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KING of Great Eritamm, France, and Ireland , 
Defendor of the Faith, &c. 


S Rivers though in their paſſing they fall into wany 
Nerighbonr- Currents, yet finally empty themſelves 
into the Sea, ſo let theſe my poor Labours ( though 
formerly Dedicated to divers Illuftrions Peers of 
'*} 2h3s your Realm be ſuffered at laſt to terminate m 
, the Ocean of your Princely Greatneſs and 
| Goodneſs, wherernto all wertuons indeavours (as 
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flation of awork of Monfieur de Refuges , zntztuled A Treatiſe of the 
Court ; the Gracious and Vndeſerved Acceptance-whereof, if it bath in- 
ſpired me with farthar courage, to preſent Ton ( now advanced to a greater 
State ) with a greater Increaſe of mine own labour , your Majeſty will not 
(Ihope) condemn me of groundleſs Preſumption. 

The former three Books bad the Honour and Happineſs to be peruſed by 
theTudicious Eye 5 Fay pane renowned Father(of happy Memory) 
In whoſe incomparable Tndgement they failed net of Approbation,though de- 
dicatedo Inferzour Names, tbe more-am { now encouraged to Inſcribe and 
Intitle the whole Sixto your Sacred Majeſty as being no leſs Heir of His 
Vertues, then of His Grown and Dignity. 

And one thing more( ariſing from the Couſideration of the SubjeCt it ſelf) 
made me think it a Preſent not altogether unworthy of your Regall Eſtate; 
for the Contents of it being the Execution of Juſtice, upon the nunaturall ſin 
of Murther, where can it be more fily addreſſed , then tothe Great Patron 
of luſtice among u:(God's immediat Vice-gerent ) by whoſe Sword(as the 
Miniſter of Heaven ) ſuch odions Crimes are ts be chaſtiſed , and Innocent 
Bloud juſtly expiated with Guilty. 

And it may more fitly ſute with your Majeſty , who as you excell in the 
carefull adurimftration of Juſtice upon all Offonders, ſo eſpecially upon thoſe 


(moſt bainous of all others ) the violaters of Gods ſacred Image, in the per 


petration of wilfull Murther, towards whom Cl-mencyeven changeth her 


nature, and becomes Cruelty tothe Weal-publick. Newer had any Land 
leſſe cauſe toj complain of too much Indulgency this way,then ours, as may 
well appear,both by the rareneſs of ſuch Occurrences in your Kingdom, and 
the ſevere vindicatiox of them, whenſoever they happen, or by whom: , or 
hewſoever performed. 

Theſe Hiſtories therefore, which may ſerve as a Looking-glaſſe to all Na- 
tions, ſhall to theſe of Yours be a ſpeciall Ornament and Mirrour of their fe- 
licity,and ſet forth and pablifh Your Praiſe,in the peaceable aud quiet Go- 
verument of your People, whoſe Climat ( ſeldomor wever) affords ſuch 
Tragedics; zor will de,whiles Tour Chriſtian reſolution ſhall continue to 
prevent them in the Spring,aud to puniſh the lighter degrees rf Bloudineſs 
with due relation. The great Author of Juſtice(who 3+ Goodneſs aud 
Iuſtice 2t ſelf) long preſerve your Majeſty to Vs, and the Happineſs we 
enjoy in your Sacred Perſon , ſo neer "reſembling Him: whoſe Authority _ 
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and Image Tou bear. Ss prayeth 
4 Towr Majeſtics moſt humbly devoted 


L $ in all Dutifull Alleezance. 


JOHN REYNOLDS. 
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PREFACE tothe READE Re: 


9g Hriſtian Reader, we cannot, ſufficiently bewail the iniquity of 
-$ theſe laſt and worſt days ofthe world, in which the crying and 
ſcarlet fin of Murther makes ſo ample, and ſo bloody a pro- 
greflion : for we now ſcarce turn ourear or eye any where, but 
we ſhall be enforced, either to hear with pity the mournful ef- 
fects, or to ſee withgrief the lamentable Tragedies thereof: as 
if wenow ſo much degenerated trom our ſelves, or our hearts from our ſoul s, 
to think that Chriſt weree no longer onr ſhepherd : or we the ſhee of his + ti or as | 
if we were become ſuch wretched and execrable Athiclts to believe, There Plal.24.t. 
were no heaven, toward the righteous : or hell, to puniſh the ungodly. But, if we will e@l.100.3- 
divert our hearts from earth to heaven, and raiſe and erect our ſouls from Sa- 
ran to Go i, we ſhall then not onely ſee what engendereth this diabolical paſ. M25: 334% 
fion in us, but alſo finde the means to deteſt and root it out from amongſt us. 
To which end it is requiſite, we firſt confider, thar our enemies, who o 
poſe our tranquillity in this life,and our felicity in that to come,are neither ſo 
few in number, nor ſo weak in power, that we fhould think our ſelves able to 
vanquiſh, ere we fight with them, for we have to fight with the bewitching' 
world, the alluring Fleſh, and the inticing Devil : not with three ſimple Soul- 
diers or poor Pigmies, but with three valiant and puiſlant Chief-tains, ſubtil ——f 
to incamp, dangerous to aſſail, and powerful to fight. 3b. Sag 
The world, that it may bewitch us to its wilLaflails us with Wealth, Riches, 
Dignities, Honors, P referments, Sumptaous houſes, perfumed Beds, Veſlcls of 
go'd and (ilver,. pompous apparel, delicious fare, variety 'of ſweet Muſick, oY 
Dancing, Mask*, and Mage <PTh, delicate Horſes, rich Coaches, and infirite 
Attendants, with a thouſand other inticemments and allurements. *  . 'Þ 
The Fleſh preſents vs with Youth, Beauty, The laſt of the eye, and the pride of ; (hal Fn 
life, with inord;nate affeFion andlaſcivious deſeres,vwith a prercing eye,a vermillio! a-Coks- 92-5 
cheek , go)den hair, anda ſlender waſte : and although it diſcover us Wot+-+:; = 
all rheſe perfeftions of nature in one perſonage : yet', he ſhews us moſtab#$* 
them in divers, and t1en it any thing want to captive our affeftions, we ſhall” 227525 
hear them marry their $3rez voyce, to their own utes and Vials, -or their © 258 
dancing fret to thoſe of cthers: or if this will not ſuffice, then Perfuming, » 8 
Powdering,Criſping, Painting, Amorbus kiſſes, Sweet ſmiles,Sugered ſpeches, 7 
Wanron embraciogs.and Laſctvious dalliance, will undertake to playa woz "ol 
in love. On the other fide, Strength, Nimbleneſs, Agility of body, Sloth > 
| A 2 es ne 


$f. 


®.. - = +&-* - ® I 
y aS % % .* 


. SL ET 
: dp = * 7 Ws I . ay ” - 
. o , 54 4 
, % 4 4 : . *" "Y pe \ 
== a. bi [ py =Y lh ” E-v4 iv ” 
_— . - : PF, Y . * © 
ag * | 
6 ; 
on W R 
Mt 
= 5» 
« 


Luxury, Gluttony,Intemperancy,Drukenneſs,Voluptuouſne {sand Senſuality 
will caſt us out ſofair(I mean fo (0c lure, as if we ſtoop thereto, we 
ſhall buy our pleaſure with repentance, and our delight therein , will prove 
our ruine and deſtruction, _ C 
- 2 Pet. s. 8. Andnow, if neither the world, nor the fleſh can intangle, or inſnare 6ur 
* Rev. 12-9. hearts, Then comes the Devil.that roaring Lyon,who walks about,ſceking whom ho 111y 
| Wk 4 4 h al d h. ouls. that Prince of darkne(5,wh 
ph.6.12, devour, that mortal enemy, and arch-traytor to our ſouts, Prince of darkreſs, whole 
2 Cor. :11.14 ſubtilty is the more dangerous, and malice the more fatal, zz: that he transforms 
himſelf into an Angel of light, thereby to make us heirs and ſlaves of his obſcure king- 
dom : yea, he will proffer us more, then either our tongues can demand, or 
our hearts delire, forall the pomp, treaſure and pleaſures of the world, yea 
Luk:4.67 allthatisin the world, and the world it ſelf , he will proſtrate and give us, if 
we will conſent to obey him, and promiſe to fall down and adore him; and 
for a pledge of his infernal bounty and liberality,he will putt us up with Pride, 
Arrogancy, Ambition, Vain- glory,Oſtentation,Difd aln, Covetouſne! 5SINgu- 
larity, Aﬀectation, Confidence, Security; and if all theſe allurements will! not 
prevail to ſubdue us, he hath yet reſerved Troops and Forces, and another 
ſtring to his Bow : for then exchanging his ſmiles into frowns, and his calimes 
toſterms, he will give usPenſiveneſs, Grict ct minde and body, afflictior, for. 
ſow, diſcontent, cholar; envy, indignation, deſpair, revenge, and thelike. 

Yea, ke will watch us at every turn, and wait on us at every occaſion: for 
are we bent to revenge, he will blow the coals to our cholar* are wegiven to 
ſorrow and diſcontent,he wil thruſt and hale us on to deipair zare we inclined 

- to wantonneſs, and laſciviouſneſs, he will fi: us with means and opportunity 
to accompliſh our carnal deſires; orare we addicted to covetouſneſs and ho- 
nors, he will either cauſe us to break our hearts, or our necks,to obtain it: for 
it is indifferent to him,cither how or in what manner weenlarge and fill up :he 
empty rooms of his vaſt and internal Kingdom. 

Thus we ſee how powerful our three capital enemies are, yea,what a cloud, 
nay, what a world of ſubordinate means and inſtruments they have, not one- 
ly to iaſnare,but to deſtroy us: yOuet onely to conquer our hearts, but which 
is worſe, to make ſhipwrack of our ſouls : and from hence comes our miſery ; 
yea, from theſe three fatal trees, we gather the bitter fruit of our perdition. 

But againſt all theſe temptations and dangers, againſt all theſe our profefſed 

"p enemies in general,and each of them in particular: Wemay ſwim in the Ocean 

of the world without drowning, and pilgrimage upon the face of the earth 
 - . without terrorordeſtrufion,if we will conf:der,and in confidering remember, 

; Pat. 1 hat God 5: our Creator, Chriſt our Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt our SanTifier and Com 

oko.oe”,  forter : that we are honored with the reſemblance of God, whoſe ſtamp and 

y. 25. character we bear,and inriched with immortal and Hving ſouls : which {:cred 

Geo, Priviledges anddivine prerogatives lift us up by many degrees of excellency 

a.43.2, above the reſt ofall his creatures, whom he hath made for our ſervice, and we 

 _ onely to ſerveand glorifie him : That he hath made the world for a thorow- 

6.1314. fare, and usas paſſengers, that we haveno abiding City here, but muſt ſeek one 

- inthe world tocome:That the world is ours but for a {caſon, and heaven our 

. patrimony and inheritance for ever: That the pomp and pleaſures thereof are 
| but tranſitory we 0s and that the vanity thereof paſleth away as duſt 

Z or ſmoak before the-winde, whereas thoſe of heaven are both immortal and 

al.132.3; eternal : That our fleſtris but like flowers that fade, aud graſs that withereth,but a maſs 

40.7 of corruption, atabernacle of clay, anda coffin of duſt and aſhes, that the beſt 

{Co 41, of its beauty 15 but vanity and deformity, and the end of its Bravery, but rot- 

= - ----_tenneſs and putrifaCtion: It T fay, weſpurn at the vanity of the world,contemn 
the plezſuresof the fleſh, and ſceffatthe temptations of Satay, ufing the firſt, 
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| 10 the Chriſtian Reader, © 
asif we uſed it not, making the feeond* the Temple of the Holy Ghoft Jnd not the | 
»embers of aharlot, and that we are ſo fir from 7 ng, as Ts re aYv third, 2 
Setting our affetions on things that are above, and not on things of the earth: for if we 7 
will be heirs of:/:e Church Triumphant, we muft befirſt foaldiers of he Mili. ©*!-3-2: . 3 
tant,and ſo following the advice and direfion of the Apoltle, ſtand againſt all 
theſe our enemies, Having the whole ſpiritual Armour girt abont us, as the girdle of Ephel. 6: 
Truth, the Breſt-plate of Righteonſneſs, the Sheild of Faith, the Helmet of. Salvation,an4 
the Sword of the ſpirit,not-to catch at theſe allurements,or to be caught by themz 
not to ſtrike ſail,or ſtoop to theſe affliftions, or to hang down our heads, as if 
we gave way tothem, or were contented that our weakneſs ſhould yield to 
their ſtrength, or our joys'to their affliftions : rather to ſtand up couragiouſly ; 
and toexpeland reſiſt manfully, conſidering that weare not onely heirs, but 
cobeirs with Jeſus Chriſt, in the participation and felicity of that heavenly 
Hieruſalem, whoſe joys are infinite, and glory eternal. | 

I deny not but aff{iCtions, bt temptations may befal us, yea,T acknowledg they <> 
are ſubject and incident to the beſt and deareſt of Gods childreti,whom he will " 
try in the fire,to ſee whether they will prove filver, or drofs : yea,he will come 
with his fan and winnow them, to fee whether they are Wheat or Chaff, Corn 
or Darnel : But the children of Godſhonld rejoyce in: tribulation, and account it Rom-4.3; 


exceeding joy, when they are tempted : yea, they muſt conſider, that God tempeth ns 7 Fe 


” 


#0 manwith evil: butitis our own concupiſcence that draws and inticeth us 
to it. In which reſpe&, we may juſtly ſay, it is a folly to hearken to temptati= 
on, but a miſery and madneſs to follow and embrace ir. £2 
For why ſhould diſcontent caft us mto defpair, except we will reſemble the 
fooliſh Sailor, who abandoneth the Helm in a ftorm, when he hath moſt need to 
uſe it? or the the (imple fiſh, that leaps from the pan to fire; Os thoſe Ignorant 
fools, who, to ſhelter themſelves from the rain, run iato the river? For are we | 
tempted ? The Lord will hold us np by bis right hand, yea, be will 108 fail thoſe that pc,j = 
ſeek bim © For be is cur rock and onr fortreſs, our (hield and our refuge, yea, although? <p 
he heth wounded us, he will bind up our wounds, And that we may yet ſee a farther 29-2: 
benefit, that accrueth to thoſe that are tempted, ler us read with Joy, and re- NS: 
tain with comfort, that Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation, he ſhall receive James 1.122 
the Crown of life,which the Lord hath ahger to theſe that love him : yea, they that 
truſt in the Lord, ſhall be as Mount Sion, which connot beremoved,but abideth for ever Plal125.i 
- When therefore, (amongſt other temptations) cholar fo far prev aileth with 
u${or tather the Devil with our cholar)thatwe imagine miſchief in our hearts, 
or lift up our hands againſt our Chriſtian brother;ler us then confider what the 
Apoſtle tels us from God : He that hates his brother, walketh in darkneſs, and know- RO 
eth not whither he goeth : yea, He that loves not his brother, is wot of God, Hath any : et 
one therefore oftended thee? why, confider he is a man, and no Ange], and as 
ſubject to infirmities as thy ſelf : as alſo, that heis thy brother by Creation and 
Adoption, by Nature and by Grace, and that he bears the ſame image and re- F 
ſemblame of God, asthy ſelf doft: in which regard thou art counſelled, Not to *P*£-4-266 
let the Sun go down on thy wrath : That thou ſeek after peace and follow its That we for- by tot _ 
bear and forgive one an#ther, as Chriſt for grues ns, and that if welive in peace, the God F 
of Peace will be with ns. | Wo $1.0-v. 


o hardned in their F41.14-584'2 
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ſares of the Flefh, and to the dangerous and 
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| "Pſal.7, 14,15 
James $,13+ 


|\ Plal.61.8. 
| Exod. 15-15- 


and fo cruelly imbrue their hands in the innocent blood of their Chriſtian 


brethren and although the murthers of Abel by Cain out of Sov), of Yriah by 
”" David for Adultery, of 4bzer by Toab fox Ambition, of Naboth 
- lice, and of 7ehw{his ſons by 4thalieh for Revenge (with their ſeveral-puniſh- 


y Jezebel for ma- 


ments which God inflicted on tehm for theſe their hainous and horrible 


- crimes) are preſidents enough fearful and bloody,to make any Chriſtian heart 


diſlolve into pity, and regenerate ſoul melt into tears, yet ith new examples 
ingender and produce freſh effects of ſorrow and compaſhon, and as it were, 
leave and imprint a ſenfible memory thereof in our hearts and underſtaadings, 
therefore I thought it a work as worthy of my labor (as that labour of a Chri- 
ſtian) to colleC thirty ſeveral Tragical Hiſtories, which for thy more eaſe and 
perfet memory,l havedigeſted into fix ſeveral Books;that obſerving;and ſee- 
ing herein, as ina Chriſtal mirrour, the variety of the Devils temptations, and 
the allurements of fin, wherewith theſe weak Chriſtians (the Authors and 
AQors hereof) ſuffered themſelves to be carried away and ſeduced : Confi- 
dering, I ſay, the foulneſs of their facts in procuring the deaths of their Chri- 
ſtian brethren, ſome through blood, others through poyſon, as alſo Gods mi- 
raculous deteQtion and ſevere puniſhment thereof, in revenging blood for 
blood, and death for death : yea' many times repaying it home with intereſt, 
and rewarding one death with many, that the conſideration of theſe bloody 
and mournful Tragedies, may by their examples, ſtrike aſtoniſhment to our 
thoughts, and amazement to our ſ{enſes,that thc horrorand terror thereof ma 


hereafter retain and keep us within the liſts of Charity towards men, and the 


bounds of filial and religious obedience towards God, who tels us by his Royal 
Prophet, that Whoſoever maketh a pit for others, ſhall Fo into it himſelf : for his 
miſchief will return upon his own head, and his cruelty fall upon his own pate. Which 
we ſhall ſee verified in theſe, who ſeduced partly by ſin, but chicfly by Satan, 
whois the author thereof, forgot the counſel of the Apoſtle, If any onebe af- 
fiiFed, let him pray; and grieved, to pour forth their hearts before God : not confi- 
dering the efficacy thereof, or how Moſes made the bitter waters of Aarah ſweet 
thereby : yea they buildednot their faiths on God, and his promiſes, on Chriſt 
and his Church, on his Goſpel and his Sacrament, but ſpurned at ali theſe Di- 
vine comforts, and ſpiritual bleſlings yea, and trampled that ſweet ſmellin 
Sacrifice of prayer under their feet, which is the antidote and preſervative of 
the ſoul againſt fin, and the Bulwark toexpel all the fiery and bloody darts of 
Sarans temptations : yea, the very ladder whereby both aſpirations and eja- 
culations of our ſouls mount unto God, and his benefits arid mercies deſcend 
unto us: and this, and onely this, was both the Prologue to their deſtruction, 


and their deſtrution it ſelf : the whichlI preſent unto the view, not onely ot 


thine eyes, but of thy heart and ſou], becauſe 1t1sa vertue in us to look on o- 
ther mens vices with hatred and deteſtation, imitating berein the wife and 
$kilful Pilot, who mourns to ſee the Rocks, whereon his neighbors have ſuf- 
fered {hipwrack : and yet again rejoyceth, that by the ſight thereof he may a 
void his own which indeed is the true way, both to ſecure our ſafety, and to 


-prevent our deſtruCtion, as well of the Temporal life of our bodies ia this 


World, as the Spizzgual of our ſouls in that to come. - 

I muſt farther adVygtiſe thee, that I have purpoſely fetced theſe Tragical 
Hiſtories from foreignyparts, becauſe it grieves me to report and relate thoſe 
thatare too frequently committed in our own Countrey, in reſpe& the miſ- 
fortune of the dead may perchance either afflit, or ſcandalize their -living 
friends; who rather want matter of new conſolation, then cauſe of reviving 
old ſorrows, or becauſe the iniquity of the times is ſuch, that it is as cafe to 


procure many <cnemies, as difficult to purchaſe one true friend - In which re- 
| Sata | ſpe. 
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ſpe, I know that divers, both in matters of this, and of other natures ; have 
been ſo cautious 'Þ diſguiſe and mask [their Aftors, under the yailsof other 
names; and ſometimes been inforced to lay their Scenes in {trange and un. 
known Couatreys. | | | 

F or mine own part, I have 1lluſtrated and poliſhed theſe Hiſtories, yet not 
framed them according to the model of mine own fancies,but of their paſlions, 
who have repreſented and perſonated them : and theretforeif in ſome places 
they ſeem too amorous, or in other too bloody, { muſt juſtly retort the im per- 
fection thereogon them, and not thy ſelf on me; fith I onely repreſent what 
they have af, -and give thatrto the publike, which they obſcurely perpe- 
trated in private. 

My intent, deſire, and prayer s,that if thou art ſtrong in Chriſt,peruſing and 
reading of theſe Hiſtories may confirm thy faith, and thy defiance of all fins in 
peneral, and ofqmurther in particular; or if thou aft but weak in the rules of 
Chriſtian fortitude and piety, that hereby it may Encourage and arm thee a- 
gain(t tze alluregents of the World and the Fleſh 3Sut ef pecially againſt the 
ſnares and enticements of the Devil, which may ſtir thee upeithef to Wrath, 
Deſpair, Revenge, or Murther: that by the contemplation thereof, thou mailt 
reſemble the Bee, and not the Spider,and ſo draw honey from all lowers, but 
poyſon from none. Ef PE | | : 

It ſhall be the felicity of my thoughts, and theglory of my content and 1:- 
bor, if by the fight of theſe Hiſtories, thou reap any {ſpiritual comfort or en. 
couragement in this Chriſtian Warfare againſt the World, the Fleſh;and the De- 
vil, our three profefled and fatal enemies # or ifthou wilt be ſo willfully neg- 
ligent of thine own good, as to ride poſt by othermens fins and vices, yet with 
leiſure take a curious and exact ſurvey of thine own, and in ſeeing them, nof 
onely endevour, but ſtrive to reform them. ._, | 

If this firſt Book of my Tragical Hiſtories work any good effe@ in thee, in 
cauſing thee to aſſume and take on a refolution to hate eſe ſins in thy ſelf,and 
. todeteſt them in others ; then the five other parts:whichT owe to my promiſe, ok 

and the frontiſpeece to thee, ſball not be kept bagk, or withheld thee, but in . 
due time ſucceed this their elder filter : having purpoſely enlarged thee this 
my Preface, becauſe this one ſhall ſexve for allwbooks, at leaſt, it the reſt be 
ſo happy to ſee the world, orl ſo fortunate,thattheworld may ſee them, In 
the mean time, hoping that thy courteſie and Fr will wink at ſome defeRs 
and imperfections, which may herein have ſlipt either from my Pen, or the 
Preſs,and whereof the malice of ſome,or peradventurethe ignoranceof others 
may accuſe themſelves, by condemning me; T recommend theſe my labors, neu. 30.26. 
from their paſſion, to thy friendſhip; from their, genſare, to thy judgement - Ph. 104-31. | 
and us all to the protection of God, #ho is onr life, and the ſtrength of our days. , -= 
To whom be glory far evermore. | po | 
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READVERTISEMENT 


i T O T HE 
Indicious Chriſtian Reader 


Hat my promiſe owed ſix of theſe Booksof Gods Rewenge 
BE 124inft Murther to the World, the Title, and my Epiſtle 
FEM LASER (to the Reader) of the firſt Book doth apparently 
SED 22 teftific : It is now ſome ten years ſince that I publiſhed 
Mo thethird thereof, ſince when, my time and leiſure hath 
been ſtill ſo interrupted,and (as it were) cut aſunder by many diffe- 
rent intervening accidents, that I along time both doubted and fear- 
ed that the three laſt Books would have abſolutely dyed upon the 
Deſign: But I praiſe and bleſs God (he hath been ſo faverable to my 
deſires, and ſo prepitious to my intentions and reſolutions) that I 
have cleared that doubt, and ſecured this fear; for now (by his ſa- 
cred Aſſiſtance and Providence)] have fully and'compleatly finiſhed 
them,8: do here preſcnt all fix Books to thee in one intire Yolume. I 
am not lo vain or preſumptuous, to think that theydeſerve to be ſeen 
and read of more Judictous; for my thoughts aſpire to nothing un- 
proportionable to my mean abilities. I knew it was a fingulaggreat 
and excellent point of wildom in Socrates, who by the Oracle of 
Apollo jwas doomed the wiſeſt of Men,to'confeſs and acknowledg to 
the world, That he knew but one thing, which wazs,that he knew nothing. 
| But here, before T proceed farther, l nwſtlet the world know, that 
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The Readvertiſement 
I underſtand there area generation of people, who have been ſo 
ſtrangely 19norant,as ro g1ve out that thele my Hiſtories arc not Or;- 
ginals, but Tranſlations, either from Jtalian or French ; all which wich 
equal Truth and Modeſty) I firmly contradid and deny, whether 
they regard Matter, Mazner,or Method, or Phraſe,Place, or Perſons, for 
contrariwiſe I found out the grounds of them in my Travels, and car 
mine own leiſure)compoled and penned them, according to the rule 
of my weak Fancy and Capacity, they being fo tar from [ranſ}itions, 
that as I have hitherto refuſed to imitate any therein, but my le]f, {6 
had I been ſo ambitious or vain-glorious to have given way, or con- 
ſent to it, ſome friends of mine in Paris, had fo Jong lince done the 
three firſt Books into French, from my firſt Original there f : Bur 
knowing Humility to be the faireſt Ornament of a Writer, 2nd Mo- 
deſty beſhto become Vertuous Mindes, I have hitherto prevented it, 
and do {till reſolve ſo to do. 

Now becauſe as Idleneſs makes ſome too curious, and Curioſery 
makes others too idle, ſo it hath likewiſe plealcd ſome (not fo dil- 
creet as forward) to condemn and tax ſome of my Hiſtories tor being 
too long, and others for being too ſhort, #s1f I were bound to ob- 
ſerve and pleaſe their fancy, more then the truth,or mineown judg- 
ment,or that in the contriving and penning thereof, I were obliged 
ro delight and content them before my ſel]t. No,no,as long as I know 
men are as different in their opinions and cenlures, as in their coun- 
tenances and complex1ons, I ſhall rather connive, and not regard 
their (worthy to be pittied) ignorance, and relolve and content my 
' ſelf to contemu and pals by, rather then to eſteem or grieve at it. 
T hey will firſt I hope read, before they underſtand, and let me then 
requeſt them alſo, that they will firſt underſtand, bctore they cither 
cenſure, or tax any part of what they read, and fo Idoubt not, but 
they will both ſee,and finde, that in the penning and publiſhing of 
thefe Hiſtories (if I am not worthy of their Love, yet (atleaſt) their 
unjuſt Envy and DetraGiion1s every way unworthy of me,and that al- 
though manyBooks of theſe our time are not particularlyapproyed 
and liked of tor the preſent, yet it is not impoſſible for the future 
bor h to reſpec and honor them ; and ſo leave thele uncharitable 
Zoyliſts to ſleep, ſtanding in the fimplicity of their 1gnorance, if they 
will not ber&ificd and reformed by warnieg. And I will nowdivert 
my pen to the wiſe and religious Chriſtian Readers, who will know 
what ſingular good cffecs ir worketh in their hearts, firſt to read 
with underſtanding, and then to apply with charity and Proof, 

or 
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for whoſe:lakes ſolely Thave now added theſe imythree laft Books 
of Gods Rewenge againſt the Grying Sin of wilful Vhirther to the three ... +. 
former; for 1ſend them to the putblick good;wherento all oar Erigsts* a 
deavors ſhould tend, to the Propagation ef Chriſtian Love and Charts © © 
ty among men, whereatall our Enterprizes ſhould aim, and to the ©- 
flouriſhing advancement of God#honor andglory, to which all the © 
thoughts of our Hearts, and Faculties of our Souls ſhould chic fly 
aſpire andlevel. 

And becauſc Scaliger affirms, That nothing ſo foon allures or draws 4 
Reader to peruſe and read, as a flrange Theam and Argnment, Therefore 
this Path being ſeldom (if ever) rroden or beaten by any other, Tam 
ſofar from deſpairing as Jam confident, at leaft, of thy Acceptance; 
if not of thy approbation of theſe my Iabours, and the ſooner, be- 
cauſc as thou haſt heretoforedisburthened my Statiener of the three 
ficſt of theſe Books, ſohe(in contemplation thereof)bath now drawn 
rhe three Jaſt of them from me to the Preſs, witha more then com- 
mon and uſual importunity;and Tſhallbear this content to my grave, 
and T hope from thence to Heaven, that in penning of them all, I 
| ſhall leaveno pernicious Heir behind me, to infe&t Youth with Scur- 
r1]ity, or corrupt their Manners and Inclinations with Incentives to 
Lewdneſs nnd Vanity ; which as it is the ſhame of this our Age, ſoit 
ought to be the care of every good Man,to ſhun that which ſo many 
of ourlewd and Iaſcivious Pamphlets do not. In writing hereof, I 
have conſecrated my Pen rather to Inſtruction then Eloquence,and 
to Charity rather than Curiofity,and have made it my chiefeſt Care, 
Ambition, and Conſcience,to profit rhy Soul, rather then to pleaſe 
thinc Ear, and to favour more of Heaven than Earth; Yea, I will 
affirm 'with equall Truth and Boldneſs) that | have written it with 
ſo innocent a Pen, that the pureſt and moſt unſtained Virgin ſhall 
notnecd to make her beautifull Checks guilty of the leaſt Bluſh in 
perufing it all over. 

it 18 with ne {mall|Coſtand Labour, that I firſt procured, then 
pennedthele Hiftorzes, and havenow poliſhed and prepared them 
to the Preſs, as well for the extirpating of that Execrable Sin of Mur- 
ther (which cryes ſo loud to Heaven for Vengeance) as alſo to ſhew 
| thee Gods facred Juſtice,and righteous Judgements in the Vindicati- 
on of the tnhumane Aurhors thereof; to the end;harghif the knows 
ledge and reading of them) thou maiſt become more charitable, 
and more bate cruelty,by their wretched and Iamentable examples, 
having herein endeavored (as much as inme lics)ro make my Reader 
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: to the Chriflian Reader. 
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a SpeQator, firſt of theſe their foul and bloody Crimes, and then of 
their condign and exemplary Punifhments, which(as a diſmal ſtorm 
and terrible tempeſt from heaven) fell on them on Earth, when 
they leaſt dreamt or thought thereof. 

Andhere to conclude this my Readwertiſement to thee, religiouſly 
from my heart intreat thee to reſpet the Matter, not the Words, 
and the Importance and Conſequence, more then the Dreſling of 


theſe Thirty ſeveral Tragical Hiſtories, whiles, I will account and e- 


ſteem it afar greater Happineſs for my ſelf, to learn true Charity, 
and the true fear of God in writing them, then to preſume of my 
Ability to inſtruCt and teach others by reading them, becauſe I may 
 juſtlyandtruly ſay with Lipſeus That my aim and defire in publiſh- 
ing of them, Is not that I might be made greater, but better thereby, and 
(zf it pleaſe God) others by me. 

Wat Spiritual Fortitude, or Benefit, thou reapeſtby their know- 
ledge andcontemplation, I exhort thee, in ſtead of giving me any 
Thanks, to reſerve and give them wholly to God, who is the giver 


of all good things, yea, the Father of Mercy, and the God of all | 


Comfort and Conſolation, to whoſe Grace I commit thee, deſiripg 
thee to aſſiſtme with thy favorable opinion, and daily prayers ta 
his Throne of grace, as I ſhall ever be ready to requite thee with 
mine. | 


Thy Chriſtian Friend, 


Fobn Reynolds, 
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TO THE 
MIGHT HONOURABLE 


GEORGE 
Loxd Marquis of BUUKING HAM, &c, 
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Right Honourable, 


| Bout ſome to years ſince, I(from beyond the * cas | 
preſumed to ſend your Honcr two ſeveral pregna:: 
teſtimonies, as well of my affection to your [or vice, 
as of nty zeal to your proſperity; not that { per(yr;17) 
ed thoſe then, or remember them now, i: roccye! 
your fortunes, but of your vertues 3 for £ ty R 
to flatter, is to betray Greatneſs : @ vice mil (1129 + 
| ble in #t ſelf, and therefore moſt improper fo» 1015 
Honours recett, or acceptance, (ith your actions ſtill make it opponent to oe 
Sacred Soveralgn, and his mo$t Excellent Majeſtic #2 all th: SYVoris! 25148 
you are truly Honorable, truly Noble : And now to ſecond! uty tt27 former -»- 
h.-;wledgements of zeal and duty to your Honor, with this third, 7, + 

in aleſs ſerious, yet more publickmaner) preſume to make yor i' £75 
and Noble Patron of the firſt Bookof my T ragical Hiſtorics, ( {1+ -/ 
mean obſervations and colleioas of my ſlender Travels) cr. 
Triumphs of Gods Revenge againſt the crying and execra'slc /;; 
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Mather, are ſo eminent aud conſpicuous, that (except my bopes beir:y my 
{ judgement j they are made obwious to the ſight, and conſequently projitable 
to the ſoul of a Chriſtian ; and not toprophane either zour Honors ears, or 
uty pen, with the leaſt ſpark or ſhadow of anuntruth, my pre: ſnmption bad 
72% been ſo ambstions, to have committed theſe Hiſtories tothe Preſs, except 


(a) Pith 
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T be Epifile Dedicatorz. 
with a deſire, that in ſome ſort they might thereby repreſs that helliſh ſin, 
againſt which they ſolely conteſt and fght,and which inthe ſe our days (with 
as mich pity as grief Y makes ſo bloody, and ſo lamentable a progreſtion, 
thereby to ſerve as ſtops and preventions, in our England, in imitation 0 
the CatarraGs of Nylns, which kept Egypt from being ſubmerg'd with her 
Inundation : Nor bad I aſpired to ſpelter them under the wings of your Ho- 
nours Patronage and ProteSion, but that thereby they might finde the ſurer 
paſſage, in converſing with the different opinions, and the ſafer, in meeting 
with the ſelf-pleaſing Cenſures of the world and if your Honor pleaſe, ſe- 
le& ſome few honrers from your more ſerious and weighty affairs,and vouch- 
ſafe imploy them on the different Accidents theſe Hiſtories report and relate, 
I(with as mueb humility as confidence) preſume,that you will eſteem them, 
if not profitably lent, yet not prodigelly, nor viciouſly caſt away, in the per- 

'#uſal and contemplation thereof. Howſoever, they proceed from his Pen,whoſe 
heart not onely adwtires and honours your Vertues, but rejoyceth in the Re- 
ward thereof, your Footunes ; for Ilive not, if iu the ſincerity and candor of 
my ſoul, I wiſh not that your Honor may ſtill remain firm to theſe, and theſe 
eternally fixed and couſtant to you 3: and from your Honor, ſucceſrively ts 
your Poſterity, tranſcendently to your Name. | 
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Your Honors 
in all duty and Service, 


JOHN REYNOLDS. * 
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STATIONER 


TO THE 


READER 


SIS Aving been ſo often importuned for a third Editi- 
Pb (> on of this Book, I may ſcem to owe little further 
J ſatisfaftion-r& the gyorld, but to procure what is 
> deſired, and anfiwer a publike expecation. Yet ſce- 
ing that thoſe that have done well in their former 
actions, have made themſelys debtors to the world, 
and muſt for their future reader a feverer account 
upon the {core oftheir old merit : I ſhall not excuſe myſelf from gi- 
ving the reaſons of rthis new Edition 1n folio, becauſe the two firſt 
were received with univerſal approbation. Thewhich when they firſt 
came out, the ſparkling veinwhich ran through them, the ſublimeneſs 
of ivme parts, where ſuitable paſſions were to be expreſſed, joyn- 
ed with the rarencls of the narrations,and perhaps the compaſlion of 
ſome perſons, which made them wiſh they might not be true, began 
Lo create {uſpicion in ſome as if they wanted truth, the ſoul of Hi. 
ſtory: Upon which the Lord Abbot, formerly Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, not willing lo great a part of Gods Government in the world 
(ould be ſuſtained upon painted pillars, knowing the Auxiliaries, 
falſenood ſupplies truth with,are dangerous, and always call'd back 
in hergreareſt occaſions, did very diligently enquire of the Author 
concerning moſt of the particulars, and was by him ſo amply a- 
rizfied, that that excellent perſon, who was then ſo great a part of 
the publike conſcience, did judge che Gentlemans travels moſt pro- 
ficably undertaken, and his pains placd for che beſt advantage ; 
which he did declare ro the world by his licenſe and approbation. 
Beſides, as a further proof of their truth, I have ſpoken with ſeveral 
Genrleinen, who have had acquaintance with ſome of rhe chiefeſt 
Actors : So that thoſe Ladies whole perfe&t goodneſs delights ro = 
Ca 2) ſhare 
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* The Stationer to the Reader. 


—_— _ 


ſhare in the ſufferingsof Caſſandra,and pay their ceremonies of grief to em- 
pic tombs,may let fall that celeſtial dew upen thoſe ſweer flowers & 
lillies,w* here grow about the graves {omtimesof unfortunate faith, 
and clear innogence. That all this may appear more lively, I have 
added the ſeveral BrazenCuts, which repreſent the moſt conſiderable 
actions, and offer a varictic, which Iqueſtion not but will be agree- 
ble : for that which is more ſlowly deduced through the courſe of a 
larger narration, will at once be preſented to the view, and make 
the impreſſion ſtrike the deeper: For as Naturalifts obſerye,thar rhe 
blood of that beaſt which dies the purple, does then give the trueſt 
ſtain, when he is killed at one blow : ſo tragical ſtorics put inco 
ſuch order,that they may at once touch the ſenſe, doc moſt paſſion- 
ately move the affections, which being the main end of this new 
Edition, and the trueſt benefit the publique can receive, to create a 
horror in men of a fin which' is gurſued by God by thoſe puniſh- 
ments, whichare viſible, and not adjourned to the great dav Iſhall 
reſt aſſured of the acceptation of the candid Reader, and remain, 
Yours to ſerve you, 


W. L. 
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Of all the Letters (and Challenges) contained 


in theſe whole Six BOo© Ks; with the Pages 
where to finde thaw. 


Book TI. Page 
Ermanda fo Betanford 6 
Betanford to Mermanda ib, 
Grand Pre to Betandford, 4 Challenge 7 
De Malleray to Grand Pre. 4 chal. 11 


Chriſteneta to Piſani 14 
Piſani to Chriſtenera #b, 
Chriſteneta to Pifani F 
Piſani fo Chriſteneta "> 
Gaſparino to Piſani. AChal, - 22 
Joſſelioa to Mortaigne. 32 
Joſlelina fo Calintha 33 
Calintha to Joſlelina 37 
Alſemero to Beatrice- Joana 38 
Beatrice-Joana to Alſemero ib, 
Alſemero to Beatrice-Joana 47 
Beatrice- Joana to Alſemero ib. 


Tomaſo to Alonſo Piracquo 49 
Tomaſo Piracquo to Alſemero. 4 chal. 


34 
Book 11. 

Sypontus fo Victoryna G2 
Sypontus to Victoryna 84. 
Victoryna 7o Sypontus 85 
Sypontus to Vittoryna tb, 
Antcn'o to Berinthia 78 
Berinth12 to Antonio 79 
Antonio to Berinthia 80 
Berinthia to Antonio | 82 
Antonio to Berinthia ib, 
 Vilarezo to Sebaſtiano 8 
Sebaſtiano to Antonio, A chal. 86 
Poligny to Laurieta 96 
, Laygriere fo Poligny tb. 
Betvile io Poligny. A chal. 97 
La Palaſterc 0 Poligny 99 
Polighny to La Palaifiere tb, 
Belvile to Laurieta 102 


Laurieta to Belvile 


Perina to Caſtelnoyo 


II 
Caſtelnovoto Perina IN : 
Perina to Caſtelnovo 116 
Gaſtelnoyo to Perina 17 
Caſtelnovo to his Sox Caſtelnovo it, 
Brellati zo Bertolini. A chal. 125 
Sturio ts Paulina 1283 
Panlina fo Sturio | zb. 
Sturio ts Bertolini. A chal. 130 
Book TIN. 
Vaumartin to De Salez. A chal. 149 
De Salez to Vaumartin ib. 
Vaumartin to De Salez 150 
Argentier to De Salez. 152 
Baretano to Clara 165 
Clara to Baretano 166 
Baretano to Clara tb. 
Clara to Baretzno I 67 
Leonarda to Albemare 174 
La Vaſlelay to De Bremay 187 
De Bremay to La Vaſlelay ib, 
La Vaſlelay to De Merfon I89 
De Merſon to La Vaſlelay ib, 
La Vaſlelay ts De Merſon 190 
De Merſon to La Vaſſelay ib. 
Fidelia and _ to Alcaſero. 195 
Carpi to Fide 198 
Fidelia to "any , _ tbe 
Carpi to Fidelia 202 
Alcaſero to Carpi. Achal. 204 
Book IV, 
Don Juan to Idiaques 230 
Don Juan to Marfillia ib, 
Idia he to Don Juan 231 
Marfullia to Don Juan tb, 
Don Juan to Mala 232 
De Perez to Don Juan. Achal. 233 
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Don Juan to De Perez 

I a Precover te to Harcourt 
LaPrecoverte to Maſlerina 
Harcourt io La Precoverte 
Maſlerina to La Precoverte 
Borlary to Planeze, A chal. 


| Planeze to Borlary 


Borlary to Felifanna 
Feliſanna to Borlary 
Borlary to Feliſanna 
Planeze fo Borlary. A chal. 
Caſtruchio ts Borlar y 
Blancheville to Beaumaratis 


234 
247 
24.3 


ib. 


249 
262 


204. 


266 
267 

tb. 
269 
2]4 
279 


Champigny to Beaumarais. A chal.28© 


Beaumarais fo Champigny 
Fermia to Moron 

Fermia to Moron 

Moron to Fermia \ 
Fermi1a to Moron - 

Moron to Fermia 
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Book V. 


ib, 
294 


Babtiſtyna ad Amarantha fo Strenj, 


312 


Babtiſtyna 4d Amarantka 7o Jaquinta 


Jaquinta to Baptiſtyna azd Amara 


Amarantha fo Stren1 
Atmatantha zo Babtyſtina 
Catharina to Delrio 
Mattino t-Delrio 


_ Delriozs Catharina 
Delrio to Martino 


Delrio to Cecilliana 
Crcllliana #o Delrio 


ib. 


Streni to Baptiſtyna a7d Amarantha 


313 


ntha 


314 
329 
ib, 
332 
7b. 
333 
zb, 
334 
335 


Father T homas to Cecilitzna 


Caſlino 7o Sophia 

Sophia to Caflino 

Sophia to Caflino 

Caſlino to Sophia 

Cailino fo Sophia 

Sophia Yo Caſlino 
Caſlino fo Sophia 

La Pratiere to Valfontain 
Valtontain to L1 Pratiere 
La Pratiere to Valfontain 
Valfontain to La Pratiere 
Quarbriſlon to Valfontain 
Salyna fo Vaſti 

Valſlti to >alyna 

Salyna fo Vaſti 
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F. Book VL. 
Imperia fo Morofini 
Moroſtn1 to Imperia 
Imperia to Morofini 
Morofin1 to Imperia 
Bondino fo Palmerius 
De Laurier to Du Pont 
Hippolito to Roderigo 
Rederigots Hippolito 
CervantellatoRoderigo 

ominica to Roderigo 
Roderigo to Cervantella 
Roderigo #o Dominica 
Cervantella fo Roderigo 
Santifiore to Urſina 
Urſina to SanCtifiore 
Sanctifiore to Urlina, 
Urfina to Sanctifiore 
Placedo to Urſina 
Bellenda to Palura 
Palura #o Bellinda 


Of the Contents of all the Hiſtories contained in 
the whole ſix Books. $ 


The Contents of the Firſt Book. 


HisTorRryY TL 


Z32 Autefelia caſeth LaFreſnay an Apothecary to poyſon her Brother Grand 
4 Pre and his Wife Mermanda,and is likewiſe the cauſe thet her ſaid Bro= 
& ther kills de Malleray her own Husband in a Duel. La F reſnay condemn- 
8 ed to be hanged for a Rape,on the ladder confeſſers his twe former Mur- 
'thers, and ſays that Hautefelia ſeduced and hired him to perform them : 
Hautefela is likewiſe apprehended, And ſo for theſe cruel murthers they are both put 


to ſevere and cruel deaths. el. 
/ H1sSrT. II. FS 


Piſani betrayeth Gaſperino of his X4iſireſs Chriſteneta. Gaſperino challengeth Pi- 
ſani fo r this diſgrace,and kills him in the field : He after continueth his ſuit to Chri- 
ſtinera. She deſſembles her malice for Piſani his death. She appoints Gaſparino to 
meet her in a Garden ; and there canſeth Blanco and Brindoli to murther him.They 
are all three taken and executed for the ſame. P. 12. 


*%S 


H1sT. II... 

Mortaigne, #»der the promiſe of Marriage, gets Joſlelina with childe, and after con- 
wvertins his love into hatred, cauſeth his I ackey La Verdure and La Palma to myr- 
ther both her and her yound ſon. The jealouſie of [{abel to her Hsrband La Palma #7 
the cauſe of the Diſcovery hereof. They are all three taken and executed for the ſame. 


«23. 

H1sT. IV. Dy 
Beatrice-Joana,to #2arry Alſemero,canſeth de Flores to murther Alonſo Piracquo, 
who was a ſuiter to her. Alſemero marries her, and finding de Flores and her ir 
Adultery, kills them both. Tomaſo Piracquo challengeth Alſemero for his Bro- 
thers death. Alſemero kills him treacherouſly in the field, and is beheaded for the 
fume, vnd his body thrown into theſea: At his execution he confeſſeth , that his 
Wife and de Flores murthered Alonſo Piracquo © their bedies are taken #p out of 
their graves, thes, burnt, and their aſhes thrown into the ayre. - P.34 

| IST, 


* © The Contents. 
| Hi V. 


F Alibius murthereth his Wife Merilla : he'is diſcovered, firſt, by Bernardo, they by 
Emelia his own Daughter : ſo he is apprehended and hanged for the faF. p.gz. 


A P: 4, 
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The Contents of the ſecond Book. 


H1isT.. VI. 
7 Roryn: cauſeth Sypontus to ſtab and murther her firſt husband Scuran Z2, 
/ and ſhe her ſelf poyſeneth Faſlino her ſecond : ſo the y boik being miraculouſly tlee 
tefed, and convilted of theſe their cruel murthers, heis beheaded, and (he haneed and 
,urnt for the ſamc. P76 
j WO eo H1sT. VI. ny 
i Catalina cauſetb her waiting- maid Anſilva, two ſeveral times to attempt to peyſon her 
WL: own ſiſter Berinthia . wherein failing, ſhe afterwards makes an Emperick, termed 
| | Sarmiata, poyſor her ſuid maid Anlilva, Catalin: # killed with a Thunder bolt, 
i and Sarmiata hanged for poyſoning Anſilva. Antonio ſteals Berinthia away by her 
] own con/ent : whereupongber Brother Sebaſtiano fights with Antenio, and kills 
| him in a Duel: Berinthia, in revenge hereof, afterwards murthereth her brother 
Sebaſtiano : ſhe is adjudged tobe immured 1wixt two walls, and there languiſhet þ 
| * and dyes. P.75. 
(4 H1sT. vIIT. 

* Bclvile treacherouſly murthereth Poligny in the ſireet. Laurieta, Pol ygny's 119ſtris, 
betrayeth Belvile to her Chamver, and there in revenge ſhoots him thorow the boa 


| 
| : with a Piſtol, when aſſiſted by her waiting-maid Lucilla, they likewiſe give him ma. 
'M.1 ny wounds with a Poniard, and ſo murther him. Lucilla flying for this fa, is drown- 
wk ed in a Lake, and Lauricta is taken and hanged, and burnt for the ſame. 
H 15 T. EX. 


Jacomo de Caſtel novo,/uſt fuily falls in lovewith hzs daughter 7n [ aw Perina, his Ol 7 
ſon Franciſcode Caſtelnovo's wife : whom to enjoy, he cauſeth Jerantha firſ# ts 
poy(on his own L ady Fidelia. and then his ſaid ſor Franciſco de Caſtelnovo; x 
revenge whereof, Perina treacherouſly murthereth hint in his bed. Jerantha ready 


; | to, dye in tr avel of childe,confeſſeth ber two wmurthers, for the which ſhe is hanged and 

wE ard burnt. Perina hath her right hand cut off, and is cendemned to perpetual ime. 
8 priſonment, where ſhe ſorrowfully dies. | | P: 107. 

' | H1sT. X. 

a Bertolini ſecks Paulina ir marriage, but ſhe loves Sturio, and not himſelf: he prays 


ber Brother Brellati his dear friend, toſollicet for him, which he doth, bat canzot 
prevail : wherevpon Bertolini lets fall ſome diſgraceful ſpeeches, both againſt her 
honor and his reputation, for which Brellati challengeth the field of him, where Ber- 
tolini kills him, and he flies for the ſame. Sturio ſceks to marry her, but his Father 
will not conſent thcreunto, and conveys him away ſecreetly : for which two diſaſters, 
Paulina dyes for ſerrcw. Sturio findes out Bertolina, and ſends hine 2 challenge, 
azd having him at his mercy, gives him his life at his requeſt : he afterwards very 
treacherouſly kills Sturio with a Petronel in the ſircet from a window : he is taken 
for this ſecond murther, his two hands cut off, then beheaded, and his body thrown in. 
to the River, P.122, 
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J The Contents of the Third Book. 

A DF Salez killeth Vaumartin in a Dwel; La Hay cauſeth Michaelle to poyſon La 
8 Frange; DeSalez loves La Hay, and beeauſe bis 'Father Argentier will not- 
= | | conſent 
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con/ent that he marry her, ſtifleth hine in bis bed, and then takes her to Wife; 

turns $trumpet,and cuts his throat 5 as he is dying, he accujeth her of this bloody fat# 
and himſelf for murthering his Father Argentier : ſo his dead body 3s hanged to th - 
Gallows, then burnt . La Hay confeſſeth this murther, and likewiſe that ſhe cauſed 
Michaelle, to poyſor La Frange : ſhe hath her right hand cut off, and 3s then burnt 
alive,Michaelle zs broken on the wheel,and his dead body thrown into the River.141 

H1sT. XII. 

Albemare cauſeth Pedro and Leonardo to murther Baretano, ard he after marrieth 
Clara, whom Baretano firſt ſought to marry : He canſeth his man Valerio to poyſor 
Pedro iz priſon, aud by a Letter which Leonardo ſent him,- Clara perceives that 
her busband Albemare had hired and cauſedPedro and Leonardo to marther her 
firſt love Baretano : which Letter ſhe raveals to the Judge ; ſo he is hanged, and like- 
wiſe Valerio and Leonardo for theſe their bloody crimes. I61 

H1sT. XIII, 

La Vaſlelay poyſoneth her waiting-maid Gratiana,becauſe ſhe is jealous that ber hus- 
band De Merſon is diſhoneſt with her 5 wherenpon he lives from her : in revenge 
whereof, ſhe cauſeth his man La Villete to murther him in a wood, and then marries 
him in requital, The ſaid La Villete a year after ridingghorow the ſame Wood, his 
horſe falls with him, and almoſt kills him, when he confeſſeth the mmrther of his 
Maſter De Merſoun, and accnſeth bis Wife La Vaſlelay to be the cauſe thereof: ſo 
for theſe their bleody crimes, be is hanged, and fhe burnt alive. 178 

H 1ST. XIV. 

Fidelia and Czleſtina cauſe Carpi aud Monteleone,with their two I, ackies, Loren» 
zo and Anſelmo, to murther their father Captain Benevente, which they perform. 
Montele one and his Lacky Anſelmo are drowned.Fidelia hangs her ſelf, Lorenzo 
is banged for a robbery,and on the Gallows confeſſeth the murthering of Benevente; 
Carpi hath his right hand, then his head cut off 5 Czlelſtina 7s beheaded, and her bo- 


dy burnt. | 194 - 
H1sT. XV. 


Maurice like a bloody villain. and dammable ſon, throws his Mother Chriſtina into « 
well, and drowns her : the ſame hand and arm of his wherewith he did it, rots awa 


from his body 5, and being diſcrazed of his wits in priſon, be thereconfeſſeth this foul 
and inhumane murther, for the which he is haneed. 208 


——— 
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T he Contents of the fourth Book. 


H1sT. XVI. 

Deaques cauſeth his ſoz Don Ivan to marry Marfillia, then commits Adultery and 

my with her3ſhe makes ber father in law Tdeaques to poyſon his old wife Honoria, 
and likewiſe makes her own Brother de Perez to kill her Chamber-maid Mathuri- | 

naz Don Ivan afterwyrds kills de Perez in a Duel; Marfillia hath her brains daſht 

ont by a bore, and her body is afterwards condemned to be burnt ; Idgaques is be- 

headed, his body conſumed to aſhas, and thrown into the aire. 225 
HisT. XVII 
Harcourt ſteals away his Brother Vimorves wife, Maſſerina, and keeps her in Adul- 
tery : $he h:reth Tivoly (an Italian Mountebank) to poyſon La Precoverte, who 
was Harcourts Wife - Harcourt kills his brother Vimory, azd then marries his 
Widow Maile:ina : Tivoly is hanged for a robbery, and at his execution accuſeth 
 Maſlerina for hiring him te poyſon La Precoverte, for the which ſhe is likewiſe 
hanged : Noel (who was Harcourts man) on his death-bed ſuſpeFeth and accuſeth 
his ſaid Maſter, for killing of his Brother Vimory, whereof Harcourt being found 
 gwilty, heis broken alive ons a wheel for the ſame. 241 


Hiſt 


- | H 1 sT. XVII. gs 

Romero (the L acky of Borlary) kills Radegonda, the Chamber-maid of the I dy 

Feliſanna in the ftreet, and is hanged jor theſame 3 Borlary afterwards hireth Ca. 

ſtruchio (ar Apothecary) to poyſon her hushand Seignior Planeze, for the which 

Caſtruchio #s hanged, and his body thrown into the River, and Borlary is behead. 

ed, and then burnt. 260 
H1isT. XIX. 

Beaumarays,and his 5rother Montaigne,kill Champigny, aud Marin (bis ſecond) 
in a Duel; Blancheville (the Widow of Champigny ) 7z revenge thereof bireth Le 
Valley (who was ſervant to Beaumarays) to murther his ſaid Maſter with a Piſtol, 
the which he doth, for thewhich Le Vafley 7s broken on a Whee!, ad Blancheville 
hanged for the ſame, 277 

N1$T. XX. 

Lorenzo murthbereth his wife Fermia 3 he ſome twenty years after (as altogether un- 
known ) robbeth his (and her) ſor Thomaſo, who likewiſe (0t knowing Lorenzo to 
be his Father) doth accuſe hin for that rebbery, for the which he is hanged. 291 


—————F 
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The Contents of the Fifth Book. 


H15ST. XXI. 
Abtiſtyna ad Amarantha poyſor their eldeſt eſter Jaquinta, after which Ama- 
rantha caujeth ber ſervants, Bernardo and Pierya to ſtifle her elder ſiſter Bab= 
tiſtyna jz2 heo bed, Bernardo flying away, breaks his neck with a fat off his Horſe, 
Pierya zs hanged ſor the ſame, jo,likewiſe is Amarantha, and her body after burat : 
Bern#rdo being buried, his body is again taken up, and hanged to the Gallows by his 
feet, then burnt, and bis aſhes thrown in the River. 309 
w, HisT. XX]. | 
Martino poyſoneth his Brother Pedro,and murthereth Monfredo in the ſtreet : He af 
terwards grows mad, and in his confeſſuon reveals both theſe murthers to Father 
Thomas his Ghoſtly Father, who aſterwards dying, reveals it by his Letter to Cecil- 
lians, who was widow to Monfredo, and ſefier to Pedro and Martino. Martina 
bath firſt his right hand cut off, and then 1s hanged for the ſame. 327 
H1sT. XXII. 
Alphonſo peyſoneth his own Mother Sophia, and after ſhoots and kills Caſlino (a: he 
was walking in his Garden ) with a ſhort Musket ( or Carabine) Jroes a window, He 
is beheaded for thoſe two murthers, then burnt, and his aſhes thrown into the Ever. 


345 
H1sT. XXIV. 

Pont Chauſey k!ls La Roche iz a L»el.Quatbriſſon caxuſeth Moncallier (an 41 
thecary to poy/on his own Brother Valiontaine, Moncallier after falls, and br .:hs 
his neck from a pair of ſtairs. Quatbriſſon likewiſe cauſeth his Father: 7 77!er 
Pierot to wwrther, and ſtrangle Maricta i her bed, and to throw her bo-'; 7:10 {5s 
Mill-pond. Pierot the Miller is broken alive on a wheel, and Quatb:ilion j# 
beheaded, then bunrt for the ſume. 375 

H1isT. XXV. 

Vaſti firſt murthercth his So George, and next poyſoneth his own wife Heſter, and 

being afterwards almoſt killed by a mad Bull in the fields, he revealeth theſe his two 

murthers, for the which hz is firſt hanged, and then burnt, 377 


| — 
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The Contents of the ſixth Book; 


HisT. XXVI. 

M peria for the love ſhe bears toyoung Morolini, ſeduceth and canſeth hin (with his 
two conſorts, Altonicus aud Donato) to ſtifle to death her old husband Palmerius 
in his bed : Morofini misfortunately letting fall bis glovesin Palmerius his chamber 
that night which be did it ;, They are found by Richardo the Nephew o Palmerius, 
who knows them to be Morofinies, and doth thereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Im- 
peria, ſor the murther of his Uncle, $0 they, together with their ouerie: Altoni- 
cus aud Donato, are a1 four of them apprehended and hanged for the ſame. p.395 
H1sT. XXVII. 

Father Juſtinian a Prieſt, and Adrian an Inn-keeper, poyſon de Laurier, whowas 
lodged in his houſe, and then bury him in his Orchard 5 where a moneth after a Wolf 
digs him up,and devours a great part of his body;which FatherJuſtinian and Adrian 
under ſtanding, they flie upon the ſame, but are afterwards both of thene apprehended 


and haneed for it. 418 
H 1s T. XXVIILI. 


Hippolito wwrthereth Garcia 71: he ee? by night, for the which he is hanged. Do- 
m'nica ard her Chambermaid Deniſa poyſonetb her huchand Roderigo; Deniſa 
afterwards ſtrangleth her own new born Babe,and throws it into a Pond, for the which 
ſhe is hanged ; on the Ladder ſhe confeſſed that ſhe was acceſſary, with her I ady Do- 
minica, i# the poyſoning of her husband Roderigos for the which Dominica is 
apprehended, and likewife hanged. | | 433 
H 15 T. XXIX. 

Sanctifiore (por promiſe ef marriage) gets Urlina with childe, aud then afterwards 
very ineratefully and treacherouſly rejeFeth her, and marries Bertranna:Urſina be- 
ing ſenſible of this her diſgrace, diſguiſeth her ſelf in a Friers habit, and with a caſe 
of Piſtols kills SanCtifiore as he is walking in the fields, for the which ſhe is banged, 


H1srT. XXX. "oe 

De Mora treacheroufly kills Palura 32 a Duel with two Piſtols : His Lady Bellinda, 
with the aid of her Gentleman Uſher Ferallo, poyſoneth her hushand De Mora, and 
afterwards ſhe marrieth and murthereth her ſaid husband Ferallo in his bed; ſo fbe 

is burnt alive for this her laſt murther, and ber aſhes thrown into the air for the firſt. 


448 
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Hiſt, I, . Grand Pre and eMermanaa: 
and powdering of his hair, quarrelling with his Taylor for rhe faſhion of his Cloaths, dancing in 
Velvet pumps, and tracing the Streets in a neat perfumed Boors with jangling Spurss yea,he relem- 
bleth nor young ſpruce Courtiers, who think no Heaven to brave Apparel, nor Paradiſe to/that of 
their Miftris beauty : for he only praftiſeth riding of great Horſe, Tilting,running at Ringgditplay- 
ing the Colours, toffing the Pike,handling the Masket, ordering of Rank and File, thereby cormake 
himſelf capable to condu& and embattail an Army, and to environ, fortifie, or befiege a Ciry or 
Caſtle, or the like ; yea, he ſpurns atthe Late and Viall, and vows there is no Muſick to the ratling 
of the Drum and Trumpet, andto the thumdring of the Mausket and Cannon; bur this warlige md 
| Marſhall humour of his fhall not laſt long. Wherein we may obſerve the vanity of our cre vv 
inconftancy of our delights, and the alteration and mutability of our refolutions ; for now we ſhall 
ſhortly ſee Grad Pre hate that he loved, and love that he hated ; yea, we ſhall ſee him fo plunge 
and drown himſelf in the beauty of a fair and ſweet Gentlewoman, as ke ſhall leave Hollazd tor 
Burgundy, Warre for Pcaec, Arms for Love, and Enemics for a Miſtris : but time muſt work this al- 
reration and metamorphoſis. , * 

The old Gentleman his Father, ſeeing Grand Pre's martiall diſpofition, fears left this ambitious 
and generous humour of his will induce him to ſeek Wars abroad, fith he finds none at home ;/ and 
therefore, defirous of his company and preſence, in that ic will ſweeten his former afflictions, and 
give life to his future hopes and content, he profers him the choice of many a rich and. fair young 

entlewomarffor his Wife, of the beſt and moſt ancient Families in and neer Auxone : but Grand 
Pre is deaf to theſe r:queſts and motions, and thinks ig a diſparngement and blemith to his valour, if 
he ſhould any way liſten, or give car thereto z..the which his Father perceiving and underſtanding, he 
bethinks himſelf ofa further invention, ___ reſolves at Winter co leave the Country, and to r:« 
tide in the City of Dijon, (famous for the ancient Seat of the Dukes of Burgundy, and tor the pre- 
{:nt Court of Parliament) hoping that there amongſt the multitude of ſweet Ladies and Genzlewos 
men, wherewith that City isadorned, his Son Grand Pre might at laſt efpye ſome Paragon of Na- 
care, whoſe beauty might have power to ſubdue and captivate his aft:Ctions; and indeed (as the (e= 
qaell will ſhew) rhe event anſwereth his expeRation. 

For on a Sunday morning in Lent, as Grand Pre went to the Royall Chapell to hear Father 7u- 
ftinian (a Capuchin Fryer) preach, he oppoſiteto him cſpics a moſt delicate and beautitull young 
Lady, flender of body, tall of ſtature, fair of taint and complexion, having a quick and gracious 
eye, with pure and delicate hair of aflax:n colour, being infinicely rich in Apparell,yet farce richer 
in the perfeftions and excellencics of a true and perfeftbeanty z in a word, ſhe was ſo amiable: and 
ſo lovely, fo ſweet, and fo pleafing to his cycs, as at her very firſt fight Grand Pre could nor refrain 
f-om bluſhing, as being raviſhed with the ſweetneſs of fo fair an objett, fo as his heart panted: and - 
bzat within him, as being not accuſtomed to encounter with ſuch beauties, or with ſuche fadden 
paſſions and alterations. | 

Now by this time this young Gentlewoman (whoſe name we.ſhall anon know) could not bur 
perceive with what earneſtneſs and delight Grand Pre beheld her, and ſecing him to be a proper 
young Gallant, and richly apparclled and followed, ſhee could nor retrain from dying her Lilly 
cheeks with a Vermilion blaſt, which gave ſuch grace to her bcauty, and fo inflamed our poor 
Grand Pre, as he could no longer refift the influence of fuchamorous afſautes 3 and now ir is that hig . 
thoughts ſtrike ſail ro affe&ion, and his heart doth homage to beauty, to as he revokes his farmer 
opinion conceived againſt the power and dignity of Love, which he now holds erronjous,and in his 
hcart vows that there is no fuch felicity in the world, as to injoy the Lady of his defires, whom his 
eyes and ſoul chiefly honour and adore: But if he be inſnared and imprifoned in thefecrers of her 
beauty, no leffe is ſhe inthoſe of his perſonage, onely ſhe is more coy and preciſe in the exrerior''de- 
monftration thereof; for as he cannor keep his eyes from gazing on her 3 fo ſhe ſeemg barrro lodk-on 
him by ſtealth, or if ſhe tranſgrefſe that D:corum, ſhe immediately, in outward appearance, checks * 
her eyes from ranging beyond the liſts of modeſty and diſcretion. | CETINTSTN 

Bat by this time, to the grief of our new Lovers, the Sermon is ended, and all prepare todep 
ſo their eyes with much diſcontent and unwillingnefſe, for that time rake leave cach of other3 and 7 
here Grand Pre makingaturn or two in the Church, is doubly rormented and perplex*d, firſt with” 23 
gricf, that he is deprived of his Miſtris fight, and then with ſorrow, that he neither knows her, nov ZZ 
her name : But as Love refines our wits, and gives an edge to our intentions, ſo he ſhews herto his © £7 
Page, and ſends him to make ſecrer enquity what ſhe is. His Page ſpeedily returns,and informs him, 
that ſhe is Madamoy ſell Mermande, cldeft danghter ro Mounfier de Creſſonville, one of the chiefelt Pre« 
fidents of the Court of Parliament. Grand Pre extremely rejoyceth to know what the'was, 'and "= 
farre the more, inreſpeR he ſees irno diſparagement either to himſelf or his Honlſe to-tfiarry her $ $4 2, hp 
and therefore omitting all other defigns and reſolutions (and bidding farewell to the Warre) ya > 
reſolves to ſeek her in marriage 3 to which cpd, the next _ he of ſet pnrpoſe,. ms 
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front whence they ariſe 3 but he ſhall know too ſoon, and his curiolity ſhall pay dear to underſtand 


or two of his intimate and familiar friends, infinuates himſelf into her Fathers Houſe, who being ab- 
ſent, whiles they entertain the Mother, he { under colour of other confercnceYcourts the Daughter : 
yea, now his aftcCion is to her by many degrees redoubled, becauſe he ſees the cxcellency of her 


mindis anſwerablc to that of her perſon; and now ſhe comming likewiſe to know him, is as it were 


wrapt up in the comemplation of a thouſand ſweet contents, which ſo work on her aftcQion, (or 
rathcr on her heart)as if he thinks himſelf happy in ſeeking ſuch a Miſtris, ſhe eſteems her ſelf bleft in 
finding ſuch a Servant, 

Grand Pre finds his firſt entertainment from Mermandy to be reſpeRive and pleafingzand ſo autho- 
rized by her courtefic and advice, he taking time at advantage, goes to che old P pe an her Father, 
and bewrayes him his affe&ion to his Daughter,and the defirc he hath to obtain her for his Wife: fo 
having begun his ſate,he leaves his Father Grandmoxt to finiſh it, and continually frequents the com- 
pany of his beautifull Miftris Mermanda. 

Her Father Ereſſoville diſlikes not this Match, but deems it both agreeable and honourable ; only 
he knows that Grandmont hath likewiſe one onely Daaghter, and himſelf one onely Son 4, ſo he infi- 
nitely defires to make this a double Match, thereby to contratt amore firm and ſtrifter league be- 
twixt their two Houſes: this is propoſed and debated, as well between the younger folks,as the old 
Parents, and ar laft it takes effzQ; fo as purpoſely omitting, firſt the conference, then the Letters ſent 
from Grand Pre to Mermanda, and from Mermanda to Grand Pre; from De Malleray ( Creſſonvilles 
Son) to Hautefelia, and from H autefelia to De Malleray z becauſe the inſerting thereot would make 
this bricf Hiftory ſwell into an ample volume; Theſe warraiges, to the joy of the Parents, and the 
ſweet content of their Sons and Daughters, are pompouſly ſolemniz:d in Dijox, with all variety of 
Feaſting, Dancing, and Making, anſwerable to their degrees and dignities. But theſe Marriages 
ſhall nor prove ſo fortunate as is hoped, and cxpetipdaetFer was Hymeneus invited thereunto, or if 
he were, he refuſed to come ; and therefore Lucing will likewiſe ſave her labour, becauſe ſhe knows 
that neither of theſe two young, married Gentlewomen ſhall live to make uſe of her aſliſtance. 

And here before I proceed farther, I with the event of this Hiſtory could give the lyc to this enſu- 
ing poſition, That there is no pride nor malic? to that of a woman 3 bur 1 have more reaſon to fear, 
than hope to belceve the contrary ; for no fooner have our two young couples reaped the fruits of 
Marriage, and the fclicity of their defires, but we ſhall ſee the Sun-ſhine of their joy overtaken with 
adiſmall ſtorm of grief, forrow, and misfortune 3 whereby we may obſerve and learn, that there is 
no perfect nor permanent felicity under the Sun, bur that all things in this world, yea, the world ic 
ſelf is ſubjeR to revolution and change. The manner is thus : 

Hautefelia envies her Sifter in Law Mermanda's advancement, and contemnes her own; ſhe likes 
not to give the hand to her, whom ſhe knows is by deſcent her inferiour, and to ſpeak true,preferres 
a Scarlet Cloak before a Black, and a Sword-man before a Pen-man ; theſe ambitions conceits of 
hers, proceeding, from Hell, will brecd bad bloud, and produce mournfull effeOts 3 yea, peradventure 
ſtrangle her, who imbraceth and praiſeth chem. 

Mermanida is of a gracious and milde nature, Hautefelia of an imperious and revengefull ; never 
any married couple live more contented, nor paſt more pleaſant daycs, than did Grand Pre and his 


. fair Mermanda for the ſpace of one whole year 3 wherein ſhe bore her (elf fo loving and courtcous 


towards him, and he fo kind and pleaſant toher, as their ſweer carriage, and honourable and verty= 
ous bchaviour, was of all the world ( Hautefelia only excepted) highly praiſed and applauded. Bur 
Hautefelia envying Mermanda's proſperity and glory, becauſe the could neither parallcl che one,nor 
equall the other,and ſecing with no other cycs than thoſe of ambition and cnvy,berhinks her ſelf how 
ſhe might a& her difgrace,andeclipſe the ſplendor of her vertues and glory. When remembcing thac 
the Baron of Betarford(dwelling not farre trom AuxoneYſometimes vifited her Brother Grand Pre, as 
alſo that he very latcly had doneher two unkind offices; the one, by buying a Jewell from her,which 
ſhe was in price with, of a Gold-ſmith at Dijon Fair 3 and the other, for recaining a little fine white 


Frizeland Dog, which his Page had ſtole from her : ſhe thinks to give two ſtrokes with one ſtone, 


and atone time to bez revenged both of the Baron and of her Sifter in Law Afermanda. 
- Tudge,Chriftian Readergwhat ſimple reaſons and trivial motives this inconſiderate Gentlewoman 
bath for her malice, but ſhe is reſolute therein, and as ſh: hath laid the foundation, fo ſhe will per- 
fe& the edifice of her malicy and revenge 3. which to cffc&; ſhe ſends a Scervantof hers purpoſely 
ncer Auxone, to her Brother Grand Pre, and writes him a Letter to this effec; She intreats him to 
come ride over to her, for ſhz hath a fecret of importance to reveal him, which ſhe holds not fitto 
commit to pen, and wirhall adviſcth him to frame ſome other excuſe towards her Husband for his 
Grand Pre arrived at Dijon, and is welcomed of his Brother and Siſter, but he diſcovers her to be 
more ſorrowfull than accuſtomed ; he is ignerant what theſe clouds of her diſcontent import, or 
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it. $4ppzr ended, they ferch a walk in the Garden, and fo he is condufted ro his Chamber, where 
his Brother in Law De Malleray giving him che good night, his Siſter Hautefelia with tears in her 
eyes informs him, that {he knows for certain, the Baron of Betanford is too familiar with his Witt 
AMermanda, yea, beyond the bounds of honeſty, the which ſhe muſt necds reveal him, becauſe his 
honor is hers, which,as ſhe is bound by nature,fhe will cheriſh and preſerve as het own life. ' 

Grand Pre amazzd at this ſtrange and unlooked-for news, is like one lunatitk, or rather ſtark mad, 
he ftamps with his foot, throws away his hat, now caſting himſelf on the bed, then on the floor;yea, 
and had not his Siſter prevented him, he had killed himſelf with his own Sword : theſe are the 
wretched paſſions of jealoulte, which tranſport our ſelves beyond our ſelves, and our reaſons beyond 
che limits of reaſon : and now this vile and malicious Sifter of his, (more out of policy than cha- 
rity) uſeth many prayers and perſwaftons, brings him again to himſclf, and they conclude to keep 
it ſecret from all the world,bur withall Grazd Pre vovrs ſharply to be revenged both of his Wife,and 
the Baron of Betaxford. » 

Hantefelia having thus broached her inveterate and implacable malice (laughing hereat like a 
Gyplic) beraxes her {ef ro her reſt, Ieaving her Brother not to fleep, bur to drive our the night in 
watchtulnefi: and jeatoufic : who the next morn (ſooner than his accuſtomed hour) riſeth, takes 
his leave of his Brother and Siſter,and ſo very penfve and ſorrowtull rides home. 

Mermandga finds h:zr Husband fad, andcnquires the cauſe thereot ; ſhe prayes him, that if any grief 
or misfortune have betalln him, ſhe may participate and bear the one half thereof, as ſhe doth of hig 
joy and proſperity : and as ſhe was wont to do, profereth to kifſe him; bur he flcights her, and 
with much unkindneſſc and diſdain puts her off; whereat ſhe is amazed,as not acquainted with ſuch 
diſcourtefic. Afrer Supper (jealoufie being his chictcft diſh ; and gricf, hers) he makes three or four 
folitary turns in the Court,and then ſends his Page for hisWite,who betwixt comfort and grief, hope 
and deſpair, preſently comes to him. He demands of her whether ſhe will walk with him 3 ſhe an- 
ſwereth, thar his pleaſure ſhall ever be hers 3 and that ſhe will moft joyfully and willingly wait on 
him where he plcaſcth « he brings her to a ſolitary Grove, and there having choler in his looks, and 
fice in his rongue, he chargeth her of diſhoneſty with the Baron of Betaxford. | 

Poor Mermanda, as it were pcirced to the heart with the thunder-bolt of this news, falls to the 
ground in a fainting ſwoon : yea, Grand Pre her Husband hath much adoe to recover her, wh 
comming again to her ſclf, ſh: with many volleyes of fighs, and rivolers of tcars, purgeth her ſelf of 
chat imputation and ſcandall ; ſhe blames his credulity and jealoufic, terms her accuſers devills ang 
witches, invokes heaven and carth to bear witneflc of her innocency 5 and withall clears the Baron 
of Betanford, vowing and proteſting by her part and hope of heaven, that he never atrempred nor 0+- 
pened his mouth to make her theleaft ſhadow of ſo unchaſt a motion. 

Grand Pre weighing her words, and ſccing her bitter and ſorrowtfull tears, believes his Wiſe, and 
fo frees both her ſelf and the Baronzprayes her to pardon him, and vows that he will love her dearer 
than before, and for cyer forget & bury the memory thereof in perpetual oblivion and forgerfulneſs; 

But his Wife Mermanda, notwithſtanding this ſabmiſſion OT reconciliation of her Husband,' is 
ſtill vexed in mind, as finding, it caſte to admit grief, bus difficalg to expell it : ſhe knows not what 
todo, nor of whom to take advice how ſhe ſhould bear her ſelf inthis ſtreight and perplexity ; for 

£11 ſhe knows, that if the Baron of Betaxford ſhould come to vifit her Husband, as formerly he was 
accuſtomed to do, ic would revive and confirm his jcalouſte,although they were both as innocent as 
innocency it ſelf. Now ſhe reſolves to write the Baron a Letter to refrain her houſe : but then thee 
thinks it too much indiſcretion and preſumption to attempr it, or that the Letter might be intercep- 
ted,or her Husband have news thereof 3 bat again,fearing his comming, and encouraged through her 
innocency, ſhe reſolves to write unto him : which the doth to this eff,&. | 


T is not with bluſhes, but tears, that Ipreſume to write unto you ;, for indeed it grieves me to publiſh my 
Husbands folly, which by duty T know TI am bougd to 6onceal ; neither had IT attempted it, but that grief 
and neceſſity throws me on this exigent : for ſoit is, that my unſpotted chaſtity is not capable to defend bim 


from jealoufie, which makes me as much triumph in mint own loyalty, as I grieve at his ingratitude: auduot - 


content to wrong me, his folly, or rather his frenſie hath refle&1on on you, , whom he takes to be both the 0b Jace F.Y 


and cauſe thereof : but as your innocency can juſtly warrant and detend mine honour, and your bononr my 2M 
innocency from the leaſt ſhadd ow of that crime ;, ſo that we may both indeavour, rather to quench than'en«!' 


flame this his irregular paſſion 3 1 moſt humbly beſeech you to refrain our houſe, and neither to vifit me, nor* 

be. familiar with him, and ſo per adventure, time may wear away fromhis thoughts, that which at preſent 

truth and reaſon cannot. Tour relucent vertues and true generoſity aſſure me of this curtefie, the which F 

will repay with thanks, and reguite with prayers, that your dayes may be as influite as your perfefiions, and 

your fant as glorious as your merits. Fo; 

MERMANDA. 
B 3 yo: 
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extolleth her innocency, and condemns his jealoukhe : he will be carefull to preſerve a Ladics honor, 
eſpecially one fo truly chaft and honourable as Mermanda: he beforc had a purpoſe to ſee Paris, fo 
now this occaſion doth both crown and confirm his reſolution 3 he makes ready his preparatives 
and baggage, and ſo takes Coach for that great City, which abounds with the greareſt part of the 
Nobility of the whole Kingdom ; but before his departure, he returns Mermanda this Auſwer. 


Our vertues and my conſcience, make us as unworthy of your Husbaxds jealouſie, as be of ſo chaſt a 

Wiſe as Mermanda, and ſo true a friend as B:tanford : but as-your affe@ion to him bath ſtill ſhined 
in your loyalty, ſo it muſt now in your patience; ſith he in this baſe-paſſion of his ſeeking his own, ſhame, 
will at laſt afſuredly find out your glory. Had his folly revealed me ſo much as your diſcreet Letter, I 
would have exchanged my Pen to a Sword, and with the hazard of my life, and loſſe of my deareft blood, 
made known as well to him as to the whole world, the truth, both of your chaſtity and honour, and of mine 
honour and innocency :..in the mean time I will both imbrace and obey your requeſt, and will mannage it 
with ſuch obſervance to your Husband, ſuch reſpel to your vertues, and ſuch regard to mine own reputati- 
&#2, as I hope he ſhall ret ſatisfied of your chaſtity towards himſelf, and of mine ts you; otherwiſe I prize 
Ladies of your perfeiions at ſo high a rate, and ſet Cavaliers of his humonr and inclination at ſo low an 
efteem, that I well know how to anſwer ha choler with contempt, and to requite your diſcretion both with 


admiration and praiſes F TANFORD 
P . 


» Mermanda very joyfully receives this Letter : but hers to the Baron produceth eff:&s contrary to 
her hopes z for Graxd Pre underſtanding of the Baron of Betaxford's ſudden departure for Paris (as 
jealoutic is full of cyes) he fears a Plot betwixt him and his Wife, and ſo confirms his former ſuſpi- 
tion of her difloyalty z he therefore converts his love into hatred towards her, and now (to ſhew the 
fruirs and cffRs of his jealouſic) refuſerh her his Bed, than which,to a chaſte and vertuous Wife no- 
thing can be more diftaſtefall. 

At this ingratefull diſcourtefic, poor Mermanda tears her hair, ſigheth, weepeth, mourneth, and 
lamenteth in ſuch pitcifull ſort, that it ſeems nothing in the world is capable to comfort her: bur ſhe 
conceals her pricf as ſecretly as ſhe may 3 only her pale checks and diſcontented looks, as the out- 
ward heralds of het inward affcQion, do filently diſcover and bewray ir. 

Her Husbands Father and Mother, Grandmont, and de Carnye, all this while know nothing of 
this diſeontent between Grand Pre and Mermanda; but their malicious and wretched Daughter 
Hautefelia (whoſe malice never {lceps) hath ſpics in every corner of her Fathers Houſe, who ad- 
vertiſc her thereof 3 whereat ſhe infinitely triumpheth and rejoyceth. But this joy of hers ſhall be 
but as a breath on ſteel, or as ſmoke before the wind. 

Grand Pre this mean time boyles with inveterate rage, and his jcaloufic carries him to ſuch ex- 
tream's, as he vows tobe revenged, firft of Betanford, then of his Wife, to which cft-& he pretends 
bulines to Chaalons (as what will malice leaye unpretended 2?) and taking a choice Horſe,a Page and 
two Lackcics with biny, he paGeth a contrary way, and comes firſt to Troy, then to Brie-count Robert 


(a dayes journey from Paris )where being very private in his Inne, he writesa Challenge, and taking: 


alide his Page, delivers it him, and commands him, at break of day to poaft with all expedition for 
Paris.3 where being arrived, to go to'the Crown of France in Saint Honories Street, and ſecretly to 
dcliver it to the Baron of Betanfordyto take his anſwer,and to serurn the ſame night. 


The Page to obey his Maſters command,ſeems rather to flicgthan poaftzhe fitly finds out the Baron, 


_ andvery fairly dclivers him the Letter,who breaking up the Seal, therein finds theſe words : 
GRAND PRE, to the Barca of BETANFORD. 


.X On need no other witneſſe than.your ſelf to inform you in how high a nature you have wronged me, and 

| þ 47608 your falſe glory hath made my true ſhame ſo apparent, as I bad rather dye than live to digeſt 
it : far not to diſſem 

fences, than pardon this : therefore find it not firange that1 voor you to meet me 0n Thurſday morning 

next, at five or ſix, either with your Sword or Rapier on Horſe-back, or a foot at Carency, half « league 

from Brie-count Robert, where the Bearer hereof ſhall expe& you, to condud you ſafely to a fair Medow, 


where without Seconds I will attend you; It is impoſſible for me to receive any other ſatisfadion; for to- 


write you the truth nothing but your life, or mint, is capable to decide this difference. 


n | GRAND PRE. 


" Gode Revenge againſt Muriher, Book 1. 


The Baron receives this Letter,praiſeth Mermanda's diſcretion, and laughs at Grand Pre's folly, 


e 
le you my malice, as you have done me your friendſhip, I can ſooner forget all other of 
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Grand Pre and eMermanda. 


At the reading hereof, the Baron is ſo farre from the leaſt ſhew or apprehenſion of fear, as he is 
pleaſant and jocund 3 yea, he cauſeth Grand Pre's Page to dine with him, and after dinner, takes 
him aſide, and ſpeaks to him thus : Tell thy Maſter, that I will not fail to meet hizu 0 Horſe=back with- 
eut a Second, at the hour and place appoimed. The next morn he difpeeds away a choice Horſe, which 
his Lackey leads, and about ten of the clock, only with his Chirurgion, and Page, takes Coach, and 
comes that night to Carency, where he lodgeth. ; 

The next morning being Tharſday (the day appointed to fight) Grand Pre , pretending to go to 
the Church, ſends away his Page to Carency, to await and attend the Baron, and fo only with his 
Chicurgion hies himſelf to the field ; which he firſt entered, and immediately (beforc he had fully 
made faur turns )in comes Betanfordgwhom Grand Pre's Page had m:t at Carency, and now condutt- 
cd thither, having only his Chirurgion with him, and having lefc his Coach, Page, and Lackey, a 
furlong of, with command not to ſtirre, till they heard from him. 

The Chicurgions (in ſtzad of two Gentlemen for their Seconds) diſpoſe themſelves according to 
the Order and Ceremonies of Duels) to ſearch the Combatants for Coats of Matc, or the like: bur 
they might have caſed themſelves of this labour and curioſity 3 for both the Gentlemen were too 
honourable, to have their valours tainted with this baſe point of cowardize or treachery 3 yea,in meer 
contempt thereof, they both of purpoſe had !efttheir Dublets behind them. And now begins a Com- 
bate, as memorable as bloudy, yea performed with ſuch valour, dexterity, and reſolution, that as 
theſe tim:s infinitely admire it, ſo ſucceeding ages will very difficulty believe it. 

They come into the Field with a ſoft trot, and cach having his Enemy in front, and being neer 
ſix ſcore paces diſtant, they give fpurres to their Horſes, and part like two flaſhes of lightning. At 
their firſt meeting, Grand Pre runs Beranford thorow the left ſhoulder, and Betanford onely wounds 
Grand Pre in the right check, cloſe under theeye ; and being excellent Horſe-men, they turn ſhort, 
and ſo again fall to ir with bravery and courage : in whichfncounter Betanford receives a wide 
wound upon the brawn of his right armg,and Grand Pre another thorow his left fide,which undoub- Aj 
tedly had! proved mortall, and ſo ended the Combar with his life, had not his Sword glanced on a . 24 
rib, and fo ran outwards ; and now they both retire to take breath,reſolving to advance with more 
fury: they part again, Betarford runs Grand Pre thorow the neck,and he Betaxford thorow the ſmall,” 
of the arm,where meeting with the finewes and artcrics, it cauſeth the Sword to fall out of his handg** 
whercat he is cxtreamly pzrplcx:d and amazed. 

Hzre perchance ſome baſe Fellow (who had neyer been tramed up in the School of Honour, and 
therefore nor deſerved the title of a Gentleman) would have wrought upon the misfortune of this 
accident, and dcfired no betrer advantage to diſpatch his Adverfary : But Grand Pre,whoſe genero= 
ficy in this | commend, as much as 1 deteſt his jealoufic, doth highly diſdain to ftaip his honour and 
courage with chis infamy, and ſo puts Betaxford out of his apprehenſion and fear wich theſe words z 

Baron, be couragious and chearfull,for I will rather dye, than diſgrace my ſelf fo muchzto fight with 
an unarnyed man, and fo commands his Chirurgion to deliver him his Sword again. Betanford is 
thankfull co him tor this courtefie, and vows he will never forget it. 

Now alchough their wounds do rather ingrain, than imbrodep their Shirts with blood, yet their. 
youth is ſo vigorous, their courage ſo inflamed, and their hearts fo reſolute and magnanimous, as 
they neither can, nor yet will reſt ſatisfizd : in a word, they mannage their Horſes bravely, and a# 
wonders with-thcir Swords ; for by this time they having run four ſeverall Carers : Betanford hath 2 
received ſeven wounds, and given Grand Pre ten : but the loſſe of all this blood, (which now iflued "M 
from their bodies rather by ſpowrs than drops) is not capable to cool their courages : and fo al- - * © 
though with duſt, ſwear, blood, and wounds, they rather look like Furics than men, yet they will - 
not refrain fighting. | 

And now their Chirurgions grieving and pittying to ſce themyas it were drowned in their blood, 
and well knowing that hey had performed more than they thought poſſible for men, they both 
agree, and ſo rinning with rheir Hats in their hands, humbly pray them to defift and reſt ſatisficd,by 
ſhewing them hat their Swords and Courages had already afted wonders beyond belief, and that h 

was plitty that Parents, Prince,and Country, ſhould be deprived of ſuch reſolute and valorous Cas: 
valicss, than whom, the world (upon fo unfortunate an meme” hath ſcldome ſeen braver ; bug * 
they ſpeak to the wind, and r:ceive no other thanks, but this check from them both, that they are 
baſe Fellows, and know not what belongs to their funfion and duty ; and fo rating and command» 


ing them away, they once more divide themſclves,and with freſh reſolution and couragey again ſex _ 
ſpurres to their Horles 3 but this incounter proves more nappy to Betauford, and more dangerouwro 
Grand Pre: for as he makes a thruſt to Betanford; which miſt and paſt under his right arm, withoay - 


doing _—_— harm than pietcing and cutting thorow his Shirt, Betaxford- (with all the courage 2 
and dcxtMity he had) run Grand Pre horow the belly into the reynes , with which unfortunate "= I 
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wound, as alſo witha talſe pace, his horſe then mad, he fell from the ſaddle to the ground ſpecch+ 
lefſ:, ſprawling and ftruglingg/as it he were ___ the point to take his laſt farewell of the world : bur 
hz was not ſo happy, for he ſhall be cured of his wounds, and hereafter dye a more mournfull and 
lamentable end. ? 

Betanford ſecing Grand Pre fall, doubted that his wounds were mortall, and fo alights : whereat 
his Chirurgion with a loud voice, crycd out, Diſpatch him,Diſpatch him 3 bur he calls him villain for 
his labour, when remembering the former courtchic he had received of Grayd Pre, in regiving him 
bis Sword, he like a true noble Gentleman vows now to requite it, and fo throwing it and his hat 
away, he with our- ſr:d arms ran to imbrace and aſſiſt him z yea, he prefers Grand Pre's life before 
his own, and wich all poſſible ſpeed commands his Chirurgion to bring and baſt thither his Coach, 
and to his beſt power doth aflift Grand Prezin ſetting himup,in ordering and binding up his wounds; 
his Coach being come, hecauſeth him to be laid in ſoftly, and fo he in one Boot, and the two Chi« 
rurgions in the other, their Pages and Lackeyes attending them, they drive away to the very next 
Countty-Houſe,where they huſh themſelves up privatcly, and here Betanford reſembling himſelf, 
conjureth both the Chirurgions to uſe their beſt art and chiefcſt skill upon Gran Pre, and before he 
would have his own wounds looked unto, he cauſeth his tobe opcned;they do it,and both concurre 
in opinion, that his laſt wound is mortall; he ſees them dreff: him,and vows he will not forſake flim 
in this extremity, but will bs more carcfull of him than of himſelf. Reciprocall and fingular de- 
monftrations of courteſic and konour in theſe two Cavalicrs, which will make their memories fa- 
mous to Poſterity. 

Betanford fezing Grand Pre committed to fl:ep, cauſcth his own wounds to be ſpeedily ſearched 
and dreſſed, whjch are not found dangerous, and then takes order in the houſe, that Grand Pre be 
furniſhed with all things neceſſary, as Chamber, curious attendance, and the like ; yea, he ordereth 
- matters ſo, that all things might be done with great ſecreſic and filence, not permitting any of his 
own, or Grand Pre's Servants tobe ſecrt forth the houſe, wo the end that the news of theſe their acci- 
dents might not be brutced or vented. 
+... , About noon,GrandPre's ſpeech by little and little comes to him,and likewiſe kis memory, when 
Bs Betonford abſenting all from his Chamber, with his Hat in bis hand, came to his bed-fide,and having 
Faartcouſly ſaluted and comforted him, prayes and conjures him,as he is a Gentleman of Honour, to 
L Xx&l himwhy and wherefore he fought with him. Ah Baron (quoth Grazd Pre) firſt (wear to me on 
2 thin: Honourzthou wilt deliver me the truth of a queſtion I will demand of thee, and then I will ſhew 
thee. By my honour and fidelity, replics Betanford, and as I hope for Heaven, I will. Then Baron 
Cquoth he) diddet thou never wrong me and mine Honour, in being too familiar with my Wife 
Mermanda f The Baron with many ſolemn proteſtations and religious oaths,clcars both himſelf and 
Mermandagand vows that his heart never thought it,much leffe his tongue ever attempted it. Where- 
ar Grand Pre very humbly intreats him to cxcuſe and pardon hins, fith he underſtood and beleeved 
the contrary,which was the only cauſe of his diſcontent and challenge: adding withall,thart he will, 
- tilldeath, eſteem him as his moft honourable friend, and as longas he lives, will affe& and love his 
Wife dearer than ever he had before. Ir is as great a happineflc to repair and reform errours, as a 
miſcry to commit then. | 
The Baron of Betaxford ftayes very ſecretly ten dayes with Grand Pre at the Country-houſe,when 
ſceing his wounds hopefully cured and recovered, they reſoive to depart. Grand Pre kindly thanks 
Eetantord tor his lite, and all other courteſics he hath received of him, and he as courtcoufly doth 
the like to Grand Pre,tor giving him his Sword wherewith he preſerved his own,and ſo like honour- 
able andintimare friends, they rake leave cach of other : the Baron taking horſe for Paris, and frecly 
IendingGrazxd Pre his Coach to return to Auxoze, Thus we ſce courtehie alwayes returneth with 
Mferclt. , 
' Grand Pre at his comming home, kiffeth and fawneth on his Wife Mermanda, acquaints her with 
the occalion and event of the Combar, condemneth his own folly,and cxtolleth her chaſtity, praycs 
*,. Herto forgive him again this once for all, and vows, that there lives not a braver Noble man in the 
- ©. world than the Baron of Betanford : and to ſpeak truth, ſhe deſerves this ſubmiſſion and reconcitia- 
tion, and he that praiſe. 

At che knowledge hereof, I know not whether Mermanda (like a gracious and courtcous Wife) 
do more grieve ather Husbands wounds, than rejoyce ar his recovery and life : and now he repent- 
-ig and dereſting his former crrour, renews his love, atf:&ion, and friendſhip to her, the which he 
c:yfirm:th and uniteth with a perpetuall and indiffoluble Gordion knot : nevertheleſſe the varicty 


nel, which withcreth the Roſes and Lillies of her beauty. | 


,- paraltcld or compared, except by Antitheſis : for as Mermanda repoſcth her ſelf under the ſhadow of 
ISNT her 
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of her afflictions, and the excctſ: of her grief and diſcontent, breeds her much weaknefſe and {ick= 


\ Bar come we trom Mermandy's heavenly vertues to Hautefelia's devilliſh vices, which.gannot be +. 
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| Hiſt. 1. | Grand Pre and Mermanda. 


hcr own innocency, and lives in perfe& love and charity with che whole world, ſo her wretched 
Sifter- in-Law Hautefelia, ſecing her hopes and purpoſes prevented, will nor fleep in her malice, 
bur ſets her wits and revenge upon the Tenter-hooks, to find out another expedicnr, to be rid of 
Mermanda, who (inherwicked conceit) ſhe thought was Enemy to her content, and an eye-ſore 
to her ambirion and greatneſlc. 

We no ſooner flye from God, but the Devill follows us ; andir proves alwaycs a miſcrable folly 
to be wiſe in wickednefſc and fin. Hautefelia is reſojute in her rage, and cannot or rather will nor 
ſee heaven for hell, ſhe berhinks her ſelt of another invention to ſend Mermanda into another world, 
and fo ſtrikes a bargain with Le Freſnay an Apothecary for two hundred crowns to poyſon her,who 
Ike alimb of the Devill doth underrake and promiſe it, the which (Ah gricf to think thereon he in 
lefle than two moneths performeth, and ſo this vertuous and harmlefſe young Gentlewomat is moſt 
unnaturally and treacherouſly bereaved of her life; and brought. to a mournfull and lamentable cnd. 
Which inhumane murther, we ſhall ſee, God in his due time will miraculouſly dete&, and ſeverely 
revenge and puniſh. 

Her Husband Grad Pre exceedingly bewailes her death, as alſo her parents and friends; yea, fo 
infinite were her vertues,and ſo ſweet her behaviour and carriage;as all that knew Mermanda lamen= 
ted her decealc,yet no way ſuſpeQting or knowing the violent and extraordinary cauſe thereof. 

Now,whilcs others mourn, Hautefelia exceedingly triumphs and rejoyces hereat : but this bloudy 
victory ſhall coſt her dear. In the mean time Mermande's fingle death can neither quench her revenge, 
nor ſatisfic her arybirion ; for as ſhe liked not the Sifter, (o ſhe (as before we have partly underſtood) 
never loved the Brother, her own Husband*de Malleray 5 whom ſhe hath obſerved, very bitcerly wept 
and grieved at his Siſter Mermanda's death 4 ſhe therefore, reſolute to addg fin to fin, reſolves to caft 
the apple of diſcord between Grand Pre her Brother, and de Malleray her Husband, knowing thar if 
the firft were {]ain,ſhe were fole Heir to her Father ; if the ſecond, ſhe would have a Noble Husband z 
a policy, whoſe invention is as diabolicall, as the exccution thereot dangerous. 

To which effe& ſhe informs her Husband, that her Brother Grand Pre had killed his Wife Aer 
maxde with his jealouſicythat he held her to be the Bar Betanford's ftrampet,with whom for the - 444 
ſame cauſe he had fought at Brie-count Robert,and whigWas morc,it was ſhrewdly ſuſpeted he had +. =® 
poyſoned her, the which ſh: once thought for ever e concealed,but that ſhe knew hex Husband' -. 7 
was, and ought to be neerer to her than her BrotherF® Good God, how far will the malice of'1 
wretched Woman cxtengor to what a monſtrous height will it grow ? | ON 

De Malleray grieved &F the heart for this heart-killing news, becauſe he ever loved his Sifter as 
dearly as his own life,without conſidering & weighing whether his Wives words were drofs or gold, 
belicves her 5; and ſoreſolves very ſecretly to acquaint the Prefident his Father herewith, thereby 
thinking and preſuming that he would by Order of Law call Grazd Pre in queſtion forthe faft; - 

But old Creſſonvilie (having as well his head in eyes, as his eycs in his head :) ſeeing that this ft- 
ſpition and accuſation had no firm grounds, that it was an intricate bulinefſe to find'our, that jt 
would breed a ſcandall to his Family, and eſpecially to his deceaſed Daughters reputation, - fith ic 
is thenacure of calumny to aim at the moft vertuous perſons,as Cantharides do at the faireſt lowers ; 
that it would take upthe duſt of her combe, and withall breed him an infinite number of potent and 
powerful Enemics : Therefore grounding his judgement upon theſe reaſons, and his reſolutions 
upon this his judgment,hc holds it beſt ro ſmother it in filence,and ſo te brook his Daughters death * 
as patiently as he may. SOARES 547 

De Malleray (ecing his Father fo cold in this bufinefle, began to be all in fire himſelf, vowing that 
he would maintain the honour, and revenge the death of his only Sifter Mermazudaz and his! Wiſe 
Hautefelia, with her impetuous and implacable malice, blows the coals, and ſets an edgg to; thizhis 
reſolution : when that very inſtant underſtanding bis Brother Grand Pre was that Eveningarrived 
at Dijon, he (conſulting with Nature, but not with Grace) by a Gencleman of his familiar agquains 
tance, ſends him this Challenge. 3-0 I len 


DE MALLERAY to GR AND PRE. 


Should degenerate both from my honour and bloud, if T were not ſenſible of thoſe wrongs and lilarece 
you have offered your Wife ol my Siſter 3 they are of that nature, that I know not whether hpi waiotentc; 
deſerve more pity,or your jealouſie contempt and revenge : her death and your conſcience mal f 
challenge you, as you have unjuſtly done the Baron of Betanford : Therefore to morrow at fin 
«fter dinner, at the fobt of Talon-fort, in the meadow ranked with Walnut-Trees, bring etthwi; 

Rapier, or Rapier and Ponyard, and I will meet you without Seconds; the equity of my cauſe, wind thy 
Juftice of yours, make me confident in this hope, that as you loft your blood neer Brie-count Robert yay $2600 
now leave your life in the ſight of Dijon J uage bow earneſtly T defire,to try the temper of your-htatignas 
1werd, fith already I not only count hours, by minutes. DE MALLERAYC 7. - - 
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Grand Pre, though newly recovercd of his late wounds accepts this Challenge, bue not without 
extreme wonder to ſce Ds Mallerey fo paſſionate and reſolute 5 he makes choice of ſingle Rag icr,and 
and fo they meet, where, withotr any other ceremony they throw off cheir doublets, and gave them 
to their Chirargions, whom they command to ftay withour the next hedge,and nor itir from thence, 
till the death of the one proclame the other victor. 

* The San (that great and glorious Lamp of Heaven ) fwiſtly poaſts away from our Horizon to rhe 
Anmtipodes, of parpoſe not to fec,or be acceſſary to this bloody Tragedic, when our Champions u). - 
ſheath their Swords, and difpoſe themſelves to fight, both with judgment and reſolution 5 De Mal- 
ler #9 comes up fairly, profers the firſt chruft, and gives Grand Prea wound in his lete thigh, and in 
exchange teceives another from him in the neck, which he aimed fully at the breft, but that he bore 


it ap with his Rapicr. Grand Pre at the firſt gives back, but fceing de Malleray inſult and prefi: on 


him, he refolutely advanceth, and runs him thorow the fide: bur the wound was ſo favourable, 2s 

it cauſed mach blood,yer it brought no danger. They make a ſtand and take breath, and o 
they very zeſolutely to it again; De Malleray having hitherto the worſt,doth now refolve to manage 
his bufincs with leffe violence and more judgment 3 when Grand Pre driving home to him, he wards 
bravely,and caking time at advantage,thrufts him in the Teft ſhoulder with a wide and deep wound, 
but himſelf is hurt in the left arm with a wound, which ran from his wriſt to him elbow. 

By this time their ſhirts are deeply befprinkled and gorcd with their blood ; but this will not ap- 
peafe their courages, they will try again; for they never think enough as long as they can tand,and 
this encounter proves as fortunate for Grand Pre, as fatall for De Malleray : tor he receives a-deep 
wound under his left PaPs which carries his lifc and foul from this world co another ; ſo as withour 
ſpeaking one word, he falls dead to the ground. 

Grand Pre ſeeing De Malleray dead, gives thanks to God for his victory, and fo mounts on horſe- 
back,arid with bis Chirurgion poaſts towards Dole,a Parliament City of the free County, belonging 
40 the Arch-Duke Albertus, leaving De Malleray's Chirurgion, not to'curegbut to bury his Maſter,or 
at aſt to convey his dead body to Dijon,for Pretident Creſſonville his Father to perform that office. 
Who is no ſooner adverrtifcd of his Sonieatb, bat with tears he gives the Parliament to under- 
® ſtand thereof, and craves juſtice forthe The Parliament decrecs a power to apprehend 
| - "Gbw#d Pre z bat he is nor defirous to loſe h on a Scaffold : for by this time he hath recovercd 
Dit; where having Rtayed ſome three rhoneths, his parents and friends (by the favour of that gene- 
f the Province of Bur- 


#ixay) procured and fent him his Pardon. 
Bur in this mean titne come we to his Siſter Hautefeliz (the diſgrace of her S:x,and the fire-brand 
af Hell) who no ſooner underſtood the death of her Husband, and the flight of her Brother, ſhe ha- 
vipg hardly the patience to fee him laid in his graves and reſolving rather to break her neck with 
eiveghan her hearc with forrow, being ſure of her Dowry, packs up her Jerxclls, Plat, and chicfcſt 
agpagpe,and fo leaves Dijon, and gors hometo her Father necr Auxone, where during the age of hee 
Farther «hd Mother, and the abſence of her Brother,ſhe moſt imp-rioufly ſwayes and commands all. 
Biit this her authority laſteth not long 3 for now home comes Grand Pre from Dole, at whoſe re- 
turh ſhe finds matters altered,and her greatnefſ: and power diminiſhed, and to h:r grict ſees that ſh: 
cannot ſo abſolutely domincer as before 3 and which was far worſe, her Brother in his abſence ar 
Dole, having ſmelt and underſtood her malice and invereratec hatrzd, both ro Mermanda, the Baron 
of Betanford, De Malleray her Husband,and likewiſe to himſelf (though nothing fuſp=Qing or drea- 
ning of her poyſoning humour)he is fo farre from acknowledging or reſpeCting her tor his Siſter,as 
- he will neither indure her company or fight 5 which ſhe making no ſhow to perceivebur like a Fury 
vfHell, as ſhe is, diflembling her malice and revenge, ſhe is Rill conftant,and perſeveres in her hamor 
| th again recourſe to her ex:crable Apothecary La Freſnay, and to the 
Devill het D3tor likewiſe,to make away her Brother Grand Pre with poyſon,as he had alr-ady Mer- 
»manda his Wife, and gives him three hundred Crowns to effc& it. This damnablc Apothecary to- 


= ving money well, and(as it ſcems) the Devil better,doth ingage bimſclf ſpeedily to perform it, and 


=” wretched villain as he is,within two moneths he accompliſheth and finiſheth it : and ſoas Merman- 
4 ran cquall forcunc with himin life, he doth the like with her in death 3 for one deadly Drug, one 
- bloodySiftter, and onedeviliſh Apothecary gives a miſerable and Jamentable end to them both. 


| F b _ And cow his blood thirkty Sifter Hientefeia (the Author of theſe crucll Murthers and Tragedics) 


B "her ſelf freed of all her Encmict, and of all thoſe who ſtood in the way of her advancenicat 
- Willbrot he (neitherthinking cithey of her conſcience or ſoul, of heaven or hell) domincers 
> ER oe more than before ; yea, builds Caſtles in the ayr,and flatters her ſelf with this falſe ambirion, thac 


Muſt be a Dutcheſſ, orar leaſt a Countefſe ; but ſhe reckons without God. | 
| have here glacted our eyes with feycrall Marthers, whereof weave beheld 


\ this wketthed Gentlewoman Hautefel;a, to be the horrible and crucll Authorzand this excerable Le 
5 = Fi | | b 
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*the Murtherer fits moſt ſecure, and thinks leaſt of it, then he:heaps coals of fire on his head, and * 


. he is apprehended, "and being examined, with many vchement and bitter afſevgrations denyeth it 


«oramit theſe Marthersz, and alſo how juſt God was in the deteRtion and puni 
lived in fin, and dyed in ſhame 3 ſo we may live in rightcouſheſe, and dyc in peace, 


% 
Said ' " _ au} ' e 
4 3 D © 7 } . 

a F YI SO SEE dt. © ih Set __: [0 

4 : | »dia. £ - 4 Y 4 
Y p s. C K * Ye 7 7 - - =, "NT 
. £ A)  Y* VE of - 
a, Sh: 4 


_ 
- 
4 . 
+» 
@ x 
. "- 7 
= * 
, ” 
- _ 
- . «4 
. ' ; 
« c 
a, . ” * 
” 0 


- 
- 
Ti. 


PR 1M | IE 6rhs > ay Ig ck." 

Grand Pre and eMormana:: : 
Freſnay to be the blondy Attor : theſe crimes of theirs, and the ſmoke of theſe chele impious- 
difpleaſing facrifices, have peirced the clouds, and aſcended the preſence ofGod, to ſuc and draw 
down vengeance and confuhton on their heads ; for although Murther be for a time concealed, yet "M 
the finger of God will in due time dete& and diſcover it ; for he will make inquifion for blood, and w- 
will ſeverely and tharply revenge the death of his children. ” 
Bur Gods Providence and Juſtice in the diſcovery thereof, is as different as miraculous ; fox © 
ſom-rimes he protracts and deterres it of purpoſey either to mollifie or to harden our heartsas 7 me 9 
beſt to his infcrutable will, and divine pleaſurez or as may chiefly ſerve and tend to his glory :"yea, LE 


fornztimes he makes the Murtherer himſelf ag well an inftrament to diſcover, as hee hath been an 
ator to commic murther 3 yea, . and many times he puniſheth one ſin by and in another, and when 
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ſuddenly cuts kim off with the revenging ſword of his fierce wrath and indignation. 1 
And now that great and ſoveraign Judge of the world, who rides on the Winds in triamph, and 
hath Heaven for his Throne, and Earth for his Foot-ftool, will no longer permit Hautefelia and La 
Freſnay.to go unpuniſhed for theſe their txecrable Murthers : for the innocent and dead bodies of 
Mermandz and her Husband Graxd Pre, out of their Graves cry to him for revenge, which like an . 
impectuous ſtorm, or a terrible thunder-clap, doth in this manner ſuddenly befall and overtake them. + 
Some fix weeks after Grand Pre's Funeralls were ſolemnized, whercat his Siſter Hamefelia. (the: 
better to cloak her villany) wept bitterly, and was obſerved to be the chief: Monrner , this hellifh 
Aporhecary L4 Fre/zay, having gotten his money ſo cafily, thought to ſpend it as prodigallyz and 
fo on a time, being in his cupsat a Taverh at Dijoz, and his brains ſwelling and ſwimming with 
ſtrong Wine (as Drunkenneffc is the Bawd and Ullher to other ſins) he ſtealing from the reſt of his 
company, committed a Rape upon one Margaret Pivot, a Girle of twelve years old, being the Vint- 
ners Daughter oi the Tavern wherein he ſat rippling. Fg | 
This yourg Girle, with millions of tears,- throws her ſclfto the feet of her Parents, and accuſeth * - 
La Freſnaytorithe tat, who.do the like to thoſe fatnous Scnagors of the Court of Parliament : {0 


= 1s age tothe Rack, andatthe ſecond torment confeſſeth ir, and ſo is condemned to bee 
anged. ,” 7. | | 
Two Capuchin Fryers prepare him for hisend; they exhort him not to charge and burthen his 
ſoul with conccaling any other crimes, adding, that if -he reveal and: repent them on carth, God 
will remit them in hcaven: thefe cxhortations of theirs produce good effe&s ; for though he have _ - 
formerly lived like a Devill, he will now dye like a;Chriftian ; and ſo with many tears revealeth, _ 
that at the inftigation of H autefelig, and for phe acre of five handred Crowns (which ar two ſeve- 
rall times ſkegavehim) he hid poyſoned Mermantz and her Hizband Grand Pre. | Ws 
Allthe world is amazed, and the-Parliamens agquainted herewirhy they alter their firſt Sentence, 
and fo for his triple villanies condemn La Freſzay to be broken alive pon the Wheel, and there to 
languitlh and dye, without being [trangledz which-in Dijon; is accordingly cxccuted to the full fa 
tisfaCtion of Juſtice. WET EIFS OY p22 w” 
A Provoſt likewiſe is forthwith diſpatched from Dijox to Grandmont's Houſe, to apprehend TRIS pn” 
Daughter Haytefe/ia;and God would have it that es ignorant'of Ly, Freſnay's ir enſigl | bs. "4 
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more, or. is deaths. \ The Proveft finds her dancing in her Fathers Garden, in company of mary... ®# -, * 
(zemlemen and Ladies; he fcts hands on her, and ſoexchangeth her mirch into moutning, and hey. 4 
ſongs into tears 2 ſhe is brought to Dijox, and examined by a Prefident,and rwo Counſellors ofthe "I MY 
Parliament. She impudently and boldly denies both Murthers ; ſaith Lz Freſnay is hec martall and”. 
profeſſed Enzmy, and thereforenot to be believed.” : But the Davitl; who hath ſolong bewitcht@*;. | 
ng iades her,; citber will not,, or rather now cannot; ſave her'with this poorevafiou ſhe is 36: -# 
judged, NEST 23s re OS 
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bition, covetouſneſſe, malice, and revenge, to ſeduce and perfwade Hautefehe and Le Freſe 
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the fear of the one may terrific us from imbracing and attempting the other ; to the end;thar ” | 
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HISTORY II. 


Piſani betrayeth Gaſparino of bis Miſtriſſe Chriſteneta, Gaſparino challengeth Piſani for this diſgr 

'*. and kills bim in the Field : he after eontinueth his ſute to Chriftemera; ſhe difſembles ber malice 

"Piſani his death; ſhe appoints Gaſparino to meet ber in a Garden,end there cauſeth Bianco and B. 
doli ro murther bim 3 they are allthree taken and executed for the ſame. 


I Here affeQion hath reaſon for guide, and vertue for obje&, it is approved of Earth, 
1 \ y applauded of Heaven z but where it exceeds the bounds of Charity, 9 the lifts of Rel 
on, Men pitty it, Angels lament it, and God himſclicontemns it 3 for if we are croſſed in our l 
why ſhould diſcontent-make us deſperate? or to what end thould we fly Reaſonto follow Rage 
cept we deſire to ride poaft to Hell, and to cnd our dayes on a ſhamefull and infamous Scaffold 
E. © on earth? Ic is an.cxcellent felicity to grow from Vertue to Vertue, and a fatall miſcrytorun f 
- Viceto Vice Loveand Charity arc alwaycs the truc marks of a Chriſtian,and Malice and Reve 
8 thoſc of an Infidell,. or rather of a Devill ; but to imbrue our hands in innocent blood, and to .. 
 -, the death of others, ,istodepriveour ſelvesof ourown life, as the ſequell of this Hiſtory will de- 
© clarc, whichl rdlate with pittyand compaſſion, fith I ſee the Stage whereon theſe Tragedics are 
E756 altedand hf ror, not only ſprinkled, but goared with great varicty and cffufion of blood. 
”  - ," *- In Pavia (the ſecond City of the Dutchy of 24illan } the very laſt year that Cornt Faextes (under: 
£7: os King of Spain) was Vicc-roy of that State, Sigmor ThomaſoVitzri, a noble Gentleman of that 
* + City; had one oncly Child, a Daughter of the age of fifteen years, named Dona Chriſftenets, who 
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j Cavalicr of Cremona muſt bear her a way, orar/leaft her aſſc&ion : The Hiſtory is thus, »* 


held her, when after two or three deep fighs (the outward Heralds of her inward paſſions ) ſhe told © + E p 


' miſcth to meet her, 
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was excecding fair and beaurifall, ahd induced wich many ex:llenc qualitics and! perfeRti "6 I i. = 
in a Gentlewoman of her'rank.: ſhe was ſought in marriage by many Gallaats of the Ciryy but a 


Signieur Emanuel Gaſparino, a noble young Gentleman of Cremona, hearing'of Vituri his-wealth, | 
and of his DE Chriſteneta*s Beauty and Vertnes (the Adamanrsand Load-fRtonies todraw mens. 
affc&ions) reſolveth wich himſclf co ſeek her for his Wife & he acquainrs nonehetewith, but an in 
timate dear freind of his, a young Gentleman of the ſame City, -named Signior -Ludovicus Piſaniz 
by deſcent a Veneriav,whom he prayecs to affift and accompany him to Pavin;'inſeeking and court» 
ing the fair Chriſtenete his Miſtcelſe. Piſa terms himſcli much honoured and obliged to G zſpi 
rinogand very willingly grants his requeſt ; and ſo they prepare for thzir journey, : 197: * 

They come to. Pavia : Vituribids Gaſpariuo welcome, and entertains him reſpetfully and coyre 
tcouſly, as alſo Piſani ; he thanks Gaſparmo for the honour he doth him in ſeeking his Davighterand 
like a carefull Father takes time to conſult hereon : but for Chriſteneta,ſhe looks not fo pleafinginor _ 
pleaſantly on him as he expeRteth. Heis deeply in love both with her beauty and other perfe&ions, 
but he finds her cold in her diſcourſe and anſwers, and very melancholy and penfive : he courts hzr 
often (and after the Italian faſhion, with variety of Mafick, Dittics,and Ayrs) but Rill he finds her 
averſe;and contrary to his defiree, as if her thoughts were otherwiſe fixed. . Gaſparizo knows not 
how to win her affetion, nor how to bear himſelf herein ;. heconſals with Pzjuni, and praycs/hing 
to conferre with Chriftexeta, and to ſound her attcCtion : Bur ic proves often dangerous, ſtill indi- 
ſcretion, to-truft a Friend in this caſe. ec) | 

Piſani promiſeth to perform the Office of a Friends and.to conferre eff-&tually wich Chrifteneta'$' 
he ſceks opportunity and place, and finds both 5/ he ſers out to her mc merits, and paints 
torth his praiſcs, and in a word, leaves nothing untouched, which he thinks may any way advance 
his Friends content and affe&ion : bur he finds Chriftexeta's mind perplexed/and rroubled ; for the: 
often changeth colours,now red; then pale,and then paleznow red again z yet he-obſerves thar her eyes 
are ſtill ſtedfaftly fix:d on him ; he prayes her that: ſhe will-retucn a pleafing anſwer for him to 
carry to his friend, and her Lover Gaſparino. © 4 14 bf ff gy Vid 24 0048 

Chriſteneta would willingly ſpeak, cannot, for: her heart paps beat and paint, angd/hi x 
ſighs very confuſedly interrupt her words'; bit at laft, dying her Lilly cheeks' with a Veravillion 
bluſh, ſhetells him chat ſhe is not ignorant of Geſparins's merics, who deſerves farre her better, bue” 3% 
that ſhe cannot conſent to Tove him, in refpe&ilic/hath fix:d, bur not ingaged heraffeftion on amy-" 7% 
cher. Piſani till extolleth his Friend Gaſparino to the sky, and for all honourable parts preferres i, 
him before any Gentleman of Lombardy z and withall, wich much indaſtry and intinuation, en-+**. 
deavours to requeſt and draw Chriftexeta to name him her Servant, which the once thought t&haygs” 3 
done,had not Modeſty (the (weeteſt and moſt precious ornament of a Virgin) for that time 'with-" 


"Wc 
C 


him thus. 

P:ſani, It isa dear and neer friend of yours, who is the ficlt that I have, and the laſt that:Þ will 
aff:Ct ; but I will not at preſent name him, only if you pleaſe to meet me ſecretly to morrow, at 
eight of the clock in the morn, in the Nannes Garden at Saint Clare, I will there inform you-who 
It is ;' but in the mean timezand ever,forbear to follicite me any more for Gaſparino, (ich he ſhall nor 
be my Servant, nor will I be his miſtrefſe : and fo for that time chey part, and he confidently pro« 


Na 


Gaſparino demands Piſanthow he finds his Miftrefſe Chriftexeta 3 He anſwers faithfully accords 368 
ing as (he told him 3 bnt. conceals their appoigited meeting in the Numnes Garden : and now becauſe 
he ſecth it labour loft to reſcarch Chrifteneta, he will not be obſtinate in his ſutegbut will give a Law + '-=3 
co his paſſions and aſſeAions, rather than they ſhall preſcribe any co him, and fo refolves: to take + | 
Icave of her, becauſe as well by her ſelf, as by herF ane gy Mfocher, and now chictly by P;/anaghe - : 
ſces ſhe is otherwiſe bent and affe&ced, to which end he avia,and returns to-Cremona, Leave + | | 
we thzrefore Gaſparinoto his thoughts, and come we to thoſe of Piſani and Chrifteneta,to ſeewhat 7 
their Garden conference will bring forth. | HP OT | 541 

P:ſani cannot imagine what Friend of his it ſhould bt that Chriſtezets Ioverh, but ſhe knows &—: 
nough for them both ; and it may be, too muich for her (elf: ſhe knows ir at leaft an immodeſt, if = 
not a bold part for her tocourt Piſavi, who ought rather to court her : but ſhe thinks it both wiſe 
dom and duty to give way to that which ſhe cannot avoid and prevent, and fo preferres the zeal of 
her aff: 4 the reſpe& of her modeſty, but that which makes her ſo reſolute in the extecu- "43 
tion of thigher amorous attempts, to ſce that Gaſparino hath found Piſani to-ſolicite for him to + |: 
her, and ſhe can find none bur her ſelf ro ſolicire for her (elf to Piſani: therefore bold inthigberres > 
ſolution, ſhe bears ſo decp and ſo dear an affcfion to Piſani, rhat ſhe thinks every momentan hay + >= 
and every houran age, befors ſhe ſee Piſani, that one 7 a of the World, whom ſheloves tan” | 
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* dear thanall theworld. Thus wiſhing night day, her Houſe the Nunnery, and herChamber the 
Gardcn3 ſhe with much impatient paticney awaits the hour of cight, which ſh: knows will bring 
her her Joy or her corment, her felicity or her miſctyyher life or herdeath. | 

The clock ſtrikes cight 3 Chriſteneta takes her Praycr-Book, and her Waiting. Maid, and fo trips 
away to the Nannery 3 bur ſhe doth now diſpenſe wich her devotion, to give content to her eyes, of 
rather to her hearty in ſceing and injoying the defired company of P;ſan;, whom ſhe eftcems the life 
of her content, and the content of her lifc,and ſo forſakes the Church, co go to the Garden: Piſani, 
who never failed ofhis hour and promiſe to men, doth now diſdain to miſf: th:reof to a Lady : for 
Chrifexcta hath ſcarce made three paces in the Walks of the Garden, bur ere the fourth be finiſhed, 
he ſees Piſanienter; (hebluſh:s athis ſighs, and he grows pale at her bluth?s ; he finds her in a Bowee 
of Sycamors, Cypreſſzs, and Vincz, decked within with Roſes, Lillycs, and Gilly-flowers, he gives 
her the good-morrow and the ſalute, the which, with a modeſt and ſweet courtchie, the receives and 
returns; he tells her he is come to perform his promiſe,and if it pleaſc her,to receive hers. She would 
fain anſwer him, but her cheeks give bluſhes, where her tongue ſhould words ; bur at laft, darting a 
ſweet look on him (which was th: E nbafſadour and Herald of her heart ) ſhe diſcovereth her ſclfto 

im thus, 
, The perſon (Piſani) no whom | have fixed and ſcttled my affcCtion, doth exceedingly reſemble 
. youzis of your own blood, of your neareſt and deareſt acquaintance.Piſaxi prefſeth her to know his 
name 3 when after many glances, fighs, and bluſhes, ſh: tells him, his name is Piſani, and himſelf 
the man, prayes him to pardon her boldneſſe, and to give an honourable interpretation and con- 
ſtruion to her affeion,adding wichall,that when ſhe firſt ſaw him, ſhe loved him; and now prayes 
him to be pleaſed, that Chriftexeta may be a Solicicor for her ſelfto Piſaz/, and nor Piſani to Chri- 
ieneta for Gaſparino 3 yea, ſhe confirms her words with many faghs, and again her fights with many 
tcars,which trickle down her beautiful cheeks, like pearled drops of dew upon bluſhing damagsk roſes. 

Piſaui wonders atthis uncxpeRed news, and knows not how to bzar himſelf ina bufinefſe of this 
"nature 3 he ſees that her beauty deſerves love, and her deſcent and vertacs reſpect : but withall, he is 
nor ſo diſhonourable to betray his Friend. He wonders at her aftc&ion, and isnot ignorant that ſhe 
deſerves a more noble Husband than himſelf; but ſecing her languiſh for an anſwer, he returns her 
this: Although I acknowledge my ſelf infinitely bound to you for that affettion of yours, wherewith you 
pleaſe to honour me, yer as honour is to be preferred before affetion, ſo Chriſtcneta muſt excuſe Piſani, ſith 
be cannot be a Servant to her, but he muſt be a Traitor toGaſparino z and that reſped excepted,in rYequi= 
rall of your favour, I will effeem my ſelf happy if I may loſe my life for your ſervice. 

- Yet he is not ſo unkind, but gives her a kifſc or two at farewell, which as much delights Chrifte- 
netas as his refufall doth aftlit her : ſothey pare. Thereſft, time muſt bring forth. 

Now although Gaſparino have left Pavia, yet he cannot forſake his affe&tion to Chrifteneta, but 
ehcriſhzth her. memory, in heart adoreth her Idza;yca he loves her deeply & dearly,and indeed her 
p:rfc&ions & beauty deſerve love: but ſuch is Chrifteneta's affeQtion to Piſani,as ſhe can take no truce 
of her choughts, bur deſpighr ofdiſcretion and modeſty (which perſwade and counſcll her to the 
contrary)ſhe within ten dayes after purpoſely ſends a confident Mecfſenger to him, to Cremona, with 


this -Letrer. 
| CHRISTENETA to PISANI, 

5 Ind it nt firange, that I ſecond my laſt ſpeech with this my firſt Letter, and think,, that were not my 
Þ affeftion intire and conſtant, I ſhonld not thus attempt to reveal it ts you in lines, which bluſhnot, as 
my obe eks do, when I write them. I ſhould offer too Doe violence and injury tothe truth, if I tell you 
not that it is impoſſible for Chriſteneta to love any but Piſani, whom I no ſconer ſaw, but deeply admired 
and dearly affeted. Now ſith my zeal to you is begun in vertue, and ſhall be continued in honour, it makes 
me flatter my ſelf with hope, that you will not enforce me to deſpair : for if I am mot ſo happy to be yours, 1 
mu;t be ſo unfortunate never to be mine own. Fudge what your abſence is to me, ſith your preſence is my 
- chbrefelt felicity:which makes me both defire and wiſh,that you were either in Pavia or Tin Cremona. I caz 
© perfix and give bounds to my Letter, though not to my affetion. Hate not her, who loves you dearly, other- 
& wiſe, ahenſle ver you think, I know, your unkindneſſe to me will be meer cruelty. 


CHRISTENETA. 


Piſani receiveth thisLztter ; he wonders zt her aff:&ion, and now conſults betwixt Chriftenet as 

love to him, and hjereſp:& to Gaſparino 3 he at firſt holds it in civility not to anſwer her Letter,and 

is very-unwilling, fin doing her right to wrong his Friend : but ar laft peruſing her Letter again, 

e finds ity kind; as he deems it not qgely ingratitude, but a degree of inkumanity for him nor to 
return her an anſweryand therefore'taking Pen and Paperyhe writes to her thus. 
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PISANI w/CHRISTENETA - bun; ny or a 


Hi. I. 


. J fs diſcover me as much affettion as I ſhould treachery to my friend, either to accept or requite it;tant 
were it aot for that confideration,which muſt tend as well to mine own honour, as to your content. E 3 
dy would xot jtick to ſay, that Piſani loves Chriſtzn2ta, becauſe ſhe deſerves to be beloped 3) only. give me; £5 


nn leave to inform you, that as you are too fair tobe refuſed, ſo Iam too honeſt to berray my ſriend;e/fiti- 
c '? | ally ſuch a one who is as confident of my fidelity, as I aſſured of his.. Could tame reconcile:theſe difficulties, 
1 with my reputation, my heart would inſtantly command my pen to ſignifie you, that I defire' to; grve your 
<Q, | bope, and rake away your deſpair 3 and withall, that Pavia is more pleaſing to me than Cremonas: ſite} 
cr | Chriſtencta lives in it, and Piſani in ber. I was never heretofore cruell 10 any,neitherdo T reſotveirs be 
or wakind to you ; for how can T, ſith I as truely vow to hononr yon, as you profeſſe to love me £ -live your: ith 
F this aſſurance, and I will dye in the ſame. | (1463.47 03 ORR 
non PISANI. >; 

SA \ 1331 

_ Time with a ſwift foot vaniſhzth an1 paſſcth away, but Chriftexeta*s aff:Qtion'ta Piſanycarinat 3 
1 the in his Lectec perceives a glimmering light of hope break forth thorow the obſcure clouds of hee, 
.- | deſpair but fear doth as ſoon eclipſe and firangle, as propagate and produce it ; onely; d=ſpightialk 


1 apprehznſton and oppoſition,her thoughts do fill gaze and look on Fiſau,as the needle ot the come! 
: paſſe doth to the North 3 ſo as ſhe canreft inno truz tranquillity of mind, b:fore {he wrics to him 
* | gain; the which, ſome fitreen dayes after, ſh:doth to this cffcC. | 


cs 

<a CHRISTENETA to PISANI 

-n May paſſe the bounds of diſcretion, but will not exceed thoſe of honour 3 T have ever learn'd to retain : fo 
- this Maxim, that affetion which receives end had never beginning : If then I live, I mut breath the | J 
ws air of your love, as well as this of my life, ſith it is the prime and ſole cauſe thereof, as the Sun' is of 'the ol 
- Light. Tour Letter 1 find ſo full of doubts and ambiguities, as I know not wherefore to hope, or why not ts "1 


| deſpair 3 could you dive as deeply into my heart; as T have into your merits, if nature do not, pitty would: A 
4 inform you, that you ought to preferre the love of a Lady before the reſpelt of a Gentlemangeſpecially ſith he, *_ + > 
may carry his heart fromyou, and I defire to bring and preſent mine to you : and how can your abſences = 
either rejoyce or comfort me, ſith your preſence will mat ? Think what you pleaſe,cither of me,or of your ſelf; | 
only give me leave to tell you, that T find doubt & ſtep and degree 10 deſpair, as deſpair is to. death; 1 write: » + * 
rather with tears than Inke. If you will not live my Saint, I muſt dye your Martyr. " 2} 23; 5H . 
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* CHRISTENETA. / 1-4” 


At the receipt of this ſecond Letter (which was ſo ſweetly pleaſing, and pleafingly ſweet; $zoabis 3 
thoughts) he found the Bulwarks and defences of his reſpe&t ro Gaſparino razed: and beaten downg! 
and a. fair breach made and laid opzn for Chrijteneta to enter and take poſ:(fhon of the Caltie of this" y 
hart : ſonow at one inſtant he performs two ſeverall attemprs ;:for the farther He flies fromchis! 
friend Gaſparino, the nearer he approacheth to his Miftrefſe Chrifteneta 3 and thereforenow wholly": 
paparadifing his thoughts in the Garden of her pure beauty, andbraking the chiefeſt light of big 
| <ontentandfclicity from therelucenc luſtre of her eyes, he chinks id high time, no lohger1o{brars |» 
his FlagofD:ftance, but to ftrike ſail, and do homage to the:ifoveraign of :hjs /thoughtss'thet _ +? 
| rich he doth in this Letter, that he purpoſcly ſends her in anſwer of hers by his Page. 679711 4 48) 
= Ind me SN QUAON 
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K 7 Our vertue and beauty is enough powerfull to prevail with me 3/ but yonr affection, which add grave” > 
hr bepr either to it,nakgs me forget my reſped to Gaſparinogto remember my lave to Chritter bagt 
But that which gives life to this my reſolution, is, that'it is impoſſible for him to hate me as' much ayyoutuewt 
me; 4nd in this hope I both rejoyce ani triumphythat you ſhall not be my Martyr,but my MijtricandJ-yll -=Y 
be both your Saint and your Servant : for as you debre to lzve in my favour, ſo my chieftſt ambition ant'zeat"\ 448 
is to dye i your affeftion : that which heave makes me affirm, earth ſhall not enforce me teny."'T willſhordly"' ©; 
follow,and ſeoond this my Letterztill when, you can never ſo much langent my abſence;as T defire your prefencedl:- P 
Let this be your tre conſolation, ſith it is my ſole delight and chiefeſt felicity. 1 0 10h 00 RET 
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Gods Revenge againit Murther. Book 1. 
hopes 3 ſo that whereas heretofore ſhe condemned her preſumption in writing to Piſani, ſhe now 
not only applauds her reſolarion therein, but alſo blefſerh the hour that ſhe attempted it 3 yea, ſhe 
buildeth fuch'Caftles of delight and content in her heart, and her heart in herſoul, to think that | a1 
ſhe ſhould be his Wife, and he her Hurband, that ſhe anticipaterth the hours, and blames the dayes | w 
for not preſenting her with the fight and preſence of her ſweet Piſani, whomabove all carthly con- | ye 
cents, ſhe chi R ea 

Now if ty ave were thus excd with the abſence of ker Piſani, no lefſe is he with that of 
his Chriftencta : for remembring the freſhnefſe of her youth, and the fweerneſſe of her beauty, he | 5f 
in conceipt haterh Cremona, which before he loved, and now loveth Pavia,which before be hated : | og 
it is as great a gricfto him to be with his other affairs without her, as it wonld rejoyce him to be c; 
with her withoue them 3 yea, ſhe runs ſo _ in his thoughts, and they on her beaury, as (if it | 
were not immodeſty) he cicher wiſhech himſelf impaled in her arms,or ſhe incloyſtercd in his. And N 
4 now to perform as much as his Letter hath promiſed, he,- without thinking or reſpeCting of his old It 
| friend Gaſparine, preparcs all things ready to go ſee his new Miſtrelle Chriſtexeta. [ 
Hecomes to Pavie, accompanied with three or four of his necreſt and deareſt friends, vifitech | x 

\ 
| 
| 
| 


Chrifteners, whom he ſalutcth and courteth with all kind, honourable and amorous complements. 
\ She is joyfall, yearaviſhed with his arrivall 3 he doth affure her of his perpetual aff-Rion, and 
reciprocally himſelf of hers; yea, ſhe ſo infinitely delights in his preſence, and he fo extremely in 
| hers, that ſhe now freely gives her ſelf tro Piſani, and he in exchange, as abſolutely takes himſelf 
from _—_— to give himſelfto Chriſteneta; ſo as ſhe rejoycing in her purchaſe, and he triunphing 
in his victory, they agtend the time, wherein heaven and carth hath ordained of two bodics to 

-_ make them one. 
-, Butic is not cnough for Piſani to be poſſeſſed of Chriftencta's favour ; for ho muſt likewiſe obtain 
that of her parents,before cither he can enjoy his wiſhes, or ſhe her defires, and ſo he gocs honoura- 
and ſecretly co work with them : but he finds them not ſo craftable as Chriſtenets hoped,or him- 
'% defired 3 for old Vituri her Father preferring wealth before honour, and riches before vertues, 
| diſlikes this motion, alleging that Piſa»z:'s Father dyed excecdingly in deb ; that his chicfeſt Lands 
were i and morgaged ; that hc had many great Legacics to pay to his Siſters; but which was 
worſt of all, that Piſan: himſclf loved the Court better than the Country, and that in his expences 
and a he was extremely prodigall, and frugall in neither 3 which conſiderations ſo ſwayed | 


the } 1ent and opinion of /Vituri, that knowing he might every day provide and procure abet- 
ter Match for his Daughter, he gives Piſani ro. underſtand, that as yet he hath no intent to marry 
his Daughter, alleging her few years, andthe like trwiall reaſons and cxcuſce,whereby Piſa»; mighc 
plainly perceive,that he had no intent togive him his Daughter. 
This refufall of Vituri doth wonderfully grieve Piſaxi, and affli& Chrifteneta, fo as they fee their 
. hopes niptin their bloſſoms, and their defiresnot in the way to reap ſuch cficAts as they expetted. Pi- 
ſani diftruſting his own power, ſets his Parents and chiefeſt Friends co draw Vitwri to hearken unto 
reaſon : but his age cannot be deceived in that,which his jadgment, and not his paflion, ſuggeſteth 
him : they have diverſe conferences, butevery dayyin ftcad of bringing hopes, produceth more difh- 
culties and defpair ;z and now that Paſant may fee that his ſure and led is difpleating to Viruri, 
| he looks noton him with ſo courteons aneye as accuſtomed 3 and which is worſe, Chrijienets is 
forbidden his , and he her Fathers Houſe. 
\ This goes to the hearts of our two Lovers, but they brook it as patiemly as, they may, and 
_ that time will give cnd to theſe their diſcontents and affliftions.' In the mean while, as fire ſuppreſ- 
ſeddath often flame forth with more violence, ſofith they cannor perſonally vific one the other, 
cntertvin'their affe&ions by their Letters, who arc ſo many in number, as I hgld it fir rather 
uppreflethan divulge them. Thus whiles Piſazi comforts himſelf, that there are no roſes withour 
xrickles, and that hopes long expedted are beſt *welcome, bur chiefly relying upon the affQion 
and conſtancy of his Miftrifſe ; he will not tain his valour with this point of Cowardize, to be put 
 - off withthefirſt repulſe of Vituri, but reſolveth to eontinue as conſtant in his affeRion, as he dath 
- inhigrefaſall; and ſoafter he had ftayed a moneth or two in Cremona, he bethinks himfelt of an in- 
- vention whereby it is not impoſlible for him to obtain his Miftreſic of her Father. 
” ' P:ſanibcingincichcd with the treaſure of Chriftenete's favour and affcAion, writes to her, that if 
”- ſhe canobcain her Mothers conſent,ſhe peradventure may eaftly procure that of her Husband ; who 
”  hearkeningandreliſhing this advice with much zcal, puts ita foot; andas in few daycs ſhe gained 
' her Mother, ſoa wasnot fully paſt, beforc ſhe had likewiſe drawn her Husband to approve 
*- *- and'conſent to this Match. So now our Lovers are againrevived and comforted; for the rubs be- 
= Jing taker away, the difficultics removed, and the Parents of both fides fully ſatisfied, all things now 
=” fcemin fofaira forwardnefſc and preparation,as if our two Lovers were ſhortly to injoy cach other 
+ - In marriage,or to injoy the fruits of marriage, which ſo carncftly and infinitely affefed _ 
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To which cnd, that their Nuptialls miphic bee ſolemnized with the greater pomp and glory, 
they provide themſelves of variery/of rich'and ſinmprupns Apparell, the day is appointed, arjd 
all ch: Nobility of Pavia and Cremona ( as w:ll their Kinsfolks as others ) are invitcd to the 
Wedding : Bur cheis Parents ſhall come ſhore of. their D:ſigns, and theſe -our two Lovers of their * 
hopes 3 tor this Marriage being not begun in Heaven, ſhall nevcr be finiſhed nor conſunmnared in 
carth. | Fre $n 6 | : 

We have here ſo nuch ſpoken of Piſan; , that it-feems we have quite forgotten Gaſparine, as 
if he had no farther part to aCt in this Hiſtory + be 3s not ſo fortunate : for this procecding 
of Piſani to Chriſteneta is not ſo ſecretly managed, but he hath news thereof, who knowittg there 
canbe no greater Treaſon, after that of a Subject to his Soveraign, than for a Friend to betray 
his Friend, he grieves, and is extremely incenſed at P3ſani, to ſee he hath betrayed him of his 
Miſtrefſe ; the which he takes ſo bitrerly and paſſionately, that he vows he will make him repent 
it. Jealouſic and Revenge are alwayes bad Counſellors, and therefore can never prove good Y 
Judges: Bur ſuch is his love to Chriſtenete, and fo deeply is her beauty imprinted and engra- 
ven in his heart , as ſhutting his judgement to Charity, and opening it to Revenge, he is tefol- 
ved, at what price ſoever, to call Piſani to aftridt account for this affront and diſgrace, and 
is reſolved rather to dyc, than live to fce himſelf thus abuſed, by one whom God and Nature 
hath made his inferiour. Were wee as apt to-doe good as evill, wee ſhould be Angells, nor 
Men 3 but reſcmbling our ſelves ( or rather harkening too. much to the. Prince of Dark- 
nefſe ) wee flye reaſon to follow rage, and many times procure our own d:ftruttion, in ſceking 
that of others. : k 


Gaſparino having thus his eyes and ſences o're-clouded and veiled with the miſt of Re Who. 
is tranſported with ſuch bloody paſhons and reſolutions, as he is ſometimes reſolved to bi at 
Piſani, cither in the Strect, or in his B:d, and other times to hire two or three Ruffians' to 
murther him the next time he rides into the Countrey : but at Jaft caſting his eyes from Hell to 
Heaven , and from Satan to God , he trampleth thoſe exccrable reſolutions aodet his fect, and 
baniſhzth them from his hcart and choughts, cſteeming them as unworthy of him, as he were 
of the World , if he ſhould commic them; and fo for. that time enters into a r:folution with 
himfclf, no more to, think on Chriſfteneta, and Icflc to be revenge of Piſan;, for betraying her 
from him. | 
Had Gaſparino continued in this peaccable and Chriſtian- ike mind, he had not expoſed him- 
ſclf to ſo many dangers and miſ-fortunes, nor given himſelf az a prey to feed the malice and re- * 
venge of his bloody Encmies: but now underſtanding that all Cremonue and Pavia pratled and 
laughed at his diſgracein ſecing himthus baffled and abuſed byP3ſan;,he thinks that not only Kim- 
Gar but his honour is difparaged, and wronged herein, and that he ſhall be extremely condemned 
of Cowardize, if in a Duell he call not Pſa: to right him, and give him ſatisfa&ion : yea; the 
only confidcration 97. this point of honour (which many times is, bought and fold at fo dear a 
ice, as the perill and loffe both of body and ſoul) did ſo violently p:rſwade and prevail with 
im, that as revenge admits of no-oppofition, nor hearkens to. any advice, ſo enquiring for Piſenz, 
and underſtanding him to be in Pavia, he the more incouraged and, inflamed hereat, taking with 
him a refolute and confident Gentleman, and one 0PRle cy, ſcts Spurres to his Horſe, and fo 
= thichergreſolving with hinyſclt to gain his honour inthe ſame City, where he had received his 
iſgrace. _— | > I 
Being arrived at Pavia, he is aſſured that Piſani is in the City, and inquiring more curiouſly 
after him, He underſtands, that, thatvery inftanc he is with his Miftrefſe Chriftencray  Wikiich fa ga- 
led his thoughts, arid inflamed his heart, as he was once refolved:that very inftane rafige him- a, - 
Challenge, and the ſooner, becauſe Chriftexeta-might. be an cyc-witnefle of the deljj ty tiercof 
but to ſpeak truth, Paſſion coutd not find a better oportunity,nor ,Judgmenta worlc,forhumn $o:dray 
his malicious contemplation into bloody and impious aftion ; and the refore reſpeRing QGbretence, 
although ſhe had refuſed to reſpeR him, and fearing if ſhe had the leaft notice or. nhling.thereof, -- 
fhe loved her Piſani ſo dearly, as ſhe would binder and prevent him from running int ey Glinmincne © 
a danger, he all that day huſt'd himſcIfup privately-in his Inne, deferring the ſending=awvtezeoF-rill - 
the morning, when dclivering ir to his Coulin Sebaftiano (the Gentleman that came withiBim from © 
Crna) ih prayes him inſtantly to find out P;ſaxz, and to deliver it to him as ſecretly atichas fairly >> 
as he could, | wa: EET PN, 
Sebaſtians being no novice in theſe occaſions andaccidents,repairs to Piſani his Lodging,ahtfnds 
him as he was iſſuing forth his Chamber, whom he ſalutes; and delivers Gaſparino's latter & 
ſcaled. Piſani with a conſtant carriage,and firm countcnancegreceives it,and breaking the Sealys” 
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GASPARINO to PISANTI. 


Ou bave given the firſt breath to our friendſhip : for fith you have treacherouſly bereaved me of my 
Y aan, you mſt ow both in bonour and juſtice, either take my life, or yeeld-me yours in requitall. 
If you conſider your own ingratitude, you cannot taxy much leſſe condemn this my reſolution: the Place, the 
Weſt end of the Park; the hour,four or five after Dinner 3 the manner, on foot, with Seconds ; the Wea- 
pon, if you pleaſe, two ſingle Rapiers, whereof bring you one, and I the other, and T will be content to take 
the refuſal, to give you the choyce. If your courage anſwer your infidelity, you will not reſuſe tomeet me. 


GASPARINO. 


Piſani having received and perufed this Challenge (like an Italianated Gallant, preferring his 
honour before his life) very cheerfully, without any motion or ſhew of alteration, either in his ſpee- 
ches or countenance, turns to Sebaſtia#o, and ſpeaks to him thus, Sir,l pray tell Gaſparivo from me, 
that my (elf and Second will with Single Rapicrs meet hitm and his, at the hour and place ap- 

inted. 

F Schaftion returns: and Piſani having accepted the Challenge, bears ic ſo ſecretly, as Chriftenete 
(the other half of his heart) underſtands not hereof; he finds out his dear and intimate friend Sfon- 
drato, a valiant young Gentleman, iſſued of a oY noble Family of Millan, who accompanied him 
from Cremona, to whom he relatcs the whole cffeQt of this buſinefſe,ſhewing him Gaſparino's Chal- 
lenge,and requeſting him to honour him ſo much as to ſecond him in this quarrell. Sfendrato very 
cheerfull 4 freely offercth,and engageth himſelf; and ſo about noon Sebaftiano and himſelf, like 
honourable friendly enemics, meet to provide and match the Rapiers 3 but bear it ſoſecretly and dif- 
crectly, as none whatſoever could once perceive their intents, or gather their reſolutions. The hour 
approaching,they all take Horſe,and that day P:ſazi,becauſe he would be no way prevented and hin- 
dred, doth purpoſcly refrain 'to viſit his Miftrifle Chriſfteneta. They you to the Park as to a Wed- 
ding, bing the place of Rendezvous of their meeting (fo famous for the Defeat ofthe French, and 

cy 


taking Priſoner of their King Francis the Second, by the Forces of the Emperor Charls the Fifth, 
Gaſparino and Sebaſtians are firft in the Field;but Piſani and Sfoxdrato arc not long after ; ſo 
all tye up their Horſes tothe hedpe, pull off their Spurres, and cut away the timber-heels of their 
Boots,that they might not trip, bur ſtand firm in _—_ : But cre they begin, the Seconds ſearch 
- the Principalls,and they the Seconds, fo Or ow ir Dublets, and a all in their ſhiree, 
not asif they fearcd death, but rather as if t oy were reſolved to make death fear them: 
By this cime Gaſparirta and arp draw ; they make their wes nh and at the firſt incounter 
P;/azi is hurt in the out-fide of the left arm, and Geſparino inthe right Jank, the blood whereof 


appeared not, but fell into his hoſe ; they again ſeparate themſelves, and now try their fortunes a 


fon 


| freſh 3 here Piſani receives two wounds, the one glancing on his ribs, the other in the brawn of his 
right ar, and Gaſparirts orie deep one in his left ſhoulder 3 but theſe flight hurts they only eſteem 
as ſcarrcs, not as wounds, and therefore [ their ſhirrs bur ſprinkled,not dyed with their bloods, 
they couragiouſly come on again ; but fy bour proves favourable to them both, for Gaſparins 
wards P:ſanrs thruſts from him, and only ruhs Piſani thorow the hoſe, without doing him any other 
harm: andſo therek,, which Piſani doth prpocey to exchange ground, thereby to have the 
Sit In his back, which was befote in his eyes, and now they conclude to take breath. 
Their Seconds Wwittidraw not from their tations, neither can they yet imagine to whoſe fide for- 
_ tane will incline, they beirig well-ncar as in wounds as courage ; and now Piſani and Ga- 
Jyrin drefing r Raplers, and wiping offthe blood from them, begin again to make tryall on 
jam Viftory is reſolved ro fmile,bur _ alter the manner of the ight ; for now Gaſparino fights 
th judgment, and not with fry, and Piſaxi with fury, and not with judgment, whercas hereto- 
- fore they doth did the contrary. traverſe their grounds, Pſa: is ſo violentas he hath almoſt 
 - pat hitſelFonic of breath'z but Goſparizo is ſo wary and cautclous, as he contents himfelf eo break 
> hischrafts, and reſolves not to rbake any but to the purpoſe, and upon manifeſt advantage the iſſue 
”. anſwereth his hopes and expeQtation : for at the very next incounter, as Piſani runs Gaſparixo in the 
” neck, he runs Piſani thotow the body, alittle below the left pap; and his Sword meeting with Ca- 
” "ve Vena (which leads dircQly xo.the heart). makes a' perpetuall divorce betwixt his body and his 
” foul, andfo he fall ſtark dead co the ground, Wederms knowing him diſpatched, ſheaths up his 
Rapierz But Sfoxdrato and his Chirurgion rufito hisaſſiſtance; bur the affe&ion of the one, and the 
= artoſtheother were in vain; for Pſa his life had forſaken his body, and his ſoul was already 
- fled from this world to another, , : | 
- Whilt Sfondrato and the Chirurgionwere ſtretching out the dead body of Piſani, and covering it 
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up with their Cloak,Sebaſtiano runs to Gaſparino and congratulates with him for his victory, ex- 
colling his valour to the sky 3 But Gaſparino cells him,that theſe praiſes appertain not to him, bur ro 
a higher providence, and withall praycs him to be carefull, and ro mannage his life both with cou- 
rage and diſcretion; and for himfzlf, finding his wounds no way deſperate nor dangerous, he is re= 
ſolved not to ſuffer his Chirurgion to bind them up, till he ſee t ifſic of the Combat betwixt his 
faichful fricnd Sebaſtiano and Sfondr zto. 

. By this time Sfoxdrato thinks it high time to begin, and being no way daunted with the misfor- 
tuncand death of his friend Piſazi, but rather incouraged and reſolved to (cIl it dearly on the life of 
Sebaſtiano, he draws, and with his Rapicr in his hand comestowards him. Sebaftiano meets him half 
way with a very frefh and cheerful countenancegand fo they approach one to the other; at their firſt 
incounter, Sebaſtiano gives Sfondrato alarge and wide wound on his right ftde, but receives another 
from him thorow the left arm, a litcle b:low the elbow ; but that of Sfodraro poured forth more 
roo 3 and to be bricf, they both give and take divers wounds, and perform the part of valorous 

tlemien. 

But in the end, God, who would nor give all the viRtory to one fide, bat will make both parties 
loſets , to ſhew that he is diſpleaſed with theſe their bloody aftions, and uncharicablec reſolutions, 
which though Honour ſeem to excuſe, yer Religion cannot; after they had three ſeverall times 
taken breath, S:baſtiano advancing a fair thruſt to Sfordrato?s breft, which only peirced his ſhirt,and 
ravelled his skinz Sfondrato required him with a mournfull intereft, for he ran him «horow at the 
finall of the belly,and ſo nailed him to the ground, bearing away his life on the point of his Rapier. 

Thus our four Combatants, 'being now reduced to the akbes of two, Sfondrato expetted that 
Gaſparino would have exchanged a thruſt or two wich him z the which certainly he had performed : 
But Geſparino finding that the Iofſe of ſo much blood made him then weak, and that ir was now 
morethantime for him to have his wounds bound up, they having taken order for the decent tran- 
ſporting of cheir dead friends that night to Pavia 3 they, without ſpeaking word one to the other, 
commit themſclves to theic Chirurgions, and ſo their wounds being bound up, they take them with 
them, and to ſave themſelves from the d ofthe Law, they take Horſe, and poaſt away, Gaſpa- 
rino to Parma,and Sfondrato to Florence, from whence they reſolve not to ftir, before cheir friends 
have procured and ſent them their Pardons. 

Leave we them there 3 and to follow the ſtream of this Hiſtory, come we to Cremona and Pavia 

nd rragicall Combatcs ; Piſani and 
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He is no ſooner arrived, but the temembrance of Chriſfteneta*s beauty doth flc | 
paſſ: ſ>me ſix or cight moneths, and hoping thatcime, (which is ſubje& co nothing,ag 
co it) might wipe off her tears, and blow away her fighs for the death of P:ſaxi ; he refe 
new his old ſure to her, to which cnd he viſits her firſt by friends, next by letters, | 
ſon. Chritenetz (like a counterfeit Fury) difſembles her love to Pzſani,and her hatreU&\gQ? 
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it i to repoſe and relye on-the favour of an incenfed Enemy (as our judgements are never cleareſt 
when we approach our ruine,) is very importunate with Chrijtereta, that he may meet and conferre 
privately with her, which indecd is the onely opportunity that in heart ſhe hath fo long defired 
and now it is that ſhe conſpires his ruine, and plots his deftruſtion, wherein (perchance )ſecking his 
death, ſh: may procure her own. 


Gaſparino having the cycs of his judgement hood-winked, and not. forc -ſecing how dangerous 


| to ſh:zw her (elf courteons and kind to him, ſhe appoints him to meet her in the Nunnes Garden ac 
+ fixoftheclock in the morning, But what courtefic, what kindnefl: is this, to have honey in the 
"th tongue, and poyſon in the heart ? For ſhe preſently agrees with two wretched Rufhans, Bianco and 
Brindoli, for twice fifty Duckets to murther him. Sec here the implacable and damnable malice of 


crable and lamentable a Murther. 

Gaſparino, drowning his fences and underſtanding inthe contemplation of the content he ſhould 
reccive in imjoying his Miftreſſe Chrifteneta's Company, thinks the night long ere the day appear, 
and although the evening were fair and clear, yetin the morn, Aurora had no ſooner leapt from the 
watry bed of Neptune, but the Skics were over-caft and veiled with ob ſcure clouds, which impri- 
ſon the Sun and his golden beams, purpoſcly not to behold fo bloody a Tragedic, as was then to 
be acted. 

Chriſteneta (who could not {lcep for revenge ) is ſtirring in the morn betimes,and ſo is B:anco and 
Brindoti. They all mcet inthe Nunnes Garden, ſhe walking in the Alleycs,and they hiding them- 
ſclves out of fight : Ar laſt the clock ſtrikes fix, and immediately in comes Gaſparino, with his Hat 
in his hand, and his Rapicr by his ſide 3 he courts and ſalutes Chriſftezeta with many amorous fpec- 
ches, and ſweet complements; ſhe prepares to receive him : but in ftzad of courteousentertainment, 
gives him a bloody welcome 3 her words (or rather her watch-words) arc theſe 3 Geſparino(quoth 
{h-) this Garden is the place where I had my firſt conſerence with Piſani, and where I purpoſe to have 
laſt with yov. At which words, Bianco and Brindol; ruſh forth of a Bower, and with many wounds 
 kKillhimdead at their feet;but he had firſt the leiſure to draw,and for a while very valiantly defended 
S. himſclf, giving cach of them ſeverall wounds. Chriftexeta ſeeing Gaſparino felled to the ground, 
4 caring that he was not fully dead, and to prevent his crying, ſhe runs to him, thruſts her Handker= 

cher into his mouth, and to ſhew her ſelf more like a Tyger than a Woman, and a Devill than a 
Chriſtian, ſh: with a ſmall Ponyard, or Stelleto,ftabs him many times thorow the body, and ſpurn= 
ing him with her feet, utters this revengeful and bloody ſpeech 3 This I ſacrifiſe to the memory of my 
dear Love Piſani. And fo Bianco and Brindolt take this murthered body of Gaſparino, and tying a 
great ſtone to it, threw it into the Well of the Garden and the better to conceal this damnable at, 
they flyc by « Poſtern-door ; and Chriftexeta thinking to cover and ſhrowd her fin, under the cloak 
of picty and devotion, forſakes the Garden 3 and fo, unſeen of any carthly eyc, betakes her to the 
N:annes Church, where ſhe falls on her knees 3 but with ſo prophane a devotion, as ſhe did no way 
repent, but rather triumph at this Murther ; But this her hypoerific ſhall coft her dear. 

We have here ſeen this horrible and crucll Murther committed and afted,and the Murtherers them- 
ſcIves by this time all fled, and gotten to their homes yea, Chriſteneta glorycth in her revenge, and 
Bianco and Brindol:in their moncy 3 ſo as they now think themſelves free, and paſt all danger : but 

* they ſhall be deceived in theic hopes, for Divine providence hath decreed otherwiſe. And here we 
come ta the deteAHion and puniſhment of this Murther 3 wherein Gods mercy and juſtice, his pro- 
vidence and his glory, do moft miraculouſly fhine and appear. : 

The Nunnes being in their Cells at their Qraiſons, _ the clynking of Swords, and ſo they 
advertiſe their Abbefſe or Governefle thereof, who gives the Alarum in the Houſe. Th 

_ "the Garden, to ſee what this rumour might be ; they find the Poſtern open, and the Alleyes very 

» much ſprinkled and gored with blood ; they ſaſpe& Murther, but neither find nor ſee any, cither li- 

+ ving or dead ; they ſend to acquaint the PrefeRt and Provoft of the City herewith, who repair to 
- the Garden, and (as before) find much blood, but ſee no body 3 they make ſtrift inquiry and ſearch 
& inth: ditches, hedges,thickets,and vanlts of the Garden, but find nothing,only they torgot to ſearch 
= the Well : Then to find what thoſe Fighters were, they think of a Policic,as worthy of them, asthey 
= af their office, they give a ſecret charge to all the Chirurgions of the City to reveal them, if any 
© having new wounds, came that night, or thenext morning to them, to be cured 3 whereupon Kha- 
©. xutis, one of the chiefeſt Chirurgions, informs ther, that he, about an hour fince had dreſſed Bian- 
> co and Brindoli (two Souldiers of the City) of nine ſeycrall wounds, which they newly received. 
© "ThePrcfeftand Provoſt advertiſed thereof,cauſe themto be brought before them,whom ; for found 

- . both cogcther, where (no doudt) they had conſulted. They enquire who wounded them 3 They 

- anſwer, They had a quarrel! betwſxt hembtres, and fo they fought it out, Bzing demanded again, 

__— | | - where, 
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Difſembling Wretch as the is, ſhe ſeems to be vanquifh:d with his importunity ; and therefore ' 


this young Gentlewoman,. who forgetting her Soul and her God, becomes the Author of fo cxe- 
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where, and when they fought, they ſooked 'each on other, and knowing that Chrifexcts was 
fafe at home, and Gaſparinocloſe in the Well, they inftanicly replyed, it was in the Nunnes Gaye | 
den at Sriyt Clayre, arid at fix of the clock in the morning, which ing to the Nunnes relation, 
gave end to this bifinefſe,for that time eſpecially. But though rhoydelude and blind the eyes of meng; 
yet they cannot, nor {hall not thoſe of God; And now, akhough theſe Murtherers have thus chepoly 
ycrt they prepare to forſake and leave Pavia, for fear to be afterwards diſcovered. But they be 
prevented in their ſubrlerics, for the hand of God will ſpeedily arrcft them. | 
. Now we muſt obſerve, that Gaſparino being found wanting two whole nights from his Lodging, 

amd his Lackey gathering nonews of him atVituris Houfey where he uſually frequented to viſit and 
court his Miftreſf: Chriſfteneta, he informs the Hoſt of the houſe thereof ; and he like an honeſt man, 
doubting the worſt (after the cuſtome of Ttely ) acquainted the Prefe&t and Provoſt thereof,whollike 
judicious and wiſe Magiftrates, eximined Gaſparino's Lackey when he laft ſaw his Maſter, and 
where. The Lackey anfwery, He parted from his Chamber yeſterday morning'betwix: five and fix, 
with his Praycr-Book in his hand, as if he were going ro Church, but commanded him not to fol- 
- Jow him; and fince (he faith )he ſaw him nots And now, by the providence of God,the Lackeyes 
relation gives a little glimpſe and glimmering light to the diſcovery of this Murther ; for the Ma- - 
giftrates ſce, that the hour of Gaſparino's departure from his Chamber, and that of Bianco and 
Brindoli's agiating do agrec, as alfo his Book and the Nunnes Church bear fome fhew of coherence 
and probabiliry. | | 

hereupon they (guided ag it were by the very immediate finger of God) reſolve and determine 

to apprehend, and forthwith to impriſon both Branco and Brindolz, who the very next day had 
thought to have ſlipt down the River to Ferare, and fo roVenice. 
| They are cxamined concerning Gafſparin® 3 Ty ow he is a Gentleman they have neither known 
nor ſeen. The Magiſtrates hold it fir they ſhould be put to the Rack 3 which is as ſpeedily perfor« 
med : but theſe tom Villains firmly and conftamtly maintaintheir ſ{trſt fpeech 3 and alchough they 
make ſate to be freed and releaſed, yet the PrefeQt holds it neceſſiry to continue them in prifon; and ' 
withall, to make a more narrow and cxafter ſearch in the Nunnes Garden, 

Chriſfteneta, being at ehe firſt advertiſed that Bianco and Brindeli were dead, is thereat aftoniſhed 
and amazzd, and fo reſolves to flye,but being advertiſed they had already ſuffered torments, and re— 
vealed nothing, ſhe again reſolves to ſtay, which indeed ſhe doth 3 but iris the Juſtice and Mercy of 
God that keeps this bloody Bird within her Net. 

The Pretc& and Provoſt (as being inſpired from Heaven) continue conſtant in their reſolutions, - 
to make a ſccond ſcarch in the Garden for Murther 5 which they doy and very curiouſly, leaving no 
place unſearched : at laft it pleaſ:d the Lord to put into the Provoſts mind to ſearchthe Well, which 


'| the day before they had omitted. H- acquaints the Prefeft herewich, who with much alacricy aps 


proves hereof, and ſo caufing it to be ſearched, they at laſt intheir hooks bring up ſome pieces of 
wrought black Taffcta, which by the Lackey was affirmed, and known to be the ſame that his Ma- 
ſter Gaſparino wore thelaft time he ſaw him : whereat they were more eagerly ermdg/ toſcarch 
again moſt cxiAtly ; which they do, and at laſt bring up the dead body of Gaſparine, when 6 ping 
off his cloaths, they find his body peirced with thirtcen ſeveral} wounds : at the-mourntull fighe 
whereof, the whole Aſſ:mbly, bur cfpecially his Lackeygcannot refrain from tcars,and yet all glo- 
rific God for finding his body, as alſo for thediſcovery of the Martherers, who now they confidently 
bclicve arc Bianco and Brindob. | £ 
B.t {cc thefarther mereics of God ; for Branco md Brindolitre but the hands which: execated this 
Murther, and not the head whichyplotted ic : therefore the Magiſtrates being ſure of chem, do now 
reſolve how to hye topriſon, and to give them double rormenc, thereby to diſcover our of what 
Quiver the ft Arrow of this Marther came. Butbehold che mescy and juſtice of God! they are 
eaſed of this labour, and the name of the Malefaftor broughs chem by a moft miraculous and un- 
_ * hp for _ the _——_ _ whole nr 757 ne vidited wav w_ 
ed y, and ſcenn but wounds, a little images. (of fome ten years otag 
a linnen cloth in his nouns he ſhewed the No y, which the PrefeR cauſing | be Dalled F- 
otit, found it to be a Cambrick Handkercher, and withall, a namcin red filk Letters in bne-cernery, 
which was the very truc name of Ehrifteneta. Fn, 
Sce, ſee, the goodnefſe, Oh let usRand amazed and wonder at the mercics of Gad,/ to ſte what - Mi 
theans and inftruments he ordaineth for the diſcovery of Marthers. | $2 i 
| The Prefe@ and Provoſt ſend away ſpecdily to apyyrbegs her; fhe_is taken in the midſt of her __ 
Praberts and paſtimes, yea, from the arm ofher Mother, and feet of her Father, to whom ſhe fled 
for ſafety, but in vain ; for ſhe is inftantly committed. cloſe Priſoner, from whence we fhall not ſee 
her come forth, till ſhe come to her condign puniſhment, on a ſhamefull Scaffold, for this herhor- A 
rible offence. of Murther. | gk, bo Ava -4 
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horred her inhumane and bloody revenge to Caſherive 
ys(o they dyed Pac Kor rey could not'be drawn 
ood, Chriſteneta was extremely 


May all true Chriftians read this my fic,andprofitin reading it, that ſo God may re= 
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Gods revenge againſt the = and Ex- 
ecrable Sinne of Mucther. 


HISTORY 111, 


Mortaign, under promiſe of Marriage, gets lofſclina with Child.and, after,converting his love into batre 
cauſeth his Lackey La Verdure, mel Palmayto murther both her fe bot er y aka, Sp z the Fs has MD.” 
Ifabzlla to ber Husband La Palma is the canſe of the diſcovery bereof : they are all three taken and 
executed for the ſame. 


| bob is a juſtreward for the vanity of our thoughts, and a true recompence forthe errours of ous 
yourh, that we buy plcaſure with repentance, and the ſweetneſſ of fin with the bitternefſe of - 
afflition : but if we violate the Laws ofC Chriftianity, and abandon our ſclves to Juft and fo 
on, then we ſhall ſee with ſhame, that men will not itty us, and find with grii ief, that God 
nith us. IMs an exccllent vertuc in Maidens, not to Fiten to the lewd temptations of men. 
men not to hearken tothe ſugred charms of the Devilzfor commonly that folly givcs the one 
and this madnefl: brings the other deftruvtion : but if we firlt forget our ſelves, and then our C 
by adding and heaping fin upon fin, as ficft, to perpetrate Fornication, and after, Murther, rhe bead 
ſurcdly our eſtate is ſo miſerably wretched, and ſo wretchedly miſcrable, as we haveno hope Iefe 
for better fortunes, nor place for worſe. And becauſe Exampleis both pleafin to our memory, and 
profitable to our judgement, this mournfull enſuing Hiftoryſhall make good, and confirm ic jod” 
us : therefore let us ſhut the door of our thoughts a finſ the power of fin, and that of our hcarts a: 
gainſt che malice of HeI', and we ſhall not only make our fortuncs immovcablc in tiFWorld, at: 
our cy wan in ot to Come. | 

In che Soath-eaft-part of France, within a dayaj journey of the famous City of Lyox; 
of the Mountain of Tarera, upon the border and urney of that ſycer River flow foo «the fove. 5 T6Y 
by th: Minion of Honour, and the Darling of the Muſes, the Marqueſle of ſe, in his. ; —- Pe obs 
ayd Divine A'trea , ncer Durenty (a certain ſmall Village) cher dwelc a poor Countrey F Farmer ea Is 
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F-24. Gods Revenge againft Murther. [Rook t. 


named Andrew Mollard, who of latc burying his Wi fe, had one only Child left him by her, being 
a very fair young Girl, about the age of twelve years old, named Toſs !ina, whom he hoped ſhould 
prove the ſtaff and prop of his age, and reſolved when ſhe grew np in years, and came to womans 


-eftate, to marry her to ſome of his neighbours Sons, and at his death, ro give her all that liccle 


which either his Parents, or his own labour and induftry had left or procured him. 

Two or three years{lidingaway, in which time Mollard increafing in wealth, and his Daughter 
in years, ſhe was, and was juſtly reported to be the faireft Nymph of thoſe parts, and by all the 
ruftick Swains termed] the fair Toſſel;na, cfteeming themſelves happy, it they might ſee her, much 
more, if they might injoy ker preſence. 

Now within a lirtle Lingus of Mollards houſe, dwelt an ancient and wealthy Gentleman,named 
Mounfieur de Coucie, who had many Children : but among the reft, his eldeſt Son, term:d Moun- 
fieur de Mortaign, was a very hopetfull and brave Gentleman, who was firſt a Page to that generous 
Noble-man Mounfieur de la Guiche, ſometimes Governour of Lyons, and fince his death, a chicf 
Gentleman to Monnficr de Saint Terrant, now a Marſhall of Fraxce. Wheths 

This Mortaigs having lived ſome years in Paris, with his Lord the Marſhall, where he followed 
all houourable exerciſes, as Riding, Fencing, Dancing, and the. like (whereby he purchaſed hin- 
ſelf the honourable title of a moſt perfe& and accompliſhed Gentleman) was art laſt d:ſirous to ſee 
his Father, partly, becauſe he underſtood he was weak and fickly ; but cfpccially to be at &e Nup- 
tialls of a Sifter of his, termed A4adamoyſelle de la Hay, who was then to be marricd co a Gentlc- 
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Hit. II. "© Mortaign and Joſſelina, © | | 


- vows, that if ſhe will pzrmit him to enjoy his defire, he will marry ber, notwithſtanding thar 
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chereof : but the end of fuch laſcivious reſolutions ſeldome ' proſper. Þ 

Bue ſee how all things favour Mortaigr's- aff:Ation , or 'racher his Jift to Toſſelina ! for 
Mollard tells him, he holds a fmall Tenement neer adjoyning to his Father , who hath 
now put him in Sute of Law for two Herriotsz and therefore befeccheth him for his good 
word, and favour to his Father in his behalf. Mortaign, glad of this occaſion to ſcrve 
for a pertext and cloak for him to have acceſſe to his Houſe and Daughter , promiſech 
him to deal eff:Ctually with his Father for him, and the nexc time he paſſeth that way, 
to acquaint him what he hath done therein : and ſo ſtealing a kifſe or two from Toſſe - 
liza, as her Father went into the Court, and withall ſwearing ro ber, that he loved 
her d:arly , and would come often to ſec her ; he thanking Moltard for his good chear, for 
that time departed. 

But che furcher hegoes from Pollards houſe, the neerer his heart approacheth his Daughter 
Toffelina. So his thoughts being ſtedfaftly and continually fixed on her, he begins to diffaſt: 
his Fathers houſe , yea, forſakes all company, and many times pretending to walk in the 
Park and Woods, he ftcals away privately to ſee his new Miſtreſſc. He viſits her often, bu 
efpccially when her Father is at Market, and gives h:r Gloves, Lawn, and Silk-Girdles, 
yea, he. never comes to her, but brings her ſome gifc and preſent, thinking thereby the 
ſooner to obtain his deſire; but as yer he is till deceived : for although ſh:-be humble and 
ſimple, yet ſhe is chaſte, and will not hearken to his allurements and inticements. Had 
Foſſelina continued conſtant in this refolation, her life would have proved more happy, and 
her death lefle mournfull. 

Mortaign perceiving Toſſelina's cone and obſtinacy, is thereat no way the leffe, but 
pather farre the more infnared and inflamed with her beauty 3 and now perceiving, that 
all his Viſits , Gifts , Specchecs, and Prayers, work nodefired effec, he hath recourſe to that 
old fallacy and fubtill jgvention, whereby ſo many filly Maids are abufed and deceived ; he 


their Birth and Quality were ſo uncquall and diff:rent : and this, and onely this battery 
and allur:ment, was that which vanquiſhed Toſſelins's Chaſtitic, who, poor Girl, caught 
with this ſnare, in hope to bee a GentTe-woman , ſhook hands with her Maiden-head; 
which ſhze ſhould have prized and cftecmed farre more precious than her life ; bur ſhce 
ſhall ay dear for this her folly ; for ſh:e ſhall live Mortaiga's Strumpet , and never-dye 
his Wite. 

Mortagin hath now his defire of Teſſelixa3 and for the fruit of this their unchaſte pleas, - 
ſure, in {ſhort time her belly ſwells. Mol/ard her Father diſcovers the Pad in the ſtraw; 
he grieves hereat, tears his white hairs, and vows his Daughters infamy will ſhorten 
his dayes. Hee torments her with reproachings and threatenings, ſo as ſhze can finde 
no reſt, or tranquillity in his Houſe ; ſhee advertifeth Mortaign hereof , and requeſts his 
aſſiſtance, in this her affliction 3 Mortazgn by night ſteals her away, and ſends her ten 
Leagues- off from Durency , placing her in a poor Kinſmans houſe of bis , where ſhe: is 
delivered of a young Son : Bat ſhzeſhall ſhortly ſee (with repentance) what it is to have 
a Childe ere a Husband. In the mean time (hee fecds her felt with hope, that Mortaign 
will (hortly marry herz but he reſolves nothing lefie : for the Gallants of theſe times (who 
build their triumphs upon the ſhipwrack and ruines of Maidens honour ) will promiſe any 
thing , ere they exjoy their defire, but perform nothing, when ;they have obtained ic, bue 
rather ſpurn at thoſe pleaſures, as at Noſe-gayes which they delight in in the'morn, and 
throw away ere night.” | | "nh 

Calintha, (intaige's Mother) all this while knows nothing, of thefe occurrences betwixg 
her Son and Toſſeline, and defires to ſec him married, that ſhe might have. the felicicy to. fe 
her ſelf a Grand-mother : to which cnd,, ſhe reſolves to ſeek a Wiſe for him. 3 and makes a? 
motion to Moxyſieur de V offy, the Sexeſhallof la Paliſſe, to match her Son with Adadamey ſeller 
ls Varina his only Daughter. De / af) diſlikes not this motion, the young folks ſee and love 
ſo asin all humane ſence, and outward appearance, . it ſcems.A fhort time will finiſh and. cons. 
clude this Matchz Bar it was otherwiſe determined in Heavens - 4 -* #. © ht 

This news doth amaze and terrific T9 lixa 3 but asmiſ-fortaric ſcldome comes alon, 
hee likewiſe that very inſtant underſtands that, Mo/{ard her Facher (for very gricf of her fyu 
fat) is dead, and hath diſ-inherited her, leaying ber nothing but the memory of her | 
for hcr Portion and Dowry, and onely repentance to comfory her + And this indeed 


fore-runner of her future miſery ; Wherefore now, if ever, it is for her to look to her {elf 
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and welfarc, to which end ſhe reſolves to write Mortaign a Letter, to put bim in mind of his 
omiſe, and to take compaſſion of her povetry, being already reduced to this miſery, that ſhe 
ath not wherewithall to maintain her ſelf and Child : her faid Letter (word for word) 1 
pare good to inſert here, becauſe the ſubſtance and peruſall thereof deſerve both pitty and 
compaſſion. 


IOSSELINA to MORTAIGN. 


d '&+ have bereaved me of mine honour, the which (had T as much grace as vanity) I 
ſhould have eſteemed farre dearer and precious than my life, Tour promiſe to make 
me your Wife, was the only Iure which drew me to conſent ts that errour and folly, at the 
remembrance whereof I grieve with ſhame, and ſhame with repentance, eſpecially ſeth I 
ſee you are ſo far from performing it,as you hate me,inſtead of loving mezlet the ſweetneſs 
of my youth, and the freſhneſs of my beauty (which with many oathes you proteſted you 
both admired and adored) judge whether I have deſerved this diſcourteſie of you : but it 
is a juſt 34 won for my ſin, and now I find too late, though formerly I would not be- 
lieve, that the fruits of pleaſure are bitter, reſembling thoſe Pils that ſeem (weet to the 
Palat, but prove poyſon to the Stomack; and may all Maidens beware by my example. 
if you will not advance my fortmnes, yet ſeek not to make ſhipwrack of my life, as you 
ave done of my chaſtity. You know, my Father is dead, and with hine all the means 
which in this World I can either hope or expe&, as well for the maintenance of my ſelf, as 
of your Son, eceps from your ſelf, the which with millions of ſighs and tears, Ibegge and 
eſeech you afford us, and if not for love to me, at leaſt for pitty-Yo him: + if you will not 
grant me the honour to be a peece of your ſelf, yet in nature, you cannot deny has your little 
Son is not only your PiFure,but your Image:therefore if you will not affet# me for his ſake, 
at leaſt do hinz for wine,and think, that as it will be an extreme ingratitude in you, not 
to give her mainenance, who hath given you a Son, ſo it will be extreme cruelty, not to 
allow that poor Babe wherewithallto live , fith he hath received both his being and life 
of you. But T hope you will prove more naturall to him, and more charitable to my ſelf : 
ot herwiſe reſt aſſured, that ſuch diſreſpe& and unkizdneſs will never go long, either un- 
pittied of mer, or unpuniſhed of God. | 


IO SSELINA, 


Toſſelina having penned this Letter to Mortaign, ſhe defirous to draw hope and aſſiſtance from 
all parcs, thinks it fit likewiſe to write another to Calinthe his Mother, to the ſame cffc& : the 
which ſhe doth, and ſends it by a confident Meſſenger, with cxprefſc charge co deliver them 
ſcvcrally; the tenor thereof is thus. 


IOSSELINA to CALINTHA. 


[| Know 10t in what terms either to relate you my misfortnne, or reveal you my miſery , 
eſpecially fith my ows: jolly and undiſcretion gave life to the firſt, as your Son Mor- 
taign'singratitude doth to the ſecond; had Tbeen 4s wiſe,as now ſorrowfull,or as chaſt,as 
20w repentant, or which is more, had Inot then loved him, as much as he now hates me, 
Tmeed not bluſh as I do, to write to you, that his promiſe to make me his Wife, hath made 
me the unfortunate Mother of a young ſor, whereof he is the unkind Father : 1 may well 


term my ſelf unfortunate, ſith Ino ſooner loſi mine honour, but 'my Father , for his 


diſpleaſure of my ſhame and folly, gave all his means from me, which before right 


and nature had promiſed me; and I may juſtly term your ſon Mortaign unkind, fith he 
. wot oneh refuſeth to marry we, but alſoto allow maintenance, either for my ſe] or his 


child, 
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Child. 1t is therefore to you, wanting and deſpairing of all other means, friends, and 
hopes,that with many bluſhes and tears,I preſume to acquaint you with the poverty of my 
fortune, and the richneſs of my miſery, the which Ihumbly requeſt you both to pitty and. 
relieve; at leaſt if you will not, that your Son may, - who is the cauſe thereof . My love 
to him hath not deſerved your hatred to me : and therefore in excufing my folly, or ra- 
ther if you pleaſe, my youth, I hope you will be ſo charitable to the poor Babe my Son, that 
T ſhall not want for his ſake, nor he for his Fathers 5, or if you will frown, and not ſmile 
on me, but rather triumph to ſee me languiſh and faint under the burthen of my poverty, 
yet vouchſafe to excuſe his innocency, though you condemn mine errour : and ſo, if I 
muſt dye miſerably, at leaſt l:t me carry this one content to my grave, that I may be ſure 
be ſhall live happy. Nature cannot deny this Charity, and Grace will not excuſe that 

Cruelty. 


IO SSELINA, 


Whiles Ioſſeline flatter her (elf with hope, that theſe Letrers will procure her her deſire and 
comfort, Mortaign and Calintha his Mother reccive them. As for Mortaign, he like'a baſe 
Gentleman (whoſe courtefie was now turned into inhumanity) as much triumphs in his own 
ſin, as rcjoyceth in Toſſelina's fooliſh ambition and poverty. Ir is a fclicity to him to think, that 
he hath abuſcd her youth, and berrayed her chaſticy : and therefore he now refpettzth her ſo 
little, or rather dif.ref peecth her fo much, as her ſhame is his glory, her miſery his happineſs, 
and her affliction his content 3 yea he no more thinks of her, but with diſdain and envy ; for 
the beauty of Varina hath quite defaced and blotted out that of Toſſelina.Ncither doth this cruelty 
of Mortaigs cnd in her, but it begins in the pretty Babe his Son: for he fo farre degenerateth | 
from the Laws and Principles of NRuce, as he not only hates the Mother for the Childs fakegbut 
the Child for his Mothers ſake 3 yea he is fo farre from giving cither of them maintenance, or 

| both content, as he ſcorns the Mother, and will no way cither own or relieve the Child 3 and fo 
burning his Letter,and forgetting the contents thereof, he very ingratefully and cruelly reſolyes 
to anſwer it with filence, and this is the beſt comfort which Toſſelize and the poor young Babe - 
her Son receive from Mortaigy. Burt fear the wort is to come, 

It Tofſeliza and her Babe receive ſach dif-reſpe&t, and inhumanity from Mortargn, it is to 
be feared and doubted, that they will mect with little better from his Mother Calimtha, who! 

' no ſooner reccived and read her Letter, but full of wrath and indignation,(hs in diſdain throws 
it away from her : yea, herdiſcontent and maliceis ſo inflamed againſt 1:ſſe{:ns and her Child, 
as fearing it may prove a blurre and block to Mortaign's marriage with V arins , th: not onely 
refuſeth co relieve them, bur is ſo cracll and inhumanc, as ſhee wiſheth them: both in another 


t world, as unworthy to livein this. But her choler is too paſſionate, and her paſſions too un» 
Y naturall and cruell ; forifſhs would not relieve Iofſeline whom her Son Mortaign had abuſed, 
2 yet in pitty, yea in nature, ſhe ſhould have taken order for the maintenance of the Child whom 


her Son had b:gotten: for if the Mother had deſerved her hatred, yct this poor Babe was inno« 
cent thereof, and rather merited her compaſſion than her envy 3 or at leaſt, it there had been 
any ſpark of humanity, grace, or good nature in her, if ſhe would not have been ſeen courte= 
ous and harborous to them her ſelt, yet ſhe might diſpence with her Son, and wink if he had 
performed it. Butnothing lefle, for her malice is ſo great, and her rage ſo outragious and un- 
reaſquable, as ſhe refuſeth it her ſelf, and commands him to the eontrary : ſo. as being once 
reſolute, not to caſt away ſo muchtime to return Tofſeline an anſwer, ſhe at laſt in a humour, 


wherein diſdain triumped over pitty, and humanity over charity, calls for Pcn and Paper, and 
- returns her this bitter and cruell anſwer. | 


CALINTHA to IOSSELINA. 


LJ Aving beer ſo graceleſſe to abuſe my Son, 1 wonder how thou dareſt beſo impudent. 
| Hz to offewd me with thy Letter, the which Thad once thought rather to have burnt 
Þ tharread: \ but Ifind it not ſtrange, that being defeFive of thy body, thon.art ſo of _ 
| thy judgement, to think,, that fith thine own father gave all from thee, that I, who ans 
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a-meer ſtranger ta thee (as Iwiſh thou hadſt been to mty Son) ſhould afford or give thee 
any thing. Neither doth this reſolution of mine proceed from contempt, but charity : 
for as thouart a woman, I pitty thee, but as a ſirumpet, hold it no pitty to relieve thee. 
Now then, deſpairing of any hope for thy ſelf, thou pleadeſt for thy Brat 5, but ſeth he 3 
- the objeT of thy ſhame, as thou art that of my Son, and withall the cauſe, why ſhould 1 
look on the Child with compaſsion, ſith I neither can,nor will {te the Mother but with diſe 
dain and envy ? Thou complaineſt of thy misfortune and miſery, without conſidering 
that the ſtars and Horoſcope of thy baſe birth never pointed thee out for ſo high an eſtate, 
48 of a Clowns Danghter, to become a Gentlemans Wife : but thou muſt adde ambition 
to thy diſhoneſty, as if one of theſe two Vices were not enough powerfull to make thee mi- 
ſerable. Thou doeſt likewiſe tax my ſon of unkindneſſe towards thee, without conſider- 
ing that his love to thee, hath been cruelty to himſelf : for as thou art like to buy his fa- 
miliarility with tears, ſo for ought I know, may he thine with repentance. If thou ex<- 
peF any comfort, thou nmft hope for no other than this, that as my ſon diſdains to marry 


thee, ſo do I, that either my ſelf or he relieve thee : look then on thy ſelf with ſhame, 


on thy Child with repentance, whiles my ſon and I'will remember ye both with contempt, 
but neither with pitty. 


CALINTHA. 


Poor Toſſelina having reccived and peruſed Calinth2's Lertier, and ſecing withall Mortaign 
ſo inhuman, as he diſdains to write to her, for meer grief, and ſorrew, ſhe, with her Babe 
at her breaſt, falls ro the ground in a ſwoon, and had not the noiſe thereof advertiſed thoſe in 
the nexc room to come to heraſliſtance, ſhe had then and thaxe ended her miſcry with her life, 
and not afterwards lived to ſee and indure fo many ſharp afflitions, and lamentable wancs and 
misfortunes. 

Alas, alas ! ſhe hath now no power to ſpeak, but to weep z yea, if her tears are not words, I 


am ſure her words are fighs; for —_ abandoned of Mortaign, and hatcd of his Mother, ſhe is 


ſo pzirced to the heart with the conſideration of that cruclty, and the remembrance of this dif- 
dain, as ſhe tears her hair, repents her ſclf of her former folly, and curfeth the hour that Afor- 
taign firſt faw her Fathers Houſe, or ſhe him : but this is but on: parc of her ſorrows and affli- 
Rions. Lo, here comes another, that is capable to turn her diſcontent into deſpair, her deſpair 
into rage, and her rage into madnefſes 

For by this time Calinthe underſtanding by her Son, where Toſſelina refided and ſojourned, 


ſhe ſo ordered the matter, as when Toſſeline leaft thought thereof, ſh: and her Babe in a dark 


and cold night is moft inhumanly turned out of the Houſe where ſhe was ; yea, with (o great 
: barbariſm and cruelty, as fhz was not ſuffered to reft, either in the Hay-lofr, Barn or Stable, or 
any other place within door ; but inforced to lye in the open Field, where the bare ground 
Was her Bed, a Molc-hill her Pillow, the cold air her Coverlct, and the Firmament her Cur- 
tains and Canopic. And now it is, and never before, that her cycs guſh forth whole Rivers 
of tcars, and her heart and breaſt ſends forth many volleycs of at pe fighs; yea, ha-= 
ving no other Tapers but the Starres of Heaven to light her, ſhe looks on her poor Babe for 
comfort, whoſe fight, God knows, doth but redouble her ſorrows and afflitions, becauſe 
it lyes crying at her breaft for want of Milk, which ( poor woman _) the had not to give its 
when, being in this miſcrable caſe, and accompained with none bur the Bcafts of the FicId,and 
the Birds of the Air, who yet were farre happier than her ſelf, becauſe they were gone to their 
reft, and ſhe could receive none, the after many bitter fighs, groans, and tears, uttered theſe 
ſpeeches to her (elf. | | 
Alas, alas, poor Tofſelins ! It is thy folly, and not thy fortune, that hath brought thee to. this 
mikery's. for hadfithou the grace to uſe, and not to abuſe thy beauty, thou mighteſt have ſeen 
c 


receiveſt for c pleaſure; for the lofſe of thy chaftity to Xortaign, was that of thy Father 
tothee; andnow being deprived of both, what wilt thou do, or whither canft thou flye for 


comfort? But alas,this is not all the miſcry ; for as thy lofſe is double,ſo is thy grict: for now theut 
muſt as wcll ſorrow for thy Child, as for thy ſelf; yea Tofſelina, for get'to grieve for thy (elf, 
NE | | SE and 
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as MAÞPYs as now thou art wretched and miſerable : but ſee what a double lofie thou 
ay 
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and remember to do it for thy Babcyfith thou haft brought ie into the wortd;and haſt nor where- | 


| but his Nurſe, and fo with mary kiſſes takes it up in her arms 5 
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with to maintain it- And then nor able toproceed fartherſhe takes ir ap and kiſſes it,and rains 
rears on its cheeks, though ſhe cannot ſtream milk in its mouthz when again recovcrihg her. 
ſpeech, ſhe continues thus : | 

Ay me, Toſſelina, thou art both the Author and the cauſe of thine own miſery, and there- 
fore thou muſt not blame Heaven, but thank thy ſelf for it ; for thy afflitions are ſo great, as 7 
whercſocver thou turneſt thy thoughts or cycs,, thou findeſt nothing but gricf, nothing .but «2 
ſorrow : for if thon think on — he looks on thee with diſdain, if on his Mother Ca- 
lintha, (hc with envy 3 yea, thon canft not behold the wopld without ſhame, thy poor Infant 
without ſorrow, nor thy ſelf without repentance. Nay, cone further with thy ſelf, what 
thou haſt gotten by caſting (or rather by cafting away) thy affeftion on *Mortaiga; he found 
thee a Maid, and hath lett thee a Scrumpet 3 thou haſt a ChhId, and yet no Husband ; then thou 
wert ſo happy as to have a Father, and now thy Son is ſomiſerable, as he can find none ; yea, 
then thou wert a friend tomany,but now thou findeſt not one that will be ſo to theezand which 
is worſe, thou haſt not wherewithall to be {o to thy (elf. /Alas, alas, thou haft no houſe to go 
to, no friend to truſt to, no meat for thy ſelf, nor milk for thy Child : therefore poor Toſſelina 

quoth ſhe ) how happy ſhould we both be, if thou wert buricd, and he unborn ! 

She would have finiſhed her ſpeech, but that tears interrupted her words, and ſighs car her 
tcars in PIcCcs. | 

By this time her Babe falls aſleep, but her gricfs are ſo great, and her ſorrows ſo infinite, ag 
ſhe cannot cloſe her eyes, nor yet be ſo much beholding cither to Morpbeus or Death to do it for 
her 3 which perceiving, as alfo that the Moon was inveloped ina cloud, and that the Starres 
begin to deny her the comfort and luftre of their fight, ſhe fearing to be overtaken with rain, 
and perceiving a thick Wood a pretty way off from her, ſhe takes her Babe, and as faſt as her * 
weak and wearied Iegs could pertorm (bitterly weeping and fighing) hics thither for ſhelter x 
but Heaven proves more kind: to her than Earth ; for loc, both the Moon and- Starres affift and 
comfort her ih this her ſorrowfull Journey. Being come wo the Wood (which indeed was 
farther off than ſhe ghought) ſhe began tobe weary, and there making a bed of leaves (which 
at that ſcaſon of the year fell abundantly from the-Trees) ſhe thereon for a whiles reſted her 
ſelf, bur ſleep ſhe could not : and now if any thing in the world afforded her comfort, it was to 
ſe that her Infant ſlept prettily, chough not ſoundly : bur here if her eyes craved reft, fo her 
ſtomack craved meat; for it was now mid-night, and ſhe had caten nothing fince noon : fopul- 
ling off her upper coat, ſhe wraps and covers her Child ashot as ſh: could, who' being faft a» 
ſleep, and laying it on the Bed of Leaves, ſhe goes from Tree to Hedge, and gathers Black-ber= 
rics, Slows, and-wildc Cheffenuts, wherewith in ftcad of better Viands, ſhe ſatisficd her hun- 
gerz and now ſhe ſees her ſclf on the top of a Hill, at whoſe foot ſhe perceived a River, and a 
great ſtony Bridge over it, the which ſhe knew, as 2lſo that there was a little Village ncer aboux 
a mile beyond it, which indeed in the midſt of her miſcries afforded her fome comfort. So 
back ſhe hics to her Child, which ſhe finds outby its crying, ic g not onely his nipple 
hycs towards the 
Bridge, and from thence to the Village , which ſhee now remembers is termed UVille- + 
pont , where ſhce arrives at five of the Clock in the morning, and lodged her ſelf in a 


verry poor Inne, being extremely glad, and infinitely joyfull that ſh: had recovered fo good a 


But money ſhe hath none to pay her cxpences, and to lye in Innes upon credit, is to be ill 
attended , and worſe Took'd on: fo ſhe is inforced, yea, fain to fell away her Quaives, 
her Bands, and her [ipper-Coat, to diſcharge her preſent occafions. Poor Ioffeling , 
how happy hadft thou been, if thou hadſt had as much wit and chaftity, as beauty, or :. ' 
rather more chaſtity , and Icflc beauty ! Bur it is now too late to remedy ir, though never. 
to repent it. © 

Iofſelins knowing Villepont to be but ſeven Leagues from Darency (che Pariſh where ſhe way” 
born) is irrcſolute whether to ftay here, or togo thither. Want of means perſwades her to the 


- 


firſt: butknowing that Morteign's love was turned to hatred, and that it was dangerous for her 
to be near his incenſed Mother , ſhe reſolves to ſtay in UVilepont, and to write to her Kinsfolks 


and Fricnds to aflift her in this her —_ neceſſity. In the'mean time ſhe is inforcs ro : © 


omg Ben atk « poge lictle gy _ where there is neither Chimney nor lowy-—-. 
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But wealth finds many friends, and poverty none : and yet, fith diverſity of fortunes is the 

_ true Touch-ſtone of friendſhip, we may therefore more properly and truely term thofe our 

friends, who aſſiſt us in onr neceſſity, and not who ſeem to pleaſure us in our profperity : for 

thoſe are reall friends, but theſe verball ; thoſe will perform more than they promiſe, an! the(- 
p:omiſe much, and perform nothing. 

But Joſſelina is ſo wretched and unfortunate, as ſhe finds nzither the one nor the-other to aſi} 
her in this miſery ; yea ſo far {he is to receive either means or promiſes, as nothing is {ene ber,nor 
none will ſce her; ſo as miſerable neceſſity inforceth her to report and divalge the misfortune 
of her fortune, and to complain to all the world of Mortaign's treachery, and of his Mother 
Calintha's craelty ; yea ſhe threatens to ſend him his Son, {ith he will nor afford ker wherewith 
to maintain It, 

This is not ſo ſecretly carried in Uillepont, but De Vaſſſe and Varina his Da tighter have 
news hereof in La Paliſſe, which occaſioned her to grow cold in her aff:&ion, and he in his 
reſpe&t co Mortaign, ſoas all things decline, and there is little hope or appeacance, that this 
Match ſhall go forward. Mortaigs is tooclear-fighted, to be blind herein, yea he preſently 
knows, from what point of the Compaſle this wind commeth, and is fully poffſefſ:d, that Zoſſe- 
lina is theecauſe of theſe alterations and ſtorms : he is exceedingly inraged and inflamed hereac, 
and gives ſuch way to his paſſion and choler, as theſe obſtacles muſt be removed, and he vows 
to deſtroy both Toſſelina and her Son. A bloody reſolution, not beſeeming either a Chriſtian, 
or a Gentleman: for was it not enough for him to rob Toſsel:ne of her honour, and to pur a rape 
on her Chaſtity and Vertue, but he muſt likewiſe bereave her of her life, and ſo adde Marther 
to his luſt ? Alas, what a baſe Gentleman is this? yea, how farre degenerares he from true Gen- 
tility, to be ſo craell to her chat hath been ſo kind to him ? But the D:vill ſuggeſterh to his 
thoughts, and they to his heart, that Varize is fair, and that there is no way nor hope Irft to 

1 obtain her, before Toſselina and her Brat be diſpatched. Now if grace could nor Go 169 him 

By from being ſo cruell to Ioſselina, (yet me thinks) nature ſhould have with- held him from being 
# ſo inhuman to his own Son : Bur his faith is ſo weak towards God, and the Devill is ſo ftrong 
with him, that he cannot be removed or withdrawn from his bloudy reſolution, only healtec- 
eth the manner thereof: for whereas he reſolved firſt to deſtroy the Mother, then the Child;now 
he will firſt diſpatch the Child, then the Mother, O Heavens, why ſhould earth produce fo 
bloudy and prodigious a Monfter ! 

Now the better to difcmble his malice, he thinks to reclaim and pacifie Toſſe!;ra, and ſo 
gives order that ſhe and her Child belodged in a betrer Inne in the ſame Village of Villepoxt , 
and fignifics her that he hath gotten a Nurſe , and hath provided maintenance for his 

Son, and that ſhortly he will ſend his Lackey for him, but withall, that ſhe muſt keep this very 
&:t, b=cauſe he will not have his Mother Calinths acquainted therewith. Toſſeliza rcjoyceth, 
2nd ces toberevived at this pl:aling news; yea, ſhe begins to forget her former miſcry, and 
"farters he (elf wich this hope, that fortune will again ſmile on her. So within three dayes, 
 Mvrtaign (nds his Lackey LzVerdyre, to ber for the Babe 3 the which with many kifſes and 
t:ars ſhe ppndns hoping that Mortaign his Father would be carcfull of his mainte- 
nance, and not ſo maeh- as once dreaming, or conceiving that he had any intent to murther 
je. But ſhe ſhall find the contrary ; for henceforth ſhe ſhall} never ſee her Babe, nor her 
Babe her. 
La Verdure (the Lackey) following his Maſters command, is not four Leagues from Ville- 
pout , before, like a damnable Miſcreant, he ſtranglcs it, and wrapping it ina Linnen Cloth 
(whichhe had purpoſely brought with him) throws it into the River Lignon; bur he ſhall 
pay dear for murthering of this ſweet and innocent Babe. . 
But it is not enough ; for Mortaigy's devillith malice and revenge will not be quenched'or ſas 
tisfied, till he ſee the Mother follow the fortune ofthe Son : to which end he agrees with her 
Hoſt La Palma, and hisaforefaid Lacky La Verdure, to ſtifle her in her bed. The- which, for 
two hundred Franks they perform, and bury her in his Garden, ſhe being ſoundly il:eping, and 
poor ſoul, not ſo much as once dreaming of this her mournfull and lamentable end. What Ty- 

- gers or Monſters of nature are theſe , to commit ſo damnable a Murther, as it there wzre no 
God in Heaven.to dete& chem, nor carth or hell to puniſh them? | 

. Bur we ſhall ſeethe contrary z yea, we ſhall ſee both the Marther, and the Murtherers revealed 

_ and diſcovered by ancxtraordinary means; wherein Gods Providence and glory will noftmj- 


afly reſplend and ſhine. P a 
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away to Durency, as well to acquaint Mortaign herewith, asalfo toreceive their moncy (where 
of the one half was paid them, and the other die. )This news is ſo pleaſing-to himas he chear- 
fully layes down his promiſe : and ſo they both ftrollike it in the Village, La Verdure making 
no haſt home to his Maſter M:rtaign, nor La Palma to his old Wite Iſabella. T 

In the mean time (a moneth being paſt away) Mortaign, hoping the way clearzand all the rubs 
removed, that hindred him from obtaining his tair Miftris Varina, he procurcs bis Father De 
Coucye, and other of his friends to ride to Ls Paliſſe, hoping 'to finiſh the match betwixt Le 
UVazrina and himfelt : Bur he and they are inforced to ſee themſelves deceived of their hopets 
For De Vaſſy and his Daughter having heacd that Toſſeliza and her Son were conveyed away; 
and could not bz heard of, they ( ſ{ufpc&ing, and fearing that which indeed: was faln out) in 
plain terms, give Mortaigz the refuſal , who galled to the heart herewith, doth now hang 
down his head, and (ce his former bloudy errours and crimes; but it is too late, 'for the Lord 
hath bent his bow, and his arrow is ready to revenge them. 

La Palma underſtanding of Mortaign 's arrivall from La Paliſſe, thinks it high time for him 
to leave Durency, and ſo returning home to Y'illeport to his Wite 1ſabella, who being an old 
woman and he a young man , was not onely impatient, bat jealous of his long ſtay ( which 
was well ncer five weeks)and the rather, for that he departed, as the thought, in the campany-of 
Tofſelina: who beca iſe (hz was young and fair, the vehemently ſuſpeted, hehad ſince entertained 
and ſtayed with.But this jealoutic of hers, God makes his inftrument to diſcover this cx:crable 
murther. 

For La Palma coraming home, his Wife Tſabella (as we have heard) b:ing incenſed 
with anger, and inflamed with jealoufic, gives him this bitter intertainment and welcome : 
La Palma ( quoth: {hz yeu were very unkind, ſo ſoon to forſake your Whore lofſ:lina. | Le 
Palma being peirced to the quick with this - bitter ſpeech of his Wife, like a lewd- fel- 
!ow, gave her firſt the Iye, and then termed her Whore in ſpeaking ir. She hath fire- in 
her looks, and he thunder in his ſpzeches. So after many bitter and ſcandalous injuries ban- 
ded one to the other, ſhe addes rage to-.her words, and he a box on the car to his choler, 
wherewith he fell'd her as dead tothe ground ; yea, the Scrvants, and all thatbcheld ir, cry 
out amain, as if her foul had already taken her laſt farewell of her body. At this tumule the 
neighbours aſſ:mble, and deeming Iſabella dead, they lay hands on La Palma her Husband, 
and carry him before the Procurer Fſcall of La Palifſe, who was then in their Village of Vile- 
pont, who boy wig further examination commits hin to priſon, and ſo goes in perſon to vilic 
Iſabella, who by this time is a little recovered, bur not freed from the danger of death : She re- 
lates him all chat had paſt betwixt her Husband and her felt; as alſo of his departure with 
Tofſelina, and of his long ftay in Durency 3 adding withall, that he hath heretofore many times 
bearen her , andnow {he hopes, that this blow will not go unpuniſhzd/ 


Haz ygas her rage Bn SO. . IN 
ther Gods providence carries her fo farre, as ſhe conſtantly averdnraaidiate, (har if , 
Toſſelina be not her Husbands Strumpet,ſhe conſtantly belicves he is ke SR to conclude, 
faith, hat her C:rvant-maid Taqueta can ſay more. 2 I a 
Taqueta examined, faith, that the night before her Maſters depart 
mid-night in Tofſelina's Chamber, rogether with one La Verdured4 Ti and that fince Joſ- 
fſelina was neither ſeen nor heard of ; and being farther demanded if Wlnew' whoſe Lackey: 
LaVerdure was, {he anſwered, he was Monnfieur Mortaign's Lackey, wil *vas- Son to Mown-" 
fieur De Coacy., The Procurer Fiſcs!l, confidering their ſeverall depoſiridns, doth ſhrewdly 
iſp: ther? was more in the wind than is yet diſcovered; he leaves 1ſabella,' and*goes to her 


Husband in prifon, and after he had ſbarply checked him for beating his Wite, he inquires and 


« - 
x 


Wrency, he was at 


_ chargeth him with theſe two points; Firſt, why he and La Verdure were in Toſelina's Chatyber 


at mid-night ; and ſecondly, what was become of her, ſith fince that time ſhe hath neither 
been ſeen nor heard of. | 
La Palma is terrifyed and amazed with theſe demands ( and- farre the mere, becauſe 
hee leaft cxpeted them) the which apparently appearcd in the alteration of his colour 

and complexion , which :commonly bewraycs an inward perturbation of the minde and 
hearts Hee. anſwereth not punRtually to thoſe points demanded of him : but runs on with 
many bitter inveRives againſt the rage and jealoufic of his Wife ; and then being by xhid 
Procurer, bid anfwer to thoſe two points he. formerly demanded: of him : he, after man 

frivolous and extravagant- ſptcches, denies that cither he or -La -Ferdure wete it Iofſeline's 
Chamber, and thathe ncither ſaw her departure,'nor knew what was:become of her, and 
withall prayes the Pracurer Fiſca!l to free and releaſe. hims of his impriſonment: 'but he ſhall 
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» - "fiſt in offence, tobe broken on the Wheel, hi 


© _ For,the Procurer , being familiar with Mounſfieur de Vaſſye his Collegue and fel- 

low-Judge of Lz Paliſ , mba that hee had formerly \ him ſpeak of this 
Mounfieur Mortaign , who lately ſought his Daughter Le Varine in Marriage; as alſo of 
his entertaining and reje&ing' this Toſſelxe , a Farmers Daughter of Durency , by whom 
hee had a baſe Son: and now confidering that at ſach ar- unreaſonable hour his Lackey 
La Verdure ſhould bee in her Chamber in Lea Palma*'s Houſe , and Le Palma himſelf 
in his Company , and ſhe never fince ſeen or heard of, he thinks there is ſome fire hid 
and covercd in theſe embers, and there is ſome deeper myſtery in this bufinefle , which 
as yet was now. revealed. - 

Wherefore , like a wiſc ce, he holds it fit, the ſame night to ſend Lz Palme 
privately to Le Paliſſe, as alſo his Wife Iſabella and Iaqueta for Witneſſes, and rides thi- 
cher himſelf, to fit upon his Procefſc , with whom the Licutenant of that Juriſdiion 
joyned 3 but for Mounſieur de Vaſfie the Scneſchall, he (for the regard he bore to Mor- 
taign, becauſe he vehemently ſuſpeted he had a deep and chief hand in this bufineſſe) 
would not bee preſent, but purpoſely abſented himſelf at a Houſe of his in the Coun- 
trey: the next morning Le Palma is examined, as alſo the two Witneſſes, and Taqueta 
is confronted with him, who ſtands firm to her former diſpoſition : But hee flatly denier 
all. The Procurer and the Licutenant adjudged him to the Rack. He indureth the firſt 
torment , but-at the ſecond he confefſeth that he and' Le Verdure had ſRifled , and mur- 
thered Toſcelina in her Bed, in his own Houfe, and had buried her in his Garden, and that 
they were (ct a work and hired to doit by Mounſieur Mortaign, who gave them two hun- 
dred Franks to eff it. | 

Loe here by the Mercy and Providence of God, La Palma's malice to his Wife Iſa- 
bella, and her jcalouſfie to him, hath diſcovered and brought to light this cruell and 
bloudy Murther , which was fo ſecretly contrived, and fo cunningly and devilliſhly a&ed 
upon the body of Toſſclina : But hers being difcovered , let us likewiſe fee how that of 
her >, per rs and innocent Babe is likewiſe brought to light. The two Judges themſelyes 
ride all night to Vilepont , they ſcarch the Garden, and find the dead _ of Joſſelina, 
having no other Winding-ſheet but her own ſmock. They ſend away the Provyoft to ap- 
prehend Mortaigs and his Lackey for this murther, who mects Le Verdure by the way, and 
ſcizes Morta:gs in his Bed. 

They are ſeverally brought to La Paliſſe, and firſt La YVerdare is confronted with Le Palma, 
who denics all : but they preſent his feet to the fire, and then he contefi:th not only che Mur- 
ther of Toſſelina, but likewiſe that of her Infant Son, whom he firftftrangled, and then threw 
into the River Lignon; and this, ſaid he, he did at the requeſt of his Maſter Mortaign,of whom 
forhis part and Iabout, he received one hundred Franks. 

+ We have here foftWaof theſe Murtherersz and now what reftcth there, but that the third, 
Lada werc thc capitall great Wheel of theſe bloody Tragedics, be pro- 
Frraignmcnt? The Procurerand Licutenant repair again to the pri> 
gs with theſe two bloody murthers : he knows it is in vain to deny it, 
X&rable Agents have oP revealed it ; therefore he aſhamed at the 
remembrance of his cruell and unnaturtll crimes, doth with many tears very ſorrowfully and 
 penitently confeſſe all. : 
It is a happinefſe for him to repent theſe Marthers ; but it had been a farre greater, if he had 
never contrived and committed them : yea, the Judgesare amazed to hear the cruelty hereof, 
and the people to know it, and both ſend their praiſes and thankfulnefle to God, that the hath 
| thuzdetefted and brought them to light on carth. | 
. - And nowcomes the Cataſtrophe of their own Tragedics, wherein every one of theſe Male» 
 faftors receives condign puniſhment for their ſeverall offences, 
Le Palma is condemned to behanged and burnt 3 Le Verdure to be broken on the Wheel, 
- _and his body to be thrown into the River Lz 


burnt, and his aſhcs thrown into the air : 
xwhich Scntence, in the fight of a great multizude of Spetators, was on a Market day accord- 
' ingly exccuted and perk in La Palis. | | 
..;And this was the bloodycnd of Mortaigs , and, his two Helliſh Inftruments, for mur- 
| innocent Jofſeline, and her fally and tender Infant : May all Maidens learn by her 
CXa to preſerve their Chaſftiticsz and men, by Le Verdur's and La Palna's, not to ' 
be- drawn to ſhed innocent blood for the Iucre of wealth and money; and by Adortaign's, 
J to 


; and Mortaign, though the laft in rank, yer 
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Pit II. Mortaign and Tofſelina. 
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to bce lefſe laſcivious, inhuman, and bloody ; thereby to prevent ſo cxecreable a life 
and ſs infamous a death. ; | 

Oae thing 1 may not omit 3 La Palma on the Ladder extremely curſed the malice of his Wife 
T[abella, who (he ſaid) was the Author of his death 3 and no lefſe did Le Verdure on the Wheel 
by hjs Maſter Mortaigz ; but both of them were fo deſperately irceligious, as neither of them 
conhfidercd that it was their former (ins, and the malice of the Devill, ro whom they gave too 
much ear, that was the canſe thereof, | 

And for Mortaign ggfter he had informed the World, that he was extremely grieved 
that his Judges had not given him the Death of a Gentle-man , which was to #5 been 
Beheaded , hee with many tears bewailed his infinice ingratitude , cruelty, and unnatu- 
ralnefſe , both towards Joſſlin » as alſo his and her young Son: yet he prayed the world 
in generall to pray that God would forgive it him ; and likewiſe requeſted the Execu- 


tioner to diſpatch him quickly out of this life 3 becauſe he confefled he was unworthy to 
live longer. REAR 
Now let us glorific our Creator and Redeemer , who continually makes a ftri& inqui- 
fition for blood, and a curious and miraculous inquiry for Murther : yea, let us both 
ar him with love, and love him with fear, fith he is as impartiall in his Juftice, as%in 
diſtributing his mercics. 
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read itro the reformation of our lives, to the comfort of our ſouls, an 


; I Valentia (an ancient and famous City of Spain there dwelt one Do Pedro de Alſemero, a noble! | 
s oP | y oung . | 
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JHiR.IV. eAlſemero and Beatrice-Joans. 


young Cavalier, whoſe Father (Dox Iuan Alſemero) being (lain by the Hollarders in the Sea- 
Fight at Gibrahter, he reſolved to addift himfelt ro Navall and Sza Aﬀtions,whcereby to makethim>» 
ſelf capable to revenge his Fathers dcath : abrave reſolation, worthy the affc&ion of a Son, and 
the Generofity of a Gentleman ! | 

To which end, he makes rwo Voyages to the Weſt-Indies, from whence he returns flouriſhing 
and rich, which ſo ſpread the fails of his Ambition, -and hoyſted his fame from top to top gallan, 
that his cgurage growing with his years, he thought no attempt danggrous cnongh, if hogan 
ble, nor n6 honotfy enough glorious, cxeept atchicved and purchaſed by danger. In the ARions 
of Alarache and Mamore, he ſhewed many noble proofs and-raſtimwonics of his valourand prowefle, 
the which he confirmed and made good by the receit of..cleven feverall wounds; which as marks 
and Trophees of Honour made him famous in Caftile. * Boyling thus in the heat of his youth- 
full bloud, and contemplating often on the death of his Father, hewgeſolves to go to V alidolyd,j and 
to imply ſome GrandoYither to the King, or the Duke of Leriihi great Favourite, to procure 
him a Captains p Lind a Company under the Arch-Duke Mhertus, who at that time made 
bloudy Warres agamit the Netherlanders, thereby to draw them to obedience : But as he began 
this ſixte, a generall truce of both fides laid afide Arms, which (by the mediation of Exgland 
and France ) was ſhortly followed by a Peace, as a Mother by the Daughter ; which was concluded 
at the Hage, by HiSExcellency of Naſſaw, and Marqueſic Spixola, being chick Commiſſioners of 
cither 7. Alſemero (ecing his hopes fruſtrated, that the Keyes of Peace had now ſhur up the 
Temple of Warrc, and that Muskets, Pikes, and Corſlets, th&ewere wont, t@ grace the Fields, 
were now ruſting by the Walls, he is irreſolute what courſe to take, reſembling thoſe Fiſhes who 
dclightto live in catarafts and tyoubted waters, but dye in thoſe that are Rtill and quice 3 For he 
ſparns at the pleaſures of the Court, and refuſeth e@haunt and frequent the companies of Ladizs : 
And ſo not affe&ing, but rather difdaining the pomp , bravery and vanitic of Courtiers, he 
withdraws himſelf from V alidolyd to Y alextia, with a noble and ro.1s intent to ſect Warres- 
abroad, fith he could find none at home 3 where being arrived, alkkFpgh he were often invited 
into the companies of the moſt noble and honourable Ladics both of the City and Country ; - Yer 
his thoughts ran ſtill on the Warres, in which Heroick and luftrious profeſſion, he conceived hip: 
chicfc{ delight and fclicity : and fo taking order for his Lands and Afairs,he.reſolves to ſee Halts, 
that incxpugnable Rampier of Mars, the glory of Chriſtendome, and the terrour of Turkey, ro ſee 
if he could gain any place of command and honour eirher ir>that Hand, or in their Gallies; or if 
not, he would from thence into Tranfilvania, Hungary,and Germany, to inrich his judgement and 
expzricnce, by remarking the ſtrength of their Caftles and Cities, their Ocders and Diſcipline in 
Warre, the Potency of their Princes, the Nature of theig Laws and Cuſtomes, and all other mat- 
ters worthy the obſervation both of a Travellor and a St : and fo building many Caſtles in 
the air, he confesto Alicant, hoping to find paſſage therEfor Nepels, and from thence to ſhip him» 
ſcIf upon the Neapolitan Gallics for Malta, * | 

There is nothing ſo vain as our thought , nor ſo uncertain as our hopes, for common- 


: ly they deceive us, or rather wee our ſclves in relying on them - hot that God is any way: 
/ unjuſt ( for to think ſo, were Imp) but thet. our hopes gake falfe.objets, and have no 
- © «cac foundation; and to imagine the contrary , were folly : which Alſemero findes true: t 
: ©} for here the winde' doth oppoſe him'y his thoughts fight and vanquiſh themſelves; yea, the. - 


\k4- wr" of God dotlt:croffſe hint in his intended purpoſcs, and gives way to that he lcaft: 
intendeth; ; Ys. 8 f 
For comming one morning to-our Ladics Church at Maſſe, and being on his knees, in his Dc- 
votion, he cſpics a young Gentle Frompn likewiſe on hers next to him, who being young, ten- 
der, and fair, hee thorow her-thin veil diſcovercd all the perfeftions of a delicate and ſweer 
Bcauty, ſhe eſpics him feafting onthe daintics of her pure and freſh cheeks ; and tilting with the 
inviſible lances of his eyes, to hers, he is inſtantly raviſhed and vanquiſhed with the vicading ob- 
K of chis Angclicall Countenance, and now he canno more refift cicher. the power or. paſſion © 7 


CY This Gentle-woman (whoſe name as yet: we know not) is young and fair, and cannot refrain ©. 
Py from bluſhing, admiring to ſee him admire and bluſh at her. A!ſemero dycs in conceit wich impa= 
YM tiency, that he cannot injoy the happinefſ: and means to ſp=ak with herz bur he ſecs ir is in vain to 

; 


3 IN =*t-mpeiir, becauſe ſhe is ingaged in the company of many Ladics, and he of many Cavaliers: Buz 
. 1 Maſf: being cnded, he cnquires of a good fellow Pricft, who walked by, what ſhe was, and whether 
ILY fh- frequented that Church, and at what hour. The Pricft informs.-him, that ſhe is 'Dox Drego de 
Bl Vermanders's Daughter 3 he being Captain of. che Caftle of that City, that her name was Done 
Joann and that ſhe is every morning in that Church and Place, ayd ncer about the ſame 
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Alſemero hath the fwectnefſe of her beauty ſo deeply ingraven in his thoughes, and imprinted 
in is heate, that he voivs Beatrice» Foane is his Miftrefſe, and he her Servant : yeay here his warlike 
refokurions have end, and ftrike fail. And now he leaves Belloza, to adore Vexns, and forfakes 
Mars, to follow Cupid: yea, ſo fervent is his flame, and ſo vielentis his pafſicn, as he can neither 
give nor take truce of his thoughts, till he be again made happy with kier fight, and bl:(ſ-d with 
his prefence. | | 

The next morh/ (as LoveWlove not much reft ) Alſemero is ſtirring very timely, agd hoping to 
find his Mifteefle , no other Church will pleaſe him but our Ladies, nor place, but where te 
tirft anid laſt faw her ; but ſhe is more zealous than himſelf; for ſhe is firſt inthe Church, and on 
her knees at her Dz:votion, whom A!ſemers gladly eſpying, he kneels n:xt to her, and having 
hardly the patienice to let paſſe one poor quarter of an hour(he refolving as yet to conceal his name) 
like a fond [.over, whoſe greatft alary is in complements and courting his Miftris, he boards hes 
thus: 

Fait Lady, it ſcems, that theſe ewo mornings my devotions have been more powerfull and ac- 
ceptable than heretofore, (ith | have had the felicity ro be placed next fo fair and fo fweera Nymph 
as your ſelf, whoſe cxcellent beauty hath ſo ſuddainly captivated mine eyes, and fo ſecretly ravi- 
ſhed my heart, that he which heretofore rejeRted, cannot now reſiſt the power of ove ; and there- 
fore, having ended my devotion,l beſeech you excafe me, if 1 begin to pray you to rake pitry of me, 
fixh nty flame is ſo fervent, and my aftcQion is fo paſhonatc, as either I muft live yours, or not 
dye mine own. 

Beatrice-Foana could not refrain from bluſhing under her veil, to-ſte an unknown Cavalier 
board her in theſe terms in the Church ; and as ſhe gave attentive car to his fpcech, fo ſh: could ? 
not for a while refrain from glancing her eye upon the fpruceneſſe of his perſon, and the 
ſumptaouſnefſ of his Apparell : bat at laſt, accuſing her own ſilence, becauſe ſhe would give 
him nocauſe to condemn it, th: with a modeſt grace, and a gracefull modeſty, returns him this 
anſwer: ' 

Sir, as your devotions can neither be pleafing to God, nor profitable to your ſoul, if in this 
place you account it a felicity to enjoy the fight of ſo mean a Gentlewoman as my ſelf, fo 
I cannot repate it to affe&tion but flattery, that this poor beauty of mine (which you unjuſtly 
paint forth in rich praiſes) ſhould have power cither to captivate the cyes, or which is more, to 
raviſh the heart of fo noble a Cavalier as your ſelfv Such ViCtories are reſerved for thoſe La- 
dies, whoare as much your cquall, as Iyour inferiour : and therefore directing your zeal to them, 
if they find your affettion ſuch as you profefſc to me, no doubr, regarding your many vertties 
and merits, they will ia honour grant you that favour, which 1 in modeſty am conftrained to 
deny you. 

Alſemero (though a Novice in the Art of Love) was not fo ignorant and cowardly co be put off 
with her fiſt repulſc and refuſal], bur rather ſecing that the perteAions of her mind correſponded 

_ with thoſe of her beauty, he reſolves now co make a triall of his wit and tongue, as heretofore he 
had done of his courage and ſword ; and fo joyns with her thus : | 

[t is a pretty Ambition in you, ſweet Lady, to diſparage your beauty, that thereby ic may ſcem hi 

7 the fairer; as the Sun, who appcars brighter by reaſon of thrnights obſcurity 3 and all things are bet, Thad 
__ and moreperfely diſcerned by their contrarics : but I cannot commend, and therefore not «x- 
eaſe your policy; or rather your diſreſpect, to ſlight and poalt me-ovtr from your (elf, whom 1 
© love, to thoſe Ladics I neither know nor defire, which in.eff:&is'to give me a cloud for Funo. No, 
is nog it is only to you and to no other that I preſent and dedicate my ſervice ; and therefore it will be 
= ian ingratitude as unworthy my receivingy as your giving; that I ſhould be the objcEt of your dif 
al ; ws fith you are that of my affection. CO TITER | 
'.” _ - To theſe ſpreches of 4/ y Beatrice- Foana returns this reply's - | 
| . » «It is not for poor Genele-women of my rank and complexion, cither to be ambitious, or poli- 
rick, except it be to keep themſelves fro the ſhares of ſuch Cavalicrs as your ſelf, who (tor rhe 
moſt part) under colour of affe&ion, aim to erre& the trophees of your defires upon the rombs of 
our diſhonour 3. only I ſo much hate ingraritude, as you being to me a ſtranger, charity and com- 
mon courtefie commands me to thank you for the profer of your ſervice, the which Icanno way We 
cither 421 wh of requite, except in my devotions and prayers to God for your glory and profpc- ſes 
xiry on earth. . 
ſhe had ended this her 


i. 


ng, advanced to Wc 
queſtring her from the crowd of peo- pf | 
| peaks co het to this effeR : wo * 
as 1 know you to be the Lady Forne, Daughter ro the noble Knight Dow, 


anderos, Captain ofthe Caſtle of this City 3 fo I being a firanger to you, I admire” 
| ghat 
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Hiſt: V.  Alſemero and beatrice-Jpans. 
\ Ethacyou offer fo voluntary an injury to your judgement and my intents, as to pervert my aff 'Fion 
and ſpeeches to a contrary ſ:nfe : but my innocency hath' this conſolation, that my hearc js 
oledge for my tongue, and my deeds (hall make my words reall. In che. meat time ,. fth you 
will give me no place in your heart, I beſcech you Icnd me one in your, Cyach , and be; ar 
eaſt ſo courteous, as to honour me, in accepting my company to:conduCtt you home to your fathers 
Caſtle. TE) TT | .) 
Beatrice-Foana , calling to mind the freeneſs of her ſpeeches, and the ſharpneſs of his anſwer, not 
laſhing for joy, but now looking pale for ſorrow, repents her ſelf of hererrour, the which ſhe ſalves 
; Bup che beſt he could in this Reply. t | 
7 Noble Sit, when I am acquainted as well with your heart as with your ſpeeches, I (hall then nor 
ncly repent, but recant mine crrour, in judging your ſelf by others ; in.the mean time, it I haye any 
way wronged your merits and virtucs,o give you ſome part of ſarisfaCtion,if you pleaſe to grace mie 
with your company to the Caſtle (alchough it be not the cuftormrof Alicam) 1 do moſt Kindly and 
. Thankfully accept thereof : when Alſemero giving her many thaniks, and kiſſing his hand, he takes 
| Hhcr by the arm, and ſo condufts her from the Church to her Coach 7. 
| It is both aprief and a ſcandal to any true Chriſtians heart that th: Church, ordained for 
- Ethankſpiving and prayer unto God, ſhould be made a Stews or at leaft, a place tor men to mect and 
,  YCourt Ladics 3 but inall parts of the Chriſtian world, where' the Roman Religionreigneth, this 
t Wſinful cuſtome is Gequindy praiſed, eſpecially in Tralys and Spain, whetc, tor. the moſt part, 
men love their Courtizans berter than theiriGod 5: and: it were a happin:iſe for Fraxce , it her 
r FPopiſh Churches were freed of this abomination, and her people of ;xhus impiccy.: Buc again to our 
1 Fhittory. | fo 
We will purpoſely omit the conference which Alfemero and Beatrice- Foana had in the Coachzand 
e 
$ 


allow them by this tinic arrived to the Caſtle 3 where firſt her ſelf , then the Captainher Father 
thank him for his honour and courteficz in requital whercof, he ſhewed him the racitics and 
firength of his Caftle; and after ſome ſpeeches and complements between them, he was ſo happy as 
to kifſe Beatrice-Foana, but had not the felicity to entertain her 3 and ſo he departs, his Lackey 
trending him with his Gennet to the Counter-ſcarfe.. So hdmehe [rides to his todging , where, 
rhilzs the wind holds contrary, we-will a litcle Teave him to his thoughts, ' and they co reſolve in 
what ſort he might contrive his ſute for the obtaining. of his new and. fair Miftris Beatrice: Foang 
and likewiſe her ſelf , cromuſe upon the ſpeeches and cxtraordinary.courteftes, which this unxnown 
1, [Cavalier afforded her, and begin to ſpeak of Don Alonſo Piracquo, a rich Cavalicr of the City, who 
2s unknown to A{/emers,was his rival and compecriror, in likewiſe {ccking and courting. Beatrice-Foane 
o For his Miſtris and Wife. (1 | L-44 E264 
This Piracquo bcing rich both in Lands and Money, and deſcended of one of the chicfeſt and no» 
left Familics of Alicant, by Profcfiiona Courticr , and indeed (| to give him his duc.) a Cavalize 
nducd with- many rare qualicies and perfeQions, was ſo highly beloved ,-reſp<Rtcd, and citeemed 
chat City, as the very faireſt and nobleft young Ladics, werey. with much'reſpett and 'aff-Qion, 
rofered* him in Mariage by. their Parents 3 bur there was none cicher fo precious or plealing to 

is eyc, as was our Beatrice-Ioans , whom h: obſcrved for beanty to excel others , and tor M:j-fly 


?, {nd grace toſurpaſs her felf ; :and indeed he could not reftaintegm loving her 4 nor b: perſwaded , 
x= fſordcawn to aff &t any others ſo ag he ſertled his reſolution cicher ro have her to his witegor not tothe 

I ſic hucband of any, Ycaz he-is fo carncft in his: fate, as ſcatce any one day. pallzth, burke is at the 
0, Caſtle, © ge O23 OP HQ? NC 5 " 03601 £14 21 GHeNOFD Rb iff ho 2dpho! 
be || Vermazdero thinks himflf much honoured of him, in ſecking his Daughter 3 ya, he receives him 
&- DKovingly;ahd entercains biim-courtcoufly; as knowing it greatly for ur pref:rmenty and advany 


* 


nd ſo gives Piracquo many teftimonics ot his favour,and many hopes that he ſhall prevail and 
is Miftcis. But Beatrice-Toaxue Rands not ſo'alf.&rcth torbiong Faber ſhereceives him coldly 3 ans 
then he begins his ſate to her,ſhe turns her deaf car,and never anſwereth himybur in general cearms 


nely-not peremprorily to difobey her Parents, ſh; ſcems. tobe pleaſed wich bis companysr and get.” 


of Wcrecly in her heart wifhzh him farcher from hero -. 10 298 ce wh pond om nyc os, 4 
m- I But Pirarqno flattering himſelf in his hope,, andcas much doting on BeatricenTyeng; beat [ + 24 
ay We relies -0n her fachers cotiftanc aff:&ion to him, he is fo fap-from giving over his her 

'- Fſrontinaeth ic with more earniefincſs and importupigy,, and wows that be-will fork 


Wiifris :- Bat ſomerimes weiſpeak true, wber-wathiok we jeff 5. yer he findg he 

Jr alchoughifhe were'not” yet: acquainted wi nerd g. yet Shomade it, the x 

20+ hf her Creed, that the ſupreme power hdd | anachcr.hushand ad not. #7 | 
i that very inftant the remembranec of. f/{tiyvers\ quite: defaced: chat of aqua ar fo. 

olly' refus'd *her/hearteo ithe laft , of purpol icit; as the ſeq 
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. Now by this time Vermandero: bad notice, and was ſecretly informed of Alſemere's affeQtion to 
hisdanghrer y and withall, that ſhe liked him far better than Piracgue 3 which news was indeed very 
diftafiful, and diſpleaſing to him, becabiſe he perfeftly knew that Piracquo's means far exceeded thay 
"of Alſemeroi' Whereupon, confidering that he had given his conſent, and in a manner ingaged hig 
-promiſe to. P3recqus 3 he, to prevent:the hopes, and to fruſtrate the attempts of Alſemero, leaves hig 
Gaſtlc to th: command of Dox Hugo de V almarino, his Son, and taking his Daughter Beatrice-Toang 
with him,he in his Coach veryſuddenly and ſecretly gocs to Briamataza fair houſe of his,ten leagues 
from Alicent; where he means to fojournguntil he had concluded and folenniz:d the Match betyixe 
them : But he ſhall never be ſo happy, as to ſee it effeQted, | 
At the news of Beatrice Foans's departure, A!ſemero is exrremely perplexed and forrowful, knows: 
ing not whether 1t procecded from her ſelf, her father, or both; yea, this his grief is augmented , 
when he thinks on'the ſuddenneſs thereof, which he fears may be performed for his reſpe&t and con» 
fideration : the ſmall acquaintance and familiarity he hath had with her, makes him « 4 cannot 
condemn her of unkindneſs; yet fith he was not thought worthy to have notice of her departure, ke 
again hath no reaſon to hope, much leſs to affure himſelf of her aff;&ion towards him. He knows 
not how to reſolve theſt doubts, nor what to think or doe in amatter of this nature and importancez 
for chas he reaſonetly with himfclt ,- it he ride to Briamate, hc may perchance offend the Fathers 
if he ſtay at Alicant y diſplealc 
of his envy than'of her affe&ion, yet he holds'ir fafer to be authorized by her pleafure, and to 
ſteer his courſe-by the compaſs of her commands :' He therefore be+thinks himſclf of ameans to 
avoyd theſe exrremes, and ſofindes' out a Channel to paſs free betwixt that Sylla and this Caryb- 
dis ; which is, to vifite her by Letters : he ſees more n to embrace, than to reje& this inven» 
tion, and ſo providing himſclt of 4 confidene Meſſenger, his hearc'commands his pento fgnifie 
her theſe few ines. TOE dvr en Fig, 


---ALSEMERO to BEATRIGE-JOANA, 


1 NN 8 long as you were in Alicahr, 'T deemed it a heaven upon earth, and being bound for Malta, & thoys 
Ama timies” bleſſed thi contrary wind which. kefit me from emberquing and ſailing fromyou ; yea, 
| ſo ſweetly did 1 iffet,"'and ſo dearly honour your beauty ,, as Tentred mto a: reſolution withmy ſelf , 20 
end my wvoyapt ereT began ity ani to begin anather, which T fear , willend me, If you demaud, or deſire 
to know what this ſecond voy age iy , fair Miftris, that my thoughts are ſo honourable, and My affer 
Gio ſo" religions, that i is the ſeeking of your favanr , und the obtaining of your ſelf to my Wife, wheres 
on #9t only my fortunes, but my life depends. But how ſhall I *y for this honour, or flatter my: ſelf with the 
obtaining of ſo great a felicity, when T ſte! you bave not only left me, but which is worſe , as I underſtand , 
the 'Gity for my ſake'? Fair Beatrice» Jo rf yorr Cruelty will make me thus miſerable, I bavenq other 
conſolation left me, to. ſweeten'the bitterneſs of my grief. and misfortunet, but a confident hope, thet 
death will as ſpeedily deprivk me'of my :daies , as. you bave of my jayes. 037 ghd 5 ok. 

uliapient orer. £- ocarig thy Hwmlkraty ins ALSEMER ©. 
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- Iknownot whether it more prievod: extyi <Foans to cave Alioznt, without takingherlleave of 
Mſemero, than ſhe doth now rejoytets receive this his Letter 3 [foras that plunged her thoughts. in 


: 
f 


doube of his aff:&ion, ſonow ſh: hath not onely reaſon to flatter, but to affure her ſclt thereof; and 
anſwer, that 
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the Daughter ; and although he be rather willing coran the hazzardÞ 
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HiQ.IV. efiſemero and Ber ice-Foans. 


to aGardcn, where Diaphante her Waiting-Gentlewoman attends his arrival. He comes G, ſhe 
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This Letter of Beatrice- Foana gives Alſemero much deſpair, and little hove ; yet though he have 
reaſon to condemn her unkindne ſs, hee cannot but approve her modeſty and diſcretion , which 
doth as much comforrt as thar afflit him : ſo his rhoughts are irrefolate, and withall fo variable , 
as he knows not whether he ſhould advance his hand, or withdraw his pen again, to write to his 
Miſtreſs. But at laſt, knowing thar the excellencie of her Beauty, and the dignity of her Virtues de- 
ſerve a ſecond Lettcr 3 he hoping it may obtain and eff:& thar which his ficſt could not , calls for 
Pap:r, and thereon traceth theſe few lines : 


ALSEMERO to BEATRICE-JOANA, 


Ou have as much reaſon to aſſure your ſelf of my affetion, as T to daubt of yours : and if Words and 

Letters, Tears and Vows, are not capable to make you beleeve the fimcerity of my zeal, and the ho- 
nour of my affetion; what reſteth, but that I wiſh you could dive as deeply into my heart, as my heart 
hath into your beauty, to the end you might be both Witneſs and Tndge, if under heaven I deſire any thing 
ſo much on earth as to be crowned with the felicity to ſee Bentrice-Joana my Wife, and Alſemero her 
Husband ? But why ſhould IT ſtrive to perſwade that, which you reſolve not to beleeve, or flatter my ſelf 
with any hope, fith I ſee I muſt be ſo unfortunate to deſpair ? I will therefore henceforth ceaſe to write , but 
never to love : and ſith it is impoſſible for me to live, I will prepare my ſelf to die, that the World may 
know, IT have loſt a moſt fair Miſtreſs in you , and you a molt faithfull and conſtant Servant in me. © 


ALSEMERO. 


Beatrice-Foana ſeeing Alſemero's conftant affection , holds it now rather diſcretion, than immode- 
ty to accept borh his ſcrvice and (elf , yea, her hearr ſo delights in the greeableneſs of his perſon , 
and triumphs.in the contemplation of his virtues, that ſhe cithec wiſherh her ſelf in Alicant with 
him, or he in Briemate with her : but conſidering her affe&tion ro A!ſemers by her Fathers hatred, 
and her hatred to Piracquo, by his affcQion 3 ſhe thinks it high time to inform A!ſemero with what 
impaticncic they both endeavour toobtain her favour and conſent , hoping chat his diſcretion 
will interpoſc, and find means to ſtop the progreſs of theſe their imporcunitics, and to withdraw 
her Fathers inclination from Piracquo, to beſtow it on hiniſclf : Bur all this while ſhe thinkes her 
filence is an injury to A!ſemero , and therefore no longer to be uncourtcous to him, who is fo kind 
to her, ſhe very ſecretly conveighs him this Letter. 


BEATRICE-JOANA to ALSEMER OO. 


oA S it is not for Eerth to reſiſt Heaven, nor for our wills to contradie Gods pr evidence, ſo T cannot de- 

' ay, but now acknowledge, that if ever T affected any man, it is your ſelf ; for your Letters, prote- 
tations, and vows , but chiefly your merits, and the hope, or rather the aſſurance of your fidelity , hath 
wonune my heart , from my ſelf to give it you : but there are ſome tmportant conſiderations and reaſons, 
that inforce me to crave your ſecreſie herein , and to requeſt you, as ſoon as convemently you may , to come 
pravately hither to me 3 for IT ſhall never give content to my thoughts, nor ſatisfaction to my mind , nll 1 
am made joyfull with your fight, and happy with your preſence. In the mean time, manage this affe- 
Alien of mine with care and diſcretion 3 and whiles yon reſolve to make Alicant your Malta, I will. ex-- 
pet and attend your comming with much longing andimpatiency to Briamata. 


BEATRICE-JGANA 


It is for no others bnt Lovers to judge how welcome this Letter was to 4!ſexrero, who athbu- 
and times kifſed it, and as often bleft the hand that wrote ir. He had , as we have formerly under= 
ſtood, been twice in the I:dies 3 but now, in his conceit , he hath found a far richer treaſure in 
Spain, 1 mcanhis Beatrice-Feana, whom he cfteems the joy of his life, and the Tife of bh Joy 3 but 
ſhe will not prove ſo. He is ſo inamoured of herbeauty , and fo deſirous to.have the felicttie'of 
her prefence, asthe Wind comming good, the Ship ſers ſayl for Mata, and he (to give a colon for” 


his tay) feigns himſelf fick, fercheth back his Trunks , and remaincth in Aticant 3 and ſo bury 
with defire to ſee his focetly dear , and dearly fovect Miſtreſs , tie difpatcheth away his confident 
Meſſenger to Briamats in the morning, to advertife her, that he will not fail co be wirh her that 
night at eleven of the clock. SR oc SN Og F 
Beatrice- Foans is raviſhed with the joy of this news , and ſo provides for his coming. Alſemero 
takes the benehie of the night , and ſhe gives him the advantage of a Poſtern-door , which anſwers 
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condu&shim ſecretly thorow a private Gallery, into Beatrice- Joana's Chamber ; where ( richly 
apparelled ) ſhe very courteouſly and reſpeCttully receives him. Ac the beginning of their meeting 
they wantno kifſes ; which they ſecond with complements , and many loving conferences, wherein 
ſhe relates him Pzracquo's importunate ſute to her , and her Fathers earneſtneſs ; yea, in a manner R 
his conſtcaint, to ſee the Match concluded betwixt them 3 hee being for that purpoſe there, in her 
Fathers houfe. Again, after ſhe hadalleged,and ſhewn him the intireneſs of her affefQtion to hiniſelt, 
with whom ſhe is reſolved to live and dye, ſhe lets fall fome dark and ambiguous ſpeeches, tending 
ro this eff:&, that before Piracquo be in another world, there is no hope for Alſemero to injoy her 
for his Wife in this. Lo here the firſt plot and defign of alamentable and cx:crable Murther ; which 
we ſhall ſhortly ſee ated and committed. 

There necds but half a word to a ſharp and quick underſtanding. A!ſemero knows it is the vio- 
Ience of her aff:&ion to him, that leads her to this diſreſpe& and hatred to Piracquo, and becauſe 
her content is his , yea , rather tis for his ſake , that ſhe will forſake Piracquo , to live and dye 
wich him , Pafſion and AfﬀeCtion blinding his judgement , and beauty triumphing and giving alaw 
to his Conſcience , He freely profereth himſelf to his Miftris, vowing, that he will ſhortly ſend 
him a Challenge, and fight with him; yea, had he a thouſand lives, as he hath but one, hee is 
ready, it ſhe pleaſe, to expoſe and ſacrifice them all at her command and ſervice. Beatrice-Foang 
thanks him kindly for his aff:Ction and zeal , the which ſhe (aith ſhe holds redoubled by the freenets 
of his profer z but being loath that he ſhould hazard his own life, in ſeeking that of another,ſhe con- 
jares hm by all thelove he bears her, neither dire&ly,nor indirettly to intermeddle with Piracguo, 
but that he repoſe and build upon her aff-Ction and conſtancy ; not doubting, but ſhe will fo pre- 
vail with her Father, that he ſhall ſhortly coy his opinion, and no more perſwade her to atf:& 
piracquo, whom ſhe reſolutely affirmes, neither life nor death ſhall enforce her to marry. And co. 
conclude , alchough ſhe affirm, that his preſence is dearer to her than her life, yet the better, and 
ſooner to compal3their defires , ſhe prayes him to leave Alicant, and for a while to return to Y a - 
entia, not doubting but time may ——_ that, which perchance hafte , or importunity may never. 
Thus paſſing over theic kiſſ:s , ahd the reſt of their amorous conference, he. afſured of her love, and 
ſh: of his affc&ion, he returns for Alicant, packs up his baggage, which he ſends before, and with- 
in leſs than fourdaies, takes his journey for Valentia 3 where we will leave him a while, to relate 
other accidents and occurrences 3 which ( like Rivers into the Ocean ) fall within the compaſs of 
this Hiſtory. 

This mzeting, and part of A!ſemero's and Beatrice-Foana's conference at her Fathers houſe of 
Briamata, was not ſo ſecretly carried and concealed, but ſome curious, or treacherous prrſon near 
him, or her, over-hear and reveal itz which makes her Father YVermaxdero fume, and bite the lip ; 
but he conceals it from Piracquo : and they ſhilf continne their intelligence and familiarity ; YVer- 
manlerotellinz him plainly , thata little moretime fhall work and finiſh bis defire 3 and that fich 
his requeſt cannot prevail with his Daughter, his commands ſhall. But he ſhall miſs of his aim. 

There is not ſo grear diſtance from Briamata'to Alicant , but ſome ofthe nobleſt of the City are 
adyertifed thereof ; and one among the reſt, in great zeal and affe&ion to Piracquo,ſecretly acquaints 
Don Thomaſo Piracquohis younger Brother therewith, being then in the City of Alicant ; who hear- 
ing of this news, whereof he imagined his brother was ignorant, loath that he ſhould any longer 
perſevere in his prefent errour, and to prevent his future diſgrace, he like a faithful and honeft Bro- 
ther, takes occaſion trom Alicent to write him thisenſuing letter to Briamata. 


THOMASO to ALONSO PIRACQUO. 


Eing more jealous of your proſperity than of mine own 3 and knowing it many times falls out , that 
Bris: loſe the clearneſs and ſolidity of their judgement , in gazing and contemplating 03 the Roſes 
and Lillies of their Miftreſſes beauties, I deſirous to preventyour diſgrace, thought my ſelf bynnd to ſige 
nifie you, that I here underitand. by the r eport of thoſe, whoſe ſpeeches bear their Jorjng frons wath them , 
that your ſute to Beatrice- Joana is in vain z and ſhe unworthy of your affeQion, becauſe ſhe hath already 
contrated ber ſelf to Alſemero your Rival : IT am as ſorry to be the Herald of this news, as glud and 
confident,that as ſhe hath matched your inferiour , ſoyou are reſerved for her better. Wherefore, Sir , 
recall your thaughts, tempt not impoſſibilities, buticonſider, that the ſhorteſt errours are beſt ; and though 
you love her well, AR thet at your pleaſure you may find varietie of Beauties,wherunta hers deſerves 
a0t the honour to &0, | | | 
hope either the name of a Brother, or your own generofitie, will eaſily procure pardon for my preſumption. 


THOMASO-.PIRAC QUO. 


Piracquo 
z 


homage. T could give ns truce tomy thoughts, till I had advertiſedyou hereof, and F 
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Piracquo, notwithſtanding this his Brothers Letter of counſel and advice, is ſo far from ; 
in his ſuce, as'he rather advantceth with more violence and zecal'; and'as mens ji þ - 


co have them ſound and clear ; ſo he is not capable ro be diſwaded fro ve-ſcarching hn 
buc rather rcſembleth thoſe Saylors , who are reſolute to endure a ſtory, hope of fair'weathtr': 
bur he had fonnd more ſecurity, andlefs danger, it he had embraced and followed thic cortilePthi 
his Brother gave him : For, Beatrice- Jozna fegingſhe could tor obtain heedehre i tha 
ſemeroc's Piracquo wett removed , doth now confirm that which- pony bo had'refb 
comake him away, in what manner, or at what rate ſoevers*And how, aftct the had rumingtcd, ata 
run over many bloody defigns, theDevil', who never flics*from*thoſe*chat follow hifi, *profers 
ber an invention as execrable as damnable. There is a gallant young Gentleman , of the Gartfgy'bf 
the Caftle , who follows her Father, that to her knowledge doth deep y honour, and ' detfly afo 
fe& her : yea, (ſhe knows, that at her requeſt, he will ri9 iekro murther Pirzigho'* his riamic 5 
Signiour Antonio de Flores : (hz is reſolute In herrage, and approves him w o a fit ſtruct, to ce 
cute her will. | 04% BL 99] TORRE CE DAB 1:3 ONTE; 2 YBT | 
Now as ſoon as Vermndero underſtands*sf Alſemers's dipafthre ton yo hewich'Why Hishs 
ter and Piracquo, returnes from Bfriamata to Alicant © where, wich three Uſes of hr el 2 
Beatrice-Foana, boyling ftill in her revenge ro Pirarque, which neither t 4Þ>Jf the Coutttry nor 
City could quench or wipe off, ſhe ſends for deFlores, and yuitht _ FH Trtitles; ind} 
ſpeeches, acquaints him with her purpoſe and deſire, rlaking hin deans 5 s of kindn l ard 
| _— 


ZBefors th and zeal 5 and iti hens jth re 
dazled and obſcured a litclt before their danger, and migforturie ,- when indeed they have mot ri 


courtches, if he will perform it. ESE Tn, | | 
' De Flores having a long time loved Beatrice-Foana, is pxccedin glad Of? Hrs He 
hishopes with the air of her promiſes, ht is ſo caught” and fota get a 


firſt conſul, ajutthe "yet: 
crformed : ro which end, de Flats tiffihoates hinnielt fallly 
into Piracquo's company and familiariry 4 lit £orties'o,theGaffle ;' whiet® ware 4:3 rhcllithop- 


Ort te Walls, cold Him, 
char the ſtrength of chat Caftle confifte#niot ihthe Walls), but in' rhe Ca) BWzret ,'thar were fto 


Whiles Piracquo is at dinner with Vetmandero, de Flores = 


DT © + © 4% = 


they have alrcady viewed three , and-are now going to'the Taft , which is the Theater, whercon 
wee {hall preſently ſee afted , a mournful and bloody 
puts off his Rapicr, and leaves it behinde him, rea 


Piracque, not doubting, nor dreaming of any Treafon, follows his example and fo caſts off his 
Rapicr : De Flores leads the way, and he follows him ; bir; alzfs, pootr'Gei fleman, he ſhall never 
return with hislife. They enter the Vault of the Caſemate'; De Floxes Done ASoe , and throws 
it back, thereby to hide his Sword and Ponyard : He ſtoopes” and looks throw a Port-hole, and 
tels him, that that Pcece doth thorowly .fcorre che Dire 'Piracqus foopes likewife down 
to view it, when ( O grief to think thereon ) De Flores fteps for his beige and with his Po- 
nyard ſtabs him thorow the back, and ſwiftly redoubling btow apon blow ,. Kills him dead at his. 
feet , and without going farther, burics him there, right under the ruins of 29.014 wall; whereof 
that Caſemate was built, Lo here the firſt part of this mournftiLand blo ., A 


* = 


De Flores (like a gracelefs villain ) having diſpatche&rhis forrowful baſirſels, ſpecdily acquaints 
Beatrice Foana herewith , who ( 2 cable See) dottt hereat infinittly r NL at Let ares 
with many kiffes 3 and the better to conceal this their vild arid bloody Mhirther: az 410 ro caft a miſt 
before peoples conceit and judgements, ſhe bids him, by ſotne fecrer means to'caaſe repores to! be 
ſpread, firft, that Piracquo was ſcen gone forth the Gaftle-gate 3 then, that in'the City , he 'was ſeen 
take Boat, and went (asit was thought) to take the air of the Sea. Bat 
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holly: for though men as yet ſee not dis Maurther, yet God in bis due time wil both derePt and pu- | 
- wi } of 2 vt; *T . 

k yl a wanting, bork inche Clip and Cattle Þ theſe aforefaid reports” 

gs 'practs, hexeat, V ermandero knows not: whatt to ſay, nor Piracguo's 
Fiendk.abar ja doc herging 3 ALL hour ayd MinUte.cxp news of him, but their 
qo TAN Ot. , and, me there our deyillich Bearrace- 0a#a- ſeems «xcecding= 


kn gi he mourn hareat;, Don 7; ons Piracquo, with the reſt of his fricnds,, ſcarch every 


Fly, nod end Seountberh, y.Land and Sca, to have \ xg him. Yermandero the 
Caftlidathibclikgy; 3 te that next his own Song, he Toved Piracquo before 

co ew 

and 


4, 6a. NOT !ONg ' highr Fa generally all thoſe who knew him , cx- 
loſs 
[1. _ 
4 midgdelk of this-ſoreg wal ih of thele, Gary Begrxer] ana doth ſecretly advertiſe 


wail the abſcncc.an s Cayahicr for they think he is drowned in 

cr, Lover. Mſemers.bertobs/but in texms., that thereby -ſhz. may delude and carry a- 
Wok ar 4 +a et ov upagining, a chef ſhadow or hanger herein ; and withall 
prayen kim to makeno longer tay in Valentiagbut to Ban away to her to Alicant. Al ſem: ro wonders 
1 and plcafe his fair Miſtgiq, believes part abereofy, but will never belicve all : bur hee 

. withl zU&Y 2; 48 gt FFUcDDraNch wipes away, that of Piracquoz when letting 


| or Alicent; bur ficſt he: ſend he chicfcſt of bis Kindred 
| his pe Jo rl e, rc 
= pu i 


ite-Feang.inx "Mariage for h im. and then comes himſclf 
= ol no 
| Þ hes 


ablo maruer COUrtS _ Parents pr Ivately, and makes ſhew to 


ents, 23 Alemero hath heretofore wonne 
likewiſe the fayogrand conſent of Yerman« 
ding BI content, and infinite joy, are 
ne; thei Nuptials being falemnized in 


ij and. Beatrice-Foana in the 
berwixtthen., from Alicant to Bria- 


and from Rriey:stqi9 iicaut; Nd '£ | cpomp and glory of their Nuptials 
uld ima Fn pk nyayerſc es | (weernels and tranquillity of their af- 
px: Ly [open 


ef REA ſhoul eclipſed, and overtaken with aftorm ? 


For, gab ei he pho bo lined Nay mo tha 10 the plcaſures of Wedlock (which if 
virtuouſly I bo z is rhe had ane cart gh Wi [[emero, like a fond Husband, becomes jealous 


of his. Wi t: ; (a5 be curþs and. xcſtrains| = LOR hs ucts hardly permit hcr to confer 


or converlc with, ; yee,, tar.lefs, to. feb; any, Pap 5 Bux,this is. not the way to teacha woman chaſtity 
| Wa cannot prevail , threatnings and impri- 


for, if. fair words 
ſoping in achambgr will never. ene th t is daily fecn, both in Exgland, France , 
and Germ the hs 


ly n9t abuſe ) their liberty and freedom , granted 
them RR ken ue much e wility, þ xo We! &. : 


| an rice-Foana b t pat this her ands.diſconrectic 3 ſhe vows ſhe is as much deceived 
x his ove , ashe1 {- Te te bp > gb ; Fi hn uy warthy of his ſuſpicion , as he of her aff:Qion ; 
ke watchcth her eygry where, and {ct ies over herin every corner; yea, his jcaloulic is become 
ſo violent, as he deems her unchaft with _ » yet knows not with whom : Bur this Tree of Jea» 
loufie neysr brings 1 OT She complaines hereof to her Father, and prayes him to 
appcalc and c & ,: which threatens the Shipwrack , not oncly of her 

conte ut {ic Seat "Vermgndero bears bimfclf diſcreetly herein 3 but he may as 
6 ker Fett At 1 alales fearful frenzie qut of Alſemero's head 
i paceano an him tohbcarken to reaſon, as it produceth 
4 Contrary eftcAs ; roo now: ck Ripa his ſhame, and ſecure hisfcar, ſuddenly provides & 
$ Coach, and ſoc; hiz wikk from Alicant to Velemia, This ſudden departure grieves Ver- 
Z maxderys and Ferric Tran tothe heart, who now looks no Jonger on her huzband with af- 
y fe&ion, but with andeny daics arc not paſt, but her Farher reſolycs to ſend to V a- 
eptige.to ; de tit matters and” wixe his daughter and her husband : he makes choice of De 

"Hein eooina d icnds Pos tathem both. 

ores Is S Fool of this rape fo ſce his old Miſtris, Beatrice- Joana,whom he loves 
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Bn bio WE-, Fat to / alentiay'and finding Alſemers abroad,and ſhe at home,delivers her 
be oy £00 1p {th her ,; with many amorous cmbracings and dalliances 
(7 G5 modeſty FR) #:nug pe rein he acquaints him with hcr husbands ingraticude : be 
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rather rejayces than grieves hepeat, and now revives his old ſine; and redenReey bis new k7Nſes : ſhe 
» therwich her huſbands jcalouſic,noto 


ly 


conlidering what he hach, done for her ſervice,and joyni 
ingagzth h:r ſelf co him-forthe time preſent, but for the future, and bids hin vific her often. 
they both (hull pay dear for their familiarity and pleaſure, BT ut bop 

Alſem:ro comes home, receives his Fathers Leztcr, ſets a pleaſing face on his diſcontented heart; 
and bids him welcome: And fo the next day writes back ro his Father Vermandero, and diſpatcherh 
De Flores ; who for that time takes his leave of .both, and returna for Alicant. _ thy 

He is no ſooner departed, but Alſemero is by ane; of his Spic »  * 4:12. JOIN of his Wif-s, 
whom he had corrupted. with money, advertiſed, 4 tacre pak many amarous kiſſ=s, and dalliances 
d-tween her Miſtrefſc and De Flares : yea, ſhe rgvcals all. that ever iS ſaw gr. heard ; for, (be palt not 
to be falſe ro her Lady, ſo ſhe were true to her Lord and, Maller.; . And .indecd this Waiting; gencle- 
woman was that Diaphanta, of whom we have formerly made mention, for condufting of o!ſemers 
to her Ldics chamber at Briamatas Alſemera is all fire at this news, he conſults. pot with judgmenr, 
bur with paſſion ; and (o rather like a devil than a man, fliest6,his Wifes chamber, wherin furioutly 
mg, * with his ſword-drawn in his hand ,. to her greas terrour and. amazement, delivers: ker 
theſe words. HE RE, - 

Minion(quoth heJupon thy life tel me what familiarity there-bath now paſt betwixt De.Flores and 
thy felt 2 whereat ſh: fetching many fighs, and ſhedding many, tcars, anſwers him, that by her par 
of heaven, her thoughts, (| Ts. <4 , and ations have no way exqceded the, brundy of honour and cha» 
tity cowards him; and that De Flares never attempucd any curtelzc, but ſuch as a brother may {hew to 
his own natural fitter. Then, quorh he, whence-praceeds, chus-yaur familiarity £ Whereat the grows 
pale; and withall filent. Which her husband eſpying, Diſpatch, quoth hc, aud tell mic the truth, or 
cle chis{word of mine ſhall inftantly find a paſlage to thy heart: .\hen lo, the providence of God 
fo ordained it, that ſh: is reduced to this exigent and extremity, , as ſhe muſt be a witnefe againſt 
h:r (elf, and in ſecking to conceal her Whordam,. mult difcovgr her whe the which ſhe dath' 


- 


in theſe words ; Know, A!ſerters, that fich thou wilt infarce me to (hew the trne cauſe of my 
chaft familiarity with De Flores, that I am muck bound to him and tt F: mare 3 for he. it was y 
that at my requeſt, diſpatch:d Pracquo, without which (as gue! aA) -) I could never have 
injoycd thee De my husband, nor thou me for thy wife; And. ſo ſhe reycats, him che whole circums 
ſtance of that cruel Murther, as we haveformerly underſtoad 3. the which {hs conjures, and prayes 
him to conceal, ſith no lefſe than De Flores and her own lite dependac thereon, and thac ſhe will dye 
a thouſand deaths before conſent to defile his bed, or to violate her oath and promiſe given him in 
Mariage. 

tas both wond:ring and gricving at.chis lamentable news, ſaycs little, but thinks che more 5 
and though he had reaſon and apparence to believe, that {h2 who commits Murther,will nor flick to 
commit Adultery, yet upon his Wiſes ſolemn oaths and protcſtations, he forgets whac is paſt; only 
he ſtriftly chargeth her, no more to ſee, oradmir De Flares into her company 3 or it the contrary,he 
vows he will ſo ſharply be revenged of her, as he will make her an cxampl- co all poſterity. 

Bat Beatrice-Fogna, notwithſtanding her hysbands {pecchcs, continugrh ber intelligence with 
De Flores ; yea, her husband no ſooner ridzs abroad, bur he is at V alextia with h:r ; and they are 
become ſo impudent, as whatthey did before ſecretly, they now in a manner doe publickly, or ac 
Icaft, wich Chamber-doors open. Diaphanta knowing this tobe a great ſcandal , as well ro her 
Maſters honour, ashouſe, again informs him thereof z who vows 'to take ar ſharp revenge of this 
their infamy and indignity ; as indeed he doth z for he 4: himſclt C chereby to eff:& it.) of an 
invention,as worthy of his jcalouſiczas of their ficſt crime otMurcher,and oftheir ſecond of Adultery; 
He injoyneth Diaphanta to lay wait for the very hour that De Flores arciycstrom Alicant to V a» 
{entia, which ſh: doth 3 when inftantly pretending to his Wife a journey in the Country , hee yery 
ſecretly, and ſilently, having his Rapicr and Ponyard, and a Cafe' of Piſtols ready charged in his 
pocket (ſeeming to take Horſe) huſhcth himſelf up privatly in his ſtudy, which was next adjoyn- 
ing, and within his bed-chamber. | | 


Beatrice-Foana, thinking her Husband two or three Leagues off, ſzads away for De Flores, who' 


cores inſtantly to her: they fall ro theirkifſings and cmbracings3 ſhe rejoycing excreamly for hjs - 


arrival, and he for her husband Atſemero*s departure : ſhe relates bim the eruchty and indignity her 
huſoand hath ſh:wed and off:red her, the which. De Flores underſtands with much contempt and 
choller, as alſo with many threats. A!ſemero hears all , but doth neicher fpcak, cough, neczz, nor 
ſpit. So from words they fall to their beaſtly pleaſurcs,when 4lſemero no longer avle to contain bim- 
felf, much lefl: to be acccefſary to his ſhame, and their villany , throvvy 0 a > 11 quis 

ruſh:th forth 3 when finding them on his B:d , in the midſt of their Adultery , he farft charge 
his Piſtols on them , and then with his Sword and Ponyard rannes them thorow, and Rabs the 

wich ſo many deep and wide wounds, that they have not ſa much power or time to ſpeak 
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a word, bur there lye weltring and allowing in their blood, whiles their ſouls fly ro another world; 
to relate what horrible and beaftly crimes their bodieshave commirted.in this. Thus by the provi- 
c of "God , in the ſecond Tragedy of ggr Hiſtory, we ſee our rwo Martherers murthered , and 
| Piracquo's innocent blood revenged in the Philrineſi of rheirs, | | 
Alſemere, having finiſhed this bloody butineſs, leaves” his Piftols on the Table, as alſo his Sword 
and Ponyard all bloody as they were ; and withoht covering or removing the breathleſs bodics of 
theſe rwo wretched mifcreants, he ſhuts his Chamber door, and is fo farce from flying for the fat , 
as he takes his Coach, and gocs dire&ly tothe Criminal Judge himſelf, and reveals what he had 
done 3 but conceals the'Murther of Piracqus, The Judge is aſtoniſhed and amazcd ar the report of 
this mournful and pittiful accident 3 te takes Alſemeto with him, returns to his houſe, and finds thoſe 
two dead bodies freſh i ES in their blood, The news hereof is ſpread in all the 
City. The whole people of Valentia flock thither to be cyc- witneſſes of theſe rwo murthered per- 
ſonsz where ſome behold them with pitty , others with joy , batall with aſtoniſhnient and admira- 
tionzand no leffe do thoſe of Alicantywhere this news is ſpeedily poſted; but all their griets is nothing 
to thoſe of Don Diego de Vermandero's(Beatrice-Foana's father)who infinitely and cxtreamly pricves, 
partly for the death,bur eſpecially for the crime of his daughter. 
' The Judge preſently commits Alſemero priſoner in another of his own Chambers, and fo exa- 
mining Di«phanta, upon her oath,concerning the familiarity betwixt de Flores and Beatrice- Foana; 
ſhe affirms conftantly , that now, and many times before , ſhe ſaw them commit Adulteryy and that 
ſhe it was that firſt advertiſed A!ſemero het Maſter hereof. Whercupon ,* after a ſecond examination 
of Alſemero, they, upon mature deliberation, aquit him of this fat ;*fohe is freed, and the dead be- 
dics carried away and buried, 


Bat although this carthly Judge have acquitted A!ſemero of this fat, yet the Judge of Jadgaythe 
grcat God of heaven, who fecth not onely our heart', but our thoughts, not onely our aftions, but 
our intents, hath this, and ſomcthing'elſc to lay to his charge ; for he (in his ſacred providence, and 
divine Juſtice) doth both remember and obſerve, firff how ready and willing A!ſemero was to cn- 
chimſclf to Beatrice-Foznato kill Piracquo z then,though he conſented not to the Murther, yet 
he concealed it, and'brought it not to publick arraignment and puniſhment , wherby the dead 
body of Piracquo might receive a morc honourable, and'Chriftian- like Scpulchre: and if theſe crimes 
of his be not capable to deſerve revenge and chaſtiſement, Eo, he is entering into a new, wilfull, and 


premeditated Murther, and doth fo diſhonoarably and treachcrouſly perform it, aswe ſhall ſhorcly._ 
ſcc him loſe his life upon an infamous Scaffold, where he ſhall find no heart to pitty him, nor eye to 


bewail him. 4: | 

If we would be ſo ignorant, we cannot be ſo malicious,to forget that loving and courteous Letter, 
which Den Thomaſo Piracquo wrote his Brother Alonſo Piracquo from Alicant to Briamata, to with- 
draw himſelf from his ſate to Beatrice-Toanz ; and although his affcQion and jealouſic to prevent 
his Brothers diſgrace, was thenthe chief occaſion of that his Letter, yet fith he was fince diſaftrouſly 
and misfortunately bereaved of him , of thar dear and fweet Brother of his, whom he cver held and 
eftcemcd far dearer than his life, his thoughes, like ſo many lines, concur in this Centre, from whence 
he cannot be otherwiſe conceited or drawn, but that Beatrice-Foana and Alſemers had a hand , and 
were at leaſt acceffarics, if not authors of his loſs : upon the foundation of which belicf he raiſeth 
chis reſolution, that he is notworthy to be'a Gentleman , nor of the degree and title of a Brother, 
if he crave not ſatisfaftion for that irreparable Ioſs which he ſuſtaineth in that of his Brother ; and 
the ſooner is he drawn thereunto, becauſe he believes , that as A!ſemero was ordained of old to cha- 
ftize Beatrice- Foana, ſo he was by the ſame Power reſerved to be revenged of Alſemero. Wherupon, 


although it be not the cuſtom of Spaiz to fight Ducls ( as defiring rather the death of their enemics 


than of their friends) he reſolves to fight with him ; and: to that cnd, underſtanding A!ſemeroto be 
then in Alicant,ſcnds him this Challenge. 


THOMASO PIRACQUO to ALSEMERO. 


T is with too much aſſurance, that I fear Beatrice- Joana's vanity , and your raſhneſs, hath bereaved 
FE. of a Brother, whom I ever efteemed and prized far dearer than my ſelf : I were unworthy to converſe 
with the world , much leſs to bear the honour and degree of a Geutleman, if I ſhonld not ſeek ſatisfaQion 
for his death, with the hazard of mine own life : y if a friend be bound to perform the like courteſie and 
| dnty to his frieud, how much more a Brother to bis Brother ? Tour Sword bath chaſtiſed B:atrice J-'Y 

 errour, and I muſt ſee whether mine be reſerved to corre@ yours. As you are your ſelf , meet me at the foot 
'of Glifſcran bil! to morrow, at five in the morning, without Seconds, and it ſhall be at your choice, either 
to uſe your Sword on Horſe-back,, or your Repier on foot. 
| THOMASOQ PIRACQUO. 
Alſemers 
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Alſemero accepts this Challenge, and promiſcth that he and his Rapier will not fail to meet him : 
yetas he one way wondereth at Piracquo's valour arid renin, ſo another way he confidereth the 
great loſs he hath reccived in that of his Brother, and the juftneſs of his quarrel againſt him ; who 
although he werenot accefſary to his Marther, yet he is,in concealing the cruelty thereof; and in- 
deed this villany makes him loſe his accuſtomed courage , and think of a moſt baſe cowardize, and 
treacherous ftratagem : But this diſh>nourable reſolution and defign of his ſhall reccive an infamous 
recompence, and a reward and puniſhment as bitter as juſt. 

They mect at the hour and place appointed 3 Pzracquo is firſt in the field , and Alſemers ſtayes not 
long after 3 but he hath two ſmall Piſtols chargedin his pockets, which in killing his Enemy ſhall 
ruin himſclf. They draw, and as they approach, Alſemero throws away his Rapier , and with his 
hat in his hand, prayes Piracquo to hear him in his juſt deferice, and- that he is ready to joyn with 
him to revenge his Brothers Murtherers, Piracquo being as courteons as coriragions, and as honou- 
rable as valiant, likewiſe throws away his Rapicr, and with his Hat in his hand comes to meet him; 
but it is a folly tounarm our ſelves in our Enemies preſence 3 for itis better and fitter that he ſtand 
to our curteſie, than we to his : When Piracquo fearing nothing leſs than Treafon, Alſemers draws 
out his Piſtols, and diſchargeth them ; the firſt thorow his head , the ſecond thorow his brezſt ; of 
which two wounds, he ſpeaking onely thus, O V:!lain : O Traitor ! falls down dead at his fect. Lo 
here the third bloody part of this Hiſtory, | 

It is a lamentable part for any one to commit Murther ; but for a Gentleman todeſtroy another 
in this baſe and cruel manner, this exceeds all baſeneſs and cruelty it ſelf : yea , it makes him as'un. 
worthy of his honour, as worthy of a halter. | oh 

The news of this bloody fat rattles in the ſtreets of Alicant, as Thunder in the firmamient s Pz- 
racquo's Chirurgion being an eye-witneſs hereof, reports the death of his Maſter, and the treachery 
of Alſemero; All Alicant is amazed hereat, they extol Thomaſo Piracquos valour, and his {ingular 
aff:&ion to his dead Brother , and both deteſt and curſe the treachery and m:mory of Alſemero. 
The criminal J 1dges are advertiſed hereof, who ſpeedily ſend poſt after him : but he is mounted 
ona ſwift Gennet, and like Belierophox on his winged Pegaſus, doth rather flic than gallop : bur his 
haſte is in vain 3 for the juſtice of the Lord will both ſtop his Horſe , and arreſt him. Heis not re- 
covered half way from Alicant towards V alentia , but his Horſe ſtumbles, and breaks his fore-leg , 
and A!ſemero his right arm; he is amazed,perplexed, and inraged hereat,and knows not what to dog 
or whither to fly for ſafety;for he ſees no buſh nor hedg to hide him,nor lane to ſave hin; and now he 
repents himſelf of his ta&t, but it is too late. His Horſe failing him, he traſteth to his legs, and 
ſo throwing off his cloak, runs as ſpeedily as he may - but the foulnels of his fat doth til fo affright 
him, and terrifiz his conſcience, as he is afraid_of bis own ſhadow ; looks ſtill back , imagining 
that every ſtone he ſees is a Sergeant cometo arreſt him; yea; his. thoughts , like fo many Blood- 
hounds, purſue and follow him, (weating exceedingly, - partly thrgvgh bis labour , bur eſpecially 
through the affliftion and perturbation of hiz rind, yea, eycty'paink #f aminute, he cxpcCteth and 
tears his apprehenſion. | ET IzerY / BL vo 48 

Neither is his fear or expeCtation vain : foro, he at laſt pxregiyesfour comegalloping afcer him, 
as faſt as their Horſes can drive. So they Rliogert his poor, hoeR;and nog {pying bis miſcrable 
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prehend him z yet remembring bimſclfa Gentle 17H 
ſell his life dearly in that place, than to'be made a SpeEtaclt 
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fimous Scaffold : bur this 
He to this effe& diaws his Rapicr, the which 'the' four Sergeants/ will him to yeeld, and render 
up to the Kings Law, and Juſtice ; but he is refolate to defend hiffffelf. They threaten him with 
their Piftols; but their fight doe as little arnaze him, as thetr pepert, and bullets * ſo they alight 
trom their Horſes, and environ him wich their. Swords”, and having hurt two of them , 
and performed the part of a deſperate Gladiator , the third joyning with him, they 
breake his Rapicr within a foot of the Hilt , whereat he yeelds himſclt. Alſemero thus ta« 
ken, is the ſame night brought back to Alicant, in whoſe Gates and Strects a wonderfull concourſe 
of people aſſembled to ſee him paſs, who asmuch; picty. his perſon, as cxecrate and condemn his fa&X. 
The Senate is aſſembled, and A!ſemero brought to appear, who conſidering the hainouſneſs of 
his treacherous and bloody fa& , which the Devil had cauſed him to commit , he ſtayes for no wit 
nefſes, but accuſeth himſelf of this Murther, the which from point to point hee confeſſeth ; 
and ſo they adjudge him to loſe his head : bur this is too honourable a death for a Gentleman who 
hath ſo trcacherouſly and baſely diſhonoured and blemiſhed his Gentility. As heis onthe Scaf- 
fold, preparing himſelf to dyc, and ſecing no farther hope of life , but the image of death be- 
fore his cycs, knowing it notime now either to difſemble with God , or to fearthe Law, he 
| wo 
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to the amaacment of all the world , tells thepeople, rhat rhough he killed Don Thomalo Piracquo , 
yet he bad no hand in the Murther of big Brother Dox Alonſo, whom (he ſaid ) De Flores, at the 
inſtigation of his wicked and wretched Wife Beatrice-Foana , had Murthered, and buricd inthe 
Eaſt Caſemate of the Caftle : and withall affirmed, thar if he were guilty in avy thing concerning 
that Murther, it was only in concealing it , which he had done till then, and whercot (he ſaid) he 
now moſt heartily repented himſclt, as being unwilling any longer to charge his ſoul with ir, fith 
he was ready to leave this world, and to goc to another; and fo beſought them all to pray unto 
God to forgive him, whoſe ſacred Majeſty he confefſcd he had highly and infinitely offended ; and 
withed them all to'beware , and flic the temprations of the Devil, and to become better Chriſtians 
by his cxample. . | 
The Judges advertiſcd hereof, cauſc his head to be ſtricken off for Murthering, of Don Thomaſo 
Piracquo , andhis body-to be thrown into the ſea, for concealing that of Dex Alonſo ; which was 
.accordingly executed; and from the place of Execution they immediatly goe to the Caſtle, and ſo 
to the C e, Where cauling the ſtones to be removed , they find the mournful murthered 
body of Don Alonſo Piracquo , which they give to his Kinsfolks, to receive amore honourable Burial, 
according-to his rank an ree 3 and from thence they return tothe Churches, where the bodies 
of De Flores, and Beatrice- Joaxa were interred (after they were brought back from V 2lentia ) the 
which for their horrible Murther, they at the common place of Execution cauſe to be burned, and 
their Aſhes to bethrown into the Air, as unworthy to have any refting place on Earth, which they : 
\--- had focrudlly flaincdand polluted with innocent blood. 
» - Lo here the juſt puniſhment of God againſt theſe devilliſh and bloody Murtherers ! at the fight of 
whoſe Exccutions, all that infinite number of people that were Spefators, univerſally laud and 
praiſe the Majeſty of God for purging the caxth of ſuch unnatural and bloody Monſters. 
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—HIn'the' Piriflr of | gre » ſomefifteen miles diftant from the beautifu! and noble City of Breſciz 
-Cin'the Territories of the Venetians) there dwelt a.poor country man ; termed Alibins, who could 
vaunt of no other wealth left him by his deceaſed Parents, but that he wasa man of a comely 
ſtature and proportion, and withall , that they were 'of an honeft fame and reputatien : fo if his 
virtues had anſwered theirs, his poverty had never proved fo pernicious, and fatal amenemy to him 
as toruin his fortunes with higlife, and his life with his fortunes ;* or 4 had the vices of his ſoul ny; 
contamined* or ſtained the perfeftions of his body, my Pcn had ſlept in ſilence, and his Hifto 
lain raked up inthe duſt of his grave: but-ftthihis ations have excceded the bounds both oft Na. 
ture and'Grace z yea, ſith he hath Icarned of the D:vil to imbath his hands in poyſon, and to im. | ”* 
brue them in. innocent blood, I ( incouraged'by the; connivencie and filence of others 5 not out of th 
any want of charity to the memory of dead'Alibirs, but in dereftation of his bloody refolution and | *9 
ations, ahdchiefly, and eſp2ciallyſo the comfort and inftruftion of the living, who may abhor his | hi 
1 thefight of his puniſhment , I have advettured and refolved to give this a place among the th 
"Trapical Hiftorics, that 7raly, as well at Breſcia and Sprear (and peradventure the whole | © 
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bis, as ſoon as he had atraincd the age of- five and rwenty years, marricd an honeft-mai. | ©© 
ed Mara/lz, being a Farmers Copgtneg ol the Pariſhgt: Sprear , with whomhe had bur | ©© 
ans,%gnd ſhe (ro ſpeak trurh )bur litrle wit , and: lefs beauty 3. yer ſhe was neither (© poor, i 
hat (he-deferverl a good husband, nor ſo hard-favoured, but ſhe might content an honcit one, 
And indeed 5 had Alibins his care and induftry-anſwered Merilla's providence and frugali- | ©, 
ty, or his luftfult cyc not ſtrayed cither beyond his vow given her in Mariage , or-her indiff:. al 
rent beauty, this match mighc have proved as fortunate, as it bath fince ſucceeded miſerable and | 1* 
ruinous. | 
For Alibius, whoſe thought flzw a pitch above his birth, rank, and means, had not lived man - 
years in Wedlock , till his prodigality and vanity had wafted and diffipated the greateft part of thar o 
ſmall Eftatc he had, ſo as necctflty now looking on him, becauſe formerly he diſdainedto look on 
it , knowing better how to play than work, or rather not how to work bur play 3 and ſecing that | ,. 
his preſent means could not maintain him, nor his future hopes promile it he as a truant, and a hi 
 pecte& prodigal;difdaining to-want when he hath it, and when he hath it nor, ſers upthis Iewd | 
_—_— =_ reſolution __ — ; Sg re all 5 fix and _ pk = prodigal humour of his . 
oth as much, gtievethis Waite ,..2$ Aclight hja 5.$qr,,now ſhe.ſces, that ber ſpinninÞ.achorne could 
ncicher ſerve = HIS Ah5 ane abroad, - an that all hee careand or 2 by facre too ſt 
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lictle to maintain his vanity ; which!ſhz.Cpoor oY; 
ry to her hopes, now fecling, rage ] et s, and ſecret and ſweet perſwaſions, endeavourerh 
to reclaim him from it : but this courſe of hers, w oa contrary effect; forit before he playcd the 
prodiga) in her abſence, now he playes the Tyrant i rpreſence 3. for he not oncly rejoycerh, and 
Rops his cars againſt her counſel, but rates and reviles her with vile and conremptuous ſpecches, ſuch 
as' indeed arc infinitely unfit cither fora Husband to igive, or a Wite to receive, And Log | have 
been informed, was the firſt diftaſt betwix: Alibius-and Merilla, hy Os»: 
But we necd not goe far for a Second, There is no peftilent Infe&tion, nor infe&ious Peſtilence 
ww; that of hauciting and frequenting bad company; for itisa Rock wherein many have" ſuffred 
hipwrack 5/ it ita Fountain that ſends forth many poyſoned' fircams'to thoſe that taſte or drink 
6; yea, it is a-Treewhoſe fruits by ſo mach birterer to the ſtomack, as it ſeems pleaſing to the 
palate, like Pils.of poyſon candy*d in Sugar: and: as that which” mot -dclights, moſt 'confounds 
the ſenſe 5.16 uſe bred ecding an babirt, and habit ziSceond nature; vicibus company, whom we' take 
to be our deareſt friends , do in firie prove our moſtdarigerousenemies;/ and'fo much the morsdan- 
fith' when we would forfake them; owe cannoc; which our Alibius will at Jaft find troen 
elf 3 yea, we ſhall ſce him inforced to acknowleldge it, as having/bought and purchaſed ic with 
a woful andlamensable experience 3' for now he to love Sivearingy Whordowm; and Drunkens«: 
neſs, that before he hated 3 and to hate the Goſ 'Ghrift, and (0-7 wager thereof that be» 
fore he loved.; [Armoſt wretched: cxchange,' where-wetake from ou? ſouls to give our ſenſes; and 
- *"@woful bargain, where we ſell God to buy the Devil. | (15 (11: ap \ 0190-2! 
> - {Poor Merilla grieving to ſee thar ſhe could not: unſee, theſe-tingodly courſes, as- alſo that ic: 
-. © nar. oncly cenſamed the- ſmall remainder” of /his meancs, bur likewiſe Toft his friends, and darkned: 
= - and cclipſcd: bis reputation, ' thinks ienot onely apartof her duty, but of her affe&tion' to himp 
%”- torcqueli: ſorhe virtuous: friend, origadly rof' theirs' to deal with him herein , chere- 
.:. to vour to pcrſwade him from theſe his irxcgulariand prophanc coutſes ; Biir;' as! 
who arcfick, arc ſo deprived of their taſte, as they cannor diſcern berween ſweet and 
; bictery 


— 
GS as 


many & px © %7 


— 
A 


m__ © 


nm ot Mw or 


A wa nm = 


” 


a3 


= - 


/ 


, - 


_— —_—_— 


1 —_— 


— 


bitter 3 So Alibius, tick of the Lethargie of theſe his enormous and diffolute vices, was ſo far fro 
relliſhing this wholeſome counſell, - ashe nor only rejefted it, bur ſcoffed and reviled the party whe 
gave it him t and it being not ſecretly (or peradventure not ſo wilcly) mannaged, but he com- 
ming tounderſtand it proceeded from his Wite AMerille, be rook it fo pafliunately and outragioufly, 
to ſce his follics revealed by her, who was bound to conceal them, as'moſt uncivilly and unhumanly 
checking her, he in the heat ofhis diſpleaſure and revenge, ſome\moneths torſakes' her company, 
and many her bed ; whereaty: ſuch was her tender affeAion to him, and his diſreſpect toher, as 1 
know not whether ſhe more grieved, or he rejoyced. 

The motives of his third difftafte to his Wife, were grounded upon her barrennefle and ſterility z 
as if it were in her power to give him a Child, when Gods pleaſure and providence was to give 
none to her, without conhderang that the barrennefſe and fruickilnefle of a woman:comes all from 
the Lord, or without rememhing thac ſome Children arc born for a curſe, as others for a bleſſing 
totheir parents : or as if his y vanity could teach Gods feerer Divinity; what were fitteſt for 
him, and yet theſe reaſons cannot prevail againſt his unreaſonable ſelf, and therefore this, amongſt 


 thercſt of his diſtaſtes, he, or rather the devill for him, throws in againſt his Witt : That #f he bad a 


Child,he ſhould be a good hnsband, and not before: as if he defired and ſought ſome pretext and colour, 
though never ſo unjuſtly and ungodly, to cover his vices and prodigality;or in the eyes of the world 
to bolſter out and apologize his jarring and ſquaring with his Wife: yea, his impudency was grown 
to the height of this impicty, that he often afhirmed, his Wife was the cauſe of his poverty ; for if. 
{he would give him no Child, God would give him no proſperity. 

Now, as all women by nature generally defire Children ; ſo it is a great afliftion (I will not ſay 
a curſe) ro them, if they have none. But theſe unjuſt ſpeeches of Alibius, do juſtly and infinitely 
afflit his Wife Meri!la, who (that no farther diſcord might trouble the harmony of their Wed- 
lock) ſends her rears to earth, and her prayers to Heaven, that her bleſſed Saviour would be pleaſed 
to blefſſe her with a Child ; when God, ſccing his prophane hypocrifie, which he will revenge, and 
and underſtanding her religious zeal, which he will reward, our of the ineſtimable treaſure of His 
Mercy and Providence, grant her her requeſt, and him-his defire 3 ſo as in ſhort time ſhe ſees her 
ſclt the Mother, and him the Father of a young Daughter, termed Emeliz. 

The fourth reaſon of his diſtaſte of his Wife, was, that ſceing time run on in his ſwift cariere,and 
his prodigality ſtil remaining, as alſo that his mask of his Wites ſterility was taken away 3 he that 
was heretofore ſo defirous of a Child, now thinks this one to be one too many, becauſe (faith he) 
he can no way indare the crying and trouble thereof. But is there any thing ſo unnaturall or ri- 
diculous as this ? Now, it he murmure at this his Child, during her infancy, he will much more 
ftorm at her, when ſhe comes to riperyears : and obſerving that her Mother doth ſubtratt from his 
prodigality, to adde to her maintenance, thisdoth again cxtremely vex and afflit him 3 fo that 
his Child, whom he pretended ſhould be the cauſe of his joy and proſperity, is now that of his 
grief ; and as he thinks, of his farther poverty and miſery : the which, poor Merilla his Wite, to her 
unſpeakable and ineffable grief, palpably p:rceiveth, as well in his uncharitable and malicious ſpee- 
ches, banded to her for her Daughter Emelia's fake, as to Emelia for her ſake : But what know we, 
wherher God hath purpoſely ſent his Daughter, to revenge the injurics and wronge that her Father 
intended to her Mother? 

His fifth, and (as yet) his laſt diſtaſte againſt his Wife, proceeds from his obſerving that herbeau- 
ty is withered and decayed not that heretofore he knew her fair ; but that ſhe is not ſo fairnow,as 
when he firſt married her; as if time and age had not power to wither the bloſſoms of our youth,as 
the Sun hath to daver the freſheſt Roſes and Lillies. © But as all his former diſtaſtes towards his Wife, - 
bewray his inclination to prodigality and prophaneneff: : ſo this laſt of his doth manifeſtly difco- 
ver his addiQion to luſt, and his affe&ion to Whoredome : for it is impoſlible for our Wives to 
ſcem foul in our eyes, except there be ſome others ſeems fairer 3 as blacknefſc ſeems blacker when it 
is compared and parallcld with whitenefſe ; and this indeed is the Vulture and Viper that fticks fo 
cloſe to his breaſt, and ſo necr to his heart, yea, this is his darling and boſome fin that will ftrangle 
him, when it makes greateſt ſh:w to kifſe and imbrace him. | 

Alibius, powerfully ſollicited by theſe five ſeverall diftaftes conceived againſt his Wife Merila; 
who poor woman rides at an Anchorin the tranquillity of her innocency, whilcs he (in the heat and 
height of his youth ) floated in the Ocean of his voluptiouſneſſ and ſenfſualitic, bur- eſpecially pro- 
voked by his own poverty and penury 3 who now began to appear tohimin a lcan' and miſerable 
ſhape: helceves his Wife and Family, and betakes himſelf to the ſeryice of Gentlemen, thinking 
thereby to ſtop the current of his prodigality, and to find out the invention and meanss futurely to 
get that which formerly he had expended': which reſolation of his had been indeed commendable; 
if the integrity of his heart had been anſwerable to the ſweetnefie of his tongae: but we ſhall ſeethe _ __ 
contrary,and find by his cxamplc, that Snakes alwayes lurk a the faireſt and greeneſt leaves. 
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a&_During which time, he ſerves ſome Gentleman of Worth and- Quality , bur one of eſpeciall 
Mount and reputation , not-diftant above three ſmall milcs from the-City of Breſcia, who be- 
ins an cxcellent Houſe-keeper , and a good Member of the Common-Weal; there Alibins 
( had he had as mnch Grace as Vanity, or as much Religion as Impicty ) might have for- 
gotten his old Vices, and bave learned new Vertues : but it he delighted to become «ex:el- 
lent in any thing, it was firſt to:/be-a perfe& Carver and Wayter, then to be decent. in his ApparelI ; 
and laſt of all; to be fmoorh in wn mem and affable and plcafing in his Complements, withour 
any regard at all, cither to reform the vanity of his thoughts, or to controul his difſolute and dan- 
gerous actions.; {5071 

Having thus paſt -away many years abroad in ſervice , and very ſeldome or never either ſeen 
Sprear,, or viſited his Merilla and Emelia, he at laſt ſecing of the one fide, that age began to ſnow 
on his head ; and that the greateſt wealth of a Serving-man, was, to have onely a new Live- 
ry, and a fullbelly; to have many verball, but no reall Friends, refolved to leave his ſervice, 
as alſo his Wife and Daughter in Sprear, and ſo to travel] to Yeztice, hoping there in ſome honeſt 
place, and imployment, to ſerve the Scigniorie, or at leaft ſome one of the Magnificees or Cla= 
riſſimoes ; but then conſidering the charge of the Journey, the weakneflc of his parſe, and the un- 
certainty of his advancement and preferment, he refolvesfor a time to ſojourn in Breſcia 3 and 
to watch If any 'occaſion or accident preſented, whereby hee might repair and raiſe his for- 
tunes. 

He had not long livedin this City. (which for antiquity, beauty, fituation, wealth and fidelir 
(after Venice it ſelf) gives not the hand to any of her Sifter Cities of that State 3 ) but his eyes (as 
the luſtfull ſentinells of his heart) cſpy ſo many beaurics, as he began co loath his own Wife Mer:l- 
Iz, and to wiſhher in another world, that he might have another Wife in this. Lo, here the De- 
vill begins wich him anew to perſwade hinrto hate his Wite. 

Abiding thus in Breſcia, it fell out that he, who bore the ſilver rod in token of Honour, and 
Juſtice (or rather of Honour to Juſtice ) before the Podeſtate or chict Magiftrate of this Ciry,dycd ; 
and to this Office 4libius (becauſe he knew himſclf a grave and perfonall man )aſpired, and what 
through the reſpe of his gravity, through his ſmooth tongue, and fair ſpeeches , but eſpecially by 
making many friends to the Podeftate and Senators he at laſt obtained ir : a place indeed, more 
honourable than profitable, and yer worth at leaft one hundred Zechines, per annum, beſides his 
diet. This preferment makes Alibius look a loft, and ſo he'ſcorns his poor Wite Mer1la,as if there 
were no parity and ſympathy berwixt her rags and his robes : yea, he would not fee Sprear, nor 
ſuffer her to ſce Breſciay and the Devill was fo buſte with him, or he with the Devill, that in ho 
of a richer and fairer Wife, he refolves to poyſon her,accordingas he heretofore had many times 
thought and premeditated 3 and that which egged and threw him on, with more violxnce and 
precipitation, was a owe conceit of himſelf, and of his much dignity and preferment, But as po= 
vertic many times betalls us for our good, ſo ſometimes, wealth and proſperity brings us misfortune 
and miſery. 

Not _ after , another accident falls out, which doth likewiſe rejoyce him, An honeſt Ciri- 

"* z*n of Breſcia, of his own name, though no way his Kinſman, dyes (and as fince it hath been 
ſhrewdly imagined, not without vchement ſuſpicion of poyſon) leaving a rich Widdow, named 
Philatea : and for the familiarity and good conceit he had of our Alibius, as alſo induced thereunto 
through his hypocritical ſhew of honcfty and picty,makes him ſole Over-ſecr of his Will ; fo neatly 
and ſmoothly did our Alb;ius work and infinuatc himſelf in his favour : But the mask of this his 
hypocrific ſhall be ſoon puld off. 

Alibius (ccing Philatea young, rich and fair, he looks on her more often than on her Husbands 
Teſtament ; and ſo wiſhing his Wife Mer:/la in his adopted Kinſmans Grave, and himfelf in Phi- 
latea's Bed, he bends his p.irpoſes and intents that way, as ſo many lines that run to their Cenrer : 

yea, ſoſtrongly haththe D:vill poſſeſſed him with theſe helliſh deſigns and bloody reſolutions, as 
his Iove to Philatea, defacing his reſpe& to Merz!la, he ſees her a block in his way,and a ſtop to his 
pon; and fo concludes that ſhe muſt be removed and diſpatched : to which cff:& , tro draw 
is finfull contemplation into bloudy a&ion, he rides over to Sprear to her, and under colour of 
tender love and affcCtion, he in Milk, Wine, and rofted Apples, gives her poyſon; when ſeeing ir 
would not work his deſired cffe&, he after takes an occafion, purpoſely to quarrell with her, and 
ſo very lamentably (in preſence of their Daughter Emelia) reviles and bears her, and returns to 
Breſcia, (till hoping that the poyſon yet might operate, and diſperſe it elf in her veins, and chat 
hoegy _ ſhould hear news of her death. Lo here Alibizs his firſt attempt in ſceking to murther 
18 VVIICe | | 
In this mean time he layes cloſe fiege to Phrlatea's Chaſtity, who not ſo honeſt as fair, is ſoon 
drawn tofin, and proſtitutes her ſelf to his beaftly pleaſure, and having no regard to her reputati-'] 
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on, conſcience, or ſoul, conſents to this bitter-ſweet fin of Adukery z the which laſcivi | 
liarity is ſo long continued betwixt themyrill at laſt Philates's ſtraight Bodies become t6o ſmall, 8 
her Apron too ſhort for her; when ſeeing it high time to provide for her fame,ſh: acquaints Mibius 
herewith, and asks his advice, whether ſhe ſhall marry with one of her Servants : Al;bius mean; 

to keepthe Farm for himſelf, whereof he had already taken poſſeſſion, bids her not to take care for 
a Husband, but to be of good comtort, and that. farre within ber time, he would provide a 
ow for her to lay down her great belly ; yea, ſo ſecret, as her own heart could cither wiſh or 
dcfire, | Ig 

But if our miſerable Al;b;us were before reſolved to murther his poorharmlefſc Wife Merille, 
this news, and theſe ſpeeches of Philatea, ſet him all on fire ; and ſo ( having conſulted with that 
Devill ) he vows ſheſhall not live: to which end, he provides himſelf of ftronger poiſon, and in 
a dark night ( when as he flatters himſelt with hope, that the Heavens were ſo unjuſt and inhumane 
to conſpire with him in the Murther of his Wife) he takes Horſe in the Eaſt-Suburb of Breſcia, and 
ſo rides towards Sprear, 

But ſee the Juſtice, and withall the Providence and mercy. of our indulgent God ! who 
vouchſated, and yet reſolved to reſtrain and divert him from this his bloody cnterpritſc, by an 
accident as.ſtrange as true : for a mile out of Breſcia, as Alibins rides by the common place of Ex= 
ecution , his Horſe ſtumbles, and falls under him right againſt it, with which fall his ſhou is 
out of joynt. Ot! what a Caveat was this for Alibius, if he had had the leaſt Ci park of grace to have 
made good utc hereof! But the D:vill had bewitched his underftanding and judgement ;z for he 
could ſee by no other eyes, but by thoſe of revenge and blood, 

Arriving at his Houſe at Sprear, he, contrary to his hopes, finds his Daughter Emelia with her 
Mother (who Þy this time was married likewiſe to a poor Conntry-man of Sprear) whoſe fight . 
and preſence was, tor thatrtime, a ſtop to the execution of her Fathers poyloning defign on her Mo- 
ther z for he feared that ſhz had formerly diſcovered and ſuſpeCted this his purpoſe and reſolution) 
as indeed ſhe had : wherefore he forbore to adminifter it; only becauſe he would not loſe all his 
labour , hee again quarrells with his Wife, and after hec had reviled her with many ſcan- 
dalons and contumelious ſpeeches, hee in the preſence of his C monrntull ) Daughter, doth 
exceedingly beat her 3 who ( weeping to ſee her Mother weep ) infiaitely grieved to bee an 
eye-witnc{T: of this inhumane and barbarogs cruelty of her Father : And ſo for that tine 
Alibins again permitted his Wife to live ; But this will prove no pardon, but onely a ſhort repri- 
vall for her. 2 

Returning again to Breſcia, it is not long before Philatea doth avain importune him to provide 
for the concealing and falving of her ſhame, alleging that her time dcew on, and that it was more 
than time to provide her a Hugband, Alibius , at theſ: her ſecond affimmons, begins to look a» 
bout,and-reſolves, at what rate, or in what manner {ocver, now to ſend his Wite into anoth:e 
World; yet ( as Ithink, or ever underſtood ) conceals his purpoſe from Philatez. Miſerable 
Wretch! had he not participated more of the nature of a Tyger, than a man, or of a Devil, than a 
Tyger, he would never have laid violent hands on his own Wife,whora carth and heaven had made 
fleſh of his fleſh, and of two bodies one; yea, or had he had ſomuch grace to have confidered, that 
the Silver Wand he bore before the Podeſtate, was for the ſcounrging and puniſhing of fin , Mes 
thinks it thould have made him more charitable, and not fo bloody to attempt it; But what will 
not __ "oa as and revenge cx:cute, if we ncither fear God with our hearts, nor love him with 
our ſouls ? "Ps 

Prefeverance in Grace and Vertue is execellent, but in fin Iamentable. 41ibius bath had years 
and time enough to wipe away his cruclty towards his Wife : but the longer he lives, the deeper 
root it takes in him, yea, he will neither give the flower of his youth, nor the bran of his age to 
God, but that to pleaſure, this to Revenge and Murther, and both to theDevill: for now he is 
reſolute to finiſh this mournfull and bloody Tragedy, that he hath fo long defired, and fo often at= 
tempted : and now indced the fatall time approacheth, wherein innocent Merilla,by the Murtherous | 
hand of her Husband, muſt be ſent out of this World to ſee a better. : 4 

Alibius having waited on the Podeſtate to Supper, takes Horſe, a little before the Gates' of the " 
City were ſhut; and having his former poyſon in his pocket, away he rides to $ prear : but to a& -? 
his villany with the greater ſecrecy, he masketh and diſguiſeth himſelf; approaching his Heuſe,- 
he in the next Mceddow tyes up his Horſe to a tree, and ſo knocks at door. Poor Merilla his Wife 
was in bed and a ſleep with (a little Girl) herGrand-child, named Pomeres, the Daughter of her 3 
Daughter Emelia, whom, without a Candle, ſhe ſends down to open the door, affuring her ſelf (ag © © 
indecd it proved too true for her) that it was her Husband Alibius. Pomeres © ing thedoor, lets 
one ing but whom, ſhe knows not ; and then for fear retires to the Kirchin,which ſhe ſhat faſt on hier 

So Alibius mounts to his Wifes Chamber, aud after ſome words gives her a petion (ſome ſay of 
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milk) bicterly ſugred with poyſon, and forceth it down her: who poor ſoul is amazed herear, and 
with her weak ſtrength cryes out forhelp, but in vain. He being devilliſhly reſolved, now to make 
ſore work, takes e Billet out of the Chimney, and ſo diſpatcheth and kills her in her bed (with- 
-out giving her any time to commend her ſoul unto God) and fo very haftily ruſheth forth the 
door. 
Pomerea, fcaring that which was happened, lights a Candle, and aſcends up the Chamber, where 
ſhe ſees the lamentable ſpeacle of her murthred Grand- Mother, hot, recking and ſmoaking in her 
bed z whereat ſhe is amazed, and makes moſt wofull crycs and mournfull Jamentations : when 
wringing her hands, and bitterly fighing and weeping, ſh: knows not what todo, or what not to 
do in thiis her bitter and wretched perplexity, in which mean time Alibius going for his Horſe, finds 
. only the Halter, for his Horſe is grazing in the Mcddow ; he diligently ſeeks him, but cannot a 
| long time ſet fight of him ; which indeed doth much aftoniſh and amaze him : but at laft he finds 
him, and ſo gallops away to Breſcia 3 where the better to delude the World, and to caſt a miſt be- 
fore their eyce, hc is again by fix of the Clock in the morning waiting upon the Podefate, and con- 
duQing him to the Dowo, or Cathedra]l Church of that Ciry. But this policy of his ſhall not pre- 
vent his det:&ion and puniſhment. 

In this mean time, Powerea runs tothe neereft neighbours, and divulgeth the Murther of her 
Grand-Mother. Many of the neighbours flock thither, to ce this bloudy and wofull ſpeRacle: the 
Corrigadors of Sprear are acquainted herewith 3 they ſend for Chirurgions,who vifit the dead body, 
and r<port ſhe is both poyſoned and beaten to death 3 they examine poor Pomerea, who relates 
what ſhe ſees and knows; they ſend every where to ſearch for the Murtherer. By this time the 
news hereof comes to Breſcia. Alibins (like a counterfeit miſcreant) is all in tears, yea, he ſheweth 
ſuch living aff:&ion to the memory of his dead Wife, as he ſends every where to find out the Mur- 
thererz Bur God will not have him eſcape, for in duc time we ſhall ſee him brought forth and ap- 
pear tg the World in his colours. 

AlBins, notwithſtanding his tears in his eyes, having till a hell in his conſcience, is afraid, left 
Emelia his Daughter (meaſuring the ſubſ. quent by the antecedent) hold him to be her Mothers 
| Murtherer; and becaule the Corrigadors of Sprear (ſuſpefting her) have taken ſurctics for her a 

arance , he, the better to infinuate wich her, uſeth her with more than wonted courtefic and aff 
blicy, imagining, that if her mouth were ſtopped, he needed not fear any others tongue : But this 
politick {I:ight of his ſhall not prevail. 

Now by little and lictle, Time, (the confumer of all things) begins to were away the crying ru- 
mour of this murther ; and fo Alibius thinking himſelf ſecure, cre three monceths be fully expired, 
forgetting Merilla, takes Philatea to his ſecond Wife 3 which being known in Breſc;a,many curious 
heads of thar City (though not upon any ſubſtantiail ground, bur only out of preſumptive circum- 
ſtances) veh:menily ſaufpe& that Alibius had a deep hand in the murther of his late Wife Meril!a : 
but they dre not ſpeak icalowd, becauſe he was well beloved both of the Podeſtate himſcliC for that 
year bcing) and generally of all the Senators, 

B it as Murther peirceth the Clouds, and crycs for revenge from Heaven, ſo we ſhall ſee this of 
. Alibius, miraculouſly diſcovercd, and ere long ſeverely puniſhed : for when he thought the ſtorm 
paſt, and ſaw the Skyes clear, when, I ſay, he imagined that all rumours and tongues were huſhed 
up in filence, and that he thought on nothing elſe, but to paſſc his time ſweetly and voluptuouſly 
with his new and fair Wite Ph/atea, then, when all othermcansand inftruments wanted, co bring 
this his obſcure and bloody fa to light ; Lo, by the Divine Providence of God, we ſhall ſce Alibius 
himſclf be the cauſe, and inſtrument of his own diſcovery. 

For after he had marricd Philatez (which 1 take to be the firſt light of ſuſpe&ing him of his wife 
Merilla*s Murcher) (if my information be truc, as I confidently belceve ir is) this is the ſecond : 
- Alibius under the pretext of other bufinefic, ſends for one Bernardo, of the Parith of Sprear,to come 
to him to Breſc;a. Now, for our better light and information hercin, as alſo for the more orderly 
contriving of this Hiſtory, we muſt underftand, that this Bernardo was an old affociare and difloluce 
* compaſiion of Al:bjus : whom (as it is well known by thoſe who knew them) he had many times 
Z. uſed and made his ſtickler and agent in many of his former lewd courſes and enterprizcs 5 not that 1 
” any way think he had any hand in thepreſent Murther of Merilla, for then (1 know) ſuch is the 


” Candour and Wiſdome of the Corrigadors of Sprear, and ſuch is the clear judgment and zcal of the 


Scnators of Breſcia to Juſtice, that he had never eſcaped, but had becn apprehended and broughe to 


| - his txyall. 


” .. We muſt farther underſtand, that this Bernardo was likewiſe a companion of Emelia's Hueband 2 
'*: yeay ſcarce any one day paſt, but they were known and ſeen together in Tippling-houſes, and other 
| ſuch lewd and vicious places, whereas drink- was ftill a moſt treacherous and unſecree Sccre- 


tary. 
£ bo 


Hiſt. V. Alibias and Merilla. 52: 
It may be that what Meril/a told her Husband privately, he diſcovered it publickly to Bernards : 
who comming (as we have formerly heard) ta Breſcia, after his conterence with Al:bins, he fell 
to his old vain of tippling and carowſing, and there without the North-gate of Breſcia ( which 
looks towards Bergamo) having more money than wit, and more wine than money, in the middcft 
of his cups, told he was a Contadyne, or Countrey-man of Sprear: that he knew Alibius as great 
23 now he bore himſelf, and that he murthered his poor Wife in the Countrey, to have this fine 
one in the City. Which ſpeeches of his he reiterated and repeated often ; yea, ſo often, as they 
fcll not to the ground, but ſome of his Iewd companions took natice thereof : and one amongſt the 
reft, being inwardly acquainted with Alibius went and ſecretly adviſed him hereof 5 who (under- 
hand ) ſends away for Bernarde, where he was,and wrought fo with him, as fince that time he was 
never ſcen in Breſcia: But this report of his remained behind him. | 

A ſecond light which Alibius gave tothe diſcovery of this his Murther, was, that thinking the 
way clear, and all ſuſpition vaniſhed, he converted his affcCtion into contempt, and his courtcfie 
to diſreſpe& and unkindnefſe towards his Daughter Emelia, by taking away the greateſt part of 
that ſmall means he gave her cowards her maintenance ; which uncharitable and unnaturall part 
of his, threw this poor Woman into ſo bitter a perplexity, as knowing in her conſcience that her 
Father was her Mothers Martherer, ſhe exceedingly apprehended and feared , left he would attempe 
to diſpatch her likewiſe : the which the farre the more doubted, becauſe her Father had bayled 
her, but not as yet freed her from her appearance before the Corrigadors of Sprear. But here, as 
fimple as ſhe was, ſhe enters into many conſiderations with her {clt; thas xo accuſe her Father,would 
be as great a diſobedience in her, as it was a cruelty in himco murther her Mother. She is.a lon 
' timeirreſolute, either to advance or retire in this her parpoſe and enterprize : and here ſhe conſuls 
betwixc Nature and Grace, betwixt the Laws of Earth, and Heaven, what ſhe ſhould do, or how 
fhe ſhould bear her ſelf in a matter of ſo unnaturall a nature; ic grieves her to be the means ot her 
Fathers death, of whom ſhe had received her being; and yer ſhe forroweth not to reveal the mur- 
therer of her Mother, of whom ſhe injoyed her life. But though ſcnſe and nature cannor, yet Rea» 
fon and Rcligion will reconcile, and elcar theſe doubts: yea, evaporate thoſe miſts, and diſperſe 
theſe clouds 4s our eyes, and make us ſeeclear, that Earth may not conceal Murther, fich God 
receives glory both in the detcfion and puniſhment thereof. | 

Some will ay, this Daughter did ill to accuſe her Father. But who will not affirm that he did 
farre worſe, to murther her Mother ; neither was it a delight, but atorment to her, to «ff &it ; for 
ſhe enters into this reſolution with tears, and perſevercth therein with fighs and lamentacions : but 
if the were at firſt reſolute herein, this reſolution of hers is exceedingly confirmed, when (he ſees 
her Father ſo ſuddenly married, and her Mother-in-Law ready to lay down her great belly, cſpe- 
cially when ſhe hears the reports of his ſuſpition bruited in Breſcia. So now ſhe can no longer contain 
her ſelf, bur gocs to the next Corrigador, and reveals him, that her Father 4/;bius was the Murthes 
rer of her Mother Merlla. : 

The Corrigador being a wiſe and grave Gentleman, wondering at this Iamentable news, detains 
Emelia in his Houſe, and writcs away to the Podeſtate of Breſcia hereof; who receives this news on 
a Saturdayat nights. The Sunday morning he acquaints the PrefcC and chiet Senators thereof, who 
repair to his Houſe. The probabilitics and circumſtances are ſtrong againſt Alibius. So they all con» 
clude to impriſon him ; he is at the door, ruffling in fs garded Gown and velvet Cap, with his 
Silver Wand in his hand (as if he were fitter to check others, than to be comroulled himfclf ) wait- 
ing to conduft the Podeſtate to the Domo. Alibius little dreams how near he is to danger, or danger 
to him : he is by an lsbier or Serjcant called in to ſpeak with the Podeftate; and although his con- 
ſcience inwardly torment him, yet he a good {or atleaſt a brazen) countenance on all, and fo 
very chearfully comes before him : at his firſt arrivall, his Velves Cap, and Silver Wand ( thoſe 
dignified marks of Honour and Juſtice) are taken from him, and conſequently his Office : (becauſe 
theſe are rewards onely proper to Vertuc, and not to Vice) he is examined by thoſe worthy Magi» 
ſtrates, who bear gravity in their looks, wiſdome in their ſpeeches, and juſtice in their ations, Ali> 
bius hath many ſmooth words, for the defence of his Crime, which with the aid and varniſh of hig 
gracefull geſture, he ſtrives to extermate and palliate, but in vain; for he hath to doe with thoſe 
Magiftrares , who cannot be deluded , or carricd away , either with the ſugar of a lye, or 
the charme of an evaſion. So they commit him cloſe Priſoner , where he hath time _ 
and leafare to think on the foulneſſe of his fat, and the unnaturalnefſe and barbariſm of his. 
cruelty. - 

The Monday following, the Corrigadors of Sprear ſend Emelia to Breſcia , where, the next 
day the Podcftate, Prefe& and Scnators, cxamined her they firſt exhort her co conſider, that ſhe 
ſpcaks before God; and although Alib:us be her carthly Father, yet he is her heavenly : they cans 
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jure and ſwear her to ſpeak the truch, and no more : and becauſe they ſee her a ſimple illiterated 
Woman, they inform her what the vertuc and nature of an Oath is. When Emelia talling on ker 


| knees, wringing her hands, and ſtedfaſtly looking up towards Heaven, ſhe (bitterly weeping and 


ſighing) for a Pony while, had not the power to utter a word , The Prefe&t with milde exhorta» 
tions and ſpe:ches incourageth her to ſpeak; when with many tears and interrupted fights; ſhe at 
laſt uattereth theſe words, My Father -hath often beaten my Mother, and even lain her for 
d:ad; and at other times, hze hath given her poyfon, and he it is, and no other, that hath 
now murthered her. One of the Senators, (fome ſay it was the Podeſtate, who as much 
favoured Alibius , as hated his Crime ) bade Emelia look to her Conſcience, and her Con- 
ſcience to God, and withall to confider, that as Merillz was her Mother, fo Al:bius was her 
Father. Whereat ſhe bitterly weeping, again ſaid, that what ſhe had already ſpoken was true, 
as ſhe hoped to injoy any part of Heaven. So they binding/her to give Evidence at the great Cours 
of the Province, which ſome four moneths after was to be held in the Caſtle of their City, they 
diſmiflc her. P 

In which mean time Alibius is viſited in Priſon by divers of his acquaintance; yea, ſome of the 
chicfeſt Senators themifelves afforded him that Honour and Charity: they deal with him about his 
Crime , but in vain, for he takes Heaven and Earth to witneflce, that he is innocent, yca, he ſeems 
to be ſo religiousand conſcionablec in his ſpeeches, as he drew many of inferiour rank and under- 
ſtanding, to believe that his-accuſation wasnot true, and his impriſonment unjuſt and falſe. But 
God will ſhortly unmask his hypocriſic, and to his ſhame and confuſion, lay open and diſcover to 
the whole World, his unnatural and bloody cruelty. 

And now the time is come, that the Dake and Seigniory of Yexice are uſed to depute and ſend 
forth Criminall Jadges, to deſcend and paſſe thorow the Provinces of their Territories and Domi- 
nions, to fitupon all capitall MalcfaQors, and to puniſh them according to their deſerts. A cu- 
ftome indeed held famous, not onely in the Chriſtian, but in the whole Univerſall World: and 
whereby the Venetian State doth undoubcedly receive both glory, vigour, and life, fach ic not 
onely preſerveth their Peace , and propagateth their tranquillity z but alſo rootcth our 
and exterminateth- all thoſe that (by their. lewd and diffolute ations ) ſeek to impugn and 
infringe it. 

Thus theſe High and Honourable Judges (being in number two for every Diviſion) having di- 
ſpatche their buſinefſe (or rather that of the Scigniories) in Padua, Vincenſa,Verona,and Bergamo, 
arc now arrived in Breſcia, in the Caſtle whereof (which is both beautifull and conſpicuous to 
the cye) they keep their Forum and Tribunal. And becaufc this City is exempted from the Pro- 
vince, as being particularly indowed with a peculiar Juriſdiftion, and honoured with many ho- 
nourable Privileges and Prerogatives, therefore (Merilla being murchred in the Province) Alibius 
is fetched out of his firſt Priſon, and by one of the chictcſt and graveft Senators deputed for that 

arpoſe by the Podeftate, and Senate, condufted and conveyed to the Caſtle, thereto be arraigned 
by thoſe two great Judges : and although this aforeſaid Senator was ſo wiſe and religious, as he 
ſcemed to have the art of perſwaſton in his ſpzeches ; yet by the way, uſing his beſt oratory and cha- 
riryto draw Alibius from denyall, to confetion, and from that to contrition and repentance, his 
heart was ſtill ſo perverſe and obdurate, as he notwithſtanding perſevered in his wiltull obſtinacy, 
and perempeorily continued and ſtood upon the points of his innocency, and juſtification, So ſtrong 
was the D:vill yet with him. 

Bat while an infinite number of Spefators gzze on Alibzus, as he is in the Caſtle, and he chears 
fully and carelefly converſed with ſome of his acquaintance, as if the innocency of his conſcience 
were ſuch, as his heart felt no gricf nor perturbation, Lo, he is called to his Arraignment, where» 
unto that world of people, who were then in the Caſtle, flock and concurre. 


His thoughts are ſo vain, and his vanity ſo ambirious, as he comes to the Barre in a black beaten 


Satin ſutcy with a fair Gown, and a ſpruce ſet Ruff, having both the hair of his head, and his long 

rey beard neatly combed and cut, yea, with ſo pleaſant a look, and ſo confident a demcanour, as if 
he were £o receive, not the ſentence of his guiltinefſe and death, but that of his innocency and in- 
largement. Theſe Honourable Judges cauſe his Inditement to be read, wherein his poyſoningand 
murthering of his Wife, is branched and depaintcd out in all its circumſtances ; wherecat his courage 
and confidence is yet ( woes ——eas * ſo great,as by his looks he ſeems no way moved, much 
Icfſ: aftoniſh:d or afflited ; the Witneflics are produced ; firſt, his own Daughter Emelia, who with 
tears in her eyes, ſtands firm to her former depoſition, that he had often beat her Mother almoſt co 
death, and now had killed and poyſoned her ; agrecing in every point wich her depoſition given to 
the Podcſtate and PrefeR of Breſcia : which to refell, her Father Alibius with many plauſible and 
ſugred ſp:eches, tells his Judges, that his Daughter is inccnſed orJunatick 3 or elſe that ſhe parpoſe- 
| | 7 
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ly ſecks his life, to enjoy that fmall means he hath, afcer his death, and fo runs on in a molt extravas 
gant and impzrtinent Apology for himſelf, with many inveRtve and ſcandalous fpeeches agaibſt herg 
and concludes, that he was never owner of any poyſon. * vinogns: 1 

His Judges, out of their honourable inclination, and z:al to ſacred Juſtice, p:rmit him toſpeak 
withour interrpurion 3 when baving ended, they begin to ſhew him the foulneſlz of his fas yeag 
like heavenly Orators, they paint him out the devilliſh nature and monſtrous Crime, of Murther , 
th2: which they ſay he redonbleth by denying it, notwithftanding that they have evidence as clear 
as the S1m to convince him thereof : and fo they call for two Apothecaries' Boyes, who' feverally 
aftcm, they ſold him Rate-banc at two ſeveral rimes. ; Tz Yi 

But the D-vil is {till ſo ſtrong with Alibivs, as though his Conſcience doth hereat affli& and 
torment him, yet, there is no change nor ſign thereof, cither ſeen in his countenanice, or diſcerned 
in his ſpeechcs,but till he perſeveres in his obſtinacy,and ina bravery pretends to wipe 6ff the Apo- 
thecaries Boyes evidence, with this poor evaſion, that he bought and nſed it only ro poyſbnilRats: 
And ſo again with many ſmooth words, humble crouches, arid hypocritical complenicnts; he uſeth 
the prime of his ſ{ubtility and invention co make it appear to-his Judges,that hehadno way'imibrued 
his hands in the blood of his Wife : but this will nor avail him, for he js before Lynce-eyed' Judges, 
whoſe integrity and wiſdom can prirce churow the foggy miſts of excuſes,” and- the obſcure Glouds 
of his far-tctched ſhifts, and cunningly-compadted evalions. | cya.” 

| Andnow to cloſe and windup this Hiſtory, after the Jury impann-lled had amply heatd, a#'well 
the Witneſſes againſt 417birs, as his detence for himſelf 3 and that all the world could: refific'chat 
his Judges gave hima fair Tryal, they return and report him guilty of murthering his Wife Meri/- 
lz ; whereat he is put offche Barre, and fo for that time ſent back to his Priſon : and yer'the heat 
of his obſtinacy being hereat no way cooled, the edge of his denyal any way rebated, nor the obdu- 
ratcneſſe of his heart, the Icaft thing mollified , he, by the way as he paſſ:rh, beating his breaſt, and 
ſometimes out-ſpreading his arms, ſaith, it is got his Crimegbut the malice of his devilliſh daughter 
that hath caſt him away 3 yea,although mariy of his compaſſionate and Chriftian friends do now 
again in priſon, work and perſwade him to Confeſſion, by alleging him, that God is as merciful to 
the repentant, as ſevere to the impenitent and obſtinate, yet all this will not prevail. 

The ſ{ccond morn after his Conviction, he is brought again from his priſon, to the Cafileg 
and ſo to the Barre , to receive his Judgement , where one of the two moſt honourable Judges 
ſhew him , 4 

Thar it is his hearkning to the Devil,and his forſaking of God,that hath brought him to this mi- 
ſcry ; paints and points him out his diffolute lite, his frequenting of bad company, his prodigality 
and adultery ; bur above all, his masked hypocriſtc, which he ſaith, in thinking to deccive God, 
hath now d:ccived himſclf: yea, in heavenly and religious ſpecches, informs him how merciful and 
indulgent God is to rep:ntant finners ; that he muſt now calt off his thoughts from carth,and aſcend 
and mount them to H:aven, andnolonger to think of his body, but of his ſoul ; and fo after a 
I-arned and Chriſtian-like ſpeech, as well for the inftruftion of the living,as the conſolation of A4- 
libixs, who was now to prepare himſelf to dye , he pronounceth, that for his execrable Murther 


- 


committed onhis own Wife Merilla, he ſhould hang till he were dead : and fo befought the Lord 


to be merciful to his foul. ; | F; 0.443. 

And now is Alibius again returned to his priſon, but ftill remaineth obſtinate and perverſe, affir- 
ming to all the world, that as he hath lived, ſo he will dye innocently : BurGod.wilt nor ſuffer hinx 
to dye, without confelling and reyenting this his bloody and unnaturall Maurther. | 

| Theſe his grave and rehigious Judges, ont of an Honourable and Chriftian Charity, ſend bim 
D'vines, to prepare his bodyito the death.of this worldzand his ſoul to the Wh ther to come: th 
deal moſt cff-Ctually, powerfully, and religiouſly with him in priſon; and although they Cs 
that the D-vill had ſtrongly inſnarcd and charmed him, yea, and as it were, hardned his hcarc to his 
perdition; yet God, out of his infinite and ineffable mercics, addeth both power and grace to their 
fpecches, and exhortations, ſo as his cycs being opened, and his hearr peirced and molliticd , they 
at laſt ſo prevail with hin, that being recrified with Gods Jaftice, and incouraged and comforted 
with his mercics , he with tcars, fighs and groans confcſſth this Murther of his Wife, and not only 
birterly rep=nes it, buralfo doth thank theſe Godly Divines, for their charity, carc, and zeal tor the 
hank, ton and faving of his ſoul, and deth upon his knees befeech them to pray unto the Lord to 
torgive him. a | 

We have fcen Alibius muriher his Wife Merilla z, we have ſeen his apprehenſion, impriſonment , 
triall, conviction, and condemnation, for this his ex:crable and bloudy ta& : wherein we may ob= 
ſerve how the Juſtice of God ſtill triumpherh o*re the temptation and malice of the Devil, and how 
Marthery though never ſo ſecretly aftzd, and concealed, will at laſt be dere&tcd and punifhed. Whar 
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 refteth there now, but that after we have. hereby made good uſe of this example, we ſee Alibius 
etched from his Priſon, and conveyed tothe place of Execution 3 ( whereat (as we have heard) he 
ormerly ſtumbled in jeſt,but now he mult in carnefſt) where,(although ic were timely in the morn, 
(as having the favour to dye alone,and at leaft three hours before the other condemned Malefattors) 
an infinite number of the Civjzens of Breſcia, (of all ranks and of both Sexes) aſſembled to ſee 41ib:- 
ys take his laft farewel of this World. - 

At his aſcending up the Ladder, his fair gray beard and comely preſence drew pitty from the 
hearts, and tcars from the cycs of the greateft part of the SpeQators, to ſee that the Dceyill had fo 
ſtrongly inchanted and ſeduced him to lay vicles hands on his Wife, and to ſec fo grave and fo 
proper an aged man thus misfortunately and untimely caſt away. 

"Ls ſpec at his cnd was bricf and ſhort z onely he freely confeſt his Crime, and with infinite 
 fighsand wer pr, Crh6 World to pray for his ſoul; he lamented the Vanity of his youth, and 

the diffolutenefe of his age 3 told them, that his neglc& of Prayer toGod, and his too much con- 
fidence in the Devill, had brought him to this ſhamctfull end ; and therefore beſought them again 
and again to beware by his Example :- and ſo having ſolemnly freed his ſecond wike Philatea Tom 
being any way acquainted or acceffary with the murther of his firſt wife Meril/z, he recommend- 
ing ror ſoul into the hands of his Redeemer, dycd as penitently as he had lived diffolutely and pro- 

ancly. 
_ And thus was the lifc and dcath of Alibius ; the which I was the more willingly induced to pub- 
liſh, partly, becauſe I was an cyc-witnefſc, both of his arraignment and death, (as I returned trom 


my travels), but more eſpecially, in hope that this Exampleand Hiſtory may prove to be as great a 
conſolation to the Godly; as a terrour to the unrighteous, 


To God be all Glory and Praiſe, 


FINI1S. 


T.O. THE LT ED ' 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


And truly-Noble, RICHARD Lord 
Buckburſt, Earl of Dorſet, and Lord-Licucenant 


of His Majeſties County of Szſ/ex. 


Right Honourable, 


—— 


Noonoo0o0ml Viof areſolution;whether wore bold or zealous, 1 know 
not,] have adventured this ſecond Book of my \ ragical 
Hiſtories to the World, under your Honours Patronage 
and ProteGion. Nether need I go farre to yeeldeither 
your Honour,or theWorld,a reaſon of this my Preſamp- 
tion and Ambition, ſth your Vertues innobling your 
blood, as much as. your Nobility. illa$trates your Ver- 
| tues, was the firſt motive which drew me hereunto : for 
whiles many others indeawvour to begreat, your Honour (reſembling your ſelf) 
zot only indeawours,but ftrives to be good; as well knowing, that Goodneſle zs 
the glory and eſſence, yea the life, aud as I may ſay, tbe foul of Greatnefſle ;_ 
and that betwixt Greatnefle and Goodneſle there is this difference and diſ-. 
parity ; that, makes us famous, this, immartall ,, that, belewed of men, this, of 
God ; that, «ccompanieth#s only to our Graves, and this, to Heaven. My ſe- 


. 
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cond prevayling Motive in this my Dedication proceeded from the reſpe&;of 
my particular duty,(as my furSt was ſolely derived from the conſiderduon of. your 
own generall and generous Vertues) for having the honour to retain to your NG. 
ble Brother, Sir Edward Sackvile Knight, to whom, far many ſingular re- 
ſpets,and(inmerited) favours (whiles Iam my ſelf ) Tow not only my ſervice, 
but wy ſelf, I therein bold me obliged and bound to profer and impart this part 
of my Lebours to your Honour, as the firſt publick teſtimony of my zeal and ſer- 
vice, eternally devoted and conſecrated to the IIluſtrous Name and Familie of 
the Sackviles; whereof Gods Divine Providence bath made your Hynonr 
chief Heir and Pillar. The drift and ſcope of theſe Hiſtories areto ſoy oy 
or 
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"cſterh there now, but that after we have. hereby made good uſe of this example, we fee Alibius 
{ma from his Priſon, and conveyed to the place of Execution 3 (whereat (as we have heard) he 
ormerly ſtumbled in jeſt,but now he muſt in carneſt) where,(although it were timcly in the morn, 
(as having the favour to dye alone,and at leaſt three hours before the other condemned Malefattors) 
an infinite number of the Civizens of Breſcia, (of all ranks and of both Sexes) aſſembled to ſee Alib- 
ys take his laft farewel of this World. + 
At his aſcending up the Ladder, his fair gray beard and comely preſence drew pirty from the 
hearts, and-tcars from the cycs of the greateſt pore of the SpeRators, to ſee that the Deyill had ſo 
ſtrongly inchanted and ſeduced him to lay violent hands on his Wife, and to ſee fo grave and fo 
proper an aged man thus misfortunately and untimely caſt away. 
is ſpecch at his end was bricfand ſhort z onely he freely confeſt his Crime, and with infinite 
 fighsand tears beſoughtthe World to pray for his ſoul; he lamented the Vanity of his youth, and 
the diffolutenefſe of his age 3 told them, that his negle& of Prayer toGod, and his too much con- 
dence in the Devill, had brought him to this ſhametull end ; and therefore beſought them again 
and again to bewarc byhis Example : and ſo having ſolemnly freed his ſecond wite Philatez from 
being any way acquainted or accefſary with the murther of his firſt wite Merillz, he recommend- 
ing one ſoul into the hands of his Redeemer, dyed as penitently as he had lived diffolutcly and pro- 
ancly. 
: And thus was the life and death of Alibius ; the which I was the more willingly induced to pub- 
liſh, pattly, becauſe I was an cyc-witnefſe, both of his arraignment and death, (as I returned trom 


my travels), but more eſpecially, in hope that this Examplcand Hiſtory may prove to be as great a 
conſolation to the Godly; as a terrour to the unrighteous. 


To God be all Glory and Praiſe. 


FIN1S. 


TO THE. ve 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
And truly-Noble, RICHARD Lord 


Buckburſt, Earl of Dorſet, and Lord-Licucenant 
of His Majeſties County of Szſ/ex. 


Right Honourable, 


Ot of a reſolution,whether more bold or zealous, I know 
nvt,l have adventured this. ſecond Book of my | ragical 
Hiſtories zo the World, under your Honours Patronage 
and ProteGion. Neither need I po farre to yeeldeither 
your Honour,or theWorld,a reaſon of this my Preſamp- 
tion and Ambition, ſth your Vertues znnobling your 
blood, as much as. your Nobility. illx$trates your Ver- 
| tues, was the firſt motive which drew me hereunto : for 
whiles many others indeavour to begreat, your Honour (reſembling your ſelf) 
zot only indeawours,but ſtrives to be good; as well knowing, that Goodneſle zs 
the glory and eſſence, yea the life, aud as I may ſay, the foul of Greatnefſle ; 
and that betwixt Greatneſle and Goodnelſle there is this difference and diſ- 
parity ; that, makes us famous, this, immortal ,, that, belowed of men, this, of 
God; that, accompaniethss only to our Graves, and this, to Heaven. My ſe- 
cond prevayling Motive inthis my Dedication proceeded from the reſpe&:of 
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my particular dnty,(as myferst was ſolely derived fromthe conſideration of your 
own generall and generous Vertues) for having the honour to retamn to your Na- 
ble Brother, Sir Edward Sackvile Knight, to whom, for many ſingular re- 
ſpets,and(immerited) favours (whiles Iam my ſelf ) Low not only my ſervice, 
but my ſelf; Ttherein bold meobliged and bound to profer and impart this part 
of my Lebours to your Honour, as the firſt publick teſtimony of my zeal and ſer- 
vice, eternally devoted and conſecrated to theIlluſtrons Name and Familie of 
the Sackviles; whereof Gods Divine Providence bath made your Honour 
chief Heir aud Pillar. The drift and ſcope of theſe Hiſtories are to anfory: _ 
Worl 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


World bow Gods Revenge (till fights and triumphs a gain(t thc crying & 
execrable fin of (wiltull and premeditated) Murther; which in theſe our 
(impure and prophane ) times, 1s ſo fatally and frequently cointidetit to unrege- 
merate Chriſtrans 3 which ſcarlet and bloudy Crime is infallibly met with, and 
rewarded by Gods ſharp and ſevere pumſhments ; having purpoſely publiſh- 
ed and divulged them to my dear Countrey of England, "that they may. ſerve 
(though uot by the way of compariſon, yet of application) as the light of Julius 
Czſar's bloudy Robe( ſhewedby Marcus Antonius to theRomans i## Campo 
Martio, when he there pronounced his funerall Oration ) thereby to 11th» his 


Murther and Murtherers in the greater horrour and execration with the people, * 


The Hiſtories of themſelves are as different, as therr effes and accidents:their 
Scenes being wilfully and fenfully laid in divers parts of Chriſtendom beys ad 
the ſees, and the Tragidies unfortunately perpetrated and perſonated by thoſe, 
who more adbearing to impiety,than Grace,and to Satan than God,made ſhip- 


wrack,, if not of their ſouls with their bodies ; I am ſure of their lives withtheir 


fortunes,and of thetr fortunes with theirl ives They themſelves (or rather their 


ſins ) firſt brought the Materials, 1, only the colletion, illuſtration,and polliſhing 


of theſe their deplorable Hiſtories,which are per'd in ſo low a ſphear of ſpeech, 
and ſoinelegant a phr aſe,as they can ns way merit the Honour of your peruſal, 
muchleſt of your judgment,and leaſt of all,of your noble protection © patronage. 

How ſoewer, my hopes (led and marſhalled by the premiſes) do as it were 


flatter me,that your proteSions will wink at my imperfections,and your curioſe- 
ty 4t my igrorance ( preſumption,in daigning permit this my rude Pamphlet,to 
ſalute © pilgrimage the World, under the authenticall paſſe-port of your Hon: 


favour; who of her ſelf is compoſed of ſo poor metall (or rather droſſe) as with- 
out the pure gold of your Honourable Name, it would run a bazard, not to paſſe 
currant with the curious wits, CYcenſures of this our(too curious &+ too cen ſort- 


' * ” 015 age; whereof could I reſt aſſured, I ſhould then not only rejoyce, but triumph 


inthis my bappineſſe, as ſo richly exceeding the proportion of my poor labours & 
Merits,that 1 conld not a ſpire to a Greater honour, nor deſire a ſweeter felicity : 
And ſo.recommending this my imperfe&} P amphlet to your favour, my unworthy 
ſelf to your pardor,and your Honour, your Noble Connteſle, andthe ſweet 


young Lady your Daughter, t» Gods beſt favours and mercies, I will aſſume 


to remain, 


the confidence axd conſtancy 


Your Honours in all humility and ſervice, 


JOHN REYNOLDS. 
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The Triumphs of Gods revenge againſt the Crying' 
and Execrable Sinne of Murther, 
HI TORY VL | | 


Victorina cauſeth Sypontus to flab and murther her firſt husband Souranza, and ſhe ber (elf poyſonetb 
Faſlino : ſo trey both being miraculouſly detefied and convitied of theſe their crutl Murthets, he is be« 
beaded, and ſhe hanged, and burnt for the, ſame, ; 


\7 7 Hzre Luft takes up our defares, and Revenge and Marther ſeizeth on our refolutions, it is 
the true way to make us wretched in this life, and our ſouls miſerable in that to come: 


for if Chaſtity and Charky (the two precious virtues and ornaments of a Chriſtian) ftcer got our 
| ations on Earth, how ſhall, nay how can, we arrive to the Harbour of Heaven? or if we F ee | 


our ſelves 
we ſcriouſly 


theſe celeſtial virtues, to follow and embrace thoſe infernal vices, what doe webut, 
from felicity to miſery , and conſequently give our ſelves from God to Saran ? But di 


»% 


{and not trivially) conſider. that there js a Heaven to reward the Righteous, and a Hellto puniſh the 


ungodly, we would ncither defile our hearts, . nor pollute our ſonls with the thought much leſs. "3 


wick che aCtion of ſuch beaſtly and inhumane crimes. Bur in this finful. age of ours, the number is 
but too great of laſcivious and impious Chriftians,.who delight in the aff:&ion and pra- 
Qice thereof ; Among whom I here repreſent the Hiſtory of an cxccrable Gentlewoman , and 
ber wretched and unforcunate Lover, -who were both born to honour, and noe to infamy z had 
they had as much grace to fecure their lives, as vanity and inpicty to ruin them. The Hiflory 
Is bloody, . and therefore mournful : but if we dereft their crimes, we need not fear their pus. + 
niſkments ; for God is as graciousand propitious to prote&che innocent, as juſt and ſevere to das 

Rile the guilcy, WETN | - 
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In Italy, the beauty of orgy and in the Giry of Venice (the glory of Italy, he Nymph ot the Seay 
and the pearl and diamond of the world ) in the latter years of the reign of noble Leo.ardo Donato , 
(who, as Dake , ſate to the helm of chat potent and powerfull Eftatc) ſo famous for ban'thing the Je= 
ſaits , and for oppoſing himſclt againſt the intruſion and fnlminations of Pope Paulus Duintus, inthe 
jaſt defence and maintenance of the prerogatives and privileges of the Seignory 53 There was at that 
time a gentleman , a younger brother, yer of well neer fitty years old , of the noble Family of the Be- 
raldt, named Yeignior Iacomo Beraldi , who dwelt above the Rialto Bridge (that famous Maſtcr- piece 
of AxchleHire Fagan the Caralla Grando, who in the April of his youth took to Wife the Dona Lu- 
cia, daughter to Seigaior Lorensa Burſſo, a Gentlemanot Padua, by whom he had ſeven Children, 
four Sonn:s and three Dughters; (o aghis Wite and he efteeming themſelves happy in their luc, paſt 
away their time in much content and fclicity : but God ( tor fome ſecret and ſacred reaſons to his 
Divine Majeſty beſt known.) converting his fimiles into trown*, within the ſpace of ſeven years 
takes away lix of their Childreg, ſo as theireldeft daughter onely remained living , being a young 
Gentlewoman of ſome cightcen years old, named Dona V ictorina. | 6 SEL 
This young Gentlewoman, being noble, rich, and fair, (three powerfull and attrative Adamants 
to draw the aff:&ions of many Cavaliers) according to her deſert , had divers Gallants who ſought 
her in Marriage z but ſhe was of nature proud , cholerick , diſdainfull , and malicious; Vices cnow 
to ruine both a beauty and a fortune : but of all her ſutcrs and ſervants ,' he whom ſhe beſt loved and 
aftcted, was one Seigniour Sypontus , a Gentleman of the City , who was more noble thanrich, and 
yet more deboſht _ vicious than noble; but otherwiſe a very proper young Ga!lant : but the per- 
feCtions of the body are nothing to bs compared to the excellent qualiries and indowments ot che 
mind, tor thoſe arc but the varniſhes and ſhaddowes of a meer man, bar theſe the perfeRions and ex- 
cellencics of a wiſe man, and therein noble 3 firh indeed wiſdome is one of rhe trueſt degrees , and 
moſt efſenciall parts of Nobility. N ow if Victorine love Syportus, with no lefe reciprocall lame and 
zeal doth | Sypontus affe& Victorina : for as his cys behold the delicacy of her perſonage , and the 


| ſweernels of her beauty , ſo his heart loves either , and adores both ; yea, ſo deep an imprethton bath 
ſhe ingraven in his thoughts and contemplations, that he is never merry till he {ce her, nor pleaſed 


eill he injoy the felicity of her company; which Victorina rejoicerh to ſee, and obſerves with infinite 
content and delcQation, Sypoxtus thus intangled in the ſnarcs of Victorinas beauty , and ſhe likewiſe 
in thoſe of his pertc&ions, he reſolves to court her, and ſeck her in Marriage , which he performes 
with much affcCion, zeal, and conſtancy, leaving no induſtry, care, curioſity , or coſt unattempted, 
to inrich and crown his defires with the precious and ineftimable treaſures of her Jove. I ſhould 
make this ſhore diſcourſe ſwell into an ample Hiſtory , to particulzrize , or punCtually rclate the Let- 
ters, Sonnets, Preſents, Mcerings, Dancings , Muſick, and Banquets, which paſt twixt theſe two lo- 
vers, and wherewith Sypoxtrs entertained his dear Miſtrefſe Victoria : Iwill therefore purpoſely 
omic it, and cover my ſelf with this cxcuſe, which may fatisfy my Reader , to conſider that $y- 
pontns (as before?) was an Tralian, whoſe cuftome and nature rather cxceedes than comes ſhort , in all 
amorous ccremonics and complements : And therefore again to reſume my Hiſtory, I muſtbricfcly 
declare , that after the protraCtion and receflc of a years time, Victoriaa conſenteth to Sypontns , to be 
his Witc, ſo farre forth as he can obtain thoſe of her father and mother: a fit and vertuous anſwer of a 
daughter, wherein I know not whether ſh: bewray more modeſty and diſcretiomin her ſelf, or reſpe& 

apd obedictice to her parents. | 
Sypoittus infinitely pleaſed wich this ſweet news and delightful melody , is as it were taviſhed and 
raptup into heaven with joy, when flattering himſelf with this poor 2 1 atVictorina Was Cour- 
reous , ſo he. (liould finde her parents kinde to him 3; he , with muchre = and honour, repaires to 
Beraldi aid Lucia, and in fair and diſcreet termes acquaints them with his long affe&ion to their 
daughter Victorina 3 whom (with'as much carneftnefſe as humility) he praics to beſtow her on him 
for hiAvitc : bit this o1d Couple are as much difpleaſcd at Sypoxtus bis motion , as their Daughter 
Victoria eggye&cth thercat, and ſo they retarn-him their deniall inftead of their conſcnt, only in ge- 
'neral tcarm8they thank him for hislove and honour , and ccrtific him that they have otherwiſe dif- 
poſed of their daughter. Sypentas bites the lip, and Victorina hangs her head at this their bitter and 
diſtaftfull anfwer:but he is to generous and amorous too be put off with this firſt repulſe. Whereupon 
he imploys his Parents and kinsfolkes ( whereof ſome were of the chicfeft rank of Sexatoxrs and 
Hagnificos) to draw Beraldi and Lyuciato conſentto this match ; bur in vain : for they arc deaf to 
thoſe requeſts, and reſolute in their denyal, grounding their refuſal upon Sypentzs his poverty : for 
;ooyTs he is become poor ; becauſe in the laſt trang-marine Wars , the Turks took from his father 
and himſelf moſt ofhis Lands and Poffefſions neer Scxtary in Dalmatia , and therefore they reſolve 
to provid: a richer husband for their Daughter. The iniquity of gur times is as ſtrange as lamen- 
table: for in matrers of Marriage. parents, without duc regard cither to the natures or;affefrions of their 
childretr, ti] prefer gold before grace , and many times Riches before vertuc and Now 2 
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which concurre and meet in one perſonage ; but divers of race marriages, in che end, find cither 
({hame, miſery, or repentance, and ſomerimes all. s Oh EE | 
Sypontus ftorms as much as Victoria grieves at his refaſall ; bat ro fruſtrate that, and provide for 
this, Beraldi deals with Seigniour Foun Baptiſta Souranza to marry his Daughtcr Eictoriag, who is 
a G:ntleman of a good houſe, bur farce richer than Syportus 3 but withall tarre ditf:rentin age ; for 
Sy poiztus is but ewenty cight ycars old, and Sowranza Nccr threeſcore: So as gol playing che chicteft 
part in this Contract, Souranze is ſur- of Y:Forzna tor his Witcgere he know her,ur hardly hath feen 
h-r. Leraldi advertizeth his Daughter of his will, and pleaſure herein : ſo Sorry auza ſecs her with 
atf:ction and joy, and {hz him wich diſgrace and gricf; and thus this old Lover the fiſt crime enter = 
rains his young Miſtrifſ: with kifſcs, and ſhe him with tears. He is no ſooner departed, bit Viciorine 
very ſorrowfully and penſavely throws her fclt to her Parents tcet, and with ſhowers of cears very 
carneſtly and paſſionately beſceches them, that they will not inforce her to marry Souranza, whom 
({he affticms) (hz cannor love, much lefſe obey; prayes them to conlider what a miſery, nay, what -a 
h-I1 ic will be to her thoughts and (clfy to have him in her bed, and Syportus in her heart, When (he 
could no further proceed, becauſe her ſighs cut her words in pieces, and fo grief daunting her hearc, 
and her fear to S»1ranza, and aff.tion co .Sypoxtes, calting a milk-whire veil over her vermillion 
cheeks, (ht finks to the earth in a faintiug cold ſwoon, when her hard-hcarted and crucll Parents 
(more with attonithment than commailſeration and pitcy ) ſtep co her aſliftance, and again bring her 
to her ſences 3; who nor forgetting where her ſpeeches caded, the remembers to begin and continue 
them thus : O my dear Parents, name not Souranzae tor my hu;band, bur it you will needs give me 
one;then by all that blood of yours,which ſtreameth in all the veins of my body,of two. let me injoy 
one, cither Sypontus, or my Grave 3 he the beginner of my joycs, orthis the cnder of all my miſcricy 
and forrows z neither is it diſobedience in m2, dur tear of cruclty in your ſelves, chat throws me on 
the exigent of this requeſt and reſolution z. whereonl pray, conlider by the bonds of nature,and not. 
by the rules ofavarice and inhumanicy, But her Father and Mother (wichour any refpef to her 
youth and tears, or regard to her aff:&ion and prayers) love Souranza's wealth fo well, as they will 
hate Sypontus his poverty,and in it himſclt: and therefore checking Victoria for her folly, and rax- 
ing her of indiſcretion, their command and authority gives a law to her obedicnce and defires : 
And to conclude, they arc ſo birter, and wicthall fo crucll to her, that within few dayes they vio» 


lently inforce her to marry Souranze. But this inforced Match will produce repentance and miſcry 
of all ſides. rt: | 

As it isaduty in Children to honour and obey their Parents, ſoit is no Icff in Parents carefully tg 
regard,and tenderly to aff: their Children;but in Matches that are concluded with wealth withour 
affeftion, their Parents ought to proceed with judgement, not with paſſion, with perſwation, not 
with force : for can there be any hell upon carch comparable to thatof a diſcontented bed? or is it 
not a grict to Parents, throngh their cruelty, to ſec their Children live in deſpair in ſtead of hope in 
affliftion, in ftcad of joy 3 and to dye miſerably, whereas they mighc have lived pleaſantly ard 
proſperouſly? *Tistruc, that young folks atfeQtions are nor {till well grounded, bur tor want cfad= 
vice and counſcll, many.times meet wich miſery for tclicity ; yer tith Marriage is a Contra&,. not 
for a day, but forever 3- not for an hour, bur for the termand leaſe of our lives; therefore Parents, 
in ma:ching theic Children,ſhould be rather charitable than greedy for the world, and rathcr com> 
paſſionate that rigid : but cnough of this, and again to our Hiftory, . | | 

Wc have ſeen Victorine, with an unwilling willingneſſe, inforced to marry Souranzg ; we ſhall 
not go farre, before we ſee what ſharp calamitics and bitter afflictions and milcrics this Match Pro- 
ducech : The argument end cauſe briefly is tus ; Victorina les with her Hnsband Souranza, but cannot 
love him ; from whence (as ſo many lines trom their centre ) ſpring forth many mournfull and'dis 
faftrous accidents 3 the little Ring of Matrimony incloſeth many great and weighty conliderations; 
and among others thi3 is not one of the laſt :  difparicy in years makes no truc- barmgny in affe&tt- 
ons; for there is no affinity *rwixc Fanuary and May, and it isa matter, though nor impoſſible, yer 
difficult for youth and age to ſympathize. Souranza's beſt performance of the rites and duties of 
Marriage, is butdefire 5 yea, his age cannot ſufficiently cftimate, much Icfft reward the daintics of 
Vit:rina's youthztor he is more ſuperſtitious than amorous,as delighting rather co kifs an Image in 
the Church, that his Wife in kis B:d, and not:to betray the-rrach, 1 muſt crave leave of modeſty, ta 
averre,that ſhe finds lictle diffcrence *twixt a Maid and a Wifc,fo that her luſt out-braving her chafti« 


ry,and ſenſuality trampling her vertucs and honor under foor,whercas her atf:&ion ſhould look from 


Sypoxt us to Souranzayboth th: & it contrarywite look tram Souranza to Sypontus. Diſk:mbling plca- 


ſures, whichſtrangle whenthey ſeem to imbrace and kifle us, birter Pills candid in ſugar,Cordials:r6 


the ſenſe,bur corrofives to the ſoul ! Yea,UVictoriza in forgetting her mudeſty,willnot remember her © 


vow in Marriage; for had {hz been as vertuous as young,or as chaſt as fair;it had.pot onely been hes 
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of her old Husband ; Chaſtity would have perſwaded her to this, but incontinency and luft draw her 
to a contrary refolution. 

3yponns likewiſe ſtorms and grieves at this unwiſhed and unequall Match of old Soranza with 
his young and fair Victorina 3 yea, he hates him ſo much, and loves her ſo tenderly and dearly, ay 
he would, but cannot prevent it : for (as before) they are married; and hegin ſicad of the Laurel!, 
is forced to wear the 1/illow z but his grief finds this comfort, and her diſcontent this conſulation, 
that fith Victoring is not his Wiſe, (he is his Miſtrefſe ; and fith Sypoxrtys is not her Husband, he is her 
Servant, or (to ufc the Venetian phraſe) ſhe is his Courtizana, and he her Exemorato: but ſach 
L:agu:s and Contratts vicious of affe&ions ſeldome make happy cnas 3 for as they begin in luſt, ſo 
commonly they terminate in infamy and miſery. Sypontxs often familiarizeth with ictorina, yea, 
their familiarity is ſuch, as | in modeſty will not report, fich in charity I cannot; and although they 
þ:ar their aff &ions and pleaſures ſecret, yet cuſtome breedinga habit, and that a ſecond N ature, 


Souranza is now no ſooner abroad, but Sypontxs is at home, ſo as in effeQt Souranzg is but the ſha» | 


dow, and Syporus the ſubſtance of Vidgorina's Husband : but theſe laſcivious Lovers ſhall pay dear 
for their aff:&ions 3 Sypontus for entertaining and keeping another mans Wife, and V:i&orine for 
breaking her vow in Wcdlock to her Husband, in defiling his bed, and contaminating her body 
with che foul fin of Adultery, 

It had bcen good and ſafe for them, if they had not begun theſe their beaſtly pleaſures,but to give 
no end to them, mult needs prove dangerous and ruinous 3 to commir this fin of Adultery is odi- 
ous,buat to perſevere therein is moſt abominable before God: the reaſon hereof is as true as pregnant; 
for if the reward of a fing!e be death, the redoubling thereof muſt needs be double damnation. But 
as it is the nature of Adultery to be accompanied and waited on by other ſins, ſo Videorina is not 
only content to love Sypontus, but ſh: makes a farther progreſſion in impiety,and will needs hate her 
Hasband Souranze 3 who poor honeft Gentleman, fick with the Gout, and a Cough of the Lungs, 
is now diſtaftfall, and which is worſe, odious to her : ſo that ſhe which ſhould be a cordiall to his 
age, his age is now a cbrrofive to her youth, and ſhe ſo farre forgers both her ſclfand her duty, as ſhe 
rather contzmns than loves him, and as he rejoyceth in her fight, ſo ſhe delights in nothing ſo much 
as in his abſence, and Sypontus preſence ; ſhe makes her diſcontents and malice to her Husand known 
to Sypoxtics, who doth pitty, bur will not rem:dy them 3; all her ſpecches tend to wiſh her ſelf in an- 
other world, or her Husband not in this. Sypontus is not ignorant whereat ſhe aims ; but alchough 
he injoy the Wife, yet he cannot find in his heart,bat is too conſciencious to murther the husband : 
had he remained in the conſtancy of this reſolution, he had been happy, and not fo miſerable and 
unfortunate to cnd his dayes with ſhame and infamy, But now bchold, an uncxpeRed accident 
draws and throws him on head-long to perperrate this execrable Murther, for (as the Gentrie and 
Nobility of Venice are for the moſt part Merchants) fo Syportus receiveth ſudden and forrowfall 
news of two great Ioff:s befaln him in the Levant Seas, in two ſeverall Ships, the one coming from 
Allepo, taken by the Turkiſh Pyrats of Rhodes, the other from Alexandria, taken, as is ſuppoſed, by 
one of the Duke of Ofſunas Neapolitan Gallies, ſcowring the lands of the Archipelagus,in which two 
Veſſels he loſt at leaft ſeventy thouſand Zeckyres, it being the two third parts of his whole eſtate ; 
and now to maintain his greaeneſl2, and bear up his port and reputation, knowing Souranze to be 
infinitly rich, and his Wife Vi&orina young, amorous, and fair, he agrees with the devill, and ſo re- 
ſolves to murther him, and then to marry her,which he knows ſhe above any carthly matter chiefly 
defires. Lo here the foundation and projeRef a murther, as lamentable as cx<crable ! Neceſliry in 
baſe ſpirits nay be a powerfull, but in thoſe more vertuous and noble, (it ſhould never be a pcrnici= 
ous and prodigious Counſcllour; for there is as much generofity and fortitude in ſapporting 
poyerty wich paticnce, as there is. covetouſneſſe in being ambitious to purchaſe wealth with 
-; Ar the nexg; enterview and meeting of Syportus and Victorina, ſhe Tike abad woman, a wicked 
wife, and a wretched creature,redoubleth him her complaints and diſcontents 2gainft her husband; 
and becauſe Sypontus knows it wiſdome to ftrike whiles the iron is hot, as alſo that time muſt be ta- 
ken by the forc-lock, helike a wretched Politician Jayes hold of this occaſion and opportunity,and 
fo conſeneeth to the murther of her husband; when from this bloody reſolation, they paſſe to the 
manner how to cff:& ir : they conſult on this lamentable bufinefſe. - Victoriva {induftrious in her 
malice) propoſeth to poyſon him, and fo to bury him in her little Garden : bur Syportzs diſlikes 
this projeQ, and profers her to murther him in his Goxdola, as he comes from Lucifi zina 5 whereon 
they agree. Sofſome ten dayes aftcr, Victorina advertiſeth him, that her husband js to goto his 
houſe of pleaſure in the Countrey near Padua, on the bank of the River Brenta, where he is only vo 
ſtay three daycs. Syportus imbraceth this occaſion, and continually wantonizing with his wifc in 
his abſence, promiſeth her ro meet her husband at his return,and then to diſpatch him; which news 
with a longing deſire this miſerable Curtezan F ictorina attends him with as much impatience ay im- 
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Srranza's d:partire from his Countrey-houſe being come, Sypoxtrs, not to fail of his promiſ: ro 
ViGorina, in th2 cx:cution of his bloody and damnadle attempr, takes his Goxdsla,and hovers in the 
dice pa{ſage betwixt Lucifizine and Venice, for Souranza his arrivall, who,poor harmlcfT: Gentle- 
man, loved his young wife ſo teaderly and dearly, as he thoughe this ſhort time long that he had 
wandred ſrom her; bat he hath ſeen his laſt of her, and alaf{:, alaſl-, he ſhall ſee an end ef hin 
{16 for about five of the clock of the evening( ir being Summer time) his ufuall hour of cerutn, he 
rakes Gondola at Lucifizina, for Venice, and ncer midway twixt both, Syponrus eſpics him, and the 
ſooner, becauſe it being hot weather, andno wind ſtirring, Syyrazza had caufcd his curtains ro be 
withdrawn. Sypentus (inflamed with boyling malice and revenge) with all poſſible celerity makes 
toward his Gondo!a, the which diſguiſed and masked he enters, and there with his Ponyard very 
dzvilliſhly ſtabs him three ſeverall crimes at the heart, when falling down to his feer, he moſt barba- 
roully cut off his beard, and noſe (that he might not be known) and fo throws him into the Sea z as 
alſo his Waterman afcer him, that they might tell no tales : when having finiſhed theſe cx-crable 
Marthers, he with his Goxdola, with all poſſible ſpecd hyes firſt co Murano, and fo Tands by the Pa- 
triarchy, from thence by the Arſenall, and fo to his own houſe behind Saint Ser's Church,thereby 
to caſt a fairer varniſh on this villany,by landing and coming into the City another way, when be= 
ing arrived at his houſe, he that night by a confident Servant of his, tends ViGorina this Letter, 


SYPONTUS o VICTORINA. 


Air and dear Vicorina, IT have beguz, and enaed a buſmeſſe, #hic b infinitly imports thy gaod and my 

content : the party hath drunk bus fill of I/hite and Claret, and is now gone to his eternall reſt. ;, ſo # 
fitile time, I hope, will wipe off thy old tears, an1 confirm thy new Joyes. Be but as affectionate, as T ſecret, 
and as ſecret, as till death I will be affectionate, and thou needejt neither fear my fortunes, nor doubt thine 
own : Judge what I would do to injoy thee,and for thy ſake, ſith I have already und:rtaken aud acted. 
& buſireſſe of this nature. We muſt for a time refrain each others company, that we may the ſooner meet,and 
imbrace, with more content, aud leſſe danger. 


SYPONTUS. 


Fictorina infinitly rejoyceth at this news, and the better to cloke her malice, under the veil of ſe- 
creci:, {h:laments and complains to her Father of her Husbands long abſence. Sorranza's parents arc 
by Beraldi acquainted herewith, they begin to find the time of hisftay very long, and now rreſolve 
coſend his Nephew, Seignior Andrew Souranza,up the Riytr Brenta, to know the cauſe thereof : he 
paſſcth and repaſſcth the Sluce of Lycifizina, and brings word that he departed thence for Veyice, 
ma Gond9/a, tour dayes fince. Victorina his Wite grieves,and weeps at his abſcrice, ſodo his own 
Parents and Friends, who enquire of all fides, but find comfort or news from none what is become 
of him. And here, Reader, before thy curioſity carry thee ſarcher, I conjure thee to ſtand aſtoni- 
{ſhed and wonder, at the inſcrutable and wonderfull judgement of God, in the deteRtion of this 
Murthcr. For Fiſhermen ſome 8 dayes after caſting our their nets betwixc the Tlands of La Lazareto 
and Saint Gearge Majore, bring up this dead body of murthred Souranza, being well apparclled : 
bur chictly for their own diſcharge, they bring the dcad corps” to Venice, and land him at Saint 
Marks Rayres 3 where they extend and expoſe his body to be known of paſſengers. Now behold 
furcher Gods miraculous providence, in the diſcovery and finding one hereof: for amongſt the 
numberlc{le number of ſpetators and walkers, who dayly and almoſt hourly frequent and adorn 
that famous Bucſe and incomparable Palace, ic happened that Andrea Souranzz calt lijs eye on this 
dead and iza-wirhered body ; on whom he looks with as much ſtedfaſtneſſc,as curioſftty;as if nature 
had made his living body a part of that dead 3 oras if his hot blood had ſome ſympathy and affinity 
with that of the dead perſonage,which long fince the coldnefle of the Sea had congealced and frozen 


bur at laſt cſpying a red ſpor in his neck (under his right car) that he brought itito the world with / 


him, and which all the influence and vertue of the water of the Sea had not power to deface arid 

waſh away 3 as alſo obſerving a wart over his left cye-lid, which Nature had given his birth; arid 

his youth his age 3 he paſſionately crics out before the world, that ic is the body of his Uncle, 
Pignicr Jenan Baptiſta Sourauza : (o itis vilited by his Parents and Friends; and known'to be the 

tan, they carried him toan adjoyning houſe, and-there diveſting ir naked, find'that he hath 
iMCyerall wounds in his body, cither of a Sword or Ponyard, which gives matter of talkey and 
—— cauſc of admiration in all the City. So they bury him. honourably according ro'his 
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his monrnfull death : bur eſpecially his Wite Viforina, who having formerly plaid the Strumpet, 
then the Murtherefſ:, now takes on the mask, and afſumes the repreſentation of an Hypocritez out=- 
wardly ſceming to dye tor ſorrow, when God, and her foul ulcerated conſcience knows, that in- 
wardly her hact leapt for joy, thus to be depriv'd and freed of her old Husband. Yea, ard the 
moreto blear che eyes, and eclipſe the judgement of the world, tor caſting the leaſt ſhadow of fi1- 
ſpicion on her for this unnaturall murther , ſhe and her whole Family take on black and mourning 
Attire, and for her ſelf in two moneths after,never gocs forth her houſe,cxcept to the Church where 
her Husband was buried : where her Hypocrifie is ſo infinitly tcigned, and difſembling, that ſhe is 
often obſerved ro bedew and wath his Tombe with tears; but theſe Crocodle tears of hers, and theſe 
her falf: and treacherous forrows ſhall not avail her z for although Gods divine and facred Majeſty 
be mercifull in his Juſtice, yet he is ſo juft in mercies, as ncirher the politique fecrecie of 8; ports:s, 
nor the Hypocriticall ſorrows of Vidorina, for this cruel] Murther, ſhall goe either unmasked or 
unpuniſhed , but in their due appointed time , they ſhall be brought forth in their colaurs, 
and made publick Examples, as well of infamy , as deſtruttion for the ſame : the manner 
is thus: 

The deceaſed Seignior Fouvan Souraza hath a younger Brother, named Seignior Hierozymo Soru- 
raxza who having caretully and curiouſly obſerved, that his Sifter-in-Law Vi&orina, never per= 
fc&ly nor dearly loved his Brother her Husband, and that ſhe was never fo familiar, nor dutifull to 
him, as it bchoov'd her, during the term of her Marriage , which partly he attributed tothe diſpa- 
rity of their years, in reſpet% of the frozenneſle of his age, and the heat and ftreſhnefe of her youth , 
He began vehemently to tuſp:C& herof this Murther, which he often revoly'd and ruminatcd in his 
mind, as if the ſuggcſtion and perſwafion thereof, not only bore probability,bue truth with it : to 
which end, as the aff:&ion of a truc Friend (much more of a Brother) ſhould pafſe beyond the 
Grave, and not remain intomb'd, and buricd in the duft thereof, he is reſolv'd to put his beſt wits 
and invention upon the tenter-hooks, todiſcover and reveal the ſame; to which end, he becaks 
with Viforina's Gentlewoman, who waited on her in her Chamber, and who indeed was his own 
Neece Fetcia, ro know what Gentlemen chiefly frequented her Lady. Felicia informs her Uncle, 
that Seignior Sypontns is many nights with her, that there is much affeRion and familiarity between 
them, and that he ſends her many Letters. Her Uncle glad of rhisglimmering light, which hc hopes 
will producea greater and perfeRter, conjures her to intercept ſome of his Letters, for the more cf= 
fetuall diſcovery of his Brother, and her LIncles death. So Felicia promiſeth her beſt care and fi- 
delity hercin, and ſhortly effeeth it : for in few dayes after, being ſent by her Lady Vi&erina to a 
Casket of hers, to fetch her a new pair of Romiſþ Gloves, ſhe opening an Ivory Box, therein finds a 
Letter, which ſhe reads, and fecing it figned by Sypoztus, ſhe thinks itno fin to be falſeto her Lady, 
and true to her Uncle, and ſo very ſecretly and fately ſends it him 3 which indeed was the very Let- 
ter we have formerly ſeen and read; andinow is his jealouhic and ſuſpition confirm'd. So vowing 
and ſacrificing revenge to his dead and murthered Brother, away he goes to three chicf Judges ef 
the fourty, who fit on criminall cauſes, and very paſlionatly accuſeth Sypuntus and Viforina for 
the Murther, committed on the perſon of his Brother $S = Fouan Baptifta Souranza, at Scaz 
whercupon they are both committed priſoners, but ſcqueſtred in ſeverall Chambers. Sypoxtus is 
firſtexamined, then VidGorina ; they both very conftantly deny the Murther,and with many ſugred - 
words, and ſubtill evaſtons, intimate and inſinuate, their innocencies.thercin : fo the next day the 
Judges produce Sypextus his own Letter; the fight whereof cxtremely afflictech and vexeth him; but 
he is conſtant in his denyall, and rcſolutc in that conſtancy, and fo takes on a brazen face, and with 
many aſſeverations and imprecations, again and again denies it, averring it is not his hand, but a 
meer impoſture and inyention of his enemies, who have counterfeited it, purpoſely to procure his 
ruine and deftru&ion 3 yet inwardly to himſelf he fearcth all is diſcovered,and that there is no meang 
left him to eſcape death, whoſe image and form he now too apparently and fatally ſees before his 
cycs. So he is ſent back to his Priſon, and his Judges in the ##ter;im conſult on his Fat ; where he 
is no ſooner arrived, but bolting his Chamber privatcly to himſelf, he conſidering that either 7;= 
fGorinay or ſome for her, had betrayed him by his own Letteryhe in bitter fury of choler and paſſion, 
throws away his hat, now croffcth his arms, and then beats his breaft, and ftamping with his fecr, ar 
laſt very low to hini{elf bandeth forth theſe ſpeeches, 

Andis ir poflible, that I muſt now loſe my life through Vi&orina her folly and treachery, into 
whoſc hands | repos'd both my ſecrets and it? Have I done what I have done for her ſakezand is this 
thercquitall ſhe gives me ? And fith there is no other witncflc, muſt mine own Letter be producer? 
in Jaftice againſt mc ? What will Inotdo 2 What have I notdone for her ſake? Wo is me, tho'f - 
ſhould live to be rewarded withthis monſtrous and inhumane ingratitude 3 when for ſorrow ad 
indignation, not able to contain himſelf, he takes Pen and Paper, and writes 1/3Gorina this aſu- 


ing Letter. ce TU 


- © 


Hiſt. VI A $ ypontns and Uidorina« 


SYPONTUS to VICTORINA. 


S it poſcible that thy afſeftion to me hath been all this while feigned, and that thou, whom I truſted with 
| my ſecrets, art now become the only woman of the world to betray me ? I have hazarded my life for 
thy ſake, and muſt I now be ſo unfortunate aud wretched, to loſe it through thy treachery ? When I Bore 
matters with ſuch care and ſecreſie, that no witneſſe whatſoever could be produced ag ain't me, muſt mine 
own Letter, which was ſa{e'y delivered thee, be brought forth to convict me of my crime, and ſo to incur 
death, which otherwiſe T had avoided ? Is this the reward of my love ? Is this thy recompence of my af- 
{ection ? O ViRorina, Victorina! Such is my tender eſteem of thy ſweet youth, and beauty, that had I 
i1:joyed a thouſand lives, I would have reputed my ſelf happy,to have loſt the for thy ſake and ſervice : 
a4 having but one, wilt thou be ſs cruell to deprive me thereof ? But that my loyalty and my affection may 
thine in thy malice, take this for thy comfort, that as I have ever lid, ſo I will now dye thy true Ser- 


vaxt and faithfull Lover. 


SYPONTLUS. 


But obſerve here the errour of Sypontus his judgement 3 for whiles he imputes it to Victoring's 
treachery, that this his Letter will occafion his death , he is ſo irreligious and impious, as he looks 
not up to Heaven, to conſider that the dereCtion thereof proceeds trom Gods immediate finger and 
providence. No, No. For the devill yet holds his choughrs fo faft captivated and intangled in the 
fnares of Vectorina's beaury, as he hath nor yet the grace to look from his crime, to his rep-ntance g 
nor conſequently from Earth ro Heaven : bur like a prophane Libertine and uncegenerarcd perſon, 
being within a ſmall point of cimencer his end, he yer thinks not of his foul, nor of Ged, bt only 
dallics away the remainder of his hours, in the mifecrable contemplation of his fond affc&tion and 
beaftly ſenſuality. 

By this time Victoring hath receiv'd his Letter ; at thenews and reading whereof, ſuch is the paf- 
fion of her frenzy, which ſhe (though unjuſtly) terms Jove , that ſhe is all in tears,fighs, and laments 
able cxclamations ; ſhe knows it impoſſible for any other of the world to be the revealer of Sypontus 
his Letter, but only her Maid Felicia, whom in her uncharitable revenge,ſhe curſeth to the pit .of 
hell: bat that which addes a greater torment to her torments, and a more ſcnſible degree of affli= 
Aion to her miſerable ſorrows, is, to ſce that her Sypontys (whom by many degrees ſhe loves farre 
dearer than her life) finiſterly ſuſpeReth her fidelity roward him; yea fo farce, as he not only calls 
her aff:ftion but her treachery in queſtion : and this indeed ſeems to drown her in her tears. Bat 
yet notwithſtanding ſo fervent is her love towards him), as the fear of death'draws her to a refolu< 
tion of her own : ſo if Sypontus dye,the vows ſhe will be her own accufer, and ſonor live, bur dye 
with him. Strange effc&ts of love, or rather of folly, fith love being irregular, and raking falſe 
objes, (in its true charafter) is not love, bur oy : ro which end, calling for Ink and Paper, ſhe 
bicterly weeping, indites and ſends him theſe few lines, in anſwer of his. 


VICTORINA tw SYPONTUS. 


IWere the moſt wretched and ingratefulleſt Lady of the world, yea a Lady who ſhould not when deſervs 

either to ſce or live in the world, if Viftorina ſhould any way prove treacherous to Sypontus, who bath 
fill been ſo true and kand to her. * But beleeve wie, Dear Sypontus, and I ſpeak in the preſence of God, 
zepon perill of my ſonl, I am as innocent as that witch,that devill, my MaidFelicia is guilty of the produ- 
cing of thy Letter 3 which I fear will prove thy death, and rejoyce that in it, it ſhall likewiſe prove mine. 
For to clear my ſelf of ingratitude and treachery,as T have lived, fo I will dye with thee z thatt as we mittu= 
al.y participated the joyes of life, ſo we way the torments of death : for althongh thy Letter accuſe me not 
of my hu:band Souranza's Murther,yer that my affe#tion may ſhine in my Leyalty,& that in my affettion, T 
will not ſurvive, but dye with thee, for I will accuſe my ſelf to my Judges, not only as acceſſary, but as 
Author of that Murther : and this reſolution of mine I write thee with tears, and will ſhortly ſeal it with 
13 blood. | " 


VICTORINA. 


Sypontus, in the middeſt of his perplcxities,and ſorrows, receives this Letter from Vi@orine, the 
ſweernel(s of whoſe aff:Rion and conftancy, much revives his joy, and comfortech him. For now her 
innocency defacerh his ſuſpicion of her ingratitude and treachery :* and wirhall he plainly ſecs, and 
truely believes, that ir was Felicia, not Vidtorina, who broughr this Letter to Light. Bur _— 
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deſcends to the latter part of herLetrer, and finds her refolution to dye with him, then he condemng 
his former errour in taxing her, and in requital}, loves her ſo tenderly ard dearly, that he vows he 
will be fo farre from acculing her, as acceflary of her Husbands Murther, as both the Rack, and his 
dcath hall clear and proclaim her innocency. Had the ground of theſe fervent and reciprocalt af. 
f:Xions of Viforina and Sypontus, been laid in vertue, as they were in vice; or in chaſtity, and not 
in Juſt and adultery, they would have given cauſe to the whole world, as juſtly ro praiſe, as now to 
_ them, and then to have been as ambitious of their imitation, as now of their contempt and 
cteſtation, 

So Sypontus (as before) having fully and definitively reſolved not to accufe, but to clear Victorinz 
of this Marther, as alſo that ke would dye alone,and leave her youth and beauty to the injoying © 
many more earthly pleaſure , he expecting hourly to be fent for before his Judges, to lit upon his 
torment or death, thinking himſelf bound both in aff:Ction and honour, to ſignifie Victoriza his 


pleaſure herein, he craves his Jaylors abſcnce,and with much affeCtion and paihon, writes her this 
his laſt Letter : . 


SYPONTUS to VICTORINA 


Weet Victorina, thy Letter hath given me ſo full ſatisfaction, as T repent me of my raſh credulity con- 

:erved againſt thy affection and conſtancy, and now lay the fault of the di ſcovery of my Letter, whereit 
is, and ought to be, on Felicia, not on thy ſelf. It is with a ſorrowful!, but true preſage, that 1 ſore-lee, my 
life haitens to her period : the Rack is already prepared for my torments, and I hourly expect when I ſhall 
be fetch't to receive them, which for thy ſake I will imbr ace and ſuffer, with as much conſtancy as patie nce- 
I will deny mine ow'n guiltineſſe the firſt time, but not the ſecond: but in my torments and death I will ac- 
quit thee of thine, with as true a reſolution, as earth expects to loſe mezand I hope to find Heaven, There- 
fre by all the bonds of love and affection that ever hath been between us, Tfirit pray, then conjure thee to 
change thy reſolution, and to ſtand on thine innocence. For if thou wilt, or deſireſt to gratifie me with thy 
laſt affection and courteſie at my death , let me bear this one content ai:1 Joy ro my grave, that Vigorina 
will live for Syponcus his ſake, though Sypontus die for bers. 


STPONTUS, 


He had no ſooner ſent away this his Letter to Victoriza, but he himfclf is ſent for to appear before 
his Judges, who upon his ſecond cxamination and denyall, adjudged him to the Rack ; which he 
indarcth with admirable paticncec and conſtancy. Yea, he cannot be drawn to confeſle, but ftands 
firm in his denyall, and not only clears himſclf,but alſo acquits Victorina, Hieronymo Souranza doth 
notwithſtanding carneftly follow and folicite the Judges, and God, out of his immenſe mercy and 
profound providenceyfo ordaincth, that their conſciences ſuggeſt and prompt them, that .Sypontus is 
the Aﬀor of this execrable Murther. Wherefore the next day they adminifter him double torment; 
when lo, his reſolution and ſtrength failing him, he achnamialoth the Letter his, and confefſeth is 
was himfclt that had murthred Seigniour | Baptiſta Souranza ;. but withall proteſteth conſtant= 


Iy,that Victorias is innocent, and no way accefſiry hereunto. The Judges rejoyce at Sypoxrtus his con- 


tcſſion, as much as they gricve at the foulnefſe of his fact : and ſo, although they were alſo defirous 
to hang him, yet conſidering he was a Vexetiau Gentleman, (and conſequently had a great voice in 
the great Counſcll of the Sergniory) they adjudge him the next day to loſe his head, betwxit the two 
Columns at Saint Marks Place, and fo for that night ſend him back to his priſon,to prepare himſelf 
to dyc. Sypontus is no ſooner departed from them, but they conſult on Victorina, whether ſhe were 
uiley, or innocent of her Husband Souranza's Murther ;but they differjin opinion z ſome would 
Fkewiſe have her racked, bur others of them more adviſed and modceRt, reply,that Sypontus his Let= 
ter intimated only his afteCtion to Victorine, but no way her malice to her dead husband Souranze, 
nor that ſhe was any way guilty or acceffary to his Murther 3 fo they reſolve to forbear her, and noc 
to put her to.the torment, except -oarup accuſe her at his Execution. Now the very nighe that he 
was to dyc the nexx morn, he infinitely defires his Jaylor to permit him to conferre with Victorina, 
and to rake his laſt leave of her, which is denyed him, as having received command from Authority 
to the contrary, whereat extremely grieving, he is called away by ſome Divines, whom the charity 


of that graye Senate ſend him, to prepare and dirc his ſoul in her paſſage and tranſmigration co 


Heavecn.So palling the night in tears and prayers for the foulneſſe of his crime,the morn being come, 
and nine x. the clock ſtrucken, he is brought to the Scaffold,where a world of people concurre and 
flock from all parts of the City, to ſce this wretched and unfortunate Gentleman att the laſt Scean 
and part of his life upon this infamous Theater, Here Sypontrs freely confeficth his foul Murthes 
of Soxrauza, butis yct ſo vain and wretched, as he takes it to his dearh, that Victorix, is abſolutely 


innocent 
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——— hereof: heſcems to be very repentant and ſorrowtull for all his fins in generall, and for 
this Murther in particular, | | 
For cxpiation and reward hercof, his head is ſevered from his body ; a! jnſt recompence and pu- 
niſhment for ſo vicious and bloody a G:ntleman, who edhering to adultery more than chaſtity, to 
revenge than charity, and to the Devil than God,forgor himſelt ſo farce, as to commirthis cx :cable 
and lamentable Murthecr. : 
Now, the order and Decorum of our Hiſtory,leads us from dead Sypuntus, to living 1 1orina,who, 
I know not whether more grieved at his death,or rejoyced, that on the Rack and Scaffold he hath 
acquicted her of her Hus bands Murther. In a word, it is remarkable co behold the vanity and incon- 
Rancy of this feraale Monftcr 3 for contrary to her vows, and repugnant to her Letters and rears, Sy 
poxtus is no ſooner dead, but her affeRtion towards him dyes with him : yea, his blood is ſcarce {o 
ſooh cold, as her zzal and fricnd{hip; for ſhe now holds it a pure folly to caft away her youth and 
life, if ſhe may preſerve the one, and fave the others and therefore reſolves to try her beſt art and 
wit, to make her innocency paſſ: current with her Judges 3 yca, fo defirous and ambitious is he ro 
live, as her female heart hath drawn on this maſculine fortitude and gencrofity, that if occaſion Pre- 
ſent, ſhe will conſtantly both out-dare and our-brave the crorments of the Rack, thereby to Prevent 
her death. | 
| Some three daycs after Syportns was executed, the Judges again fic and conſult on iftorina, bue 
finding no evidence nor witneffe to accuſe her, thy ar ficlt are of opinionto diſcharge and free her; 
only they deemic requiſiteto terrifie, but not to torment her with the Rack, before they give hec 
her liberty, whereunto chey all agree. So they ſend tor her, and threaten her with the Rack : bur 
ſhe vows, that all the torments of the world (hall never inforce her to confefſe an untruth, and that 
ſhe never had the leaſt ſuſpicion that Sypontus was guilty of this execrable Murther of her husband - 
her Judges will not yer beleeveher; ſo they cauſe her to be carried to the Rack,whereunto ſhe ve 
cheerfally and paticncly permits her ſelf co be faftencd, bidding the Executioner do his worſt; which 
conſtancy of hers, her Judges ſccing and hearing, they, in pitty and commilſcration, as well of her 
outh and beauty, as to her deſccnr, and the tears and prayers of vencrable old Bera!ldi her Father. 
cauſe her to be looſed, and ſo in open Court acquit and diſcharge her. IG 
H:re we ſee this wretch.d Courtizan Uidorine acquitted of her Judges for her hnzbands Marther, 
ſo as triurnphing more in her good fortune, than her innocency, ſhe now thinks the ftorm of her 
niſhment paſt and orc-blown, and that no future can poſhble be reſerved for her, or ſh: for it: bur 
bo hopes will deceive her : for although ſhe have made her peace with Earth, yet ſhe hath not with 
Heaven ; and alchough ſhe have deluded the cycs of ker Judges, yet ſhe ſhall not choſe of God z bur 
when his appointed hour, and her due time is come; then her crimes and fins, her adultery and mur- 
ther,ſhall draw down vengeance from Heaven to her confulton. In the mean time we ſhall fee this 
Monſtcr, and diſgrace of her Sex, make ſuch bad uſe of her former danger, as ſhe will again adde 
blood to blood, and Murchcr ro Murther : but God will reſerve nor only the rod of his wrath for 
her corre&ion, bur the full viols of his indignation for her confuſion ; as the ſcquell will ſhew 
thee - | TI 
Six moneths are ſcarce paſt, ſince the Murther of her Husband Souranza, and the Exccution of 
her Enamorato Sypontus, bur ſhe hath alrcady quite forgotten theſe two mourntull and tragicall ac- 
cidentsz and which is more, ſhe isfo frolick and youthful, as the hath thrown off her mourning at- 
tire, and drawn on her rich apparell, and glittering Jewells, whereof the curiolity of the noblee 
fort of Gentlemen and Ladics of the City take cxaGt obſeryation z and alchough Bereldi and Lucie, 
her Father and Mother, herein tax her of her indiſcretion and immodeſty, yet the thinks. her 
If exempt of their commandy, | therefore will do it, out of the ambitious privitege of her 
own ancontrolable authority and wiltulnefſe. Befides, her thoughts arc fo yourhtull, and her car- 
riage ſo light, az notwithſtanding ſhe came (as it were?) but new from burying of her firſt husband, 
yer ſhe is reſolved wirhour delay, ro have afccond 3 her Father and Mother check her of levity and 
uncivilicy in imbracing this reſolution, but ia vain; forher impudency returns them this immiodeft = 
anſwer, that ſhe will not trifle away her time, but marry, They adviſc her to becautious,and todo! 
nothing raſhly in this her ſecond match, that the misforcunc and ſcandall of her firft may no more 
refle& on het. But ſhe will make choyce of her ſelf by the eyes of her youth, and not by thoſe of their 
age 3 by thoſe of her own fancy, and not by thee of their ele&tion. Her Husband Sopranza died rich, 
both in Lands and Monics, and his Widow V:@orize, without any oppolicion, injoyecth all ::{o the 
necds not look out for Suters, forthere are Gallants enow who ſue and ſeck her ; but of themall, he 
whom ſhe beſt and chiefly aff:Ctcth, is own Seigniour Loudovicus Fuſſinoga very neatand proper young” 
Gentleman of the City, rich, and well deſcended 3- his parents and kinſmen for the moſt part being 
Clariſsimoes and Senators,and all of them Gentlemen of Venicez and him Vigorinadefires, and re» 
ſolves to make her Husband, grounding her chiceſt reaſon and affeRXion on this reſolution and foan-" 
| dation >. 
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dation, that as Sourarza was too old for her, ſo Faſsino was young enough, and therefore fit to be 
her Husband, and ſhe his Wife, meaſuring him wholly by his exteritor perfonage, and not ſo much 
az once prying cither into his Vices or Vertues. Faſsino, who carricd a vicious and pernicious 
heart under a pleaſing geſture and tongue, and loving Victorina's wealth more than her beauty, ob- 
ſerving her aff:ion and reſpe& to him, ſeeks, courts, and wins her. Her parents underftanding here 
of, as alſo that F aſsino is a vicious and deboſhr Gentleman, with all their poſlible power and au- 
thority, they ſcck ro divert their daughter from him. Burt ſhe is deaf to their requeſts,and reſolved, 
that as ſhe followed the ſtream of their commands in her fic{t Match, ſo ſhe will now the current of 
her own pleaſures and affeCtions in this her ſeeond : and fo, to the wonder of Venicegand the grief of 
all her parents and friends, befor: the had above ten dayes conferred with Faſsine, ſhe marries him, 
But this Match ſhall not ſucceed according to their deſires 3 for Victorina ſhall ſhortly repent it,and 
Faſsino affoon rue and ſmart for it; fith it is a Maxim, that ſudden affeCtions prove ſeldom prof- 
pzrous 3 for if they have not time to ſetle and take root, they arc incident afſyon to fade as flou- 
riſh, eſpecially if they arc contrated and grounded more for luſt than love, and more for wealth 
than vertue. 

The firſt moneth of this Marriage, Fiſsino keeps good correſpondence and obſcrvance with his 
Wife, but thence-forth he breakspale, and rangeth ; for the truth is, although he were but a young 
Gentleman, yet (which is lanientable) he was an old Whore-maſter ; which laſcivious profeſſion 
of his, threatens the ruin, not only of his health, but of his fortune and reputation 3 ſo now, when he 
ſhould be at home, he is abroad, yea, not only by day,bat by night,that upon the whole,YiGorina 
is more a Widdow than a Wite : at which unlook'd and unwiſl'd for news, ſhe not only bircs the 
lip, but very ofcen puts finger in her eye and weeps 3 for it gripes and grieves her at heart, to ſee her 
ſcIf thus (lighted, negleRted, and abuſed by F aſsino, whom, of all the Gallants of the City, the had 
ele&cd and choſen for her husband ; ſhe is infinitely gricved hereat, and yet her grief and forrow 
infinicely exceeds her jcaloufic : and now as gracelef: as ſhe is, ſhe thinks Gcd hath purpoſely ſent 
her this laſcivious Feſs;n0 for her ſecond husband, as a juſt plague and puniſhment, to revenge her 
adultery committed againft Souranzs her firft; ſo, had ſhe had more grace, and lefle vanity and im- 
piety, "a would have made bexecr uſe of this confideration, and not ſo ſoon forgot it, and in it, 

rſclf; 

Now as it is the Nature of Jcaloufic, to have more eyes than Argus, and fo to pry and ſee eyery 
where 3 Vi&@orina, her curiofity, or rather her malice hercin, finds out that her Husband Fafs:n0 fa- 
miliarly frequenteth and uſcth the company of many Courtezans, eſpecially of the Lady Paleriana, 
one of the moſt famous ard repured beautics of Venice : and this news indeed ftrikes her at the ve 
gall with ſorrow and vexation; fainſhe would reform and remedy this vice of her Husband,but how 
ſhe knows not, for ſhe ſees little or no hope to reclaim himyfith he not only tenderly loves Paleriana, 
but which is worſe, ſhe apparently ſees, that for her ſake, he contemns her ſclt and her company 3 for 
when he comes home, he hath no delight in her, but only in his Lute,or Books,which is bur to paſs 
his melancholy, for his Lady Paleriana's abſence, till he again reviſit her 3 ſo as wholly negleGted, 
and as | may truly ſay, almoſt forſaken of her husband, ſhe knows not what to do, nor how to bear 
her ſelf in thoſe Area ſtorms of her grief, and miſerable tempeſt of her jealoufic. But of two dif- 
ferent courſes to reclaim him from this his ſin of Whoredome, ſhe takes the worſt 3 for in ſtead of 
counſelling and diflwading her husband, ſhe torments him with a thouſand ſcandalous and injuri- 
ous ſpeeches : bue this, in ſtead of quenching, doth bur only bring oyl to the flame of his luſt ; for if 
he repaired home to her ſcldome before, now he ſcarce ar all comes neer her ; ſo as ſhe is a Wite, yet 
no Wiſe ; and hath a Husband, yet no Husband 3 but this is not the way to reclaim him, for fair 
ſpeeches and ſweet cxhortations may prevail, when choler cannot. 


And now it is, that this wretched and execrable Lady again aflumes bloody reſolutions againſt 


her ſecond husband, as ſhe had formerly: done again her firſt, vowing that he ſhall dye, ere ſhe will 
live to be thus contemned and abuſed of him 3 yea, her hot love to him is ſo ſoon grown cold, and 
her fervent aff:&ion already ſo frozen, that.now ſhe thinks on nothing elſe but how to be revenged, 
and toberid ofhim; and is ſo impious and gracelefle, as ſhe cares not how, nor in what manner 
ſoever ſhe ſend him from this world to another : for the devili hath drawn a reſolution from her,or 
rather ſhe from the devill, that here he ſhall not much longer live. Good God ! what an impious 
and wretched fory of hell, will YVictoriza prove her ſelf here on carth? for the blood and life of one 
husband cannot quench the thirſt of her luft and revenge, bur ſhe muſt and will imbrue her hands in 
that of two z as it it were not cnough for her totrot, but that ſhe will needs gallop and ride poaſt to 
hell. O what pity is it, to ſeea Lady ſo wretched and execrable ! O what an execrable wretched- 
nefſe is it, to ſee a Lady ſo inhumane, and ſo devoyd of pitty ! But the Devill is ftrong with her, be- 
cauſe her faith is weak with God; therefore ſhe will advance, {he will not retire in this her bloody 
defign and reſolution, Wherefore we ſhall ſhortly ſee Faſsins his Adultery punifhed with death, BY 
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Hiſt, VI, Sypontns and Vidorina. Gs 


his witc Vidtorina's revenge 3 and this marther ofhers juſtly rewarded and revenged \ with « he punillz- 


ment of her own : che bloudyer our ations are, the ſeverer Gods judgements , and the ſharper his - 


revenge will bee. | 


Ot all ſorts and __ of inhamane and violent deaths , this wretched Lady Viftorina thinks | 


poyſon the ſureſt, and yer the moſt ſecret ro diſpatch her,hu:band. This invention came immecdiatly 
from the devill , and is onely praQtiſcd by his members, of which numb-rihe will d fperatcly and 
damnably make herſelf one : her luſt and revenge , like miſerable Advocates, and fata!l Orators,per- 


ſwade her to thisexecrable attempt, wherein by cuctirig off her husbands lite , thz (hall find thac ſhe- 


lixewiſc caſts away her own. . So neither Grace nor Nature prevailing , ſhe ſends tor an Apothecary, 
named Augujtino; and when ſhe hath conjured, and he'promiſed his ſecrecic, ſhe acquaints hitn, that 
her new husbandF afino keepsCourteſans to her noſe,&daily and hourely offreth her many other in+ 
ſupportable abuſes and diſgraces; in requitall and revenge whereof ihe is reſolved ro.poyſon him,and 
praycs him to undertake and perform it, and that ſhe will reward him with three hundred Zeckines 
tor his labour. | ee ES 27 UN | KO fo $32 Wa. FRIED 
Of all profeſſions and facultics,there are good and bad; Auguſtino loves God toowell,herein to obey 
che devil ; hc hath coo much grace, to be ſo impious and graecleficy and vowes , that he will not buy: 
gold at ſodcar a rate, as the price of blond ; ſo az a good Chriſtian, and true child of God , henor 
onely refaſeth Vittorina's motion and proffer, bur in religious terms ſeeks to divert and perſwade 
er from this her bloudy atrempr. But ſhe js reſolute in her malice , and wilfull in her revenge, 'and 
therefore will perform ic her ſelf, fith this Augyiro will not: fo (by a ſecond hand) ſh: procures: 
poyſon from a ftrange Empericky whereof the City of Venice , more than orhers of Iraly , aboundeth: 
fo ſhe onely-waits for an opportunity , which very ſhortly , though , alas , too to ſoon , preſents ic 


Ul 


Tris impoſſible that Faſino his difſolutelife , and extreme acboling can keep him long from ficks 
nefſe ; for this puniſhment is alwayes incident and hereditary to that finne. He complaines thereof to 
his wifc Vidorine, who receives this newes rather with gladneſſc, than commiſcration and pitic zand 
ſo taking his bed, he prayes her to make him ſome comfortable hot broath for his ſtomack : which: 
newes ſhe hears, and embraceth inwardly with joy, outwardly with diſdain, For albcic ſhe laycs' 
hold of this opportunity to poyſon him, yet ſhe difſembles her malice 3 and the better ro colour her 

villany , becauſe ſhe knowes it the ſmoother and ſhorter way to be reven ped in poyL{oning him , ſhe: 
will.not make the broath her ſelf, but commands her maid Felicia to doe it, ( of whom wee have: 
former!y ſpoken, in the diſcovery of Sypoxtys his Letter to her Unkle Hieronymo Seuranta) which: 
treacherous office of hers, our malicious and devilliſh Vidorine her Lady and miſtrefle, hathi now a. 
plot in her head, to requite with an execrable and hellifh recompence : for while Feliciz is boyling 

of the broath , her Lady Victorina trips to her chamber and cloſer, and fercherh our the pouihu , in» 

veloped in a paper, whereof ſhe takes rwo parts and brings down with her , and whilcs ſhe had pur-- 
poſely ſent Felicia trom the fire , ſhe runs. and throwes it into the broath , which tor the preſent no 

whit altered the colour thereof: ſo Faſſinocalling for it, this poor innocent gentlewoman Feliciz , 

(not ſuipcRting or dreaming of poiſon) gives it him , which (as ignorant therof) he ſups up; and 

this was about nine or ten of the clock in the morning. | En ge IT vs 

. Now whiles Felicia is aftipg this mournfull Tragedic in Fa;ſixo bis chamber, her Lady / iGoring is 

ating another in hers; for ſhe takes the other third part of the poyſon, and ſecretly opening Felicias: 
crunk,purs ic intoa painted box which ſhe found therein,and ſo locks it againghoping(though inde. d 

with a wretched and helliſh hope) that her husband being dead ,. his body op:ned,, and the poyſon 


found in her trunk, (he,would give out that Felicia had poyſoned him with broath that morn, & this 


found in her cheſt, wquld make her gujlcy of the murther 3 for the which ſhe knew ſhe mult needs die, 
Sce, ſec,the devilliſhdouble malice of this wretched Lady Victorina, as wel to her husband Fasſino,as: 
her mayd Felicia | Bur as fincly as the devil hath taught her to ſpinthe thread of this her maliceand 

revenge, yet though her plot have taken effe& and hold of her husband , neverthele(s ſhe ſhall in the! 
end fail ofhers to innocent Felicia ; in the interim, though to the cyes of the world it ſcem at firſt to 
kacceed according to her defires by the by ,. yet it ſhall not in the main : but that murther, and this 

treaſon of Victorixa ſhall nor go long cither undete&ted, or unpuniſhed. | 

- Thispoyſon wocking in Fasfino 


icics, ſo as his trengrh failes him , his red checkes already Jook pale and earthly , and his body in» 


her to ſend for his parents & friends to be preſent at this death, for liyc he could nor. Victorina, like a 
diſſ:mblin2ſh:-devil , rcars her hayr for anger, and for meer ſorrow ſeems ro drown her If in her. 


* 


is ſtomacke and body , begins by degrees to cut off his vitall- © 


{ 2 
fnicely ſwels : he cals for his wife Victorina, who with all haſte and expedition tek her ſecretly, thag /* 2 
he fears, Felicia hath poyſoned him with the broath ſhe gave him in the morning; andſo requeſteth *' - 


fears at this news, kifſech and fawncs on her husband, and in all poſſible haſte ſengs away of all lides 
0 


r his kinsfolkes and friends , who haſtily repair thicher , and finde Fasſino almot _Y 
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they » with tearcs, inquire his ſicknefſ: when with open voice his wife 1ictorina Cryes Out » that 
her wretched maide Felicia had with broath, that morn, poyloned him ; wh ich F aſſino his m2mory 
and tongue yet ſerved him to confeſſz and averre, word for word, as his VV it: V iciorma had related 
them : whereat they are all ſorrowſall ,and weep , and then ancl chere cauſe Felitia wo be apprehend= 
ed and ſhut faſt in a Chamber 3 who (poor harwlcſs young Gentlewoman) is amazcd at the terrour 
and ftrangencſle of this newes, and crics out and weepes ſo bitterly, as ſhz ſcemes to melt herſelf into 
tears, only ſhe knowes her ſelf innocent, and yet fares that this malice and rcv:nge procceds to her 
from her Lady Viforina. Whites Felicia 18 thus under ſure keeping, her Nafter F: tao Ayes : which 
newes is ſoon difperſcd and divulged abroad » to the griet and admiration of the whole City. The 
next mornthe criminall Judg:s are advertized hereof , who rcpair to Faſſizo his houſe , who by this 
time js dead, and there ſee his brearhlefle carcaſſc , which they ordain to be op:ned : the poyſon Is 
apparently found on his ſtomack, in its naturall priſtine colour ; when cxamining firſt Faſſino, then 
V:Qorina's Parents , they report Faſſino his own words uttercd a li ule betore his death, that Felicis 
had that morn poyſoned him with broath : which 18 averrcd by Vidtorina , who faith , ſhz ſaw her 
give it him. SO they ſ:nd away poor Fel:cta to priſon, bur yer with a vehcment ſuſpition, that this 
oyſoned arrow came out of Viorina her own quiver, which they the ſooner belceve, in reſpe&of 
bir former troubles , and ſuſpirions for the murther of her tirtt husband Souranza, :v0 the Judges 
return and b:take themſelves, that very inſtant , totheir Tribunal) of }:iftice, in the Dukes Palace of 
Saint Marke , where they ſend tor Felcra , who is broughtihem , unaccompanied of any : for as 
misfortune would, both her Vkle Elieronymo, and her Couti1 Andrea S ouranza, werethen at Corfu, 
imploycd in ſome publick affairs for the Sergnory. The Judges cxamine Felicia, concerning the 


broath and poyſon ſhe gave her Maſter, Sh- bitterly fighing and weepirig, conicflerh the broath, bat 


d:nics the poyſon 3 vowing by ner part and hope of heaven, {he never touched nor knew what poy- 
ſon was, and &cfircd no favor ot them, it it were found or proved againſt her 3 withall, ſhe acquaints 
them, that ſhe feaces it is a trick of malice and revenge, clapt on her by her Lady Goring, tor the 
diſcovery of Sypontus his L:tter. And to ſpeak truth, the Judges in their hearts partly adhere and 
concurr withher in this opinion : they demand her whether her Lady Vidorina tonched this broath, 
either by the fire, or the bed? She, according to the truth, anſwer's, that to her knowledge or fight, 
ſh2 touched it not, nor no other but her {c1f. So they ſend her again to priſon , and return ſpeedily 
to Faſſizo his houle 3 where committing Vi&orina to a ſurc guard , they aſcend her chamber and 
cloſ-r, ſearch all her trunk?, caskets and boxer, for poyſon , bur find none : and the like they do to 
Felicia's trunks, which thzy break open, ſh: having the Key 3 and In a box find a quantity of the ſame 
poyſon , whereby it was apparent ſhe abſolutely poyſoned her Maſter Faſſino. TO8 Jargon having 
thas found out and revealed, as they thought, the true author of this murther , they deſcend, again 
examine Viforina, and fo acquit her. Poor Felicia is advertiſed hercof 3 whercat ſhe is amazed and 
aſtoniſh:d, and thinkes that ſore witch or devill caft it therefor her defirution. She is again ſent: 
for before her Judges , who produce the poyfon tound in her trunk : ſhe denies both the poyſon and 
the murther , with many fighes and teares : ſo they adjudge her to the rack , which torment ſhe ſufo 
fereth with much patience and conftancy 3 notwithſtanding , her Judges conſidering that ſhe made 
and gaveF«ſino the broath, that none touched it but herſelf, that he dicd of it, and that they found 
the remainder of the poyſon in her trunk , they think her the murtherer ; ſo they pronounce .ſen= 
tence , that the ncxr morne ſhe ſhall be hanged at Saint Markes place. She poor ſoul is returned to 

zr priſon ; ſhe bewailes her misfortune thus to dic, and be caſt away innocently , taxing her Judges 
_ of injuſtice, as her ſoul is ready to anſwer it to God. | 

All Venice pratleth of this craell murther committed by this young Gentlewomanzbut for her La- 
dy Vidorina , (hce triumphsand laughslike a Gypſey , to ſee how with one ſtone ſh:e hath given two 
ſtrokes, - and how one poor drugyhath freed her this day of her husband Faſſino, and will tomorrow 
of Felicia , of whom ſhe rejoyceth in her ſelf , that now ſhe hath cryed quittance for the diſcovery 
of Sypontus his Letter , which procured his death: but her hopes may deceive her, or rather the de» 
vill will deceive both her and her hopes too. How true or falſe, righteous or finfull our aftions bee 
God in his due time will make them appear in their naked colours, and reward thoſe with glory , 
and theſe with ſhame. 

The next morne, according tothe laudable cuſtome of Venice , the mourners of the Seigniory ac 
company our ſorrowfull Fel:cia to the —30 of execution, where ſh: modeſtly aſcended the ladders 
* withmutch ſilence pznfiveneffc and affliction : at the fight of whoſe youth and beauty , moſt of that 
grear infinitie of SpeCtators cannor refraine from tcares, and commiſcrating and pirying , that ſo 
ſwcet a young Gentlewoman ſhould come to ſo infamous and untimely a death. When Felicia lifting 
up her hands , and ercC&ing her cycs and heart towards heaven , ſhe bricfly ſpeakes to this effect : She 
takes heaven and earth to witnefſ>, that ſhe is innocent of the poyſoning ofher Maſter Faſino , and 


ignorant how that poyſon ſhould be bronght into her Trunk; that as her knowledge cannot __ 
o her 


= as Sz Ai 4 «4 4 — — a oO —— aw a At ._ a —Y PING Pane 


e_ mw Yu ws am ow il. - aaa $—c 


py m_ny © py_—_ P—_ ay 


pms many 
wah 


þ->) 


. he: demandsof thoſe nexc by him , what ſhe was, and her crime: when being anſweted', thar hee 
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Hitt. VII, Sypontns and Cidorind, 
ſo her Cunſcience will noc acquic her Lady V2Qorina of that faft, onely th: leaves che deeeRion and 
judgement thereof to God that being ready to forſake the world , fith the world is reſolved to for- 
fake h:r , ſh: as much triawp's in her innocency, as grieves at her misfortane 2 and thae fhe nia 
not only appear in Earth , but be found in Hzaven: a true Chriftian , ſh-: firſt forgives her Lady 
"iftorina , and h:r Judges, and then beſcecheth Godto forgive her all her {innes , whereanto ſhe 
h:11bly and heartily prayes all that are preſecntzto adde th:ir prayers to hers: and ſo ſhe begins to rake 
off her band, and to prepare het ſelte ro dye. '® 
Now, Chriſtian reader, what humane wiſdom, or earthly capacitic would here conceive or think, 
that there were any ſublunary meanes lefc for this comfortlefſ: Gentlewoman Feliciz, either to hope 
for lite, or co flatter her ſelf that ſh: could avoid death ? Bur loc as the children of God cannor 
fall, becaulſc he is the defender of the innocent, and the proteor of the righteous , therefore we 
ſhall ſ:e to our comforts, and find tro Gods glory , that this innocent young Gentlewoman ſhall be 
miraculouſly freed of her dangers, and punithment, and her invetcrate arch enemy Viforina broughe 
ja her ſtcad , to receive this ſhametull death , in cxpiacion of the horrible murth:r8 of her two huſe 
bands, which God will now diſcover, and make apparent to the eyes of the world : for as the F ryers 
and Nuns prepare Feliciz , to take her laſt farewell of this world, and ſoto ſhut up her life inthe 
direſuil and mournſull Cataſtrophe of her death 3 B:hold , by the providence and mercy of God , 
the Apothecary Auguitino (of whom this our Hiſtory hath formerly made an honeſt and religious, 
meution) arrives frona Cape 1fria , and having lefc his ſhip at Malmocco, lands in a Gondole * 
at Stine Markes ſtayersz when knowing and ſeeing an exccurion towards, he thruſt himſelf iti a- 
mongſt the crowd of people : where beholding fo young and fo fair a Gentlewoman , ready to dye, 
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name was Felicia, a wayting Gentlewoman to the Lady Viorina 5 who had poyſoned her Maſter 
F aſſino; at the very firſt report of the names of ViForina, and her husband Faſſino, Auguſtine his bloud 
faſheth up in his face, and his heart bzgan to beat within him, when demanding if no other were 
acceſſary to this murther , he was informed, that her Lady Vi&orina was vehemently ſuſpe&&cd there= 
of, bur ſhz was cleared, and onely Felicia, this young Gentlewoman found puiltic therofs*which . 
words were no ſooner delivered him , bur God putting into his heartand remembrance, that this 
Lady Yitorina would have formerly ſeduced him for three hundred Zeckines , to have poyſoned het 
husband Faſino, h: confid my bclicving this young Gentlewoman innocent hereof , with all poſſible 
ſpeed , as fatt as his legges could drive, he rus, upto the Southeaſt part of the corner of the Gallery 
of the Dakes Palace , where the officers ſit to'ſee execution done; the which he requeſtethi for thae 
time to ſtop , becauſe he hath ſomething to ſay concerning the murther of Signivur F affine. Where 
upon they call out to the Execationer toforbear : which bred infinit admiration in all che ſpefta- 
tors, as wondering 7 the cauſe and reaſon hereof, when in cqnſtant and diſcreet termes, Auguitino 
informes the Judges, that he thinks Felicia. innocent, and her Lady Vi&orina guiltie of this murther , 
and ſo relates them the manner, time, and place where Vi&orina her ſelfe ſeduced him to poyſon 
her husband Faſo, how ſhe profered him three hundred, Zeckznes to perform it, which he refuſed, 
and to the urmolſt of his power ſought to difſwade her from this bloudy and cxecrable bufincſſe. 
The Judges arc aftoniſhed at the ftrangen:fſc of this news, which they begin confidently to believe g 
and ſo blcfſ: che bour of Auguſtino's arrivall, that hath with-held them from ſpilling the ingocenc 
bloud of Felicia 3 when commanding her from the place of execution , to her priſons they inſtantly 
give order for the Lady ViForina"s apprehenſion , who alrcady had built trophees and triumphs of 
joy in her heart to ſee thatall hep bloudy defignes ſo well ſucceded. But now is the Lords appointed. 
time com: , wherein all her cruel] Murthers , whoredome, treachery , and hypocrific , be 
brought to light and puniſhed: yea, now it ſhall no longer be in her power or in that of the devilly 
her Schoolmaſter and Seducer, either to diminiſh the leaſt part..of her puniſhment , or to adde the 
leaſt moment or point of rime to her life. She is all in tcares at her apprehenſion , but rhey rather 
ing-nder envic, than pitty inher Judges : And fo from the delights and pleaſures of her hoafe, ſhe ig 
baftily conveycd to priſon, | : 
H:c Jadges, in honour tothe facr:d dignity of Juſtice (the Q1zen of Earth; and the daughter of 

H :aven) contront her with Augu/tino , who avers his former depofrtion as conſtantly inher tacc , as 
{h: denics ic impudently in his. Bur this will nor avail her : for now God hath made the proba- | 
bilicizs , or rather the {1zhr of her crime roo apparent. So without any regard to her prayers, tearcyy. ' 

or ex-lamatione, they adjudge her to the Rack, whers rhe tenderncff: of her limbs, the ſharpenefe of 
her rormen:s,bur cfp:cially the griets and pinches of her conſcience make her acquit Felicie, acknows 
ledge Augujtizo his evidence, and condemn her ſclf to be che auchor both of her firſt husgbands tabs 
bing, as alſo her ſeconds poyſoning: bar [0g as much praiſe God for her confeſſton , as they dereft. 
and arc aftoniſh:d acthe talſcneſl: of cheſe her horcible crimes. So with much joy rhey firſt tree inno® 
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to hear-much matter from her , ſhe is very penfive and contemplative, and ſays little , onely ſhe prayes 
Feliciz to forgive ber;-as alſo all the Parents of her two husbands, Souranza and Fa:ſixo, and likewiſe 
of Syponty53bur chicſely ſhe invokesGod her Saviour and Redeemer,to pardon theſc her horrible fins 
* of adulkery-and murther , and beſcecheth all that are preſent to pray for her ſoul ; and fo according 
to her ſentence, ſhe is firſt hang'd and then burnt : whereat all thar great afiluence and concourſe of 
e praiſe the providence and juſtice of god , in cutting off this female monſter and ſhame of her 
ſexe /itorine : whoſe tragicall and mournefull Hiſtory way we all read and remember , with dete- 
Ration, that the example hercof be our forcwarning and caveat , not ro truſt in the deceiveable Juſts 
ofthe fleſh ,and the treacherous tentations of the devill , but to.rely on the mertics and premiſes of 
fits Sign will never fail hiscleCt, bue will affuredly make them happy in their lives, bleſſed in their 
deaths, and conſtantly glorious in their reſurretions. 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying — Ex 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY VI. 


Catalina cauſeth her W aiting-Maid Anfilva two ſeveral times attempt $6-poy ſon her own $; Mp oþ 
wherein failing , ſhe afterwards makes an Emperich , termed CE Naos ber ſaid om 
Catalina is killed with a Thunderbolt, and Sarmiata bang'd for poyſoning Ankilva. Antonio fieales 
Berinthia away by her own conſent ; whereupon her brother Scbaftiano fights with Antonio; aud kils 
him in a Duel. Berinthia in revenge hereof, afterwards murthereth her brother Scbaftiano : Shit frcadhe 
Judged to be immured betwixt two walls , and there languiſheth and dies. IS 

T 7 Ow fooliſhly and.impioufly doth our malice betray our ſelves, or the devil i 
4-4 we maliciouſly betray others 2. for we are as far Gm Grace as Wiſdom, i rare.” 
ther irregular affc&ion, or unlawtul pafon to hale us on to choller, choller to revenge,and revenge 
to Murther. Nay, how cx:mpt arc we of Religion, and devoyd of all Chrifian picty and — | 


when our thoughts arc ſo cclipſed , and our judgements darkened, when our conſciences are ſo: 
filed , and our ſoules ſo polluted with revenge, that the eldeſt Sifter ſeeks to poyſon her younger, * 
and this younger afterwards murthereth her own and-only Brother, becauſe in a Duel he had formers 

{lain her Lover ? Alaſs, alaſs, theſe are bloody accidents, which nor encly fight apgainft Grace, bur 
Nature, not onely againſt Earth, but Heaven, and not only againſt our Souls,buc againſt God. Nei- 

ther are theſe che onely Tragedies that our inſuing Hiſtory: reportcth and relareth ; for weſhall» © 
therein farthcr fec a wretched Waiting-gentlewoman poyſonee by her more wretched Lady and'Mi=$* $. : 
iris, together wichher exccrable Agent, a bloody and graccleſs Empirickz and all juftly revenged, > 4 $8: 
and ſever:ly puniſhed by the ſword of Gods wrath and indignation. Whercin the Chriſtian Readers - 
may obſcrve, as well to Gods glory, as his own conſolation. that never pretended oraftaal- Murs" Y 
thers were cither contrived more ſecretly y perpetrated more'cloſely, deteted more ers, 4 
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puniſhed morc ftrangely and ſeverely ; ſo as if the devil have not fully poſi: our hearts and ſouls,or 
if our thoughts and reſolutions, do yet,retain the leaſt ſpark of Grace and Ch ritianity, we ſhall lye 
their crimes by the fight and fear of cheir puniſhments , reterch our wandering and crroneous ſenſes 
from hcll to carth, purpoſely to crraiſc them from carth to heaven 3 and ſo religiouſly to give , and 
conſecrate both them, and our ſelves, and ſouls from fin to righteouſneſs,and conſequently (with as 
much fclicity as glory) from Satan toGod. 


There dwelt in the City of Averoin Portagal, an ancient Nobleman , termed Don Jaſper de Vilg- 
rez9, rich cither in quality of earthly greatneſT:, as well of blood, as revenews, who was nearly al- 
lied co the Marquis of Dezia (in Spain) as marying a Neece of 11s, named Dona Alphanta, a Lady 
exquiſitely endued wich the ornaments of Nature , and the pertcctions of Grace; for ſhe was both 
fair and virtuous, that adding luftre to theſe , and theſe returning and reticcting embelliſhmenteo 
that, which made her infinitely beloved of her husband //3/arezo, and cxcecdingly honoured of all 
thoſe who had the honour to know herz and to crown the felicity of their aff-&tions and mariage, 
they had three hopeful children,one ſon , and two daughters : he termed Dox Sebaſtiano , and they 
the Donas, Catalina, and Berinthia : He having attained his fifteenth year , was by his Father made 
Page to Count to Manrigies de Lopez, and continually followed him at Court, and they from their 
tenth to their thirteenth years, lived ſometimes at Coimbra, other whiles at Lizbone, but commonly 
at Avero with their Parents; who ſo carefully trained them up in thoſe qualities and perteCions, re- 
quiſite for Ladics of their rank, as they were no ſooner ſeen, but admired of all who faw them. 

But before we make a furcher progreſſion in this Hiſtory (thereby the better to untold and anato= 
tolnize it) Thold it rather neceffary than impertinent, thatwe take a curſory , though not a curious 
ſurvey of both theſe young Ladies perfeCtions and imperfe&tions, ot their vices and virtues, their 
beauty and deformity : that as objets are beſt known by the opyolition of their contraries , ſoby 
the way of compariſon we may diſtinguiſh how to know,and kr,.ow how to diſtinguiſh of the diſpa- 
rity of theſe two Siſters, in their inclinations, affcQions, and delineations- | 

Catalina was ſomewhat ſhort of ſtature, but corpulent of body : Berinthiz tall, but ſ{knder: Ca- 
taling was of taint and complexion, more brown than fair : Beriathia not brown, but ſweetly fair, 


or fairly ſweet : Catalina had a diſdainfuly Berinthia a gracious cyc : Catalina was proud, Berinthia - 


humble. In a word , Catatina was of humour cxtreamly imperions, ambitious, and revengetul, and 
revengeful, and Berinthia modeſtly courteous, gracious, and religious. So theſe two young Ladies 
growing now to be capable of Mariage, many Cavaliers of Avero become Servants and Suiters to 
them, as well in reſpe& of their Fathers Nobility and Wealth, as for their own Beautics and Virtucs: 
yea, their fame is generally ſo ſpread that from Lisboxe, and moſt of the chicteſt Cities of Portugal, 
divers Nobles and Knights reſort to their Father Doz V:larezo's houſe, to profer up their attcEtions 
to the dignity and merits of his daughters. But his age finding their youth too young to be acquain=- 
ted with the ſecrers and myfterics of Mariage, puts, them all off, cither in general terms, or honoura- 
ble excuſes, as holding the matching of his daughters of ſo eminent and important conſideration , 
as he thinks it fit he ſhould adviſedly conſult , and not raſhly conclude them ; which aftcCion and 
care of Parents to their Children, is ſtill as honourable as commendable. 

: Dox Sebaſftiano their Brother, being often: both ar Madrid, Vallidolyd, and Lisbone , becomes very 
jatimately and ſingularly acquainted with Dox Antonio de Rivere , a noble and rich young Cavalier, 
by Bicth likewiſe a Portugal, of the City of Elvas, who was firſt and chick Gentleman to the Duke 
of Braganſa; and the b:rter to unite and perpetuate their familiarity, he profers him his eldeſt Sifter 
in Mariage, and praycs him at his firſt conveniencie , to ride over to Avero to ſee her, offering him- 
ſelf to accompany him. in his journey, and to ſecond him in that cnterprize, as well towards his 
Father as Siſter. Dox Antonio very kindly and thankfully lifteneth to Don Sebaſtianvs courteous and 
affc&ionate profer 3 and knowing it ſo far from the lcaſt diſparagement, as it was a great happineſs 
and honour for him to match himſelf in ſo noble a Family, they affign a day for that journy,againſt 
when, Don Antonio makes ready His preparatives and train, in all reſpe&ts anſwerable to his rank 
and generofity.They arrive at Avers, where Don Gaſper de Vilarezo,for his own worth, and his Sons 
report, receives Dor: Antouio honoarably, and entertains him courteoufly : He vifiecth and (aluteth, 
firſt the Mother, then the rwo young Ladies her daughters : and although he cannot diſlike Cata- 


” lia, yet ſoprecious and amiable is ſweet Berinthia in his eye, as he no ſooner ſecs, bur loves her: 
+ yea, br pierting cye, her vermilion check, and delicate ftature, aft ſuch wonders in his hears, as he 
> > fecrerly - proclames himſclf Her Servant , and publiquely ſhe his Miſtreſs : ro which end he takes 

\.- xime and opportunity at advagtagn» and fo reveales her ſo mach in terms, that intimate 


the {rvencic of his zeal, and endcar the zeal of his affe&ion ani! conſtancy. Berinthia entertains 
his niotion and ſpeeches with many bluſh:s, which now and :::n caſt a rohiat vail o'r the 
- milk-white Lillics of her complexion : and to ſpeak truth, if Ant91io be enamorcd of Berigthia, 

no 
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no leſs is ſh: of him: fo as nor only their cycs, but their contemplacions and heares ſeem already ro 
ſympathize and burnin the flame ofan equal ahliien. In a wordgby ſtealth he courts her often, And 
not to detain my Reader inthe intricate Labyrinth of the whole paffages of their loves, Antonio for. 
this time finds Berimtbia in this reſolucion, that as ſh: bath not the will co granc, ſo the hath nat the; 
power to deny his ſure - the reſt, time will produce. | Ie. I 
Buc ſo powerfully do: the beauty and virtues of ſweet Berinthia work in Antonio his affetions, 
that impatient of delayes, he finds out her Father and Mother, and in duc tzrms ( requiſite for him 
©o give, and trney receive ) demands their daughter Berinthia jn Mariage. Vilarezo thanking, Au- 
toxao for this honour, replyes , that of his two Daughters , he thinks Berinthia,, bis younger, az m- 
worthy ot him , as Catal:1a, his clde{t, worthily bettowed on him. Aztono anſwers; that as he-can- 
not deny but Catali12 is fair, yet he muſt conteſs that Berinthiz is more beautital co his eye , | and 
more plealing to his thoughts. Vilarezo laſtly replies, that he will firſt match Catalina, e'r Berin- 
thia, and that he is as content to give him the firſt, asnot as yer reſolved todiſpole of the ſecond; 
and fo ar this time, they on theſe terms depart, Vi{arezo taking Antonio and his fon Sebafliano with 
him to lint a Stag, whereof his adjacent Forreſt hath plenty. Bur whiles Aro his body purſues. 
the Siag, his thoughts areflying atter the Brauty of his dearand fair Berinthiaz whe as Paragon'iof 
Beauty and Nature, tits Empreſs, and Q 1cen-Regent in the Court of his contemplations andaffe- 
Fions., He 1s wounded at the heart with Vilai ezo his anſwer, znd Berimhia to the gall , when he 
certifi:d her ot her Fathers refolution,only modetty (hat ſweet companion, and preciqus ofnamerit 
of Virgins) tothe extremity of her power, endeavoured to Keep: Antonio from perceiving,; oh ſu- 
ſpeting ſo much. Artonzo prayes his dear friend Sebafianv, to perſwade bis Father to give him:his 
Siſter Berinthia to Wife : he performs the true part of a true friend, and a Gentleman, bur infvainz 
for his Father YVilarezo is reſolute , firſt to marry Cataling 3-when Anton; o ,, not of power ſoſoan;tos 
leave the light and przſence of his ſweet Berinthia, mult invent ſome matter torhis ſtay. And indedd; 
as Love is the whztſtone of wit to give an edge to Invention ; ſo Antonio, to injoy:the preſence-of;his 
Faic Beriuthia, is intorced to make (hw, that he negleCts her,and aff:Qeth Catalina; and ſo convyer- 
ſcch often with her, bat ſtill in general rerms,. wherzat ſhe builds many caſtles of hope and contens, 
ia theair of her thoughts. For, if Berivthia loved Antonio, no lefle doth Cataline : ſtrange eff:itfts of 
aff:&ion , where two Siſters deeply and dearly love-one Gentleman, and when but one, and perad+ 
venture neither of them ſhall enjoy him. | | 7 -533oc.{ 


Bur as Catalinz is the pretex'yſ0 Berimtbie is both the fole objett arid cauſe. of Antonio's RRay;whidiai 


he courts and laycth cloſe fiege to, as often as opportunity makes him happy.in che defired. happis 


neſs and f-licity of her company : Shee gives him bluſh:s tor his ſighs, and ſometimes ( although a 
man) che ftervencie of his affteFion was ſuch, as he cannot refrain from returning her tears for her 
bluſh:s 3 when albeit love perſwades him to ſtay longer in Avero, yet diſcretion calls and commands 
him away to Lboxe ; and all the frait of his journey that he (hall carry thicher with him, is — 
for injoying fair Berinihia to his wite, he conccives far more rcaſ{on to hop?, than to deſpair:NEX 

death, there is no ſecond affliftion fo grievous, or bitter to Lovers, as ſeparation.and parting3zutbis 
Berinthia t-els, but will not acknowledge ; and this Antonio acknowledgeth becauſe he feels:::: Aﬀter 
Suppzr, taking her to a window, he ſecretly prayes her to honour him with the acceptance of a pagr 


Scarf, and plain pair of Gloves (which notwithſtanding were infinitely rich,and wonderfullyyain) 


in token of his aff:&jon ; and (h2, the morn of his departure, by. Diego his Page, ſends himia,/Hand= 
kecchict curiouſly wrought with hearts and flames of (ilk and gold, in ſign of ber thankfulneſ.; We 
promiſerh Berintbia ro wrice,and ſee her ſhortly 3 and Caraling entreats him! tobe no ſtranger ro of» 
vero, To Catalina he gives many words, but few kiſſes 3 to Berinthia many kifles, but more tears: 
His departure makes Berinthia ſad, as gric* 13g at his abſence 3 and Catalina joytul,as hoping of his 


return. Cataling triumphs for joy, hopin;; chat Antenio ſhall be her husband; and Berinthia now bz= 


ginsto look pale with ſorrow, fearing ſhe {hall not be ſo bappy to be his wite. By this time Breakfaft 
is ſerved in, when Sebaſtiano comesgtakes Antonio and his two Sifters,and carries-rfrem to the Pacrtor, 
where Vilurez and his wite A/phanta attend Antonio's coming. They all fir down, & although their 
face be curious , yet Antonio'scyes tzed and fealt upon more curious daincics; as the ſparkling eyes , 
flax:nhair,and vermillion checks of Berinthia's incomparable beauty, which is oblerved gfall parts, 
except of Berin:hizgwho is ſo ſecret 8 cautious in her cariage,as alchough her aft:Qion,yehey diſere- 
tion wil nor permit her modeſty citi-zr to obſerve or ſee ir. Breakfaſt ended, Antonio raking Vigrezo 
& his wife Alphanta apart;artt give them infinite thanks for his honorable & courteous entertainment, 
& chen very carneſtly again prays chem nor to reject his ſaute tor their daughter Berixthia, Vilarezo-8& 
his wife pray Antozio to excuſe hi: bad reception , which they know comes many waies ſhorc, ob his 


deſerts,$8 alſo r:queſts him to ©::ibrace their motion” for their daughter Catalina, Thus afrermany 


other complements, he takes \:': conge of Vilarezo, kijlerh his wite & rwo daughters, ficlt Cataline y 
then Berinthia, who though !ait in years,yrt is the firſt Lady in his defires and thoughts, and he 
| H3 12en 
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Q icen' of his affcA&ion. So they are as it were inforced ro make a virtue of neceſſity, and to take a 
ſhoct farewel, inſtead of a more folemn, which either of them wiſhed, and borh deſired ; bar their 
cya diftate to their hearts, what their tongues cannot expreſs 3 and fo Antonio and Sebaſtiano take 
Coach, and away for Lisbone, Axtonio as much triumphing in the beauty of his fair Berinthia, as his 
friend Sebaflizn» grieves, that of his rwo Siſters, Antonio would not accepr of Catalina, nor his Fa« 
ther conſent to give him Berinthia for wite 3 notwithſtanding thzy confirm their familiarity and 
friend(h'p with many interchangeable and reciprocal proteſtations,that ith they cannot be brothers, 
they will live and dye dear and intimate friends : but 1 fear the contrary. 

- Bring arrived at Lisbone, A#tontio feeles ſtrange alterations in his rhoughts and paſſions : For now 
he is FA intangled in the Fetters of Berimhia's Beauty and Virtues, that he will ſce no other ob - 
5:& bur her Idea, no1(almoft ) ſpeak of any Lady bur of her ſelf : and in theſe his amorous contem- 
plations he both rejoyceth and eriumpheth z but again, remembring the aſſurance of Vi{arezo his 
refaſal , and the incertainty of Berinthia's aff:&ion and conſent, his hopes are nipt in their bloſ- 
ſoms 3 and his joyes as ſoon fade as flouriſh ; he wiſherh that Avero were Lisbone, and either himfclf 
in'Avero with Berizthia , or (he in Lisbone with him. To attcmpr the one, he holds ic as great a 
folly ;as a vaniry to wiſh the other : Bur he berthinks himſelf of a remedy for this his perpl. xicy , 
aridreputcs himſelf obliged in the bonds , as well of refpeCt , as love, to write to his fair Berinthia ; 
and + again he fears that it will finde a difficule pafſage and acceſs to her, becauſe of her Fa- 
thersdiftaſte ,, and Sifters j:aloufie. But the Sun ofhis affcRHion doth ſoon diſpel and diflipare theſe 
doubts, or rather diſp:rſc themas Clouds before the Wind : And now to prevent thoſe who mighr 
attempt to intercept his Letters, he bethinks himſelf of an invention, as worthy, as commendable 
ini Lover 3. He writes Berinthia a Letter, and accompanying it with a rich Diamond, ſends ir 
herby- Diego, his own Page, to Avero, whom purpoſely , and tcignedly he cauſeth ro arm himſclf 
wick this pretcxt and colour , thar he is in lovewith Anfilva , the Lady Cataline's Waiting-gen= 
tlewoman , and hath gotten leave of his Mafter to come to Avero to ſeek her in Mariage ; where 
after ſome fifteen daics he arrives, and very ſecretly dclivers his Maſters Ring and Lztrer to Bee 
rimhia'; who ( ſweet Lady ) was then toft with the wind of fear, and the waves of ſorrow , that 
in all this time ſhe heard not from Artonio, doubting indeed left che change of air, places, and ob= 
jets, ' might have power to change his aff:&ion, when now bluſhing for joy, as much as ſhe before 
looked pale for ſorrow , ſh:c takes the Ring and Letter, and killing both, ſecretly flyes co her 
Ghdmber ; when bolting che door, ſhe with as much aff-Ction as imparicnce, breaking up the ſeals, 
thereih findes theſe lines, 

3401 

ad 104750 5 ANTONIO to BERINTHIA. 
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__ Bzrinthia , wert thou as courteous as fair , thou wouldeſt ref? as confident of my affetions, as 1 
WiIidoe of thy bexiity,' and then as mueh rejoice in that , as I triumph in this : but as my tongue lately 
wante# power, ſo now doth my pen art, to Ht ps thee how dearly I Ie thy beau:y,and honour thy virtues: 
ſo'lds coutd thy thoughts prie into mine, or my heart be ſo happy to diftate to thine, thoſe ſhould know, and 
this: fee, that Antonio is ambitious of uo other earthly felicity, than either to live thy busband, or die 
#hj: Mirtyr. Think with thy ſelf , how farre thou undervalueſt , and un-requiteſt my zeal , when 1 
will deſpair of loving Catalina , and yet cannot hope that Berinthia will aff:@& me : onely therefore 
in thee'(' ſweet Lady ) it remaines , either to crown my joyes by thy conſent , or to immortalize my 
 Sorments' by thy refuſe, Be pleaſed therefore, fair B:rinchia , to ſignifie me thy reſolution, that I may 
know! my doom , and prepare my ſelf , either to wed thee or my grave. 


08 ANTONIO. 
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- this ſake who wrote and ſent it her, and fo very (ecretly locks it up in her Casket, as alſothe Dia- 
mond, andnow attends opportanity to conferre privately with Dzego, when he will reſolve to re- 
turn to his Maſterat Ligbone, that ſhe may return him an anſwer, though not ſo ſweet as he ex- 
pes, yet not ſo bitter-as he fears. In the mean time Diego dclivercth herFather Y;larezo his Maſters 
Letter," in favour of his (pretended ) ſute to Arfilva, as alſo in thankfulneſs of his encertainment , 


> withoutnaming cither Catalixe or Berimbia , his daughters , or once mentioning his return to A- 
©. vero, Whereat Vitarezo gricves, and Catalina bites the lip : But Berinthia cannot but ſmile to ſee + 


Antonio his invention for the ſafe deliveric of his Letters, nor yet refrain from laughing in her ſelf, 


ro ſee how cunningly his Page Diego courts Auſilva 3 for he makes ſuch demonſtration of love to * 


her,-and ſhe is ſo enamoured of him, that Cataline thinks a ſhort time will finiſh this Match , but 
he and her Sifter Berimhie know the contrary. Diegoat the end of three daies is defirous to depart, 
+ $1 ; 7) oy and 


Mn Gods Revenge \agatn'it AAurthex. .-", Wmook Hl. 


Berimbia having again and again peruſed and o*r-read this Letter , pou it a thouſand kiſſes for 


| Hiſt. Vil, Antonio and Lerinthia. 


and Berimbia extremely glad of his reſolution co ſtay no longer : folk: takes her folf ro her cham= 
b2r,and writcs this Letter to her Aztonio, in anſwer of his. | 


BERINTHIA co ANTON1O. 


A4 I not been more courteous to thee, thauT am fair to my ſelf, thou hadjt not tafied ſo much of, my 
;feaion, nor I ſo many of my Fathers frowns ; and although thy tongue an4 pen have acquainted 
me with thy rich zeal intended and devoted to my poor merits , yet judge with thy ſelf, whether it be fit 
for me to requite thee with obſeryance, or him that gave me my being with diſobedience, As I defire not 
ta have thee dye my Martyr, ſo my Father will not permit thee to live my bhusband ; andyet, as it 2s out of, 
my power to remedy the firſt , ſo it is not impoſſivle for time to effef and compaſs the laſt : not thar I reſolie 
to give thee too much hope, rather that I aim to take away ſome of thy deſpair, to the end I may find thee 
as conitant in thy affefion, as thou me ſincere in my conftancie. My Siſters jealoufie of me , and my F 4+ 
thers diſtaite of thee, invite thee to manage this favour of mine with as much ſecrecie as circumſpettiane 


BERINTHIA. 
Having folded up, and ſcaled her Letter, ſhe finds out Diego, and beckens him to follow her to. 
the Garden; where, in one of the Bowers , ſhe delivers him chis Letrer , together with a Roſe of 
Opales, the which in token of her love, ſhe conjures him with ſafery and ſpeed to deliver to his Ma- 
tter Dox Antonio. Diego having his diſpatch of Berinthia, ſoon gives Anſilva hers, promiſing to re- 
turn ſome three weeks after 3 at which time he prayes her to expet him ; when thanking Vilarezo 
for his kind entertainment, and he bidding him ecIl his Mafter, he would be glad to ſee him in Avers, 


he leaps to horſe, and fo poſts away for Lishones | BSE 
| cannot relate with whac incredible, and infinite Joy , Anton receives this Letter and Ring 


from Berinthia: and, to write the truth, 1 think che Letter ſcarce contained ſo many fillables, as he * 


often read itover and kifſzd ir. Hz ſees Berinthia's modeſty reſplend and ſhine in her aff:&ion, and 
hzr aff:&ion in her modecfty towards him, wherein he glories in rhar, rejoyceth in this,and criamphs 
in both : but although he be ſure of heraff:Qion, yer he is not of himſelf; for he ſees her Lercer 
containeth many verbal complements , but all of them not one rcal promiſe; and therefore he can» 
not repute his cranquillity and felicity compleat, e*'r'he be crowned with this happineſſc : belides, 
he fearcs that his abſence and her Fathers preſence , may iy tratt of time by degrees cool the fer- 
vencic of Berinthia*s aff:&ionz and yet then, hr as {don checks his own timidity, in conceiving 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of her conſtancy. Now he thinks co acquaint his intimate friend, and her dear 


brother, Seba/tiano, with their aſfeftions, bur then he condemns that opinion , and revokes it as er« 


roncous and dangerous, and contrary to the rules of love, ini failing without the compats of Be- 
rinthia's. advice and commands, by the which he holds it both ſafety and diſcretionto fleer his 
courſe and ations. Again, he fo infinitely and earneſtly longs to reefee his dear and fweet Mi« 
ſtreſſ=, as he reſolves to ride over again to Averoz but the obftinacy of Vzlarezo, and the jealoufie 
of Catalina , make him end that journey c*r he began it. In this perplexity, and conteftation of 
reaſons, he is irreſolute what , or what not to doc ; but in fine, conſidering that delaiesare dan- 

=rous in macters of this nature, he packs up his baggage, and taking his farewell of Schaftiano / 
under pretext of his health, leaves Lisboxe, and the Dake his Lord and Maſter , and retires to his 
own home at Elvas ( where his Father dying ſome thcee years before , had left him' ſole heie 
to many rich Manors and Poſſeſſions ) purpoſcly hereby to be near to 4rero, that hemight give 


Þ.- order for all things, and let (lip no occaſion in the proceſs and proſecution of his affc&ion. The 
| ſecond day after his arrival to Elvas, it being wel-near a month fince he ſent his firſt, and till then 


| his laſt Letter to Berinthia , he now again diſparcherh his Page Diego with a ſecond Lecter to her, 
by whom he ſends a Chain of rich Pearl, and a pair of Gold Bracelets richly enameled, Diego's 
arrival is pleafing to A»filva , but extremely -oyfal to Berinthiaz onely it nipt Catalina's hopes 
becauſe ſhe could not underſtand by him any certain reſolution or affurance of his Maſters coming. 
thith:r, Diego hath no ſooner ſaluted his Avfilve, but ( as his more important bulineff: )' he ſecks 
means to ſpzak with Berinthia, which ſh: her ſelf profereth him he delivers her his Maſters to- 
kens and lett:r, which th very joylully receiveth, and fo trips away to her Chamber, where opening 
the ſcals, ſk: therein finds theſe words. 
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Book II, 
ANTONIO tw BERINTHIA. 


T is impoſſible for my pen to expreſs the joys my heart received at thereading of thy Letter : and as I dif- 

praiſe not thy obedience to thy F ater, ſo 1 infinitely both praiſe aud prize ty affefttion to me. A thouſand 
11mes I kiſſed thy lines, and as often bleſt the hand that wrote them 3 and although they gave me hope for 
deſpair,yet,not to diſſemble,theſe hopes have brought me doubt,and that doubt,fear;not that thou loveſt me; 
for that were t0 4 If parage my Judgment, 14 ſeeking to prophane thy affet ions but that thou wilt xt pieaſe to 
accept of my pi 0miſe, nor to return me thine : wkerein, if 1hou weigh the fervencie of my love, T hope thou 
wile not tax the incredulity of my fear 3 fer till I am ſo happy, not onely to hope, but to aſſure my ſelf that 
Be-rinthia will be Antonio's, as Antonio 3s already Berinthia's , I mujt needs fear, and theretore cannot 
truly rejoyce. T have left Lisbone , to reſide at Elvasz therefore fair und dear Lady , I beſeech thee 
deſtinate me , diſpoſe my ſervice, and command both. T long to enjoy the ſelicity of thy preſence ; for 1 
take heaven to witneſs , thy abſence is my hell upon earth. 


"ANTONIO. 


Beriathia having read this Letter, ſhe approves of Antonio's fear , and attribates it to the fervency 
and ſincerity of his aff:&ion 3 ſhe eſteems her (elf infinirely happy in her good fortune, and choice 
of ſo brave a Cavalier for her ſervant, whom [he hopes a little time will make her husband ; to which 
end ſh: will no longer feed him with delayes, but now reſolves, by his Page Diego, at his return, to 
ſignifi: him ſo much 3and in a word, to fend him her heart, as the hath alrcady received his, Bur ſh: 
knows not what the Interim of this time will bring forth. | 

Paſs we from Berinthia to her Siſter Catalina , whoſe aff:Qion is likewiſe fuch to Antonio, as by 
this tim: ſhe hath perſwaded and induced her Father V;larezo to write hima Letter inher behalt by 
Diego, thereby to draw his reſolution, whether: he intend to ſeek her for his wite orno 3 or at leaſt 


» 


to invice him to Avero. And although his aff-Qion to her Siſter Berinthia be kept from her, yer ſhe. 


not only ſuſp:&s, but fears it. Glad ſhe is of the opportunity of Diego his being there, to convey her 
' Fathers Letter to his Maſter 3 and yet that joy of hers is ſoan diſſolved into grief, becauſe all this 
time he never vouchſafed to write to her : her aff:&ion to him flatereth her ſtill with hope , and yec 
her judgement in her ſelf ſtill ſuggeſteth her deſpair ; for ſhe hath alwaics the image of this conceit 
in her imagination , 'that Antonzo loves her Siſter Berinthia, and not her ſelf : her fuſpition makes 
her ſubtil , and fo ſh: deals with Anfilva to draw the truth hereof from Diego, who having learned 
his lefſon,, aftcth his part well ; and I know not, - whether with more tidelicy or diſcretion, flatly 
- denies it 3 Bur lo, here betides an accident, which bewraies the whole myſtery and Hiſtory of their 
affc&ions. On a Sunday morning, when Berinthia was deſcended to the garden to gather flowers , 
againſt her going, tro Church with her Father and Mother, her Siſter Catalina ruſhcth.iato her cham- 
ber, to ſeck the Hiſtory of Cervantez, which the day before ſhe had lent her 3 and not finding it ci- 
theron the Tablc or the Window , ſecks in the pocket of her Gown, that ſhz wore the day before ; 
and th:re unwittingly, and uncxp:Qedly finds the laft Eetter that Antozri0 had ſent her 3 whereby ſhe 
perceived it was in vain to hope to enjoy Antonio, fith ſhe now apparently ſaw, that he was her Siſter 
Berinthia's, ahd ſh: his. - Catalina is hereat both ſorrowtful and glad ; forrowtul, that ſhe ſhould loſe 
Antonio, and glad that ſhe had found his Letter. And now to ſhew her aft:Qion to him, and her 
malice to her Siſt:r, ſhe will cry her wits, to ſce whether ſhe can fruſtrate Berizthiz , and fo obtaine 
Antonio for her ſelf. The paſſions of men may cafily be found out and der=Qed, but the ſecrets and 
malice of women difficulcly. To which end Catalina ſhews this Letter to her Father, who exceed- 
ingly ftorms hercat, and with many checks and frowns, curbs Berinthia of her liberty , and reſolves 
in his firſt Letter to Antonicg to forbid him his houſe, and her company, except he willleave Berix- 
thia, and take Catalina : and ſuſpeting that his Page Diego's courting of Anfilva, was but onely a 
policy and colour, thereby toconveigh Letters betwixt his Daughter Berinthia, and his Maſter , he 
once thought to give him hisConge ,. and prohibit him his houſe, had not Cataling prayed the 
contrary, who would no way diſpleate her Waiting-Gentlewoman A#ſlva, becauſe ſh: was to uſe 

her aid and aſſiſtance in a matter of great importance ; the unlocking and dilating whereof is thus. 
Cata{ne her aff:Qion to Antonio, and conſcquently her malice to her Siſter Berinthia is fo vio- 
I-nt , that as her Father hath bereaved herof a great part of h:rliberty, ſo ſhe is ſo bloody and cruel, 
as{a2 vows to deprive her of herlife. A helliſh refolution in any woman, but a moſt unnatural and 
damnable attempt of one Siſter to another : but wanting Faith, »-hich is the toundarion and bulwark; 
and Religion, which isthe preſervative and antidote ot our foi:'s, {hc 5:ns fo wilfully hood-wink'd 
from God to the D:vil, as ſhe will advance, and difdairs to retire, till her malicious and jealous 
thicſt be quenched wirh her Siſters blood. To which end (he periwades and bribes Avſilva with : 
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© Antonio and Berinthia. 0 


hundred Dackets to poyſon her Silter Berinthia, and promiſerh her {© mach more when ſhe hath ef . 


feed ic : wherennto this wreeched and execrable y oung Waiting-Gentlewoman conſenteth; and 
inbricf,promiſeth to perform ic : But God hath otherwiſe decreed and ordained. To whictiend 
ſh: ſends into the City for ſome ſtrong poyſon by an unknown Meſſenger, which is inſtantly broughit 
her in a ſmall gall:y-pot. Bur let us here both admire and'wonder at Gods miraculom/diftore 
and prevention thereot : For, that very night,when Anſilva haddeterminately reſolved to have poy- 


ſoncd the Lady Berinthia, Diego ſeeks out his Miftris Anſilva, and finds her 'folitarily alone in one of 


the cloſe over-ſhadowed Bowers of the Garden, whom he ſalutes and entertains with many amo« 
rous diſcourſes, and more kifſcs 3 in the middeft whereof his nole fell ſuddenly on blecding, where- 
at he admired, and ſhe gricved, till at laſt having bloodied all his own handkerchief; Anfilve ruſt- 
cth haſtily to her pocker for hers for him, which ſuddenly drawing forth, her affection to Diego ha- 
ving made her quite forget her poyſon , ſhe with her handkerchief draws outthe gally-por , whicki 
falling on the floor of the Bower (that was paved with ſquare ſtones) ic immediatly burſt in peeces , 
when Diegs's Spaniel licking up the poyſon, inſtantly ſweld , and dicd before them. WhereatDieps 
grew amazzd, but far more Anſilva, who bluſhing with ſhame, and chen growing pale for fear,could 
not invent cither- what to-ſay or do, at the ſtrangeneſs or ſuddenneſs of thisaccidenrt. Diego prefſeth 
her to know for whom this poyſon was provided, and of whom ſhe had it. Her anſwers arc variable 


and are fo far from agrecing, as they contradiQ each other, which breeds in her the more fear, and 


in him aſtoniſhment. He conjures her by all the bonds of their aff:Ction , to diſcover it, with many 
millions of proteſtations profeſicth ir ſhall dye with him ; he addes vows to his requeſts, oaths to his 
vows, and kiffes to his oaths3 ſo as Mayds can difhcultly conceal any thing from their Lovers; bur 
eſpecially fearing that he might peradventure ſuſpe& thae this poyſon was meant and intended him 3 
ſhe at laſt vanq 1iſh:d with his importunacy, and this confideration, diſcovereth (as we have formerly 
underſtood) that her Catalina had won her, therewith to poyſon her Siſter Berinthia, becauſe ſhz 
ſaſpe&ed ſhe was better beloved of her Maſter Dox Antonio than her ſelf. Diego is infinitely afto= 
niſhed at the ſtrangeneſs of this news, and like a true and faichfull Page to his Maſter, having drawni 
this worm from Anfilva's noſe , and this news from her tongue, under a colour to ſeek a remedy to 


ſtop his blood, giving her many kiſſes, and promiſing her his ſpeedy return, he leaves her in the 


Garden, and fo very ſpeedily finds out Berizthia, to whom ( with as much truth as curioſity) he 
from point to point reveals ity praying herto bz carefull not to receive any thing, cither from Cz» 
telinz or Anſilva, and withall to write, for the next moraing he will hyc to Elvas to reveal it tohis 
Maſter. Berinthia trembles at the report of this ſtrange and unexpetted news : ſo having fickt thank- 


ed God for the diſcovery of this poyſon, and her Siſters malice , ſhe promiſeth him a Letter to-hisw 


Maſter, and heartily thanks him for his fidelity and aff:Qtion towards her, the which fhe voweth to 
require 3 and fora pledge and earneſt thereof, draws off a Diamond from her finger; and gives ic 
him for his good office. 

No ſooner hath Aurora leapt from the watery bed of Thetis , and Phebus difcovercd his golden 

2aMs in the azured Firmament of Heaven , but Diego cauſeth his horſe to be made ready, and telly 

Avſilva, that his Father had ſent for him to mcet him at la Secco, and that he will not fail co be bac 
with her within three daics, being ready to depart. | . 

Hz , under colour of giving order for his horſe, leaves her ; and ſteals into Berinthia's Chamber, 
whom (poor Lady ) fear would not permit to take any. reſt or flecp that night z the which ſkze had 
partly worn out and imploycd in writing her mind to her dear Antonio , and knowing her fſelfnor 
ſafe in Avero with her Father, and Siſter, ſh: reſolved to commir her honour , and herlitc into his 
proteCtion ; y:a, ſhe had no ſooner finiſhed and ſealed her Letter to that effe&t, but Diego comes 
and knocks ſoftly at her chamber-door. Berinthia in her Night-gown and artire is - tor him z 
ſhe admits him,' and commends his care, gives him her Letter to his Maſter, and prayes him rouſe 
all poſſible diligence in his return 3 and ſo having received all her commands, he ſecretly deſcends 
the ſtairs z and taking leave of Vilarezo, and laſtly, kifing his Miftris £#ſilva, hc leaps to horſe, rides 
the ficſt Stage, there leaves his Gennet, and takes Poſt; | 3h 

Leave we Diego poſting towards Elvas, and come we to Catalina, whoſe malice finding noreft, 
nor her revenge remedy, ſhe that very morn, as ſoon as Arſilva came into her chamber , demands 


whether ſh: be prepared to perform her own promiſ:, and her hopes? She anfwereth- her Lady, - 4 
that leſs than three daies (hall effe& it, and givea period to all her Siſter Berinthia'ss Whereat ſhe 


is exceeding glad, but all this while ignorant what Diego hath ſceeng nnd Berixthia knows to this cf 
fect 3 Anſilva preſuming on Diege his fidelity , and building on his ſecrecie ; and therefore leſs 
luſpetiing his journey to Elvas, remaines fil ſo graceleſs. and impious in her bloody reſoluti- 
on, as {h: now not onely preſitmes, but aſſures her ch 

and the ſecting of her life ; and therefore like an ex:crable Agenc of the Devil , ſhee hath now! 
made ready and provided her ſelf of a ſecond poyſoned potion, which (he no waics doubts but 


Y 


f that Berinthia is near the ebbe of her daicsy - 


fend. 
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In'thc interim of which time, Diego arrives at Elvas, and finds out his Maſter, to whom he yery ha- 
fily delivers Berinthia's Letter, the which Antonio having kiſſed, breaks off che ſcals,and there, con- 


' xrary to his hopes, but not to his deſi, reads theſe lines, . 
3 | BERINTHIA 40 ANTONIO. 


y 


Y Siſter Catalina's walice is ſo extream to me, ſh my «ffedtion is ſuch to thee, as ſhe degenerates 
not only from Grace, but Nature, and ſeeks to bereave me of my life, This bearer, thy Page, who 
T pr ay, love for my ſake, fith be under God, hath now preſerved me for thine, will more fully and particus 
larly acquaint thee with the manner thereof, 8s fith there is n0 ſafety for me in my Fathers houſe, ints 
- whoſe arms and proteGion ſhall I threw my ſelf, but onely into thine, of whoſe true and ſincere affetion I 
em ſo cruſtant and confident, as I reſt aſſured thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf thy ſelf , in preſerving my life with 

' bononr, and mine honour with my life ? It is no point of diſobedience in me to my Father, but of dear re- 

to mine own life , and therefore to thee, for, and by whoml live, that makes me ſo earneſtly deſire 

both thy aſiftance and fight, fith the firit will lead me from deſpair, the ſecond to hope and joy , and both 

” - to content; til when, fear and love, with much impatiency,make me think hours years,aud minutes moneths, 


BERINTIA, 


———_ T3 


Antonio is amazed at this ftrange and uncxpeted news, and curiouſly gathers all the circum- *© 
FE ſtances thereof from his Page, when love, fear, hope, ſorrow, and joy aCt their ſeveral parts, as well + 
a in his heart as countenance 3 when prizing Berinthi«"s life and fſafcty a thouſand times before hig * 
* - * own, he with great cxp:dirion diſpatcheth away Diego the ſame night to Avero, with this euſ1ing 
Lerter, which he commands him to deliver to his Miftris Berinthia, with all poſſible ſpeed and ſe- 
._ crecic. Y 


ANTONIO to BERINTHIA. 


S$ the Sun, breaking forth of an obſcure cloud, ſhines the clearer, ſo doththy true affefion tome, in 
that damnable malice of thy Siſter Catalina to thy ſelf for my ſake,in ſuch ſort,as I know not whether 
I more rejoyce at the one, than deteit the other. Having therefore firſt thanked God for thy happy, an 
miraculous preſervation , I next commend my Page, as the ſecond cauſe of the diſcovery thereof ; aud 
this fidelity of his ſhall neither be forgotten or unrequited. Think bow tedious time is to me, ſuth I blame 
and blame and envy this ſhort Letter of mine,for takingup and uſurving any part thereof, till-T injoy the 
honour to ſee ther, and the felicity to aſſiſt thee. I return t thee Poſt by Dizgo, who brought me thine ; and 
my Coach-man tels me , I ſhall rather flie than run towards thee. Let the preciſe hour, T beſeech thee, be _ 
ex: Munday night at twelve of the clock , when I will await thy ſelf, od exped thy commands at the Po- 
fern of thy Fathers Arbour ; where, let the light of the candle be my fignet, and the report of my Piſtol | 
" ſhall be thine. 1 am throwing away my pen, were it not 0 ſignifie thee, that my ſword ſhall prote@ . 
thy liſe , and mine honour = Day thize 3 as alſothat Antonio thinks bimſelf the miſt unfortunate man 
of the. world, till Berinthia be impaled in his arms, or be encloyftered in hers. . 
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ANTON1O. 


Whiles Drego is poſting to Avero, Antonio his Maſter is preparing to follow him, taking (the 

next morn) his Coach with fix horſes, and three reſolute Gentlemen his friends, to affiſt him, with 
. each his Rapicr and caſc of Piſtols. Diegs firſt arrives at Avero, yea, a day and two nights before 
him. . A»filva checks him for his long ftay 3 and Berinthia a thouſand times thanks him for his ſpce= * | 
dy return. He delivers hcr his Maftcrs Letter, and prayecs her to prepare her ſelf againft the prefix:d 
hour. She reads her Antonio's Letter with much joy and comfort, which her looks teftific, and hee 
= heart proclameth es her thoughts : ſhe will not be ſlack or backwards in a matter which ſo deeply 
imports her well-fare and content; and fo with all poſlible ſecrecie packs ur the chiefeſt of her appa- 
=. rel and jewels in aſmall trunk, or casket, and wiſh:th the hour come, tha: %e were cither in Anto- 
- mos armes, orh&inhers: and for Diego, he caſteth ſo ſubtil a miſt and vai' fore Anuſilva's eyes ». 
© - agitis impoſliblecither for her, or her Lady Catalina to perceive any thiny. But lo , a ſecond 
treachery is provided to cffcEt that which the firſt could nor; and indeed, which went neer to have 
| ir, had not God miracuouſly and indalgently reached forth bis hand to prevent it : for 
Cataline fall perſevercs in her invetcrate and deadly malice towards her Siſter Berinthia, as if God 


had 
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had'not.yet-taught her, or rather , that ſhe woul4 nor learn the way from Satan; or inſttrufted * 
FT and dirgtcd her from the impicty of fo foul a fin,as the murthering of her own and ovelhſifter. For 
the very nighe that A#tonio had promiſed and aſſigned to ferch Berinthia , as ſhe had by times retired 
her ſclte ro her chamber , under colour to goto bed , and ready to put on her night abiliments ; 5 
comes Anſitva , ſent by her good and kind ( or rather wicked andcrucll) filter , wich a ſweer Pollcry 
Cortathera deadly poyſon in her hand , in a filver cover:d cup) telling her,that her lady had-drunk 
"one half, and ſent her che other , irbeing (as (he atticmcd) very cold and refreſhing for the liver,a- 
gainſt che hounefT: of the weather. But Berixihia being forewarned , is armed by her former danger z 
yet ſh: ſeems joytull thereof , and ſo accepts ic , returning her filter Catalina thanks , ſaying, ſhe will 
drink it ere ſhe go to bed 3 onely ſhe prayes Axſilva firſt ro fetch her prayer book and gloves which 
"jn the morne ſhe had left in her filters chamber. So whilcs ſhe is wanting , ſhe privately powres it into 
F. a filver baſon in her Scudy , and waſhing the cup three or four feverall cymes, ſhe fils fome Almond 
S milk therein 3 and Anſilvs being returned , takes the ſaid cup, and prays herto tell her Siſter , that. 
Þ fh: drinks it co her health , and withall , gives herthe good night : and fo likewiſe doth Axfilva to, 
*F hcr. But what a good night thought ſhe in her heart and confcicnce, when ſh: knew Berinthia ſhould 
MF never {ee day more? So away ſh: crips to her Lady Catalins, who demands her if the bufinefſe be 
"FJ TJiſpatched , and her fifter gon to her reſt ? Who replics.; ſhe hath druak herlaſt , and is gone co hex - © + 
$ ctcrnall reſt. Bur they arc both deceived in their malicious Arithmetick : For although Catalina cx: . 5 > 
& tremely rejoyce in the confident and affured death-6t het fiſter, yet God ordaineth , that their bloody _ - .._ * 
SF hopcs ſhall deceive them: as mark the ſequel! , and you ſhall ſee how. | | 
F- About an hoare after Anſilvas departure,by Berinthia's order and appointement,in wonderful ſecret 
& fort in comes Diego to her chamber, to await the houre of his Maſters arrivall , and to afliſt her in 
F;her cſcape and departure. Berinthia acquaints him with the potion her Siſter Catalina had right now 
" ſent her by Avfilva : he is aſtoniſhed at this news, as being affured it was poyſon, and humbly prayes 
her to make proof hereof on Catalina's Parrot , which that afternoon ſhe had brought with her into. 
her Chamber : and ſo by her conſent Dzego takes the Parrot z- and with a ſpoon forceth ſome down. 
its throat : Wha poor harmleſs bird, immediately ſwels and dycs betore them. They both wonder 
hereat, and Berinthia at one inſtant both grieves and rejoyceth , gricves at her Siſter Catalina's mas 
lice and craclty , and rejoyceth for her happy deliverance firlt prayling God as the Author , then \F 
thanking Deo as the inſtrument thereof : and fo they throw the remainder of the poyfon our art the: 4Y 
- window , and lay the dead Parror on the table. And now Berinthia attending and awayting the hour 
of her happineſſe , which is that of her Antonio's arrivall , and of her own departure, with as much 
defire as irnpaticncy 3 Diego often looking on the houreglaſſe , and Berinthia a thouſand times on her 
Watch. So at laſt with a longing, longing defire g the joyſull houre of twelve is come , wherein 4n- 
tonio arrives : he ſces the happy light of her candle, and ſhe hears the ſweer muſick of his Piſtol, 
which reviveth and raviſheth theſe two Lovers, in the heaven of uncxpresfible joy and content; when 
all things being huſh'd up in (ilence, and every perſon of the houſe ſoundly fleeping , Diego ſoftly. © 
takes up the ſmall crunk , and Berinthia as ſecretly followes him : and ſo they wonderfull privately 
flip into the firſt Court, and from thence to the poſtern door of the garden , .where Antonio with a 
thouſand kifſ:s reccives her in his INT no other light bat the luſtre of her cyes to light thems + 
for the Moon , that bright Cynthia , had conſpired and conſented to. Berinthia's eſcape , and there-, - ® 
fore purpoſely withdrawn h:r brightneſs by hiding and invcloping her ſelf in the darkneſs of ant * 
| obſcure cloud. Axtoxio locking this ſweet prize, this his dear and ſweet -Berinthia, in his arms , he 
with the three Gentlemen his tricnds, conduct her to the end of the ſtreerz and Diego following them 
with the Casket,, where they all privatly and filently take Coach, and having opened the City gate 
with a ſilver key , away they ſpeed for Elvas with all poſſible celcrity ; but I write with gricf, thatas 
theſe affeftions of Antonio and Berinthia begin in joy, fo (1 fear) they will end in as much ſorrow and 
miſery. | Ns "hs 
+2. we them now in their journty for Elvas , and return we tofHpero to. bloudy Cataline, and 
' wretched Anſilva , who lying remote from Berinthia's Chamber , could nor posfibly hear fomuek 
as the leaft ſtep of her deſcent and departure ; although their malice were ſo exrream as to write the 
truch , they allchat night could not flzep for joy that Beriathia was diſpatched : ſo they prepare 
themſelves againſt the morn', to hear ſom pittifull our-crys in the houſe for Berinthia's death 3.bug 
ſccing itncer ten of the clock, and no rumour nor ſtir heard, they both (as they were accuſtomed Y. 
w2nt into her Chamh::, thinking to feaſt their eys upon the lamenrable objec of this breathleſa.. 
G-ntlewoman : but.c<r.'cary ro theis bloudy hopesgthey find the neſt ,} Imeanthe bed, empty , = "i 
Berinthia not dead , bur eſcap:d and flown away : Oaely Catalizz, in ſtcad of her Sifter, finds ber 
' own Parrot d:ad on the table. They arc aſtoniſli:d at this news , and look fearcfully and deſperately | 
each on other. A»ſilva for hzr part-proteſts and vowes, that ſhe ſaw Berinthia drink the _ - But 
finding Berinthia's ſmall rruak wanting, and hearing Diego gone , then Catalina knows Me 
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that (hz: was eſcap-J, and her poyſoning plot d: e:&-:d and prevented. So they giv: the alarum in the 
hoaſe, and ſhe 25:5 dir:Ely and acquaints her Facher, Mother, and Brother, ot her Siſter Beriathia's 
fight, but 55: kesnot a word of the poyſon, or of the Parrots death. Vilarezo grieves w ſee bim- 
ſeltc robb:d of his divghter , and Sehbaſtiano of his Siſter : but when they und. iftand that Diego was 
gonz with her, then they are confidently affured, that Antonio hath carricd hcr away , which jscon- 
6rd them by the Porter of the City , who told them, thar twixc twelve and une , a Coach with 
dy a.L1dy, and four Cavaliers , and a Page (drawn by fix horſes )) paſt the gate very ſpeedily. Vilarezo 
> - an 1 his ſon Sebaftiano ſtorm at thisaffromt and diſgrace: they conſule whar to do- herein: fo firſt they 
—£” reſolve to ſend one ro Elvas, to know yea or no, whether Berizthia be there with Antonio? The mel. 
s Fd ſcnger ſent, retarnes , and affures them thereof, as alſo, thar Antonio is retired from Elvas, to a Caftle 
ofthis without the walls of the City, where ic is reported he keepes the Lady Berinthia with rhuch 
honour and reſp.&. Had old V/arezo had his health and ſtrength , he would himſelf in perſon have 
undertaken rhis journey ,but b:ing fick of the Gour, he ſends his ſon Seboſtiano toElvas, accompanied 
wirh fix reſolute Gentlemen, his neer allies and friends, to draw reaſon of Antonio for this affront and 
diſgrace 3 and ſo cither by Law , Force, Policie, orperſwafion , to bring back Berinthia, Sebaftiang 
knowing Beriuthia tobe his Siſter , and Antonio his former ancient and intimate friend, with a kind 
of unwilling willingnefſe acceprs of this journey : he comes tro Elvas , andfindes his forn:r in- 
telligence true , he repaircs to Antonio's Caſtle , accompanicd with his (1x aſlociates. Antonio admits 
them all into the firſt Court , and onely two more ofthem into the ſecond ; where he ſalutes them 
kindly, and bids them all welcom: to his Caſtle, Sebaſtiano layes betore him the fouleneſi: of his fat, 
inſtealing away his Sifter in that claudeſtine and baſe manner, the ſcandall which hc hath laid upon 
her, and conſcquently on all cheir family and bloud, tells him char his father and himſclf are reſolved 
to have her again at what price ſocver; and therefore conjures him by the reſpeGt of his own honour, 
and by th: conſideration and remembrance of all their former friendſhip, to deliver him his Siſter 
Berinthia. Antonio anſwereth Sebaſtiano , rhat it wasan honourable affef&ion , and no baſe reſpe& 
which led him to aſſiſt his Sifter Berinthia in her flight and cſcape £ that he never was nor would bee 
- ajuftſcandall cicher to her, her family , or bloud ; that his malicious Siſter {atal:4e was the authour 
_ andcauſe thereof , who by her waiting Gentlewoman A#filva bad twice ſought to poyſon her: and 
th-refore, lith he could not deliver her with her own ſafety , and his honour and conſcience, he was 
refolved to protec her in his Caftle, againſt any whoſocver, that thould ſeek either to enforce or 
offznd her. 
_  "Sebaſtion is perplexed at this ſtrange news, and wonderethat A#tonio*s reſolution : ſo doe the two 
G:ntlemen wich him. He deſires Antonio that he may fee and ſpeak with his Siſter Berinthia ; the 
 whichhe frecly and hononrably grants: and ſo taking bim by the hand, they enter the Hall, where 
Berinthia having notice hereof (accompanied with two of Antonio his Sifters) ſoon comes, and with 
chearfull countcnance advanceth towards her Brother : hee ſalutes her , and ſhe firſt him, then the 
other rwo Gentlemen her Couſins. Sebaffians prayes 4Rtonio,, that he may conter apart with his Sj- 
ſter. Antonio replics, that his Siſter Berinthiz's pleaſure ſhall. ever be his. She willingly conſents here- 
- utt when hetaking her by the hand,condufts her to the farcheft window,& there ſhewes her her dif- 
== obedience to her Father, her diſhonour to her ſelf, and grictto her friends, for this her unadviſed and 
” - raſhflight, and ſoperſwades her to return : and thar it ſhe intend to marry Antonio, this is not the 
ay., but rather a courſe as irregular as ſhamefull. His Siſter Berixthia delivers him at full the cauſe 
ofher departure , and very conſtantly affirmes what Antonio had formerly told him of her Siſter Ca» 
- talina's two ſeverall arterpts ro poyſon her by her wayting Gentlewoman Axfilva , though with 
more ample circumſtance and dilation * and to teftifie the truth , Diego is produced , who vowes and 
proteſts the ſame. Sebaſtiano checkes her of folly and cruelty , ſhewes her, that in ſecking to wrong 
others, ſhe onely wrongs her ſelf ; that in inventing and caſting a tcigned crime on her Sifter Cataline, 
{hz makes her own conſpicuous and true ; that ſhe bath no ſafety but in her return : whereunto with 
_ © many reaſons he ſcekes to perſwade and induce her. 
* His Siſter Berinthia again anſwereth him, that there is no ſafety for herin Arero, and that ſhe 
= cannot cxpeCt greater than ſhe finds in Elvas : ſh: prayes him to think charitably and honourably of 
= her d:parture, and ifever her Father will love her, ſhe requeſts him not to hate, but tolove Antonio, 
© whoſe Caſtle ſhe finds a San&tuary , both for her honour and life 3 taking God and his Angels, her 
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”" he will lcavc her to her folly, that to her ſhame , and her ſhame to her repentance , and ſo concludes 
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come into the Ciry, he conſults this buſinefle with the Gentlemen, his affociats, and both himſelt & 


= conſcience and foul to witnefſe , that her Siſter Catalina's crime is true and not feigned. Sebaſtians 
ſeeing Antonio reſoſute , and his Siſter wilfull and obftinate , beginnes co take Ieave, telling her, thac* 


to goe into the City , torefolve on what he hath to'doe, for her good and his owne honour. Antonio | 


praycs him to dine in his Caftle with his Siſter : bur he retuſeth it, ſaich be hath given the firſt breach 
' tqrhcir friendſhip, and his own honour, which he ſhall repent , if not repair, and ſodeparts, Being 
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* with Natare and Honour, how herein I might be direQed by them, and conſequently , thou by me , ſo 
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Hit. VII. " 
they are of opinion to ſend one polt to acquaiur his Father herewith , and fo to crave his plea+ - 
ſureand reſolution how he thall bear himiclt herein, Iris zver an cxcellenc point both of wif 
dom and diſcretion, for a Sonne to ſtcec his ations by the compaſs of his Fathers commands, 
His Couſen Vilandras undertakes this journcy to Avero. Old Y Yarezdis p=eplexed. and griec- 
ved at this report, and inſtead of comfort, receives mor: afflitian, his care, curiofitic, paſlion 
and griefe: ſeverally cxamineth, firit Catalina, rhen Anſitvar, who (like Theeves in a Fair ; 
or Martherers in a Forreſt ) he findes equally conftant intheir denyal , being ſo devoyd of 
grace, and replcat of impicty , as they confirm and maintain their innocencies with man 
bitter oaths and afſſevcratiens: So he recurns V:liandras to Elvas with this Letter to his Son S#+ 
baſtiano. 
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' VILAREZO to SEBASTIANO. , .; 


Commend thy wiſdome , as much as I diſprai ſe Antonio's reſolution, and grieve at thy Siſter Bc= 
rinthia's folly axd diſobedience, * T bave carefully and curiouſly examined thetwo parties, whom X 
finde as innocent as conſtant in the true deny al of their falſely objeied © erimes, 1 bave conſulted 


they ſuggeſt me this advice, and I adviſe thee this reſolution , either by the Law of the Kingdome, 
or by that of thy Sword , with expedition to return me my Daughter , thy Siſter Bzriathia z anda. let 
wot the Oratory either of Antonio's tongue, or her teares, perſwade thee to the contrary 3 for then as 
ſhe is guilty of our diſhonours, ſo we ſhall be, acceſſary ro bers. Let me underſtand the Precxnrng 


herein , aud according as occaſion ſhall preſent, if my ſickaeſſe and weakneſſe will not leave me, 1 
notwithſtanding will leave Aveo to ſee Elvas. 
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"'VILAREZO. 


Whiles Sebaſtiano is conſulting how to free his Siſter Berinthia from the power of Antonio , 
ſpeak we a little of Catalines, who (as sKilful in ſubrilie as malice) ſeeing her treachexy . and 
bloody intents revealed, thinks it now high time to make away and poyſon Arfilva z grounds 
ing ker reſolution on this maxim, both ot policy and «ſtate, That dead folkes dos neither 
harm nor tell tales. Bur behold here the juſtice and providence of God ! ſhe who laid ſnares 
for others, muſt now be taken in them her ſelf : a puniſhment which the fa of this wretched 
Gentlewoman findes, becauſe deſerved. There is. no vice nor malice, bur have their pretexts 
and colours; Catalina finds fault with two or three red pimples that Anſilva hath in her face , 
which ſhe will have taken away: She ſends for an Emp-rick, one Pedro Sarmieta, and proferech ' 6 
him one hundred Duckers to poyſon her, which like a limb ct the devil hz undertakes, and of 
fuling poyſon in ſome potions, he adminiſtreth ir her : {h: the very nexc day dyes : a fir CR 
and puniſhment for ſo graccle(s and bloody aGentlewoman, who (as we have formerly ſeen } 
made no religion nor conſcience, to attempt rwo ſeveral times ro poyſon the fair and virrugus 
Berinthia. | % 

Whilzs this Tragedy-is afting at Avero, Sebaftiqno begins to at another in Elves, butar 
ſand times lefſ: impious , and more honourable :, For having received his Fathe s.0rder wk 
landras, he now ſcnds him into the Caltle, to take Antonis's and Berinthia's laſt reſolucign : he* 
is admitted to them : Vz!landras diretts his ſpeech fart to Berzxthza, than ro Antoxio, to whom 
he relatcth his meflage, and Seboſtianss pleaſure. Berinthia returns him this anſwer 3 uſery 
Villandras, recommend me courtcouſly ro my brother Sebajtiauo, and rell:hina my fick anſwer 
and reſolution is,and ſhall be my laft. And (quorh Artexio) 1 pray yelikewiſe inform him:from 
me, that Berinthia's will is my law, and her refolution mine, and that 1 will be as carcfull as 
willing and ready to lofe my life in defence and preſervation of hers, Villandrgs returnes and 
acquaints Seba#t:ano with this their laſt reſolurionsz from which he allegeth jr is impollible for 
them to be difſwaded or diverted. Sebaſtian is beaten with rwo contrary and irecfolute winds, 
what to docin a bulineſs of this nature, either to recover his Sifter by Law, or by Armg,;. & 


I 3 


Law, he holds it a courſc both cowardly and prejudicial; by Arms, he fees he muſt kill him 
or his friend 3 to undertake the firſt, would be the laughter of Antonio 3 and not toattempr. 
ſccond, the ſhame of all Portugal and Spain : he therefore prefers generolity before reaſon, and 

ſion above judgement, and ſo rclolves to fight with Anton ; tro which-end he, makes chaice of 
his Coſcn Villandras tor his Sccond; and the-naxrt morn ſends him to the Caſtle with this Chal- 
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againſt Murther, ; Book II, 


SEBASTIANO to ANT ONIO. 
Muſt either return wySifter B:rinthia ts Avero, or loſe my life here at Elvas; for I hadrather die, 
than live t0 ſee ber diſhonour , ſith hers is mine : neither do I firſt inſringe or violate the bonds of our 
familiarity, rather thy ſelf , ſith thou art both the author and canſe thereof : wherefore of two things 
reſolve on one , Either before to morrow morning ſix of the clock render me my Siſter Berinthia, or elſe 
at that hour meet me on foot , with thy Second, in the ſquare green Meadew under thine cwn Caſtlh 4 
where the choice of two fingle Rapiers ſhall await or attend thee. If thou art honourable, thou wilt 


grant my firſt 3 if generous, not deny my ſecond requeſt. 
SEBASTIANO. 


Antonio receives this Challenge, bears it privately from all the world, eſpecially from his 
ſweet Berinthia, who ( poor Lady ) little imagines or ſuſpefts her Brother and Lover are ruſh - 
ing forth for her ſake : He returnes this anſwer by Villandras, that he cannot grant Sebaftiano 
his firſt requeſt z nor will not deny him his ſecond. So hechuſeth a Coſen-germane of his, a 
valiant young Gentleman , tearmed Don Belaſco, who willingly and freely engageth himſelf 
in this quarre]. So he and Villandras that night ( with as much friend(hip as ſecerie ) meet in 
the City, and refolve on the Rapicrs, and other ceremonies requiſite in Duels. The morn a 
p:are*, when our combatants lcap from their beds to the field 5 where, a little before fix ( being 
the appointed hour ) all partics appear : the Seconds perform their office in viſiting the Prin- 
cipals, who caft off their doublets and draw, and ſo traverſing their ground, they, with 
judgement and generofity, fall to their bufineſsz at the firft cloſe, Antonio is wounded inthe 
xight erm,and Sebaſtien in the left fideywhich glanced on a ribzat the ſecond, Sebaftiano wounds 
Antonio betwixt the breaft and ſhoulder, a little above his right pap,and he him clean thorow the 
body , of a large and dangerous wound, whence ifſueth forth aboundance of blood : ſo they 
divide themſelves and take breath : again fall to it, and at this third cloſe, Sebaftiano re- 
paics Antonio with a mourntull and fatal intereft ; for he runs him thorow the body on the left 
{ide a lictle below the heart 3 whereof ſtaggering, he falls, and ſo Sebaſtiane diſpatcheth him , 
and nailes him to the ground ftark dead. Villandras congratulates with him for his viRtory , 
which Sebaftiano with much modeſty aſcribes to the power and providence of God , and not 
to the weakneſs of his own arm. ' Bellaſco is no way daunted with the misfortune and death of 
- is Principal, but rather like a generous Gentleman, and valiant Second, reſolves to ſell ir 

dearly to Villandres. Fhey arc not long unſheathing of their Rapicrs ; for as ſoon as Bellaſcs 
hath covercd up Antonio with his cloak, they approach; at their firft meeting, Bellsſco ſleightly 
Hurts Yillexdras in the right ſhoulder , and Fillavdras him thorow the body and reins with 
A 
Fare ging his death , he with a faint language begs his life of Yillandyas, when at the fight and 


ng hereof , throws away hisown Rapicr, and floopes to affift him, But in vain ; for it is 


not in hixpower to give him hislife 3 for by this time he is dead, and his foul departed to ano = 


ther world. 


'* This tragical news is ſoon known and bruited in' Elvas, whereof the Criminal Judges of | 


hat Ciry remit Seboſtiano with as much caſe as Villandras with difficulty ( in favour of money 
'and friends Jand obtain thcir pardons, And now the news hereof likewiſe flyes to Aotoniv's Ca- 
file, where his dead body and that of Bellaſco arc qnny conveighed and hrought, to the 
grief and ſorrow of all theſe of the Caftle, who bitterly weep for the diſafter of their Lord and 


'Mafter. / But all theſe teares are nothing to thoſe of Antonio's two Sifters; nor theirs any _ 


-in compariſon of theſe of our ſweet Berinthia, who is no ſooner advertiſed hereof, but ſhe fa 

"to the ground with ſorrow, and thetc wrings her hands, beats her breaft, and tears off her hair 
in ſach mouenfull and pittyfall ſort, that Cruelty her ſelf could not refrain from teares, to ſec 
'the numberlef: infinity of kers : Counſel, advice, perfwafion cannot perſwade her to give amo- 


 deration to her mourning, or limits to her ſorrows; for they arc ſo violent, as their extremity - 


- exceedsall exccfſe. | She will ſee the dead body of her dear Antonio 3 all thoſe of the Caftle are 
- nat capable to divert her cyecs from this wofull and pittiful obje&; at the fight whereof ſhe falls 

to the ground on her knees, and gives to his breathleſs body a thouſand kiflzs : yea , ſhe waſheth 
checks with a whole deluge and inundation of her ſalt tearesz ſhe cannot ſpeak 


2 3 or faking. nor Utter a word for weeping; onely wringing her hands , ſhe at laft breathed 


farall wound , wherewith his Sword fell from him, and he to the ground z who fearing and 'F 


e mourafull and paſſionate ſpeeches : O my dear Antonio, my ſweet anddear 4n- 


tonite \ 


Ts a 0 LY W_- YEE Hy —_—  - = 


—.. 
.. 


— 


PET 


Hiſt. VII, — Antonioand Berinibia, 


. 


tonio, Antonio, would God my death had ranſomed and prevented thine, O my Antoni, my An- 
tonio. Beet 
L-ave we Berinthia to her paſſionate ſorrows, and ſorrowfal paſſions, from which her Brother 
Sebaſtiano will ſoon awake h:zr 3 who by this time as Victor and Conquerour, is come to the 
Caſtle-gate, and demands her, where he ſees himſelf refuſed, and the draw-bridges and ap- 
proaches drawn up and rampicred with Barricadoes : he craves ayd of the Criminal Judges , 
who ſend the Provoſt with an arm:d company of Souldiers;z fo they force the Caftle gate with 
a Petard, where forrowfull Berinthia is dclivered into the hands of her joyfull and rcjoycing 
Broth :r Seba/ti2n2, who with ſweet perſwaſions and advice ſeeks to exhale and dry up her tcars: 
but her aff:&ion is ſo great, as ſh: isnot capable of conſolation. In a word, ſhe cannot looke on 
h:rc Brother wich the eye of aff:&ion, bur of revengeand indignation; yea, {he wiſhcth her ſclt 
metamorphoſed from a Virgin to a man, that ſh: might be revenged of ker Brother for the death 
of her dear Lover Antonio. Sebaſtian» leaving the dead bodies of Antonio and Be/laſco to their 
Graves, takes Coach with his incenſed and ſorrowfull Siſter Berinthia; and ſo leaves Elvas and 
returns towards Averoz where his Father Vilarez9, and his Mother A!phanta welcome him home 
with praiſe, and their Daughter Berinthia with checks and frowns , who (' the beſt ſhee my J) 
ſnothers her diſcontents ; but yet vows to be revenged of her Brother, for killing thc life of her 
Joy, and joy of her lite, Antonio. Bar all vows of this bloody nature and quality, are better 
broken than kept, which it Berixthia had hid the grace ro have conſidered, and made good uſe 
of, doubrlefi: her hand had proved more joyful, and nor fo fatal and miſerable. | 
Com: we now to Catalins, who (ceing the objeR ofher aff.ction, Antonio dead, and her Siſter 
Berinthia returned , who, for his ſake, was that of her living malice, ſhe ſecretly confef{zth her 
fault to her Siſter, in ſeeking formerly twice to have poyſoned her by Arſilva, craves pardon of 
her, vowinghenceforch to convert her malice into affe&tion , and ſo reconciles her ſ[clfto hers 
wherunto her Siſter Berinthia willingly condeſcendeth. Catalina hath made her peace with her 
Sifter, bucſh: hach not contraft:d and concluded it with God for Anſilva's death, Earth may 
forget this M iccher, but H:aven will not. Gods judgements are as juſt as ſecret, and as true as 
wond:rfal ; for he hach a thouſand means to puniſh us, when we think our ſelves ſafeſt and fur- 
theft from puniſhment : which 01 wretched Catalina, and her exccrable Emperick Sarmiata 
ſhall ſee verifi:d in themſelves. For the ſmoak of this their bloody crime of Marther, hath pierced 
the Vaules and Window: of H:aven, and is aſccnded to the Noftrils of the Lord, who hath now 
bent his Bow, and made ready his Arrows to revenge and puniſh them. The manner is 
thus. | ny 
A Siſftzr of Anſilva's, named Iſabella, is to be married in Avero , who invites the Ladies Ca- 
talina and Beriathia | to her Wedding. Berinthia is too ſorrowful to bee fo merty , as defi- 
rous rath:r to goe to her own Grave, than to any others Naptials : ſo ſhe ſtaycs at home, - 
only her Siſter Catalina takes Coach,with an intent to accompany the Bride-woman toChurche: 
but ſce thz Providence and Juſtice of God, how it ſurpriſcth and overtakes this wretched Gen= 
tleweman (atalinz ! tor as th: was in h:rway , the Sun is inſtantly eclipſed, and the Skics o- 
vercaſt, and fo a terrible and fteartal Thunderbolt picrceth her thorow che breaſt, and laycs her 
near d:ad in her Coach ; her Waiting-maids and Coach-man having no hurt, are yet amaz:d at 
this ſtrange and diſmal accidznt; fo they think ir fit to return. Catalina is for a time ſpeechleſs, 
hee Parents are asit were dead with grief and forcow herear, ſhe is committed to her bed, and 
ſcarch:d, and all her body above her waſte is found cole-black : the beſt Phyſicians and Chi- 
rurgians are ſent for , they ſec hzr death-ftrucken with that Planer, and therefore adjudge their 
8Kill bac vain : her ftrength and ſenſes fall from her, which Cataline having the happineſs to 
perceive, anc! grace to feel, will no longer be ſeduced with the D-vils temptations. The Divines 
prepare hier ſoul tor H:aven,and now (hz will no longer difſemble with man or God ; ſhe will not 
chargz her conſcience with fo toul a Crime as Marther, the which ſhce knows will prove a top 
to the fruition of her feliciry. She confeſſ:th, ſh:e twics procured her Waicing-gentlewoman 
Anſilva to poylon her Sift:r B-rinthia; and fiace that, ſhe hath given Sarwiata one hundred 
Dackets to poyſon the ſaid A sfilva, which he pzrform:d, and whereof ſhe humbly begs pardon 
of all che world, and religiouſly of Gol, whom ſh: b:ſc:cheth tobe marciful to her ſoul : and 
ſo, though ſh: lived prophan2ly and impiouſly , yet ſh: died repentantly and religiouſly. Vila- 
rez? and Alphanta , hee old Parents, grieve and torme at her death , but more cxtreamly at 
the m 111:c thereof, and eſpzcially at the confeſſin of h:r bloody crimes, as well rowards 
living B:rinthia, as dead Aufilva, only their Dauzhter Berinthia is filent hereat ; glad thar 
ſh: is freed of anenzmy, forrowtul, to have loſt a Siſter : they arc infinitely vexed to pub= 
liſh th:ic Duwzhter Catalina's crimes, yet they are inforced to it, that thereby this Sarrizetay. 


this Ag:nt of H:l1 may receive condigne paniſhm:nt for his bloody off:ace here on' carth, . - Bu 
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So they acquaint the Criminal Judges h:ceot , who d-cree order and power for l:is apprehen- 
fion. Sarmiata is revellingand fcafting ac Iſabella's Wedding, to which he is appointed and 
req 1:[ted to furniſh rhe Sw-ec-meats for the Banquets ; but he liccle thinks whar ſowre ſauce 
_ thece is providing for him. We arc never nearcft dangers, than when we think our ſclves furrhett 
from it : and alchough his ſinfull ſecurity was ſuch, 2s the D:vill had madz kin forget his 
M-urther of Auſilva , yet God will, and doth remember it ; and lo, here comes his ftorm, here 
his apprzhenfion, and preſently bis puniſhment. By this time the news of C2talina's ſudden 
death (but not of her ſecret conf:{ſion_) is publiſh:din Avero, and arrived ar the Bride-houle , 
which gives both aſtoniſhment and grict to all the world , bur eſpecially ro Sarmiata, whoſe 
heare and conſcience now rings him many chundering peales of fear, terrour, and deſpair : his 
bloody thoughts purſue: him like ſo many Blood-hounds, and becauſe he hath forſaken God, 
therefore the D:vi] will not forſake him 3 he counſelleth him to flyc,and to provide for his ſafe- 
ty : but what fafety ſ»unſecure, ſo dangerous, or miſcrable tor a Chriſtian, as to chrow him- 
ſelt into che Devils prorcc&ion ? Sarmiats hereon tearing that Catalina had revealed his Poy . 
ſoning of Anſilva, very ſecretly teales away his cloak, and fo {lips down to a Poſtern-door 
of the little Court, hoping to eicape, bur heis deceived of his hopes; for the eye of Gods 
providence finds him out. The houle is beleagured tor him by Othcers, who apprehend him 
as hee iſſueth forth, and ſo commir him cloſe priſoner. In the atternoon the Judges examine 
him apon the poyſoning of A»ſilva, and the receipt of one hundred Dackets to cffeF it , from 
Catalina , which ſhe at her death confeſſed.” He addes finne to finne, and denies with many 
impioas ozthes, and feartull imprecations z but they avail him nothing : his Judges cenſure 
him to the Rack , where, upon the firſt torment he confef{cth it, but with fo gracelcfl: an im- 
pudency, as hc rather rejoiceth than grieves hereat z where we may obſerve, how ſtrongly the 
D-vil ticks to him, and how cloſely he is bewitched ro the D.vil. So tor reparation of this 
foul crime of his, he is condemnedto be Hanged, which the next morn is pertormed right a- 
gainſt Vilarezo his houſe, at the Gallows purpoſely ereed ; and which is worſe than all the 
reſt, as this lewd villain Sarmiata lived prophanely, fo he died as deſperately , without repzn- 
ting his bloody fatt, or imploring pardon or mercy of God for the ſame. O miſerable cx- 
ample ! O fearfull end ! Obloody and damnablemiſcreant ! We have ſeen the Theatre of this 
Hiſtory gored with great variety of blood, the mournfull and lamentable ſpefracle whereof 
is capable to make any Chriſtian heart rekent into pitty, compaſſion , and tearcs. But this is 
not all , we ſhall yet ſee more , not that it any way increaſeth our terrour, but rather our con- 
ſolation, ſich thereby we may obſerve that Murther comes trom Satan, and its puniſhment from 
God, 

Catalina's confeſſion and death isnot capable to deface and waſh away Berinthia's malice and 
revenge to her Brother Sebai7iamo, for killing of her dear and ſweet Love Antonio. Orcher Tra- 
© gedics ar: paſt, but this as yet not ated, but to come : Lo now at laſt (though indced too too 
foon) it comes on the Stage. 

The remembrance of Antoxio and his affcCions is till freſh in her youthfull thoughts and con- 
templations 3 yea, hisdead 14:2 1s alwaics preſent and living in her heart and breaſt : *isrruc, 
Sebaftiano is her Brother 3 'tis as true ſhe faith, that if hee had not killed Antonio, Antonio 
bad been her Husband. Again , ſh:e conſidereth , that as Antonio's life preſerved hers from - 
deaih , ſo herlife hath been the cauſe of his : ard as he loſt his life tor her ſake , why 
ſhould not ſhelikewiſc leave hers for his? or rather , why ſhould ſhe permit him to live, who 
hath bercaved her of him ; But her living aff:C&ion to her dead friend is fo violent , and 
withall ſo prejudicate and revengefull , as ſhe neither can, nor will ſce her Brother , who 
killed him, but with malice and indignation. Inſtead of confilting with nature ard grace , 
the onely converfeth with chollcr and paſſion; yea, ſhe is ſo miſerably tranſported in her rage , 
and withall ſo outragcoulywiltfull in her reſolution , that ſhe ſhuts the door of her heart ro the 
two former virtues, to whom ſhe ſhould open it, and opencth it to the two latter vices, 'gainſt 
whom {hee ſhould ſhut it. A miſery <quall ominous and fatall , where Reaſon is not the 
chicf Mifſtrefſe of..our Paſſions, and Religion the Queen of our Reaſon. She ſees this bloody 
attempt of hers, whereinto- ſhee is upon entring , is both finfull and impious z and yer her 
. Faith is ſo weak towards GOD, and the Devil ſo flrong with her, as ſhe is conſtant co ad- 
vance , and reſolute not to retire therein. Oh that Berizthia's former Virtues ſhould bee dif: 
| graced with fo foul a Vice! and oh that aface fo ſweetly fair, ſhould be accompanied and 
linked with a heart ſocruelly barbarons, fo bloadily inbumane ! for what can ſhe hope from 
this arremprt in killing her Brother , but likewiſe to ruin her ſ=zIf ? nay, had ſhe had any ſparke 
of wit or grace kft her, ſh:e ſhould confider, thar for this foul off:nce her body ſhall receive 

| puniſhment. 
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paniſhmenr in chis world, and her ſout , without repentance, in,that to come ; bur-the cayave 
erc& hereycs to heaven 3 ſhe is all ſer on revenge 3 fo the: Devill hath plorred the Murther of 
her Brother Sebaſtians, and ſh:, like a moſt wrereched, and inhumane Sifter, will ſpeedily att ic. 
The manner is thus (the which I cannot remember without gricf, nor pen without4cares ) 


She provides her ſclfc of a long and ſharp Knife , the which, ſomc ten daics attcr rhe death. 


of her Siſter (atalina, *twixt tour and five of the clock in rhe morning, hz hides in one of 
her flceves, and the better to cover and overveile hervillany , ſh:e in the ſame hand cakes her 
Lute, and ſo enters her Brothers Chamber, and findes him fl:eping, being a pretty way diſtant 
from hers, and his Page Phlipps in a lower Chamber underhim, refolving thar it ſh: had found 
him waking, ſh:c would play on her Lute, and affirm, (he came to give him the good mor- 
row. But SebafFians his fortune, or rather his misfortune was ſach , that he was then ſound- 


ly __ » without dreaming, or once thinking what ſhould befall him, when this wrerch- 
cd 


window, draws out herdevilliſh Knife forth her {I:eves and as a ſhe-devill incarnate, cars 
his throat, to. the end he might neither cry nor ſpeak ; and fo, though with a fetnale handg 
yet with a maſculin2 courage, ſhee ( with as much malice. as haftc) gives him ſeven fe- 
verall wounds thorough the body , and as near the heart as ſhee could 3 whereef he twice 
turning bimſelfe in his bed, never ſprawled more 3 and then raking np her Lute, and lea-: 
ving rw recking in his own blood, ſhe after this her moſt helliſh fa&t, hics her ſelfe wo her 
Chamber. 

This cruell Murther is not ſo cloſely trated and atted , but Philippo, Sebaſtiano's Page, 
hearcs ſome extraordinary ſtirring and firuggling in his Maſters chamber, and fo leaps out 
of his B:d, and taking his Cloak on his ſhoulders, and his Rapier in his hatid, he aſcefids rhe 
ftaires; where Berinthia hath not made ſo great ſpeed, bur he ſees her entring her Chamber, 
and throwing her door after her 3 whence running to his Maſters Chamber, hee findes rhe 
doore open, and his Maftcr moſt cruelly murthered in his bed , of cighit ſeverall wounds; ar 
which bloody and lamentableſpeRtacle, hee makes many bitter and pittifull out-cryes; where- 


at all the houſe is in allarum , and the folkes and ſcrvants repair thither of all fides. By 


this time Berinthia hath ſhifted her ourward Taffata Gown, ſprinkled all with blood , and 


wrapt her bloody knife cloſe init , and for the more fecrecie throws it in her Cloſe-ſtoole , * 


and ſo awaits the comming upof her Father and Mother, whom the mournfull eccho; and 
forrowfull nzws of their Son Sebaftzano*s crucll Murther , had with af occan of tearcs waſted 
to his Chamber , with whom Berinthia likewiſe , all blubber*d with tearcs, enters. They 
are all amazel at the fight of this bloody and breathlefft corps, and wringing their hands, Fa< 


exccrable Siſter Berinthis , ſtalkes cloſe ro him , and "ayiog her Lute ſoftly on the * 
c 


ther, Mother, Daughter , and Servants look one on another in this calamity, and at thisfor= "Pit: oe © 


rowfull diſaſter. They. ſcarch every Chamb:r; Vault, and Door of the Houſe, and find no -- 


body , nor print of drops of blood whatſoever 3; when Phi/lippo the Page cryes out , that 
he £ Bo it is the Lady Berinthia , who bath murthered her Brother, arid his Mafter Seb4- 
ftiano, for that he ſaw her flying to her Chamber as he aſcended the ftaires, Vilarezo and 
Alphanta his Wife are doubly amazed at this report , bur gracelefe Berinthiz is no way Haim» 
ted or aſtoniſhed hereat , but affirmes ſhee likewiſe heard ſome Rtirring in her Brochers 
Chamber , which made her arife , and come to the Stair-head z where ſecing Philippo, Thee 
being in her night-artire, modeſty made her tetire toher Chamber. They all bclicvethe fa- 
gar of her words, and rhe circumſtance of herexcuſe ; yet they will not proctaime her jnno= 
cency , til they have.ſearched her Chamber and all her Trunks, where they find no Knife, Stil- 
lctto, Dagger, or any other offenfive Weapon 3 and fo her Father and Motheegcquir her 3 bur 
God will not. Notwithſtanding they muſt advertiſe the Crirhinal Judets of this kamncable 
and bloody Murther of their Sonne , which they doe, So they arrive; vilic the dcad bedy; and. 
cauſe all the houſe to be ſearched ; but as ſooh as they heard Philippo's ſpeeches; and fulpmion of 
Berimhia, then conſidering her affetion to Antonio, and bet brorher Sebaftiaud*skilitig of him 
at Elvas, they attribute this to be her fa&t, as proceeding from paſſtonace revenge 3 when the [e- 
quel and circumſtances thereof being apparenit in themſelvee, they not regarding her Fathers 


ens. he Mothers requeſts, and her- own tears, {ciz: on her, and ſo ſtd and commir her clofe 


rifoncr : where, wretched Gentlewoman, ſhe hath a whole night left and given her, to fes ag} 
conſider the foulneſs of her fat, and to prepare her ſelf to her anfwer : which whether ic will 


breed in her confeſſion or denyal, obſtinacy or repentancezas yet 1 kriow not. So from her imprt= 
fonment come we to her anſwer. | 


Avero rings with the news of this foul and bloody Murther. All bewaile, all lamenc 
the death of Sebaſtian; as a Gentleman who was truly noble, truly penerons : bur fits Fa- 
I 3 | 
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ther Vilarezo and Mother Alphanta ſeem to drown themſelves in their teares, at theſe mournful 
accidents, ſtrange croſſcs, and unheard=of affliftions of theirs. For though they will not be-. 
lieve, yer hey deeply feare, that their Daughter Berinthia was the Murtherer of her Brother! 
Schaſtiand: And as affeftion ſeems to divert them from this opinion , ſo reaſon endeavoureth' 
to perſwade and confirm them inthe contrary. The next morn the Judges fit, and ſend for 
Berinthia , who comes accompanied with her Parents , and many of her Kinfolks ; they again 
examine her , and confront her with Philippoz ſhe is firm in her denyal, and her Judges find 
circcumſtances,but no probabilicy nor witneſſe againſt her,ſufficient to convitt her of this crime z 

ct- direQed by the finger of God, they condemn her to the Rack. One of her Judges pittying 
lier deſcent, youth, and beauty , as much as he deteſts this bloody Murther , intreats that her 
Chamber may be ficſt curiouſly ſearched , &c fhe were expoſed to the Rack. This advice and 
requeſt is heard and followed with approbation. He, and two other Officers, accompanied 
wirh ſome of her Friends, repair to Vilarezo his houſe, and Berinthia her Chamber ; they 
leave no place, Trunk , Cheft, or Box , unſcarched ; yea, their curiofity, or to ſay truer, their 
z:ale and fidelity to Juſtice deſcends ſo low, as to viſit her Cloſe-ſtool , which, for want of 
the Key, they break open; and behold the Providence and Juftice of God ! here they finde 
Berinthia's bloody Gown, and therein very cloſely wrapt up that helliſh Knife , wherewith 
ſhee perpetrated this inhumane Murther on her onely Brother. They praiſe and glorifie God 
for the diſcovery hereof , and fo return to their Tribunal of Juftice , bringing theſe bloody 
evidences with them , which Beriathiz might all this while have removed , it God, to his glo- 
ry, and her ſhame, had not all this time purpoſely blinded the eyes of her judgement to the 
contrary. Art the fight hereof , ſhe without any torment, confeſ{:th the Murther , and with 
many teares repents her ſelf of ic; adding withall, that her affe®:ion to Antonio led her to this 
revenge on her Brother : and therefore beſcecheth her Judges to have compaſſion on her youth. 
But the foulneſs of her fait, in thoſe grave and juſt perſonages , wipes off the fairnefle of her 
requeſt : So they conſult and pronounce Sentence againſt her, That for expiation of this her 
cruel Murther on the perſon of her Brother, ſhe the next morn ſhall be hanged in the publike 
Market place. 

So all praiſe God for the deteCtion of this Iamentable Murther , and for the condemnation 
of this ex:crable Murtherefſe ; and thoſe who before looked on her youth and beauty with 
pitty,now bchold her foul crime with hatred and deteftation ; and as they applaud the fincerity 
of her former affe&ion to Antoxo , fo they farre more deteſt and condemne this her inhumane 
cruelty to her own Brother Sebaſtiano. Bat what grict is there comparable to that of her Fa- 
ther and Mother 2 Whoſe age, content, and patience is not onely battered, but razed down 
with the ſeveral affaults of affliftion ; fo as they with themſelves buried, or that their Chil- 
dren had been unborn 3 for it is rather a torment than a grief to them, that they, whom they 
hoped: would have been props and comforts to their age , ſhould now prove inſtruments and 
ſubje&s to ſhorten their daics , and conſequently to draw their age to the miſcries of an un- 
timely and forrowful grave. But although they have tafted a world of gricf and anxiety, firft 
for the dcath of their Daughter Cateliaz, and then of their onely Son Sebaſtian 3 yet it pier- 
ceth thern to the heart and gall , that this their laft Daughter and Child Berinthia ſhould paſſe 
by the paſſage of a Halter, and end her daies upon ſo ignominious and ſhamefull a Stage as 
the Gallowes, which would adde a blemiſh to the Iuftre of their blood and poſterity , that 
time could never have power cither to wipe off , or wafh away 3 which to prevent, V:larezs 
and his Wife Alphantz uſe all their friends and mortall powers, towards the Judges, to con« 
vert their Daughters Sentence into a lefſe ſhamefull, and more honourable death. So although 
the Gallows be ered , Berinthia prepared to dye , and a world of people,yca, in a manner, 
the whole people of Avero concurr'd and ſeated to ſec her now take her laft farewell of the 
world yet the importunacy and miſery of her Parents, her own deſcent, youth, and beau- 
tie, as alſo her endeared affe&ion and fervent love to her Lover Antenis, at laſt obtain come 
paſſion and favour. of her Judges. So they revoke and change their former decree, and 
ſweeten the rigour thereof with one more honourable and mild , and Icfſ: ſharp, bitter, and 


ſhamefull, and definitively adjudge her tobe immured up betwixt two Walls, and there with 
>. a ſlknder diet to cnd the remainder of her dayes. And this ſentence is ſpeedily put in cxecu- 


tion 3 whereat her Parents, Friends, and Acquaintance , yea, all that knew her, very birterl 
grieve and lament 3 and farre the more, in reſpe& they cannot bee permitted to ſee or viſis 


'* her, or (he them; onely the Phyficians and Divines have admittance and accefſe to her, thoſe 


to provide carthly Phyfick for her body 3 and theſe, ſpiritual for her foul. And in this lamen- 


\ ble eſtate ſhe is very penitent and repentant for all her finnes in gcneral , and for this her vile 
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Murcher ot her Brother in particular : yea, little imprifonfiient, or rather mmeSpirit of 

hath opened the cycs of her Faith , who now defying the Devil who had ſeduced and 

4 , drawn her hereunto; ſhe makes alſo her peace with GOD, and affurcs her { that her 
- trae repentance hath made hers with him, So unaccuftomed to be pent apin ſo treifgWand dark 


-a Mew , theycllow Jaundics, and a burning Feaver ſurprize her 5 and ſo ſhe ends her miſerable 
aics. A 5 "Fad ny 
ge and Marther, which the undertakers ( by the juft 


Lo, thzfe ace the bitter fruits of Revenge 1 
judgement of God) are inforced to taſte and ſwallow down, when inthe heat of rhcir youch,, 
and h:ight of their impicty, they Jeaft dream or think thereof 3. by the fight of which great e&f- 
f,fion of blood , yea, by all theſe varieties of mournful and faral accidents , it we will divorce 
our thoughts from Hell ro Earth, and wed our contemplations and affeRtions from Earthto 
Heaven, we ſhall then, as true Chriſtians, and ſons of the cternal God, run the race of our mor« 
cality in peace in this world, and conſequently be rewarded with a glorious Crown of inundr- 
cal fclicity inthat to come, ; 23 
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>  andſolikeHcathens fall from vice to vicez whereas we fhould as Chriſtians, grow up 


-<.cin this life, of our fouls in that to come 3 than which no miſcry- can be fo great 


* x houghts,ncither can we ſo conſerve or ſanftific our bodies,but tha 
=> : ſometimes affayl us ( or rather thedevil in it.) bnt to pollute 
Re avalai hem from the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, ro the'nagi 
—- | -rupt Nature ſeem to allow or tollerate , yet Grace doth not 
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K. * _ ©» -HISTORS, vil. 
. "i © Bluile treacherouſly wnurtkereth Poligny 6s et, Lauricta Poligny's Miitris, betrayeth ye 
Gs i crea e/y ones caLAPS reins Flier bizethorew the body with « Piel, when of 
-* *  fifled by ber Waiting-MuidLucilla, they kewiſe give bim many wounds with @ Ponyard, aud ſo 
" urther bim. Lucilla flying for this fas , is drowned ina Lake, and Lauricta is taken, hanged 
and burnt for the ſame. 


rT is an _infillible 3daxim, that if we our hearts to finne, we ſhut them to godlineſs ; 
Þ-for as foon as we follow Satan, 'God dons from ws, becauſe we farft fled from him 3 bur that 
is mercy may ſhine in ouringratitude, he by his ſervants, his holy Spirit, and himſelf, ſeckes 
þ; | oi to reclaim us, as well from the vanity of our thoughts , as from the prophanencſs, 
of our ations : But if we become obftinate and obdurate in our is og 7 
om 


© virtue to victuc; then it isnothe,but our ſelves tharmake both ſhipwrack of our ſelves & ſouls; 


ate and miſcrable. Iris tryc, the beſt of Gods children are fubjeft to fin 3 bur 
rere therein, is the-triie way as well to hell as death. All have not the gife 


One! de. 
- ifeldome wichout another, cirher at her heels or clbory', fo roo: !: 
--ompanieth Fornication and Adultery 3 as if one of _ me 
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Hit. VIII, Belnile ndLawiets, 


foul crimes were not cnough to make ug miferablc, bat that inſtead of going, we will ne:ds ride 
poſt to hell. A wofull Pcetident, and lamentable and mburnfull Example whereof, 1 h:re pro- 
-.duce to the view of the world in threeunfortunate perſonages, in a laſcivious Lady, and two 
Tewd and deboſht young Gentlem, who all very lamencably caft chemfcl ves away upon the 
Sylla of Fornication, and the Charybdis of Muriher ; for they found the fruits and cnd of their - 
beaftly pleaſures far more bitter than their b:ginning was ſweet :/ yea, and b:cauſe at firſt- they 
would notloek on repentance, at laft ſhame Iooks on them, and they, when it is too late, both 
on a miſerable ſhame, and a ſhamefull miſery. May - wee all rcade it to Gods glory , and 
conſequently to the reformation of our lives, and the conſolation and ſalvation of our own 
' fouls, 


In the beautifull City of Avignion ( ſeated in the Kingdom of France, and in the Province 
of Provence) being, the Capital ofthe Datchy of YVerifſe; belonging to the Pope, and wherein 
for the term of well near cighty years, they held their Pontifical Sze, there dwelt a young Gen-= 
tlewoman of fome twenty years of age, term:d Ma1emoy ſoils Laurieta, whoſe Father and Mo- 
ther being dead, was lefr alone to her ſelf, their onely child and heir, being richer in B:auty 
than lands, and cnducd with many excellent qialities and perkc&tons, which gave grace and 
luftre to her B:auty , as her Beauty did to them : For the ſpake the Latine and lralfan tongue 
perfe&t, was very expert andexceltent in linging, dancing, muſick, painting and th: Iike, which 
made her famous in that City. Bt as there needs bur one Vice to eclipſe and drowit many Vir 
races 3 ſo thisfair Laurzeta was more beautifull than chaſte, and nor halt ſo modeſt as laſcivi- 
ous. It is a great happineſs for children co enjoy their Parents, as a miſery to want them. : For 
Laurieta's Father and Mother had been infinicely carefirll and carious to train ker op.in the 
School of Virtue and Picty , whercin her youth had ( during the termof their lives) made a 

happy entrance, ond as I may ſay, a fortunate and glorivus progreſſion. But when God, the 
| grcat Moderatory and ſoveraign Judge of the World, had in his eternal Decree and ſacred Pro-' 
vidence taken th:m out of this world, thety Laurietz was left to the wide world, and to the 
vanity thereof, without guide or governour,, expoſed to the varicty of the fortunes; or rather 
the misfortunes of the times, as a Ship withour a Pilot or Hclm, ſubject to the mercy of every 
 mercileff: wind and wave of the Sea : yea, and then it wasthart ſhe forgot her former modeſty 
and chaſtity, and now began to adore the Shrines of Venus and Cupid, by polluting and profti-' 
tuting her body to the beaſtly pleaſures of Luſt and Fornication, wherein ( it grieves me to re- 
Jate ) ſhe took a great delight and felicity, Bur ſhe ſhall pay dear for this bitrer-ſweet Vice of 
hers 3 yea, and though it feem to begin in content and plcafurc , yet we ſhall affaredly ſee is 
end in ſhame, repentance and mifery : For this ſinne of Whorcdom berrayes when it ſeemes ro 
delight us, and ſtrangleth, whenic makerh greateſt ſh:w to imbrace us : ſo ſweet and pure vir- 
tacs are Modeſty and Chaſtity ; fo foul and fatall vices , are Concnpifeience and Luft. Bar 
\ he with whom fhe was moſt familiar , and to whom fhee imparted the greateſt part of her 
favours, was to one Monſieur de Belluile , 'a' ypteper young Gentleman , dwelling near the 
City of Arles, by birth and cxtrattion , ar otherwife more rich than wife z who 
comming to Avignion, no fooner ſaw Lautieta, bathe both gloricd inthe fight of her fin- 
gular, and triumphed in the contemplation of her exquitire and incomparable beauty, making .- 
. that his beſt c nent , arid this his Fwcereſt felicirys that, his ſoveraign'good ; and this, his hea- 
ven upon earth : fo as lofing himſelf in the labyrinth of ker beauty, and as ir were drowning 


his choughts-in the ſeg of his Concupiſcence and Scnfuality, he ſpends not onely his whole 5 + 


time, bur a great part of his wealth in wantonizing and entertaing ber : a viciousand foul fault, 
- not onely peculiar to Belluile, but incident and fatall toroo many Gallants, as well of moſt 
_ partsof Cheiſtendome in general, as of Fraxce in particular 3'itbeing indeed a diſaſterous 
and- dangerous Rock , whereon many tnconfiderate and wretched Gentlemen have fuffer= 
ed Shipwrack , not onely of their reputations, hcalths and eſtates, bat many t imcs of their 
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Gods Revenge againſt Murther, Book 11]. 
into repentance. Bur he is too diffolace and vicious, to be ſo happily reclamed from Laurjeta ; 
and therefore he is reſolved, nor onely to juſtific his innocency , but thereby alſo to perſevere 
in his finne : He is acquainted with many Gentlemen, who forgetting themſelves, conceive a 
felicity and glory, to cre& the Trophees of their vanitics upon the diſparagement of Ladies 
honours: yea, hee ſeems ſo farre trom being guilty of this crrour , as hee taxeth and con- 
demnes others in being guilty or accefſary thereunto. So, although his Miſtris Laurieta re- 
main ftill coy:, ſtrange, and haggard to him , yet he perſevereth in his aff. &tion to her ; who 
at laſt adjudging of his innocency by his conſtancy ; and of that by his many Letters and pre. 
ſents which he till ſent her 3 as alſo obſerving, that ſhe had no firm grounds, nor could pro. 
duce any pregnant or valable witnefſcs of this report, ſhee again exchangeth her frowns into 
ſmiles, and ſo receives and entertains him into her favour, onely with this premonirion and 
caution , That if ever after ſhe hcard of his folly and ingratitude in this kind, ſhe would never 
look him in the face, except with contempt and deteſtation, So theſe their dif: -joynted 
aff:Qions, as well by oaths as proteſtations, are again confirmed and cimented ; but ſuch lyft- 
full contraQts, and laſcivious familiarities and ſympathics , ſcldom or never make proſperous 
ends. 

Now togive form 2nd life to this Hiſtory 3 Not long after, a brave young Gentlewan of 
Mompellier, named Monſiexr de Poligny, having ſome occaſion, comes to Avignicn, who frequen- 
ting their publique Balls or Dancings, no ſooner ſaw our fair and beautitul Lavrieta, but he 
falls in love with her, and falutes, and courts her: and from thenceforth deems her fo faire , 
as hc uſcth all means to become her ſervant, but not in the way of honour and Mariage, ra- 
ther with a purpoſe to make her his Courtezan than his Wife. Buthee ſees himſelf deceived in 
the irregular paſſion of his affc&ion : for Lavurieta is averſe, and will not be cither traftable , 
or flexible to his defires; ſo as his ſute is vain,and ſhe ſo deaf to his requeſts, as neither his praiers, 
fighs, letters, nor preſents are capable to purchaſe her favour. Poligny infinitely grieves here - 
at , which notwichftanding makes the flame of his Luft rather increaſe than diminiſh : ſo ag 
after much penfivencfſe, he begins to beat his wits, and to awaken his invention, how hee 
may crown his deſires by enjoying Laurieta, when lo, an occaſion preſenteth ir ſelt unto him 
unexpe:Ctcd. 

> 4 8 ſelle la Palaiſiere, a rich young Gentlewoman near Pdxt Saint Eſprit, living in Avig- 
#i0n, and ſccing Poligny at the Dancing, doth exceedingly fall in love with him 3 yea, ſhee fo 
admires the ſweetneffe of his favour, and the excellency of his perſonage, as ſhe rejoyceth in no+ 
thing ſo much ; and to write the truth, in nothing elſe bur in his company : ſoar, had not mo- 
defty with-held her, ſhe would have proved her own Advocate, and have informed him thereof 
her (elf. Puligny receives ſo many ſecret ſignes and teſtimonies of her affcQion by private glances, 
and the like, as he cannot be ignorant thereof : but his love, or rather his luſt to Laxrieta, hath 
ſo abſolutely taken up his heart and thoughts, as it hath left no place nor corner for la P alaifierey 
ſo as here we may obſcrve'and remark a different commixture , and diſparity of affe&tions. Poe 
ligny loves Lauritta, and not ſhe him : 1a Palaifiere affc&s Poligny, and not hcher : what theſe 

paſſions and occurrences will produce, we ſhall ſhortly ſce. 

Le Palaifiere having her heart pierced thorow with the love of Polzgny, knowing him to be 
Laurieta*s ſervant, and ſhe the Miftris of Belluile, either cut of her aftcQion, or jealoufic, or 
both, reſolves at ncxt mecting to acquaint Poliguy with it, thereby purpoſely to withdraw his 
aff:&ions ſrom her to her ſelt. The occafion is proferred, and opportunity ſecms to farour and 
ſecond her defires. Some three daies after, the Feſuites ( who as the Mountcbanks and 


Panders of Kingdoms and Eſtates, leave no Invention, nor Ceremony unattempted, to ſeduce 


and bewitch the affe&ions of che world cauſe their Scholars to A& a Comedy in their Col- 
ledpe int this City, whereat all the Nobility and Gentry of the City and adjacent Country afs 
ſemble and mect. Thither comes Poligny , hoping to ſee Laurieta, and La Palaifiere ro fee 
Poligny : but Lawrieta that day is ſick, and Belluile ftayes with her to comfort her. So firſt 
comes Peligny, and ſeeing he could not ſee his Lawricta , fits down penſively : then comes ls 
Palaifiere, and fzcing Poligny a farre off, prayes her Brother , who conduttcd her to place 
her near him. Pelzgny can doe no leffe than faJutc her, and ſhe triumphing in her good for- 
.tunc, takes the advantage of this occaſion , and in ſweet and ſugred terms (after many pauſes, 
fighs, an« bluſhzs) gives him to underſtand, that ſhe knew bis affe&ion to Laurieta , and with» 
all, that Belluile and no other was her ſervant and favourite. This fpecch of hers ſtrikes Poligny 
to the quick ,. ſo as thereat he not onely bites the lip, but bangs his head : yea, thisuncxpeted 
news,as alſo Belluileand Laurieta's abſence,ſo nettle him , and frame ſuch a Ch #ere of exrrava- 
x paſſions in his heart and thoughts, as he could not have the patience to fit cut the Ccmedy, 
ut feigning himſelf fick, departs to his chamber 5 where athouſand jealcufics ENG = bis 
alnccrtions 
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aff:&tion, perplexed and cormenced him 3 when remembringle Palaifers ſpeeches, and being 
infinicely dcfirous tro know the trath of Belluile his aff:Qtion-to Laxricte'y and hers to him, hee 
ſees no manes, nor perſon ſo fit to reveal the ſame; as Lucille; Lanrieta's Wayting-maid. This 


Lucilla Poligny wins with gold, in confideration' whereof, ſhe reveales himall, how Belluite 


was her chictclt Minjon and Favourite and yct, for ſome words, he the other dayyin ignorarce 
or Wine , {ct fall to the prejudice of her honour, ſhe was like to caſhcere and diſcard him. 'Ls 
cilla having thus forgorten her own fidelity, in bewraying the diſhonour of her Miftrefſe ; P9- 
ligny underſtandin;, Bclluile to be a coward of his hands, though not of his tongue 3 and in a 
word, not to be fo compleat a Gallant as he ſuppoſed him , he of a ſubtil and malicious inven- 
tion , reſolves to work on tim; and fo contrives a plot, which we ſhall ſce preſcntly pitin ex 
ecution and acted : he very policickly puts on a good face on all hisdiſcontents and et rang | 
alchough Laurieta would nor ſee him, yet he fairly intrudes himſclf into Bellrile's cempany ,. 
and of purpoſe becomes familiar with him.. So they very often meet ; for they fenice,dance;ride: 
vaulc and hunt together : So as at laſt none are ſo great Conſorts and Canicrades as they. But 
Poligny thinking cvcry hour a year, before he had playd his priz:, makes a party at Tennis with 
Belluile tor a collation, and bears him z and ſo taking two Gentlemen, La Fontain and Borelles , 
his friends wich them , away they go all four to a Tavern, P«ligny as ſecret as malicious in this 
plot, in the midlit of their mirth ſpeakes thus to Belluile, Sir, quoth he, Iam ſorry for your loſs 
of this collation, burit it pleaſe you to honour me with your company to Orenge, a City 


, Which ] much dc(ire ro ſee, I will pay you the dinner in requital thereof. Bellnile very readily 


and willingly conſents hereunto, and La Fontain and Borelles vow theywill likewiſe have their 
thare, boch ot the journey and dinner. So the next morn they all take horſe for Orenge z but 
fielt Bellu;le gives his Mittrefſe Laurieta the good morrow; and acquaints her with his Journey.. 
They view this old City, the ancient Patrimony and Principality of the Itluftrious Princes of 
Orexge, from whence chey derive their name : where Poligny having giving order for the din+ 
ner, away theygo , vilitthe Caſtle, and ſalute the deputed Governour thereof Monſieur Voſ- 
berghe z they ſee che part of che Amphitheatre yer ſtanding, the Cathedral Church, the double 
wall of the City , and the 01d Romane Arch not farre, off, wich all other remarkable objects 
and monuments 3 and by this time the Cook and their ſtomacks tax them of their long ſtay. So 
they returi to their Inne, fall ro their Viands, and like frolick Gentlemen, waſh rang, with 
ſtore of Claret; and now Poligay, as malicious in heart, as pleaſant 'in countenance and conver 
ſation, here caſts forch his lure and ſnare to ſurprize and incangle Belfyile. O quoth he,- how 
happy the Gentlemen of Ttaly are to us of France, fith aftcr dinner every one goes freely ro frig 


Courtizan without controulment ! I know not, quoth la Fentain , what Orexge is; but 1think \ 


Avignion is no: defticute of good-fellow-Wenches, who make Venus their queen, and Cupid their 


god. Surcly no, repli:s Belluile, for I am confident, that for Jews and Courtizans, for the great- * 


neffc of it, ir may compare wirh the beſt City of Ttaly; for, trom the Lady to the Kitchen+mayd 
I dare fay they! all prove traftable. Nay, quoth Borelles, except till our holy Sifters the Nuns. 
Notl faith quorh he , nor my Miftreffe neither. Indeed, replies Poligny, if I knew you had a Mi- 
ſtrefſe of that coplexion, I would adventure a Glafſe of Claret to her health. When Belluale. 
(our of a phantaſtick French humour ) affirmed{/he had a Miftrefſe, whoſe beauty polo earl 
lent, as he knew he could not receive ſhame to name her; and if you pleaſe to honour her ſelf 


and me with her health, I proclaim,that Adadamoyſelle Laurieta is my Mittreſſe, and my ſclf her. 


ſcrvant. | 


Ofwiſ: and Chriſtian Gentlemen, what prophanc ſpeeches, and deboſht tablo-colk ave theſe. 


they uſc here as it their glory conſiſted intheir ſhame, or their beſt virtues were to bediſcos! 
vered in the worit of vices? For howſocver the Viands they did cat, may preſerve the health. 
of thcir bodies, yet this difſolute communication of theirs muſt needs poyſon and deſtroy th 
of their ſoules : tor as they ſhould praiſe GOD inthe receipt of the one, ſocomtrariwilc 
they incenſe and diſpleaſe his ſacred Majeſty in giving him the others yea, this is ſo farre 


fromChriſtianity and Heaven, as it is the bigh and true way to Atheiſm and Hell :: for Whores - 


and Healchs , in the ficad of Prayer and Thankſgiving, are the prodigious and certain fore+: 
runners of a ſcared conſcience , and the dangerous and cxecrable ywptoms of a leprous 
ſoul. 0 Ln \ 
Birds are taken by their feet, and men by their tongues. Belluile having ſo baſcly ahd;ſors 
tiſhly abuſed himſelf in the diſparaging of his Miſtreſs Lawrieta, Fas his errand for. 


which he purpoſely came to Orenge. So dinner ended, they very pleaſantly returnfor Avignions! 
Thar night Þo 
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ligny canporlicep for joy, or rather for revenge 2: For now he'prefumes;to; © 
know how'to work himſclfc into Lauriets's favour, by unhorſing Belliiles It bs adilboneliiand:; 
baſe partto betray our friend; and under the cloak of friend({hipand — | 
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and retaine malice againſt them : bur this irregular and violent paſlion of love in young and 
anſtayed judgements, many times bears down all other reſp:&s and confiderations. For if Re- 
ligion and Conſcience be contemned, what hope. is. there that cicher honeſty be regarded, or 
friendſhip obſerved, fith it is the onely ciment and finews thereof ? Bt Poligny is as refolute,as 
malicious'ia hispurpoſe ; and therefore the next morn by his Lackey, ſends the Lady Lauriera 


POLIGNY toLAURIETA. 


T is out of. (incere affettion to thee, and not out of premeditated malice ts Belluile, that I preſame 
to fignifie thee, how lately in my preſence at Orcnge his tongue let fall ſome words that tended to 
the prejudice and diſharegement of thine honour : whereof I know it is not onely the part, but the 
duty x 4 true Gentleman, to be rather curious in preſerving, than any way ingrateful in revealing 
thereof. *\Neither do I attempt to ſend thee this news, thereby to inſinuate, or draw thee to affeft me the 
mores or bim the leſs : ' onely ſith it is contrary to my complexion and nature, to permit any Lady to be 


wronged in my preſence ; how much leſſe thy ſelf, ts whom I owe not my ſervice, but my life ? If thou © 


wilt not approve my zeal , yet thou baſt all the reaſon of the world to pardon my preſumption : and to 
make ny tetter real, whut my pen affirms to Lauricta, my ſword is ready to confirmto Belluile., 


POLIGNY, 


In the extremity and exceſs of thoſe three different paſſions, grief, chol:r and aſtoniſhment , 
Lauriete reccives and reads this Letter, and like adifſolute Gentlewoman, being more carefull 
of her reputation to the world, than of her ſoul towards God , ſhe knows not whether ſhe have 

;auſe and reaſon cirher to approve Poligny's aff:Qion , or to: condemn Be{luiles folly : it 
rieves her tothe heart to have beftowed: her favours on ſo baſe and ingratefull a Gentleman ay 
Belluile 3 vows ſh: will make him repent it, and is ſo reſolute, that this vanity and folly of his , 
ſhall coft him dear 3 yea, ſhe is ſo impatient in theſe her fumes of grief and revenge, that ſhe 
= nce with all expedition to have ſent for Belluile, to make him as well ſee the fruits of 
T ngratitude , as to taſte the effects of. her revenge and indignation : bur ſhe holds it re- 
| d fit, and herſelf ina manner bound firft to thank Poligay for his courtefie , by retur- 

| a Letter inanſwer ofhisy which ſhe ſpecdily diſpatcherh him by his Lackey, to this 


LAURJETA toPOLIGNY. 


4st whether thou haſt ſhewed me a truer teftimony of thy diſcretion and affefion, thay Bcl- 

"bis exvy and folly. But as I reſt infinitely obliged to thee for thy care of my reputation; ſo 

hortly 16 make hizxe know what he deſerves in attempting to eclipſe and diſparageit. Now as 

ot.» ſo 1 muſt conſeſſe I cannot refrain from ſorrowing , at this his undeſerved ſlander ;, for 
oy MHOCencle defends me from the firſt, ſomy ſex cannot exempt me from the ſecond ; and look, 
what diſparity there is betwixt thy generofity and his baſeneſs, ſo nanch there is berwixt the whiteneſs 
of my chaftity and the fonlneſs of his aſperfion, TI reſt ſo confident of the truth of thy Pen, as I de- 
fire no confirmation of thy Sword; and T flatter not, rather aſſute my ſelf , that ſith Belluile was ſo 
indliſcreet to wrong me , be will neither have the wit or courage to right bimſelf. I return thee many 
bearty #hanks for this kind office and curteſie of thine ; the which though I cannot requite, yet I wall 
ot only endeavonr, but ftrive to deſerves | 


LAURIETA. 

CO EIENY | 
-:\Whiles: Poligny receives Leurieta's Letter with. much content, and many kiſſes, as trium= 
ing, to'ſce how he hath baffled Belluile by working him our, and conſequently himſelf into 
por fayour , we will for a whilc leave him , to confider whether the end of his treachery to Bel- 
lzile will prove as fortunate and plcafing to him, as the beginning promiſerh. And in the 
meantime we will a little ſpeak of Lavrieta, to ſee what courſe and reſolution ſhee means 
to hbldi'and obſerve-with Belluile. It is not enough that ſhe hath written Polzgny a Letter , 
bather @vy and contempt towards Belluile is ſo implacable, as ſh: with much haſte and ſe- 
crecieifends for him : her r | 
butthoſe of his laſt, and of her beauty , to make him rather fly, than poſtto her 


5 


_ wheir' not ſo.much as' once dreaming of his formce fooliſh ſpeeches delivered _ againſt his. 


Miſtreſs 


Gods Revenge againit Muriker. Book Il. 


to him are commands z yeay he needs no other ſpurres - 
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Miſtreſs Leuriets, much lcfs of Peligny's treaſon conſpired. and ated againft him, he: thinks 
to kiſs her, whom ſo often hee hath formerly kifſed ; but his hopes and her diſdain deceive him: 
for ſhee peremptorily flights him; when having fier in her looks, and thunder in her ſpeeches , 
(h-e chargeth him with this ſcandall deliverzd by him at Orenge, in preſence of Poligny ,, againk 
her honour and chaſtity, And is this (quoth ſhee)) the reward a Lady ſhall deſerve and receive 
by imparting her favours to a Gentleman ? and is this the partof a Gentleman, to ere the Tro« 
phecs of his glory upon his Miftrefſe diſgrace? are theſe the fruits of thy lighs and teares, or 
the cffcCts of thy requeſts, oaths, and Letters? Yea, ſuch was then her furious rage, and de- 
villiſhrevenge , as ſhce was provided of a Stilletto , to have there ftab'd him to the heart in her 
Chamber, had not her Wayting mayd Lucillz , with her beſt oratory and perſwafion , power- 
fully diverted her to the Om » byalleging her thecminencic of the danger , which the fou- 
lencfſc and hainouſneſs of that fa&brought ker into. Belluzle is amazed at thisnewes, when now 
proving as prophane to God, as before he was baſe and ingratefull to Lauri:ta , he, with 
many oaths and imprecations, denies theſe ſpeeches, and this {lander ; and with much paſſion 
proteſterh his innocency. But this will not ſatisfic Laurieta ; for to make his ſhame.the more 
notorious in his guiltineſs , ſhe produceth him Poeligny*s Letter z whereat Bellwile hangs the 
head, and ſeems to Ict fall the plumes , not onely of his Pride, but ofhis courage and juſti- 
fication, yet he bitterly and vehemently perſevereth in his denyall : but all this is not capable 
to appeaſe or content Laurietz z and which is worſt of all , nothing can poflibly doejt , except 


he make good her honour , and his owninnocencic , by a combate or Ducll againſt Poligny. So. 


Belluile ſees himſelf driven to a narrow and ſhrewd puſh: He hath wronged Lawriets, and 
knowes not how to right her ; Polzgny hath wronged him, and there is no way left for him 
to right himſelf, bur by challenging and fighting with Poligny. Bur he loves Laurieta dearely , 
and therefore mult reſolve to fight , or Joſe her. As for his own part, togive him his true cha- 
ra&cr and deſcriprion , hce is rather a City ſwaggcrer , than a Field fouldicr , lovcs ratherto 
have a fair Sword , than a good one, and to. wear it only for ſhew, net for uſe; he is ambi-= 
tious of nothing more, than to be reputed rather than found valiant; fn a word ,..for a Ta- 
vern quarrel], or a Stewes brawl he is excellent s but co meet his enemy in the field with a 
naked Sword, that doth not onely daunt, but terrific him. The greateſt comfort and conſo- 
lation he findes in this his perpockey » is, that heknowes hee hath many fellowes and compa« 
nions, who are as white-liver'd and as very cowards as himſclf: of which numbers, he flat- 
tcreth himſelf with this poor baſe. hope , that it is net impoilible for Pol;gny to bee one. Bur 
whatis this to give ſatisfaCtion to Laxriets » except it may 7 2s himſelf to be Belluzle, butnota 
Gentleman ? But all theſe confiderations notwithſtanding , he loves Laurieta ſo tenderly and 
dearly , as not daring ſee her , till hee had met Poligny 4 he plucksup his ſpirits, and inlafing 
moremetal and courage into his reſolutions than accuſtomed , reſolves to fight withhim : to 
which cnd, having at length fitted himſclf of an excellent Rapicr, whoſe temper (with as much 


truth as laughter) I confefſe was farre better than that of his heart , he, by his Lackey, ſome three 
"Y daycs after; ſends Poligny this Challenge. | 


BELLUILE to POLIGNY. 


Te ſy malice and treachery to mee is as odious as remarkable; for whiles 1 ſought to cheriſh thy. | 


friendſhip , it hath purpoſely been thy delight and ambition to betray mine , iu throwing the apple 

of diſcord betwixt the Lady't hou weteſt of, and my ſelf, upon the point of her honour 3 for whoſe de 

fence aud preſervation I owe not onely my ſervice , but my life : which errour , or rather crime of thine, 

though thy affeFion to ber may ſeem to allow, yet my reputation 10 the world cannot , and my Rapier 

will not. Therefore, fith T have been the undeſerved obje& of thy malice, finde it not ſtrange, that I juſtly 

. Tepure and hold thee the Cauſe of my envie ; which can receive no other ſatisfattion or reconcilement , 

but that to morrow at five iu the morn thou meet me without Seconds , on the Bridge by the zron- Stump 
(the limits,twixt the King and the Pope) with thy ſingle Rapier, where 1 will attend thee with. anather 

of which two take thou the choyce , aud give me the refuſal. Sleep not too much this night , fr beds 

morn I doubt not but to ſend thee to thine eternall reſt. 


BELLUILE. 


 Poligny receives this challenge , and admires to ſee Belluiles reſolution. , from which all 
former reporrs could never draw affurance . Ir is nor fear that cafts his head into theſe doubts ,, 


vr theſe doubts into his head , for he is to generous to be adaftard, andto Eagle-bred rg _ 


tura Craven 3 for xcjoycing in having made Bell : {wallow a Gudgin g and Thpupaing Pre- 
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J - | 
Gods Revenge againſt. Marther. 
ſuming himſelf ſcated in the throne of Laurieta's favour , makes him as reſ{oJute ro receive this 
Challenge as willing 'and ready to perform it; onely the remembrance that Bellyileſent it him 
by a Lackey, and not by a Gentleman, throwes him into as much diſd ainec as choller : but he 
reſembling himſelf, paſſerh over this reſpe& without refpet, and fo bids the Lackey tell his Ma- 
ſter, that he will not faile to meet him at the hour and place appointed. $5 
The night doth , or ſhould bring counſel] : Belluile wiſhcth his Challenge unſent 3' bur it 
being out of his hands , ir is out of his power to revoke or recall it. Poligay is of a contrary tems 


rage in contemplation. So out- paſſing the night , which Belluile pafſeth over with as much feare, 
as Poligny with generofity, the Curtaines of the night being with- drawn, and the day appearing, 
ere five have ſtrucken , Be!lzile notwithſtanding is fi it on the Bridge , and Poligay imimediatly 
after him : they are without Seconds , and therefore they brictcly unbrace , but not uncaſe 
their Doublete. Bellxile will be valorous in words; and ſoaccording to his challenge , and the 
right of Duels, offcreth Poligny the ſight and choyce of his Rapicr. Poligny is too brave todye 
in his debt, ' upon the point of honour and magnanimity , and therefore gives him his, as con= 
rented with the refuſall. So (courteſy for a while contending with valour,) they both afſume 
and accept of their own Rapicrs 3 when dividing themſclves , they joyn with reſolution and 
fury» Arfirſt comming up , Poligny gives Belluile the firſt wound in his right Shoulder , with- 
out receiving any , whereat he is more affrighted than FPoligny rejoyced; at the ſecond, he re= 
ccives another wound in the Icft fide, but is not yet fo happy toſce, or affure himſclf, thar 
his Rapicr hath once touched Poligny's body, or which is lefs , his cloathgs : whereupon , 
confidering Poligny*s generolity , and comparing the bad grounds of his quarrel with the ftaint= 
neſs and baſeneſs of his courage, he throwes off his Sword, prayes Poligay to defift ; for he 
holds himſclf fatisfyed. When Poligny diſdaining to taint his houour with the Icaft ſhadow 
of diſhonour, in receiving Belluiles ſhame , gives him the happineſs and fruition of his life : 
and ſo they part. b here the firſt fruits of their fooliſhand laſcivious affeQtions to Lawrieta : 
but 1 fear the ſecond will will prove more bitter and bloudy. Belluile going home wth his ſhame 
and repentance, and Peligny with his honour and glory, they huſh themſelves up in filence , 
Poligny at his Chamber , and Belluile at his Chirurgions, houſe eo dreſs his wounds, hoping 
that as they in their fight ſaw no body , fo that none had ſeen them 3 but they are deceived: for 
two Souldicrs from the Caſtle walls not onely cſpy them fighting , but know them. Sothey 
divulgeit in the City , whercof Lanrieta being advertiſed , ſhe ſends a confident Gentleman , 
a cofin germane of hers , to find out Belluile and to know the truth and iffue of his combate z bug 
indeed his cowardiſe hath purchaſed him ſo much ſhame, as he will not be ſeen, much leſs 
ſpoken withall : which Laurieta underſtanding , beginnes to conceive that the two Souldiers 
report was true , and that undoubtedly he and Peligny had met and fought in her behalf: where- 
upon ghefling at the truth , that Poligny had given Belluile the foyle , ſhe was once of opinion to 
have written to Poligay, tobe informed of the particulars and ſuccefſe of their combat, which 
ſo much imported as well her honour as her content. But Poligay”s affeftion prevents her curioſity: 
for as ſhe was calling for pen and paper , he in perſon aſcends the ſtayrs to her Chamber , where , 
after a complementall and courteous ſalute, he informs her ( as we have formerly underftood ) 
that hee hath given Belluile two wounds, for her ſake, and now his life for his own. She demands 


and in token of her thankfulneſs permits him to gather many kiffcs , as well from the roſes of her 
chcekes, as the cherrics of her lips: and ſo from thenceforth he vowes to be her profefied ſervants 
and fh: promiſeth him to be , though not his Miſtreſs, yet at leaſt his friend. And here they 
unite and combine their affCtions : but that contra, and this familiarity , written onely in 
vice, and ſealed in luft , we ſhall ſhortly ſee-cancelled and annihilated , with as much pity , as 
infamy and miſery , as the ſcquell of this Hiſtory will fſhew and demonſtrate. 


and affeAion , how it is poſlible but he muſt infinitely grieve for his loſs of Laurieta , and 

P alaifiere as much ſorrow to ſee her ſelf deprived and out of hope of her Peligny ? But they 
brook their affliftions and paſſions with variable -reſolutions ; for whiles /a Palaifiere is im- 
bathing her ſeclt in her tears and diſcontents, Beluile is reſolute co quench his revenge ini Po 
ligay's blood. For forgettingas well his God as hisſoul, his honour as himſelf, he intends 
to doe it by the by, and not by the main , by execrable treachery , not by magnanimous ge- 
nerofity ; yea, the devill is ſo ftrong with his faith , becauſe that is ſo weak with his Saviour 


ler, Revenge, and Murtherz yea, and henceforth he is ſo inraged , and his looks arc ſo 


petrate 


B ook | 1. 


per, and glad in his acceptance thereot , defires that his Sword were in aCGtion, as well as his cou- 


Fa 
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if he himſelf were not hurt; heanſwers , No, At both which good news ſhe infinitely rejoyceth , | 


Whiles thus Laurieta and Poligny arc triumphing in Bellzzles foyl , and their own my 


.and Redeemer, as ſhutting the doors of his humanity and charity , he opens them to Chol- 


gaftly and diftrated, as if his thoughts were conduCting and incouraging his hands to per- 


wan 
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of thy life , as thou haſt done him of his 


i T is aot the leaſt of my joyes , that Belluile cannot beare me ſo wuch malice, as thou doſt affeFion.. 
4 Tis true , T have not deſerved thy love, tis more true, T have not merited his batred : farithat 
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petrate om bloudy firaagem-and defigne : which is) obſerved and doubiedby his chiefeft 


tamiliars and intimate fricnds, a$ alſo by 1a Palaifiere , whoſe company hee ſometimes frequents 
not ſo much out of affe&ion to her, as fqr conſolation from her to himſelf, fich wee are fubjcs 
by the fight and 


... both to hope and believe that our affli&ions are parcly caſed and diminiſhed 


relation of that of others , as fimpathizing and participating with them ; firſt in their flames 
of loyc. then.of griete and ſorrow , in being diſdained of thoſe welove. Neither could Belluile 
ſo cunningly or cloſely rake up the fiery ſparkes of his malice and revenge, under the embers of 
filence and fecrecic , but her affeftion ro Poligny » and jealouſy of his good, made her ſo tender» 
car'd; and ſharpe-fighted, as ſhe over-heard ſome words that cither in jeft or.carnci fell from 
Belluiles rongue , whereby it was apparent to her, that he intended no good, but pretended a 
ſecret fatall maliceto him, which a little time might too too ſoon and uncxpetedly diſcover 3 
whereupon her love tro Poligny was ſo dear and. honourable, alchough he were ſo firmely in- 
tangled in the beauty of Laurieta , as hee would not vouchſate , rather diſdained to love her 
ſclt , that ſhe choughr the diſcovery of Belluiles malice to Polzgyy , ſo much imported ro 's 

| ich 


good, as ſhe held her ſelf bound , as well in duty as aff:Qion, to reveale and relate is him; w 
ſhe doth in this Letter : 


LA PALAISIERE to POLIGNY: 


O teſtifie thee now the conſtancy of my afſettion with inke , as I have formerly. dont the fer= 

w#r:cy thereof with tears , know , thou haſt ſome cauſe to fear, and I to doubt , that Belluile beth 
ſome dangerous projet , or bloudy deſigne to put in execution , againſt his honour , and thy life ; and, 
as I reveale it thee out of care, ſo ok abr prevent it out of thine owne diſcretion , leſt he bereave thee 
uricta , if thou flight this my advice, as thou haft already my 
affeFion , yet as I remain witneſs of the purity of the laſt, ſo will theſe lines beare teſtimony to the world 
of the candour and ſincerity of the firſt. Neither doe Ipreſumeto- ſend them thee out of any irres, 
gular ambition, to purchaſe the honour of thy favour , but only to let thee know that my affeftion is both 
powerfull and capable to ſhine thorow the cloudes of thy diſdain , and that the obſcurity of that neither. 
hath defaced the lnjtre , nor can eclipſe the reſplendency of this. Regard therefore thine own ſafety , at; 
bezt thou wilt not reſpe my content,& although thou pleaſe not give me the honour to be thy Miftreſſeget 
I will take the ambition and reſolution to live and dye thine hand-mayd. 


LA PALAISIERE. 


Poligny breaking up the ſcalcs of this Letter, laughes to ſee ls Palaifieres affection , and to un- 
derſtand Belluiles malice; and being beſotted with Lauriete , hee loſt both his wit and judges 
ment in the fight and contemplation of her beauty 3 yea , he is grown fo fond in his affe&ion, 
and reſpe& towards her, as he is arrived to the Meridian of this fimplicity , . to deem it a kind of 
treaſon to conceal any ſecret from her : to which end , he ſhews her la Palaifieres Letter , which 


he makes on! agen , and ſhe her Maygame, yea, ſo vain is her folly , and ſo fooliſh ber vanity, 
F | 


to ſee the paſſages and cvents of theſe their patſions, as ſhenor onely exceeds the decorum of dif 

ion , but of modeſty in her laughter : and which is more, when ſhe again confidereth'how 
Belknile loves her ſelf , and not ſhe him , 1 Palaifiere Poligny, and not he her , it maks her redon- 
ble her mirth and cxhilararion in ſuch ſort, -as ſhe ſeems co burſt with the violence and exceſs 
thereof , bur this mirth of hers ſhall bee ſhortly waytcd and attended on with miſery andmour- 
ning. But Poligny notwithſtanding ſees him ſelf doubly obliged to la Palaifiere, as well for, her. 
affe&ion to him , as her care of him, and ſo holds himſelf obliged in'cither of theſc 


and confiderarions, to requite her with a Letter: che which now unknown to Leurizts, he writes, 


and ſends her to this cfleR. 


POLIGNY © LA PALAISIERE: | 


 &, Þy 
At 313 


7 MAT, 


proceeds from heaven y as a divine influence, this from hell, as an infernall frenzie. I'wilbaot 
feede thee with hope , neither can hee give me deſpaire 2, for ( not to diſlemble )) it is as likgly I mey 
love thee, as impoſſible T ſhall feare him: he may have the will to doe me hurt, I wiſh it were in my pamar 
Io doe thee good ;, neither can he be more malicious to perform me that , then T will be ambitious to 


4 


deltion with infinite thanke: : for when I conſider thy Letter ; T cannot rightly exproſs or be env ; | 
K2z erper 


—— 
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\H confirm thee this : his malice T entertaine- with much contempt ,. thy kinde advice and ſincere! af > 
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whether he begin to bate me, or F to love thee wore. I doubt not but to make his teeds prove Words to 
nee, and I beſeech the ſear not but my words ſhall proove deeds to thee: for I am as confident ſhortly to 
ſalute fair 1a Palailierc, as careleſs when I meet fooliſh Belluile, 


POLIGNY. 


" Having thus difpeeded her his Letter , the vanity of his thoughts , and the beaftlineſs of his 
concupiſcence and ſenſuality , nowonely ſurpriſcth his reaſon , but caprivates his judgement 3 
ſo as Lanriera's fight defacing Belluiles memory , hee thinks ſo much on her aff:&ion as hee re- 

' ſpedts not his malice: but this Vice and that errour ſhall coft him dear, For whiles hee is feaſting 
his cyes on the dayntics and rarities of Laurieta's beauty , Belluiles heart hath agreed with the 
devil to re him a bloudy Banpuet: Grace cannot containe him within her limits 3 therefore 
Impiery dallics ſo long with him , and he with Impicty, thar ar laft this bloudy ſentence is paſt 
in the court of his helliſh ceſolutions, That Poligny muſt-dye. The devils affiftance is never wan- 
ting in ſuch infernall ſtratagems : for this is an infallible maxime , as remarkeable as ruinous , 
That he alwayes makes us fertile , not barren to doc evill , never to doe good. Ar firft Belluile 

. thinkes on poyſon or Piſtoll ro diſpatch Poligny : bur hee finds the firſt too difficult to attempt 3 
the ſ:cond , too publike to pzrform. Sometimes he is of opinion to aſcend his Chamber , and 
marcher him inhisbed 3 then go (hoot him out at a window as he pafſeth the ftreet: burtto 
conclude, underftanding that hee often comes very late in thenight from Laurieta, he thinkes 
itbeftto. run him chorow with his Rapier , as he ifſucth forth her houſe, And to make ſhort 
hereon he reſolves. 

"Now to put the better colour on his villany , hee retires himſelf from Avignion, and lives pri- 

. vately fome fix daycs in Orenge , giving it out , that hee was gone to the City of Aix in Pro- 
vence, where, at that famous court of Parliament he had a Proceſs for a title of Land , ſhortly 
to be adjudged 3 and fo in adarke night, taking none but his Lackey with him, he being dif- 

iſed , in fayour of mony , paſſcth the gate of Avignion, and giving his horſe to his Lackey , 

ing ſ:cretly informed that Poligny was with Lawriete , hce goes diretly to her door , andther c 

at the corner of a lictle ftreet ſtands with his Rapicr drawn under his cloak , with a revenging 
and greedy defire of bloud to awayt Poligny's comming forth. The Clock _— One , erp we 
is ed , and Poligny ſecretly iffucth forth without candel , having purpoſely ſent away his 

Lackey ; who had then unwittingly carried away his Maſters Rapicr with him. Hee is no 

ſooner in the ftreet , but Bellxile, as a murtherous villain, ruſheth forth, and fo like a limbe. 
of the Devil, ſhcathes his Rapicr in his breft ; when Poligay more hurt then amazed , and wane 
ting his Sword, but not courage, indeavoureth by Rtruggling to cloſe with his affaſſinate ; and 

-(ocrics out for aſſiſtance : but the dead ofthe night favoureth his butcherly attempr, when with- 
drawing his Sword , - hee redoubleth his cruclty , and fo again runnes him in at the ſmall of the 

belly, thorow the reines , whereat hee preſently fals down dead to his feet , having the power 
to groan and cry, but not toutter a word. Which Belluile eſpying , and knowing him diſpatcht, 
runnes to his horſs, which his Lackey held —_ at the corner of the next ftreet , and fo rides 

"to the ſame gate hee entred , which was kept ready for him 3 which paſſing , he with all cxpedi- 

"tion drives away for Orenge :from whence, the next morne before day , he takes poaſt for Aix, 

the beeter to conceale __ o're-vail this damnable Murther of his,But this policy of his ſhall de- 

'ceive his hopes , and return him a fatall reward and intercft, For although he can bleere the eyes 
of men, yet heeneither can , nor ſhall thoſe of God , who, in his due time will out of his ſacred 
jafbiee repay and puniſh him with confuſion. | 

By this time the fireet and neigbours have taken the allarm of this tragical accident: {o 
Candles and Torches come from every where , onely Laurieta having played the Whore before, 
will fcem now (th falſcly) to play the honeft woman; for fhe, to cover her ſhame, will not 
diſcover that her ſelfe , or any of her houſe arc ftirring : and ſoalthough ſhe underſtood this 
= _:; news, and privatelyand bittcrly wept thereat, yet ſhe keeps faft her doors, and like an ungratc- 
” ,  fullfirampet, will permicnonc of her ſervants for a long time to deſcend. The Criminal Judge 

3 '* "and Prefident of che City is advertiſed of this Murther. The dead Gentleman is known to bee 

 Aoxfieur Poligny', and being beloved, he is exceeding bewailed of all who knew him , and in- 
quiry and ſcarch is made of all fides, and the Lievercnant Criminal ſhews himſelf wiſe, becauſe 

- Koneſt and curious, becauſe wiſe in the perquifition ofthis bloody Murcher : but as yet time 

. wilt not, or racher God , who is the Creator and giver of time is not as yet pleaſed to bring itt 

. lighe; onely Lauricta knew, and !Palefiere ſuſpeRted, and all thoſe who were the counſel of the 


ohe,or the acquaintance of the other, doe likewiſe both fear and ſuſpeft that one]y Bellurle = : 
be | | | 1 
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the bloody and cx<crablc aurhor thereotz but to report or divulge ſo muchgalchough they dare, .. 


they will not. 


As for lz Palaſiere, her thoughts are taken up and prevccupated' with two ſeveral paſſions 3 
for as (h: grievcs at Poligny's death, fo ths rejoyceth chat ſhe. harhno hand, nor was any way 
accefſary to his Murther ; rather, that it he had failed by. the compaſs of her advice, he had 
undoubtedly avoyded the ſhipwrack of his life , and ra) the misfortune of his death 3 
what to think of Be!luile (hz knows not, but if he were her friend before, he hath now made and 
proclam:d himſelt her enemy , by killing her dear and onely triend Poligay ; and therefore is 
reſoly:d , that asſh: could never p:rfettly brook his company , ſo now this bloody fa& ſhall 
make her deteſt both it and him. But ler us a little leave-her, and deſcend to (| peak of Lavrietd, 
to ſec how ſh2 brooks the Murther of her intimate friend Poligny 3 for, fich ſhc affare dly knows 
and bclicves that this cruel Marther was performed by no other, but by her profeſſed enemy Bel- 
luile, or by ſome of his bloody agents, love and revenge conſpire to a&t two different Scenes n 
on the Theatre of her heart ; for in memory and deep aff :Qion to her Poligny, her pearled tears 
and mournfull fighs inflaitely dzplore and bzwail his diſaſterous end ; ſo a1 ſorrow withering 
the roſes of hzr checks, and grict making her caſt off her glittering, to take on mourntul at« 
tice, ſh: couldnot retrain from giving all Avignion notice how pleaſing Poligny's life was to 
her, by the exceſs of her lamentations and affl; tions demonſtrated tor his death; or ifher fighs 
found any conſolation, or her tears receſs or truce,it wax adminifired her by her revenge,which 
ſhe conceived and intend:d towards Beluile, for this his bloody tat, So as conſulting with 
Choller, not with Reaſon, with Nature , not with Grace, with Satan, not with God,ſhe vows 
to be ſharply revenged of him, and co make him pay d:ar tor this his bafe and treacherous Mur- 
ther; yea , the fumes and fury of her revenge are ſo implacablc, and tranſport her reſolutions 
to ſo bloody an impctuolity, that reſembling her ſex and (elf , ſh: inhumanely , and ſacrilegi» 
ouſly darcs forth an Oath, which her hcarr ſends co her ſoul, and her ſoul from Earth to'Hell , 
thac if chz mcans find not her, (h: will infallibly find out the means to quench and dry up her 
tears for Poligny's death in the blood of Belluile: which, fich ſhe is ſo devoyd of reaſon,religion, 
and grace,] tcar we ſhall ſhortly ſec her attempt and perform, Bar leaving her in Aviguion, let us 
finde out Belluile in Ax, who is a Gentleman ſo prophane in his life and deboſht in his a&ti- 
ons and converſations , as in ſtead of repenting he triumphs at this his Murther 3 yea, hee is 
become ſo impious and inpudent, 4 grieves not thereat, but onely that he had no ſooner 
diſpatched his Rival Poligny : bur the better to dclude the world ,that neither his hand or ſword 
were guilty in ſending Polzgay trom this world in a bloody winding: ſheet, his thoughts like fo 
many hounds purſuing his conſciencc,and his conſcience his ſoul, be thinks himſelf not ſafe in 
Aix,whcre the (harp-ſ{1ghted Prefidents, and Counſellors of that illuſtrious Sznate of Parliamene 
might at laſt accuſe and find him out for the Author of this bloody Murtheryand therfore leaves 
both ic and Province, and fo ridesto the City of Lyons , accompanyed with nonebut his two 
Lackeys , who, to write the truth , aCtcd no part in Poligny's mournful Tragedy; neither doth 
he yer think bimſelf ſafe there ; but within a moneth after the murther, thinking dir: &ty 
and ſecurely to flyc from the eyes and hands of Juſtice , thereby to avoyd the ftorm of his 
punilhment » hc again takes horſe for that great City avd Forreſt, Paris , where he hoped the 
Infinite number of P-ople , Streets , Coaches, and Horſes, would notonly ſecure his fear, bur 
prevent his danger,and caut h:re, as in a ſecure Sanftuary & ſafe harbouryhe might quictly ride 
at Anchor in all peace and ranquillity : but (as before) :h: time is not yet come ot his puniſh 
ment 3 for it may be , God, our of his inſcrutable will and divine providence, will , when he 
beſt pleaſech,, return hind from whence he came, and by ſome ex:raordinary accident make 
him there f-el rhe foulneſs of his fat in the {ſharpneſs and ſuddenncſs of his puviſhmentz which 
U aftzrce guſt and birter ſtorm, fhall chen ſurpriſe him, when he leatt ſ\uſp.Cts or dreames 
thereof. But in this interim of his refidence 5 he forgets his new faft of Marther ; to re- 
member his o1d finncs of Concupiſcence and Whoredom z and fo rather like a laſcivions Cour- 
tier, than a Civil Moral Chriftian,, he cannot ſee the Church for the Stews, nor the Preachers 
or Prieſts for Panders and Srrumpers.. Bur this vanity of his ſhall coſt him dear, and be ſhall be 
ſomiſcrable to feel the puniſhment, fith he will not be ſo happy to ſeck the means to avoyd it; 
for now {ix moncths having «xhauſted and diſſipated the greateft part of his gold, and his credijr 
coming ſhore of his hopes, it ſcems the air of Paris is diſpleafing ro him., fir he; cannot. be. 2- 
ereeable ro it,and therefore (neceſſity giving a law to the vanity of his dcfires) he begins to loath 
the Ilc of France, to love the Province of Provence, and to leave Paris ro ſee Aviguion. And now 
Its, the devil,rhat (iubcil & fatal ſeducer, ſteps in, & at one time bewirching both his reaſon and 
Judgmcnt,preſcncs kin afccſh wick che freſhacts and delicacie of Laurieta's beauty , which ig 
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no beauty to hers z and if he chance efpy any fair Ladies, cither at Court, or in the City, he pre- 
ſently afiemerk ,and infinitely protefteth, x Fe come far ſhort of his Lawurieta's delicacy, perfe- 
ftion , and grace ; ſoas his purſe tyrannizing o'r hisambition , and his concupiſcence o'c his 
judgement, he not ſo much as once dreaming of the implacable hatred {he formerly bore him, 
and thinking it impoſſible for her to conceive, much Icfs to know that he murthered Poligay, 
he is covſtant and reſolute tore-ſeek the felicity to live in her favour. and afti:Ction, or to dye in 
the purſute thereof : but that will prove as impoſlible, as this apparent and feafible, So ag 
abſence adding fire to his luſt, and excellency to her beauty, he is reſolute to ſend one of hig 
Lackeys to Avignionu $ partly to return with money, and (o to meet him at Lyons, Mo ulins, or 
Nevers 3 but more eſpecially in great fecrecic to deliver a Letter to his fair and ſweet Laurieta , 
and to bring him back her anſwer, asif he were Rtill at Paris, and not in his journey down= 
wards, When meaning as yet to conceal his Murther of Poligny, he calling for pen and paper, 
traccth her thereon hel: lincs. 


BELLUILE ctoLAURIETA. 


]; Poligny had but the thouſandth part as truly reſpeFed me, as I dearly loved thee, thou had 
not ſo ſoon caſt me out of thy favour , nor God ſo ſuddenly him out of this world : but I know mot 
whether more to bewail my unfortunacie.occaſioned by thy crnelty,or his miſery ingendered through bis 
own treachery, And indeed, as I grieve atthat, ſo I ſorrow at this 3 for although be dyed mine ene- 


thou didft , I wiſh T might fight with his Murtherer for his own (akg,and kill him for thine, Imay ſay 
thy affeQion and beanty deſerved his better, though dare mot affirm, I amreſerved to be made happy 
7n enjoying of either, much leſſe of both, and leaft of all of thy ſelf; and yet I muſt confeſie, that if 
our births and qualities were known , I ſhould goe as near to be thy equal , as be infinitely came ſhoyt 
of being mine. What, or what not, I have performed for thy ſake , is bejt known tomy ſelf, ſith 
thou diſdaineſt to know it : but if thou wilt pleaſe to abandon thy diſdain, then my affefiion and the 
truth will inform thee, that I have ever conſtantly reſolved to die thy ſervant, though thou have ſworn 
never to live my Miftreſſe. $0 that could: 1 bt as happily regain thy affeion and favonr, as I have 
unjuſtly and unfortunately lot it, Bellaile would quickly forſake Paris to ſee Avignion, and abandon 
all the beauties of the world, to continue bis homage and ſervice to that of his onely fair and ſweet 


icta. 
BELLUILE: 


With this his Letter he ſends a Diamond Ring from his finger, and ſo diſparcheth his 
Lackey , who is not long before he arrive at Avignion, where very ſecretly he delivers Lau- 
rietz his Maſtcrs Token and Letter, and treacherous fury as ſhe is, ſhe kiffeth both , and break- 
ing off the Scals, reads the contents, 'whereat ſh: infinitely ſeems to rejoice, and fo queſtion» 

 *eth with the Lackey about his Mafters return; who being taught his Leſſon, told her, that 
that depended on her pleaſure, fith hers was his , and withall praycs her for an anſwer 3 for 
that two daics hence he was again to return to his Maſter for Paris : the which ſhe promiſeth. 
The Lackey gone, ſhe cannot refrain from laughing, yea, ſhe leaps for joy, to fee how Belluile 
is again'ſo beſorted, to throw himſelf into her favour and mercy ,: and to obſcrve how willin 


hath fortified her in her former bloody reſolucion 3 ſo that hap what will, ſhe vows ſhe will 
not fail to kil Belluile, becauſe he had {lain her fr" 4d (8 already ſhe wiſheth him in Avignzony 


her hypocritical and treacherous Letter , and a rich Watchece Scarf embroydered with flames 
of filver. So his Lackey repaireth toher , to whom ſhe delivereth both , with remembrance of 
her bcſt love to his Maficr » and that ſhe hoped ſhortly ro ſee himin Avignon. The Lackey be« 
| Ing provided of his Mafters Gold , and this Scarf and Letter, as away ſpeedily for Lyons , 
where he finds his Mafter privatly huſht up in a friends houſe, cxpc ing hisreturn : he is glad 
of his own Gold, but more of Laurieta*s Letter, when thinking cvery minute a year before he 
had rcad it, he haſtily breaking off the ſeals, finds theſe lines therein contained. 1 


Book IT. 


Trevives the iparks of bis aff: ion, that lay raked up in the aſhcs of filence, as he vows there is | 


my, yet in deſpight of bis malice and death, 1 will live his friend ;, and it thou lovedit him, as I think. 


and forward he was to run hood-wink*d to his untimely death and deftruftion : for the Devil 


that ſhe might ſce an end of this her wiſhed and defired Tragedy In the mean time (he prepares 
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LAURIETA to BELLUILE. 


: \ S 1 acknowledge T loved Poligny , ſo I confeſſe T never hated thee; aud if bis treacherous infi< 


nuation were to prevalent with my credulity, I beſeech thee attribute it to my indiſcretioh , as 
being a woman, aud uot to my inconftancy , as being thy friend ; for if he died thine enemy, let it ſuf 


fice that T live thine hand-maid , and that as he was not reſerved for me, ſo T hope T'am wholly for th Yy 
ſelf. How far he was my inferiour, I will uot enquire, onely it is beth my coutent and honour,that thou 


pleaſe vouchſafe to repute me thy equal. T am ſo far from diſdaining , as T infinitely deſire to know 
what thou haſt done for my ſake , that I may requite thy love with kiſſes, aud make my thanks wipe off 
the conceit of my ingratitude, As for my affetizon, it was never lojt to thee, nor ſhall ever be found but 
of thee. To conclude, I wiſh that our little Avignion were thy great Paris 3 and if thy love be as un- 
feigned as mine is firm, let my Belluile make haſte to ſee his Lauricta, who bath vowed to rejoice & 
thouſand times. more at his return ,than ever ſhe grieved at Poligny*s death. 


LAURIETA. 


Act the reading of this her Letter he is beyond himſclf, yea beyond the Moon for joy; as 
he wiſhech nothing ſo mach, as himſelf in her arms , oe: ſh: in his. So he ficshimſclf with a 
couple of good horſes, puts his Lackeys into new Suices, and knowing that time and his abſence 
had waſh:d away the remembrance of Poligny's Murther , he ſpeeds away for Avigniom;z where 
the firft night of his arrival he privately viſiteth Lawriete , *cwixt whom chere is nothing 
but kifſesand embracings ; yea (hz ſo treacheroully and ſweetly luls him aflep wich the Syrex 
melody of her deceitful ſpeeches, as ſhe praycs him to vifit her often, and that a little time 
ſhall crown him wich the fruits of his dcfire: fo for that night they part. -The next day he re= 
pairs to her 6+ » When amidft the conflucnce of many millions of kifſ-s, ſhe prayes and con- 
jures him to diſcover her what he hath done for her ſake 3 when he tying her by oath to ſecre-= 
cic, and ſhe ſwearing it, he relates her that it was himſelf , that in aff &ion to her had (lain 
Po/zgny, as he iflucd forth her lodging; when having wreſted and cxtorted this myftery from 
him , it confirms her malice, and haftneth on her reſolution of his death, which his laſcivious 
thoughts have nzither the grace to foreſee, nor the reaſon to prevent, She eſpics h- hath ſtill a 
Piſtoll with him, and defires to know why he bears it : who anſwercth her, it is to defend him- 
ſelf from his enemies , and that he will never go without it. So again they fall to clrefe ki {l-s , 
and he to his requeſts of a. further and ſweeter favour of her 3 which ſhe for that time again 
denycs him z adding withal), that if he will come to her after dinncr tomorrow, ſhe will fo 
difpoſc of matters, as his pleaſure ſhall be hers, and ſh: will not be her own, bat his. So beig 
ſarpriz:d and raviſh:d with the extafie of a thouſand ſweet approaching pleaſures, he returns 
to his Chamber, and ſke to her malice : where whiles he gluts himſelf wich his hope of de- 
light, ſhe doth no lcfi: with her defire of revenge. And now ruminating on the manner of his 
death, ſhe chinks nothing fo fit or caticto diſpatch him, as his own Piſtol , and ſo thinking 
ſhe ſhould nced her Waiting-mayd Lucilla's affiſtance ( of whom this our hiſtory hath formerly 
made mention ) ſhe acquaingg her with her purpoſe , the next day to Murther Bellu:le in her 
Chamber; and ſo with chekmeof Gold, and many fair promiſes, draws her to conſent here- 
unto, and injoyns her to be:gravided of a good Ponyard under her gown for the ſame pur- 
poſe, if need ſhould require which Lucille promiſeth. Now this night, as Belluile could not 
cep for joy, fo could not Eairiete for revenge, who is ſo weighed down to malice and murs 
ther, as ſhe wiſheth the hour gametFor her ro reduce her devilliſh contemplation into bloody 
ne too foon for them both 3 for as Lovers are impatient of de« 
laycs, ſo Belluile hath no ſooner dined, but taking his horſe and two Lackeys , he faics he will 
take the air of the fiz1ds that aftemnoomy#Þuc will firſt call in and ſce his Miftris Leuriete. So he 
alights at her door , and withour the leaf fear of danger, or apprehenſion of death, very joy- 
fully aſcends Lawurieta's Chamberz . whogdifſcmbling wretch asſhe is , very kindly meets and 
receives him 3 and the berter to ſmgrher ang diſfſcmble her mx cronp ens 1s not only pro- 
digal in taking , but in giving himKkifſes. | Belluiley Jike a diflolute and Tafcivous Gentleman, 
whiſpers Laurieta in her car, thathe is come.to receive thie fruits of his hopes, and of her pro- 
miſe and courteſic : when confidering, that his horſe angewo Lackeys were at door, ſhe retyrnes 
him this in his car, that ſh: is wholly his, and thatitisont of her power to deny or refuſe: him 
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þ:ds her make ready her Ponyard, and ſtand cloſe to her: tor now (quoth ſhe) che hour is come 
that 1 will be revenged of Belluile for my Polignyes death : the which {h: had no ſooner 
ſpoken, bur Belluile retarnes co her 3 when redo ibling his kines, he lictle, or rather not ar 
all fcaring hc was (ſo near deach,, or death him, being ready to recire himſcif ro awichdraw- 
ing Chamber , which Laurieta treacherouſly informed him ſhe had purpoſely provided for 
him, hc takes his Piſtol, and layes in on the Table of the outer Chamber, wherein they 
then were 3 which ſhc eſpying, as the inſtrument ſhe infinicely defired to finger , rakes it in 


her hand , and praycs him to ſhzw her how to ſhoot ic off: fo taking it from her, he told 


her, if ſh:e pleaſed , he would diſcharge ic before her , for her fake. Why ( quoth ſh-) is 
it charged? Yea, replics Beuzle , with a fingle bullet. Nay then (quoth Lawreta) put in 
one bullet more, and if you can efpie any Crow out of the window, either on the houſe or 
Church top, if it pleaſe you, I will play the man, and ſhoot at it for your ſake : When poor 
Bluile, dcfirous to pleaſe her in any thing, looks out the window, and clpics two 
Crows on the Crofle of the Arguſtines Fryers Charch, which hevery joyfully relates Lay- 
rietta, and fo at her requeſt claps in a ſecond bullet more ; for (quoth ſhe ) if I ftrike nor 
both , 1 will be (ure to pay one 3 and ſo praycs him to lean out at window, to ſce how near ſhe 


could feather them 3 which ( miſerable Gntleman) he performing , the Piſtol being bent \ſhe 


behind him difchargeth ic dircAly in his own reins: whercat he amazcdly ſtaygering, Lu- 
cilla ſeconding her bloody Miſtris, fteps to him, and wich her Ponyard gives him five or fix 
wounds thorow the body z (o as without ſpzaking or groaning, he falls dead at their ftcer. 
Whereat Laurieta triamphing and leaping for joy , uttereth theſe bloody and prophane 


ſpeeches; O Poligny, whiles thou art in heaven , thus have I done in carth for thy ſake, and in | 


revenge of thy cruel death ! Which having performcd , they more cruclly chan cruelty her 
ſc1f, drag his breathleſs carkaſs, recking in his blood,down the ſtairs, into a low obſcure Cellar, 
where makinga ſhallow grave , they there bury him in his clothes, and ſopileaup a great quan- 
tity of Billers on him, as if that wooden monument had power to conceal their Murther, and 
his body from the cyes and ſuſpicion of all the world. Good God ! what devils incarnate , 
and infernal Furics arc theſe , thus to imbrue their hands in the blood of this Gentleman ? 
But as cloſe as they a& and contrive this their bloody and inhumane Murther on earth, yet 
hcaven will both detc& and revenge it ; for when they Ieaft dream thereof, Gods wrath and ven- 


' geance will ſurpriſe them, to their utter confuſion and deſtruftion , and it may be ſooner than 


they arc aware of. 

For the two Lackeys having ſtayed at the City gate with their Maſters horſe till night, 
they return and ſeck him at Laurieta's houſe , where they left him; Lauricta informes them 
he ſtayed not an hour after them, and fince ſhe ſaw him not; which news doth infinitely 
afflit and vex them. But they return to his lodging , and like *dutifull and faithfull ſers 
vants, b:twixc hop: and fear, await his return that night, and all the next day, bur in vain, 
And now they begin to be amazzd at his long and unaccuſtomed abſence , and fo conſul this 
important bufinefſ: xo ſome Gentlemen , their Maſters confident and intimare friends 3 who 
together with them repair to Laurieta's houſe , and again and again demand her for Moun» 
fieur de B:lluile: but they finde her conſtant in her firſt Anſwer , and yet guided by the finger 
and providence of God they bewray a kind of perturbation inher looks , and diſcover ſome 
diſtration and cx:ravagancy in her ſpeeches : whereupon calling to their mindes her former 
diſcourtclic to him for Poligny's ſake, and his fighting with him on the Bridge for hers , as 
alſo this ſudden and violent ſuſpe&-d Murcher of him , they flpett and fear there is more in 
« the winde than as yet they know 3 and ſo acquaint the Criminal Judges herewith, who as wiſe 
S:natours, having ſcvcrally examined both her and hegMay@Lucrlle , and Belluiles Lackeys, 
they conclude to impriſon Leuriets, which is inftandy performed : whereat fhe is ex- 
ereamly amazzd andterrified 3 but howſoever, ſh: wrefolute to denyall , and conftant to 


ftand upon hecr juſtification and innocencie. So he eges adjudge her to the rorments of 


the Rack, which ( with a maſculine, yea, with a heliſh fortitude) (he indureth, without res 
dow, cichcr of fcar or guiltinefſc ; but they detain herftill priſoners 

11-7 1K:  timc diſcover the» Murther of Belluile ; for eight 
Same confident that he isnot in this world , but in #- 
Waiting-mayd Lzicillz hath concinual recourſe to her 
ous and prophane wretches, they incerchange* 
lifcovery depends no lefle than both their 


vealing, the lIcalt {h; 
and hope thar G,Q'D 
daycs bcing now palty they 
nother. In the mean time, ne 
Lady Lauriete in priſon z WUere1 
ably ſwcar ſecrefic cach to other, Ul 
deaths. | 


| Gods Revenge apainft Murther Book IF, 
wiin.J1ſ:s. Thus whilcs be calls them up, to bid them carry away his hor(c to the Gate that leads 
to Marſeilles, and there to await his coming, Lanrieta fteps ro her Waiting-mayd Lucilla , and 
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Hi. VIE, Belluite and Lanrieta. | 


- Whites this news is generally divulged in Avgniong Provence, Daulphine,and L anguedockand | 
no news at all to be bad or cube of Belluzle, La Palgiſiere, who ſhined with as many vertacy 
as Lauriera was obſcured with Vices, out of compaſſion and Chriftian charity, fome three 

weeks aftcr vifiteth Lanrieta in priſon, although ſhe partly believed and knew, that ſhe' never 
aff:&cd or loved her 3 when aiming to add conſolation to her affliftions, as God would have ir, 
Laurieta, out of her ignorance, or folly,. returns /a Palaifiere this unlooked for anſwer : That 
her (elf was as innocent of Belluiles death, as ſhe was of Poligny'ss Which words being over- 
heard by ſome curious head of the company, were inſtantly carryed and reported to the Cri- 
; minal Judges, who inſtantly cauſe /a Palaiſiere to be apprehended and brought before them, 
kwhom they examine upon Poligny*s death 3 which doth no way affright or affli hery becauſe 
*- her conſcience was untainted, and her felt as innocent as innocency her ſelf thereof. 
deal farther with her, to underſtand the paſſages of former buſineſſes betwixt her ſelf, Poligny, 
and Bellaile. She gives them a true and faithtul account thereof, yea,and relates them as much 
and no more,than this Hiſtory hath formerly related us ; and to veritic and confirm her ſpeeches, 
likc a diſcreet young Gentlewoman, ſhe gives them the keys of a Trunk of hers, wherein ſhe 
faith is her copy of a Letter ſhe wrote to Poligny, and his anſwer again to her, which ſhe prays 
them to ſend tor, for her better clearing and diſcharge, The Judges ſend ſpeedily away for 
theſe Letters, which are found,produced, and read, direftly concurring with the true circum- 
tance of her former depofition : whereupon with much applauſe and commendation they ac=- 
quit anddiſcharge her. But if /a Palaiſieres Vertucs have cleared her ; Laurieta's Vices(which 
the Judges begin to ſmell out by Po/zgy's Letter) do the more narrowly and ftreightly impri- 
ſon her ; and yet knowing that /a Pal«iſiere neither had,nor could any way accuſe her,for cither 
ef theſe two Marthers ; ſhe ſets a good face on her bad heart, and ſo very bravely frollicks it in 
priſon, and co ſpeak truth, wich far more joy, and lefs fear than heretofore : but to check and 
overthrow theſe vain triumphs of hers in their birth, and to nip them in their buds, news is 
brought her that her waiting-maid Lucilla is ſecretly fled : which her Judges underftanding, 
they now more vehemently than ever heretofore ſuſpeA, that (without doubt) Laxriete was 
the author, and her Maid Lucilla the acecfiary of Belluile's Murther ; and fo they ſer all the 
City and Country for her apprehenfion. And this news indecd makes Lawrieta fear that ſhe will 
infallibly be caken, which deth amaze and affli&her, and indeed hereat ſhe cannot refrain from 
bicing of her lip, and hanging down her head : bur ſee the miraculous and juſt Judgement of 
the Lord, upon this wretched and bloody Lucilla? for ſhe, for fear flying, as it is ſuppoſcd,thag 
night from Avignion to Orexge, to her parents, was there drowned, and the next morn found and 
taken up dead in one of the Fenny Lakes betwixt the two Citics. Which news being re- 
rted to Laurieta, {he again converts her fear into hope, and ſorrows into Joys, as know= 
Ing well chat dead bodies can tell no tales. But the wiſdom, and integrity of the Judges ».by 
the apparency of Laurietas crime inthat of her Waiting-maids flight, again command her to 
be racked : but the devil is yer ſo ſtrong with her, and ſhe with the devil, that ſhe again indures 
the cruelty of rheſe tyrments with a wonderful patience, with an admirable conſtancy and res 
folution, and ſo couragioully and ftoutly denying her crime , and peremptorily maintaining 


s | her innocency and juſtification, her Judges, led by the confideration of the ſharpneſs and bir- 
0 Þ ternefs of her torments, as alſo that they could finde nodire& proof or ſubſtantial evidence 
" || againſt her, begin to conceive and imagine that it might be the Waiting-maid, and nor' the 
Xt ' Miſtreſs, char had ſent Belluileinto another world ; and fo refolye, the week following , if 
' ' they heard nothing in the mean rime to accuſe Laurietaz to releaſe aud acquit her: which 
« ' Lexrietz und:rftanding, thetorments which her limbs and body feel arc nothing in .of 
0 thoſe contentments and joys her. heart and thoughts conceive 3 andalready building caftlesand 
I 


w 7 triumphs in her heart and contemplations, for the hope and. joy of her ſpeedy inlargeracat | 
iſe pa and b=haviour, ante it out far braver than before, Es ſhe hath: not _ 
madc her peace with her Judges, neither have they pronounced ner ouyote off alas, 
x* | how fooliſh'y and ignorantly doth the vanity of her hopes deceive ant betray her,? when as 
tO FF the foulnels of her foul, and concamination P her conſcience, every hour and minute prompe- 
of Y her, tharGod, the Judge. of Judges, who hath-ſcen, will in his good time and pl 


the cauſe and the manner thereof, whercin Gods providence and juſtice do miracglouſly& 
i reſplend and ſhine, ; | \ | 


For Lauriera being indebted to her Land-lotd Monfieur de Richcourt, as well for . whole 


— 
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. Yeaps ronr, as for three hundred Livres in money's, Which he had lent her , being | 
of her delays, but more of her diſgrace, lets ont that part of his houſe, which ſhe held 
of him, co the Dcan of Cerpentres, who forhis healths ſake carae to ſojourn that Winter in 


Avignion 


re* F} bothdercPt and puniſh as well her whoredom as her murther, in her dearh ! And lo, here comes ... cad 
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FIEs Gods Revenge againſt Murther. 
© ©  Avignions anddefpairing of her intargement , and to fatisfic himſelf , beginnes to ſell away her 
We Four if, yea, to the very Billers which ſhe had in her Ccllar , which he retains for him- 
ſf; wherof when his ſervants came to cleer the Cellar , they removing the laſt Billets , find 

the earth tiewly removed and opencd in the length and proportion of a Grave: whereot won» 
,dering, they preſently inform their Mafter , who viewing the fame, as God would have ic, he 
mtly apprehended and believed', that Lauriete had undoubiggh;killcd Bellzile , and there 
buried him : when nor peraticting bis ſervants to remove the leaf ſug , he as Fdiſcreer 


—_— —— 
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©, 


aid boneft Citizen, with all poſſible cclerity trips away to the Ciimy adges , andgcquaints 
* them herewith; who concurcing with Richcourt in his opiniogand bclict , they diſpeed them- 

ſelves tothe houſe and Cellar, where caufing the new opencd earth to b: removed, bchold,they 
find the, miferable dead body of Belluile there inhumanely thigen in and buricd in his cloaths , 
which cauſing to bee taken off, thereby to ſearch his bodgghey find him ſhot inzo the reins 
with'two Piſtoll bullets, and his body ftabd and picrcedyyith fix ſcverall wounds of a Rapier or 
road + they are amazcd at this pirifull and lamentableTpes -apd fo refting confident 


oald be no other but Laurieta and her Mayd _ --thardi gc omen xt this cruel! 
ery privatcly and ſecretly cauſe Belluiles dead body 'to/beeConveyed to the prif 
rode A yh Laurietaleaft dreamt thereof, expoſe it to her'fight, and in rough terms charge 


and Crit oat tpon her for this Murther ; but this monſter of nature , and ſhe-devil'of her ſex, hath 
yether heart ſo obdurated wich revenge , and her ſoul fo &re-clouded and benumm'd with im= 
picty, as ſh: is nothing dauntcd or terrifyed with the fight hereofz but with many fearfull impre- 
cations and affeverations ftands peremptorily in her innocency , and oug ofthe heat of her malice 
and choller termes them devils or witches, that are her accuſers. But her Judges , who canno 
longer be deluded with her vowes, nor will no more give car to her perfidions oaths, com- 
mand eo have her Paps ſcared off with hot burning Pincers, thereby to vindicate the truth of her 
cruel] murther, from the falſchood of her impious and impudent denyall thereof, Whereat ama= 
zed andaftoniſh:d, and ſeeing this cruclltorment ready to bec infliftcd and preſented her , God 
- was {o indulgent to her fins , and ſo mwercifull to her ſoul , as the devil flying from her , and ſhe 
from his temptations , ſhe rayming down many rivolets and ſhowres of tearcs from her eycy, and 
| eo rar ee" yolleyes of fighes from her heart , throwing her ſelf down on her knees 
to the'earth, arid lifting up her eyes and hands unto Heaven , with much bewayling and bitter« 
neſs, ſhe atlaſt confefſeth tq her Judges, that ſhe and her Wayting-mayd Lucil.fmere the mure- 
therers of Bellyile, and for the which ſhe ſaid , that through humble contrition and hearty 
repetitance , ſhe hoped that God would pardon hgndfWhit in the life to come , though ſhe knew 
theywould not her body in this. Whcreupon themes , in horrour and cxccration of her 
' Inhamanc and bloudy crime, pronounce ſenrel @orFacath upon her , and condemne her the , 
next day afecr dinner, firſt ro be hanged , then burntahe ſame ftreet, right againſt her lodgingy 
HMorffienr de Richcourts houſe 3 and likewiſe, fich Lucillz was both an acccfiary and aftor in this 
aady Tragedy , that her body ſhould be taken up out of her Grave , and likewiſe burnt with 
hery in the fame fire : which accordingly was exccxcd in the preſence of an infinite number of 
| | both of the Cirizens, and adjacent neighbours of Avignionz Lauriete uttering upon the 
Ladder aſhort , byta'moſt Chriftian and penitenc ſpeechto the people, tending firft to diflwade 
' themall by her example from thoſe ſoule and crying finnes of whoredome, revenge and murtherz 
andthieni to and Pr—_ them, that they would affift her with their religious and de 
'yout'prayers in her ſouls patlige and flightrowards Heaven : yet adding withall , that as bet 
{crine, {6 licrigtief was redoubled, becauſe as ſhe had killed Belluile for Poligny*s Cake » ſo ſhe wa 
"ure that Belluile had killed Poligny for hers. | : 
DIY ti ;'Chriftian Reader , werethe diffolute lives and moarnefull deaths of theſe two urs 
: foretmare Gentlemen, Poligny and Belkrite, and of this laſcivious and bloudy Curtizan Lavriets, 
" andher Wayring-tnaid Lacilla, A tragicall , worthy both of our obſcrvation and detth 
Aacion's' d indeed , theſe arc the bitter fruits of Luft, Whoredome, and Revenge , and the ip 
* foparable'cormpanions which infallibly awair and attend them; the very ſight and confideration 
fare capcable, not only to adminifter conſolation to the righteous, but to firike terrott 
__ to Hlitungodly.O therrefore,that we may beware by theſe their fatal and dangerous fins:for tl 
"7. ; onely perfeRt and truc way to prevent and ayoidtheir puniſhments. 4 
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014 Cactelnovo and 


rine- |. Cestelnovo poyſoned, Peema- L aments his death 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY Ix. 


Jacomo de Caſtelnovo luſtfully fals in love with bis daughter in law Pecrina , Bis own ſon Fran- 
ciſco de Caftelnovo*s Wife , whom to injoj , hee cauſeth Ierantha firft to poyſon bis own Lady Fi- 
dclia , aud then his ſaid ſonne Franciſco de Caftelnovo: i# revenge whereof , Perina treache- 
roufly murthereth him in his bed. Jerantha , ready to dye in travel of childe confeſſeth her two Mur- 
thers , for the which ſhe is hanged and burnt. Pcrina hath her right hand cut off, aud is condemned 
$0 perpetual impriſonment , where ſhe ſorrozwfully dyes. 


Fenced not ſerid our curioſity ( or'our curiofity us) tofeck Tygers and monſters in 

Afrieaz for Europe hath but roo many , who are fo cruell and inhumane , not onely to. 
imbrauc , bur to imbath themſelves is the innocent bloud of their Chriftian brethren, And as: 
Rdigion prohibices us to kill , and commands us love our cnemics; with what audacious and. 
iety dare we then *murther our friends, nay thoſe of our own bloud , and whe 


prophanc impicty 
arethe qreace part of our ſclves?* And although Iraly have latcly afforded many tragicall preft- 
dents , and fearfull Examples of this'nature ( whereof I have given ſome to my former, and: 
reſerved others to my future bookes) yet in my conceit ig hath produced none more bloudy ' 
and inhumanc- than this, whether we reſpe& the Maurthers or the perſons. For here we 
* awretched and cx:crable old mian fo beſotted in luſt ,*-and flaming in malice and ' 
Be; "a8 being both a husband and a father , he by a kelliſh young Genglewoman Chis. 
pet ) poyſonerh both his own wife and his own ſon : It way his vanity which" firſt 
dlecd the fireof his luſt ; ic is then his impicty. which gives way to the devill roblow * 
the coales thereto, and fo to convert it into: Marther. O that- Sin ſhould fo eriuniphcr'e 
Grace, andnot Grace or*c Sinne ! 'O that Age and Nature ſhould not teach! 'usto beet 


te Warr T Fidella acou/ethhir tuſband-of folly]. 
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Book 11, 


bloudy , and more compaſſionate and charicable ! And alas, alas, by Poyſfon , that drug'of the 
zvil, who firſt brought the damnable invention thereof from hell, to be praCtiſed here on earth 
onely by his agents and members ! We ſhall likewiſe ſee him killed by his daughter in law , for 
formerly poyſoning of her husband : Luft ſeduced him to perpetrate thoſe; AﬀeStion , or ra: 
ther bloudy Revenge, drew her on to perform this , and conſequently to her puniſhment du, 
for the ſame. Had they had more Grace and Religion, they would not have been fo inhumane 
bat falling from that , no marvel if they fell to be ſo wretched and miſerable : for if we dye well 
we ſcldonielive ill; iflive ill , we ufnally never dye well; for it is the end that crownes the be. 
ginning, not the beginning the end. Therefore if we will be happy inour lives, and bleffed i 
ourdcaths , we muſt follow Vercue, and fly from Vice, love Chaſtity and Charity , and har: 
Luft and Envie , prefer Hcaven before Earth , our Souls before our Bodics, and dcfic Satan, witt 
a holy reſolution'Þoth to fear and love God. 


Savoy is the Countrey , and Nice the City (ſeated upon the Mediterranean Sea, being the. 
ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Fraxce , and the beſt Fortrefic and Key of Italy ) where the Scene of this 
inſuing Tragicall Hiſtory is layd , the which to refetch from the Head(ſpring and Fountain of 
its originall , ic muſt carry our curiofity and underſtanding over thoſe famous Mountaines , the 
Alpes, and from thence to the City of Saint John de Mauriene , where of late and freſh memory 
dwelt an aged Gentleman, of rich revenues and great wealth,named Seignior Antonio de Arconetog 
who had newly by his deceaſed wife, the Lady Eleanora de Bibauti, rwo Children, to wit, a 
Son and a daughter ; that, named Seignior Alexandro , and this , the Lady 'Perine ; alitle dif- 
ferent in years , for he was cighteen, and ſhe bur fifreens but more in qualities and conditiens , 
for he was by nature perverſe and cholcrick , but ſhe, milde , courteous, and gracio”- 
Again, they differed much in the linzaments and proportion of their bodies ; for Alexand 
like his Father , was ſhort, crookbackr, and hard favour'd : and Periza reſembling her mott. 
call, ftraight-waſted, and fair : fo as it being a principle and Maxim in Nature, that parc 
(for the moſt part) love thoſe Children beſt , who beſt reſemble them 3 as the mother Eleas 
preferr'd Periz in her aff:&ion before Alexandro, fo contrariwiſe their father Arcoxeto 
Alexandro before Perina. Bur as God had called Elca#ore out of this life , and left her hab 
Arconeto to ſurvive her; ſo Alexandros joy prov'd his fiſter Perina's miſery and afflition : 
he was ſo happy to ſee himſelf tenderly cheriſhed” and affected , and ſhe ſo unfortunate $01 
ccive her ſel Hotrcd and difreſpeRed of her father ; wherein, as I praiſe Arconeto's intimate 
to his ſonne, ſo cannot but diſcommend , and withall pitty his immerited and unnatural 
Ic@ to his daughter, wherein, as Alexandro triumphed in the one , judge judicious Rea, 
if Pering had not cauſe enough to grieve and lamentat the other. Bur as the drift and ſcox 
this Hiſtory looks another way , ſo for my part, who have undertaken to pen it, it isthe 
of my intent or purpoſe to give inſtruttions and dire&tion , how parents ſhould bear themſeives 
in their affe&ions towards their children z onely , becauſe I may not here too palpably bewray 
ming ignorance in my filence', I hope, nay I am confident , that with as much truth as ſafery 
I may conclude , it isa happincſs both for parents and children , where parents bear their affe- 
&ians cqually to their children : for loving one , and hating another, the joy of the one proves 
oftentimes the others ſorrow z and in giving that too much hope , wee many times adminifter 
this too muck cauſe of deſpaire;or if the inclinations and affcAions of parenrs be more narrowly 
tycd, and firitly linked to preferre and love one child above the other, yet fith they are the 
cquall ifſuc of their loyns, and we the onely parcnts of their youth , we ſhould becas well cau- 
tious in the diftribution of our favors, as in the demonſtration of our diſreſpe&s towards them. 
Butenough of this digreflion ; and now again to our Hiſtory. ; | 

| As Alexandro growes up in years, ſo he doth in ambition and oftentation : for if he play the 
Bravaſbo abroad among Gentlemen and Ladies, ſoauthariſed by his fathers hatred ofhis aſter- 
hc at home becomes a petty tyrant to her 3 yea, his carriage is ſo ſtern and aperions toward 
her , as ifſhe were rather his {lave than his fifter , or his laundres and hand-mayd , than any pa 
$f of himſelf, which notwithſtanding it was both a daily grief to her heart, and acontinus.. 

>... torment to hey thoughts , yet Perina*s ſweet perfeQtions, and gracious vertues andbchaviar 
= . makcherdigeſt qaghbrcot all with wonderfull conſtancy , and an admirable patie ice, forw 
ſhe knows , that if the flidtild complain to her fachtPf hegdaberhers unkindngfvecuitie s bep -f 
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ſhould thereby reap no other remedy and rediretthe We the 4s Ng andy 
other triumph thercat 3 and that the ifſuc rherEt- worn add =, 0 th 16.M 
game of theone , and mocking-ftock of the other. Bilt God hitft ora? "to caſc | 


ofa gre: part of her undeſerved difcontents and afli&ions: for lo, her brother: Hlexandro, i 
bauching and furfcting at a Banpuet at S»ſ#, returns home, ſurpriſed of a hot peftilent Fey 
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Hiſt. IX. © Caſtelnoyo and Perina, © * 


. which nowwithſtanding the care of his father, or the artof his cxperteſt Phyfacians, he in three 
. days is taken our of this life. | Y 
And now guided by the light of nature, and the inftin& of common ſenſe and reaſon, who 
would not ſurmiſc or think, but that Arconeto, having buricd his ſon Alexandro, ſhould now 
love his only daughter and childe Perixa far dearer and tenderer than before? Bur alas, nothing 
Ie; for he isnot fo kind, and therefore ſhe cannot be fo happy 3 yea, which is worſe, although 
his words be ker commands, and his pleaſure her law, yet he contemns both her and her obe= 
dicncegand never looks gn her with love and affe&ion, (es ſill with diſdain and envy: yea, in * 
a word, his diftaſte is ſo extream and bitter againſt her, as he is never beft pleaſed, than when [he 
is furtheſt from him z ſo as her abſence may'delight and contene him, but her preſence cannor. 
Which unnatural difreſpe&, and unjuſt cruclty of her father towards her, doth fo nip the Joys 
* of her youth, and the blofſoms of her health and beauty, as, poor young Gentlewoman, ſhe be- 
comes infinite melancholy, and cxtream weak and fickly ; which being obſerved and pitticd of 
all her kinsfolks and friends, as being her Fathers ;only childe, and heir toall his Lands and 
Riches, an Aunt of hers, being her mothers fiſter, and likewiſe her God-mother, termed the 
Lady Dominica, a Widow-woman of the ſame City , works ſo with her brother in Law Ar- 
coxeto, that he is content to permit his daughter Perixz to refide and dwell with her : whercar 
-asthe Aunt isnor alittle glad, ſo theNeece beyond meaſure infinitely rejoyceth, and triumphs 
thereat, both hoping that her abſence may, and will procure her fathers affe&ion, which her 
ence could not 3 and that having more liberty and lefs bondage, ſhe might again in a 
time recover her former health and content s or clſe that God, out of his divice provi- 
dence, and pleaſure in heaven, might call and allot her out ſome gallant Husband here on carth; 
with whom, in the contents and plcafures of Marriage , ſhe mighe end her future days 
in as much tranquillity and felicity , as ſhe had formerly lived in diſcontent and af- 
fliion : and indced the event , though not in the firfty yet in the two laft points, anſwereth 
their expcRations. # | 
The Lady Dominice hath formerly contraRed a Daughter of here, named Dons Bertha, to a 
Cavalicr of the City of Nice, termed Seignior Barthplomeo Spelaſſi, by deſcent noble , and of 
good revencws and wealth. And now the appointed time is come for their Marriage : to which 
end , up comes Spelaſſi from Nice to Saint Fohn de Maxriene, affiftcd .and followed by 
many gallant. young Gentlemen of his Kinsfolks and Friends, and, in a word, with a Train 
well bcficring his rank and quality, where theſe Nuprials are ſolemnized with great varicty of 
pomp and plcaſure ; as Feafting, Dancing, Masks, Running at the Ring, Aid the like; for ini 
th:ſe amorous and Court-like Revels, the Savoyards (as participating tzxh of the French 
and Italian humors) take a fingular delight and felicity : But as many Cites one Wedding 
occationeth and produccth another, ſo Fortune, or to ſpeak more properly and truly; Gad: 
daincd, that the Lady Dominica appointed her Necce Perina, to conduft the Bride-graok 
Sonin Law, Spelaſſi, to the Church 3 and he had allotted one of the noblcſt and eminent” + 
valicrs chat came with him, named Sezgnior Franciſco de Caſtelnovs, xo perform the ſame' - 
remony to his Bride the Dona Bertha, being a Knight of Malta, native of the City of Nice; 
| and Son and H:irto Seignior forme de C aſtelnovoga very ancient and rich Barog of Savoy. Now 
a9 Perina was a molt beautifal and fair young Lady, fo was our young Caſtelnovo a very propet 
and gallant Cavalicr; and fith the occafion of this Marriage, and the fortunacy and opportu= 
hity of their uniced office, by a kinde of deſtinated and happy privilege, authorized each to 
be familiar in the others company and preſence : ſo, as Lovers begin to court firſt injeſt ; then 
7 In carncft, the hearts and brefts of this ſweet young couple are in the end cqually ſurpriſcd with 
| theflunc of aftfcHion; yea, his perſonage and dancing, and her beauty and finging , mutually 
inkin:{{z this fire of Iove in their thoughts and contemplations, which cither imagineth , and 
both perceive and underftand , by the dumb Oratory and filent Rhetorick of theit eyes £ 
* Which Caftelzovo knowing her deſcent and qualizy anſwerable to his, he intends to. ſeek 
* her in Marriage. When not any longer to ſurprefs or conceal their affections, they after Din» 
ner dincing in company of divers others in the garden, he {inglcth the Lady Perizia,, his new 
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our young Lovers beartheir aff.Ctions ſo ſccret, bur the whole company, eſpecially the Lady 
Dontnica her Aunt perceives it, and decming it a fir Match for her N:ece rejoyceth thereat. Cy- 


finitely too good for her 3 and ſo at the leaft ſhadow of the very ficſt motion conſents thertumes 


Poſt to Nice, to acquaint his own Father Sergnior_f acomo de Caſtelnuuo therewith, and ſwittly 
returning again to Saint Toby de Mauriene wich his conſent and approbation ; this Marriage of 
Caftelnovo and Perina is there almoſt as ſoon folemnizzd, as that of Spelaſi and Bertha, though 


dies, as were Bertha and Perina. SON. k 
Now the better to addlife and form to this Hifory, or rather to approach the more material 


and cfſential parts thereof, we}mult here leave to ſpcak of Spelaſſi and Bertha, and wholly tic our * 


thoughts and curiofity to Caſte/novo and Perina, two principal and unfortunate perſonators,who 
both have mournful parts to a&t upon the Stage and T heater of Nice ; for this Marriage of 
theirs is nog begun with the tenth part of ſo many joys, as we [hall ſhortly ſee it waited and at- 
tended on yea, diflolved and finiſhed both with tcars and blood. 

Caſtelnov? having brought home his fair and dear Perize to Nice, ſhe is very honourably wel- 
comed, and covrteonfly received and entertained of his old F ather » Seignior Tacomo de Caſtels 
10v0, and of thz Lady Fiselia his Mother, and fo arc all her kinsfults and Friends who accom- 

y hers yea, there wantsno ſcaſting nor revelling in Nice, to teſtific how much th:y congra- 
 tulate and rejoyce at their ſuns good tortune and happineſs. And for Caftelnovo and Perina 
emſclves, why they are (o raviſhed in the content, aud drowned in the joys and del ightes of 

Sage, as though they bave two bodics, yet tncy haveburt one hearts deſire, and aff. ion z 
they arc ſo cxtreamly in love cach with other,as they believe there is no Heaven upon carth, 


forms ariſing, to trouble the ſerenity of this marriage, and rhe fclicity and tra 1quility of theſe 
aff:Rione. : 

For it is both wich grief and ſhame, that I muſt be ſo immod:ſt, and thrrefore unfortunate 
to relate, that the old Baron Facomo de Caſtclnovo, aged of fome threeſcore and eight years, 
hath ſo far forgotten his God and himſfelt, his conſcicnce and his foul, grace and nature, reli- 
2 gion and humanity, as gazing on the freſh and d-licious beauty of our ſweet Lady Perina, his 
own ſons wif: , he gives the reins both of his obſcene defirer, and inordinate affe@ions, ro Juſt 
after her. O how my heart trembles ro think how he that is white with the ſnow of a vene- 
rablc age, ſhould now laſcivioufly idolatrize to beauty ! how he that hath (as it were) one foot 
in his grave, ſhould luſtfatly defire to have the other in his Sons bed ! how he that hath his 
veins drycd up and withered,and nothing living in him but defire, ſhould yer of all the beantics 
of the world, defire only to enjoy that of his Sons wife ! how be, that hath ſcarce any time lefr 
him to be repentant and ſorcowfull for his old fins, will now anew make himſclf guilty 
of theſe foul. finsof Adultery, and I niay in a manner fay of Inceſt ! how he that hath not gi- 


ven the flower of his youth, will yer fill Iafciviouſly and wilfully refuſe to beftow the bran of 


= 


his age on his God! Alas miſerable Caſtelnovo , wretched old man, or rather lubritions ag 


 beaftly Lecher , thus to drown thy thoughts in the hell of concupiſcence and adulrexyys. 
when it were far fitter thou ſhouldſt lift them up to heaven in the ſacrifice of prayery 
and othcr pious and religious contemplations | Bur all chis will not prevail co ſtop the 
current of his voluptuouſneſs , and the progreſſion of his ſenſuality : for without reſpec of 


his God, or regard of his foul, he is reſolute in his defires to make a trumpet of his daugh- 
ter in Law, and to make his Sons wife kis whore : but God will deceive his bopes,and prevent 


his villany. Now 


tof cach others preſence, But they ſhall be deceived herein ; for there ar Tragical 
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and affable to her, ſtill walking and calking with her, yea, and many times kiſſing her , where- 


F =” wiſcdom , than fooliſh jraloufie, aimes at his 'vain Juft towards this young- dy her 


| conſtlence z- norapprehenlion of damnation and hell ,- had the grace or power ,; 
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Hiſt. IX. + Caftelnovo and Perina, SS 


Now the better and ſooner todraw her to his laſcivious deſires, he is wonderfull courteous 


oy 


of both her Husband and ſelf are infinitly joyfull, bur eſpecially Perina, becauſe ſhe finds a great 
alteration in her fortune, in that her Father in Law Caſtelaovo proves as conrteous to her as her 
own Father Arconeto is crucll. But poor innocent foul, and fweet and chaſt Lady, little doft 
thou cither dream, or think on his laſcivious intent againſt thine honour and chaſtity. Old 
Caſtelnovo wallowing in the filchineſs, and burning in the fire} of his new lift , and lofing him- 
ſelf and bis thoughts inthe Labyrinth of his Daughter in law Perina's beauty, he thinks onno- 
thing ſo much ,nay, on nothing elſe, but how to obtain her to his Jaſcivious will : but not da- 
ring, or rather fearing to acquaint her with his inordinate and beaſtly purſe, whiles his Son ' 
her Husband is at home preſent with herghe forgeth and frames a plot,both unnaturall and trea- 
cherous , to make him imbrace and follow the Wars inwayting on the Duke Charles Emanael, 
or the Prince Amadee VidGor his Son and heir, who with their warlike Troops were reſolute 
to expell the Duke of Ferza , V iceray of Millan, with his Spaniſh Regiments, out of //, ercele,Caſſall, 
and the other Towns of Piedmont, to'which end his Jafttul affection to-Perias made him elo- 
quent in perſwading, and powerfull in drawing her Husband to this Martiall aCtion, fo full of 
honor and glory; adding,that his honour, andthe ſervice of his Prince and Country, called * 
him to the Field , and that he ſhould not wholly drown himſelf in the beautybt his young 
Wife , and the pleaſures of Marriage. His Son Caftelnovo not at all ſuſpeRing , or dreaming 
what a dangerous Snake Jay lurking under the green leaves of his Fathers fitgred ſpeeches and 
erſwafions, like a noble and generous Knight as he was, needs no other advocat buthisown ' 
onar and Martiall diſpoſition to imbark him in theſe Wars; and althongh'the beautygrequeſts, 
and tears of his young Lady were venement ſolicitours to divert him, yet he is reſolute to leave 
her for thuce or four moneths. And ſomaking ready his Atmgs, Train;horſes and preparatives, 
h2 giving her many kiſſes ,"and ſhe returning him a world of fighes and tears , leaves Nice, and ; 
ſo finds out the Dake and his Army in Piedmont ; where for a little time we will leave 
him. | | ' 
Itis a queſtion very diſputable, and which by my weak capacity and judgment cannot well 
be decided , whether this departure of young Caftelnovs to the ' Warres , made his Father more 
Jad , or bis wifc ſorrowfull : for as ſhe wasall in tears, fo was he inmirth and jollity , bei 
© vain in his luſt , ,and'ſo laftfull in his vanity, as he trims up his Beard, and goes neater = 
withall more yourhfall in his Apparrell than accuſtomed ; yeay his laft had ſo metamo 
ſed him, as if it had aprophane influence, and ſecret power to renew old age in him. But alas, 
alas,what perfection of chaſtity can we expe#t or hope for in' youth, when weie;no berter danthy 
and fruits in one of threeſcore and cight years? Bur 1 will follow the ftream of our; 
though irideed the relation of this old IaſcivjousLechers Luft and vanity to his Daughg 
Perina, equally affli& me with gricfand piuty to publiſh it. Ws ; 
I am thcn conſtrained ta write and ayerre, thatalthough meer ſhame and unnatur: fo" 
as yet with-hold this wretched Fathers tongug, from vomiting forth his adulterated luft'to' 
fair and chaſt Daughter in law Perina, yct hisluſt is ſo immodceſtly lafcivious, as he cannot k 
himſelf out of her company, nor being in it, refrain from kifling her ; but to ſee the innocency, 
and obſerve the purity of her thoughts > ſh2 nevertheleſs not fo'much as any way ſuſpets or 
dreams of his laſcivious intent , although indeed ſhe thinks this courtefie of his ſomewhat-cx- 
cceds the privilege of a Father, and the duty ofa Daughter z but meaſuring this by the cruclry 
of her own Father, tic, poor filly ſoul, thinks her ſelf in this reſpe&tnow as happy , as hereto= 
fore ſhe was miſcrable.' - Oaly the abſence of her dear Husband Caſftelnovo, doth both torture 
and torment her z and the more, for that he is in the field at Warrs 3 when, God knoweth , ſhe: 
defireth'and wiſheth he ſhould be at home with her in peace. A | RES9 
' Bat whites Periyz Tooks from Savoy to Piedmont, from Nice to Vercelli, and trgny.her ſelf tro 
her Lord and Hasband, her other felt, we muſt not forget , becauſe our HiſtoFr-will remem 
ber, cher Mother in law F34d:1iz, which now we muſt admit and re-conduCt to aX'her parrup 
the Theatre hereof 3 whoobſcrving her Husbands immodeft and unwiſe familiarity demonttra» 
ted to the young Lady Perina , her Sons Wife, as alfo his alteration in humours and:apparell; 
but chiefly his uaaccultomed diftra&tion and fighs in his.reſt and repoſe 3 ſhe, more -oktafver- 


aughter in law; whereat ſh:both admires with grief, and wonders with che anxiety 'ofafftiQis -. _ 
onand ſorrow, to ſec her old Husband , in the winter of his age » fo ſottiſh and-be; | 
Juſt after his own Sons young Wife, - to ſee- that no reſpe& of Heaven 5 no regs 
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Kill uncle lafcivious thuughts in their conception, or to ttrangle them in their birth, wo icceh 
he who was rcady togo to his bed of death, ſhould now {like the Salamander inthe firc) be 
bnrning with defire, to go to that of Luſt and Adultery, and to ſee him ſo devoyd of pitty, as 
hc mult needs joyn Inceſt with Adultery , as if one of theſe beaftly fins alone were not enough 
ehormous and prodigious ro make his life miſcrable, and his death wretched. - And although 
ſhe have cauſe enough of ſorrow in her ſelf , yet when ſhe thinks of her Husbands ape, and 
Daughters youth, of his luſt,and her chaftity , and which is more, of the moſt degenerat and 
nnnaturall part of a Father , to ſcek to pollute and defile His own -Sons bed , and conſequently 
his own honour 3 This inderd gocs near her, and this, and only this makes ber Jook on him, 
both with envy and pitty : but her age having taught her to love diſcretion, and to hate and 
diſdatn jealouficy ſh: bears this as patiently as ſhe may , rill atIaſt ſecking and finding out a fie 
opportunity,ſhe both with tcars in hereyes, and grictin her ſpeeches, very fecretly checks him 
for theſe his inordinate and laſcivious defires towards the young Lady Perina , their Daughter 
in Law. 

But as It is the nature of fin fo to betray and inveagle our judgments , that we flatter our 
ſclves with a falſe conceit,none can perceive it in us; ſothis old lechce her Husband, thinking 
that he had danced in a net, from the jealoufie and ſuſpition of 2!! the world in thus affeQing 


his Sons wiſe, he like a lewd and wretched old vaclet , is ſo far frota re]ltſhing theſe his old - 


wifcs ſpeeches and exhortations, or from being reclaymcd thereby , as he diedaineth both them 
and her; and from henceforth is ſo imp:rious, and withall bitter coher , as he never looks on 
her with aff: lon, bue any 5 which nevecthelefſc ſhe ( aa modeſt wife , and grave Matron ) 
holds it a part not only of her love, bnt of her duty , by ſweet ſpeeches, and. ſoft means of per 
ſwaefton, todiverthim from this fond and laſcivious humour of his. But obſerve the vanity 
of his laſciviouſnef(: , and the impicty of histhoughts and reſolutions ; for all her prayers and 

(waſtons ſerve only racher to ſer, than rebate the edge of his luſt , and rather bring oil to 
Cereals than warer to quench the flame of his immodeſt and irregular affection, fo as ſeeing 
thar ſhe ſtood in the way of obtaining his beaſtly pleaſures, he, like a prophanc and barbarous 
Hmband, rermes her no more his witc, bur his Medez ; and which is worſe, be, out of thc heat 
both of his luſt and choler, vows he will ſoon remove her from this world to another : 

And here the Devill, ambitious and deficous of nothing ſo muchzas to fill up the empty rooms 
ofhis vaſt and infernall Kingdom , by miſcrable and cx:crable degrees takes poſſeſſion firft of 
his thoughrs, then of his hcary, and laftly of his ſoul ; ſo as being conſtant in his indignation and 
choler , and refohutz in this his impious and bloody revenge, he means to diſpatch and murther 

ofor the term of forty two years had bcen his moſt Ioving wlfe,and faithfull Bed-fellow ; 
fichall he will at it fo privatly, as not having as yct diſcovered his aff:&ionto his Da 
he will therefore — both from her and all the world the Murther of this his 
ie , except only to thoſe gracclefſe and execrable Agents he meant imploy in this 
and bloudy bufinefſe. 
To which end (with a hclliſh ratiocination) ruminating and revolving on the manner there« 
of, he having run over the circumſtances of many violent and tragicall dearhs,at laft reſolves to 
»oyſon her ; and deems none ſo fit toundertake it , as her own Waiting-gentlewoman Feran- 
the; the which authorized by his former laſctvious dalliance with her, as alſo in favour of 
five hundred Ducats, that he will give her, he is confident ſhe will undertake and finiſh ; neither 
doth he fail in his bloody hopes , for whatwith the honey of his flartcring ſpecchcs, and the 
Sugar of his Gold, ſh: like an infernall Fary, and a very Monſter of her ſcx, mot ingratcfully 
_ inhumanly conſents = 
nings ſhe was accuſtomed to make and give her Lady, it ſpreading into her veins, and exbaling 
the radicall humour of her life and ſtrength , within cight daics carries'this aged and vertuous 
—_ jo her Grave, and her Soul to Heaven. But her Martherers ſhall pay dear for this her un« 
time | | 

| The Lady Perm, and all the Lady Fidelia's kinsfolks and friends infinitely lament and be- 
wayle her death z and indeed ſo doth the whole City of Nice, where for her deſcent and vertaes 
ſhe is infinicly beloved and affeQted 3 but all theſe tears oftheirs arc nothing in compariſon of 
thoſe of her wicked and cxccrable Husband Caftelnowo, who, although he inwardly rcjoyce, yet 
he outwardly ſeems to be exceedingly afflifted and dejeRed, Bur as he hath heretofore *&ed 
the part of a Murtherer, and now of an hypocrite, yet,have we bur a little patience,and we ſhall 
ſce that deteRed, this unmasked, and both puniſhed. 

Whiles this mournfull Tragedy is ated in Nice, the mediation of the Frexch King and 
Pope reconcile the differences z give end to the Warrs, and conclude peace betwixt Spain and 
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reunto3 ſo as putting poyſon into White-broth, which ſome mor» - 
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Hiſt. 1 X, Caſielnovo and Perina, 


So home returnzs the Duke of Feria, to M:l/an; the noble Duke of Savey, and the gencrous 
Princes his Sonnes, to Turin; the Marſhal de Deſdiguieres, and the Baron of Termes into France ; 
and conſequently home comes our Knight Caſtelnovo to Nice : where thinking to rejoice with 
his young, Wife, he is ſo unfortunate to mourn for the death of his old Mother ; buc G OD 
knows, that ncither of them know the leaſt ſpark or ſhadow of her cruel and untimely Mur- 
ther, ard leſſe , the cauſe thereof, Now for his laſcivious and bloody Father, albcir , rocaſt 
2 vail beforc his thoughts, and his intents and aCtions, hee publiquely mourns for his Wits 
death , and rejoyceth for his Sonnes return ;. yer contrariwilc he privately mournes for this, and 
rejoyceth for«that. Bur to leave the remembrance of Figelia , to aſſume that of our Perina; | 
know not whether ſhe grieved more at her Husbands abſence, or rejoice at his preſence , fith 
her aff:Aions to him was ſo tender and fervent, as in her heartand ſoul ſh: eſteemed that as 
' much her Hcll , as this her Hzaven upon Exrth : but theſe joyes of heesare but fires of ſtraw, or 
flattering Sun-ſhines , which are ſaddenly cither waſh:d away with a ſhowre, orcclipſed and 
baniſa:d by a Tempeſt 3 for whiles her _ flatter her belief of her Husbands continuall tay 
and refidence with her, her Father in laws luſt to her, foreſceing and confidering that it was im- 
poſſible to think to obtain her at home, e'r her Husband, his Son, were again imploycd and 
ſent abroad, makes all his thoughts aim, and care and induftry tend that way, as if time had no 
wer to make him repznt the former murther of his Witc, or gracc influence to renounce the fu- 
ture defiling and diſhonouring of his Daughter in law. | ; | | 
But he isas conſtant in his Juſt to her, as reſolute in his diſpatching and ſending away of 
him ; onsly he muſt finde out ſome pregnant , vertuous, and honourable pretext and colouz 
for the cff:&ing of his defign and reſolution, becauſe hee well knowes his Son Caſtelnopo is as 
wiſc and generous in himſelf ,, as amorous of his beautifull young Lady Perina : but his luſt, 
which is the cauſe of his reſolution or rather his vanity, which is the author of hisluft, ac 
one time ſuggeſts him theſe two ſeverall imployments for his Sonne ; either to ſend him into 
France with the Prince Major, who was lately contratt:d, and ſhortly to eſpouſe Madame Chri= 
iftiene the Kings ſecond Siſter 3 or elſe under the infinuation of ſome great Penfions and Offices 
that were ſhortly to be diſpoſed of in Malta, again to ſend him back chicher : and his harping 
on theſe two firings , was the on:ly Mufick and melody which he now gave his Son 5 who after 
he had amoncth or two at moſt, recreated himſelf in the ſweet company of his dear and ſweet 
wife Perina, he leaſt of all aiming whereat his father aimed, by his abſence again gives way, 
and conſents to his deſires of his departure: onely the choice of theſe two different imploy- 
ments is yer queſtionable and unreſolved of betwixt the Father and his Sonne :. For as 
the Sonnes curiofity defireth for to ſee the Court of France, which .as yerhe hath not ſceng 
ſo his Fathers Luſt and Malice is to have him returne honourably to Malta, from whence: hi 
hach formerly reccived his honour of Knighthood , and ther# to obtain a Penſion du "W. 
tzrm of his life. - 


The Sonne imbraceth the pleaſures of the journcy of France, before the profit andhiShaw 
of the Voyage of Malta. But the Father aiming at other ends, preferres this of Malta be- 
fore that of France; ſo as time working an impreſſion in his thoughts, and his Fathcrs defire 

| a kind of natural command in his will, and of filiall obedience in his reſolution, he at laſt 
reſolves on Maitas | ES 

Bnc' asneither of. theſe two enterpriſes of young Caftelnovo is pleafing, bur diſtaſtfull to 
his young aad fair Lady Perina; So if her affliction and miſery be ſach , as of the ewo her 
Husband muſtneeds attempt and proſecute one , then fith hee may goe into Franceby land, 
and cannot to Malta, but by Sea, ſhzatlaſt, with an inforced willingnefſe C ſympathizing 

. With his firſt inclination )likewiſe defires that the obje& of his Journey , and the period of his 
Voyage be France, and not Malta; as relying rather in hearing from him to ſtand at the 
ou and fidclity of a Poſt, then at the unconſtancy of the winds, and the mercy of the 
cas. 
So all things prepared and ready for his Voyage, Perina importunately begging, andher 
husband Cafte!nows confidently promiſing his ſpecdy returns ſhe condutting him over the Hill to 
Villafranca in her Coach, they there, with many reciprocal kiff:s, -fighs and tears, take. leave 
each of other ; hc imbarking himſelf upon a French Gallcy, bound from Marſelles to Malta, 
(which ſtop: there accidentally) and ſhe commitring him to che auſpicious favour of the wind 
and ſea, very ſforrowfully returns for Nice. __ 25% 

Thus leaving the Son floating and wafting on the Seas, let us again return to his undiatucal 
and beaſtly Father, who ſeeing his wife gone to heaven, and his ſon to Malta, -and all things 
itherto to ſaccezd according to his laſcivious deſires, doth now affure himſelf, that eicher 

by fir or foul means he will reap his pleaſure of his beautifull daughter in Law Perine. 
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To which cad he gives her the ſole government and an þ mma 7 of his houſe , wich%intence 
and hope the ſooner to govern, and ſurer to command her : and ſo forgetting modeſty, and hig 
luſt giving a Law to his conſcience, fittcen days are ſcarce paſt, till finding her in her chamber 
playing on her Lute, he after ſome pauſes, coughs,and kifſcs, bewrays and vomitcth her forch his 
tcrvenr aff:Qion and dcehire, 

Bur for mine own part, I highly diſdain to pollate and vilific this Hiſtory with the obſcene 
and laſcivious ſpeeches, wherewith this old lecher Caſtelnovo courts this young Lady Pering his 
daughter in Law, as holding them as unworthy of my relation, as of my Readers knowledge ; 
of my modett pen, as of their chaſte cars, only judging of their nature and quality by their 
effe&ts. The bcaſtlineſs and uncxpeRedneſs thereof,firit made Perina cxtreamly bluſh for ſhame 
and choller, and then immediately again look pale with grict and diſdain, when not able to 
brook, or hearken to his lewd ſpeeches, much leſs his hatctull preſence, ſhe, in the defence and 
preſcrvation of her chaſtity, which ſhe preferred before her lite, giving him a ſharp anſwer,and 
a bitcer denial, and grieving to ſee a Father fo gracelefs and impious, to ſeck to. defile his own 
Sons bedin her diſhonour, ſhe throws away her Lute; and fo very haſtily and chollerickly 
abandon:th his preſence, 2nd her own chamber. At which he bites his lip tor rage, and hangs 
down his head tor indignation. Burt at laſt fin and the devil raigning in him , makes that he 
will not take this her firlt repulſe tor his laſt anſwer and denial : but reſolute to perſevere in his 
lubricity, he in every walk, garden and room, frequents and haunts her as her ghoſt, as thinkin 
to obtain thac trom her through his importunity, which he could not by his perſwaſton 3 bur 
this his impudency (hall not prevail. 

Now as his {intul motion infinitely grieved her, fo his perſeverance and importunacy therein 
doth doubly aftli& and torment her : how to appeaſe this ſtorm, to quench the fire of his luſt, 
and deface the remembrance and tceling of her gricf, ſhe knowsnot. For alas, alas, ſhe is fo 
unhappy, as her own Father Arcoxero, and her Aunt Domznica are at St. 7obu de Mauriene, her 
ſweer and dear husband in Ma/ta, and her mother in Law, the Lady Fideliz in heaven 3 fo as ſhe 
hath no intimate nor ſecret familiars, nor any boſom friend to reveal theſe her ſorrows and afe 
flittions. Once ſhe thought to ſteal away from Nice, ſo to paſs the Mountains, and to flic back 
to Saint Fobn de Mauriene : but again confidering the diſhonour, and withal, the danger to un« 
dercake this journey, as alſo the cold reception and entertainment ſhe ſhould there finde of her 
own hard hearted tather, who would rather deride than pitty her afflitions : ſhe altereth this 
her reſolution, and ſo reſolves a little longer to ftay in Nice, hoping and praying, that God 
would reCtifie her Father in Law Caſtelnovo*s judgement, and reform the errors of his Iaſcivioug 
thoughts and defires. And fo for her part, hating the father as much as ſhe loved the ſon her 

wband ; he could not be more prodigal of his lewd ſpeeches and tentations to her, than ſhe 
was of her {ighs and tears to underftand and repel them. A thouſand times ſhe wiſheth her ſelf 
YMziz, with the Knight her husband, or he in Nice with her : and could her body fo ſoon 


Kaveflown or Cailcd thither as her thoughts, he had long ſince injoyed the happineſs of her pre- 


ſence, and ſh: the fclicity of his Fathers abſcnce. But fith ſhe is too miſcrable to be ſo fortunate, 
{h2 hath yer this conſolation left her to ſweeten the bitterneſs of her affliftions, and this hope 
to revive and comfort her againſt her deſpair, that her Letter may procure his ſpeedy return 
from Malta to Nice. Whereon reſolving, although the occaſion ind grounds thereof were as 
ſtrange as ſhamefull, ſhe ſecretly ſtcalsto her chamber, and locking her door to her, takes her pen 
and paper, and rather with tears than Ink, writes him theſe few lines : 


PERINA to CASTELNOVO- 


| P Song miyge eyes and heart can better weep aud ſigh for mine afflitions, than my pen depaint 

them, yet T ſhould infinitely wrong thee in my ſelf, and my ſelf in thee, if T inform thee not 
by this my Letter (the ſecret Ambaſſador of my heart ) that my affetion deſerves, and mine honour 
requires thy ſpeedy returmto me 3 I would unlock thee this myſterie, and make it more obvious and ap* 
parent to the eye of thine underſtanding, but that mine own modeſty, and anothers ſhame commands 
my pen to ſilence herein. And again, my tears ſo confuſedly and mournfully interrupt my fighs,they 
my tears, and both my pen, as although I have the will, yet I want the power to enlarge thee. Only my 
dear Caftclnovo, if ever thy Perina were dear to thee, make her happy with thy ſight, who deems 
ber ſelf not only miſerable, but accurſed in thy abſence, For till Nice be thy Malta, Heaven may, Earth 


PERINA. 


. Cannot rejoyce mes 


Having 


5k ® KF 1 5 _4A__Y.Þ0Þ Re B Born hd EPs 
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Having written this her Lecter, ſh: finds a contident and intimate Friend of her husbands, a 
Genilcman named Seigntor Benedetto Sabia, who undertakes the ſafe conveyance, and ſecret de. 
livery thereot into Malra to Caſtelnow) : ſo giving it him with ſtore of gold to defray the 
charge ot his journcy, as alſoa pair of gold bracelets for a token to her Knight and heebend 
h- imbarks tor Genova, foto Naples, and from thence in a Neopolitax Galley, arrives in ſhort 
riinc, to the renowned and famous }: of Maltz, the incxpugnable Bulwark of Chyjiftendom,. 
and rhe curb and bridle of audacious inſuleitig-Turky,- where finding out che Knight Seignzor 
Franciſco de Cajlelaovo, he cft:aally and fairly delivers him his Ladies Letter, Bracelets , and 
M:flage, who withdrawing himſelf co a window, hath no ſooner broken up the ſcats/and read 
che Lecrer, . but he is at fiſt much perplex:2d at the unexpeR&ted news thereof; he reads ito*re 
again and again, and f11ds it ſo obſcure, as he cannot gather or conceive her meaning therein, 
bat ar laſt conſtruing ic only to be a wileand fetch of hzr aff:&ion, to re-ferch and call him 
home to Nice to her 5 he loth as yet to loſe and'abandon his hopes of preferment in that Iland, 
which now the great Malter hath promiſed him, diſpatcheth $abia back for Nice, and plucking 
off a rich Emcrauld trom his finger, delivers it him be his Lady Perina, as a token of his dear 
and fcrvent :f-Ction, and with ic a Letter in anſwer of hers. 

[In ch-Intcrim of Sabi his abſence to Malta, our old laſcivious Baron Caftelncvs is not idle 
in Nice, in ſtil! ſ-cKing ro draw our Lady Perine to his adulterous defire, and will, yea, he is 
become o obſcene in his r:q1-zitz and ſpeeches, as they not only exceed chaſtity; bur civility, ſo 
as ſh: (poor Lady) can find: no truce, nor obtain any intermiſſion from theſe his. beaftly ſolici- 
cations; but rclolving; {till co preſerve her honour with her life, her pure chaftity ſhines clearer 
imche midit of theſc his impure temprations, thanthe Sun doth, being invironed and incom- 
pafſcd wich many obſcure clouds : bur ſhe thinks every hour a year, before ſhe ſee her Knight 
Ceftelnovoſatcly returned trom Malta, when la, Sgbie arriving at Villafranca, trips over to 
Nice, and undcritanding Peria privarcly bolted up in her Chamberhe repairs to her,and there 


delivers her, her Knight Caſtelnovo's Ring and Letter, although not himſclf 5 when tearing off 
the Scals, ſhe therein finds theſe words : 


CASTELNOVO to PERINA. 


| Y fair and dear Perina , the knowledze of thy ſighs and tears the more afflit and grieve me, 

inreſpedt I am ignorant whence they proceed, or what occaſioned them : *tis true, thy affeGi- 
on deſerves my return, aud.the preſervation of «thine hogour, not only to requeſt, but to require and 
comman# it : but Fam ſo aſſured of that, and ſo confident of this, as 1 know thou wilt carry the firſt 
to thy grave, and the ſecond to heaven. So, if any one ſince my departure have faln.in love with 
thy beauty, thou muſt not finde it ſtrange, much leſs grieve there at, ſith the excellency thereof bath 


power, not only to captivate one but many z yea the conſideration thereof ſhould rather rejoyce, than 


efflift thee, ſh what(oever he be, the ſhame in the end will remain his, and the glory thine. But dear 
and ſweet Lady, I think thine honour is only wa ang vo and thy affedtion the cauſe, ſo earnejtly to 


defire my return: whereunto I would willingly conſent, but that the daily expettance of my preferment 


muſt a little longer aetain me here : only this is my reſolution, and 1 pray let it be thy aſſurance, 1 


will diſpatch my affairs here with all poſſible expedition, and. ſhall never think my ſelf happy, till T 
re-imbark from Malta and land at Nice; | 


CASTELNOVO. 


Having ore-read her Letter, ſhe, the better to difſcemble her ſecret paſſions and gricfs, very 
courtcoully confers wich Sabia : of whom having for that time thanktally taken her leave 3 ſhe 
for mecr ſorrow and aitiictions throws her ſelf on her bed, from thence on the floor, te ſee her. 
hopcs deceived of her hutban+'s return 3 and now ſhe knows neither what to ſay or do in this her 


miſery and perplexity ; tor (hz ſees char her Father in Laws: obftinacy, and conſequently her ſor= 


row grows trom bad to worſe, that he is ſo far from reclaiming, as he is reſolute in his laſcivi- 
ous and beaſtly ſolicitacions : So that ſecing his fair ſpeeches and cntrearics cannot prevail with 
her, he cxchangerh his reſolution and form:r language, and ſo addsthreats to higrequeſts, and 
frowns to his ſmiles, as if force ſhould extorc and obrain that, which fair means could not, yea, 
and ſometimes he intermingleth and adminiftreth her ſach hearc-killing menaces, as ſh: hath. 
now reaſon not only to doubt of his luſt, bur alſo to fear his revenge : which confidering, ſhe, 


as wcll co preſerve her honour, as to provide for the ſafety of her lite, will once again prove. 
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the kindneſs of her own unkind father Arconeto, and ſo determineth to leave Nice, and to flic 
unto Saint John de Manriene : now to afliſt her and accompany her in this her ſecret eſcape, ſhe 
thinks none fo fit az Sabia, who for her husbands afteQion, and her own vertues, willingly con- 
ſenterh to her : ſo ſhe preparing her appare], and he her train, they in adark night (when pale 
faced Cynthia inveloped her ſelf in a multitude of black and obſcure clouds, purpoſcly to affift 
and favour her in this her laudable and honourable flight) take borſe, and ſo with great cxpe- 
dition paſs the Mountains, and recover Saint Tchr de Manurienez where though ſhe be not truly 
welcomto her own Father Arconeto, yet her honour and her life are truly ſecured from the luft 
and revenge: of her laſcivious Father in Law Caſtelnovo: nevertheleſs the cauſe and manner of 
her eſcape, but chicfly the conſideration of her husbands abſence in the paſſage of this buſineſs, 
doth ſtill ſo bitterly afflit her, as ſhe is become pale and fickly : whereupon ſhe is reſolute,once 
again to ſend back Sabia to Malta to her knight and husband, with a ſecond Letter, in hope it 
may eff-C and procure his return, which her firſt could not : and fo calling for pen and paper, 
ſhe traceth thereon theſe few lincs. 


PERINA to CASTELNOVO. 


Tth thou wilt #0t leave Malta, to ſee Nice for my ſake, I have left Nice, to live or rather to die 
in Saint John de Mauricne for thine : tis true, my affedion hath deſired thy return, which thou 
haft not granted me : tis as true, that one, to whom Nature hath given a prime and ſingular intereſt 
2n thee, and thee in him, hath ſought the defloration of mine honour, which my heart and duty have 
denied bim. Thou art confident of my affeion to thee : if thine had been ſo faithful and fervent to 
my ſelf, neither ſea nor land had had power to ſeparate us. Tf any preſerment be dearer to thee 
then my life, ftay in Malta : or if my life be dearer then it, then return 10 Saint John de Manricne, 
where thou mayeſt finde me, for in Nice I will not be fonnd of thee. Hadſt thou not purpoſely miſta= 
hen the cauſe for the pretext in my importunity of thy returne, I would have digeited it with far 
' more content, and leſs affliction : but ſith neither my affe1on , or honour hath power to effe it , at 
leaſt let the regard of my life, ſith that will not accompany me, if thou any longer abſent thy ſelf from 
me: make therefore haſte to ſee thy Perina, if ever thou think to ſee her again; and let her bear 
this one content to her grave, that ſhe may diſcloſe thee a ſecret, which, but to thy ſelf , ſhe wall 
conceal from all the world. | 


PERINA. : 


\Whiles $4bi2 is again ſpeeding towards Malta with. Perina's ſecond Letter to her husband 
Caftelnovo, we will a little ſpeak of old Caftelnovo the Father, who ſeeing his daughter in Law 
Pering fled, and conſequently hi hopes with her, he is cxtrcamly perplexed and afflicted heres 
at : All the houſe and City is ſought tor her,and he himſelf breaks off the locks of her Chamber- 
door, where he finds the neft, but the bird flown away, hcr bed, but not her ſelf: fo as his 
thoughts doubly torment and aftoniſh him, firſt to be fruſtrated of his hopes and defires to en= 
Joy her, then, becauſe ſhe will bewray his laſcivious ſuit and affection to het Husband his ſon, 
which of all (ides will not procure him not only ſhame, but infamy z yea, now it is, although 
before he would not, that he ſecs his errour, and vanity, in attewpting to make ſhipwrack of 
her honour ard chaftity, which is the glory, and ſhould be the Palladium of Ladies : bur it is 
too late to recover her again : And harefove although he know how to repent , yet he is igno- 
rant how to remedy or redeem it, fith his attempt and enterprize was not only odious to God 
but infamous to men, oppoſite to Grace, and repugnant and contradiQory to Nature. Bcfides, 
this his lufttull folly proceeding from himſelf, looks two ways, and hath a double reficxion,fartt 
on Perine the wife, then on Caſtelnovo her husband, and his own ſon, who, he is afſured will 


be all fire hercar ; yea, this crime of his is of ſo high and ſo bealtly a nature, as he knows not. 


what to ſay to him, or how to look him in the face, when he ſhall arrive from Malte , which 
his guilty conſcience tels him will be ſhortly 3 ncither doth the Calcularion or Arithmetick of 
his fear deceive him : for by this time is Sabie again arrived at Malta, where he delivers Caftes 
1ov0 his wifes ſecond Letter 3 the which doth fo nettle and fting his heart to the quick , at the 
bitter and uncxpeRted news it relates, as he efteems himfelt no longer himſelf, becauſe he is not 
with his dear wife, who is the one half, yea the greateſt part of himſelf. Wherefore, admiring 
' who in Nice, yea, in his fathers houſe ſhould be ſo impudently laſcivious, to ſeck ro blemiſh his 
honour, in that. of his Ladics, he making her fighs and tears his, with all expedition and hafte 


provides . 
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provides: for his d:parcure from Malte ; and yet his loves his fear; or both conducing and 
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concurring in one, makes him inſtantly reſolve to diſpatch and retara Sabie, as the ha binge 
to proclame his comming; che which he doth, and chargeth him wich this Letter to his 
witc, and dear Lady Perina. 


CASTELNOVO tw PERINA. ny 


Hy ſudden departure from Nice to Saint John de Mauriene doth equally affli&t aid amaze me; 

I burn with defire, to know as well the Author, as the Cauſe thereofgtbat I may likewiſe know how 
$0 right thee, in revenging my ſelf of hims T have though ir fit ro return Scignor Sabla agein to thee z 
& ſoon as be arived to me, being ready within two dates to imbark gs timely as bimſelf ; ſo that if wind 
end Sea hate me not too much, in more loving and favexring bim, I am confident to bring and deliver 
thee my ſelf, as ſoon as he ſhall thee this my Letter ; and judye whether I ſpeak it from my heart and 
ſoul, fith the eftimation of thy love, and the a oyran 0! thy bonour,make me already deem wiinutes; 
moneths, and hours, years , till my preſence be made happy with thine, I come, fair Perina,ſweeet wiſe 
and dear Lady,l come; and if heaven prove propitious to my moſt religious prayers and deſires bers 
ow earth, our meeting ſhall be ſhortly as ſweet and bappy, 6s our parting was bitter und ſortow- 


full 


CASTELNOVO: 


So according to this hisLetter, as ficſt Sabie imbarks from Malte to Nice ; before him, fo 
he likewiſe arrives at Genouajthe day after he did at Nice, from whence poafting orc the Moun= 
tains, he arrives at Saint John de Mauriexe , where, at his Fatherin law Arconetoes houſe ; hs 
finds his dear and ſweet Lady Perine, who cvery minute of time, with much impaticnt long- 
ing and defire, expeRted his arrivall ( as having che nighe before received his ſecond and 
Letter by Sabizy which avertiſcd her thtrcof) ſo like true and faithfull Turtle | 


eftecraing 
each others preſence their moſt ſoveraign fclicity, they fall to their billing and kifſzs, roinform 


themſclves how ſiweer this their happy mecting was each to other, And here our Ca 
ftelnovo cannot be ſo curious or to inquire, as his Laydy Perine was to rclate the cauſe of 


her ſudden departure from Nice to Saint Fohx de Mauriene z occafioned by the unnaturall luſt 
and Iaſciviouſneſs of his Father (as we have formerly underftood ) the which ; with many 
fighs and tears, ſhe depaints forth to him in all its circircumſtances and colours, Hc is amazed at 


this ſtrange and unexpeftcd news, and far the more to think that his own Father ſhould (in 


the winter of his age) attempt or ſeck to defile his honour and bed, in the perſon of this. hi 
fair and chaſt Lady Perina ; he wondreth to ſee fo little grace in ſo many years, and aptly 
ture had not, yet Religion ſhould have had power to baniſh theſe laſcivious thoughts from 
heart and memory: ſo with ir we "ac arms he tenderly embraceth and kiffeth her, highly cx- 
calling her chaſtity, and applanding thediſcrcer carriage of her eſcape 3 being hiinſelf refolurs 
to ſtay in Saint Pihus de Meuriene with her Father Frconeto, and not to return to Nice to his 
own Father ('aſtelnovo. But he ſhall as ſoon infringe as make this his reſolution z for by =_ 
time his Father underſtanding of his Sons reurn from Malta, to St. Fob de Marrions, 
knowing that his Lady Perine hath nor fail'd to bewray him his laſcivious ſure and defire, at= 
temptcd agaznſt her honour, as alſo grieving at the remembrance of his former folly and fu- 
cure ſhame, in knowing what a foul ſcandall both ir and his Sons abſence would procure and 
ingender him, he rcſolyes to confeſe his crime, and ſoby the mediation of a perſwaſive and (a> 
tisfying Letter,to endeavour to reclaim them again from Gove Fo de Maxriene to Nice 5 wheti 


calling for p:n and paper, he writes theſe few inſuing lines, and ſends them his Son by a Gentls- 
woman of his bat 


CASTELNOVOtohis Son CASTELNOVO: 


I Am as glad of thy errivall from Malta, as ſorrowfull for thy abſence from Nice z nd fsth to deny 

ts to redouble our errours ahd imperfettions, I will not go further than my ſelf tofind the cauſe theres 
of, fith I know that my laſeivious andgraceleſſe attempt againſt the honour of thy chaſt Lady, batb 
drayn thee toth i; refutes 3 but now I write it tomy futurecomfort y as much as I conceived it to mp 
former ſhame, that Grace hath vanquiſhed Nature , and Religion luft in me : ſo as T ai at preſeut 
#ot only ſorrowfull, but repentant for that crime,of mine,which I no more remimber but with horror 
mor think of , but with deteſftation. My ſoul bath made my peace with God,aid my beart deſires to 


recomtract is bath with thy ſolf agtd ber 4 ax gs T bope he will forget its ſo I beſeech you bath to forgive 


O— 
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————= eing ready tacoufirgy this mpretonciliation as well with my rongue as pen. Wherefore fth no 

; ; dhe.ſole.propifeny. age, and comfort of my life, make me not ſo unfortunate or miſerablo, to be ed 
hb ſ 


tau &# autall of myſhame;-bnd thy abſence ; but bring backthy Lady with thee 5, for here I Jik 
profeſi before Heaven and Earth, that T will henceforth as much honour her for her chaſtity, as bercro- los 
fore I laſciviouſly ſought to betray and violate it... ar rl be : de 
AVON  " CASTELNOVO. ler 

ha 


.- Chis.vertuous and religious berter of the Father prevails with the Son, and his fair and cheſt 
Lady.z.ſo.as their fvertcics anddilcretions huſh up this bnfineſs in filence , and within eighc th 
dazeathey both.rermm.from Saint Toby de Mauriene to Nice , where they are courtcouſly wel- ly 
camid » and roſp:Rively reccived and entertained of their Father, whoſe contricion for bis for- ol 
qwer-folly.is outrwardly:fo great , as he hath tcarsin his cycs at the remembrance thereot; ſoas || w! 
making good thepromile of his: Lerter, he very patiently and ſorrowfully implores their par- an 
donamd gemillionz\ which they -inftantly granthim* with as much . willingneſs as alacrity. So ur 
t and. thoughrhercot isobſcuredand yaniſhed, as if it had never been ; and all things ly 

WH partics.{o. reconciled, as tocommion ſenſe nothing in the world is capable to trouble the an 
illicy otahig.reconciliation axd atonement: ** But alas, alas, we ſhall very briefly ſegthe to 
contraty.3 For old Cafielnovo the Father, notwithſtanding all theſe religious promiſes and m 
ſincere ſhews of repentance and tears, is fo far frem being the man he ſeems tobe, as although he 


P! th < inforeed to ſec afted.upon the Theater of this Hiſtory. Sa 


b at b rhe San., . And had the continued in this religious reſolution , ſhe had lived more fortu- || to 
nately , and nat died fo miſerably and ſhamefully , as we ſhall bricfly ſee. For our old Lecher | th: 
aſtelngvo .,' her Maſter, ſecing his Gold could not this-: ſecond time prevaile with Ferin- | is, 
they being cqually inflamed as wel with luft to Perina,as with malice and revenge to his Sop | of 
Gaſtelnovo her Husband, hi is'fq implacable therein , as he ptomiſeth ro marry her , if ſhe will | fta 
attempt and perform ir. So'although his firſt battety fayled , yet his ſecond doth not 3 For the | me 
Devill had made her fo ambitious of greatneſs and honour, thart of a fiimple wayting Gcntle- Jnig 
woman to become a great Lady, ſhe conſents hereunto. and., which is a thouſand pittics to Jing 
report, within lefs chen{1xUayes performs it ; when ( God knowcs ) the innocencie of this {no 
harmlcts young Gentleman his Son never dreamt or ſuſpefted it. p- q 
_ At the. fight of this his ſuddendeath, his Lady Pering is ready to dye for gricf, yea to drown [do 
her ſelf 3 the, Ocean and. deluge of her tears 3 tearing her hair , and ftriving to deface [in 
-the excellencic of her beauty, with a kind of carcleſs neglect, as if ſhe: were reſc#lnte not to: © al 
vive him. _ Andit the- Lady Perina bewrayed many deplorable demonſtrations &f forrow Þ| »r 
for the death of her Husband,, no leſs doth his Father Caftelnovo for that of his Son; ons || 4: 
7 their gricts . (+ conformable to their-paſſions ) are diametrically different and oppolitez kil 
I r hers Were. fervent and true, as proceeding from the fincerity of her affe&tion ; and: his 
bypocriticall and. feigned . as . derived from the profundity of his malice and revenge towezds 


% him, 


| 


Hit.X. G aflelnovo and Perina. _.. 


Tm 


him. And not to cranſgrets trom the Decorum and ruth of our Hiſtory, old Caſtelnovo could 
not ſo artificially bear and overvail his ſorrows for his Sons death, bur (the premiſes conſider- 
ed) our young atflifted widow and Lady vehement]y (uſp Etzrh he hath a hand therein; and 
likewiſe partly believes that Jeranthe is likewiſc accefſary and ingaged therein, in reſpe&X"ſhe. 
looks more aloft, and is grown more familiar with her Lord and Maſter than before. Andi. 


ir 


deed ayher ſorrows increaſe her jealouftc , ſo her jealouhic throws her into a paſſionate and vie _ » 


lent reſolution of Revenge, borh againſt him and ber, it ſhe can be ſuturely affured that they 
had murthered and poyſoned the Knight her husband. | 

Now to be aſſured hereof, ſhe thus reaſoneth with her {cf ; that if her Father in Law were 
the Murtherer of his Son her Husband, his malice and hatred ro him procceded from his beaſt- 
ly luſt to herſelf z and that he now diſpatched, he would again ſhortly revive and renew his 
old laſcivious ſuit co her : which if he did, ſhe vows to take a ſhaip and criicl R evenge.of him; 
which ſh: will limic with no leſs than his death. And indeed we ſhall not £0 far toike thewvene 
and trath anſwer her ſuſpition. For within a moneth or rwo after her hugbahd'v 4 | 


ly ſolicitations againſt her chaftity and honour : which obſcrving, the ſort ewfiac dj(ainf 
and coylic puts him off, but yer not ſo paſli »nately nor chollerickly as beforxegvone v.of-par; 
to make him the more cager in his purſuit, thereby the berter'to draw him rocker lures 
might perp:trate h:r malice, and aCt her R.:venge on him, and ſo make his deat 


her rage and indignation, as hi: luſt and ma'ice were th2 caaſe of the forrows ofheFte- Bic 


unfort:nate and mi'cr. ble Lady , what a bloody and helliſh enterpriz: doeſt thon inpage thy / 


ſelf in, and why hath thy aff. tion ſo blindcd thy conſcience and foul, to make thy ſelf the 
Author and Aor of ſo mouratu] and bloody a Tragedy ? For alag, alas, ſweet Perina, | know 
not whether more to commend thy aff.&ion to thy H:sband, or condemn thy cruel malice in- 
tend:d to his Father. For, O grict ! O pity ! where are thy Vertues, where is thy Religiong 
where thy conſcience, thy ſoul, thy God, thas to give thy ſelf over to the helliſh tentations of 
Satan ? Thou which herct fore flcd'it from adultery, wile thou now follow murther? or be- 
cauſ: thy heart would not be acccfſary to that, ſhall thy ſoul be now fo irreligious and impiousg 
to be gailey of this ? But as her Father in Law is reſoluce in his Juſt towards her, ſo is ſhe like- 
wiſe in herrevenge towards him, and far the more, in that ſte perceives Ferantha's 
great belly ſufficiently ſproclaims that ſhe hath plaid the Strumpet ; and *' which is 
worſe, ſhe fears, with her cxecrable and wretched Father in Law : as now no longer 
able to ſtopp the furious and impetuous current of her revenge , ſh: is fo gen 
and bloody, as ſh:e vows firſt to diſpatch the Lord and Maſter , then the Waits 
ing-G-nil:woman , as her thoughts and foul ſuggeſt her they had done firſt the Mo- 
ther , then the Son: ſo impious arc her thoughts, fo inhumane and bloody her reſo- 
lutions. 

Now in the interim of this tim: the old Lecher her Father is again become impudent and 
importunate in his ſuir. So our wre:ched Lady Perina degen:rating from her former vertues; 
and ind:cd from her {c1f, (hz, afrer many requefts and folicitations,very f- ignedly ſeems to yeild, 
and ſtrike fail to his d fire; but indeed with a bloody intent to diſpatch him out of this world. 
So having concluded thi: finful fatal Much , there wants nothing bur the finiſbing and ac- 
compliſhing thereof : on'y they differ in the manner and circumſtances : the Father is defirous 
to go to the Dughter in Laws bed, the Daughter to the Father in Laws 3 but both- conclude 


that the night, and-not the day ſhall give end to this laſcivious and beaftly buſineſs ; his reaſon 
is, to avoid the jcalouſtc and rage of Ferantha, whom now, although ſhe be neer her time. 
of deliverance, he refuſcth to marry her ; but [the Lady Perina's, if that (he may pollute and 


ſtain his own bed with his blood, and not hers; bur eſpecially, becauſe-ſhe may have the fter 
means to ſtab and murther him : and hereon they conclade. To which end , not onely the 
night, but the hour is appointed betwixt them ; which being come, and Caſtelnovoin bed,burn= 
ing with impatience anddefire for her arrival, he thinking onnothing but his beaſily pleaſures, 
nor ſhe, but on her cruel malice and revenge : ſhe ſoftly enters his chamber, bur not in her night, 
but her day atcire, having a P3ſa Ponyard cloſe in ber {l:eve 3 when having bolted his chamber 
door, becauſe none ſhould divert her from this her bloody defign; ſhe approaching his bed, 
nd he litfcing himſelf up purpoſely ro welcom and kiſs her , ſhe ſeeing his breſt open and 
taked, like an incenſed Fury , draws out her Ponyard, and uttering theſe words : Thor 
wretched Whore-maſter and Murtherer , this life of mitie 0wn honour , and the death of my 
tear Knight and busband, thy ſon. And fo ſtabbing him arc the heart with many blows ſhe 
ils him ſtark dead , and leaves him recking in his hot blood , without giving him time to 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak a word; only he fetchr a ſcreck and a groan or two, as his ſoul took her laſt farewel of 
his body, Which being over-heard of the ſervants of the houſe, they aſcend his chambergand 
indeour inhumane Periz iffaing forth, all gorcd with the effuſion of his blood, having the 
Fooes Ponyard, which was the fatal Inftrument of this cruel Marther in her hand. They F 
- artamaz:d at this bloody and mournful ſpeRacle : ſo they ſcize on her, and the report hereof 
-* Aying thorow the City, the Criminal Judges that night cauſe her to be impriſoned 
* for the Fatt, which ſhe is reſolved no way to deny, but to acknowledge, as rather glorying than 
gricving thereat, 
Ferantha, at the very firſt underſtanding hereof, vehemently ſuſpeCts that her two poyſoning 
Murthers will now come to light ; and fo, as great as her belly is, ſhe, to provide for her ſafety, 
very ſecretly ſteals away to a dear friends houle of hers in the City, which now from all parts 
ratleth and reſoundeth of this cruel and unnatural Murther 3 yea, it lixewiſe paſſcth the Alps, 
and is ſpeedily: bruited and known in Saint Fohn de Mauriene, where although her father Ar- 
Wo wetherctofore affeft her, yet he now exceedingly grieves at this her bloody at- 
went danger : bur her irregular affted&tion, and inhumane revenge , will not as 
1 Wctence to inform and ſhew her the hainouſneſs of her cruel and bloody faQt, 
be n Ir merciful to he 
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tbe toher and her ſoul. 

vodays after ſhe is arraigned for the fame, where ſhe freely confeſſerh it, having no» 
pe for her excuſe, but that ſhe perfe&tly knew, that her Father in Law Caſtelnovo 

Stamper Ferantha had art lcaſt poiſoned the Knight her husband, it nor likewiſe the 

. Lady Fideliz his mother the which although they had ſome reaſon and ground to ſuſpeft, be- 
cauſe of Ferantha's ſudden flight, yet fith this could no way diminiſh, or extenuate her mur- 
ther of her Father in Law, they condemn our unfortunate Lady Perina to be hanged,and fo re- 
ſend her to priſon, to prepare her ſelf to dic. But the advice of ſome, and the Friendſhip and 
compaſſion of others, as pictying her youth and beauty, and commending her chaftity and af- 
fe&tion to her Knight and Husband, counſel and perſwade her to appeal from the Sentence of 
the Court of Nice, to the Senate of Chambery (which is the Soveraign and Capital of Savy) 
whither we ſhall ſhortly ſce her conduRcd and brought, 

In which mcan time let us obſerve the wonderful Juftice and Providence of God fhewed like- 
wiſe upon this execrable Waiting-gentlewoman Ferantha, for ſo cruclly poyſoning the Lady 
Fideliz, and the Knight Caftelnovo her Son : who, although ſearch were every where made 
for her, yet ſhe having huſht her ſelf up privately, albeit her bloody thoughts and guilty con» 
ſcience, for the ſame continually torture and torment her, yet ſhe is ſo impious and graccleſs, as 
ſhe no way fears i>dtngrr of the Law , and much leſs the ſevere tempelt of Gods indignati« 

, on and revenge, which now notwithſtanding in the midf of her ſecurity will, according to 
hcr bloody deſerts and crimes, ſuddenly ſurpriſe and overtake her : for now this accident of 
her Lord Caftelnovo's Murther, and of the Lady Perina's impriſonment, or to ſpeak more pros. 

rly and truly, of Gods ſacred decree and divine Judgement , throws her into the ſharp and 

itter pains of travel for childe ; with whoſe heart-killing gripes and convulſions, ſhe is fo mi- 

ſcrably tortured and tormented, as ſhe her felf, her Mid-wife, and all the women ncer her, 

judge and think it impoffible for her to eſcape death : when ſeeing no hope of life, and that 
alrcady her pangs and torments had made her but az it were the very image and anatomy. of 
death, (ſhe begins tolook from fin to repentance, from Earth to Heaven, and from Satan 
to God; and ſotaking on and afſuming a Chriftian reſolution, ſhe will not charge her ſoul 
with concealing of this fingle Adultery, much leſs of her double Murthers 3 but very peni- 
tently confefſſerh all, as well ity as them; and ſo commits her {elf to the unparalleld and mer- 
cileſs mercics of her pains and torments, hoping they will ſpeedily ſend her from this world 
to a better. But her Adultery and Murthers arc ſuch odious and execrable crimes in Gods fight, 
as he will free her from theſe dangers of Child-birth, and becauſe worthy, will reſerve her for 

a ſhameful and infamousdeath. So ſhe is ſafcly delivered of a young ſon, who is more fair 

than happy, asbeingthe off-ſpring of laſcivious Parents, and the iffue of an adulterous bed; 

and by Gods providence and her own confeſſion, ſhe, for theſe her beaftly and bloody crimes is 
the ſecond day committed topriſon, and the third hang'd and burnt in Nice, and her aſhcy 
thrown into the air. A jufſtreward and puniſhment for ſo hellifh and inhumane a Gentle- 
woman ; who though otherwiſe ſhee ſhewed many Teſtimonics and Signs of Repent- 
ance at, hercnd, yet her crimes were ſo foul and odious to the World, as at her death ſhe was 


fo one, as ſhe found not one ſpeQator, cither to weep for her, or to lament, or condale 
with her. 


And now to ſhut up this Hiſtory, let us carry our curiofitics and expe&tations from Mig | 
| Chambery 
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* Murthering her Father-in-Jaw Caftel1ovo, and ſo inftcad of hanging , adjudge her there to bevy 


ſhambery , and from dead Ferentha to our living Periz where thar grave and aſirion Se= 
= ; =x conſideration of her famous chaftity , and fingular affcQion to the Knight her haſ- 


band , as alſo her noble parentage and tender years, they moderate. the ſentence of Nice ; for 


her righthand cut off , and her (elf ro perpetual impriſopment in Nice 3 where Gods ſat 
Jaftice for this her bloody Murther, and the remembrance of her dead husband, and living ſor- 
rows, ſo ſharply torment and affli& her, as ſhe living not long in priſon, but exceeding] 
pincd away of a languiſhing conſumption ; and ſo very ſorrowfully and repentantly en 
her dayes, being exceedingly lamented of her kinsfolks, and pittyed of all her acquaintance 3 
and, had not her affc&ion been blinded , and her nba revenge too much triamphed g'c 
her thoughts and reſolutions, ſhe had Itved as happy, as ſhe died miſerable; and haveftrved for - 
as great a grace and ornament to her Country, as Feranthe arid old Caftelnovo her-Father-in> 
law were a ſcandal and ſhame. 


Thus we fee how Gods revenging juftice ſtill meets with Murther. O that we ringer this 


Hiftory with fear, and profic thereby in refarmation ,.that dying to fin , and living tb righte» 
ouſneſs, we may peaccably dyc in this world , and gloriouſly live and raign in thatto come, 
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Paulina in mariage , but ſhe loves Sturio , and not himſelf : He prayes ber Brather ff 

» Slat bi dev friend, 1s follcie bor for hm, which be dtb bu cewtarevei'; whermpen {fv 
| Bertolini lets fall ſome diſgracefull ſpeechts, beth againſt ber honour , and bis reputation ; for MI - c 


; ' which Brellati challengeth the field of bim, where Bertolini kills bim , and he flies for the ſame; a 
"> Sturio ſeeks to marry her, . but bis F ather-will nor conſent therennto, and ſo CONVEY Es him away ſe- Fl 
% cretly 3 for which two diſaſters, Paulina dyes for ſorrow. Sturio f1ds opt Bertolini, a#d ſexds him } a 
a Challenge, and baving him at his mercy pEiver himbis life at bis requeſt : be afterwards very 'f 
treacherouſly ls Sturio with @ Petronel in Street from « Window : be is taken for this ſecond 

Murther, bis two hands cut off, then bebeaded , aud bts body thrown into the River. | 


Fo I our be requiſite in a Gentleman ( and one of his molt cfi-ntial virtues and} ir 
Ly ) yer 6h Charity is the mo mark and charaftcrot a Chriſtian, we } Þ: 
Touts nck raſhly reſolve to hazard the lofſe of our lives for the preſervation of the mecr title, _ th 
and vain point of our hanour , but rather religiouſly endeavour to ſave our fouls in that of: he 
our own lives, as alſo thoſe of our Chriſtian brethren 3 for in duels and fingle combats 7 
( which though the heat of youth and revenge ſeem co allow,yct,reaſon will not, and Religion ' k: 
cannot ) did we onel hazard our bodics, and not our ſouls, then our warrant to ht, were int. wr 
earth as juſt, as now the hazarding of.our ſouls and bodies is odious and diftaftcfull co heaven, * pr 
fith in ſeeking to deface man the creature , we affuredly attewpt to ſtrike and ftab at the Majeſty | 


the Creator : but if there be any colour or ſhadow of honour to kill our adverſary for} MN: 
pe of the vain point of our hononr, what an ignoble ingratitude and datnnable Lo 
| inopt picty is it, for a Gentleman likewiſe treacherouſly to kill another of whom he hath "— 


&- 
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- riſh:d with the time ; ſo as they increating in years, they likewiſe did in aff. &ion, as if the 


J ina word, life to death 3 as obſerve the ſequellof this Hiſtory , and it will bricfly inform ye 
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Sturio , and Paulina. LT Ge 
ly received his life? yca as Grace fights againſt this former ſort of tighting ,- ſo both Grace 
and Nature impugn and detelt this ſecond ſort of Murther : A wofull and mournfull -prefident 
whereof, I here preſent in the perſon of a baſe and wretched Gentleman , whoſe irregular af 
{tion to a Lady, firſt ſlew her brother in the Field 3 and cxccrable revengero her lover ; nex#:* 
drew him ercacherouſly to Murther him in the fireer 3 and conſ{quently., to his own condign 
puniſhment , and-ſhamctull death for the ſame, May all ſach bloody Murtherers till meet-with 


ſach Ends, and may his miſcrable and infamous death premoniſh all other Gentlemen , to live 
and become more charitable, and leſs bloudy by his cxample. 
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Thc friendſhip and familiarity betwixt Seignior Fobn Battiſta Bertolini, and Seignior Leonards 
Brellati , two noblc young Gentlemen , native and refident of the City of Rome, was (* with- 
out intermfhon) ſo intire and intimate, for the ſpace of fix whole years , which led them 
from their years of tourteen to twenty, as it ſeemed they had but one heart in. two bodies, 'and 
that it was impoſlible for cither of them to be truly mercy, if the other were abſent: and furgly, 
many were the reaſons which laid the fonndation of this fricnd{hip; for as rhey were<quall in 
y;Aars ſo their ftatures and complexions reſembled, and their humors and inclinations forppas 

ized : lizewiſe they were ancient Schook-fellows , and ncar Neighbours; for their" arent 
both dwelt betwixt the Palaces of the two Cardinals, Farzeſi and Capenius z if there were 
any diſparity in their digniri-" and worths, jt conſifted only in this , "Bertolini's Parents were 
richer than, Brellat;'s » b* © Brellati was more N9bly deſcended than Be tolini ; which' notwith« 
ftanding could no way impcack or hinder the progreſs of their friend{hip, but rather ir floy- 


were ambitions of nothing ſo much in this world, as not only to imitate , bur to lurpaſs the 
fricndſhip of Oreftes and P:{ader, and of Damon and Pithiasz whereof, all who knew them atid 
their Parents, yea all that part and d'vifion of Rome , took deep and fingular notice ; but to_ 
ſhew that they were men , and not Angels, and conſequently ſubjc& to frailty, not inherene to 
perfection , that Earth was not Heaven , nor Rome the ſhaddow thereof ; have we bur alittle 
ience , weſhall ſhortly ſee, the-thred of this fricnd(hip cut off, the props and fortifications 
pocof razed, battered and laid levell with the graund ; yea, we ſhall fee time, change with 
time, fricod(hip turned into enmity, fellows to foes, love to loathing ,- courtifie to cruelty; and 


Bertolini ſees that Brellati harh a fair and delicate Sifter y named Dona : Paulina , ſomewhat 
younger than himſclt, and yet not fo young, burthat'the clock of her age hath ftracken 
cightcen 3 and therefore proclaimed her at leaft capable\ ifnotdeſirous of marriage ;. and'al- 
though he be a novice in the Art of love, yet Nature hath madehim ſo good a Schiollar in the 
principles and rudiments thereof , as he fees her fair , and therefore muſt love her ; rich in the 
cxcllency and dclicacie of beauty, and therefore is reſolute to love her, and only her ; for gaz« 
ing on the influence and ſplendour of her pzircing cycs , he cannot behold them withoue 
wonder, and then prying and contemplating on the roſcat and lillie tinfturc of her cheeks, he 
. cannot {ce theſe without admiration , nor refrain from admiring them withour affe&ion ; bur 
again , remarking the {l:nderneſs of her body , and the ſweetneſs of her vertues , arid ſeeing her 
as gracious as fair , and that her inward perfcCtions added as much luſtre to her cxteriour bcanty 
as this refle&ed ornament and decoration to thoſe, he as young as he was , vowes himfelt het 
ſervant , and withall ſwore , that cither ſhe , or his grav: , muſt be his wife: and Miſtreſs. © * 
Bertolini thus ſurprized and nettled-with the beauty of bis: dearly ſweet , and ſweetly fair 
. Paulina, he is inforced tonegle&ta great part of his accompanying the Brother,” thereby''to 
court the Siſter ; ſo he many times purpoſely forſakes Bre!lati to follow Paulina , and delights 
innothing fo much as in her prefence and ( in that regard ) in his abſence, not that it was 
poſlible, in his conceit and imagination, for him any way to hate him, in loving her 3 rather, 
that in generall cearms he mult love Brellati for Paulina's ſake 5 and in particular, only 
her forhis own. Ad as his wealth and ambition made himconfident he ſhould obtain her for * 


rayerts and oaths. 
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His:wealch decziving him, he hath recourſe to her only brother , and his beſt and deareft 
friend B: e!lati , ro whom he rclatcs the profundity and fervencie of his. affc&ion to his Sifter 
Paulina, acquaints him wich his ſute, and her denyall; his atcempr, and her repulfe therein, 
and by the power and bonds of all their former friendſhip and familiarity, intreats and conjures 
himto become his Orator and Advocate towsrds her, in his bchalf ; whoſe ſmiks , he allcag- 
eth, arc his life, and frowns , his death. Brellati having his generoſity and judgment blinded 
with the reſpeCt of Bertolini his wealth, as alſo of the affeQtion he bore him , all other contide- 
rations laid apart , like a better friend to him, than a Brother to his Siſter Paulina, promiſerh 
him his beſt furtherance and afliſtance in the proceſs of this his aff:Qion ; and ſo with his true 
Oratoric, be Eloquence, and ſweeteſt Perſwafton, begins to deal cffcQtually with her herein: 
but as our hopes are ſubjc& and incident to deceive us, ſo Bertolin; and Brellat: eome farr roo 
ſhort of theirs; for Paulina in abſolute and down-right tearms, praycs her Brother to inform 
and reſolve Bertolin;, that ſhe had otherwayes ſetled and ingaged her affeQion; and therefore 
prayes him to ſeck another Miſtreſs , {ich ſhe hath found another Lover and Servant, with whom 
ſhe means to live and die. Her Brother (for his friends fake) is extreamly ſorrowtull hereat, 
andprayes his Siſter to name him her ſervant : ſhe binds him by Oath to ſecrefie. So he ſwear- 
ing, ſhe informs him it is Seignizr Paulus Sturio, a very anciens Noble-man of the City. He 
tels her, he is a Gentleman morenoble than rich, and ſhe replies, that Bertolini is more rich 
than noble , and therefore ſhe will retufe him, and marry Sturio. He is obſtinate in his requeſs, 
as ſhe reſolute in her denial). So having performed the partof a friend for his friend, and com- 
mending the nobility and vertucs of Sturzo, as much as he piticd the weakneſs of his cſtate and 
wealch, he leaves his Siſterto her aff<Aion and defignes, and fo with an unwilling willingneſs 
(without any extenuation delivers his friend Bertolini her definitive anſwer 3 yet performes his 
promiſ: to his Siſter, in concealing Sturao his name. 

Bertolini is all in fire and choler at thisnews , and begins no longer to look on his friend 
Brellati with the cyes of aft:Aion, but of contempt and indignation 3 and ſo conſulting with 
his paſſion, not with his judgement; with rage, and not with reaſon ; as immoderate anger 
ſcldome looks right , commonly ſquint-eyed; he in the heat of his wrath , and height off his 
revenge, very much negleCts and {lights him , yea and moſt uncivilly and abruptly departs from 
him, asifhe were no longer worthy of che bare complement of farewell. Which Brellati 
well obſcrves, and in obſcrving, remembers, and in remembring,, grieves at, ſith Bertolini 


was his moſt intimate and deareſt friend ; and in whoſe behalf, did occafion preſent, he was + 


ready, not only to ſacrifice his beſt ſervice , but his beft life. Lo here the firſt breach and vio- 
lation, which Bertol:n: gives to their friendſhip ; but the ſecond is not farr bczhind : For in the 
next company he meets, which was ſome two dayes after, walking in Cardira't Farxeſi his 
Galleries, in preſence of ſome four or five Gentlemen, both of his and of Brel/at!'s acquain= 
tance , he forgot himſelf ſo much , ks ſome demanding for his Conſort Brellati, he cholerickl 

replyed, that he was abaſe and beggerly Gentleman 3 and therefore henceforth diſdained hig 
company ,tand that his Sifter Paulina was a laſcivious and difſembling Strumpe', But alrhough 
che fire of his choler had fooliſhly banded forth theſe ſpeeches in the Air; yet they fell not to 
the ground ; but ſome of the company then preſent , that very night report them to Brellati, It 
is impoſlible for my pen to relate how paſlionatly and tenderly he takes it ; yea his :fiiQtion 
and grief herein is farr the more redoubled, in that (contrary to his defires and wiſhes ) he is 
aſſured his Siſter Paulina is likewiſe acquainted with the vanity and injuſtice of theſe ſpeeches: 
the conccit and remembrance whereof make her inrapged and ſorrowtull eyes powr forth many 
Rivolets and Rivers of tears, upon the Roſes and Lillies of her b:auty. Bur as ſhe is too im=- 
patient to relliſh this ſcandalous affront and diſparagement ; ſo her Brother Brelleti is too ge- 
ncrous and noble to digeſt itz whereof burning ro know the truth. and reſolving, it he fonud it 
true, ſharply to revenge it on Bertolini, he paſſcth away the gene in reſtleſs and diſtra&ted 
flumbers z And fo the very next morn taking his Sword and Lackey with him, bc goes to Ber- 
rolant bis Fathers houſe , and mecting firſt withhim, demands of him for his Son $Se:gnior Fok# 


, Battiſta Bertolixi, His Father informs himzhe is the Garden very ſolitarily walking , and prayes 


Brellati to go to hims 3 who needing not many requeſts , entreth, and with his hat in his hand 
- approacheth him. Bertolin: doth the like, and meets him half way 5 when he being pale for 
anger, and Bertolixi bluſhing for ſhame , he praycs him co cxempt the Garden of his Servants, 


becauſe he hath ſomething to reveal and impart him in ſecret, which needeth-no wit- _ 
nefſes 3 when Bertolini commanding his Servants to depart , Brellati chargeth him with 


theſe diſgracefull Speeches, vomited forth two dayes fince, againſt his honour; 


as 


ws, UW tu wc. 


Hiſt X. | Sturio and Paulina, 


az alſo that of his onely dear Siſter Paulina, in Cardinal Farneſj his Palace , in preſence of - —_ 


nior Aleſlendro Forteni, Scignior Rhanutio Plavinio, and Scignior Antonio Vokomari (w 
words we hauc formerly underſtood.) 

B-rtolini is no way diſmayed or daunted hereat , cither in courage or compſcxions and fo 
lofing his honour in his indiſcretion, or rather burying his diſcretion in his diſhonour , hee, 
with fire in his looks, and thunder in his ſpeeches, tels Brellati, that he confefſ=ch theſe fi peechey 
his 3 adding withall , that what his tongue hath afficmcd , his word ſhall be ready to make 
good and juſtifi: z whereon they cover : When Brellati demanding of him if this were his laſt 
reſolution, he told him yea. Then ( quoth he ) | pray expe& mine ſhortly : and ſo without 

iving each other the good morrow , they Jarey Brellati ſtill leaving Bertolini in his Fathers 
\c Hier His Siſter Parliza having notice of her Brothers y pee. with Bertol;ni, very curi« 
ouſly and carefully awaits his recarn ; when ruſhing into his chamber, ſhe, with tears, an 
demands him of the iſſue of his conference with Bertolixi , and whether he were ſo ith C 
to deliver theſe diſhonourable and baſe ſpeeches both of her ſelf and him. Bat her Brother, 
like a truc noble Roman , is too generous and brave to acquaint her with his deſign and reſolu- 
tion 3 and ſo in general terms, prayes her not to afflift her ſelf at theſe ſpeeches , and that this 
difference will be very ſhorely decided and ended , to her honour, and his own content. Bro« 
ther (quoth ſh:) if you will not right mine honour, and vindicate the unſpottcd purity of my 
reputation, I am ſure that my true Lover Scignior Paulus Stario will , though with the-hazar d 
and lofl: of his own life, had he bat the leaft notice th:reof. He ſhall not need, Siſter, q oth heg 
for a day or two will reconcile and finiſh this bufincefſe : and fo for that time he leaves his Sifter 
Paulina, and ſhurs himſclf upin his chamber, where , not long able to contain himſelf againſt 
the inſolencie and baſene(s of Bertolini, he calls for pen and paper, and more reſpe&ing his hos 
nour than his lite, writes him this challenge z the which immecdiately after dinner he ſends him, 
by Scignior Valerio, a confident Gentleman his follower, | 


BRELLATI coBERTOLINL 


Hy ſcandalons reports, like thy ſelf, are ſobaſe, and T and my Sifter ſo honourably deſcended 

and bred, as I doubt not, but the diſgrace and diſparagement, which thou baſt unjuſt ly offered 
Sy will as juſtly retort and fall on thy ſelf. «And to the end thou mayſt find , that my Sword is 
purpoſely reſerved to corre and chaſtiſe thy tongue, as thou art a Roman, and a Gentleman, meet 
me ſingle to morrow at five in the morn , without Port Populi , in the next field behinde Cardinal 
Borromeo's Palace ; and there I will give thee the choice of two good Rapiers and Ponyards , and 
gladly accept of the refuſal, to draw reaſon of thee for thoſe wrongs wherewith thou haſt injuriouſly 
«1nd malicioufly traduced us: and towrite thee the truth, as I defire, ſoI can receive no other ſatis« 
fa&ion but this, whereunto thy malice invites, and my honour obligeth me. 


BRELLATL 


Palerio performs his part well , and fairly working and ſcrewing himſelf into Bertolinis 
reſence , very ſecretly delivers him his Maſters challenge; Bertolini not ignorant , but con« 
eturing what it mcans, breaks off the Scals, and at the perufal thereof, though his cauſe be - 

unjuſt and diſhonourabley; yer in his countenance and ſpeeches, he ſh:wsmuch conftancy, for« 
ticude , and reſolution 3 when conſidering they were to fight fingle, and that therefore F «+ 
lerio could be no ſecond , he deeming his Mafter had concealed this ſecret buſineſs from 
him , contents himſclfe to give him onely this anſwer 3 Tell your Maſter Scignior Brellati 
from me, that I will not fail co mecx him according to his defire and appointment. And 
ſo Valerio takes his leave and departs 3 when finding out his Mafter , he reports him Berto- 
lini*s anſwer : whercat he is ſo farre from being any way appald or daunted , as hc infinitely 
rejoyceth thercat. In the mean time he is curious in preparing two fingular good Rapiers 
and Ponyards of <qual length, hilts, and temper. And thus wich mtich inipaticnt pati- 
ence ( as Revenge 18 an enemy tofſlzep) they not out-ſleep, but onr-watch che night. So 
the morn and day ftcaling and breaking into their windows , they arc no ſooner ant of their 
beds, but into the ficld 3 their Chirurgions awaiting their arrivals by the Pyramides, in the 


} Place of Port Populi, by which of neceflicy they were to paſs3 when , eying up their horſes to! 


the hedges, like re(oluce Gentlemen, they throw off their doublets, commanding thelis --- 


Chicurgions not co ſtir from their ſtations, when, diſdaining words, they both draw, ahd fall to: -.. 2 


thus ; 
M 3 
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Brellat: preſenterh che tirtt chruſt, and Bertolizti gives him the firſt wound in his lete ſhoulder; 
whereat he is inflamed , and fo returns Bertolini the intereſt of a moſt dangerous one, on his 
right ſide, but it roucht neither hisbowels nor quayfe. They try apain ; fo Breilnt4 again 
wounds Bertolini in his left hand , when his Rapicr cunning thorow his Sinews and Arteries " 
he is no longzr able co hold his Ponyard ; bur deſpight his reſolution and courage, ir falls our 
of his hand 3 which unlooke for diſaſter doth much perplex and afflift him, But Brellati is 
too generous and noble , to blemiſh or taint his honour, by taking any advantage of this his 
adverſaries misfortune : and (o to clear his doubts and ſcruples, very valiantly and bravcly 
throws away his own Ponyard to the hedge 5 that they might be as equal in weapons as courage, 
But Bertolini will baſcly requite this courtefic, They retire and take breath; and ſo traverſing 
cir grounds , thereby to take the benefit of the Sun, they again joyn 3 at the firlt cloſe of 
this ſecond meeting , Brellati runs Bertolini into the right flank , when withdrawing his Ra- 
ier , and leaping back to put himſelf upon his deferfive guard and poſture, his foor (lipping , 
e could not prevent falling to the ground z when Bertolini following him cloſe, and being 
eager in his purſate, and blood-thirſty in his revenge , he forgetting Brellats former courte- 
ſic, and working _=_ the fortune of his misfortune, right then and there naylcd him to the 
ound , and ſo redoubling his chcuft, atted a perperual divorce betwixt his body and ſoul : 
when Brellatis Chirurgion ſh:dding tears on his dead Maitcr, and beginning to take order for 
his decent conveyance into the City , Bertolinz takes up his Chirurgian behind him , and ſowith 
all poſſible ſpeed and celerity ( the better to avoyd the danger of the Law) polts o'r the ficlds, 
and comes into Mount Cavalls Gatc , and huſheth himfſclf up privately in a friends houſe of his 
ncar his fathers. 

All Rowe begins to eccho forth and eeſound this Murther , and far the more, becauſe Bey- 
tolinz and Brellati were (ſo dcar and intimate friends 3 but as good news comes alwaies lame, and 
bad rides poſt, fo within one hour of Brellati's Murther , the news thereof is brought firſt to 
his Father, then to his Sifter Paulina z whereat he grieves, and ſhe ftorms ; he ſorroweth , and 
ſhe weeps and Iaments 3 and ina word , the Father would, but cannot, and the Daughter can, 
but will not be comforted, at this fad and mournfull Tragedy. Neither muſt we forget, but 
remember Scignior Paulus Sturio, who loving Pauline a thouſand times dearer than his own 
life, is no ſooner acquainted bur afflifted with this news of Bre/lati his death, as being his 
dear friend, and which is more, the onely Brother of his deareſt and only Miſtris , Pauline ; 
ſo as Lovers and fricnds being beſt known, and diſcerned in calamitics and afflitions , he re- 
pairs toher, condoles with her , and uſech his chicfcft art and zcal , not only to participate,buc 
wholly to deprive her of her ſorrows ; yea, to prove himſelf a conftant triend and a faichfull 
lover to her, he profercth her not onely his ſervice , but his life, as well coright her honour , 
as to revenge her Brothers death on Bertolinz : but this aff. tion and perſwaſton of Sturio is not 
capable to wipe off, or exhale his Lady Paulina*s tears, 

Bur again to Bertolini , who is ſo far from contrition and repentance of this his bloody 
fat, as like a prophanc miſcreant, and debauſhc and diffolute Gentleman , he triumphs and 
glories therein 3 -yea , his impudency is become ſo ignorant , and his ignorance ſo fortiſh, as 
he began tocnter into a reſolution again to court and ſeck Paulina for his Wife , without rc- 
ſpcAing or regarding cither the publike danger of the Liw, or that of Paulina's private re- 
venge3 for ſurc her Brothers death had thrown her ints ſuch violenc pifſions of gricf, and cx- 
tremities of ſorrow , as if his folly had made her ſo happy, doubilc{s her revenge would have 
made him more miſerable z but God had taught her rage more reaſon , and her malice and 
cruclty not ſo much impiety ; yea, it pleaſed his Divine Majcfty not ſo ſoon to call him toan 
account, and puniſh him for this his bloody fa& ; bur reſerving him for a future ſhame and pu- 
niſhment , being afrighted with a tumultuous rumour and alarum of a general ſcarch to be 
made that night for his apprehenſion, he very ſubtilly, in a Capuchins habit, paſſ:th Saint Fob 
de Laterans Gate, and there having Poſt-horſes laid for him, be as ſwift as the wind gallops a- 
way for Naples, and imbarking himſelf for $:cilie, pafſeth the Pharre of Mina, lands at that 
City, and fo rides up to Palermo, where he thinks himſelf ſafe. F 

| But having not made his peace with God, where ever he flye, God will in duetime find him 
out, when he lcaft dreams thereof. But although rhe power and influence of time be ſo predo- 
minate to deface the ations and accidents of time , yet Paulina can give no truce to her tears z 
nor will ſhe adminiftcr any conſolation to her ſorrows for her brothers death + And if evernow 
it is that Sturio reſembling himſelf, begins to make her ſorrows his ; for having dceply rooted 
and ſettled his aff:Qion on Paxlina, and naturally ingraven her beauty and pifure in the ho | 
centre ofthis heart and thoaghts, he begins to make his private aff-&ion to her publike, and fo 
| havingalready won her heart from her ſelf , he now cndeavourcth to win her from her fricads s 
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ty King, and domincered as Emperour at Rome in his abſence ) and gives him to the keeping 
and guard of Scignior Alphonſus Driſſa, Captain of that Iland, with requeſt and charge not to 
permit him to return , for the main, tor che term of one whole year, withour his expreſs order 
to the contrary. | ys 
It is for none but for Lovers to. judge , how tenderly Sturio and his ſweet Lady Pauline 
gricve at the news of this their ſudden and.unexp<Acd ſeparation : yea, their fighs and teary 
are (o infinite for this their diſaftcr, as all the words of che world are not capable to expreſſe 
them, As for Pauline , ſh: had ſo long and fo bitrerly wept for her brothers death , as it was 
a meer cruelty of ſorrow , to inforce her to play any further part in ſorrow, for the departure 
and captivity of her Lover Sturio : but her affliftions falling in, cach on the neck of other 
( in imicationof the waves of the Sca, occafioned by the breath and blaſt of Boreas ) threaten 
her not onely with preſent fickneſs, but with approaching death. Again, ſh: underſtands of 
Bertolin!'s ſafety and proſperity in Cic:lia, where he triumphs in his viEory , for killing her 
Brother Brellatiz and like a baſe Gentleman, continually ereAs his Trophcs of detration up- 
on the ruins and tomb of her honour : and theſe conliderations (like reſerved affl:&ions ) 
again newly afflict and torment her ; ſo as having loft gy age and her joy , her Brother and 
her Lover , Brellati and Sturio, ſhe begins to be extreme fick, weak , and faint ; yea, the Raſes 
of her cheeks arctransformed to Lillies;z the relucent luſtre of her cycs, to dimneſy and ob- 
ſcurityz and to uſc buta word, not onely her heart, but her tongue begins to fail, and to ftrike 
fail to immoderate ſorrow and diſconſolation. Her parents and friends grieve hereat ,, and 
farce the more, in refpett they know not how to remedy it : and for her ſelf, if ſhe enjoy any 
comfort in this life, it is onely in hope that ſh: ſhall ſhortly leave ic, to enjoy that of a becter. 
Thus whiles ſorrow, vexation and Edenefle make haſte to ſpin 'out the thred and web of her 
life , if hergriefs arc cxtreme and inſupportable in Rowe, no leffo arc thoſe of her Lover Stu« 
rio in Caprea;z for it frets him te the heartand gall , ro ſee how his Father hath bercaved and 
betrayed him of his Miſtris Paulina's preſence, the onely content and felicity which this 
life or carth could afford him ; a hoad times he wiſh:th himſelf with her, and as often 
kiſſcth her remembrance and Idca ; and then, as their affe&ions , fo their malice concurrin 
and ſympathizing, he again wiſh=th that he may be ſo happy to fight with Bertolini for the dif- 
grace of his Lady Paulina, and ſh:c for the death of her Brother Brellati y and in that aff:&i- 
on and thir revenge, he with mach affliftion andno comfort, paſi:th away many bitter daics 
and torments, in the miſery of chis his inforced exile and baniſhment : and although his cy- 
riofity , and affc&ion , or ſubtilty could never crown him with the happineſs or Mlicity to 
free himſclf of his guards and captivity , and fo to ſteal away from that Iand in ſome Foift 
or Galley for the main; yer underſtanding that two dayes after there was one bound for the 
Port of Civita Vetcha, hc, to teftific his aff:Aion, conftancy , and torments to his dear and fair 
Pauline , takes occaſion to write her a Letter to Rowe, the which , that it mighe come the 


Tafcr to her own hands, he incloſeth in anorher , to an intimate dear friend of his. The tc- 
nour of his Letter was thus, 


STURIO 


-- Gods Revenge, againfl e-Murther. Book II. 


STURIQ to PAULINA, 


Know not whether I more grieve at my abſence from thee,than at the manner thereof z yet ſure 1 amy 
| bs both conjoyn'd, make me in this Iland of Caprea, feel the torments, 20t of @ feigned Pur« 
. gatory but of a true Hell, It was my purpoſe to condole with thee for the untimely death of thy Bro- 
ther 3 it is now not onely my reſolution, but my pradtice , tomourn with my ſelf for thy banithment , 
or rather with thee for mine y aud when my ſorrows have mit necd of conſolation , then again that 
conſolation findes muſt cauſe of ſorrow; for thinking of Bertolini, we thinks I ſee thy falſe diſpe- 
ragement on bis malicious tongue , and thy Brother Brellati b# true death on his bloody Sword 5; and 
yer have neither the honour or happineſſe to revenge either 5 and, which is worſe, not be permitted to 
know where he is that 1 may revenge them. But 1 wiſh T were onely incident and obliged to ſup 
port this affliion , conditienally thou wert exempt thereof , or that I might know the lmirs and Pe 
riod of our abſence , thereby 10 bope for au end and remedy thereof, which now I can find n0 motives 
to know, nor cauſe to bope, O that T bave often envyed Leanders bappineſſe! And if Love could 
make any impoſſibilities poſſible, the Mediterranean Sea ſhould long ſince have been my Helleſpont , 
my Body my Bark , my Arms my Oars, to have wafted me from my Abidos to thy Seftos , from my 
Caprca, to thy Rome, to thee ſweet Paulinag my onely fair and dear Hcro. And although the 
conſt ancy and fervency of my love to thee, ſuggeſt me Many Inventions to eſcape the miſery of 
exile, yet the Argus eyes of my Fathers malice, in that of my going. rae » Cannot be inchan- 
ted or lulled aſleep with the melody of ſo unfortunate a Mercury as my ſelf : but time ſhall ſhortly a& 
and finiſh what impatience cannot 3. till when , dear and ſweet Paulina retain me in thy thoughts, as 
I doe thee in heart and memory ; and doubt not but a few weeks will make us as bappy, as we are now 
miſer able. 


STURIO. 


Pavline, in the middeft of her ſorrows and ficknefſe, receives this Letter from her bf and 
deareſt friend $twrio , and al:hough ſhe rejoice to hear of his health and welfare in Caprez , 
yet ſh: ixmore glad , that the extremity of her ficxneſs and weakneſs inform her, ſhe ſhall 
ſhortly dye in Rome : for vanquiſhed with afflitions, and overcome with variety of gricf and 
diſcontents, ſhe in conceit already hath left this world , and is by this time half way in her 

reſs and pilgrimage towards Heaven , yet in love toher dear Stxrio , who wrote her this 
Find Letter, he will not be ſo unkind, but will kiflc it for Ws ſake rhar ſent it her ; and Per= 
adventureit ſh: had been ſo happy, taat he mighc have been the brarer and deliverer thereof 
himſelf, or thathe had born and delivered himſelf to her inſt:ad of his Letter, he might then 
have given ſome comfort to her ſorrows , and ſome conſolation to her diſcontents and affliti- 
ons, whereas now ſccing him cxiled and mewed up in Caprea, without any apparence of re- 
turn , ſhe ſees ſhe hath more reaſon to flye to her old deſpair, than to any new hope; and 
ſo wiſhcth the defired hour were at laft come , wherein ſhe might give her Jaft farewcll to this 
world : but again peruſing and over-reading his Letter , ſhe findes it full fraught with love 
and affc&ion towards her and therefore diſdaining to prove ingratcfull to any, eſpecially to 
Sturio, who is ſo kind and courteous to her, calls for pen and paper, and by his own convey= 
ance returns him chis Anſwer. 


PAULINA to ST URIO. 


Cannot rightly define whether the receipt of thy Letter made me more glad, or the contents ſorrow = 
I fall: for as I infinitely rejoyced io underfiand thon wert living , {; 1 extremely grieved to bear 
e way no certainty of thy releaſement and return. Whether or #0 Gaprea be thy Purgatory , T 
 &fyow not, but ſureT am, Romeis my Hell, fthT cannot be there with tbee , nor thay bere with 
” » mez andas I lamented with ſighs I oonld not dye with my brother , ſo I griete witbteares , that T 


LL 


a cannot live wth thee. But why write I of living, when his mournful Tragedy , and thy diſaſterons 
© Exile bath made me more ready to dye than live , or rather not fit to live , but dye ? For, deſpairing 


thy return, bow can I bope for comfort , ſith it onely lived in thy preſence, as my heart and joy 
x $4 Aries As for Bcrtolini's folly to me, and crime to my Brother , if th Sword puniſh bim 
mts Goils juft revenge will, and wiſhing this as a woman, as a Chriſtian 1 pardon and forgive 
| | him 5 


Hiſt X. Stario and Panling, a8 


him 3 and ſo I pray doe thou for my ſake, if thou wilt not that of my dead Brothers, Could prayers 
or wiſhes have effeel thy return t9 me , my tears had long ſince been thy Helleſpont and M direrra= 
nean Sea, and my figbs had filPd the Sails of thy deſires and reſolutions , to have paſſed Oltia , 
floared up Tiber, and landed at Rippa to me. But alaſt, alaſs ! here inremembring fcro's fe- 
licity and joy , T cannot forget my ſorrows and afflieiions z for as Leander lived in her arms, ſo I cam- 
not be ſo fortunate, either to live or dye in my Sturio'sz and if now, as a skilful Mercury , thou 
' couldit inveagle the eyes both of thy Fathers malice, and guardians jealouſie, yet that ha pineſs 
would come too late, and out of ſeaſon for me ; for before thou ſhalt have plotted thy flight an eſcape 
from Caprea toRome, I ſhhallhave ated and finiſhed mine from Rome ro Heaven, I would ſend 
thee more lines, but that my weak hand and feeble fingers have not the power, though the will, an 
longer to retain my pen, Heaven will make us happy, though Earth cannot; therefore my dear Scurio, 


let this be our laſt and beſt conſolation z as theſe joyes are temporary and tranſitory, ſo thoſe will be 
permanent and eternal, 


PAULINA. 


This Letter of Pauline to Sturio meets with a ſpeedy paſſage from Rome to Caprea, who 
recciving it, and thinking to have found her in her true and perfc& health, with much joy 
and aff-Ction breaks up the ſcals rhereot; when, contrary to his hope and cxpeRation, under= 
ſtanding of her facknefl: and approach to death , he tenderly and bitterly weeps at his own 
misfortune , in her diſcontent and diſatter 3 yea, he paſſionately and ſorrowtully bewayles his 
Fachers cruclcy , in thus baniſhing him from her l1ghc and preſence, from the contemplation 
of whoſe beauty , and from his innate afft:Cion to her , the Fates and D:ſtinies canno@baniſh 
him. Bur alaſs, unfortunate Stzris! che news of thy Paulina's ficknell: is but the Prologue to 
the inſuing ſorrows and afflictions that are ready to befall and ſurprife thee : for the news of 
her death ſhall ſhortly follow her Letter 3 and it that drew tcars from thine cycs, this ſhall 
drown thinz cyes in the Ocean of thy Tears : neither ſhall he ftay long to feel the miſcrable 
impetuofiry of this mourntuli: Storm, For ſcarce twenty daics are paſt, after the writing of 
her Letter to Sturio, bur Pauline languiſbing with grief, deſpair , ſorrow, and fickncſs, as 
a female Love-Martyr, takes h-r laft leave and farewel of this world in Rome 3 ic being not in 
the power or aff.ion of her parents, any longer to divert her from paying this her 7. due 
and tribute unto Nature, fith we all have our lives lent, not given us 3 and cherefore as we re- 
ccive, ſo muſt we repay them to our Creatour and Redeem-r, of whom we have firſt reccived 
them. 

Old Sturio is as glad in Rome for the d:ath of Paulina, as her Parents grieve thereat ; and 
now it. is that he intends to be as happy and joytull in his Sonnes preſence, as he hath formerly 
made himſclf ſorrowful in occafioning his abſeace : whereupon , with all expedition, he di- 
ſparcheth a Servant of his to Caprea, with a Letter, to fignific his Son thereof, and conſe- 
quently , to recall him. This news of Paulinz's death infi1icely affli&s and rorments our Stu- 
rio; forſhe: being the Queen of his aficCtions, and the ſoveraign Goddefle of his delights and 
d: fires , he r:ſcmblerth bimfclf, and fo like a truc Lover, as he is, a&t:th a wondertul mourn- 
fall part of ſorrow for her unwiſhzd and uncxp:&cd Dzach : he is no Ionger himfelf 3nay,fich 
was his living affe&ion to Paulinz , and ſuch is his immod-rate ſorrow for her death , as 'hee 
will not be himſelf, becauſe ſhe is gone , who was the greatcft and chicteſ part of himſelf.« But 
as wounds cannot be cured, c*c fcarched ; fo paſſion tranſporting his thoughts beyond reaſon , 
and revenge beyond paſſion, he, for the time preſent, forlakes the eff-&, tr» follow the cauſe, 
and (ſo hath no other objcC& before hiscyes and thoughts , but thar ot Bertolix7”s killing of her 
Brother Byellati, and this of his Fathers unkind baniſhing of him from Rome to Caprea : where- 
fore, that he may out-live his forrows , and apply a Lenitive to his Corrofive , he vows to re- 
venge both. The manner is thus : 

That , as his Father deceived his hopes incarrying him from Rome to Caprea z. ſo hee will 
deceive thoſe of his ſaid Father . in carrying himſelf from Capres to Cicily, there to finde out 
Bertolini, and to fight with him. It is not the point of honoar, much lefſe, J.1dgement, and 
leaft of all, R-ligion, that precipitates and throws him on this bloody , and therefore unchari» 
table reſolution : bur ic is the vanitic ofhis thoughts , and his living aff:&ion to his dead Mi- 
ſtris Pauliza , which gives life and birth to it : for he (crampling on all diflyation and op 
ſition ) finding a Galley of Naples, bound from Caprea to Cicily , very ſecretly imbarks him- 
ſelf in her, and contemning the imp:tuofiry of the Winds , and the mercileſs mercy of ..the 
Seas, lands at Palermo, where huſhing himſelf up the firkt nighr privately in his Inne,and inform- 


ing .* 
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ing himfelf that Bertolini was 1n that City, he, the neXt morn, by his Lackey, ſcnds him chis 


. ” 


Challenge. 


STURIO toBER TOLINET. 
Hows killed my dear Paulina in the ſcandal of her honour , and the death of her Brother 


Brellati, my affliions and ſorrows to ſurvive her, makg me contemn mine own life , to ſeek 
thine: to which purpoſe TI have left Caprea to finde Cicily, and in it thy ſelf, Wherefere, as thou 
art Bcrtolint, fail wor to meet me this Evening "twixt five and fix of the Clock inthe next Meg - 
dew, bebind the Carthutians Monaſtery 3 where my ſeif , aſſiſted onely with a Chirurgian, and the 
choice of two ſingle Rapiers , will expe and attendthee. Thy Generoſity invites thee, and my Af 
feftion and Honour obligeth me , to be the onely Gueſts of this bloody Banquet. 


STURIO. 


Bertolini reccives and reads this Challenge, which, to write the truth, is not ſo pleaſing to 
him, as was that of Brellati : he ſees himfclf and his honour engaged to fight, and knows not 
how to ex:mpt and free himſelf thereof. For , firſt , he confidereth that the ground of his 
D:fence and Q1arrcl is not good, fith he knew in his foul and conſcience, that Pauline was 
as chaſt as fair, and that hee had wronged himſelt in ſecking to wrong and ſcandalizc her 
then , that he perfeQtly underſtood Sturio was valiant and generous, yea, and very expert and 
Skilfal) in henlii_e his Weapons 3 and withall , that fingle combats were variable , and onely 
conſtant in unconftancie : ſo that he began not onely to doubt, but fear , that as he had kill» 
cd Brellati, ſo Sturiowas reſerved to kill him 3 but again, confidering that his birth and 
blood was noble, it contrariwiſe ſo inciccd and animatcd his courage , wr inflamed, and ſet an 
edge on his Generofity , as with a kind of unwilling willingneffe he accepts of Sturio's Chal- 
lenge 3 and fo bade his Lackey tell hiz Mafter from him, that he would not fail to meet him, to 
give him his wclcome to Palermo. The Clock ftrikes five, and long before f1x,0ur two you 

ntlemen come ride into the Ficld ; where, giving their Horſes to their Chirurgians, with 
command not to ftir till their duty and office call them, rhey both draw; and ſo approach cach 
other : but although this fury of thcirs begin ir. blood, ee it ſhall not here cnd in death, 
At the firft comming up, Sturio wards Bertolin”s thruſt, and runncs him into the right flank , 
of a deep wound 3 at the ſecond, he wounds him again in the neck , which draws much blood 
from him 3 neither is the third mceting more propitious, or I:fl: fatall to him ; for Stzrio, 
without r:cciving any touch or ſcarce, gives him a third wound betwix: his ſmall ribs z where- 
at his courage fcareth, and his ſtrength fainterh 3 when willing to ſave his life , though with 
the loffe of his honour , he throws away his Rapicr , and with his Hat in hand, begs his life 
of Sturio, ahd with as much truth as integrity , confefſerh, and vowerh that he is infinitely ſor-= 
rowful and repentant for the ſcandal delivered againſt the honour of his moſt fair and chaſte 
Lady Pauline, for the which he craves pardon and remiſſion, Sturio is aſtoniſhed at this unex- 
peed and cowardly at of Bertolini : whereat he bites his lip, but I know not whether more 
with diſain than anger ; onclyat firſt the remembrance of Brellatz and Panlina's deaths , for 
the preſent make him inexorable to his requeſt and ſubmiſſion : bur at laſt, making reaſon give a 
law co Cholcr , and Religion to Revenge, and conſidering that he was more than a Man , fich 
a Chriftian , as alſo that the Juftre of his blood and cxtraftion, had diſtinguiſhed him from the 
vulgar, and ſo madc him honourable and noble , he, not as a cruel Tyger, but as a generous 
Lyon, difdaincth toblemiſh his reputation and valour, in killing a diſarmed man ; and fo his 
honour outbraving his valour and revenge, he as a truly noble Gentleman , gives Bertolinz his 
life , as holding himſelf fatisficd , by having righted the honour of his dead Miſtris Paulina, 
in Bertolin;'s confcllion and contrition. So they ſh:ath up their ſwords, and like loving friends, 
return together into the City , where Sturio prepareth for his departure , and Bertolinz betakes 
himſelf to have his wounds dreff:d and cured, 

This Combate, or Dael, isnot fo ſecretly earryed betwixt them and their Chirurgians , 
but all Palermo reſounds and prattles thereof; and which is more, this news ſpecdily ſailes 
from Czicily to Naples, and from thence rides poſt to Rowe , where Sturio and Bertolini like» 
wiſe in ſhortſpace arrive ;3 but firſt comes Stzrio, then Bertolini, whoſe Father by this time 
hath obtaincd his pardon for killing of Bre//ati, Thc Nobility and Gentry of Rome ſpeak di- 

verily and diff;rendly of our two late returned Gallants : ſome, out of reaſon, highly —_—— 
tnrio's 
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bow foon our poor and innocent Sturio ſhall be by the bloody hand of Bertolini layd* 


——  — th. —_ 


Hiſt X. Sturio and Pailina: 


Styrio's fighting with Berto/ini, occafioned through his affection to his dead Mittrefſe P anlina; 
and then his humanity and curtefic ſhewed and extended him, in giving him hiv life : \0- 
thers, out of the-errors of youth and vanity , tax and condemn him for not diſpatching and 
killing him : Again , many cx:ol Bertolini's valour- in killing Brelati , but all taunt and tax 
him for his Cowardiſc, in not fighting it out with Srurio; and which is worſe, for difgrace-" 
fully begging, and recciving his life of him. i Ls Ono 
| Bertolani finds this ſcandal thrown and retorted on him, to be very diftatful and diſhonoura« 
ble 3 infomuch as he cannot relliſh it, bur with diſcontent, nor digeſt it , but with extreme 
indignation and choler 3 which throws him ſo violently on the execrable humour of revenge z 
as he vows to make Styrio pay dear for giving too much liberty to his tongue, to the prejudice 
of his honour and reputation, | | | 
Patt up thus with theſe three exccrable humonrs and vices, diſdain, envy, and revenge 
whereof the leaſt is great and capable cnough to ruin both a fortune and a life, he ; out of a 
wretched reſolution ( unworthy the generoſity of a Gentlemah ) not onely forgets Sturio his 
fi-gular courtefic in giving him his life , when it lay i his power and plcaſure to take it from 
hiin , but alſo remembreth, and that in remembrance refolveth to repay him with the an- 
grateful requital , and mournful intereſt of depriving him of his. O extreme ingratitude | O 
uncharitable and baſe reſolution! Yea , he is ſo devoyd of reaſon, and the purity of his ſoul 
and conſcience ſo contaminated and vilified with the contemplation and objc of blood, as 
he gives way thereto, and reſolves thereon ; yea , permits icto forfke G O D, of purpoſe 
wiltully to folfow the D:vil. Yea , his thoughts are ſo ſurpriſed and taken ap with this exe» 
crable and hctliſh refolution of Marther, as he thinkes of nothing elſe bat of the means and 
manner how to diſpatch Fturis, and ſo to ſend him in a bloody Winding-ſheet from this 
life to another. To fight with him again in the ficld , he dares not; to affaſſinate and murther 
him in his bed , he cannot, fich he muſt paſs five or fix ſeverall chambers, cre he .can come at, 
his; and to piper him in the open ſtreet, though ic be leIT: difficult, yer he findes it mot 
dangerous, fich he ſces Sturio till went better followed and accompanyed than himſelf, as 
ind:cd being farre more eminerit of. Birth , and more noble of extration than himſclf.. Bue 
hee ſhall want no invention to accompliſh and bring this his bloody reſolution to paſſe, for if 
he fail thereof, the Devil is till at his clbow to prompt and inſtru him therein z yea, his 
impicty is grown fo firong with the Devil, and his Faith ſo weak wich GO D, as now 
having turned over the Records of his Revenge , he at laſt reſglycs to ſhoot Sturio from a 
Window , with a Pctronel, as he pafſeth the ſtreet : and upon the attzmpr and finiſhing of 
this helliſh ſtratagem and bloody Tragedy , the Devil and he ſtrike hands , and conclude it 5 
the contriving and perpetrating whereof ſhall in the cnd*Rrangle him, becauſe he was fo 
prophane and gracel :{s as he would not ftrangle the firft conceit thereof in their births and con 
CEPTLONns: | | 
Bur leave wee here Bertolini ruminating on his intended bloody crime of Marther, and 
come we a little to ſpzak of poor unfortunate Sturio , who not dreaming of his malice, much 
lefſe of his ungratefull and bloody revenge intended againſt him , Tike a mournfull and dif- 
conſolate conſtant Lover, is thinking on nothing ſo much, as on the living beauty and Idea 
of his dead Paulinz : And although he knew it as palpable folly to bewray his immoderate 
forcows, as diſcretion to conceale them 3 yet their impetuoſity gnd fervency "gives ſuch 
a predominating law to his reſolutions, as hee cannot refrain from often ftcaling into 
Sanfie Maria de Rotunda's Church , where ſhe was buried ,” and there ſecretly bedewey her 
Tomb, and waſhes her Sepulcher with his teares : an at and ceremony; of Lovers, which 
though aff:&ion authorize , yet Religion doth ncicher juſtific, nor cap approve. _ Allthe 
care of his Father and Friends is to ſeek how to purge his penſivenefſe , and to wipe off 
his melancholy ſorrowes and ſorcowfall melancholinefſe 3 tro which end they. proters 
him great yaricty of Noble and B:autifull Ladies in Marriage , ny the fight and 
preſence of a new Beauty would deface the memory and abſence of an old : but theirpolicy ..' 
proves vain; for noble Sturio will be as conſtant in his ſorrows for his ſweet Panline's dea 
as hee was in his aff:&ion to her whilſt that ſhee lived; and therefore , although that c 
power inforce him for to ſee divers, yet his will can never by any mcans he drawn , or unto 
ced for to love any, as having inviolably contraftcd himſelf to this definitive reſolution , 
_ _-_ he could not be Paulinz's husband, he will never wed himſelf to any other Wite than 
18 LUravVe. | 


And here I begin to write rather with tcars than ink , when I apprehend and coy 
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| untorrunareand untimely Grave. Ah Sturio, Sturz , hadRt thou been more vindiRtive , and 
- eff: generons and compaſſionate, thon_ hadit prevented thy death by killing Bertelini , when 


thy valour in Caprea tormerly reduced and expoſed him to the mercy of thy Sword ; or if 
thou had belizvcd this Maxim, that dead mcn can never oft:nd or hurt, thou needſt noc 
have relycd and truſted upon the falſe promiſes of an incenſed and irreconcileable enemy , buy 
what ſhall 1 ſay? It was not thy honour , but Bertolini”'s infamy, which haſtencth and procu- 
reth thy -death. O thatthou ſhouldeſt be. ſotrue a friend to thine enemy , and hee prove ſo 


deadly anencmy to thee his truc friend ! Stario gave Bertolini his lite , and Bertolini in res 


quitall win give Sturio his death : but fuch monſtrous and bloody ingraticude will never 
go unpuniſhed of God z for as it is odious to Earth, ſo it is execrable to Heaven : ButI muſt 
bee ſo unfortunate to bring this deplorable Tragedy upon the Theater of this Hiflory, A 
miſery of miſcrics , that we are many times neareſt our ends, when wee think our felycs far- 
theft from them ; and ( not to ruſh into the ſacred and ſecret cloſet of Gods infcrutable 

rovidence ) I can finde no other pregnant reaſon thereof , cither in Divinity or Nature , 
bon that at all times, and in all places, we ſhould bee ſtill prepared and ready for death , erc 
death for us , and not protraCting or proc the hour thereof ; but that whenſocyer 
it ſhall pleaſe God for to call us to him, or himſclt to us, that (like good and pious Chri- 
ftians) dcath may till finde us alwayes armed for to meet , never unprovided for to incouns 
ter It, 

But Bertolini is fo obſtinate in his malice, arid ſo wretchedly implacable in his revenge, 
as underſtanding that $:4rio is accuſtomed to goe to his Mornings Maffc at the Engliſh Col- 
lege , he provides both himſeMf , and his Petronel charged with a brace of Bullets ; or rather 
the Devil provides both the Bullets, the Petronel, and himfclt; and fo, watching the ad- 
vantage of his hour and time , on a Munday morning , a little after the Cardinals, Farnefi 
and Caponius were ridden with their trains to the Confiſtory , putting himſelf into an un» 
known houſe berwixc the ſaid Engliſh College and the Palaccof Farneſi, he having his Cock 
bent, and ſeeing Styrio comming in the ſtreet , upon his prancing Barbary Horſe and Foote 
cloth , like a graccleſs and bloody villain ( having ncither the fear of God , nor the ſalvation 
or damnation of his ſoul before his cycs , nor once imagining that he ſhoots at the Majcfty of 
God the Creatour , in killing and defacing Man, his Image and Creature ) lets flye at him, 
and the Devil had made him ſo curious and expert a Mark-man , as both the Bullets picrce the 
wank of his breaft ; with which mortal wounds our innocent Sturzo, no longer able to fit his 
Horſe, tumbles down dead to the ground, without having the power to utter a word, but onely 
to breath forth two or three Iamentable and deadly groans. And this was the unfortunate and 
mournful end of this noble Gentleman Sturio, which I cannot relate without fighs, nor remem» 
ber without tcars. | 

This bloody Tragedy , a&ed on fo brave a Gallant , in the very bowels and heart of Rome, 
doth extremely amaze, and draw all the Spe&atours to lamentation and mourning. and hig 
two ſervants , who walked by his Horſc-fide, are fo bufic in lifting him up, and rubbing the 
temples of their dead Maftcr , as they forget to reſearch and inquire for his Martherer ; bue 
the Aſſiſtants, and the ftanders by, hearing the report of the Peece , and not onely ſeeing the 
ſmoak in the-window and air , but this noble Gentleman dead in the ftrect, they aſcend 
the houſe, and finde the Pctronel on the Table, but the Shooter fled away upon a ſwift 
Spaniſh Genniet, by the back door, they of the houſe affirming with tears in their cycs, that 
they knew not the Gentleman that did it, neicher was it intheir powers to ſtop or prevent his 


clcape.. 
þ Thi Fatal and mournful news diſperſed and fpread o'r the City of Rome the Scerjcants 


| andCaptaing guard are bufie to find out the Murther , who by this time they know to be Scig- 


ttor Berto{zxi; but being gallancly mounted , he ſpecds away thorow the firects amain , and is ſo 
far from deſpair, as he makes no doubt but to recover the Lateran Gate, and to cſcape this his 
ſecond danger , as fortunately as he did his firſt ; by flying into the kingdom of Naples : but 
his hopes ſhall deceive him 3 for if he bought Bre!lati's murther at an eafic rate, God hath now 
. ordained and decreed that he ſhall pay dear for this his ſecond of Sturio : and lo, here the im- 
 petuous ſtorm of Gods juſt revenge and indignation now befalls him , when he leaft fearcs or 
a eenoE Ci ne =P 4e Fuoge (the publik 
© , As he was ſwittly galloping thorow Campo de Fuogs (the publike place where the Po 
'Cthar Antichriſt of Rowe ) burns the children of God, for the nkon of his glorious Go- 
and bcing at the farther. end thereof , with an intent to draw towards the back-fide of 
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Hit.X: Sturio and Paulins, © 


igh in the ſtreet, as Berrolzni paſſed, both the Scaffold and the two Brick-layers fell down 

pry Ta and his horſe, and Sk beat them both to the ground : buras yer IE Stari”, 
Murther was not arrived thither ; fo as danger and tcar making Bertolini forget the hurt of his 
fall, he again riſcth up, and calls for his horſe , which was ſpecdily wrought bim: fo leaping 
inco the Saddle, he ſpurs away, with as much cclerity as his Gennee could poflibly drive under 
him. Burt if he have eſcaped this firſt judgement of Gad, he ſhall nos the 88349 þ ; for having 
paſt the {apito! and the Amphitheater, his Gennet 'twixt that and the Laterav, fell under him, 
which putting his ſhoulder ont of joynt, the poor affliftcd Beaft could not riſe with his Maſter, 
who by this time is more afflicted and grieved than the harmlcſs Gennet he rides upon. Where. 
upon being amazcd, and fearing that the ſearch would inſtantly follow and ſurpriſe him, he 
[caving his horſe, betakes himſclf co his own heels : and fo with much terror both of minde 
and conſcience, he knows not whither to go, or where to hide himſelf: but at laſt confider- 
ing that the greateſt dangers have need of the leaft diſtraltion, and moſt diſcretion, he thinks 
to flic on his right hand ro Horta Farneſt, or the Gardens and Orchards which bclong to thag 
illaftrious Family : but then again "oY to mect with a' wooden face, inſtead of finding att 
open door, he leavesthat reſolution, and (as faft as his begs and feet can bear him ) flies on his 
|:ft hand up towards Nero's Tower (io famous for that Emperors infamy, in ſtanding thereon, 
when he delighted to ſee all Rome on fire) and here in the ruins and demolitions of an infinize 
number of Palaces, Churches, and other ftupendious buildings, our murtherous Bertolini hides 
and huſheth up bimſclf, hoping if the day were paſt, to eſcape, and recover ſome ſecret friends 
houſe by night. 

Bur God is too Juſt to let this his cruel fatt paſs unrevenged, and this bloody Murtherer un- 
puniſhed: for he hath ſcarce been there half an hour, bur he is known there, found out , and 
hema1'd in of all ſides by the Captains Guard, arm'd with Partiſans and Piſtols. Here, Bertolin; 
conſidering himſelf a Rowan Gentleman, would fain have made fome reſiſtance with his 
Rapier: bat ſecing their numbers to increaſe , and himſelf alone, as alſo that it would 
farther augment his crime, and exaſperate his Judges againtt him, he at their firſt aſimmons 
delivercth up his Rapier, and yields,and rendereth himſclf into their hands, who preſently con= 
vey him to priſon, where he ſhall have bur little gime to think of his hainous and bloody Mur- 
thers, ere we ſhall ſe him brought forth and arraigned before his Jadges : but inthe Iyterim all 
Rome is poſſ:f{:d and informed hereof. + 
' So the ſecond morning of Bertolzu; his imprifonment , he 'is fetcht before his Ju 
where at firft the Devil is ſo ſtrong with him, as he once thoughe to have denycd this 
Murther of St»rio: but God proving more merciful to his ſoul , he upon his Judges grave 


and R-<ligious Remonftrances, with many fighs and tears freely confeficth it, bumbly be- 


ſceching themato take picy of his young years, and that it was only the heat of outh, and the 
vanity of his ambirious honour, which had thus betrayed 4nd ſeduced his Soul to perperrate 
this cruel and impious Marther , and for the which he cxcreamly and bitterly repented 
himſelf. 

But the arrow of Gods wrath and Revenge is now fully bent againſt Bertolini , as his bul- 
Its were againſt Sturio: ſoas his ſacred Majeſty, cauſing his Judges to reſemble themſelves, 


they are deaf to his requeſts, and tell him, it is not his youth or his ambition, but the Devil 


that hath ſeduced and drawn him to perform this bloody Murther : and fo for expiation there- 
of, they, in confideration he is-a Roman Gentleman, nobly deſcended , will not hang him, 
bur adjudge his ewo hands to be cut off before the houſe where he ſhox at Sturio; and 
then afterwards to be beheaded at the Common Place of Execution , at the foot of 
Saint Angelos Bridge, his head to be ſet upon a Pole, over Saint Fohn de Laterans gate, and 
his body to be thrown into Tiber : which the next day was — ex<cuted in preſence 
of many thouſand people of both S:x:8, and of all Ranks, notwithftanding the importunate 
ſolicitations which his Father made to Cardinal Borgheſe (the Pope Paulus Duintus Nephew) 
to the contrary 3 who was too noble and generous to affift him in ſo baſe and ignoble a 
Murther. 
And theſe were the lives and deaths of theſe three unfortunate Rowan Gentlemen, Brelleti, 
Sturio, and Bertolini, and of that beautiful, chaſte, and ſorrowful Lady P auliza. And here 
to conclude and ſhut up this their mournful Hiſtory : I have been informed, that the curious 
wits of Rome made many exquiſite Epitaphs upon the deaths !of Sturio and Paulina , as alſo 
that Berto/i4i made a Religious and moſt Chriftian ſpeech at his end , of which I muſt confeſs 
I was not ſo happy to recover the fight, or Copies of cicher : for if 1 had, I would not have 
Hailed to have infirteds and placed them art the end of = their Hiſtory, to have ſerved as a 


grace 
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racc ent thereunto, in interlacing my Proſe with others verſes, for the better de. 
ight creation of my Reader. But I mult (juſtly ) crave excuſe herein : for my curiolicy 


ſoaght them, though my unfortunacy found them not. And becauſe | wholly aim rather to 

ofit than to pleaſe my Reader, let us forget the ſhadows, to remember the ſubſtance, and fo - 
Jook from the Map, to the Moral of this Hiſtory : that the foul example of Bertolinz's crime of 
Marther, and the juftneſs of his puniſhment, may make us lefs bloody, and more compaſſionate 
and charitable to our Chriſtian brethren, and conſequently more pious towards God, of whom 
weall bear the living Image, and true and lively character. 


FINIS. 


GODS REVENGE. 


AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


Execrable Sin 'of Murther : 


EXPRESSED 


In thirty ſeverall T ragicall Hiſtories, (digeſted into 


Six Books) which contein great variety of mournfull and 
memorable Accidents, Amorous, Morall,and Divine. 
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T HONOURABLE; 


TRULY WOR THY 
F ALL HONOUR, 


TLLIA 


EARL 


PEMBROKE; 


Lord Chamberlain to his Majeſty, Knight £ the 


thrice Noble Order of the Garter, and one of the Lords 
of his moſt Honourable Privy Council. 


Rioht honourable, 


| ISP )|T is not your Dignity, but your Virtues; 
SEE! 

| not your Greatzeſs, but your Goodneſs, 

which firſt conjured my afteQ&ion, then 
commanded my reſolution to dire& theſe 
(forcin )) Tragical Hiflories to your Ho- 
ours Protection and Patronage : For; 
others ( layling with the corrupt Tide 
and Current of the Times) not onely ad- 
mire, but adore the exteriour parts:of 
men, their F ortu1es; I, for my part, both 
honour and reverence their interiour qualitics,and ornaments, P:ety, 


N 3 Fidelity , Py 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 

Fidelity, Generoſety ( three Daughters of Heaven, embling and perſo+ 
nating the three Heavenly Graces on Earth, Faith, Hope, Charity ) 
who tranſport and conveigh our Memories as farre as the limits of 

' Tie, anda degree beyond it, and (on the wings of Trath) mount 
our Fames from Earth to Heaven, from Envy to Glory, and from 
Mortality to Eternity. Not but that | every way reſpe& and honour 
that blood which is Noble, but that I yer more dearly honour, and 
deeply afteCt thoſe Virtues which have a ſecret, and (as | may juſtly 
ſay) aſacred power in them to ennoble Nobility, both which tran- 
ſcendent Privileges, finding hand in hand cheerfully march, and 
really to ſimpathize in your Honour ( (ith upon the refplendent 
Iuſtre of our aftions, Envy 1s not capable, to inſinuate a blemiſh, 
nor Detra&tion of power to introduce or inforcea diſparagement) 
was the ſole prevailing motive of this my Zeal and Ambition. And 
when [ conſider that the Morality, Ends, and Puniſhments of theſe 
foul and crying Sins of Murther, which my two former Books (of 
this nature ) have already related and divulged to the world, have 
not onely bcen approved, but applauded of our moſt Excellent and 
Sacred King ( as onely aiming at Gods glory, and our own refor- 
mation and preſervation ) I rather hope than deſpair, that this 
Third ( wherein the juſt revenge of God, the Great and Supreame 
King of Kings, 13no eſſe apparent and conſpicuous) will be accep- 
ted of your Hoxour. Again, it fights againſt Murther, which not 

, onely ſecks to ſlay Humanity, but therein to murther Religion, which 
is the Life and Soul thereof. It denounceth War againſt Nature and 
Grace, againſt the Divine Ordinances of Heawver, and the Coaive 
and Penal Laws of Earth, whereby they are eſtabliſhed and main- 
tained, as being the Cmment and Sinews, the Veines and Arteries of 
Monerchies and Common=weales ; as alſo againſt the Majeſty of GOD, 

and the Crowns and Nignities of Sewerargn Kings and Princes , his 

Royal Depaties and Vicegerents here on Earth ſich thereby he loſeth 

| ſouls, and theſe ſubjzeds; yea, ſo general, and prodigious a progreſ- 
ſion doth this Scarlet Sinne of premeditated and wilfull Murther 
make in the univerſall World, and with ſo bloody a deluge and in- 
undation, it not onely waſhes, but ( as it were )drowns the face of 

Chriſtian, that we have now farre truer caule to cry out, andyjuſter 

reaſon to exclame tnan Quirtus Catulus ( ſo many centuries of yeares 
ſince) O with whom, or where ſhall we live in ſafety, ſah in Wars we 
kill theſe who are armed,and in peace who are unarmed ?Yea,your Honour, 

who ( with a bappy conſtancy, and conſtant happineſle ) is ſtill a 

ptofecſſed Champion for Charitie againſt Enwie, anda Tutelary __ 
/ tector 


G— 
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tecor for Virtne againſt Vice ( whiles divers great ones of the World 
make it not onely their practice, but their glory to perform the 
contrary ) will, I hope, run over theſe mournful Hiſtories ( and the 
ſeveral accidents they relate ) with your eye of pitty and ſpirit of 
compaſlion ; and therein with a religious joy, and pious inſultati- 
on, not onely admire the Providence, but applaudand magnifie the 
Fuſtice of Ged, in fo timely cutting off chek: Monſters of Natare , 
and bloody Butchers of Mankznde, with theſe their condign puniſh- 
ments and deſerved deaths : In which Hope and Confidence, this 
Book isno more mine, but your Henours, and no lefſe is hee who 
colle&ed and pennedit ; and that my Name may futurcly oblige 
me to make this preſent promiſe of my Pen real : Whiles many 0+ 
thers (in a virtuous emulation ) contend to deſerve the Honour of 
your Favour , and ſtrive to purchaſe the felicity of your Commands ; 
roneſhall doe it mth more Integrity, andleſſe Vanity, than 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XL 


De Salez kgleth Vaumartin iz a Duel: La Hay cauſeth Michaclle to poyſon LaFrange : De Salez 
loves La Hay , and becauſe bis Father Argenticr will not conſent that he matry ber » ftifleth him ine 
his bed, and then takes her to his wife : She turns Strumpet, and cats" his threat 3 as he is dying - 
be accuſeth her of this bloody fa& , and bimſelf for murthgring his father Argentier : ſo his dead 
body is bang tothe Gallows, then burnt : La Hay confeſſeth this Murther , aud likewiſe that ſhe 
cauſed Michaclle to poyſon La Frange : ſhe hatb ber right band cut off, and is then burnt alive : 
Michacllc is broken on the wheele , and his dead body thrown inio the River. | 


Lthough our perverſe Nature; 'and rebellious thoughts may for a while make us t + 
Ar, to be no Vice, and Mardher a Virtac, yet if we will cre& the eyes of our Faith, "al 
ſo look from our ſclvcsto our ſouls, from Earth to Heaven, and from Satan to God » wee ſhall 
then afſuredly finde, that hating our Chriftian Beother , we hate Chriſt who made ns Br 


44 TA by others; _.. 
and murdering him, that we maliciouſly and freatonſly attempt eo re-crucific Chriſt, by "#4 


whom we muſt , without whom we cannot be ſaved. + But if 


there is a Heaven, but no God ; or D:vils, and ſay there is 2 God, but no Heaven, than that un- * 
charitable Tencar of Envy may be held lawful , and this ' ſed 
becauſe priviledged, elſe not. Wherefore let us who are Chriſtians reſend thisdevillih do&rine, 
and dodtine of Dcvils, to Hcll from whence it firſt came; and to the Devil himſelf who ficft - 
broachcd andiiavented it 3 fith we cannor profeiſe it without makingor ſelves Apents, nor . 3 
perpetrate ir, without becomming his very limbs and members, ia ri ard rhey will infallibly'- - - -- 
prone wofall fore-runnzrs of our miſery, and the wretched Hcraldbof andy Blior : As he 488 
loody Attars of chis infuing mourntul Hiftory will make good., and inflance to us in thaw. 
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| ſelves when the ſevere judgements and puniſhments of GO D befell them (o ſuddenly, as 
it was too late for them cicher to revoke or bewail the enormity of theſe their foul and inter- 
nall crimes. 


Tholouſe ( as well for greatneſſe as ſtate, the third City and Court of Parliament of France) 
1s the place wherein we ſhall underſtand, there was lately committed and perpetrated, a tragi- 
cal Hijtory, which hath many mourntul , and bloody dependances; the which to branch forth, 
and depaint in their naked colours, we muſt unde;ftand that therein lived a Councellour of 
that famous Coxrt ( being arich Gentleman, well deſcended ) tearmed Monſienr de Argentier, 
whoſe Wife being deceaſed, left him father onely to one hopefall Son, of the age of two and 
twenty years, termed Monfienr de Salez, who being wholly addiftcd to the Wars ( from which 
Martiall Profeſſion it was impoſſible for his old Father to divert and withdraw him) he pro- 
cured him -an Enfignes place under Monſieur de Requelaure, whom he ſerved in the Adriatick 
Seca, under the Noble and Generous Venetians, who then ſtood rather jealous than fearfull of 
the power and greatneſfſe of Spainz but the Chymera of that War( after the term of three 
or four yeares)) being vaniſhed and blown away, and conſequently betwixt thoſe two mighty 
Eftates , a new Peace contraCted and concluded, although the old had not been aftually broken 
and decelcratzd) home returnes Monfienr de Roquelaure, for Gaſcogny, and with him De Salez 
for Lanquedoc and Tholouſe , where hee is received of his Father with much content and joy, 
not that he is contented to ſee his Son profefſe theſe Military courſes ( which only affords the 
ſmoak of Honour, and not the ſolidity of Profit }) but rather that hee exceedingly rejoyced 
him to ſee him r-turn therefrom 3 and from whence, if he cannot hope that his requeſts will 
ſolely divert him, yet he is reſolved and affured that his commands both will and ſhall. To 
which cnd (as any humour is ſooneſt ſubjeQ to be expelled and defaced by its contrary )fo the 
old Councellour having as much Fudgement and Providence in his head , as his Sonne hath 
Vanity in his thoughts, and Reſaeſſe in his reſolutions , doth both requeſt and command 
to leave the Warre for Peace, Armes for Love, the Camp for the City , and his Captain 
fora Wife , and ſonolonger to march and fightunder the Banners of Mars and Bellexa, but 
under the Standards ef Verus and Hymeners 3; to which effcC&, he profers him the choice of 
many rich and fair young Gentlewomen of the Country to his Wife ; but eſpecially C and with 
firre more carneſtnefle than any other )) to an excecding rich match in the City , which was 
a young Gentlewoman termed La Frange, being the onely childe of Menfieur de Clugny , one 
of the moſt famous and richeſt Preſidents of that Court , young of yeares, as being but fixteen 
or ſcventcen, but withall deformed both in favour and body ; for ſhe was of a brown and 
ſoure complexion , and not onely a Dwarfe in ftature, but alſo exceeding crook-back'd, 
and yet beyond meaſure very amorous and dcefirous of a Husband : onely the endow- 
- ments of her minde moſt richly recompenced and made fatisfaftion for the defeCts of her bodyz 
for ſhe had an aCtive and nimble wit, a ſweet and ſugred tongue , a rich memory , and a pow= 
erfull and happy judgement , and was indeed an excellent Dancer, and Singer, and withall a 
moſt perfe& and exquiſite Muſician : But as yet De Salez Warlike and Generous reſolution 
could not be ſo ſoon made flexible, to embrace the motion of a Wife, and ſo returns his de- 
nyal inſtead of his conſent : Bur his wiſe old Father Argentier , being therefore rhe more curi- 
ous of his Sonne De Salez his proſperity and welfare , becauſe hce apparently ſaw he no way 
regarded, but every way negleRed it himſelf ( his Sonnes exorbitant reſolution notwithftand= 
ivg ) although he knew that Madmoy ſelle La Frange had many zoble Sutors, who ſought her in 
Mariage yet relying upon his ancicnt acquaintance and familiarity with the Prefident De 
Clugny , and alſo that that Daughter of his, and this his Sonne were of both parties theie 
onely children. He taking timeat advantage, breaks with him about this Match : whereunto 
De Glugny hearkens rather with delight than diftate : for if there were any diſparity in the 
dignity of cheir Offices, he well knows, that Argentiers blood and wcalth did at lcaft equar 


lizz, if not exceed his : or if he conceited any. ſcruple in his thoughts which impugned, or im-- 


oſedit, it was onely becauſe De Salez was a Souldier , and not aLawyer, and confequent= 
ly delighted to uſe his Sword before his Pen, and to wear and preferre a Scarlet Cloak before 
a Black. But then again , theſe repugnant and averſe reaſons were as ſoon buried, as born, 
and defaced , as conceived and engraven in him; when hee confidered that he himſelf in his 
adolenſcy was of the ſame humour and inclination , and therefore that Experience had made 
him a Preſidext to himſelf, that Time was both the reformer and refiner of manners, and that 
(in all well-born, and well-bred ſpirits) the Precepts ofa Father, and the ſweet converſation 
and counſel of a Wife , had power to mctamorphoſe the conditions of a young Husband 3 wher- 
upon the old Fathers often meet and conſult hereon, and fo being fully agreed on all condi- 
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3 De Sales and La Hay. 
ons they likewiſe appoint ſolemn meeting for their children, bur the cffe& and iflue of this 
their enterview, will noteorretpand and anſwer their defires. | 

Le Frange (as we have formerigfaid) being deformed and crook-backt, was no way agree- 
able but diſpleaſing to De Salez z but he being a tall, and neai=:imbred Geritleman; of a. fair | 
and feminine complexion , ſhe inſtantly moſt tenderly affe&ted, and dearly loved him; © In a F 
word, I muſt requeſt the curiofity of the Reader bricfly ro be informed and advertiſed, thas as 
ſhe beheld him with the cyes of Love and Defire, ſo did he her with thoſe of contempt and dif- 
dain, (he building Caſtles of content in the air of her thoughts and hopes, that Heaven would 
make him her husband ; and he rafing both her and her memory owt of that of his contem«» 
plations , vowing that Earth ſhould never make her his wife. Thus though the Parents have 
alrcady (hat up the Contraft, yer their children ſhall never live to celebrate the Nuptials , for 
we (hall ſee diverſity of Tragical Accidents which arc providing; and almoſt ready to oppoſe 
and impugn it, Parents think co be the cauſes, but GO D will ill be the Author of Marri- 
ages: tor if his ſacred and divine Majeity make them not firlt in Heaven , they ſhall never ſee 
them ſolemnized nor conſummated on Earth. AD 

And here, to make an orderly progreſſion in this Hiſtory , the Reader muſt likewiſe under- 
ſand, that of all other of La Franges Suters , none ſought her with ſo much importunity 
and impatiency , as the Baron of Vaumartin , whoſe chicteſt houſe and lands lay betwixt 
Aigue-mortes and Narbone (a Nobleman of ſome thirty years old who (like many others of 
his ſtamp and rank.) had ſpent the greateft part of his youth anU means in Paris ; in laſcivis 
ouſly debauſhing and revelling with the Pariſian Ladics and Dames : fo that the vanity of his 

leaſures and cxpences making his Lands flic away piece-meal, and the devaſting and fall of his 
To and Woods, making the reft of his Mannors ſhake, (an example and prefident for all 
other debauſhed Gallants to obſcrve and beware of ) he leaves Paris with curſcs,and his bitter- 
ſweet fins with repentance 5 and ſo (torepair his errors, and to redeem his loft time, and. de- 
caycd cftate) he comes home to Languedoc , where hearing in 7 holouſe of the Preſident de Clug= 
1's great wealth, which he mult ſolcly Icave to his only childs and daughter La Frange, who 
was now marriageable, he reſolves to ſer all his other buſineſs and defigns apart, and fo to lay 
liege and ſeck her of her father and ſelf in Marriage. Now to take the better direRion, and 
obſcrvation of this Hiſtory , we muſt likewiſe underſtand that this Baron of Vaumartin was 
of a ſwart complexion , a dwarf of #tature, and every way as crook-backt as Le Fravge, 
which the more flattered him in his hopes , and cgged him on in his partir , hoping indeed 
(though with as much Vanity as Ignorance) that this their corporal Reſemblance would the 
fooner induce and draw her to affe&t him : but his Arithmetick, or rather his Fudgement will 
deccive him : for itis conformity of Hwmors and Inclinations, and not of faces and bodies, 
which breeds and inflames a ſympathie in affeRtions. Bur he is reſolute in his reſearch, and ſo: 
better loving the fathers wealth, than the daughters Beauty, he well aſlifted and followed (with 
a train and cquipage worthy of his birth, and her merits) firſt ſeeks the daughter of her father, 
then her ſelf of her ſelf. As for the old Preſident de Clugny, he hath heard of his debauthed 
pranks and ryots in Paris , and therefore vows that his wealth gotten with wiſdom, and pure 
chaſed with providence, ftudy , and carc in his Age, ſhall never pay for the obſcene 
pleaſures and vicious prodigalitiecs of -his Youth : and ſo with many verball Comples 
ments ( reſolving that fie ſhall never triumph in the Conqueſt of his Daughter -) he in 
generall tearms puts him off, | | | 

As for La Frange her ſelf, the ſweetnefle of De Salez complexion and perſonage is ſo 

deeply imprinted in her heart and thoughts, that it is impoflible for Vaumartin to finde 

any admittance or entrance ; for ſhee ſpeaks of rione but de. Salez, thinks of none but 

of De Salez , nor wiſheth her ſelf with any but with De Salez. Again , ſhe wonders ©. 

a Vaumartin's fimplicity, in ſecking her for his Wife : for if ſhee hate deformity: in "ay 

her ſelf, how is it cither likely or poſſible that ſhe can love it in her Huzband ? Nag | 41 

noz though De Salez will not love La Frange, yet La Frange muſt and will love. D& © 

Salez,, and none but him 3 and therefore fith De Sales his ſweet feature is a pearl inher eycz; : 

needs muſt Y aumartin be an cyc-ſore to her 3 yea, and if modefty will. permit me to ſpeak og © - © 

write an immodceft truth, her heart doth ſo burn and flame in loveto De Salet, that both day' © 

and night,ſhe many times with ſighs, ſometimes with tears, wiſheth her ſelf cither impaled in; F 

his arms, or he encloyſtered in hers. | DI BEM, Th - 

Now by this time Vaumartin hath full notice and advertiſement of! her dear afs; ..M 
icRion devotcd to none but to De Salez, as likewiſe his ſkighting and diſdaininghers: 7 
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Thcreapon encouragedy this, and dibearned by that he ewvana ol care or curio 
(cither in gifts,dancing, muſick, or bankets) unattempred, to crown his wants, rather than his 


defires and pleaſures , with this though deformed, yet rich heir Ls F range : ſo laving him © 


his vain ſuit in courting her, ſpeak we a little of de Salez,that ſich he will not aft. La Frange, 
we may yet obſerve and diſcover which way he intends to ſhapethe courſe of his aff:Qions and 
reſolutions. ' 

For albeit he had formerly addifted himfelf and reſolutions to be a profeſl d Souldier , yet 
Peace calling him home now to Pleaſure, and that to effeminacy, a fatal and dangerous vice, 
which in the iniquity of theſe our times,and depraved manners,not only moſt infentibly creeps 
into common Souldiers and Commanders, but alſo into all Armies, and in:v many Eft ates and 
Kingdoms, fill to the diſparagement of their glory, and ſometime to the price of their ruine, 
and peril of thcir ſubverſion 3 he began to let his Colours hang duſty, and his Pike and Parti- 
zan ruſty by the walls, and to frequent the company of Ladies, which the old Counſcllor his 
Father obſerves with Joy, koping that in the end he ſhall draw him to aff.& and marry Lz 
Frange: but theſc hopes of his will prove vain, and this his joy will ſoon be cxchangcd into 
ſorrow, and mctam-orphoſed into affli&tion and miſery : for that his Son is partly reſoived to 
marry, tis true, but as true it is, that he is fully reſolved never to love, much leſs to marry La 
France. 

Now we muſt underſtand , that in Tholouſe there dwelt a Merchant of Silks, or as we in 
England ſay a Silk-man, termed Monſiexr de Soulange , rather repured rich of oth:rs, than 
known ſo of himſelf; and yet being an old widdower, to the end the ſooner toget him a new 
wifc, he puts a good face on his eſtate, and maintains himſelf, family, and houſe, with great 
pomp andexpences, having no ſon, but three fair daughters, all marriageable z and yet (out 
of ambition, and in Emulation of the Gentry) ſeverally known and ftiled by their titles, not by 
their names, as Meſdamoy ſelles de Marſy, La Preverte, and Le Hay, all famous for their beau- 
tics, and indeed for the purencſs and excellency thereof juſtly repured and held the prime 
Birds of the City, and yet the youngeft of them La Hay was the Phenix of all the three : for 
ſhe was ſo ſweetly fair, and fairly fweet of complexion, as ſhe drew all ey:s ro do homageto 
hers 3 ſo asit was almoſt impoſſible for any man to look on her without loving her, or to gaze 
on her without defiring her : for her body was ſo ſtraight and ſlender, and the roſcs of her 
checks ſodcliciouſly gracing the Lillics , and the Lillies the Roſes, that the greateſt Ga!lant 
cither of the City or Countrey, held himfelt not only happy, but honoured with the tclicity 
of her preſence and company. But in one word, to give theſe thie: ſiſters their true cha» 
raters, de Marſy and La Preverte were far more vertuous than La Hay, though La Hay were 
far faircr than they : for as Religion and Piety was thcir chicfeft delight and cxerciſe, as more 
defirous tocmbelliſh their ſouls than their bodics 3 ſo wanton pleaſure and vain laſciviouſneſs 
was hcrs, as rather dclighting to pleaſe and adorn her budy than her ſoul, they being more 
vertuous than fair, ſhe more fair than vertuous 3 different inclinations and reſolutions 3 theſe 
as happy and blefſed , as hers wretched and impious : their ations might have been a Pretident, 
yea a Pilot to have condufted her fame as well to the T:mple of Honour , as to the harbour 
of immortal glory, and of glorious immortality , bar (b: vows ſhe will prove a Pre- 
fident to her ſelf, and her pleaſure ſhall be a Pilot tober will , although (he miſs the Temple 
of Honour , to finde out that of beaftly concupiſcencez and the harbour of immortal glo- 
TY. to ſuffer ſhipwrack upon the ſhelves of inglorious infamy, and the rocks of infamous pers 

ition. 

To this Moxfieur de Soulanges houſe the beautics of his three daughters, but eſpecially that of 
La Hay, and withall her plcafing and trattable affabilicy , invites many young Gentlemen, 
and che eminenteft Citizens , who there paſs their time in courting and converfing, in dan- 
cing, finging, and the like, whereunto the Youth of France more rhan any other people of 
he GorkT are moſt licentiouſly addiCtcd 3 and as things are beft diſcerned and Giftinguiſh- 
ed by their contraries, ſo the vertucs of De Marſy and La Preverie were made more appa- 
rantby Le Hayes vices; and her luft and whorcdoms were more palpably notorious in their 
_ Chaſtity. O that ſo ſweet a creature ſhould be ſubje& to ſo foul a fin, and that Bzauty the 

- oj 0 ar as I may ſay the gold) of Nature, ſhould be thus vilified and polluted with 

the beaftly ſures of Carnal concupiſcence and obſcene ſenſuality .! For aye mc, 1 
write it with as much grief to my ſelf, as ſhame to her, ſhe was too prodigal of her 
fivonrs 3 for ſhe imparted them libcrally unto ſome for love, but unto moſt for mo- 
ney,/ not caring to whom ſhe proftituted her body, fo they filled her purſe, thereby to ſup- 
port her pride, and maintain the exceſs and vanity of her bravery 3 and yet ſhe was 
We | ſo 
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 ſubtill and cautious thercin, thar although ſh: were a pr ofcfl -d Ceurteſa m, ſhe Js 
theleſs publikely ſeem a pure and unſported Virgin z and the. better to fortific | 


btilty of hers have power to blear the eyes of the world, how can this her beaftly fin of tor- 
_—_— £God, when the windows, walls, and beams of her chambe : ry 


Jaſcivious young Conrti/an; for knowing De Salez deeply inlove with her, and to be the only 
child of his Father, and he one of the richeſt Councellors of Tholoyſe , ſa: conceives a plot iri 
her head, to go a fiſhing to make him her Husband, and fo bears het ſelFwonderfull modeſt and 
coy, caſting a cloak and veil of chaſtity over her unchalt d-fires and a&ions , ' as if ſhe were 
now a Virgin, yea a Saint to him, though heretofore ſh: had many times played the Strumpet 
with others. Buther denyall doth rather inflame, than quench the fire ot his luſt, ſo as makin 
many afſaults to raze down the defences of her refuſall; that he may enter and rake poſſeſſion Fe 
her heart and favour , his bcft Art and Ocatorie proves vain ; for ſh: outwardly retires her Þ 
{e&ion , thereby the better inwardly to advance and finiſh her parpoſes : fo this repulſe of hers 
makes him hang his head, and become penlive and melancholy ; - the true ſigns and ſymptomes 
of a fooliſh and fantaſticall lover , as in effcCt we ſhall ſhortly ſec De Salez will prove hims= 
ſelf. For the colder {hz is in affe&tion to him, the hocrter is he in luſt with her , forgetting the 
warrs , yea , his diſcretion, himſelf and all, to crown his deſires in enjoying her : the which 
ſh: well L! rl begins to triumph in her good fortune, as thinking him already fairly come 
co the hook, and ſo hopes that,if the line of his folly and her good fortune and wit hold, ſhe will 
ſoon make him her Husband, and her ſclfhis wite : For having formerly met with many knaves 
in others, ſhe now begins to reſt confident,cirher to find, or tomake!a fool of hini, thereby ro 
ſerve aga veil to over-veil her whocdoms. He pleads hard to her for love ; ſhe replies, -it isim<- 
poſlible to find love in Juſt. He vows he will die her ſervant; ſhe ſwears ſhe will never live his 
Strumpet. He proteſterh char ſh: ſhall ſharc of his eſtate; fh:e cells him plainly char ſhe had ra» 
ther live aFpoor VVife, than die a rich Courteſar. Hze replies , that hc adores her beautic ; ſhe 
anſwers, that ſhe knows no other, but that he only ſecks ro prophane and defile it.) And here, 
with more facility ro make him ſwallow cither a Gull, a Gudgin, or both, ſhe by Rtealch Per= 
mits him to cull ſome kiſſes, as well from the Cherries of her lips, as the Roſes of her checks: 
and in the Interim, like an hypocriticall difſ:mbling quean , reads him many Ic&ures on the 
pureneſs of Chaſtity, and the foulnenſs of Luſt , on the blef{:dneſs of Marriage, and the wtets 
ched eftate of Fornication. Prophane and impious giglet, whoſe ſpeeches are perfumed with 
Vertueg. and yet her ations ſtink, and are polluted and infe&ed with Vice : diſſ:obling Syreng 
who caſts forth bitter ſweer inchanting tunes and charms to plcaſc the ſenſe, and yet purpoſely. 
to poyſon the ſau; pills of worm-wood, candicd in Sugar, honey to the palat, þur Gall to the _ 
ſtomack ; A fatall rock whereon many inconſiderate and deboſh:d young Gentlemen have uns 
fortunatly ſaff:red Shipwrack , a wretched Gulph and Labyrinth, which contains all varlety of 
endleſs miſerics and calamitics , whereunto whoſoever enters with pleaſure, is ſure to retire 
with rears , curſes, and repentance : A plague ſent us from Heaven in our age for a-juft guer: 
don and recompenſe of th: finnes and folly of our youth. And into this intricate, Labyri 
and bc-tromleſs Gulph of miſery and calamity, is our raſh and luſtfull young Galant, cheerfullg® © 
entring and fte-ring his courſe , wichour either the Starr of hope, or Compaſs of fcliciey and. ©. > 
lafety, bearing outrop and top Gallant , yea ( as] may fay ) with all the ſayles ofhisfolly- © 
caring ; and wich the Flag, Enfign and Pendants of his obicene and laſcivious defirexgyitays 

ing and dallying'in the Aire of Le Hayes fatall and infe&ions beauty 3 which hich ſo hl 

ſurpriſed his judgement , captivated his thoughts, and eclipſed his diſcretion, as the ; 
abſence and preſence he excolls as well her Yertwes as her beauty ro/the Skies: yawing that © ® 
ſhe is ſo fair a Nywph, and fo purc a Virgin, as ſhe deſerves rather to be his wife thi on be Scrume.. © 
pet , or racher not his Stramp:t bur his wife. And fo mo moneths being pal fince-he*. 
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-- © firſt frequented her , and ſought to. ſeduce and. obtaine her to his laſcivious defiresz and 
..  freing embling quean as. ſhe is ) that therein ſhe bore her ſelf infinicely chaſt and mo- 
deſt, and that itwas impoflible for bim to obſcrve or remark any other inclination or teſti- 
mony, citherin ber word or carriage, his wits arciſo beſotted and intangled in the fetters of 
her beauty, that he preferrs her ſweet feature and complexion, a thouſand times before La 
Fngnges deformed; and vowes that he had rathcr dic Le Hayes ſlave, than ever live to be 
La Franges Husband : But this folly of his inthe cnd ſhall 'coſt him dear, and fo lead him 
t another, farr more unnaturall , and as 1 may juſtly ſay ,* damnable : Bur we 
muſt proceed orderly in this Hiſtory, and doc therefore reſerve that part till a- 
NON- | 
* Bp this time the lie fubtiltic, and feceming chaſt behaviour of Le Hay, hath aftcd 
wonders in De Salez heart , ſo as ſhe now hopes confidently, and ſhortly to play her 
priſe in ſurpriſing him, for he is extremely amorous, beſotted , and as I may fay, drunk 
W. with the love of her ſelf and beauty : ſo on a Sunday, as ſh: returned from Veſpers , repaires 
 {Y to her Fathers houſe to ſec her , whom he finds in her Chamber alo:1e , waiting and 
We attending him , having purpoſcly dightcd her felfin a rich new Gown and Petticote , 
and trimmed and adorned her ſelf in her gaycſt and moſt curious attire , thereby 
wich more caſc and facility to draw him to her lure : So as her beauty being both ſe- 
9h ' conded, andgraced by her apparell , ſhe ſo raviſhed his heart, and delighted, his ſences, 
| op 2s be cannot refrain from kiffing her 3 but this hony of her lips, will in the- end prove 
4 poyſon to his heart. And here again he laycs cloſe fiege to her chaſtity , but till ſhe gives 
fi the repulſe and refufall, asif ſhewere a Dtana, and not a Venus : He vows he doth 
, and will cver honour her 3 And ſhe, that it. he honour her , will Rill afe& him. In 
way of L OV E, quoth hc, I am wholly yours ; and quoth ſhe , in that of Honour 
I will not be mine own but yours; will quoth hcin allaff.ftion both live and dieyour 
ſervant 3 and replyes ſhe, In all chaſtity, 1 will live to dic your handmaid: He afhemes, 
he cannot be more. hers in heart, than he is 3 nor I quoth ſhe , Ie(s yours in Juſt, than 
Jam 3 It is quoth he my Love which makes me report ſo much 3 and quoth ſh: it is 
wy Feer which makes me affirm noleſs ; why quothhe, ſhould my love procure your 
"Fear? My fear,quoth ſhe, is wholly ingendred and derived from your luſt , but not from your 
Love: I pray expreſs your ſelf, quothhe ; ſhe replycs, my blaſhes may , but my tongue 
dare not. Quoth he, did your aff:Qion equalize mine, Lea Hay would accept of 
de Sale, and not. refuſe himz Nay quoth ſhe, did De Sel:z know how 'infinite- 
ly mine exceeds his, he would not refuſe La Hay, but accept of her; Why quoth he, de 
Sales, defices none but Le Hay, Nor quoth ſhe, La Hay any inthe World but de Sales :; 
Whercupon de 8lez being provoked with his own luſt, and animated and encouraged by 
her ſweet ſpeeches , he very joyfully ( yet falſly ) flattering himſclt with the conqueſt of 
her favour and conſent , ſhuts the door, and like a moft laſcivious and diflolute Gentle- 
man, takes hcr in hisarmes, and firives to convey her tothe Bcd , reſolving there to in- 


and brurtiſh defires 3 but his hopes ſhall deceive him : For although Le Hay be a Courte- 
| far in heart » yet ſh: will notbe ſo in tongue, eſpecially now, where to get her ſelf a 
I rich Husband , it bchoves her to' play her priſe in Chaſtity , as if ſhe were as vertuous, 
bh as fair, and aschaſt as lovely ; Wherefore exclayming , and ſtorming art this his laſcivious 


a violent er, and enraged violence, unskrews her ſelf forth his armes , and with a 
World Ffopoctkicall fighs and tears, flies to his Ponyard , which he had thrown on the 
Table, and unſhcathing it , vowes that ſh: will be a ſecond Lucretia , and*that if ſhe can- 
not kill him before he have defiled and defloured her - yet that ſhe will affuredly mur- 
therherſclf after; becauſe ſhe is fully reſolved , that her chaftity ſhall our-live her, not ſhe her 
chaſtity. A rcligious and Honourable reſolution of hers, if it had procecded from a chaſt 
"and fanftified hearc 3 bur alas, nothing leſs; for ſhe ſpeaks it out of ſabtilty, not out of Vertue, 
'out of Policic, no way out of Pietie ; de Salez by this time having wholly loſt his judgement 
- 3n the ſweet androſcat garden of her delicious complexion, vowes that he is now as deep» 
#4 in love with: her chafticy, as formerly with her beaury. When ſeeking to Ka jg her 
oler, and to pacific her Indignation , as alſo to givertruce to hisown thoughts , content 

' to' his defircs 3 he ſwears he is ſo farr from intending her any dilhonour , as' he - 
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rich himſclf with more thankifſcs, yea, to reap the fruit of his beaſily pleaſures, and obſcene- 


attempt and enterpriſe}, levclledat the d<floration and ſhipwrack of her Honour , ſhee with. 
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reſolved to do her all the henour of the World : Yea fo far, as If he pleaſe, he "reddy cone _—- 


cept her for his wife, proteſting, thar of all the niaydens'of the world;he defire $20be-t 
band to none but hee ſelf, and that the fanlt'ſhall be here, iFMe make hot" zords deedyi 
Hay having her chonghts tickled with delight, to hear chepleaſanc melody 6 theſe his (pgred © 
ſpeeches, doth thereat preſently bury her fiyhs , and drie” upther tears't" a7 tr throwing away. 
the Ponyard, and making him a moſt reſpe&full courtelis; and Fratefull reverence; (lic Slew o.. 
tended armes runnes to Kim, and hangs aboutthis'\neck , vowing that ſhe loves' mo mari in'the 44 
world but himſelf s and in conſenting to be her husband;ſhe will rl death Field, novenbnibe _ 
his faithfull witc in attending his pleaſures , but his obſervant handmaid,to receive andigbey + #3 
his commands : and ſo they interchangeably greet cach other with thanks ind Kiſſes; * 
ſhe knowing that hi» Father Argentier was both rich and eminent, ,anq her own. poor” 
farr inferiour rank, ths ſo politick and {ibtil in the managing of this her aff: fon as 
ſolved to make ſure work, and to do nothing by halfs * fo as knowing. that words.art. 
wind , and what de Salez promifeth hzc now, he may cirher forget or deriy to morrow, ſhevin= 
tends to catch at opportunities forelock, and fo with a ſweer and ingenious inlinuati6n, draws 
him to give hera D:amnd King in token of marriage, and the in exchange rethrns him aſmall 
Gold bracelet, which (hz wore upon her arm next her heare. And yet again confideritig/that 
his Father would very difticulelyCornever) be drawn to-conſent to this tniatch, ſhecanigivewo 
true content to her d{ltres, nor ſatisfaction to her,tear, before ſhe have united and: linkedihiny 
to her, in amore ſtricter and firmer bond of affurance z when'nor only feaſting , but as ie vete - 
ſarfetting him with variety of kiſſ:s, ſh: bethinks her felf of a Policy,Sas worthy of her witfor 
attempting, as of his folly tor pertorming,: for dirc& ing him her ſpeech ( which ſhe Seco 7 
pained with many amorous , yet difſembling ſmiles ) ſhe told him the would fururcly excited ns 
him in conſtancy,- and now outbrave him in affeQgon'; whentaking penand paper,' ſhe writts "_ 
him a fair promiſe, and firm affarance of her'felt nnto him(in the manner of a contrat)and'to 
make it the more powertull and authenticall, ſubſcribes her name and f3gn to ity and berwittc 
ſights and bluſhing , ſh: delivers it hin!; no way doubting, but rather affuring herſdlf, thathe 
would requitc her with the like curtefic and obligation, as indeed'the event anſwereththef de- 
fires and wiſhes: For De Salez having now no power left him to ſee by bis own eyes; a 
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by thoſe of his judgment, bur only by theſe of his intemperat paſlion , and paſſionate affe 

he is ſo farr from deſcrying (much leſs from ſuſpeting) her policy, as very imply | ot- 
ciſhly he artributegzicro the fervency of her affe&tion , the which heinterprets and entertain 
I know not whethec with more joy, or del:&ation; and ſo vowing not 'todyc ber' debror for 
Courteſie,'he very rathly, and inconfiderarly writes another to the ſame eff;&; and flyes ſo* 
from wit ordifcretion,as to {hw himfclt her ſuperiour inatf-&ion,as well as in ſex,he puipo! 
ly cuts his finger, and fo ficms his name thereunto withhis own bloud, and then with a million 
of kiſs dzJivers it her, vowing that her pleaſure ſhall be his law inthe accompliſhing cereofe 
only he prayes her for a time to be ſecret and filent herein, for that he fears he ſhall hardly draw 


his Father to conſent hereunto, the which ſhe very carteouſly grantshim's and ſo he 
ing in her beauty , and fhz in his wealch , he in her yoarh, and ſh: in his fimplic ty 
they for that time part , not doubting but *they ſhall ſhortly reap the fruies'© this 
matrimonial defires and wiſhes 3 for till then, ſhs ſwears ('though with an <quivocaring 
reſervation to forſwear herſelf ) ſh: will liveza moſt pure and unſpotred Virgin , at 
thar as the leaſt of her affcCtion and courtelie roward him, ſhall be ſfimiles, ſo the mot { 
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my of the firſt, and the glory of laſt matchz 
ha pineſs ; in the ficft his utter ruine and thip- 
ol feliciy : and ſo intermixing threats with 
deavoureth to perſwade him to leave La 11 ay, 
holly to difiaherit bim, and trom 
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TM,  ſtlooyer bk fooliſh vanity, and vain aff-Qion in himſelf towards his new contrated 
_— On 94> is ſo. great, and conſequently his filial obedience ro his Father fo ſmall, ag 
>0anding this his wholſom advitc and counſcll , he is {till reſolute and conſtant © pre- 
Wore Le Hay before Le Frange, the beauty of the one , beforc the deformity of theother , his f 
own-content betore his Fathers, and Soulanges eſtate and birth, before the great wealch ard 
noble exertion of De, Clugny : bur this raſhneſs, indifcretion, and ingratitude of his will coſt 
gy oy? Argentier.bave perfſe& intelligence and curious notice of his ſons familiaricy wich 
that fair yet lewd  Curtezan La Hay 3 no leſs hath Le Frange, who poor ſoul is fo deeply ina- 
6 &4 of de $alez, as the very firſt news and conceit, that another {hould injoy him, and not 
elf, for every grictand ſorrow, (he ſeems to drown her ſclt in the deluge ot hep tears. His 
4 Father is cholerick chervat , ſh: mournfall ; he incenſed, ſh: afflifted ; he inragrd, and ſhe 
nM. 4 and tormented : his paſſions and anger proceed from ſuſpition, that he ſhall fo ſoon 
rt bb. » in law in la Hay, her fighs and tears from fear 3 that ſhe ſhall (6 ſoon loſe her 


E-- ies I__ other Lover, hisſon.de Safez>. Again the argument of his choler , is 1a Hayes 

WM \fity and poverty , and the.cauſe of hEr difconſolation, de Salez his wealth and vertues : 

| —awre ſecs that Argentier hath no reaſqn to hope, that his ſon will marry her ſ(clf ,-ſach ig p 
Sg ty, and again, that he hath all che, rcaſons of the World, as well to doubr, as fear, 

ne! ey; wed Le Hay, ſuch is her beauty But fith de Salez will bear no more reſp=& ev 

L leave wetherefore his Father Argentiers paſſions, and la 
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"rors and his debrs are grownſoclamorous , and his reputation and lands fo neer tortciced , for 


Ws: . - + wap: of difingagings 2: toſecure the one, andto providefor the other , be knows no other in- 
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oyerouſneſs muſt redeem thy former prodigality, alas, «/a5,canft thou yer be ſo, Ft: 
thwtalior religious, that future murther ſhould cither occaſion or A” 
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But the Devill hath ſo farr prevailed with his impious reſolutions , that again he reſolvcs » De 
Sales, muſt dye : and yet thou thinkeſt poyſon as unworthy of him, as he is worthy of thy 
Sword ; ſo had thy laftreſolution been anſwerable to thy firſt,afſure thy ſelfthon hadſt made thy 


{If more happy, and not ſo miſerable : for as poyſoning was the invention of the Devill, and * 


is praiſed by none buthis agents; ſo this diſhonourable ou of honour to fight Ducls , was 
never inftituted by God, nor profeſſed by thoſe who really profeſs his Goſpell; yea, it is nog 
only trucly to diſhonour God, in ſecking falſely to preferve our own Hoxour and reputation, but 


we aſſuredly ſtab at the Majeſtie of the Creator, in ſecking to deface man his creature; and to 


aſe but a word, as it is repugnant both to Nature and Grace, ſo though it begin in the heat of 
paſſion and pleaſure, it many times terminates in Repentance, but ftill in true infamy and mj- 
{:rY. 

But V aumartins faith being ſo ſtrong with Sathan, and ſo weak with his Saviour, he will noe 
take a Law from Religion to give to his Envze, but rather takes one from his Envieto give to his 


Religion 3 and fo very prophanely and raſhly by his Lackey La Roſe, ſends De Salez this 
Challenge, 


VAUMARIN toD: SALE[Z. 


F thou ſeek the cauſe of my malice, thou mayeſt findit in the Lady La Franges affettion to thee, and 
| be: ed to my ſelf: wherefore hold it not ſtrange, that I now command my Pen to invite thee, «nd 
thy Sword,to meet me-to morrow on horſe-back without Seconds, twixt five &- ſix in the morning behind 
the Jacobins Gardex. Love and Valour thou knoweft , are never capable of much expoſtulationz as 
deftrous rather to be tryed in ation, than ſeen in words. Could that ſweet Lady , (who will not be 
mine,becauſe thou art hers)have affeed me moregor thee leſs,we might have proved as true friends,as 
n0w our reputations conjure us either to live or dye Honourable exemies. 


VAUMARTIN. 


De Salez having received and read this Challenge, doth not a little wonder at the Baron of 
V aumartins trange paſſion and reſolution, in ſending it him, cſpecially, fith hee knows that the 
motives and grounds of his malice were ſo unjuft and frivolous : ſo, how to anſwer him, as yet 
he knows not ; for as his generofity one way invites him co fight , ſo his diſcretion another way 
perſwades bim from it : Burt conſidering the poor efteem he makes cither of the Lady La Fren- 


ge,or her affc&ion,thinking it folly to fight without cauſe,and to hazard his life withour reaſon : 


he calls for Pen and Paper, and as a wiſe , yet valiant Gentleman, by his own Lackey, returns 
the Baron of Vaumartin this anſwer. 


DE SALEZ toVAU MARTIN. 


Have ſeen many Challenges, but none of the Nature of thine now ſent me : for to write thee the 

truth, the grounds and foundations thereof are unjuſt, falſe, or both 3 for bring but the eyes of thy 
Judgment , and not of thy paſſion , to be Fudge and Umpier betwixt us , and thou ſhalt both ſee and 
find,that I not only diſclaim the Lady La Franges affetion, but her ſelf z ſith Tap pertain to aniother , 
«nd ſhe ſhall never tome: 1 here ſhew thee my love through this true proſpe@ive of my beart; and 
which if it will not ſatisfie thy malice, then know that my weak alour is neither capable nor defirous 
of further expoſtulation than that my Sword is as willing to bring thee deeds , as thy Pen mas to ſeyd 
me words : for either ſingle , or with Second , either on foot,or TT will fill be ready to give 
reaſon to thoſe who will not reliſh, nor receive any but their own: and in thi 
I ſhall either live with Reputation, or dye with Honour. 


DE SALEZ ©: 


V aumartin having reccived and peruſcd this Letter of refuſall from de Salez, he out of the 
heat of his paſſion,and height of his folly, }reputes it rather to cowardiſe, than diſcretion in 
many? ſo _ courage _ revenge the wow inſulting and inflam'd thercat , he bending- his 

rawes ( as it Contempt and Envie ſate wreath'd in the furrows thereo ſpcedily again 
turns him his Lackey, with chis raſh anſwer. Jar GY "Ty :, 
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VAUMARTIN toDeSALEZ. 


pe, is to deny the light of the Sun in his brighteſt and hotteji Meridian 3 neither are th- gr ounds 
or foundations of my Challenge, eitker unjuſt or falſe z as thou in1hy falſe Proſpeliive, exveauoure 
eft to make me ſee or believe : for being ignorant who is thy Miltris , I know thou reſolve;t 10 make no 
Lady of the world thy wife but La Fravge, ſo as I cannot rightly uef ne, whether thy proceeding with 
me be more ſubtill or malicious , or to what end thou ſhouldejt at%emp; the one , or practice the other 
towards me, unleſs out of a premeditated reſolution and purpoſe, the: by to make thy glory the more 
#pparent and conſpicuous in my (hame : Wherfore ſth thy || riend{hip is fulſe to mee, I mujt\uay I will 
7% if thy valonr will prove true to thy ſelf , and whether the eff-&s of thy Swora, be as gieat in {ub- 
ftance, as the vanity of thy Pex depaints them, in ſhew, and oftentation : ſo my Challengs 2s till my 
Reſolution , and the performance thereof muſt be mine, except thou relo! veto ave with as much Infa- 
my , as the concluſion of thy Letter promiſeth, thou art reacy to ce with Reputation and Honour. 


4 : 4 
T Hy Anſwer gives mee no ſatisfaQion , ſith I know that to deny thy afſefticn to the Lady Li Fcan- 


VAUMARTIN. 


1 


. . De Sakz having reccived and run over this Letter, and ſceing that Vaumartin was ſi! wil- 
Full and reſolne to tight, thinks that he ſavuld degenerate from himſclf, his Blood, and Protc{- 
fion , if he did not now accept and anſwer<his his Challenge : wherefore calling for Vaumar- 
tins Lackey, he rounds him thus in the eare:3 Tell thy Maſter , that if T live, Twill not fail to 
hreak faſt with him timely ix the morning, according to his expeFation. Thus we ſee theſe two in- 
conſiderate Gentlemen agrecd, their match concluded, and nothing, but the nighe to hinder them 
from fighting , as it their glory conſiſted in their ſhame, and as if Nature'had never taughe them 
how.to preſerve their livcs,nor Grace , their ſouls. 

So the Morn pceepiag forth through the windows of Heater, as ſoon as the Sux with his 
gliſtcing beams began to ſalute th- Woods and Mounrains, our two reſolute Champions bravc= 
ly mounted, with cach his Chrurgzon, arc in the fi:]d at th: aflizi'd Rendevous z and firſt comes 
Vaumartin , and then immediatly De Satlez , when their Chirurgions pertorming the dutic 
and office:of Seconds, being ſome hundred paces ditt.ant , they give Spurs to their Siccds, and fo 
drawing their Swords, ſwiitly part , like two flaſhes of lightning each rowards other. At their 
firſt meeting 3 de Salez gives V aumartin the firlt tiurt in the right ſhoulder 3 and de Salez ang- 
.ther in requitail, in the right fide of the neck : when being b:th good Cxvaliers,(and well neer 
as equall in years as courag:s ) they turn ſhort, and then fall to ic again with bravery and reſoe 
lution, when again Vaumartia runs de Salez through his lefe Arm, ofa deep and wide wound, 
and he only fI:ightly cuts his ſhirt upon his Ribbs , giving him only a raze or ſcar, but as yer, 
both free from any danger of death , fo they mutually conſent to brearh : but their ambitions 
and courage of both fides , are ſo exaſperated and inflamed , as although they are all bloody, 
yet this will not ſuftice: fo they fall to it again, and in thiscloſe de Salez his horſe ſtumbles 
with him ; whereat Vaumartiz, (though a dwarf in ftature, yet notin Valonr and policy) 

itaking the advantage of this accident , gives him firſt a lick ore his pate, and chen runns him at. 
the ſhort Ribbs: but de Salez reigning up his horſe, proved favourable to him ; for by that 
mcans Vaumartins Sword metand glanced on a Rib, without doing him any farther hart. De 
Salez (ccing the redoubling of his wounds, begins to redouble his courave, and difdaining 
thus ro beout»braved and beaten by a P:gmey , he lyes home at V aumartin, and at their very - 
.nexccloſe, tans him thorow the body, ofa deep and mortall wound, a little above the Na- 
velil : whereat his Sword preſently falls out of his hand to the ground , and he immediacy like» | 
wiſe from his horſe ſtark dead , without having the Grace or happineſs, cither to callon, or 
name 6G:d. O what picty, what miſery is it, that a Chriftzax {houfd dic like a beaſt , having 
- neither power to pray , nor fclicity torep:nt. Thus we fee the Challenger killed , and he who 
would have murthred a ftranger » murthred himſclfby a ſtranger : a L:flon to teachothers to 
beware , by the Tragica/land mournfull end of this raſh Nobleman, De S2!ez ſeeing V aumar- 
tiz dead, praiſ:th G4, for his viftory 3 and fo Izaving his breatalcſs corps to his forrow- 
fall Chirurgie , he gallops away to the next Village , where he cauſeth his wounds to be 
_dre{izd, and irom thence provides for his ſafety. 
All Tholouſe rings and refounds of this diſafterous and Tragical accident : De Clugny is glad, 


that De Salez hath cſcaped death yet ſorrowfull that V aumartin is killed, in reſpect he my 
a.” F . c T £ 
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he undertook this quarrell for his Daughter La Franges ſake: who hearing that De S2leg 
wounds are no way mortall, infinitely rcjoyceth, and triumpheth thereat, flattering her 
{elf (though wich this falſe hope) that he aff.Cted her farr more dearer than he made ſhew of, 
or c]{e that he would never have tought wich Vanmartin for her ſake, nor have killed him bur 
for his own. And thus , though humanity made her grieve for Vaumariins death, yet that 
grief of hers was as ſuddenly converted into joy , when ſhe ſaw he received ir by the hand of 
De Salez, whom ſhz reſpe&:d and aff:&ed more dearer than all the: Gentlemen of the World. 

Now, as for his father Argentier, the life of his ſon likewiſe wiped off the remembrance of V an« * 
martins death , and yet it grieved him inwardly, thathe to whom he gave life , ſhould give 
death to another : and fare the more, in that this unfortunate accid:nt muſt now enforce him tg 
beg pardon from that grave Court of Parliament , for this  murther perpetrated by his ſon, ſich 
he had formerly ſo often pleaded for juftice againſt others , for the like crime and offence; but 
all theſe joyes of Argextier De Clugny, and his Duaghter La Frange, arc nothing to thoſ: of 
La Hay tor the life and viCtory of her dear De Salez : leaping as it were for meer content and 
pleaſiire, that ſh: ſhould ſhortly ſce, and injoy him for her Husband , and that God hath bath 
reſerved and pr:ierved him to crown her with the ſweetneſs of this deſired telicirie. 

Thus while La Frange and Ls Hay triumph and congratulate the return of De Salez, ſo Ar- 
gentier pablikely , and De Clugnt privatly, imploy their chiefeſt power, fticnds and authority, 
ro procure his pardon firſt from che King, th:n from the Parliament , wherot they are two 
famqus members; Which ar laſt, ( by the means and favour of the Duke of Ventadour ) they 
obtain. So thismurther of his, is remitted in Earth, butl fear m2 , will not be forgorcen in 
Heaven : for though men be inconſtant jn their decrezs, yet God will bz firmand upright, 
aſwell in the diſtcidution, as execation of his judZments. Men as they are men may erre, but 
as they are Chriſtians they ſhould noc 3 but God ( either to pleaſe or diſpleaſe them }) ncither 
can nor will. 

De Salez no ſooner hath eſcap:d this danger, but forgetting his former follics, and his Fa- 
thers advice and houſe, he again, in a manner voluntarily impriſoneth himſelf with his Mi- 
ſtris Lz Hvy in hers; whereac as his Father ftorms, ſo De Clugny and La Frange bite the lipz 
hoping that this good office in procuring him his pardon, would more ftritly have united him 
to her ſelf, and conſequemly ſequezſtred him from La Hay ; but nothing leſs , for he ſings his 
'old rune, and will rather run rhe hazard of his Fathers diſpleafure , than leave La Hay to take 
La Frange: whereat his Father eArgentzer reneweth his choler, and revives his indignation 
againſt him , as defiring nothing ſo much in this lite, as to ſee him maried to La Frange , bur 
he ſhall never livero ſee it; for there are too many dilaſterous accidents preparing to croſs and 

revent it. | 
: Whiles theſe things happen in Tholouſe , there berides an unexpeAcd and unwiſhed buſineſs, 
which muſt call away Argextierto Paris : For the Lords of the Privic Counſcll of France ha- 
ving received ſome informations and grievances againſt the body of the Court of Parliament of 
Tholouſe, command them ſpeedily to fend up ſome Deputics to anſwer ſuch matters as ſhall be 
obj:&ed againſt them; whereupon, the gravitie and wiſdom of that Court , in obedience to 
their ſuperiours, cle two Preſidents and four Counſcllours to undertake that journcy and bu» 


* fineſs, among whom De Clugay is choſen for one of the Preſidents, and Argentier tor one of 


the Counſellours ; as indeed their integritic and profound 1/:/dom and experiexce had made 
them eminent in that Court. As for De Clugny at his importunat requeſt (made to the Court) 
he was diſpenſed with, from that journey 3 by alleging that his Age and ſickneſs made him 
alrogecher unfit ro undertake it ; bur all the evafions and excuſes, which Argentier could 
make, could not ex2mpt him , bat he muſt needs ſee Paris. But firft, before his departure, 
he had a long and (erious conference with de Elugni , how to cffe& the ſo long defired match 
of his Son and Duwghter, the finiſhing whereof was referred till his return from Paris , which 
ſxcet news inflaitly rejoyced and delighted the young Ladic Le Frange, and the immediat 
night before he was to taks Coach , he calls his Son de Salez to him, and with a perſwafive 
and powerlall ſpeech , requeit:d him in his abſence to love la Frange, which he in & wr cerms 
proteſted and vow:d to his Fataer , he could not then he conjures him , never to marry. /z 
Hay, which likewiſe he would not grant 3 and to conclude, fith his Father could nor prevail 
in the two former, he commanded him upon his bleſſing, that he would never marry any.wife 
whatſozver without his conſent, the which indced de Salez could nor deny ,. but faithful 

promiſed his Faihzr; yea, and bound it with an oath, yer till hoping, that it was as/poflitb 

for himto draw his Father to conſent jhe ſhould marry {a Hay, as it was impoffible for his 
F:her ever to perſuade him to marry la Frange: and ſothatnight the Fathicr-rakes leave of | 


the ſon, and hz the next morning of his Father, wiſhing him a profperous journcy,and a ſpetdy 
| | returns 
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return : who ſaſpeCting , and fearing , that in his abſence, contrary to bis requeſts and prayers, 
his Sz would only abandon ls Frange to frequent la Hayz he being arrived tothe city ot Toures, 
thought himſclf bound in Nature , aſwell for his own content , as his ſons cranquillicy and 
proſperity, again to fignific him his mind in ſome few lines of advice and counſel}, and to feud 
it him by the ordinary Carrier to Tholouſe, which was then in that City, bound thither from 
Paris ; hisLetter ſpake thus , | 


ARGENTIER todeSALEZ. 


TT is out of a Fatherly , and ( as I may ſay )a religious care of thy good, that I now ſend thee theſe 
| Fs enſuing lines , for thy Youth cannot ſs that which my Age knows, how many miſeries are ſub- 
Jelt to wayt and attend on Vice, and how many bleſſings on Vertuc 3 if La Frange be not fair , yet 
(hee is comely , not contemptible > but ſith her defetts of Nature are ſo ricoly recompenced with the 
Ornaments of Fortune, and the excellencies of Grace 3 why ſhould thy affefion preferr La Hay before 
ber , who bath nothing but a painted face to overveil the deformity of her other vices ? If x wilt 
leave a Saint tomarry a Strumpet, then take La Hay, and forſake La Frangez but if thou wilt for ſake 
a Strumpet to takg a Saint,then marry La Frange,and leave La Hay; for look what difference there 
is between their births , thou ſhalt find ten times more between the chaſtity of the one, and the levirie cf 
the other : if thou eſpouſe the firſt, thou ſhalt figd Content and Honour 3 if the ſecond, ſhame and 
repentance: for I know not whether La Frange will bring thee more hapineſs, or La Hay miſery. This 
Letter ſhall ſerve as @ witneſs betwixt God, my ſe!f,,and thee ; that if thou perform me not promiſe 
and oath, I will deny thee my bleſſing, aud deprive thee of my lands. 


ARGENTIER: 


diſgrace his Miſtriſs , by the ſcandalous name of a ftrumpet , which he knows ſhe is not, and 
cherfore will never believe it; yea he vowes, that if it were any other in the World , who had 
offered him that intollerablc affront, he would revenge it , though with the price and perill of 
his life. Le Heyſperceiving this diſcontent and alteration of micth in him , but from what 
point of the Compaſs this wind proceeds,ſhe neirherknows,nor as yet can conceive: but withal, 
determineth to make the diſcovery:therof her greateſt Ambition , and not her leaſt Care 3 which 


ſhe now well knows it behoves her to do, fith ſhe finds de Salez lefs free, and more reſerved and * 


penfive in his ſpeeches, than accuſtomed. But when in vain ſhe had hereunto uſed many ſmiles 
and fetches, loc here falls out an unlook'd-for accident , which betraycs her the very pith and 

uintefſence of the Myſtery : For on atime, when he lay flumbring onthe table, ſhee as accu- 
Cres, diving into his cts for ſweet meats, orrather for Gold (of both which, he many 
times went well furniſhed ) ſhe finds his Fathers (aforcſaid) letter, which ſhe knew by the di- 
re&ion ; and fo flying into another Chamber, and bolting the door after her, ſhe there reads it 
both with grief and choler 5 when ftung to the quick, and bitten to the heare and gall , to ſee 
Her reputation and Honeur thus traduced and ſcandalized by the Father of her pretended Huf- 
band ; ſhe with tears and interjcAcd fighs and grones, flics back to de Salez, and holding the 
Letter in her hand, like a difſembling and impious trumpet as ſhe was, there ſhews it him,takes 
Heaven and Earth to bear witneſs of her innocency, and of the irreparable and extreme wrong 


his Father hath offered her, in ſecking to eclipſe the Glory of her chaftity, which ſhe ſwears ſhe 
will bear pure and unſpotted, not only to his bc4, but to her own Grave. But Alas, alas,thele 


are the effe&s and paſſions of difſimulation, not of truth z of her prophaneneſs , not of her picty, 
which time will make apparentto ge Salez; though now her beauty and tears be fo predomi- 
nate with his judgment and folly, as he cannot, becauſe he will nor, ſee it : So being till as con- 
ſtant in hisſorriſhneſs, as ſhe in her hypocriſic, he gives her many ſweet kiſſes , and with a Ca- 
talogue of ſaugred words , ſeeks ro appeaſe and comfort her, whom he hath farr more reaſon to 
ex:crate and curſe. But for her part, her heart is not ſo afflifted, for remembring herſelf , fill 
her wits are her own, and ſo remembring the conclufion of the letter, and fcaring that de Ss- 
tez his promiſe and oath to his Father, might infringe and contradi&t his to her, ſhe tells him, 
that her love is ſo fervent and infinite rowards him, as ſhe can give no intermiſſion, nor truce to 
her tears, before he reveal her his oath and promiſe, which his Fathers letters informed her he 
had formerly made him. 

De Salez; _=_ himſelf put to ſo ftrift an exigent and puſh, doth both bluſh for ſhame , and 

in look pale for anger, whenfor a ſmall time, irreſolute how to bear himſclf in a matter 


this di 


o 
k ”. 


De Sales; having received this his Fathers letter in Tholouſe 4 exceedingly gricves to ſee him * 


t Nature, wherin he muſt cither violate his obedience to his Father , or infiogs 
« | is. 0. 


;are ſharp and ſevere in their d:ftgnes , and ſudden and malicious in their ex:cution hating 


reſearch and inquiry thereof , ſhe is art laſt advertiſed, that there is an old Ttakan 


Ppromilz of fore of, Gold.) ſends away for Michaele from Mompellier , whoin hope 
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his fidelity and honoggto his Miſtriſs ; hc at laſt (conſulting with folly, | ſere 
and wich Vanity, not wich' Judgement) doth fo adore her beauty, and' con bohg 
as he ſottiſhly reveals her his oath, given his Father (Verbatim asweha 


% 4 


For ſweet La Hay(quoth he ) come what will, cwo moneths ſhall neverpaſsgereÞFmarcry thee; 
when ſcaling his ſpeeches wich many kiffes, our hypocriticall afflicted Gemlewomen is preſent 


again come to her (elf, and injall outward appearance , her diſcontent arc removed; her-cho- 


ler pacitizd, her tears exhaled, and her fighs evaporated and blown away, © 459 
But all chis falſe, like herſelf, and treacherous like her beauty ; For this letter of Argentier 


to his ſony and his promiſe and Oath to his Father, hath afted ſach wonders in her heart, and* 


imprinted ſuch extravagancies in her thoughts, as ſhe cannot eafily remove orfu | 
difhculrly forget or deface it, whatſoever ſhe ſpeak or makeſh:w of to the contrary; for thus ſhe 
reaſoneth with her ſelf : That her whoredomes arealready revealed to Argentier, and: 


thing {h: knowes, may likewiſe be diſcovered to hisſon, how mw ſpever ſhe gicher a& or | 


conceal them.. That La Franges deſcent, wealth, and vertues, will in the end over-priſe 
weigh down her mean extraction, poverty and beauty z and in the end, that the wiſdom ef-the 


: 


Father,will infallibly triumph over the folly of the ſon, «xcepr her policy interpoſe , andher-- 
vigilancy prevent it 3 which to prevent and cff:&, ſhe ſees no other obſtacle to her contentmnor.. * 


barre to her preferment , but only La Frange : for, queth ſhe, if Lo Frange ſhincin the firma* 
ment of De Salez aff.&ion, La Hay muſt fer; or it Le Hay will ſhine, Le F range maſt ſet: 
again, if (h= fall not, 1 cannot ſtand; and if ſhe ſtand, 1muſtneeds fall; and as the Skic is not 
capable of two ſuns , ſo both of us cannot ſhine in the Horiſon of his heart and thoughts at 


once : exceptthus, that Lz Hay may live to ſee Le Frange his wife, and her ſelf his Strumperz 
when burning with falſe zcal ro De Salez, and true invererate malice to La Frange, ſhe forget-- 


ting God , ſwaps a bargain with the D:vill, that Le Frenge muſt firſt go to her grave, cre Le 


Hay come to his bed, and fo reſolves to facrifiſe her as a V iGo to her malice andicaloufes, and 
to ſand her out of this world in an untimely and bloody Coffir, Helliſh Aphoriſmes, lafernall 


Poſitions, odious to Earth, and exccrable to Heaven. 


For wretched and impious ſtrunſpet, wile thou needs not only gallop, but flyero hell, and; 
' ſoredouble thy crimes purpoſely to redouble thy torments; as firſt of Whoredomy then of- 
Murther 2 Wrertched, yea thrice wretched woman, how darcf thou ſte Earth, orchink of Heas: - 
'ven 3 when thy afted crimes are ſo odious, 'and thy pretended ones ſo monſtrous; as thou des 
ſerveſt to be ſhuc forth of the one, and ſpucd our of . the other? For alas, confider what this: 


poor Genlewoman hath done to thee, that thou ſhouldeft do this toher. 3 She bears the in 
of God , and wile thou therefore bear that of thedevill to deſtroy her. Ah'me, where is thy 


| gion, thy conſcience, thy foul ; chat rhou wile thus helliſhly-imbarh thy hands in her blouds: hy : 


and i nbfue thy heart in her murther ? It it be not that her vertues cry fic on thy vices, thow 


haſt no reaſon in Niture, and lI:fs in Grace, to attempt a deed ſo Tragicall an a&- fo inhun - 


mane and' cxecrable : Bur reſt afſured, that if chou proceed and finiſh this infernall and bloudy 


ſtratagem of chinc, although thou chance go unpugiſhed ofmen, yer the Lord/(in bis due time). 


will ind thee out, and both ſeverely ſcourge and ſharply revenge andchaſtize thees 
Thc: cti-Qs of malice, and revenge in men, arefinicc, in women infinjte; theirs may have 


bounds and ends , but theſ- none, or at leaſt, ſcJdom and difficultly : for havingronceſconcei= 


ved theſe two monſters tn their fancafics and brains , they longrill they are. delivered and dife 
burthened of them ; and fo to bring their abortive ifſae ro perfeCtion , they (for the molt part) 
all 


delayes , fo it be not to do evil: So chis our bloody and vicious Strumpet Le Hiy,, is reſolute 


to advance, and not to retyre in this diabolicall bufineſs of hers. Ofall kind of violent deaths, 


ſhe thinksnone either ſo ſure And ſecret as poyſonz whether fh: conſider the manner, or the 
matter : If ch? Devill himſelt had mot invented this unparalleld cruelcy , his 


bers had never known how to have adminiſtred and praRiſed it. But having. reſolved on the 


drug and ingredient, ſh: now bethinks her ſelf of ſome helliſh Emperick or Fator of Hill; ro _ 


apply and give it her , and her inveterate and implacable hatred making her curijoug inthe 


Emperi k in 
Mumpellier , tearmed $8. Baruardos Michaele,who is his Arts maſter in that i "c | 
when wholly concealing th s myſtery and. bufinefs from De Salez, fhr by a ſecond ol naaype * 1 


d 


packs up his drugs and trinkets, and within three day arcives at T; hbolouſe 3 where ſh: thinks no 


Where ſo fic and ſecret as the Church to conſult and reſolve on this bloody buſineſs; the hour” 


. : # D 


it) adding withall, chat fhe hach far morereafon to rejoyce, thangk | :; uk 3 Thars title 
_ ſhall eancell his ſaid late promiſe and oath to his Father, panty ond Ce his former to het: 


agents and mem» © 
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x mom, and the place the Corseliers (or Grey Fryers Church , 2ppointed 


Ix nbewix them, where they both .mcer , but ({h7 (che better (© diſguiſe her 


wo 
- 
- 


, 
SS» 
j 4 
x iQ 1 yy 
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E heeyes of the World)wraps her ſelf abour in a great furred cloak,-and muffles 
pſelfup adich.a large Goyf of Velvet, and arich Taffara Scart over it , as if ſhe were ſome 
_ grave andreverend+old Marron; fo being brought to each others preſcnce, they being both 
- olvtheir-kneesg; he-to his: book., and ſhe to her Beads, {h: propoſerh him the poyſoning of 
LaiFrange,. daughter to the Preſident de.Clugay, for the which ſh: promiſeth ro give him three 
handred Crowns of the Sun to perform'it 3 whereof hz ſhall now Have one in hand, and 
the ocher. gwo when he hath diſpatched her. Aichaelelike a limb ot the D-vil, being deeply 
inJove, and allured with this Gold, undertakes it; when {wearing {-crecy, and wirhall ro per= 
form it within. ten dayes,, ſhe gives him the hundred Crowns tycd up in tier kandxercher, and 
ſo forthat timethey part. . 

-Geod Gd, whar prophanc Chriſtians, what monſters of Natrre, and D-vil+ ir carnat by pro- 

mare theſc, thus to pollute & defile the Church ordain'd tor praycr,with the price and;fale 
innocent blood , a moſt prodigious and helliſh impiety , fince there is no fin {o ofious or exe» 
crable' to God, as that which is masked with piety, and overveyled with the cloak of ſanity. 
i And what a damnable young Strurypet, and old villain are they , in foholy a place to treat 
*..4 andiconclude fo helliſh a bafineſs? but beware, for the Sword and Arrow of Geas jutt revenge, 
| and revenging Juſtice, threatens ye with no leſs than utter confution and deſtruction. 

»Le' Hay infinitly glad of this agreement, returnes from the Church, and Mick ale as glad of 
her Sold, (being intormed of La Franges dcformity, and to loſe no time) grips away towards 
Preſident de Clugny his houſe, taking that for a fic occafion toafſay ro make his Daughter be- 
come his Paticnt, and he her Emperick: who flceringly infinuating , and «krewing himſelf 
into his knowledge and acquaintance, (in which profcſhion the Empericks and Moumntebanks of 
Italy, com: no way ſhort, but rather cxcecd all other Nations of the world ) he profers him 
his beſt ſervice and skill, to redreſs and reform the body of che young Lady his Daughter, ad- 
ding withali(thercby to add the more belicf and credit to his ſpzeches,) that he is ſotarr from 

iring or doabting,as he is very epnfident thereof: and in the phraſes aud myſteries of 
his profeſſion , gives him in outward appearance many-inward and plauſible reaſons to induce 
him: to believe ir., The good old Prefident,who preferring thc cure of his Daughter before any 


ignorant that the Mountebanks and Charletans of Italy , are Confin germans to the Alcumiſts 
oft Fraxce., whopromiſe to make Gold of drofs, and yet only bring forth drofs for Gold,:he 
holds is fit to take a conſultation of the learnedit Phyſicians, and expert Chirurgions of the City, 
liereanto Michaele willingly conſents; ſo they fir, b:ing fix innumber , Michaete delivers them 

is reaſons to redreſs the deformity of this young Ladies body ( the Preſident her Father being 
preſent )whoſe reaſons are heard, and controvertced of all ſides betwixr them 3 the concluſion 
is, four arc of opinion that this cure is repugnant to the grounds of Phyſick , and the principles 
of Ehirwrgery, and ther:fore impoſlible to be eff:Qe4 3 the other two arc ofa contrary judge= 
ment, and held ir tcaſablc, and chat many times God blefſerh the Art and labours of a man, not 

anly beyond exp<Ctation, bur alſo beyoniti hope and reaſon : ſo De Clugay (ecing thar theſe two 

with Michaele-were three againſt four , he in reſpect of the tender (care and afteftion he bore 

his Daaghter , reſolves to imploy him, and givcs him an hundred donble Piſtollers in hand 
roattempt its with promiſe of as much more when he hath performed it ; whercot this mif- 

crcant and/helliſh Emperick Michaels being cxcecdingly glad , he betakes himſclt ro his buſineſs, 

viſits the-young Lady , who promiſcth him to redouble her Fathers ſum, if he make her body 
firaighr:; when to reduce his impious contemplation, into infernall ation, he ourwardly ap» 
plyethPlayſters and Scar-cloths to her body, and inwardly adminiſtreth her pils and potions, 

* anf(Ogriefto write it):h:rein infaſcth deadly poyſon, which he kno: vs at the end of ten dayes 
= will afſiredly make a divorce berween her body and foul, and ſofend thar to che death of rhis 
- world, and this to the life of that to come. So this ſweer and innocent Lady ( withing good 
FF. rtoherſcif, and hurtto none in the World) firſt finds a giddineſs and ſwiniming in hcr head, 
2, and within ſome fix dayes after (in which time: the poyſen had diſperſed it ſelf rhroughont all 
> theveinsandpores of her body) :nany ſharp grips, and bitter throwes and Convulftons, 


be:of good comfort, and that the more pain and grief ſhe ſuff-rcd , the better and ſpeedier hope 
there was of hercare , butyct inwardly in his devillifh heart, knows that the poyſon cff-Ctually 
oprrar-d acd wrought with h:r as he defired and expe6tecd and. chat by theſe infallible fignes 
and improv, hisparient 'drewincer towards the period of her. end. Whereupon he repairs 
_  Gexctly to La Hay, and bids her provide the reſt of his mony ; for that La Fraxge could not 


*> : 
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Look ih. 


' a hly reſpe&, having heard of Mzhaeles time, bcgins to reliſh his reaſons, and yer not 


 wheredt her Father prieves, and ſh: weeps3 only that gracelcſs villain her Emperick, bids them. 


poſſibly | 
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' loves3 To which end Argentier writes away with all ſpeed to Tholouſe for his Son' De Salttto 


poſlibly live two daycsto an end ,- wherar ſhe triumphing and rejoycing with- | 
again promiſceh it him : and indeed the helliſh Art of this execrable *Emperick Gorinetne 
deceive him, though in the end, the malice of the Devill higDoftor will; for Juſt'aschek 


day was«<xpircd , this harmleſs ſweet young Lady dice, ro the. incomparable and: un ble 


grief of the good old Preſident her Father 3 for that ſhe was he Staff of hisape} "and 'the cliief 
and only comfort of his life, who diſconſolatly and mournfully ſeemed 'to drown himfelf in 
cearshereat , curſing the hour that he firſt ſaw this accurſedEmperick\Michaele, ko ker 
robbed him of hisonly joy and delight, of his dear and ſweet Danghter Lo Frnvige: - -Butxhis 
murdrous Michaele having learnt of the D-vill eo fear no coloaurs, means riot toſte a fo6t Or 
Tholouſe , and fo ſends privatly for La Hay, of whom he craves the pzrfortnarite of hey promife, 
for that (quoth he) he had performed his. Why (quoth Lo Hay) is that crookebackt'dwa 
La Frange dead? She is gone {quoth Michaele) to her eternallreft : when Lay Hay not ableti 
retain herſelf for exceſs of joy, runnes to him, gives him the 6thec handred Crowns, t6pcrher 
with many kiſſes, which take (quoth ſh: 4s a pledge of my continuall good will towards thee, 
when again ſwearing ſecreſte, they both take leave each of other,znd parts: HESFS 
The news of La Franges death, ratleth and reſoundeth over all Tholoyſe, tier Kinsfolk grieve 
at it, her friends lament it, and all who cither knew her, or-her/ fame, bewayle it, only De Sa4 
lez,and exccrable La Hay excepted,who knowing her to have been the only ſtop and hinderance 
of their marriage, they are ſo raviſhed with joy hereat,as they ſeem to conteſt and envycach-o- 
ther , who ſhall ficſt bring the news hereof cach to other : yea, the exceſs of De Sales his joy 
as boundleſs , as that of La Hayes delight , ſo that he ſeems to flye to ber Fathers houſe , where 
ſhe with out-ſpread armes receives and entertaines him; and'there they mutually congratu- 
late cach other for this her death, he 4ffirming, and ſhe belicving, that La Frange being gone'td 
Heaven, it ſhall not be long cre the Charch make them man: and wife on earth. In the mean 
time , he being wholly ignorant of her poyſoning, and yer the old Preſident her- Father, 
and the reſt of her friends ſuſp<Qing it, they cauſe her. body tobe'opened : and iaFrhony 


they find no dire poyfon, yet remarking a lictle kind of yellow tinfture-on'herheart and liver, 


as alſo ſome (hew thereof through her frozen. veins, They cauſe Michael: to be appreherided 
and impriſon:d, and fo procure a D=cree from: the Parliament to have him rack*d : At the 
news whereof, La Hay is excremely tormented andiperpl:x:d , as well foreſecing arid knows 
ing , thather lifc lay at the mercy of his tongue : whercfore to fortifi his ſecreſicy and'there2 
by to ſecure her own fear and danger , ſh: by a confident friend of his, ſends him a hundred 
French Crowns more, and promiſcth Him to give him a rich Diamond worth as mach againz 
who (as before) being extremely coverons, and the D-vil (reſembling himſelf) Rill 


, 22808 

| ng 

_ to him on that tiring which moſt delights him, his heart is ſo dzvillifhly 'obdurated hu + 
fortitude ſo armed and prepared, as his paticnce and- copſtancy not _ indures , blit cit= 


bravcs the cruelty of historments , and ſo he is acquicted of this his pretended crime :-biit her 
hath not as yet made his peace with God. \ hs 
And now is De Salez reſolved to make a journey to Paris, to draw his Fathers conſent won 
he may marry La Hay ; butthe wiſdom of the Father ſhill anticipate the folly of che Sonxfor 
he having heard in Paris of La Franges death, and ſtill fearing, that becauſe of his frequent fa» 
miliarity wich that Strumpes Lay Hay , he will in the end marry her, ' He in Paris buyes'a 
Caprtaines place for him in the Regiment of the Kings Guard , and likewiſe dealt withia vety 
rich Counſcllour of that Court of Parliament, nam:d Monſieur De Brianſon', that his Son tia 
marry his eldeſt Daughter Madawoyſelle de Pleſs , a very ſweet arid fair young Gentlewortip 
and the old folks are already agreed on all conditions , only ic reſts, thatthe young ,, feewand 


- 


come upto him, who before he had received his Fathers Lecter , ( as we have formerly vindze- 
ſtood) was ready to undertake that journey : La Hay infinicly fearfull and jealous to loſe het 
Preys with Crocodile tears in her cycs, and Hyene aſpzfs in her looks , informs- De: Saks y that 

: feareth that his Father hath provided a wif: for him in Paris, but he vows and ſwears tohery 
that neither his Father, nor the whole world , (hill make him marry any other thari her' felf; 
and (o after many embraces and kiſſ:s , he takes hoiſe and leaves Tholouſe. was 


x 


B:ing arrived at Paris, his Father v-ry jozfu'ly bids him welcome, and referrs to confere 
wich him till the nexe morning; buc ſuch is De Salez raſh1:(6 and folly, as he hath: ko ſooner 
ſupped in company of kis Father , but hz prayes to ſp:ak with him. When the ſervants yoy- 
ding the Chamber, he cargeſtly and humbly be(cecheth him, ficythat Le Fringe is dead, 
will now be pleaſed char he may marry La Hay , whom, quoth hes 1 only affeft and 'Tove bes 
fore all the maids of che World : His Father exceedingly incenſed heroly"POwenatLat ihe Had 
Wt r 
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| rather ſee him fairly buricd in his Grave, and that of all the females of the World, he ſhall noe 


marry Le Hey : and fo for that night they betake themſelves to their Beds ; the Father grieves 
with his Sons folly , the Son wi Fathers averſneſs, The next morn Argentier cals for 
his:Son. When the doores ſhut , be bids him ſhut his eyes to his fooliſh familiarity with Le 
Hay :'and now to'open them to the preferment he hath purchaſed him , and fo relates Him 
how he bath- procured him the honour of a Eeptaizes place, in the Regiments of the Kings 
Guard, as alſo a very fair young Gentlewoman for his wife , tcarmed Madamoyſelle De Pleſſic , 
the cldeft Daughter of Monfieur De Brianſon, one of the richeſt Counſellors of Paris : Bur De 
Salez having his cycs and thoughts wholly fixed on Le Hay, with a diſcontentcd Took, returns 
his Father this perverſe and diſobedient replic. 
-  Thathe will not accept of the Captaives place, nor once fee De Pleſſis , but that he is con» 
reſolved , cither to wed La Hay, or his grave; whercat his Father is ſoc xcremely incen- 
ſed, as with much paſſion and choler, he commands him henceforth, not to dare fo much as to 
name him Le Hay, ſwearing by his Saviour, that if he do, for his obſtinacy and diſobedience, 
he will difinheric him, as indeed he might , having himſelf purchaſed three parts of his Lands 
and revenews » through his care and induſtry in his profeſſion, and ſo in much diſcontent and 
choler leaves him, going to his Coleagues of Tholouſe , who are already wayting and attending 
his comming. 

De Sales is all on fire at this his Fathers bitter reſolution againſt him, and tormes and fumes, 
notonly beyond che bonds of reaſon, Religion, and humanity , bur alſo beyond himſelf. For 
fich Le Hay is his ſole delight and joy, and that his Father hath vowed he ſhall never marry her, 
his aff:Xion to her makes him reſolve to diſpatch his Father, yea , his head conceives ſuch 
murtherous thoughts , and his heart attrafts, and afſumes ſuch degenerate and devilliſh blood 
againſt him, that like anfex<crable wretch , and a helliſh Sonzdifdayning to rake Counſel from 
God, and therefore taking it from the Devill bis bloody Tutor and Abettor, he vowes he will 
forthwith rid his hands of his Father , and chat he will therefore ſend him into anather world, 
becauſe he would give him no content in this. 

Oh wretched monſter of Nature, Limbof the Devill, nay a very Devill thy felf , thus to re- 
ſolve to take his life from him chat gave thee'thine 3 Foul ſtain of mankind, bloody Paracidi- 


ous miſcreant, can no teſpe either of thy naturall and filiall obedience to chy kind and dear 


Father , or of his white haires, and venerable old age, reftrain thee? or no confideration of 
thy conſcience or thy foul, of Hcaven or Hell deterr thee from this bloody , inhuman, and 
damnablc delign of thine, in laying violent hands on him ? O me , where ar: thy thoughts, 
where thy ſenſes , where thy heart, thy ſoul, ro a& ſo cxecrable and infernall a Traged:e,on him 
without whom thou hadft not been ! on thy Father , whom by the Laws of Heaven and Earth, 
thou oughteſt both to love, honour, reverence and obey. 

But De Sales being reſolute in this inhumane rape , and implacable malice and fury, watch- 
eth how he may take time at advantage, to cff:& and finiſh this his bloody buſineſs, and one 
night after ſupper, hcaring his old Father complain that he found himſclf not well, and com- 


manding his Clark De Buiſre,very carly in the next morning to carry his water to Dotfor Sales: 
pi, a famous Phyſician, whoſe Chamber was far off, in the place Maubert , he himſelf lying in 


Grennelles ftreet , De Salcz thinks this a fir opportunity to diſpatch his Father , the which, 
O a thouſand pricfs and. pittics to ſpeak of , he accordingly performecth. For the mom 


fl:ep cill he return 3 His watchſull and murthcrous Son, having purpoſ-ly made himſelf ready, 
and through the key-holc and cranics of the Chamber door, eſpying his Father {I:cping, he in- 
tends that rhis (hall be his Iaſt fleep : When ſoftly ftealing into his Chamber, he (incouraged 
and animated by the D:vill) and approaching his bed, as cx<mpt of tear or grace , wich-ut any 
more delay or circumſtance, Rifles his Father betwixt two Pillows 3 when leaving him breath- 
lefsin his bed, his face.cxpoſcd tothe ayr , and the door ſhut, gocs down, gives the Maſter of 
the houſe the good morrow, and fo trips away as faft as he can, to the'ſfign of the Swan within 
Saint Hoxoryes Gate; and from thence rides away to Saint Clow, (two leagues diftant from Pa- 
ris)to ſee Gondies Gardens, Fountains, and houſe wher:in that cx:crable and damnable Faces 
bine Fer» Jaques Clement,murthered Hezry the third King of France , but wir': an intent to re- 
tarn to his Fathers Lodging immediatly after dinncr, and to plcad ignorance o: the f-&, and 
witball, if occafion ſerve, to ftand upon his innocency,and juſtification, as indeed he did. Now 
his Fathers Clark Ds Buifſge returning in the morning from D>Qbr Salepix , entring his ma- 


ters Chamber, finds him ftark dead, and almoft cold in his Bzd : whereat he makes many out- 


crics and grievous cxclamations; the manof the houſe hereat aſcends the Chamber, infinitely 


laments 


appearing, his Father having ſent away his Clark with his water, and betaking himſelf to. 
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laments, gricves at this ſorrowfull accident and (| veftacle, vowes to De Buiſſe that he ſaw none, 


whoſoever in his houſe, much leſs in his Maſters Chamber, and that his Son Monſieur de Sales, 
departcd as ſoon as he himſelf 3 they ſcarch his body , and find it no way woundcd , fo they. be-, 
lieve and reſolve that ſome ague hath carricd him away; yct they hold it rather wiſdom than, 
folly to acquaint the Lieutenant Criminal! therewith , fcaring left he might after ſuſpeR either 


violence or poyſon;z So he comes, conferrs with his Son De Salez, with his Clerk De Bui e, 


and with the man of the houfe , he viſits the dead Body , finds only his head ſomewhat ſwol len, 
which his Phyſicians athirm, may be his ftriving and ſtruggling with death. When the Licute- 
nant , out of his zeal and integrity to Juſtice, having informed himſclf of DuQtor Salepin of de 
Buifſyes bcing wich him, as alſo from Saint Clou of bis Son De Salez, being there timely in 
the morning , and withall , thathis Trunks were all ſafe, and nothing wanting, they baniſh all, 
ſuſpicion , and without farther enquiric , or doubt, commend the dead Corps co the Graves 
whoſc Funcrall,with exceriour ſhew of excreme grict and ſorrow, De Salez pertorms in Paris , 
with all Deceucie and Decorum, anſwerable in all reſpcRs to his Fathers rank and qualicy. Bur 
we {hall ſhortly ſee this mask of his devilliſh Hypocrifie pulled off , and this inhuman paricidz 
of his , boch ſhamctully, and ſharply revenged}, by che juſt judgment and finger of God : The 
manner isthus. 

This harmlcfs and innocent old Father Argentier, is no ſooner laid in his untimely grave,but 
his blondy and exccrable Son De Salez, within cight dayes after leaves Paris , and returnes to 
Tholouſe 3 where alrcady this ſorrowfull news is diſperſed and divulged , being for his vertizs 
and integticy of life, generally bewailed of the whole City , only gracrlefs and impudcnt La 
Hay triumphs hercat, and her veric heart and thoughts dance for joy hereof ; ſh: welcoms home 
her De Satez with a World of ſweet and ſugred kifſ:s, who as glad of her preſence, returncs 
her them with a plencifull and prodigall intereſt; but his lufttull love to her is ſo fervent, and 
his folly in himſelf fo perverſe and obſtinate , as he hath ſcarce the paticnce, much lefs the re- 
{pet and modeſty to wear blacks for his Father ſix weeks, bur caſts them off, takes on gaudie, 
and Scarlet Apparrell, and very ſolemnly marrics La Hay. Wherby in refpeCt of the incqua« 
lity of cheir deſcents and means 3 but eſpecially, of her whorith conditions , he makes himſelf 
the laughter and May-game of all Tholouſe. | 

But good God, whar a prodigious and hclliſh match is this , ſich man and wife, and both 
are Martherers.  O cx:crable and miſcrable wretches, O bloudy and impious miſcreants, for 
ſure it this marriage of yours prove happy , 1 may boldly and truly ſay , there will never any 
prove unfortunate and miſcrable, For alas, alas, what do thoſe impious and damnable crimes 
of theirs deſerve and portend , but miſery, raine, and confuſion of all ſides? neither ſhall the 
curiofity of our enquiry carry us far, bcfore we ſee it ſurprize and befall them. 

For before they had been fully marrycd three Monerths 4 De Salez reaping his deſires, and: 
ſeafting himſclf with che pleaſures of her youth , he dirc&ly, contrary xo his bop.s and cxpecRta- 
tion, 1s Enforced to ſee and know, that which before he would have thought never to have 
known or ſcen : for chinking his wife to have been a modeſt and chaſt Diana, he now ſees (he 
ia debauſh:d Layis 3 yea, his miſery is ſo great, as he needs no ſp.&acle to ſeeythat ſhe daily 
makes him a Knight of the Forked Order; and almoſt every hour, deſpight of his care and jca- 
loufi: , claps a Cuckows Feather in his Hat 3. which to prevent and remedy, he firſt admini- 
fireth requeſts and perſwaſions, and then complains tother Father 3 But theſe are too weak rea- 
ſons,and roo gentle motives, to prevail with fo inſatiable a Strumper ; fo as he is conſtrained 


} toadd threats to his requeſts, and in the end blows to his threats. Bt as ir is impoſſible for the 


Leopard to change his skin, and the Athiopian his hew, ſo de Salez ſees ic labour loſt to think 
toreclaim his wite from her beaſtly fin of Adultery, whercin (notwithſtanding all that poſſibly 
hecan do) ſhe tekes ſuch a delight and habit, as by this time ſhe is grown ſo ex:remely _ 
dent, as when h:r Husband is at home, ſh: is abroad ranging; and he is no ſooner abroad , but 
ſh: is inſtantly at home rcevelling with her Ruffizns : Yea , ſhe is grown to thac height of obſce- 


Jbity, as ſh: contemins and ſl:ights her Husband 5 that whether he be abroad or at home, ſhe will 
Play the whore before his fac- with open doors; which although it be rao late for him to re- 


medy, yet it bites him to the heart, and grievs him to the gall ; and now it is that hea thouſand 
times thinks of his Fathers advice and connſell in forſaking tier; and as often wiſheth he had fol- 
lowed it. Now ic is that his unnaturall marthicring of his Farhergthunders forch horrorgterror,8 
repentance to his foul and guilty conſcience 3 and now it Is that he withed from his hcartg/thac 
he had been blind whea he firſt ſaw her , & fairly laid in his grave,before he lay with her in bed. 
Bitcheſe his complaints and gricfs,bring him only vexation aud miſcries inftcad of comfort 3 
brnow he urcerly deſpairs, and fecs rio hope © _ wives tcformiation  Whereupon o _— 
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_ fomeDivinexdeal with her in Prifon about the ſtate ofher ſoul , whom they find infinit) 
. . obduratcd through the vanity of her youth, and the temptations of the Devill 3 bur tl 


ſcererly thanaged by him, bur the Strumpet his wife hath preſent notice and inckling thereof, 
whereupon ſecing her Huzband exceeding rich, both in Lands , Coyn, Plate, and other rich 
houſhold-ftuff, ſhe vowes not to quit her great Joynter, ſhare and intereſt hereof thus. But be. 
fore he had inrolled his ſute in the Spirituall Court, or any way ventcd his own ſhame, and hiy 
wives infamy in publike, ſhe like a true Courtiſan, and debauthed Strumper as ſhe was , vowey 
to prevent him Nak would prevent her, and to ſend him to his death , that would ſeck to di. 
vorce her; and in reſpe& ofhis jealouſic and malice, that as ſhe had formerly poyſoned Ly; 
Frange for her Husbands ſake, ſo ſhe would now murrher him for her own. 

But miſcrable and cxccrable wretch , Oh to what a monftrous height and huge ſum will all 
theſe thy beaſtly ſins , and bloudy cnormities atiſe and amount unto ? But Luft, Malice and 
Revenge, like three infernall Furics, fo poſſeſs and preoccupate her ſenſes, as ſhe will not re- 
tire, till ſhe hath ſent her Husband unto another world in a bloudy winding-ſheet. To which 
end, watching the time when moſt of her ſervants were gone abroadto gather in the Vintage, 
ſhe ſoftly opening her Husbands Chamber door , Rtcals in, and finding him ſoundly ſleeping,ap- 
proacheth his Bed, when drawing forth a Raſor from her ſleeve, which ſhe had purpoſely pro- 
vided, ſhe with an implacable and damnable malice fteps to him, and cuts his throat, ſpeaking 
only theſe words to her ſelf , Loe here the reward of thy Jealoufie; when throwing the Knite , Jn, 
her outward Taffata Gown into the houſe of Office, ſhe leaving him weltring in his bloud, 
very ſecretly conveyes her ſelf thorow the Gallerie to the Garden , where her Waiting-Gentle- 
woman attends her, and ſo hics away to the Church, thinking with a wretched impietic to 
cloak this her ſecond murther , as her former, under the veil of Religion and piety 3 but her 
hopes, and the Devill that gave them her, will now deceive her. 

De Salez her Husband ſtriving and ftrugling for life againſt the pangs of death; fcar and 
haft {contrary to her intent and mind) had ſo made his murtherous wifes hand fhake and 
tremble, as ſhe'did not ſo fully cut his throat-bole, bur he could yer both cry and groan, which 
he did veric mournfully, and which indeed was ſoon over- heard by a manand a maid-ſervant 
of his, who only remained in the houſe, who hearing their maſters voyce, and haftily running 
up, at theſe his pitifull and Iamentable out-crycsz ftepping to his affiſtance , they hear: i 
(with his beſt power utter theſe fearftull ſpeeches 5 That Strumpet my wife bath kilPd mee : 0 
that ſhee-Devill my wife hath murthered mee. Whereat they cry out at the windows to the neigh 
bours for help, alledging that their Maſter is murthred. The Neighbours affemble, and hear 
him report ſo much 3 ſo they ſend away for his Confeflor, and the Lieutenant Criminal, to 
both whom he again confeſſeth, That it is the Strumpet his wife who hath murthered him. And 
then raiſing himſclfup in his Bed(with as much ftrength as his dying wound would permit him) 
he 0 Kore both by the hands,with infinite fighs and tears reveals to themythat heit was,who 
at the ſcducing of the Devill, had ftifled his Father Argentier to death in Paris, that he didit 
only to marry this whore his murtherous wife La Hay; that the killing of his Father , yea the 
very remembrance thereof infinitly grieves his heart and ſou), and for the which he infinitly re 


| penteth himſelf, and beſeccheth the Lord ofmercy in mercy to forgive it himz and likewiſe 


progec all that were preſent to pray unto God for him z and theſe were his Iaft words, for now 
wis flecting and fading breath would permit him to ſay no more. 
 Allthat were preſent are amazed at this lamentable confeſſion of his, to ſce that he ſhould 
murther bis Father, and his exccrable wife, well ncar himſclf; fo they all glorified God for 
the deteCtion and diſcovery hereof : But the Lieutenant Criminall, and the Counſellors hisab 
ſociates ſtep to the window, and conſult to have him hanged , whiles he is yet living , for the 
murthering of his Father. But De Sales faves them that thous for there and then he finks in- 
to his Bed, and dycs away before them 3 ſo they inftantly ſearch the houſe and City for this 
wretched Murthereſs Les Hay, whom impious and bloudy Strumpet they at laft find in the Ds 
minican Friers Church at a Sermon, from whence with much obloquy and indigniry they drag 
her to Priſon , where they!charge her with the murther of her rad De Sales, which the 
Devifl as yet will not permir her to confeſs ; butbeing adjudged by them to the Rack , ſhe at 
the very ficſt rorment confefſeth it. | 

Upon which ſeverall Murthers, the Criminal! Fudges of the Tournells proceeded to fſerr 
tence : ſo firſt they adjuged the dead body of De Sales for ſo inhumanly murdring hs 
Father Argentier , to be half a day hang'd by the heels to the common Gallowes 
then to be burntto Aſhes , which is accordingly executed : then they adjudge his Wik 
Les Hay, for murthering him , the next day to be ſtrangled, then burnt : fo that night 


work 


Gods Revenge apainſt Meanrther. Book In 


ſolves to diverce himſelf from her , and to thatend takes counſell thereon : bur it is not ſo 
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work eff:Ctually with her, ande'ſo and laſt (by the mercies of God) draw her to contritign 
and repentance , when willing her not -to charge x her ſoil with 'the concealing of ny other 
crime » and ſhewing her the.dangers thereof, ſhe very freely, yet ſorrowfally, confefſeth, how 
ſhe it was , that} for three hundred Crowns , had;cauſed the Emperick Michaole to poyſon La 

Frange, for the whichſhe told them ſhe was now OY repentans and Gerowfll: Where= 

ofthe Divines (ith it was not delivered them under the ſcal. 'of -Confethon ) advertifing the 
Judges, they all wonder at Gods providence, to fee. how .all theſe murthers are diſcovered 

and burſt forth , one in the neck of the ,orher 3 ſo they alter. her: ſentence , and for theſe hee: 
double'murthers, they condemn her to have her right. hand cur off, and then to: be burnt alive : 

and ſo they make curious inquiry and reſcarch to apprehend thisold bloudy varlet Michaele. 

In the mean time, that very afternoon, this ' miſerable and murtherous Curteſan La Hay, 
though to the griet of her ſorrowfull Father and Siſters, yer to the joy of all Tholouſe,is brought 
and faſtened to the ſtake, where her hand being firſt ſtruck off, ſhe with many fighes ahd - ceares 
delivereth theſe few words : That her crimes were ſo foul and odious , as ſh:\was aſhamed co 
look cither God or man in the face 3 That ſhe was very forrowtfull for caufing .L4 Frange to be: 

yſoned , as alſo for murthering of her Huzband De Salez,whoſe wealth ſhe only afficmed ſhe: 
oF but not himſclf, the which ſhe wholly attributed to the Juſt and vanity of heryouth, to 
her negleCt of prayer, and forſaking of Godz which made the Devill ſo ſtrong with her, and 
ſhe with the D:vill , and which was the ſole cauſe 4nd ground of «his her. miſcrable raine 
and deſtrution 3 ſhe with tears and prayers befought the Lord to be good unto her foul; and 
(lifting up her eyes and hands to Heaven ) likewiſe beſeeches the whole afſembly to pray hea« 
tily unto God for her : when recommending her ſoul into the hands of: her Redeemer, the fire 
being alighted, her body was ſoon conſumed to aſhes , whoſe lamentable , yet jaſt end and pu-. 
niſharent, cauſed anamber of ſpc&ators to weep, as yet pittying her youth and Þbcauty, as much 
as they detcſted thejenormity of her crimes. | 


And now for this devillifh and murtherous Emperick Michaele, although as ſoon as he heard 
of Le Hayes impriſonment , he (to ſave himſelf ) Iefc Tholouſe , and fi:d cowards Caftres , diſs 
guiſcd in a Friers habit , with his Beard ſhaven : yet by the care of the Court of Parliament, or 
rather by the immediat finger and providence of God, he is found out , and brought back to 
Tholouſe, where for poyſoning of La Frange, (the which he now without the Rack confeſſeth) 
he is adjudged to be broken on the wheel, thereto remain till he be dead, and then his body to. 
be thrown into the River of Garrone 3 the which the ſame day is accordingly executed and- 
performed, to the infinic joy of all the ſpeRators : but as he lived an Atheiſt, fo he deſperatly. 
dyed a Devill, without any ſhew at all, cither of contrition or repentance ; only he vomitrted- 
forth this wretched ſpeech; - That becauſe the World had ſomuch &o ſay to him, he would 
ſay nothing to the World, but bad the Executioner diſpatch him, | | : 

Now by the fighc of this mournfull and bloudy Hiftorygthe Chriſtian Reader may obſerve and 
ſee how Gods revenge doth till criumph againſt murcher, and how hee in his due time and 
vidence doth affuredly ftill dete& and puniſhir. Ir is a Hiſtory which may ſerve to deterr and 
forewarn all young Gentlemen , not to frequent the companies of whores and Strum-. 
= and all: Sons not to tranſgreſs the will of their Parents , much leſs hot to dareto. 

y violent hands on them. It is a Glaſs whercin young Gentlewomen and Wives may at life ſec, 
what bitter fruits and ſharp ends ever atrend upon Whoredom and Maurther : ir is a lively Ex- 
ample for all kind ot Empericks and Drug ters whatſoever, to confider how ſeverely God doth. 
Infallibly revenge and puniſh the poyſoning of his Saints and Children. Ina word, itis a-LeſſÞ 
and Caveat for all pcople, and for all degrecs of people , but eſpecially of Chrifians, ( who 
— the Goſpell of Chriſt )not only to dereft theſe foul fins of Revenge and Murther in others, 

t to hate and abhorr them in themſelves 3 which that all may endeavour to praftice and per- 
form, grantgood God, who indeed artthe only giver of all goodneſs. 
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HISTORY XII. 
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Albemare cax/eth Pedro aud Leonardo to yrarther Baretano, and be after marrieth Clara,whond 
 Baretano firſt ſought to marry : He cauſeth bis man Valerio to poyſon Pedro in Priſon , and by 
4 Letter which Leonardo ſent him, Clara perceives that ber Husband Albemare bad bired and 


cauſed Pedro and Leonardo to murther her firſt Baretano, which Letter ſhe reveales to the Tudgty 
ſo be is hanged , and likewiſe Valerio and Leonardo for theſe their bloudy crimes. 


— IV Ith what face can we preſumeto tread on the face of Earth, or darclift up our cyest 
- chat of Heaven , when our thoughts are (o rebellious to conſpire, and our hearts at 


reſolutions ſo cruell to imbrue our hands in the innocent bloud of cur harmleſs and Chriſtian 
Brethren ? Thoughts they arc , which in ſeeming to pleaſe cur ſenſes, poyſon our hearts,( 
do therefore truly poyſon our foules , becauſe they fo falſely pleaſe our ſenſes, ) Reſolutions 
they arc, which we cannot conceive or attempt with more inhumaniry,than finith with mifery- 
Sith in thinking to ſend them to their untimely gravee, we affuredly {end our ſelves to onr omn 
miſcrable and infamous ends z whercofin this enſuing Hiſtory, we (ball find many wofull Fre 
fid-nts,and mournfull examples , in divers infortunate and wretched. perſons, who were boi 
to happineſs , fot to infamy; to proſperity, not to miſery; If they had ſo mach Grace to ſe! 
| Curetheir lives, as Vanity and Impiery to ruin them. It is a Hiſtory purpoſely produced and 
penned ,for our dereſtation, not for our imitation 3 Sith it is apoint of (true and happy )wiF: 
dom in all mengto beware by other mens harms. Read ir then with a full jnrentto pretic 


| ſelfthercby,and ſo rhou mayeft boldly ,/ and ſafely reft afſured, that the fight of their ſins ans 
puniſhments, will prove the reſormation of thine own. bh 
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T"Ruicfall and fair Lombardy is the Country , and the rear po a 2s ab 
randy. w 


the more cruly to inform our curioſity ,, and inftruft'our knowledg , We muſt then 
, that long fince the Duke of Feria ſucceded the Count de Fuentes, asVice-roy of that "2M 
potent aud flouriſhing Dutchie ,, for King Philip the third of Spain his: Maſter. © There way' « 
native avd reſident in that City an ancient Nobleman, tearmed Seignior Leonardo Capello, who in | 
his younger yearshad married a Span; ſr Lady , and brought her from Spain' ro Milan, tears 
med Don Maria de Caftiana ; He excceding rich and noble, 'and ſhe as noble and fairy he by 
his Fathers fide allycd co Cardinall Charles Borromeo (fince Sainted by Pope- Pail V. ) ſheby 
her mother to the preſent Duke of Albucurgnez he iufinicly honoured for his extrattion and 
wealth, fhe no leſs beloved and reſpetted for her beauty ray vertu53:3 and alrhough there are 
but few marriages contraſted between the Millaneſes and Spaniards , and thoſe very feldome 
rove ſucceficfull 8& proſperous,in reſpeCt of the antipatky,which tor the mott part is hereditary 
wixt the commands of the Spaniards, and'the ſubjeAion of the Mi/laneſes z yet itſtemed 
that this of Capello and Caftiane was firſt inſtituted in Heaven , ere conſummated on carths 
for ſo ſweetly did their y cars, hamours, and aff.&ions conjoyn and ſympachize , as although 
| they were two perſons, yer I may truly athrm and ſay , they had but one heart , affe&ion and 
" Y defire, which was murually to pleaſe, and reciprocally ro affke& and love cach other. And as 
Marriages cannot be reputed truly happy and tortunate , if they be not bleſſed and crowned 
with che bleſſings of children,(which indeed is not only the ſweeteſt life of human content,but 
alſo the beſt and ſweereft content of our human life }) ſo th-y had not been long marricd', cre 
God honoured them and their nuptiall Bed, with a beautitull and dclicate and young Daugh- 
| ter, tcarrmed Doxa Clara, the only child of their loyncs, and hcir of their pa ms vertliesy 
being indecd the true pifture of themſelves, and the jaytull pledge and ſeal of their intire' and 
invaluable aff:Qions; who having overpaſt her intancy, and obtained the cightechth year ofhes. 4 
ages ſhe was 6 coqululy adorned wich beauty, and ſocxcellently endued and cnrictied wid 
vcrtues , asdiftintly for cicher, or joyntly for both, ſh: was, and. wascruly reputed ; the Pa- 
regon of Nature, the pride of Beauty, the wonder of Atilan', the glory of her 8ex, and the 
- | Phenix of her Time. And becauſe the purity and perfeQion of her' beanty deſerves to: be ſecti 
through chis dirfi Perſpective, and the dignity of her. vertues: known of the Reader in this 
my impoliſhed relationz For the firſt, ſhe was of ſtature indifferentlyrall, bur excecding freight: 
-Y and (lender; her haic either of adcep Cheſtaue Colour , or rather of a lighe black'; -Batxo 
i } which moſt adhering and inclyning fancy mought , but curioſicy could difficulcly diſtinguitþy 
her complexion and tinCture, rather of an amorous and lovchphrown, than ofa nonen (ti 
Lilly dic 3 butt yet ſo ſweetly pure, and purely ſweet» (and withall rather faexhan Ican'Y' this 
no earthly obje& could more delight and pleaſe the eye, or raviſh the ſenſe. : And' for her 
thoſe two relucent lamps and ftarrs of love, they were ſo black and pelrcing, chat they: hdd's 
ſecret and imperious influence, to draw all other cycs to gaze and do homage tohiers3 as if all 
were bound to love her, and ſhe ſomoddeſlt , as if purpoſcly framed: to love none bur her felf 
Neither did her Front, Lipps, Neck or Paps any way dztra&,. but every way' add tothe'perk 
ſection of her orher cxcellencies of Natzre 3 Forithe firkt ſeemed to be thepromentory of the Grp: 
ces; The ſecond,the Refidence of delight and pleaſure 3 The: third; the: Pyriamides of $1416 ard 
Majeſty ; And the fourthgthe: Hills and Valley of love. But leave we the'dainties of hee body; 
now to ſpeak of the rarities and excellencies of her mind, : which.I cannot rightly defines whes 
ther the curiofitic and care of her Parents ins her edacationg.ov ker own ingenious and aps ins oo” 
| _—— to Frtey oo Howere: Ws mon ' predominant * Rites for- wr ace Gin "8 
, ſhe was fo exquilite and excellent, that in Languages, Singing, Muſic ing i 
and Temperance, and: » ſhe was ſo fully compieat and rare,'that-to-give wi _ ARG _ 
os wks econ not be paralleld bylany young Lady of Lombardy, or Italy,' nor equalliz?d bit 
f er (clt- | BL Ta : AS, 
mf Thus if her noble cxtration, and Fathers wealch made her ſurmount:achers,;:and her dels 
Pre cious ſweet beauty and vertucsexcelb her ſelf, no marvell if thoſe Atemint and' theſe cxceclieris 
MY cier draw divers of the beſt Cavaliers, and chicteſt Gallants both of Milanand! Lombardy, wwokd 
fe fe& and feck her in marriage ; and indeed although ſhe be foughtby divervofchemnirkhemacols 
pd reſpeft- and honour, anſwcerable in all regard tg her rank and qualitys) yet heichep: ber Parchts, 
or ſclf,arc ſo much importuncd by any,as by Seignior Giovani 4lbemareyayoung hob] "Orgs: 
man of the City,who was adorned and fortifi:d wh theſe humanc privileges,y tobewell-dei 
ſcended, ricky and of (ome twentic five years'old; a _—_ in the eye-aud ccafart oftheworld} 
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Gs @& & God! Revenge againſt Murther,. 


Book 1 [ In 
© - yea, andinall outward appearance, correſpondent and equivalent ; if his generous perfeRiong 
” - and vertues had parglleld hers , or if the candour and fincerity of her aff: ion had nor juſtly 
tranſported hgr thought and keart from him, becauſe ſhe had formerly fixed and ferled them 
on another Gent: man , younger of years than A/bemare, but in all other reſpeCts, as well of 
Nature, as Fortune ,_ every way his fuperiour, named Seigyior Alphonſus Baretano, a young 
Gentleman of one of the nobleſt families of Ad#!lax, of formic eighteen years old , whoſe Father 
was lately deceaſed, and had left him ſole hcir to many rich Lands and poſſeſſions 3 bur (with- 
all) exccedingly entangled in Law, and ingaged in many debts and mortgages , whercinto the 
vanity and prodigality of his youth had deeply precipirated and ingulphed him; whick con- 
ſequently rcflcQing and falling on his ſon, we ſhall ſec will prove a hindrance to his macciage, 
and an obftacle to his content and preferment. But to obſerve ſome order and decorum in the 
condudion and rclation of this Hiſtory, we muſt bricfly be informed, that as of all the B-au- 
tics of Lombardy, Albemare only chicfly aff:&ed and loved Clara; ſo of all the Cavaliers of the 
world, Clara attc&tcd and loved no other but Baretano: for as conformity of years , manners, 
and inclinations, brecd a ſympathy in aff:C&tions ; fo they in their tender youth often frequented 
on the others company, ſometimes at the Dancing, and Muſick Maſters, but many times at 
Weddings, Feaſts, and noble Afﬀſemlics ; being well near as cquali in age, as in complexion 
and ſtature. Again, the vicinity of their reficerits added much t5 the combining and infla- 
ming of thcir affcQions 3 for they were oppoſite in nothing but in their manſion houſes, from 
whoſe Gallerics and windows many times publickly , bur more often by ftealth, their cyecy 
could not refrain to tilt at each other, with the inviſible launces of love and affc&iwn , which 
bred ſuch a habit , and that habit ſo powerfull a ſecond Nature, that it was now bzcome im- 
poſlible for themnot to gaz: cach on other; ſo as if the innocency of their pucrility, made thent® 
dclight'in cach others ».9 and company with delirez ſo now their more rip: years inforce 
them todefire it with dcleQation 5 for when as yer they were ſo youug, as they knew not the in- 
ftinfand influence of Nature (which cannot be taught by a more powerfull or ingenious Tu- 
trix than her ſelf yet they never met but kiſſed, nor kiſſed , bur as if their hearts and thoughts 
checkd their lips for taking ſuch ſhore farewels cach of other, Bur now when their years had 
proclaim:d them both very capable ro march under the Standard of Hymenenus ; This Venus 
and that Adonis, for ſo her freſh beauty, and his flouriſhing youth (wich asmuch right as fame ' 
in Millaz) generally cntituled' them; They felt ſome pleaſure wanting, which as yer they 
could not find; and therefore no marvcll, if they defired to find that which' they wanted; 
Soas buraing in affcCtion cach to other, Clara hearing ſpoken of a Hasband , infinitly wiſh:d 
that Beretano were hers z and when he heard ofa wife, he ardently longed, and fervently de- 
fired that Clara were his. Neither canl rightly ſay, whether he were more affe&ionat in his 
conftancie to her, or ſhe conſtant and refolute in her affe&tion to him 3 ſo that as heretofore 
they hardly knewthe way to kiſs, now time (running on her ſweet career ) had taught them 
toYefire to marry ; and that wheras formerly Baretano only tearmed Clare his ſweet Maid,and 
{hc bim her dear Friend; Now love had ſuggeftcd and given them new defires , -and th refore 
new'Epithets: for ſometimes, as well in carncſt as in jcft, he could not refrain to tearm her his 
{weet wife , nor ſhe him her dear Husband 3 and herein their tongues were only but the outward 
Heralds of their inward hearts, as their hearts were of their more ſecret and retired: deſires 
And as fervent loveyand true diitretion, very ſeldom concur and meet ; fo although aff.&ion 
maadethem rich in inventing new-inventions to meet and kiſs z yet they were ſo poor, or ra- 
ther. ſa blind in diſcretion, as they could riot bear their affe&tions in ſecrecic and falence, but 
by: this time they arc bewrayed to. their. Parents, and divulged to their acquaintance ; but if any 
gricve and ftorn at this unexpected news, it is firſt 4lbemare,then Capello and Caftiana, berwixt 
whom there was a ſecret promiſc,afid verball contraft, that he and no other fhould marric 
their Daughter. : | 248 | 

Thus we ſee that Albemare and Baretano are become Competitors and Rivals in their affc- 
&ions, for cither of them affe& Cler2 as the Miftris of their thoughts, and both adore her as the 
Queen Regentof their defires. Bur as they ſympathize in their hopes to purchaſe her to their 
witcz ſo they differ inthe means and progreſs of their reſolutions, how to obtain her. For whiles 
Beretazo ſucs the Daughter before her Parents, ſo doth Albemare the Parents before their 
Daughter 3 but wharcffAs and cnds theſe beginnings will produce, ye ſhall ſhortly ſec,andrthey 
themſelves very ſoon both feel and find. | 
.. Capello and Caſtiana (as we have formerly ſaid ) with much-afflition and pricf, underftan- 
ding of their Daughters affe&ion to Baretano,and reciprocally of his to her, chey( with much 


— and paſſion relate itto Albeware , whoſe affc&ion to.Clars hath made him fo ſub- 
Hill cowards 


thern; az although his hcart knows this news , 'yct he' ' makes his tongue deny the 
L knowledge 
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knowledge therof; when proteſting of bis intire and fervent affeCtion to her ' and that hz muſt 
cither wed her or his Grave, they conſult on their important bufineſs,how they may dethronize 
Baretano,inthronize Albemare in the chair& choice of Clara's affetion;As for Capello & Caſti- 
ana they fo highly affe& Albemares great and free eſtate, and ſo difdainfully hate the intricarin- 
cumbrances of Baretano's,as they vow their reſolutions ſhall ſail by the compafs of his defires;8 
he in exchange, that his aff:&tions and defires ſhall till teer their courſe by thax of their refolu- 
tions; So from the matter of their agreement, they proceed to the manner how to effec it; To 
which cnd her Father and Mother fingle. their Daughter apart, and in mild and fair tearms de- 
mand of her , what hath paſt betwixt her and Baretano, and whether ſhe beſo fimple and in+ 
confiderate to take ſo poor a Gentleman for her Husband , whoſe eſtate is ſo weak and ſmall,as 
it cannot well maintain himſelf, much leſs her; Clara already prepared and armed by her aft- 
feCtion to receive theſe or the like ſpeeches from her Parents, having twice or thrice Metampr- 
phoſed the Lillics of her checks into Roſes, very tempcratly and modeſtly returnes them this 
diſcreet and reſpeCtive anſwer. | 

Thar as (he muſt needs afficm ſhe is confident of Baretano*s aff-dion to her, ſo ſhe muſt as 
truly deny, thatas yet he had ever motioned her for marriage; which if he. had, confidering 
thac his birth, means, and vertucs were ſuch as every way deſerved not only her equall but her 
ſupecriourgſhe is enforced to reveal th:m,that ſh: loves him ſo tenderly and dearly, as if her will 
and pleaſure be not contradifted by theirs, it will be not only her joy but her felicity, to accept 
and cake him for her Husband,before all others of the world. | 

Bur this modeſt anſwer of hers, they hold too peremprorie fora child to give, and Parents 
to reccivez as if it. ſavoured more of irregular z:al to Baretano, than of due reſpeCt and obedi- 
ence to themſelves; yet the ſooner to divert her from her own dcfres and reſolutions, to make 
her flexible ro theirs, they as yet hold it fic , rather to continue mild than imperious towards 
her , and ſoby depraving the deſerts and debafing the merits of  Baretano, to ſeck to extoll 
and magnific thoſe of Albemare, as if the firſt were only a fqyl, and the ſecond a rich Diamond, 
worthy of her aff:&ion and wzaring 3 and indeed ſo txquilite and excellent a Cavalier they” 

<paint him to her in the richeſt frame,and pomp of all his praiſes, aſwell of the endowments 

of mind , as of thoſe of Fortune, that they leave no infinuating Ocatorie ,unclayed , nor per- 


- waſive attempt unattempted , to make her ſhake hands with Baretano, and conſequently to 


extend her armes and heart to reccive and retain Albemare ; Burt although ſhe were young in 
years and experience , yet love in this fragrant and flouriſhing ſpring of her youth, hadyo re- 
fined her Judgment, and indoftrinated and prompted her tongue , that her thoughts com- 
manded and marſhalled by her heart, and both by her defires and aff-&tion to Baretan, 'the 
confuſcdly intermixing, and interrupting her words with many far-ferched broken fighs, again 
returns her Parents this reply. _ AR 
| If your age will not, yer my' youth, or rather my heart informes me, that Baretano as far ex- 
cceds Albemare in the privileges of the mind and body, as Albemare doth himin thoſe of For- 
mne; but that my reſolutions and anſwers may anſwer and correſpond with my obedicncegal» 
though I love Baretano, yer 1 will never hate, rather honour Albemare 3, butzo make. him my 
Husband, or my ſclf his wife, if Earth have, 1 hope Heaven hath tior decreed it 3 And 1 humb 
beſeech ye,that this may reft your reſolution, as 1 affuredly think it ſhall and will remain mine. 
Capello and Caſtiana (like diſcreet Parents ) ſeeing. their Daughter Clara wholly wedded 


(ina manner )to the ſingularity of her. own will, they yer conceive it to be far more requifite 


to revert her reaſons by fair means, than refute and refell them by force, fith love and 'diſcre- 
tion hath ſtill referenceto that, andthis relation ſtill to choler , many times to repentance : 
whereupon minding her of the bleflings which infallibly attend filiall obedience, and the. miſe- 
ries and curſes which individually wait on contempt and diſobedience, hoping that time will 
cf: chat which Importunity cannot , they asthen leave her to her thoughns , and ſhe them to 
their care , caring for nothing ſo much , nay, I may well fay, for nothing cl{c,, thanto ſec her 


aff:&ion divorced from Baretano, and contraftcd and wedded to Albemare, who having curi- 


ous correſpondence and intelligence with them, he is everandanon aſcertained , not only wha 
hath, buc what doth paſs betwixt them and their Daughter 3 andwithall , is adviſed by t ic 


todelay no time, but to frequent and haunt her as her Ghoſt and ſhaddow; yea, and na more to 


conceal his aff:&ion and ſute from her, but to acquaint Millan therewith, fith it was no dil | 


paragement, but rather an <quall honour for him ro match with Clara, and Clara with bim. 
Which concluded betwixt Capello and Caftiana, Albemere is ſo far from rcjcRing this advice 
and counſel, as he embraceth ie with much joy and deleQation ; and vowes (though with che 
peril ofhis life ) to perſevere and purſucther in marriage. To which cnd, authorized as w 
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y his own affc&ion, as their authority, Clars is neither abroad nor at home, but he meets her, 
gives away all time from himfelf, to give himſelf to her ; ſo as it ſcems to the cye of the world, 

at Cepello's houſe is now become his , and that his Daughter Clare likewiſe ſhortly ſhall bez 
yea, he adds ſuch curiofity to his care, and ſuch care to his affeQtion in courting her, as ſh: can- 
not be cither at Maſs, or Veſpers, but he is cither with her , or near her , and when in ſolemn 
pomp or zcal ſhe viſits the Demo (or Cathedrall Charch) of that City, and in it the Shrine of 
the new Saint Charles, then he waits and attends on her at the Porch ftairs, ſometimes with 
his Coach, but many times (as the cuftom of Mz!len is ) on his Foot-cloth, and prancing 
ic horſe, to condutt her home z yea, and not to 'tail in any Complement. of an accom- 
pliſhed Lover , befides the harmony of his own inſinuation and ſolicitation, he greets herwith = 
ance , and ſalutes herwith all varicty of mclodious Mufick, and mellifluous voyces; but 


all this notwichſtanding, alchough he every way uſe his beſt art and induſtric , and her Father 

Mother their beftskill romake her fl:xible to his deſires, and their pleaſure; yet (he, as ha- 
ving her thoughts fully bent and fixed on her dear and ſweet Baretano , looks haggard afid a- 
__ on Albemare , giving him ſuch generall anſwers, and cold entertainment, as he ſeeth he 
hath far more reaſon to deſpair than hope to- obtain her. Wherupon doubting of her affe- 
Aion, he hath again recourſe to her parents love, who to confirm and ſeal it him , ſeein 
fair means wYl not prevail with their Daughter, they refolveto uſe force, and ſo to add 
threats to their requeſts , and cholcr to their perſwaſtons, to make her abandon Baretaxo,and 
embrace Albemare. But if the firſt prevail not with her, the ſecond cannot 3 for the now cels 
them plainly, that ſhe neither can nor will affe&t any man for her Husband but Baretexo; and 
yetſhe is ſofarr from any determinate reſolution to marry himzas ſhe afficmes, that their will 
ſhall be her law, and theirpleaſure her reſolution. 

Whiles thus Albemare in the way of marriage ſecks our fair and ſweet Clare publikely , no 
Ic doth Baretano privatly 3 ahd although with leſs vanity and oftentation , yet he with 
far more fortunacie and ſucceſs z as grounding his hopesupon theſe reafons 3 Thar in heart and. 
foul Clara is only his, as both infoul and heart he is hers : ſo he cntcrtains hee many times 
with his letters , and yet not to ſhew himſclfa novice in diſcretion, nor a coward in affe&ionghe 
making her content his commatids , as ſhedid his defires her felicity , he in remote” Churches 
and Chapels, ( for whoſe mitnber Milan exceeds Rome ) hath both the happincſs|{ and ho- 
nour to meet her, where if they violate the ſanftity of the place, in conferring and 
cheriſhing their affe&ions, yer they ſanftifie their affcEions , indefiring that fome Church or 
Chapell might inveſt and crown them with the religious honour, and holy dignity of marri- 
age. For having jeſtced of Love heretofore, now like true Lovers, they henceforth reſolve to 
love, notin jcft , but in carnefly and ax of their two heartgthey have already made one”, ſo 
now they meanand intend to diſpoſe of their bodies, thereby to make one of two; And this is 
theic (ole defire, and this, and ny this is their chicf delight ', 8: moft pleaſing defires & wiſhes, 

But as itjis the nature of Love,for Lovers to{defire to ſee none but themſeives,and yet are ſeen 
ofpany; ſo this their familiaricy and frequent meeting is again reported to her father & mo. 
ther, wherat they murmur with gricf,and gricve with diſcontent and afliftionz and now not to 
ſabſtra&,but to add to their vexation, it is reſelved between our two young amorous Turtle. 
Daves, Beretanoand his fair Clara,that he ſhould publikly motion them for her in marriagezweh 
be. in wonderfall fair tearme, and orderly Decorum,(as well by bis friends as himſclf)perform- 
eth. When contrary to his wiſhes, but not his expectation, they give him ſo cold entertainment, 
and his ſute ſuch poor and ſharp acceptance,as they(in 1FAion and zral to Albeware)not only 
deny him their daughter,but their houſe ; an anſwer ſo incivill,and therefore ſo injuſt, as mighe 
give 4teftimony ſom: way' of their care,yet no way of :":cir diſcretion to themſelves, or affe- 
Aion .to their daughter, And herel muſtconfeſs, that Icar: difficultly define , whether this re- 
ſolutian and anfwer of Capella and Caftiana,more delighted Albemare,diſcontented Baretano, or 
afflifted Clars ; who although in the entrance of their Loves, their hopes ſeem'd to be nipt, and 
their deſires croft by thefrowns of their parents,yct they love cach other fo tenderly and dear= 
Iy,as theſe diſcontents notwithſtanding, they will not retire, but are reſolute to advance in the 
progreſs of this their chaſt and fervent affeQtions, and although their commands endcavourta 
give alaw to her obedience, in not permitting her to be frequented of Baretanv; yether obedi> 
ence is ſo inforced to take a more ftronger ofher affc&ion, as deſpight her Parcnts malice, and '- 
7 * Jealoufic towards them, when they are ſweetly ſleeping in their beds,then is their daughter Glars 
waking with Bereta#o,and he with her,oftentimcs walking and talking in the Arbours,and bil 
ling in the cloſegallerics of.the Garden;which they cannot conceal or bear ſo cloſely, but her 
er and mother have cxa& notice and intclligence therof by ſome of their truſty ſervants, 
whom 'thecy had purpoſtly appointed as Scntincls to cſpic and diſcover co CO_ 
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Whereupon (as much in hatred to Baretaro,as in aff:ftion ro Albemare knowing rhar it the 
cauſe be once removed , the eff.& is ſubjeft ſoon to follow and enſue 5 they very ſuddenly and 
privatly ſend away their Daughter from Mz/lan to Modena by Coach , there to be mewed and 
pent up with the Lady Emelia her Aunt, and befides her Waiting-genele-woman Adrianaznone 
to accompany and condudt her but only «/bemare, hoping that a ſmall time, his preſence and 
importunatfolicitatione, would deface the memory of Baretano, to cngrave his own in the 
beart and thoughts of his ſweet Clara. Who poor ſou), ſecing her (elf cxiled and baniſhed from 
the ſocicty of her Baretano's fight and company, wherein under Heaven ſhe chiefly and only de- 


| lighted ; ſhe hereat, doth as ic were drown her (elf in the Occan of her tcars 3 ftorming as well 


at the cryclty of her parents, as at her own affliftion and misfortune 3 and no lefs doth her Ba- 
retano forthe abſence of his ſweet Saint, and dear Lady Clara : for as their affcQion, ſo their 
affliftions is equall 3 now mourning as much at cach others abſence, as formerly they rejoyced 
and triumphed in their preſence. But although the jealoufic of Capelloand Caſtiana were very 
carefull to watch and obſerve Baretano in Millan; and the z:al and affeCtion of Albemares 
ſafely to guard, and ſweetly to attend onClare in Modena : Yet as fire ſupprefizd, flames torth 
with more violence 3 and Rivers ſtopped, overflow with more impetuoſity,z ſo deſpighr of the 
ones vigilancie and the others jealoufic, though Baretano cannot be (ſo happy and blefſcd ro 
ride over to Modena , to ſec and ſalute his Claras yet love, which is the refiner ut inventions and 
wit, and the poliſher of judgment, cannot yer detain him froni vititing her with his Lerters, 
the which in reſpe& of the hard acceſs and difficult pafſage to her, he is enforced to ſend- her 
by ſubcill means, and ſecret meſſengers. And the berter to overſhadow the curiofity of his Artsy 
and jthe Art of his affk&ion herein , he among many others , makes uſe of a Frier and a 
Hermite, for the conveyance of two Lecters to Modena, to his Lady : which (as fic Agents 
for ſuch amorous employments ) they (with more cunning and fideliry, than zcal , and Reli- 
gion )ſafely delivered her, and likewiſe returned him her anſwers thereof. And becauſe the fer- 
vency of their affzQions and conſtancies, cach to other, are more lively depainted and repre= 
ſcntcd in theſe two _ any other of their Letrers 3 therefore I thought my (elf in a manner 
bound, here to inſert them, to the end to give the better ſpirit and Grace to their Hijtory , and 
the faller ſarisfaftion and content to the curiofiry of the Reader. That which Baretano ſeny 
(lars upon herdeparture for Millan to Modena by the Frier, ſpake thus. 


BARETANO to CLARA. 


He juſtly may I tearm 7 jo infortunate, Sith T am enforced to be miſerable before 1 know 
what belongs to happineſs,: For if ever I found any content , or Heaven upon Earth, it was 
enly 14 thy ſweet preſence 3 which thy ſudden abſence, and unexpyefted exile, hath now made, at leaſt, 


my Purgatory , if not my hell, Fair Clara judge of thy Barctano by thy ſelf , what a matchleſs 


grief it 3s to my heart, and a heart. killing terrour to my thoughts,ts ſee thee made captive to my rival, 


and that the Fates and thy Parents ſeem 10 be ſs propitious to his deſires, and ſo inexorgble and cruell 
to mine; That I muſt live alone in Millan without thee, and be al:ne in Modena with thee : which 
makes that, I know not , whether I more envy his Jy » or lament and pitty mine own ſorrows and 
afflitions, But if I bave any ſenſe or ſhadow of comfort in this my calamity, it only conſiſts in this, 
that as thon carriedſt away my heart with thee; ſo thox wilt wouchſafe to return me thine in. thy let= 
ter by a reciprocall requitall and exchange. For if thou neither bring me thy ſelf , nor ſenddme that, 
I may be ſought in Millan ; but found no where but in Heaven. Were I privileged by thy conſent, 
much more authorized by thy command , I would ſpeedity rather flye than poſt tothee & for Fair and 
Dear Clara, as thou art my ſole joy , and Soverargn felicity , ſo whiles I breath this air of life, thy 
will ſhall be my law, thy command my compaſs , and thy pleaſure my reſolution. 


Baretano, 


Her 


. 


m7 
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Her Anſwer returncd by the Friert oo BARETANO at Miloy , was to this 
effet. 
CLARA to BARETANO. 


T is for none but our ſelves te judge how equally we participate and ſhare of miſery , in being de- 
prived of each others preſence. Thou tearmeſt mine abſence either thy purgatory , or thy bell, and 
wy afflictions and torments for thine are ſo great, and withall ſo infinit, as T have all the equity and 
reaſon of the world to repute them not only one, but both. Thon art miſtaken in the point of my thral- 
dome, for whiles Albemare vowes himſelf my captive, I diſdain to be his, and both vow andtri- 
h to be only Baretano's, I know not whether I bave brought thy heart with we to Modena, but 
fure I am, I left mine with thee in Millan. If my Parents ſeem now pleaſing and propitious to him, 
I am yet ſo fer from diſpair , as 1 confidently hope the F ates will not prove cruell or inexorableto 
thee, andin thee to my ſelf : but rather that a little time will change their reſolutions and gecrees, 
fith they cannot onr affeions and conſtancy. If Clara be thy ſole joy and ſoveraign fell , no 
leſs is Baretano hers : and albeit, I could wiſh either thou here with my ſelf in Modena. or TI there 
with thee in Millanz Tet ſuch is my Aunt Emelia's care, and Albecmares jealoufie over me, that wert 
thou in this Gity thou couldeſt difficultly ſee me , but impoſſibly ſpeak with me ; wherefore refrain « 
whiles , an4let thy Fourney hither to me be ended ere began yet with this proviſo and condition, 
that the cauſe thereof, thy affeftion to me, be begnn never to be ended : andthinkthat my ſtay and ex- 
ile here ſhall be as ſhort, as either my beſt Art in my ſelf can invent , or trueſt zeal to thee ſuggeſt. 
In which Interim let us ſolace our ſelves , and viſit each other by the Ambaſſadors of our hearts , I 
wean our letters : Aud this reſolve my dear Barctano » that during our abſence whiles thou doeſt 


feaſt on my Idza , 1 will not fail to ſurfet on thine. 
CLARA. 


Baretan's other Letters ſent Clara to Modena , by the Pilgrim, was couched and penned 
in theſe tearme» | 


BARETANO to CLARA, 


Ad mot thy requeſts (in thy laſt letter) granted out a Prohibition againft my deſires and wiſhes, 

I hed long ſince left Millan to have ſeen Modena, and in it thy ſelf my ſweet and dear ' Lady; 

but I ſpeakgt to my preſeat comfort , and future conſolation and j:y, that it is exceſs , not want of 
Hon which infuſeth this provident care and carefull providence to thy reſolutions, to the end that 

by return make us as joyfull as thy departure ſorrowſull , and conſequently that the laſt prove as ſweet 
tunto our hearts and thoughts, as the firſt was bitter : And yet believe me dear Clara, that my affeti- 
05s ſo intire and fervent to thee,becanſe I know thine is reciprocally ſo to my ſelf 3, that I deem it not 
only capable tomake difficult things eafie , but which is more, impeſſibilities poſſible : For, for thy ſake 
what would I not attempt? and to enjoy thy ſight and preſence what would I leave nnperformed? But 
ue wilt not permit mee to come to thee to Modena, »or yet ſpeedily reſolve td return to me ts Millan, 
ow will then prevent my Joy, and Deſpair my Hope 3 For if thou haſten not thy arrival and 

our interview » ſickneſs will be my death. Wert thou as kind as fair, or as affetionate as I am fer» 
vent i affeion, thou wilt then rather ſuffer me to live with thee, thanto dye for thee : for in this 
reft confident, that if thou deny me that requeſt , I cannot Nature this tribute , my affetion this be« 


mage, or thy beauty this ſacrifice. 
BARETANO. 
And Clare her Anſwer hereunto retuncd to Millan to Bretanc', by the forcſaid P:ler imy 


was traccdin theſe words; 
CLARA 
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Hiſt: XH. Albooire aud Clara, 


CLARA w.BARETANO- 


He laſt command of my Parents , and the firſt reſolution of my Aunt Emelia, and my ſuter Al- 

bemare, have now reduced me to ſo firif} a Sequeſtration ( or rather captivity) as ouly my 
thoughts , bardly my pen hath the freedom and power to fignifie thee ſo much.” But as calmes enſue 
tempeſts, and Sun-ſhine ſhowres, ſo I beſeech thee to brook it with as much E orga ,'as I do with 
grief; and not only hope, but reſolve, that violence is never permanent , and all extremes - ſubjed to 
revolution and change. Wherefore my dear Barctano, confider and think with thy ſelf, that my 
flay from Millan, and thy prohibition from Modena, hath his two-fold excuſe , that is in my will , but 
not as yet in my power to perform; and this will rather hinder, than any way advance the accompliſhe 
ing of our defires 3 Sith a little time may effedt that with my parents , which I fear importunity will 
never 3 neither can thy heart ſo much long for my ſight , or wiſh for my preſence, as my ſoul doth for 
thine: Sjthto give thee but one word for all, thy ſelf, aud only thy ſelf , art both the life of my joy , 
and the Joy of my life. A thouſand times a day I wiſh Modena were Millan, and again, as often 
that Albemarc were metamorphoſed into Baretano, Therefore I am ſo farre from preventing thy 
joy, as though at the price of my death, I am ready to ſacrifiſe my life for the preſervation of thine; 
as alſo for the baniſhing of thy deſpair. VVrite me not ther of thy ſickneſt , leſt thou as ſoon hear 
of my death, and T knew not what requeſt to deny thee, ſith Thave already granted and given thee 
my ſelf, which is all that either I can grve, or thou defire; cheriſh thy ſelf for my ſake , and I will thy 
remembrance for mine: 


CLARA 


By theſe loving Letters of theſe our Lovers, the Reader may obſerve and remark, whata 
firm leaguc, and ftrict and conſtant friend(hip there was contrafted and fetled berwixt them, 
and what a hell their abſence was cach to others thoughts and contemplations. In the mean 
time, whiles Baretaxo entertains Clare with Letters, Albemere doth with words, wherein 
he uſeth his bcſt Rhetorick and Ocatory, to draw her to his defires; and withall, to liſten and- 
clpic out, if there pals any paſſages of Letters , or other correſpondency betwixt them. Which 
although Clare hcr aff:&ion to Baretano vow, and her diſcretion to her ſelf reſolve to con- 
ccal and obſcure from Albeware, yet lot here falls out a fififter and unexpefted accident, which 
will diſcover and bewray it 3 yea, and ofall fides, and to all partics produce grief, ſorrow, 
choler, and repentance, which in cfte&(bricfly) is thas. 

Clears had reaſon in her former Letter ſent by che Pilgrim, to tearm this her ſequeſtration in 
Modene a captivity, fith the bounds of her Aunt Emelias two ſmall Gardens, and the walls of 
her little Park , were the limits wherein her liberty was confined , and her ſelf as it were, im« 
murcd, for farther {h: was not permitted to go, except to the Church with her Aunt in har 
Coach, bur ftill accompained by 4/bemare, who left no minutes or occafions,as well to ſee her, 
as to be ſeen of her. Now to give ſome truce ( though not peace ) to her diſcontents , and 
thereby ſomewhat tocalm the impetuofity of thoſe tempeſts , which lovehad ſtirred up in her 
hearc and thoughts for the abſence of her Baretans, ſhe never better accompanied than when 
alone, ſometime paſt away the irxſomneſs of her time in walking in the Gardens , but many 
times in-the Park cloſe (hut, followed only by her Wayting-gentlewoman Adrianz ; for in re- 
ſpc& of her Auncs unkindneſs , and Albemares jealoufic ” fe would neither accept of her fami- 
liarity, nor of his company. Now to the nzarcft end of the Park, not farr diſtant from the ſe- 
cond Garden, was a curious walt , ranked about with many rowes of Sycamoretrees, and at 
the farther end thereof a cloſe ore-ſhadawed Bower; yea fo clofely veiled , that the raics of the 
Sun could ncichcr pcep in, to ſcorch the purcneſs of her beauty, or to contend with the piercing 
laftre and reſplendency ot her eyes 3 and to this Bower, in a fair and clear day, Clara ( abour 
three of the clock after dinner) repaires, having in her hand to delude the time, the old amo- 
rous Hiſtory of Hero and Leander , which was very lately illuſtrated, and newly reprinted in 
Milan, and wherein indecd for the conformity of their loves with her own , th: took a fingular 
delight toread 3 bur that whichgave ſweeter muſick to her thoughts, and fclicity to her heart, 
and mind, were her Baretaxo's two Letters (which we have formerly ſeen) and which as then 
ſhe had purpoſely brought wich her to ſurvey and peruſe ; yea, ſhe reads them ore again and a- 
gain; and to write the truth , more oftner than there are words, or think fillables therein 
contained 3 bur when ſhe deſcends to his name , ſhe cannot refrain from kifling ic 3 yea, and 
ſach is her tender love to Baretano, as ſhebcedews it with her tears; a thouſand timcs ſhe wiſhed * 


her Glf with him, or he wich her, and bitterly blames the cruelty of her Parents , for ſeparating _ . 


__ 


ix ade 
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their bodies, fith ſh: not only hoped, but affured her ſelf , that God had conjoyned, and united 
thcir hearts. But whiles ſhe in the middeſt of theſe paſſionar cxtafiesiſcews ro be rapt up into the 

H:aven of joy , at the peruſall of thcſ: Letters of Baretaxoz and then again to be plun- 
| ped into the hell of ſorrow, atthe conſideration and remembrance of his abſence, ſhe hcars a 
voice, which ſhe thinks is not farr off from her, when looking forth the Bower, and deeming ie 
to be that of her Waiting-gcntlewoman, whom ſhe faw ſomewhat near her gathering of Straw= 


hr love,)Albemare, who knowing her there in the Bower, and for want of other talk, ſpeaking 
to the Eccho, ſhe gueſſed by his courſe, (wherein ſhe was not deceived _) that he had an intent 
to ſalute and ſpeak with her 3 which to prevent, becauſe it wholly difpleaſed her , to be cum- 
bred with the company of ſo unwelcomed a gueſt as himſelf , ſh: haſtily folds up her Letrers in 
her Handkercher , and clapping them (at leak as ſhe thought )) into the pocket of her Gown, 
takes her book In her hand, and calling Adriaua, trips away back rowards the Garden, by the 
other fide of the Park, pw potcly ro eſchew and avoyd him , as indeed ſhe did. 

Albemare grievs to (ce Clara's coyncls and cruelty toward him, although ſhe were departed 


eftceming it not only a kind of content, but a blefling to his thoughts , fith he canot be where 
ſhe is , yet to be where ſhe hath been 3, when thinking to mount the ſtairs of the Bower, he un- 
expc&cd at the foot thereof, finds the two Letters whereof we have formerly ſpoken, which ir 
ſcems ſlipt forih of Clara*s Handkercher , as the was putting it into her pocket ; Albemars taking 
up the Letters, and ſeeing them dire&ed to his ſweet Clare , he betwixt the cxtremes of love 
and joy, kifſeth them again and again for her ſake z when fitting down in the Bower, he be- 
takes hjmſclf tro read and peruſe them , verily expeCfting and hoping to gather and draw ſome- 
thing from them which might tend to advance the proceſs of his affcCtion towards her 3 But 
when he had read the firſt, he was ſo extremely ———_— and afflicted, as he had hardly the pa- 
tienceto peruſe the ſecond, and yet at length haſtily and "eproay running it over, and ſceing 
by all the circumſtances thereof, that it was in vain for hinyany longer to hope for Clare, fit 
(ve was Baretans's , and Baretano hers, helike one Lunatick, ftamps with his foot, throws away 
his Hat, tcars his hair for very grief and chokr , now thinking to tear the Letters, and then to 
offer violence to himſelf; Burt when the fumes and flames of this his folly were over-blown, 
znd that hc had again recalled his wirs ro take place in the proper ſcat of his judgtnent and:def 
cretion; then taking up his Hat, and pulling it down hiscars, he leaves the Bower and Park,and 
ſo going into the houſe, ſhews them the Lady Emelia her Aunt, who prayes him not to dif- 
pair, but that Bareran®”s Letters notwithſtandingghe bimſelf ſhall ſhortly marry her Niece Claraz 
only ſhe prayes him for the two Letters, bccaulc ſhe affirms, ſhe will to morrow ſend them to 
A: Ko. Millas to ber Father and Mother; Wherciu: he faith, be will take adviſc of his pillow ; when 
11'S faſting out his Supper, he berakes himſelf to his B:d, to ſee whether be can fleep away thoſe 
his paſſions a®.d vexaiions: And by this time Clare going to lock up theſe two aforeſaid let- 
ters in her Trunk, ſhe fivds ber Hankercher , but mifſeth her Letters , wherear {bluſhing for 
ſhame, and then again looking pale for ſorrow, gricfand anger, ſh: ſpeedily ſends away Adri- 
2nato the Bower, to look them, who returns without them, and then ſhe knows for certain 
that Alhemare hath found themz whereupon ſor meer grief and angery ſcigning her ſelf fick,fhe 
withdraws her ſelf ro her Chamber,and there preſently berakes her {elf to her bed. 

| may well ſay that Clara and Albemare betake themſclves ro their beds; but I am ſare not to 
their reſt z For gricf and love ſo violctvly af their ſeverall parts in their hearts and thoughts, 
as gh they do, bur {ep they cannot; Yea their paſſions and ſorrows are as diffcrentas their de- 
fircs 3 for az Albemare now gricves that he hath found theſe Lecters ; ſo doth Clara that ſhe hath 
loſtthem ; and as he vows not to reſtore her them, ſo ſhe neither dares, and yet difdaineth to 
demand them of him; Yea again, which is more, as their ſorrows are different , fo are their 
pretended conſolation, at lcaft if I may properly and truly tearm thcm confolations : For as 
(lars, alchough ſhe have loſt her Baretano's Letters , doth yer rejoyce that ſhe RilI retains the 
Writ.r and Authour thereof ingraven and charaftered in her beart 3 fo doth «Albemare , that 
now fully knowing Baretanoto,bcthis rivall,. and who by all probability is like to' bear his 
miftris from bim, he hath (as he injuſtly conceives)a juſt reaſon to be revenged,and a trucoc- 


afe&icn, ſodoth the vanity and iwpicty.of thisreſolution of Albemares from hellifh malice 


irg thu he will in the morn towards Millas, and there tric bis fortune , cither to kill him, or 
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berrics and wild Lillics, ſhe within a flight ſhoot from her, perceives it tobe her Lover, (but not 


forth the Park from him, yet his aff-Qion is fo fervent to her, as he will nceds aſcend the Bower, 


hy caſion to fight with him; but as Clarg*s comfort and conſolation herein proceeds from true | 


$& devillihindignationz yca;although the night doth or ſhould bring counſel, yer as Clara paſ-_ 
ſeth it over only with ſighs , ſo doth Aibemare with fumes of revenge againſt Baretano, vow- | 


'to bekilled ofhim, ina D.c; to which end he is no ſooner ready , Tutte GS FN 
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Hiſt. XIL. _AlbemareandClara. ——- 


Lady Emelia with his intended journey, but notwith his reſolution to git with  Baretans , 
and the ſame he doth ©(the Empreſs of his thoughts, and Q teen of his defires) Clara,demane 
ding her if ſhe pleaſe to command him any ſervice for Millan 3 who both bluſhing and paling 
hereat, her aff:Ction to Baretano having now made her expert in the ſubtiltics of love, (he well 
knows what wind drives Albemare to Millan 3 and theretore guided by diſcretion, and not by 
paſſion, ſhe recurns him this Anſwer 3 That having neither reaſon nor deſire to command him, 
ſhe only prayes him to remember her humble duty to her Father and Mother, and fo wiſheth 
his journey proſperous 3 which anſwer of hers (being indeed no other than Albemare expected) 
he yer advanceth to kiſs her at parting 3 which her civility,though not her affe&ion, granted 
himz not ſo much as once dreaming or ſauſpe&ing that he conceived the Ieaft thought or in- 
rent to faght with her ſweet Baretano, and ſo, he takes horſe, having only one ſervant with 
bim. 

Albemare being arrived at Saint Remie, a ſmall Town within fifteen miles of Milan, he re- 
ſolves co dinz there, which he doth ; and to avoid the heat ofthe day, then betakes himſelf 
to {{:cp an hour or two; being awaked, he commands his man to make ready his horſe, and ſce- 
ing the hoſt of the houſe in his Chamber, inquires of him if there were any Gentlemen inthe 
houſe riding to Millan, who as:ſoon turns him this unlook*d-for and unexpefted anſwer; that 
there was a brave Gentleman in the houſe named Signior Baretano, who was td ride thither 
ſome two hours hence. Albemare no ſooner hears the name of Baretano, but his very hcart=- 
blood l:(h:th up in higsface, when demanding him again what manner of Gentleman he was, 
he told '11\m h: was a tall ſI:nder young Gentletnan, with never a hair on his face, and out of 
this wind», quoth he, you may now ſee him walking in the Garden 53 when Albemare look- 
ing forth t-cs1nd:ed that it was his very rivall Baretano; whenenquiring further of the Hoſt 
what followers hc had wich him, he told himgthat then he had none , but ſometimes when he 
came? thither , either to take the air, or breath hishorſe, he was attended by ewo or three 3 and 
ſo the Hit leaves him, not once ſaſpeCting of any difference between them. Albemare ſeeing his 
enemy (b=can'e hisrivall ) brought to him, whom he formerly reſolved roſeck and find outy 
aſſumes a baſe anda bloody reſolution to ſet upon him in the high way diſguiſed, and there to 
venture his own life,to deprive him of his; which to cffc& he will have no cyc-witneffes of this 
his ignoble and trecherous buſineſs; and therefore purpoſely ſends away his mau to Millay 
before him, and {o flipping into the Town, provids himfelfof a Mask or Viſard ; then takes his 
horſe, and rather like a thecfthan a Gentleman, lurks behind a Grove (ſome three miles from 
Saint Remy) attending Baretano's comming, who poor harmleſs young Gentleman , harbou- 
ring and brcathing no other choughrs and wiſh:s than charity to all the world, and pure and 
ferventaff:&ion to his fair and dear Clara, likewiſe takes his horſe, and draws homeward to- 
ward M//2; when being arrived to the place where Albemare ſecretly lay in ambuth for him 
he turivaſly and ſuddenly ruſh:th forth, and with his Rapicr drawn in his hand; runnes Bare- 
tex) into his right arm , who feeling the wound almoſt as ſoon as he ſaw his _ 
who gave it him, he is at firſt, as it vere amazed hereatz when thinking him by his 
tobe a Baxdettr,, who were then very bufic in Lombardy, bur eſpecially in the Darchy of Mit- 
lan, he told him that all the coyn he had, which was ſome ten double Piſtols in Gold , and 
two D.ckats in ſilver, were at his ſervice, but to fight in his defence, hewouald not 3 Not,quoth 
hey that he was any way a Coward, bur that he affirmed he was lately affianced and engaged to 
a young Lady; fo thathe perfeftly knew that her aff:&ion was ſo dear and tendertowards himy 
a cither the loſs or preſervation of his life would bz chat of hers 3 Albemeare galled and touch'd 
to the quick with this his beare-killing anſwer to him, is wholly inflamed with choler pr 
him, when ruſhing towards him, he delivers him theſe words; Villain, it is not thy Gold, 
budthy life which 1 ck, and then trayning himſelfto run Baretano thorow , lothe ftring of 
of his Mask breaks , where Baretano apparently ſecs it is his Rivall Abemarez whereat ſuch is 
bis tender aff:&ion to his ſweet and fair Clare, that he who before turned craveny and would 
not fight for his own ſake, is now cheerfally reſolved, not only to fight , bur if occafton require, 
to dic for hersz and ſo returning the villain to 4/bemeres throat , he inſtantly draws, and joyns 
with him; and if Albemareb: reſolute in fighting, no leſs valiant and couragious is Baretenoz 
{| forthe rem:mbrance of his Clara's ſiwcet Idea, and freſh delicious beauty , intuſcth ſuch life ro 
his valour , and ſach gencrolity, and animoſity to his —_— as he deals his blows roundlyy 
FJ and his chraſts freely , making Albemare know, that his Rapice is ofan cxcellent temper z 
q 2nd yet his heart ofa b:tter 3 And Albrmare ſecing he miſt buy his viRtory deacer than tie ex» 

Peited, and diſdaining to b= 0ar-braved and beaten by a Boy , placks up his beft ſpirics and 
courag2 to him, and [o lixewiſe behaves himſelf —_ and valiantly , in ſuch fort : ery 
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wichia leſs than a quarter of an hour , Baretano hath given him five wounds, and he Baretano' 

three, when the Count of Martingue paſling that way in his Coach towards Millan, and ſceing 
ewo Gentlemen fo buſily fighting , he crics out to his Coach-man., to gallop away with all 
celerity , and ſo parts them 3 when ſeeing them full of blood, ſweat and duft, having his Chi- 
rurgion {till in his train with him, he out of an honourable. courtefic and charity, intreats and 
accompanies them to the nexc houſe, where he cauſeth their wounds to be dreſt and bound vp; 
when by their Apparrell ſceing them to be Millaneſes , is defirous to know their quarrell,and 
profi:rs his belt afſiftance to reconcile and make them friends 3 but their hearts are fo great, and 
th-ir malice ſo implacable, as they both thank the Count for his noble courtefis, but beſeech 
hun to pardon them, in obſcuring their names and quarrell; and yet he is ſo Noble and gene- 
rous , as he wit! not ſo leave them , bur ſeeing them ſhrewdly wounded (though not he thinks 
morcally ) he tor their greater caſc and ſafety, cauſeth two of his G:nil:men to mount their 
horſcs, and takes them both up into his Coach with him, and ſo brings them within the Gates 
of .Millan, where after they had feverally rendred him many thanks for his Courteſie 
and Honour , hee commends them both to their good Fortuncs , and fo leaves 
them. 

Baretano and Atbemare bcing thus arrived at Millan , they eonceal their fighting , and ſo 
keep their Chambers , till they have ſecured their wounds 3 when A4lbemare vitits Capells and 
his Ladic Caſtians , and reports to themthe health and duty of their Danghter , as alſoher a» 
verineſs towards him, and withall ſhews her Baretano's two Letters to her, whereby ir is ap- 
parent, thac the is ſo wholly his, as he himſclt is (ure never to obtain or enjoy her. Her Father 
and Mother ac the firlt , ſcem ro hang their heads/at this news, and th- peruſall of the Letters; 
but at Jaſt bid him not deſpair , but be couragious, for he , and only he ſhall be their Sonin 
law. Burt Albemare conſidering that for the term of at lIcaft fix Moncths , hee , Camelion- like, 
had only been fed with the air of their vain \wevrrong » and that he perfcQly knew, that Clara 
only intended to oY Baretano, and none but him; his love to her was io render and fervent, 
as he cannot conceive the ſhadow of any hope how to obtain her for his wife in this world , be- 
fore he have ſent Baretaxo to another; when he being conſtant in his reſolution thereof ro him 
ſelf, becauſe he was reſolute in his conftancie and aff.&tion ro Clara 3 no reaſon, no Religion, 
not his Conſcience , not his Soul, can divert him from this bloody dcfign, from this murthe- 
rous and therefore damnable proje&; Fecding therefore on malice , and boyling with Re- 
venge towards Baretano , hee, not as a Gentleman, but rather degenerating from the vertue and 
honour of that honourable degree and quality , bethinks himſelt either by Piſtoll or poiſo 
how he may treacherouſly diſpatch himz whereon ruminating and pondering ( as malice ad 

| Revenge may perchance ſlumber , but difficultly fl:ep) the Devzll, who is never'abſent in ſuch 
kelliſhfiratagems and occaſions, gives him mcans (though by'a contrary ongieS, how to dif- 
patch him ; For on a day, deſcending the ſtairs of the Dom , he ſees Pedro and Leonardi(twe 
Souldicrs , or rather Braves of the Caſtle of Pavia)paſs by him, with whom he had been for» 
micrly acquainted,but ſo poorly Apparclled , as weighing their bloody humours by their neccifi- 
ty , he (in favour ofmony ) thinks them very fit Agents and Inſtruments to mack th and make' 
away Baretane, to whichend , to play the Pra&ique part, as well as the Theorigue, and foto res 
duce this his bloody contemplation into aCtion, he ſends his man Valerio after them, and prayet 
them to repair to him in the Cloyſters of Borromees Palace, for that he hath a buſineſs to impart 
them of great importance for their profits. V alerio overtakes them, delivers rhemhis Maſters 
pleaſurez whonetled with this word Profit , they repair to the Rendevouz , and meet Albema= 
res when having refrcſhed their acquaintance , and he ſworn them to ſecrefic , as he was a wret- 
ched and perfidious Gentleman, acquaints them with his defire, ſome ten daics hence to have 
them murther Sezgzior Baretano in the ſtreet by night, and to give it out , that it was done by 
ſome Spunierds of the Vicergyes Guard, and that he will give them an hundred Duckatoons in 
hand , and leave them as much more with his man / alerio, which rhey ſhall receive of him , 
whien they have diſpatch'd himz and forhis own part, ſome four or five dayes hence he will 
away for Modena, to caft the better varniſh and colour that he was innocent thereof, and had 
no finger atall in the buſineſs. POR 
Pedro and Leonardo ſecing that Albemare profered them Gold, which they ſo much 
wanted and deſired » like two limbs of the Devills , and as a couple of helliſh Blood» 
Hounds , not only promiſe , but ſwear to him. punftually , in all reſpe&s tro perform 
his defires, and ſo they touch their firſt kundred Duckatoons, which being the pledge 
'and - price of innocnt blood ,it will affuredly :coft them dear, and draw down vengeance» 
 ruine and contuſion on their hcads from Heaven, when they leaſt think or dream Ge 
> | Albemare 
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eAlbemare baving ſertled this hisbloody and mournfull buſineſs with Pedro and Leonardo; heis 
again ſolicited by Capello and Caſtiano, to return to their Daughter in Modena; whereunts 
he willingly confenteth 3 when armed with their Letters to her, wherein they charge her oh 
their commands and bleſſing , to diſpoſe her ſelf to affe& and marry him, he within tcur daics 
departeth ; Bur having ſecretly revealed his fight with Barerano to ſome of C apelio his chicteſt 
and moſt confident ſervants, they yet love and honour their young Lady Clara fo well in her ab- 
ſence, as they {cad her the true relation and intelligence thereof, which is at Moder:a a little be- 
fore Albemare, the which being unknown to him, he isno ſooner arrived there , but he {a> 
Jutes firſt the Aunt Emelia, then her. Neece and his Miſtreſs Clara 3 to whom having delivered 
her Parents Letters , ſh: Repping afide to the window , reads them, and ſo returning to him a- 
gain, gives him this ſharp and bitter welcome : My Father and Mother command me to love thee; 
bnt how can 1, ſince upon the highwaygthou baſely and treacherovſly attempteaſt to kill my dear Ba- 
retano , whom I love a thouſand times dearer than the whole world ? when with tcars in her cycs, 
and choler in her Jooks, ſhe very ſuddenly and paſſionatly fAlings from him; wherat Emelia won- 
dreth , and he both ftormes and grievesz and fo they berake themſelves to their Chambers, 
where Albemare throwing himſclt on his bed, ſaith thus to himſelf; Unkind and cruell Clare 
if thou take my fighting with Baretano thus tenderly, how wilt thou brook the news of his 
death ? On the other fide, Clara grieves as mach at her Baretano's wounds , as ſhe rejoyceth 
at his ſafety and recovery 3 yea, ſo tender is her aff:Ction to him, as ſhe a thouſand times wiſhee, 
that the blood he loſt , had ftreamed from her own heart, Again , knowing his wounds free 
from danger, ſhe cannot but ſmile, and delight to ſec his dear and true aff:Etion to her , in re= 
membring that he would not fight for his own ſake, and yet was ready, yea, and valiantly ha- 
zarded to loſe his lite for hers ; and in theſe amorous conceits and contemplations ſhe pentively 
drives away the time,admiring and wondering that all this while ſhe hears not from her Bareta« 
210 3 But alas, alas! the hall hear too too ſoon of him, though indeed never more from himz 
for theſe execrable wretches , Pedro and Leonardo, ſome four daics after Albemares departure 
to Modena, they, according to their promiſe and oath given him, like ewo moſt bloody and 
butcherly villaines, cruclly affaule and murther this harmleſs and innocent young Gentleman  - 
Baretane, in the ſtreets of Millaz by night, with no Teſs than ſeven fſeverall wounds z whereof 
four were clean thorow his body z and ſo give it:out ( asit was formerly concluded ) that he 
was murthered by ſome Spaniards of the Vice-rozes Guard; when the ſame night they repair to 
V alerio, acquaint him therewith, reccive their other hundred Duckatoons, and ſo provide for 
their ſafety in the City 3 but that bloody money, and this crucll murther , will in the cnd coſt 


- them dearer than cither they imagin or dream of, 


Whiles Millan ratleth with the news of Baretano's bloody and untimely cnd , as his own 
friends infinitly lament and grieve , ſo Capello, and his wife Ca#ians, cannot refrain from re 
Joycing thereat , as now affuring themſelves, that Albemare ſhall ſhortly be their Son in Lawz 
and for /alerio , he with all poſlible ſpeed , writes away thereof to Modena, to his Maſter, who 
entertains this news with infinit joy and delefation , and preſently acquaints the Lady Emeliz 
therewith; whereat ſhe rejoyceth, aud he triumphs 3 but they both reſolve as-yer , to conceal 
it from Clara, becauſe they know ſhe will even diffolve and melt into tears thereat. But four 
daics after are not fully expired , but her Father and Mother advertiſe their Daughter Clara, 
their fiſter Ewelia, and Albemare thereof, by a Gentleman , a ſervant of theirs , whom they pur- 
poſely ſend to Modena to bring back Clara and Albemare to Millan. But it is for none but Io- 
v:rs, to conceive or judge, with what cxtreme exceſs of grief and immoderate ſorrow our poor 
Clara underſtands this heart- peircing news of her Baretano*s mournfull and ſorrowtull death; 
for ſhe is no ſooner advertiſed thereof , but ſhe throws off her attire, tears her hair, and twice 
following falls to the ground ina ſwound 3 ſo as Emelia, Albemare, Adriana, and her Fathers 
Gentleman, can hardly referch and keep life in her; but being come again ro her ſenſes and 
{{If, and faintly opening her cloudy cycs to the beams of the Sun, who enamoured of her beau- 
ty Gas well in pity as love) cams to comfort and revive her; ſhe wringing her hands, then crof- 
fing her armes, and laftly , looking up towards Heaven, betwix: lighing and ſpeaking , breaths 
forth theſe mournfull paſſionate and affeQionat ſpeeches. 

O my Baretans, my ſweet and dear Baretano , and ſhall thy wretched Clara live, thou being |. 
dcad? when the violence of her aff-&ion and ſorrow making her forget her ſelf , and her God, 
ſhe ſecretly unſheathes her knife , and then and there would have ftabbcd her (elf to death, had 
not Albemare and her Aunt Emelia ſpecdily ſept to her afſiftance,and prevented her, by wreſting 
it from her; when condufting her to the Garden to take the air, ſhe praies Albemare to leave 
hee, and iv his abſence often again rep:zating the name of her dear Baretano, ſhe a thouſand 
times wiſaeth that her life had ranſomed ds "7" although ſh: were a woman, yer if 
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ſhe knew his murtherers, ſhe would flic to their eyes , and tear our their hearts , in meer re- 

venge of this inhumane and cruell death ; when her ſorrows are ſo infinite, and her grict ſofun- 

ſapportable, as ſhe cannot long remain in one place, but withdraws her ſelf from the Garden 

to her Chamber , whither her Aunt Emelia carctully accompanies her, lies with her that nighe 

to comfort her, who, poor afflicted young Lady, neither can nor will be comforted ; fo as the 
next morning, had not her Aunt powerfully prevented and ſtopped her , ſhe had then undoubr- 
ly entered the Nunnery of her own name, Saint Clara, and in that retired and obſcure life, 
there ended her daies in 24odena ; reſolving in true affection and zeal to her dead Baretaxo, ne- 
ver thence forth, cither to fee her Parents, or Milan ; but being divertcd and comforted by 
ſome Divines, and many Ladies of that City, ſhe brooking hec ſorrows as patiently as ſhe 
may, {with much ſolicitation Jakter ten daies, p:rmits her ſelt tro b: conveyed home to Millan, 
where, although ſhe were very cheerfully received , and joytully entertained of her Father and 
Mother , yet ſhe likewiſe went nceer to have there mewed her ſclt up af! pirituall ſiſter in the 
Nunnery of the Annunciation 3 but that again ſhe wasprev:ntcd ; whereat grieving , ſhe takes 
on mourning attire, and vowes to wear it a whole year for his ſake; when to make her ſel{Cag 
ſhe was) both a true Lover, anda true Mourner to the memory of her dead Baretano, ſhe of- 
tentimes ſteals into Saint Exphemias Church , where he was buricd, and there bedews hig 
Tomb with tears, living ſo penſively, and diſconſolatly, that although ſhe live in the world, 
yet it ſcems ſhenceither is, nor long will be of the world. 

But as women are but women, and as Time is a ſoveraign remedy for all diſcaſes and ſor- 
rows; ſo about ſome ten moneths after, the inceflant importunity of her Father and Mother, 
and the continuall tender refpe& and obſervant courteſte of Albemare towards her , make her 
ſomewhat negle& and forget the memory of Baretano, and now to look on him with amore 
pleaſing and favourable eye , than before. But here (again ) a conſideration makes her affe- 
tion dic towards Albemare, almoſt as ſoon as it begins to live z For why (quoth ſhe) ſhould ſhe 
aff:& or love him, who at Saint Remy gave her Baretan three ſeverall wounds ? Burt then Love 
againe ſteps in , and thus pleads with her for Albemarez That he received five wounds, and 
gave Baretano but three , which made himloſe far more blood than Barztans ; and yet that 
this attempt of his , was only occafioned through his aftcE&ion to her , and only for her ſake, 
as loving her dearer than his own life 5 which again gave her thoughts ſuch farisfa&tion, 
as weighed down and vanquiſhed, as well by the power and prayers of her Parents,” as alſo by 
the endleſs fighs, letters, and preſents of Albemare; the year is no ſooner <xpircd, and her 
mourning weeds and attire done away, but to their own hearts content , and the unſpeakable 
Joy of their Parents , they in Millan (with great pomp and bravery ) are very ſolemnly married, 
But this marriage of theirs ſhall not prove ſo proſperous as they expect and hope ; For Godin 
his all-ſccing Providence, hath decreed to difturb the tranquillity and ſerenity thereof, and to 
make them feel the ſharp and bitter ſhowers of affliction and miſery, which bricfly doth thug 
ſurpriſc and befall them. 

Albemare and Clara have hardly been married together a year and quarter, but his hot love 
begins to wax coldand frozen to her, yea, albeit ſhe affeted him truly and tenderly, yet he 
continually negleAing her , and no longer delighting in the ſweetneſs of her youth , and the 
freſhneſs ofher beauty , his Iuftfull eyes and thoughts carry his Iafcivious ſelt abroad among 
Curtezans , when they ſhould be fixed on her , and refident at home with his chaft and fair La» 


dy 3 fo as his infidelity proving her gricf and torments, and his vanity and ingratitude her uns. 


ſpeakable affliftion and -vexation; ſhe with infinite fighs and tears om her match- 
ing him, and a thouſand times wiſheth ſhe had been ſo happy and bleſſed to have died Baretas 
0's Martyr, and not fo unfortunat and accurſed to live to ſee her ſelf j Albemares wife 3 and yet 
were there any hope of his reformation, ſhe ſhould then prefix bounds to her calamities and ſor- 
rows ; But ſeeing that his vices grew with his age, and that cvery day he became more vicious 
and unkind to her than other , her hopes are now wholly tarncd into deſpair, her mirth into 
mourning z yea, her inward diſcontents ſo apparently bewray themſclves in her outward ſors 
rowfull complexion and countenance, that the Roſes of her checks are metamorphoſed into 
Lillies, and her hearc ſo wholly taken up with 2nzuiſh, and ſurpriſed with ſorrow, as ſhe 
witſheth that her bed were her Grave, and her ſelf in Hcaven with God ; becauſe ſhe could find 
no comfort here on Earth with her Husband ; But beyond her expeftation, God is providing 
to redreſs her gricf, and to remedy her afflitions by a very ftrange and unlooked-for accident. 
The Providence and Fuftice of God doth now again refetch bloody Pedro, toatt another part 
upon the Stage and Theater of this Hiſtory 3 For having ſpent that mony lewdly, which he bc- 
forc got damnably of Albemare , his wants arc ſo great , and his neceſlity ſo argent , as having 
played the murtherer before, he makes no conſcience nor ſcruple now to play the thief, and _ 
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by night breaks into a Jewellers ſhop , named Seignor Fiamata, dwelling in the great place be- 
fore the Domo, and there carrics away from him a ſmall Trank or Casker, wherein were ſome 
ancut Saphyrs and Emralds, with ſome Venic- Chryſtall p:ndants for Ladics to wear in their ears, 
and orher rich commodities z but Fiamatta lying over his ſhop, and hearing it, and locking his 
door to him for fear of having his throat cut , gives out the cry and alarum forth the window, 
which ringing in the ftreets, makes ſome of the neighbours , and alfo the watch approach and 
afſemble 3 where finding Pedro running with a Casket under his arm , he is preſently hemb'd 
ing apprchended and impriſoned , and the Casket took from him, and again reſtored to Fia- 
mata 3 when knowing that he ſhall dic for this robbery, as a juſt puniſhment and judgement of 
God, now ſent him for formerly murthering of Baretaxo, he having no other hope to. efcape 
dcath, but by the means ofAlbemare, he ſends carly the next morning for his man V/alerzo, to 
come £o the priſon to him,whom he bids to tell his Maſter A!bemare from him, that being ſure 
co be condemned for this robbery of his, if he procure: him not his pardon, he will not charge 
his ſoul any longer with che murther of Baretano, but will on the Iadder reveal , how it was he 
who hircd himſelf and Leonardo to perform itz V alerio reporting this to his Maſter, it affrights, 
his thoughts , and terrifies his conſcience and courage, to ſce himſelf reduced to this miſery, 
thatno leſs than his life muſt now ſtand to the mercy of this wretched Varlet Pedro's tongue, 
But knowing it impoſlible to obtain a pardon for him , and therefore high ti ne to provide for 
his own ſafety, by {topping of Pedro's mouth 3 he reſolves to heave Oſſa upon Peliore, or to add 
murther ro murther , and now to poyſon him in Priſon , whom he bad formerly cauſed to 
murther Baretano in the ſtreet, to the end he might tell no tales on the Ladder, thinking it no 
ingraticude or fin, but rather ajuft reward and recompence for his former bloody ſervice; fo to 
feed Pedro with falſe hopes ,thereby to charm his tongue to falence, and to lull his malice a fle:p, 
he ſpecdily returnes Yalerio to priſon to him , who bids him fear nothing, for that his Maſt er 
had vowed to get him his pardon, as he ſhall more cf &ually hear from him that night; where- 
at Pedro rcjoyceth and triumpheth, telling Valerio, that his Maſter Albemare is the moſt gene- 
rous and braveſt Cavalier of Lombardy. But to nip his joyes in their untimely bloſſoms, and r6 
diſturb the harmony of his falſe content, that very day , as ſoon as he hath dined , heis tried 
and arraigned beforc his Judges z and being apparently convicted and found guilty oi this rob=- 
bery , he isby them adjudged to be hanged the next morn, at a Gibbet purpoſely to be,creted 
ore Fiamata's houſe , where he committed his dchi& and crime 3 which juſt ſentence nor only 
makes his joy ftrike fail to ſorrow , but alſo his pride and hopes let fall their Peacocks plumes 
to humility and fear; But his only cruſt and comfort , yea, his laſt hopes and refuge is in Mlbe- 
mare , who hearing him to be condemned to be executed the next morning 3 he is enforced to 
play his bloody prize that night, and fo in the evening ſends Valerio to prifon tohim, with a 
Capon, and two Fiaſcoes (or bottles) of Wine for him to make merry, informing him that he 
hath obtained his pardon , and that it is written, and wants hothing bur the Y/':ceroyes lign to 
it, which he ſhall have to morrow at break of day. But the Wine of one of the bottles was in- 
termixed with ſtrong and deadly poyſon, which was ſo cunningly tempered, as it carried no 
diſtaſtfall , but a pleafing reliſhto the palat ; Valerio like an cxecrable villain, proving as true a 
ſcrvant to his Mafteryjas rebc)lious and falſe to his God , he punCtually performes this feartull 
and mournfull buſineſs ; and having made Pedro twice drunk , firſt with his good riews, and 
then with his poyſoned Wine,the takes Teave of him that night, and committing him to his reft, 
promiſeth to be with him very early inthe morning with his pardon. When this miſerable and 
beaftly prophane wretch, never thinking of his danger, or deathz of God,or his foul z of Heaven 
or Hell; betakes himſelf to his bed, where the poiſon ſpreading ore his vitall parts , ſoon bercaves 
him of his breath, ſending his ſoul from this life and world to another: 

Now the next morning very early, as the Gaolercame to his Chamber to bid himprepare to 
his cxccution, he finds him dead and cold in his bed 3 and thus was the miſerable end of this 
bloody and inhumane murtherer (and thief )Pedro, who yet for cxample ſake was one. whole 
day hanged by the heels in his ſhirt, at his appointed place of cx:cution, becauſe his Judges Uee- 
med that he had cruclly poiſoned and made away himſelf. And now doth Albemare again re+ 
Joyce and triumph , to ſce he hath avoided that dangerous ſhelf and rock whereon he was very 
likely to have ſuff-red ſhipwrack, yea,and now he thinks himſelf ſo abſolutly ſafe and ſecure, as 
he holds it impoſliblegthat cither his murthering of Baretano,or his poiſoning of Pedro, canany 
way refl:& on him, or henceforth produce him any further ftorms or tempeſts. 3 buthis:bopes 
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and joyes will deceive him, for God, whois the infallibe revenger of innocent blood will nar 
ſo leave him , but ere Tong when heleaſt thinks or dreams thereof , not only inhis ! providence 
d:tet theſe his foul crimes, bur in his Juſtice ſeverely puniſh them; and the Readers 
curioſity ſhill not go farr to ſee it 3 for as to a guilty Conſcience, it is the pleaſure 


of the Lord , that one miſery befall him in the neck andnick of the other , ſo Albemmare 
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is 00 ſooner freed of Pedro imMillan, bur behold he is a freſh intangled and aſſaulted with Leo- 


nardo (his other rep murthercr)in Pavia, who having there prodigally rioted away his bun« 
dred. Duckatons, and alſo run himſclffar in debt ; his Creditors joyn together, and ſo clap 
him priſoner, where having no other hope for his freedom and liberty , but to relic on Albe« 
mares he writcs him a Letter to Milan, wherein he'acquaints him with his poverty and miſery, 
and praies him (for the obtaining of his liberty ):ither to lend or give him fifty Dackatonsz Al- 
bemare reccives this Letter, bur forgetting his former ſervice; as alſo thinking ir only a fetch of 
Lemnards, to fetch him over for ſo many Dackatons, as God would have it, he very inconſi- 
deratly burns this his Letter, and anſwereth it with filence 3 but he {hall repent when it will 
be too late , and out of his power to remedy this his ingratizude and indiſcretion, 
Leonardo having ar leaſt fifecen daies expeCted an anſwer from Allbemare, and receiving none, 
he isextremely incenſed and incaged to ſee himſelf thus {lcighted and forgotten of him,when 
+ exaſperated by his miſery, and animated by his extream poverty acd indigence, in that he is 
now inforced to ſell away his apparcll , and foto nncloth his back, thereby to feed his belly, 
| he intends no more torequeſt and pray him, but now reſolves to touch him to the quick the 
which he doth in theſe few lines which he ſends him to MiUlan by a meſi:nger of purpoſe. 


LEONARDO to ALBEMARE, 


| T, my firſt Letter prvailed not with thee for the loan or gift of fifty Ducatons, to free me from this © 


| Þ my miſerable impriſonment ; I make #0 doubt but this my ſecond will, for being a Soultier,l give 
thee to underſtand that I hold it far more generous to hang than jterve; ſith as a balter is only the be= 
inning of my friends ſorrows 3 ſo it will likewiſe be the end of my own miſeries ; yea , if thou ſpeedily 
Furniſh and accompliſh not my requeſt , although it cot mee my {: fe , I will no longer conceal, how thou 


did bire Pedro and my ſelf, for two hundred Duckatons, to give Signior Baretano his death,which 


at thy requeſt we performes : Think than how near my ſecrecy concerns thy life , fith when I ſuffer 
death , 1 know thou haſt but a ſhort and poor time left thee to ſurvive mee ;, Therefore thank thy ſelf 
if thy ingratitude turne my affettion into contempt, and that into revenge aud malice. 


LEONARDO 


Now, although Leonardo mean not as he write, yet this his meſſenger comming to Milan , 
and not finding Albemare athis houſe, he knows not (and is reſolute ) what to do, cither to 


ftay his comming in, or to deliver his Letter to ſome of his ſervants 3 But waiting at his door - 
till late in the evening, and hearing no news of him, he gives it to Valerio , and ( without tel- 


ling himfrom whom, or whence it came) praycs him ſatcly to deliver it to his Maſter, and that 
he will repair thither the next morning foran anſwer. Valero claps the Letterinto his pocket, 
awaiting his Maſters comming 3 but he is ſo bad a Husband to himſelf, and ſo diſloyall and 
unkind a one to his chaſt and fair wife, as he was out all night wich his Curtizans , which good 
and vertuous Lady, even picrceth her heart with grief and ſorrow. Now / alerioſceing his 
Maſter abſent, his comming uncertain, and himſelf inforced to go forth about his affairs , he 
placeth the Letter upon a Cupboard near his Maſters ftudy , that it might be apparant to his 
eye when he came in, and ſo departs. 
But here the mercy and providence of God invites the Chriſtian Reader to admire and won- 
der at the ftrange diſcovery and deteRion of this Letter; for as Albemare( more for ſportthan 
charity kept a man-fodl of ſome forty years old in his houſe, who in indeed was ſo naturaly 
iſh , a8 not A4i1lan, bardly Italy could match him for fimplicity, Ic ſochanced, that this 
Farmlct fool gat intothe room after Valerio, and ſaw him put up this Letter on the Cupboard; 
Now , as Children and Fools may in ſome ſort be termed Couſin Germain to Apes ; ſp as ſoon 
as Valerio was departed, this Fool(no doubt lcd wholly by the dircCtio and finger of God,ra» 
ther than by bis own proper ignorance and fimplicity )) gets into the Chamber , and raking a 
ſtool to aſcend the Cupboard, he brings away the Letter, which both in the Hall and Yard he 


vagant and fimplc thoughss; when, behold our ſweet and vertuous Clara comming from Saint 
Ambroſe Church, whereſhc had beento hear Veſpres, and ſeeing a fair Letter faſt ſealed in the 
Fools hand, ſhe enquires of him from whence he had it'? who ſinging and hopping , and ſtill 
with the Letter, he could get no other anſwer from him,but, That it was his Lettrr,and 
that God bad ſent it bim, that God had ſent it him 3 which ſpeeches of his he often ae 


tofſcs and dandles in his hand, as if this new-found pay gove dclight and content to his extra* - 
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| yet yetwo are but one {|:(h, and therefore conſider, that malice is a bad advocat, and, re-s 


_ and thatthe poor Fool was doubtleſs infpircd from Heaven , to affirm that God 


| the Lady Clara, he commands her zeal and Chriſtian fortitude towards God, in ſh:wing het 
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When Clara weighing his words, and conidering ont of whoſt mouth they came, her hears 
inftantly b:gan to grow , and her colour to riſc, as if God and her ſoul prompted her, chat ſhe 
had ſome intereſt in that Letterz whereupon ſnatching it trom the Fool, whom ſhe lefe crying 
in thic Hall for the loſs thereof 3 ſhe ſeeing ir direftcd to her Husband, goes to the Parlour, ar- 
tended by Adriana , and there fitting down in a Chair, and breaking ,up the ſeals thereof, he 
begins to read ir 3 but when the draws toward the concluſion thereof, and finds that 'it was her 
Husband Albemare's, who had cauſed her dear Lover and Friend Baretano to be murthered; 
then not able to contain her ſelt for ſorrow , th: throws her ſelf on the floor, and weeps and 
fighs ſo moucntully, as the mott obdurateſt and flintieſt heart could not chooſe bur relent into 
pity to ſee her ; For ſometimes ſhe look'd up to Heaven , and then again dejefing her eyes ro 
earth, now wringing her hands, and then croſling her armes, in ſuch diſconſolate and affticd 
manner , as A4:iang could not likewiſe refrain trom tears to behold her 3 when after a deep and 
profound filence , ſhe banding and evaporating many volleys of far fercht fighs into the aire, 
the commanding Adriana forth, the door ſhut, with the two cxtremitics of paſſion and ſorrow; ' 
ſhe alone urters theſe mourntull ſpeeches to her ſelf. | 
And ſhall Clara live to uuderttand, that her Buretazzo was murthercd for her fake, ard by 
her unfortunate Husband A/bemare ? and (hall ſhe any more lye in bed with him, whoſo inhu- 
manly hach lain him in his untimely and bloody grave? And Clara, Clara, wilt thou prove 
fo ungratfull to his memory , and co the tender aff Aion he bore thee, asnot to lament, not 
to ſeck to revenge this his diſiſtrous and cruzll end ? When again, her tears interrupting her 
words , and her fighs her tears; {h2 entring into a furcher conſultation with her thoughts ard 
conſciznce, her heart and her ſoul ar laſt continacsher (p:ech in this manner : Q, but unfortus 
nate and wretched Cars, what ſpeakctt thou of revenge ? for confider with thy ſelf, yea for- 
get not to conhider, Baretans was but thy tricnd, 4/bemare is thy Husband ; the firſt loved thee 
in hope to marry thee, but thou art married to the ſ:cond, and therefore thou muſt love hin: 
and although his ingratitude and infidelity towards thee, make him unworrhy of thy aff-Aionz 


venge a worſe Judge : Bur here again remembring that a foul and odious crime, murther way 
in the ſight of the Lord, that, che diſcovery thercot infinitly tended to his glory and hongiir; 

fon the Letter 
ſh: knows'that hzr bonds of conſcience to her S2v;our, muſt exceed and give a Law to thoſe of 
her dury towards her Hasband z and therefore preferring Heaven before Earth, and God. be- 
fore her Husband, ſh: immcdiatly calls tor her Coach, and gocs diref&ly ro Baretazo's Unkle, 
Seignior Giovan de Montefiore, and with fighs and tears ſhews him the Letter, who formerly, 
though in vain, haw moſt curiouſly and exadtly hunted ro diſcover the martherers of his Ne- 
phew. Montefiore fick readsthe Letter with tcars, then with joy z and then turning towards 


how much the diſcovery of this murther tended to his glory, and ſo dreſently ſends away for the 
Prefident Criminall ; who immcdiatly repairing thither , he acquaints him therewith , ſheds 
him ih: Letter , and praycs him to examin the Lady Clara thereon ; which with much modefty 
and cquity he doth, and then returnes with her to her houſe, and there likzwite examineth the 
Fool where he had the Lztter 35 who our of his incivility and fimpliciry , takes the Preſideſit by 
the band , and bringing himto the Cupboard tells him 3 Here God ſent the Letter, andWere I 
found him; when Valerio bing preſent, and imagining by his Ladies heavie and ſorrowfull 
countenance, that this Lztter had , pzchaps, brought her into fome afflition and danger , he 
looking on the dirc&ion of the Letter, as alſo on the ſeal, he reveals both ro the Prefidext and 
his Lady, that he received that Letter from-one whom ht knew not, and that he left it pur« 
poſcly on the Cupboard for his Mafter , againſt his comming. The Preſident being fully fa- 
tixfi:d herein , admircs at Gods providence , revealed in the fimplicity of this poor harmleſs 
Fool in bringing this Leiter , which broaght the murther of Baretexo to light, (when knowir 
that God doth many times raife up the fooliſh and weak , to confound the wiſe and mighty 
things of the world) he preſently grants out a Conmiſſion to apprehend Albemare; who be» 
ing then found in b:d:with Marianz, one of the moſt famous Beauties and reputed Curtezans 
of Millan; Hc, both aſtoniſhed and amaz:d by the juſt judgments of God , is drawn from his 
beattly pleaſures and adultories, ro priſon 3 where being charged to have hired Pedro and Leo» 
nardo to have murthered Baretayo, he ſtourly denies it. Bur Leonardo's Letter being read him, 
and he thereon adjudged to the Rack, his Soul.and Conſcience ringing him many rhundring 
ral of terrour , he there ar large confefſerh it. when for this foul and bloody. faft of his, 
e the ſame afternoon is condemned to be hanged the next morning , at the common place of 
Exccution, which adminiftreth matter of talk , and admiration'thorowout all. —"— _ 
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S:rjcancs are lixewile tcnc away to Pavia, to bring Leonardo to Millan , who nor fo wuch 2g 
once dream'd or th 
miſery. WS. 2 

And now Albemereadvertiſcd of the manner how this Letter of Leonardo's was brought to 

light(wichout looking up to Heaven , from whence this vengeance juitly befell him for his 
fins) be curſed the cruelty of his wife, the fimplicity of the Fool, but moſt bitterly exclaimy | 
againſt the remiſneſs and carcleſneſs of his ſervant Valerio, in not retaining and keeping that 
Letter, which is the only cauſe of his death 3; yea, he is ſo fartranſported with cholcr againſt 
him, as although he hath but afew hours to live, yet he vows herwill affurcdly cry quictance 
with him erc he dic, 

Now the charity of his Judges ſend him Divines that night in Priſon , to PR and clear 
his conſcience, and toconfirm and fortific his ſoul againſt the morn, in his laſt conflict with 
the world, and her flight and tranſmigrationto Heaven 3 who powerfully and religiouſly ad- 
moniſhing him, that if he have commitred any other nocorious offence or crime, he ſhould now 
do well to reveal it}; He likewiſe there and then confeflcth , how he had cauſed his man 7 ale= 
r:0to poiſon Pedro with Wine in Priſon,. the very night before he was executed 3 whercupon 
this bloody and cx:crable wretch ( according to his helliſh deſerts )is likewiſe apprehended 
and impriſoned. 


And now Gods mercy and Juſtice brings this unfortunate ( beca1fe irreligious ) Gentleman 


Albemare, to receive condign -puniſhment for thoſe his two horrible murthers, which he had 


cauſed to be committed on the perſons of Baretano and Pedro , who aſcending the Ladder, in 
preſence of a world of ſpectators, who flocked from all parts of the City to ſee him take his 
laſt farewell of che world 5 The ſight and remembrance of his foul crimes, having now made 
him not only ſorcowfull , but repentant, he bricfly delivered theſe few words. 

He confeficth that he had hired Pedro and Leonardo to kill Baretano in the ftreet,and ſeduced 
his ſervant /alerio $0 poiſon Pedro in Priſon ; wherof, with much gricf and contrition , he 
heartily repented himſelf, and beſought the Lord to forgive it him 3 helikewiſe beſought Leo+ 
zardo and V alerio to forgive him , in reſp:& he knew he was the cauſe of their deaths ; becauſe 
he was ſure they ſhould not long ſurvive him, He likewiſe forgave his Fool , as being affured, 
that it wasnothe in the Letter, but God in him that had revecalcd the Lecter for his juft pu= 
niſhment and confufion. And laftly, he with many tears , forgave his wife and Lady Clar ay 
whom he affirmed from his heart , was by far too:vertuous for ſo difſelute and vile a Husband 
as himſelf. He blamed himſelf for negleRing to love her, and curſed his Q'1cans and Curte- 
zans, as b:ing rhe chief cauſe of all his miſerics , when requeſting all that were preſent , to pray 
for his ſoul, he was'turned off. 

But his Judges ſecing that he had added murther to murther, they held it Juſtice to add 
puniſhment to his puniſhment 3 and fo he is no ſooner cut down, bur they cauſe his body to 
be burnt, and his aſhes to be thrown into the air , which 1s accordingly performed. 

« Now, becauſe the Lord in his Juſtice, will puniſh as well the Agents , as the Authors of 
murther; whiles Abemare is ating the laſt Sceye and Cataſtrophe ofhis Tragedy 3 His wretch- 
cd hireling Leonardo, and his execrable ſervant V alerioare likewiſe arrained, found guilty, and 

condemned to be hang'd for their ſeverall murthers of Baretano and Pedro; and ſo the very 
trmoon they are brought to their Executioners, where Leonardo his former lifc and 
6 0 


n having made him know better how to fin than repent 3 he out of a fouldier-like 
ravery ( or rather vanity) thinks rather to terrific death, than that death ſhould terriftie himz 
begging pardon for his fins in generall of God and the world , and then bidding the hang- 
man do his office, takes his laſt adiew of the world. | 
When immediatly 7alerio aſcends the Ladder, who having repentance in his heart, and 
gricfand ſorrow in his looks ; as ncar as could be obſerved and gathered, ſpake rheſe werds- 
That b:ing poor both in friends and means , the only hope of preferment under his Maſter , 
made him at his requeſt to poiſon Pedro in Priſon z That many times fince he hath heartily 
gricvcd for it y and now from his very ſoul repents himſelf of it, and beſecching the Lord to 
forgive it him, That he was as guilty of his murther, as innocent of Baretano's ; yea, or of the 
knowledge thercof , before his Maſter was impriſoned for the ſame 3 and that as this was his 
firſt Capicall crime, fo fith he muſt now die, be rcjoyced it was his laft, and ſo praying all ſer- 
vants to beware by his miſerable cxample, not to be! ſeduced to commit murther, either by 
their Maſters or the Devill; and befceching all that were preſent, to pray for his ſoul, 
ve eclgning and conumending it into the hands of his Rede:mer , was likewiſe turned 
oft. | 


t eycr this his Letter would have produced him this danger and 
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And thoſe were the miſcrablc ( yet deſerved ends ) oftheſe bloody murtherers; and thus did 
Gods juſtice and revenge triumph over their crimes , and themſclves, by heaping and raining 
down confufion on their headstrom Heaven, when the Devill( falſely Jmade them belicve they 
fate ſecure 3 yea, when they leaft dream'd thereof on carth. Oh that the fight and remeni- 
brance of their puniſhments, may reſtrain and dererr us from conſpiring and committing the 
like crimes ! ſo ſhall we live fortunate, and dic happy; whereas they dyed miſcrably, becauſe 
they lived wy 2g and prophancly. | 
And here fully to conclude and ſhut up this Hiftory,and thercin as I think to give ſome FariC.@. 
fation to the curiofity of the Reader, who may perchance defire to know what became afrer 
of the fair and vertuous Clara. Why her ſorrows were fo infinite, and her quality and nature 
ſo ſorrowfull, as being weary of the world , and as it were weighed down with the incefanr 
vanitics , crofſcs and afflictions thereof 3 ſhe (notwithſtanding the power and perſwafions of 
her parents ) aſſumes her former reſolution, to retire and ſequeſter her ſelf from converſing 
with the world, and ſo enters into the Nunnery ofthe Annunciation(lofamous in Millan) where 
for ought I know, or can fince underftand to the contrary , ſhe yet lives a penſive and ſolitary 
Siſters 


GODS 


- ——_— VALIF ANN. 
Lovilletchangd LiVabely burnt 4s; 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex: 
ecrable Sinne of Murther, 
HISTORY XII. 


La Vaſclay poyſoneth her waiting-maid Gratiana, becauſe ſve is jealous that her Hnsbaud De Mer- 
ſon is diſhoneſt with her 3 whereupou he lives frem her : In revenge whereof ſhe cauſeth his mes 
La Villete 19 murther him in a Wood, and then marries bimin requitall. The ſaid La Villete 
a year after, riding thorow the ſame VV 00d, bis borſe falls wth bim, and almoſt kills him, when 
be confeſſeth the murther of his Maſter, De Merſon, - and accuſeth his wife La Vaſſclay to be the 
cauſe thereof 3 Ss for theſe their bloody crimes , he xs banged, and ſhe burnt alive. 


Ow falſly , nay, how impiouſly do we term our ſelves Chriftians , when under that glo- 

cious and ſanCtificd Title, we ſeek to prophane and deface the glory of Chriſt, in cruelly 
murthering our Brethren his members ? ctf:&s , nor of Zeal bur of Rage z not of Piery, bur of 
madneſs, invented by the Devill, and perpetrated by none but by his Agents; lamentable cffcAs, 
yea, I ſay, bloody and infernall crimes, which” Rtill ruine thoſe who contrive , and confound 
thoſe who finiſh them : For let as but look from Exrth to Heaven, from Satan to God , from 
Natureto Grace, end from our H:arts to our Soules, and we ſhall affuredly find ic very difficult 
for us to define, whether Charity be- a ſweeter Vertue, and Malice a fouler Vice ; whether that 
be more ſecure, or this pernicious farall, and dangerous; whether that be a more apparent 
tcftimony of Gods ſaving Grace towards us , or this of our own inevitable perdition hs repro- 
bation. And as itis an odious fin, and diſpleafing facrifice in the fight ofGod, for one ſtranger 
to kill anocher; O chen , how much more cxecrable and diabolicall muſt ic be, for a Gentle- 


woman topoyſon her waiting-maid, and for a ſervant to piſtoll his Maſter todeath,, atfhe infti- 


. gation ofthe ſame Gent/ewomwarhis wife 3 for murthers , no le(s ingratefull and cruell, Yoth this 
ſubſequ:nt Hiſtory report and relate 5 wherein we ſhall ſee, that God in the triumphs off his re- | 
bs ; We | enging | 
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venging Fuftice, and our of ſacred providence, hath in all points made their puniſhments as 
ſharp and ſevere, as their crimes were bloody and deplorable. May we then read ir to Gods 
. glory, and our own conſolation, which we ſhall affuredly pertorm, if we hatc- the like crimes 
in others, and deteſt chem in our ſ{clves. | 

In the fair and pleaſant City of Mans, ( being the chief: and Capital: of 'the Province of 


Maine in Franc- )in the very latter years that the Marſpall of Boyes-Daulphin was Governour 
thereof, under che preſent King Lewis XU, his Mafter(there dwele a Gentlewomen,aged threes 


{core and three years, term:d La V afſelay', being well deſcended, and lefr very rich , (' as well 
in Lands as moveabl-s) by her late deceaſed Husband Mwrſieur Froyſet , who was {lain in the 
bchalf of che2»cex Mother, inthe defence of Pont de Sey, affaulted and taken by the King her 
Son. Now , although this old Widow LaV affelay (in reſpe& of her Age ) was farr more fit 
to (::k Godin the Church, thana new Husband in her bed ; yet ſhe is weary of a fingle life, 
although ic be not fully fix monethsfince ſhe hath buried her ſecond Husband ; ( for the Reas 
_ d:r muſt underſtand , (hc had formerly barted her firſt , at leaſt five and twenty years before, 
and is now again re(v]ved rotake a third) and albeit ſhe knew that the civility of the Widows 
in France was ſuch, that they ſeldome marry, but almoſt never within the term of a whole 
year; yet her conceit and fancy thinks it not only lawfull , but fit to break this too auſtere cu- 
ſtornc 3 and therefore (he pereimptoritly refolves to live a wife, and not to dic a Widdow; But 
this re(olution of hers, were ſhe either in the Summer or the Autumn of - her years , had been 
az excuſable and praiſe-worthy ,'as now it ſavourcd of undccency and inconſtancy,, fith ſhe 
was in th: Winter chereof : For Age, deſpighr of her Toxth,and youthfull defires, had thrown 
Snow on her head, and new died the colour of the hair from black to white 3 yea, ſhe was (6 
farr from retaining any fiznes or reliq ues of an indifferent beauty, as the farrows of her face 
could nor juſtly ſhew any ruines or demolitions thereof; and yer ( forſooth )ſhe will marry 
again. Now hcrbirch and wealth, rather than her Vertues and Perſonage, invite many old 
Widdow:rs,' and ſome rich Gealemex and Counſcllours of rhe famous Prefidiall Court of that 
Ciry ro feck her in marriage 3 and- indeed; both for Lands and mony,none her inferioursz but 
at leaſt her equalls,;and ſome her betters 3 But in vain, for the vanity of her thoughts ſuggeſts 
her, that cither (hc is too young for them3 or: they too old for hnr , and therefore 
ſh: will have none of them yea, her luſt ſeems ſo  oakiels to give a Law to her age, and 
he lyz to her: years , as ſhe caſts off her mourning: attire , decks, her (clf ap. in! gay 
apparell, powders her hair, paints her facc, with a reſolution (fotſooth) to.have no old Do- 
tard, bur a young Gallant to her Hasband, as' if therein ſhe wholly placed, not oaly her content 
buc her felicity. But we many times ſec ſuch irregular defires, and' ſuch incontincne defignes 
met with un<xpcCtcd miſery, and unthought-of repentance. - | | 
Now during the time that the vain carriage and deportment of this old 'Gextlewoman and 
Widow, La V aſſelay, madc her ſelf the laughter :and by-word of all Mars 3; home comes.3 
young Gentleman of this Countrey of Maine, termed Monſieur de Merſon, from his travell in 
Italy, whoſe Father dwelt betwixt La V all and Gravelle, termed Monſieur de Manjrelle; being a 
Gentleman well deſcended, and'rich , and to whom De Merſon was 1ccond ſon, who ina years 
abſence in Traly , beirig pirpoſely ſent thither by his Father to enrich his expzricnce and ca- 
pacity , (which is the tru: effznce and glory of a Travellzr, thereby to be the more capable to 
ſerve his Prince and Country, as alfo to be-atcomfort to his age , and a ſecond prop to hit 
Houſe and Linage) he had made ſuch poor and-unproficable uſe of his cravells, as forgetting 
the obtaining cf thc language, and-all, generous exerciſes , perfeCtions and qualities ( ſo requis 
fire and gracetull in Gentlemen ) he delighted in nothing ſo much , nay, innothing elſes but 
to paſs his time with Curtifans and ftrumpets , eſpecially in Venice, Rome, and Naples, where 
for their ſakes and his laſcivious pleaſures , he built vp; the greateſt part of his Reſidence 3 
where he fo prodigally ſpent and exceeded his Fathers exhibition , as he returns into Franceg 
not load:n with Vertnes and Experiences, but with V ices and Debts 3 being otherwiſe ignorant, 
in all chings which he ſhould know, and knowing nothing but that wherein, he thould/beig- 


| norant. Only to the end he might thereby ſer the better counterfeit tinfture on himfel and. 


falſe luſtre on his Endowments > Preficiencie, he ſuperficially braught away, ' or rather .bar». 
rowed ſome Italian Phraſes arid complem:nts ,, which -UIFT 

with the G:ntlemen and Ladies ot France, but alſo draw. them into admiracion, as well of 
himſelf, a» them. * When inzrmediatly upon his arcivall, that he might the; better ſee: ad we 


himſelf ſeen of the World, he flaunts ir out inbrave Apparrell, both in L'ava!l, Angiers, and | 


Mans Yea, there is ſcarce any great feaſt or marriage-in all thoſe parts,- bur if he, be notan 
| vited, yct he purpolcly invites himfclt thereart.,.thereby to make him(dtthe - more conſpicuc 


he chought would nat only paſs current: | 


& 


and apparent to the eyes of the World, eſpecially of the Ladies and Gentlewemen, in whoſe 
acquaintance and fayour he nor only cndeavours to initiate, bue ſtrives to ingraft bimſclf ; Buc 
his old Father A4anfrelle, judiciouſly obſerving the vain behaviour, and deportment and car= 
riage of this his Son , he exceedingly grieves thereat , becauſe he had well hoped, that his 
Travells would have returned him as capable and difercet , as now he finds him ignorant, and 
which is worſe , deboſh'd ; fith he well Now that cither of theſe two vices was cnough ſuffici. 
ent and powerfull , not only to ruin his reputation, but his fortunes. 

Agiin, to add more ſorrows to his grief, and more diſcontent to his ſorrows , for the ya« 
nity and lcvity of this his Son, cvery week, nay, almoſt every day, brings him in new Bills of 
his debts; and a third fallinf in upon the neck offirſt and ſecond , and a fourth cn the third; 

| which bcing greager than his cftate , or at leaſt his pleaſure would permit him to pay, he takes 
þ _ his Son Pe Merſon afide, and very ſharply checks him for his old and new prodigalitics; vows 
| that he will neither ſell nor morgage his Lands to diſcharge his fooliſh debts , and thertore he 

bids him look to fatisfi: them, for that he is fully reſolved not to ſee , nwch lefs to ſpeak 

with any of his Creditors, how great or ſmall ſoever the ſummes be hz ows them. This coo- 
| ling card of Mazfreles makes his Son De Merſon, not only bite his lips for ſorrow , but hang 
|  Hishead foranger and v: xation, yea, his folly doth ſo eclipſe and overveil his judgment 
herein, as infſtcad of making good uſe hereot, he takes a contrary reſolution, and fo reſolves 
to embrace and follow theworſt ; for whereas he ſhould have made his pride and prodigaliry 
ftcike ſail , and-now rather ſeek to re-integrat himſelf into his Fathers favours , than any 
way futurely to incenſe or exaſperate him againſt him , he only taking counſell of his Toxth, 
Paſſions, and Choler, (which as falſc and treacherous guides , moſt commonly lead us to mis 
ſery and repcneance; ) again precipitates and ingulphs himſelf afreſh in new debts , both with 
his Vſurer, Mercer, and Taylor , and nolonger able to digeſt his Fathers checks and frowns, 
he very inconſideratly and raſhly packsuphis baggage , leaves his houſe , rides to Mans, and 
there reſolves to paſs his time that Winter ; partly hoping that his Father will diſcharge his 
debts in his abſence , but more eſpecially to become acquainted with the beautics of that Ci- 
ty, thereby to obtain ſome rich young heir , or old Widdow for his wife , whoſe eftate and 
wealth might ſupporthis pride, and maintain his cxceſſive prodigality and voluptuouſneſs; 
and indced although the two former of theſe his hopes deceive him; yet he ſhall ſhortly find 
and ſee, that the third and laſt willnot. - 


— 


ecs, his comely talk, perſonage, black beard, and oy nc complexion , makes him as foon 
acquainted and aff.&ed, as known of many Ladies and Gentlewomenzand farr the more,becauſe 
they know his Father De Manfrelle , to be very ancient and rich Gentleman of that Country 
of Maine, and although ke is not his heir, yet in regard he is his ſecond Son, as alſo a Tra« 
veller, he was the more honoured and reſpe&tcd of all thoſe he frequented; ſo that the very fame 
and name of Monſieur de Merſon began to be already divulged and known in the City ; yea 
and becauſe he was} a great Balladine, or Dancer, there was no ſolemn alſcmbly , cither pup- 
like or privat , but fill De Meyſoz made one 3 and there was not a reputed beauty, or or La 
courteous Lady in Mears, or thereabouts, but ſuch was his vanity, as he ſoon wroughe and 
Infinuated himſelf into her acquaintance and familiarity , the which he made not only his de» 
tight, but his glory. And although that in a ſmall time, the wiſer ſort of the Gerlemen and 
Ladies of the City found his wit and cxperience to come infinitely ſhort of his brave —__ 
yetthe more illiterat and ignorant of them ( who cfteem all men by theiriluftre, and not by 
their brave worth ) as preferring gay Apparrell, and the comelineſs of the bedy , before the 
exquifite endowments and perfeRions of the mind; they hold him in ſo high a repute and c- 
ſeem, as they think him wa, the moſt abſolute Gallant,not only of Maws, but of all the Coun» 
wey of Maine ; fo cafic itis to captivat the conceits and judgments of thoſe who only build 
their judgments in their conceits, and not their conceits in judgment. 7 ; 
And of this rank and number was our old widdow La V aſſclay , who having 'many rimes 
heard of De Merſons fame , and comely perſonage , and ſeen him once at a Sermon , and twice 
at two ſcverall Nuptiall feaſts , where his skill and agility proved him to be one of the prime 
-, Dancers, (be isfo farrin love with him , as in, her thoughts and heart, ſhe wiſheth ſhe had 
"given halfher eftate and Dowry, conditionally that ſhe were his wife, and he her Husband; yea 
00 fo raviſhcd with the comlineſs of bis feature , and the ſweerneſs of his complexion 
Eh countenance, as all the world is not half ſo dcar to her as De Merſov , nor any man whatſoever 
"= by thay thouſand degrees , ſo delicious to her cyc , and pleaſing to her heart and foul, as 


—— 


And akhough ſhe bein the frozen Zone of her age , yet ber intemperate luft makes hee 
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Living thus in Ma: , the bravery of his ApparrelLand <quipage , the freeneſs of his expen« | 
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De Mer ſonand La V aſfellay;\ | 


defires ſo yourhfully intemperateas forgetring reaſon and modeſty (thar the beſt virtue of ons 
ſoul, and this the chiefeſt qrnament'of our body ) ſhe a thouſand times wiſhzth,- thateither De-. 
Mr ſon were impalled in her arms , or ſhe incloyftcred in his. p *” 
But doting ( yea I may well near truly ſay ) dying old Gentlewoman, is this a time for thee :; 
to think of a young husband, when one of thy old teer is, as it were in thy grave? or being in: 
thy Cl;madterieal year of threeſcore and three, art thou yer fo fraughted with levity, and cx- 
empt of continencie , as thou wilt needs ſeck to marry one of five and twenty? Fooliſh Le | 
V aſſclay , if it be not now time, yca high time for thee to ſacrifice thy defires to continericy: g 
when wil it be, it ever be ? Did(t thou reſolveto wed a husband ntar of thirie own age's and: 
ſoto cnd the remainder of thy daies-with him in chaft and holy wedlock, that refolution of- 
thine were as excuſable, as this in defiring ſo young a one, is worthy, not onely of blame, but of-/ 
reprchenſion, and | raay ſay ,of pitty. Confider, conſider with thy ſclf , what a prepoſterous ' 
arterpt and enterpriſe is this of thine, that when thou ſhouldft finiſh thy daics in devotion ahd 
prayers thou then dclighteſt to begin them in concupiſcence and luſt. O La aſſelay, mock -at-** _ 
thoſe cebcllious and treacherous pleaſures of the fleſh, which ſeem to mock at thee; yea, tobes»' 
tray thee : and it there be yet any ſpark of thy youth , which lyes burning under the embers of 
thy age , why if thy chaſtthoughts cannor , yet let modeſty , or ar leaſt picty extinguiſh them; 
God hath alrcady given thee two kuzbands, is it notnow therefore time, yea, more than time, 
for thee to prepare to give thy felt roGod ? Hitherto the chaſtity of thy youth hath made” 
thee happy, and wile thou now permit chat the luſt of thine age make thee unfortunate or | 
adventure miſerable # and that the purity and candeur of that be diſtained and polluted bycke+ _ 


foulncefle and obfcenity of this? Alas, alas, incontinent and inconſiderate Gentlewomari of 
a grave Matron , become not a youthfull Giggler; or if thou wile not ſiiff:r the cycs of thy bady,' 
2t lcaft p:rmit thoſe of thy ſoul to look from thy paintcd checks, to thy ſnow=-white hair,' who 
can inform and tel thee that thou arc far fitter for heaven' than carth » ich thoſe pleaſures are 
cranſicory, and theſe cternal;for God,than a husband, fich he only can make thee bleſſed; wheres: 
as (in reward of thy laſcivious luſt” this peradventure may be reſerved to make thee botruns: 
fortunate and wretched. AN aff 05 thy 
Buc the vanity of this old Gentlewomans thoughts and defires do ſo violenily fix and tertnjs: 
nate on the youth and beauty of young, and ( as (he tmmodeſtly rerms him) 'faic De Mer /obog (ag; 
the onely conſideration of her delight and pleaſurc,weighs down all other reſpe&s ; ſo rhatnek« 
ther reaſon nor modelty, advice nor perſwation, can prevail with her reſolution to diverthies!” 
affetion from him 3 bur love him ſhe doth , and( which is repugnant; as well ro the inftinft;pf) 
Nature, as tothe influence of Modeſty , and rules of Civility ) ſeck him for hcr hutband ſhee 
will ; yea, ſhe is already become fo ſortith in her aff:&ion, and ſo laſciviouſly fervent in herdes: 
fires cowards him, that her heartthinks of him by day, her ſoul by night z xhar:admires hintias 
the very life of her felicity, and this adores him as the onely content and glofy. of her life--'fhe 
will not ſec the greatneſs of her own eſtace and wealth, nor conſider the ſmallacſs of hismeamws + 


_ and hopes , in that he isnot an h:ir, bur a ſecond brother 3 ſhe will nor eriquire after: his 'debrs 


and vices, to know what thoſe may be, what'theſe arc ; ſhe will nor think what a prepoſterous 
diſparity there is betwixc the fire of his youth, and the ice of herage'; norwhar a world of difel 
tonrents and affl-Ctions arc incident to proceed thereof : ſh: will rior confider;;rhat in | 
bim with all her wealth , that. h: thereby imporeri{h:th many; aswell of hcr own kiridretty as 
of choſe of her two former husbands, to whom in the right of Nature ir'more jufſtly.andpro+ 
perly belongs ; and to.conclude and ſh it up this point, ſhe willnot imagine or dream,, rohiaw 
many Jaughtcrs and ſcandals of the world ſhe expoſerh her felf, Who will not onely-call her dif 
eretion bar her modefty in queſtion, for matching with ſo yornig a'Genecleman a4 De Mesſoriy 
tw whom tor ag :,{h: may not onely well be Mothcr , but ( which is more )Grandmso her $6Bug 
contrariwiſe, chis fooliſh old Genlewoman having ſentherwirs a'wool-gathtring cf1'his ſweet 
and commly pecrfonage 3 his youth and her affe&ion, like two impetuousrarrencs/and furioughds 
undations, bzar down all other reſpc&s and cobſiderations clvodinc : yea, they Cfubrwicgd 
her reaſon; and quite drown her diſcretion 4.28 ſhe hath no-ey&#iwniſhar toiee Pay du TRY 
unſtopped to hear rhe other, fo that if ſhe defire'any thingiirvthc:world, iris (as' formerly 
vbſerved_).thart {he live ro ſee De Merſon her husband, and her-felthis wiſe which wefftbard 
accompliſh, ſh: knows no better nor ficter Agent to employ tiereiny rhairone-Miptibiffcr de 'Pradet 
er, an ancient Counfcllour of the Prefidial Court of that Ciry',; whio'was theonty UV 
both co her laſt huzband and her felf, and of whoſe diſcretion; integtity and; lity, 
all the reaſotw of the world roreſtronfidentand afſured. © rf cl 35 fd overt £17 1 thts 
\ row although thce#/3/dom' arid Experience of De Pruneadl fupgeſtdd hin wittbwhac an exe 
equali 


Pcrtincnt 


y parallel and compare , chan to Winter and- _— the Spring and Harve 
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5 there was betwixrt De Merſons youth,and La V aſſelayes age, which he could not niore © © 
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182 Gods Revenge againſt +*Murther, Book TII. 
and theretor: how many affliftions and miferies were ſubje& to attend and wait on ſuch pre” 
poſterous marriages , whereof he had formerly feen divers Jamentable examples and wofall 
experinces, as well of men as women,who had ſuffered ſhipwrack upon that Sy//a and this C/-2+ 
ribdis, he like an honeſt man, and indeed a truer friend to her than ſhe was to her \-]t, 
produceth ſom: of the former alleged reaſons to her conſideration, thereby ro divert the 
ſtream of her ill-grounded affeHtion from De merſon , and ( in gencrall cearms ) to convey and 
condudt it to ſome elder perſonage, whole years (and therefore their diſpoſitions and aff.tt. 
ians). might the b=tter agree and ſympathiz:. Br when he fees that her love to De Msrſoz; 
was ſo-firmly and mo ſetled, as that it not only appeared to him to be her grict bur 
hzc torment to b2 any way Cofl:d or contradiCft:d therein, then he changeth his language, and 
becauſe ſhe will not harken to his advice ,, he thzrefore gives way to her reſolution, promiſerh 
her his utmoſt power , and beſt endeavours ſpeedily to eff:&t and compals her defiresz; when 
taking lcave cach of orher, at Jaft La Vaſſelay rem:mbring ſhe had forgotten ſomething , cals 
him again, and prayes him that if De Merſon bz inquiſitive to know her direCt age , that he 
Cibſtraft away at leatt ten years thereof; ſo that whereas ſhe is ſixty three, to affirm chat the js 
very little above fifry 3 whereunto ſh: her ſelf bluſhing, de Pruneau not able likewiſe to re- 
frain from ſmiling  promiſeth her co be very mindfull thereof, To which end, he (with the 
fickconvenicncic)) finds ont de Xrſon, acquaints him how much he is obliged co Madamoyſe!le 
L4V aſſelay, for her aff:Xion to him, layes before him the Nobility of her deſcent and blood, 
the greatneſs of her Eſtate and means , as alſo the excellency of her vertues; that fifty years is | 
the moſt of her age , 'and chat ſhe is not by farr ſo old, as pleaſing and lovely; that ſh: aff s 
him.above all che m:n in the World , yea, and d:fires no man of the world for her Husband bug | 
himſelf; and that when he pleaſeth , ſh: defires the honour of his company to her houſe, wich | 
many other intimations and infinuations conducing that way. | 
- De Aderſon having formerly underſtood of La Y aſſelayes rich Eftate and Dawrie, as alſo of 
the.trath of her age , 'he likes the firſt wel), and alchough he: diftatt , yet he will difſ:nble the 
ſecond; he thanks de Prunean for his pains , and Le / afſ#lay for her love toward him z promifs, | 
eth to requite the firft , and if her wealth and vertues correſpond with his relation, to deſerve 
theſccond ; alleging further, that althongh there be a grear incqualiry in their age, yet fich he | 
isnohcir but a ſecond Brother, that itis rather likely than impoſlivle for it to  % a match - 
betwixt them 3 and in the mean timeto requite part ofher aff-Cion , he protaiſeth to Sup with 
{ 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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herthe night following at her houſe, where he only delires his company and afliftance, that 
they may the more cff:Ctually and ſecretly conſult of this bufineſs, which hz hopes will ſo much 
iwparty as well her good and his content, as her content and his good 3 and fo for that time 
they part. bytho i” 
__ er:DePruneau baving received his pleaſing and diſcreet anſwer from De Merſon , he returns 
with the relation, and repetition:thereof to La Yaſſelay 3 vows that his ext-riour feature is no 
anſwerable ,: but comes far ſhort. of his interiour Vertues and diſcretion; and that by all 
which he cither-can:colleQ from his ſpeeches , or gather from his deportment and behaviour, he 
Ss imhis conceit the moſtaccompliſh:d Gentleman, not only of Maine, bur of Fraxce; and fo 
bids her prepare her Supper , and her ſelf ro entercain him the next night. Which anſwer of 
DeMerſons , andrelation of D- Pruneau,' is ſo plecaling toher heart and thoughts , as her age 
cents to be already raviſhed with joy at the conceie of his youth 3; when rhinking every minutz 
a month, and. cveryhoura year ,: before ſhe be made happy, and ! zr houſe blefl:d wich his 
eſence , (he leavesno coft unſpared,, or nnſpent ;' to make his/ cnecreainment anſwerable to 
is welcome; whereof whiles ſh: is not only carefull,but curious in providing , let us curſorily 
ak a word or two how De Merſon entertains and digefteth this uncxpe&ed motion and -afe 
feHjion af La F afſelay. fc} 
Me haughcs in his{l:eve to ſee her youthfull aff:&ions ſo flouriſhing in this Autumn , nay, in 
this inter of her age , as todefire: and ſeck ſo young a Gentleman as himſclf for her Husbandz | 
butthe underſtands ſhe is-exceeeding rich, and theretore reſolves that this vertue is capable - to 
overvalue and ranſome that defeRt and errour of hers. He ſecs that his Father will not pay his | 
debts, and that. he of himſelf cannot z, that they growing more clamorous , will ſhortly becme 
frandalous; which will not only: dircQly prevent , bur infallibly ruine his fortuncs. He cone 
fidercth how:difpleafing her age will be tohis youth, as alſo that there is no hell comparable to 
that: of a difcontented bed,and then again, his deboſht and luſtfull thoughts,ſuggeſt him this re- 
_ tmedy.; That 44+;;hath beauties enough for him to recreat himfelfezand co paſs his time with, 
x alchough ſh: have him ſometimes in her bed, yet he: may have younger laſſcs $& ladics in his army 
”- _ both when andere he pleaſeth: He conſidereth that rich widdows are not ſo ſoon _ as 
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Halt. 1% De Merſon, and La V aſſelay. 183. 


ſought, nor ſo ſoon. obrained as found; and thatit he refuſe La V aſeley this day, he may not 
only repent it to morrow , but perchance alW]:he daics of his lite; an although his will may , 
his power ſhall not be ablc to repair or redreſs thiserrour of hit, all his life after z He is not ig- 
norant that Gentlewomen of her age and wealth are ſubjc& rowbe as ſoon loſt as won in a hu- 
mour 3 and therefore then loſt, becauſe nor then won. Again that the elder ſhe is, the ſooner 
ſhe will dic, and he then is at liberty ro marry as younga Virgir: as he pleaſerh , and that her 
wealth would then prove a true prop,. and {weet comfort to his age. And to conclude and 
finiſh this conſultation of his, ſhe is without children to molcſt and crouble him, and there- 
fore to be defired, {hz is vertuous, diſcreet, and of an cxccllent fame and reputatzon , and 
therefore deſerves to be accepted and not refuſed, | 
Upon the grounds of which reafons and conſiderations, he makes good his promiſe to De 
Pruneau, and comes the next night both to vific, and fupp with La Vaſſelay 3 who having 
purpoſely deckt her ſelf up in her yourhfull and gayeſt Apparrell; receives him, with all de- 
monftrations of aff:ion and joy. At his firſt arrivall he affords her two or three kiſſes , where- 
at ſhe infinicly both rcjoyceth and iriumpheth 3 and in a word, he finds that his welcome not 
only exceeds his deſerts , but his «xpcQation 3 and believe me it was worth the obſervation, to 
ſee Soon ſuperficially bis youth looked on her age, and how artificially and Juftfully her age 
gazcd on his yourh., Now , by this time Supper is ſerved in , wherin her aff-&ion' was again 
diſcovercd him in the curioſity and bounty thereof. Where De Pruxeau to give life to theig 
mirth tcls them both , that he hope this their firlt meeting and interview will produce effeQs 
anſwerable to borh their contents and defares 3 Whereat De Merſon cannot refrain from bluſh- 
ing , nor La V aſſe/ay from ſmiling 3 They are all very pleaſant and jocond at Table, and ſhe 
to give the better edge and relith to his aff-&ion, ſtrives to ſeem farr younger than indeed 
is, and then he knows her to be 3 yea, ſhe doth fo cunningly entermix and diſperſe youthful 
ſpeeches amidft her aged gravity , as if ſhe were nor old,or at leaft , newly —_ young. Now 
whilcs ſhe fcafted her eyes on his freſh countegance and fair complexion, he ſends his abroad to 
look on her plate, rich hangings , and houſhold-ftuff, wherewith he ſaw her houſe was richly 
and plcntifully furniſh:d : Suppzr ended , and the cloth taken away, they arc no ſooner fallen 
from chcir Viands , but they fall to their talk. De Merſoz kindly and familiarly taking his 
new old Miſtris in his Armes, as if he had alrcady given h:ra place in his heart and aff:&ions; 
which makes her beyond her ſelf, both merry and joytull. I will not trouble the Reader with 
the repetition of what ſpeeches and complements here paſt betwixt them ; becauſe in this, and 
my future Hifſtorics I will follow the ſame method of brevity wiich I have propoſed and ob. 
ſerved in my former. Let then hls inquiſitive curiofity underſtand , that they parted very 
lovingly , and aff-&ionatly this firſt time; and De Merſoz although he were a deboſhed 
Gentleman , yet he is not ſo fimple to omit , but rather ſo well adviſed to prie into the true 
depth, and naked crath of her cftate 3 and therather , for thathe hath known many Gentle- 
men who have been fetch'd over, and gulPd in this nature, and in marrying one Widdow 
have match*c themſelves to two thieves , and credulouſly thinking her rich , have in the end 
found her a very begger 3 Whereupon he takes three daies reſpite to reſolve, and fo with ſome 
kifſcs and many thanks for her aff:Aion, and her kind entertainment and great cheer , he for 
thas night cakes his leave of her, whoſe fair carriage and diſcreet reſolution in temporizing , 
La V aſſelay applauds , and De Pruneau approves ; So De Merſon having ſpene the firſt and ſe- 
cond day in ſurveying the Writings of her Dowry, the Leaſes of her Lands and houſes, and the 
Bonds a1d Bills of D:bts due to her, with all her ready Mony , Platc, and other moveable; he 
finds her eſtate to anſwer his expeCation and her report, and that ſhe is really worth in Land, 
fix thouſand Franks yearly, and her movcables worth at leaft cightcen thouſand more , he the 
third day publikly contrafts himſelf toher ; and having advertiſed his Father thereof , who 
likes the wealth better than the Widdow, within cight dayes after privacly marrycs her,which 
adminiftreth cauſe of ſpeech and wonder in and about Mans ; ſome blaming her of indifcre- 
tion and lcvity, to match ſo young a Gentleman , others taxing him of folly to marry foold 
a Widdow ; ſome cxtolling and applauding his juIgement, incnriching himfclf with fo great 
an eftatez which would not only defacc his debts, ſecure his youth and age from the ſtorms 
ofwant, and the tempeſts of neceſlicy, but alſo in the one and the other maintain him. richly, 
proſperouſly , and gallantly. And others again believing, and preſaging, that this their gerat 
inequality and diſparity of years, would either of the one ſide or other , or both , produce 
many diſcontents and affliftions , inſtcad of hoped-for joycs and proſpericics. Thus cvery one 
ſpcaks differently of this prepoſterous match, according to their paſſions and fancics diate 
mz butwhich of all theſe opinions and judgments ſpeaks trucfty we ſhall not go farr to un» 
derftand and know. R 2 We 
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We have ſeen the conſummation of this marriage, Youth wedded to Agez May to December, 
and young De Merſon to old LaV aſſelay 3 in which.contraQt and nuptialls, cither of them are 
ſo vain , and both fo irreligious, as caring wholly for the pleaſures of their bodics, they 
have not therein ſo much as once thought of their ſouls , or of Heaven, Yea, God is not ſo much 
28 once nominated or remembred of them. All the ends ofmarriages are only two z Gods plp- 
ry, and the propagation of children; and becauſe they cannot hope for the ſecond, muſt lc 
therefore needs be ſo impious, as to forget the fiirlt * Aye me, if his youth had attained no 
more Grace, could her age retain no more goodneſs; or how can they flatter themſelves with 
any hope , that this marriage of theirs can pollibly hroſper, when only her aim and end there. 
in is luſt,and his wealth ? If a building can ſubtiſt and flouriſh , which hath a rotten and recling 
foundation, then this match of theirs may proſper , otherwiſe cannot; tor what more rotten, 
than the beaſtly pleaſares of her Juſtfull , and yet decayed age, and what more recling and fickle 
than the conſtant inconftancy of his laſcivious youth ? which make my choughts juftly tear,and 
my heart truly preſage and appechend , that repentance , not pleaſure ; afflition , not joyz 
miſery, not proſperity , is at the heels to atrend and follow theſe their Nuptialls z As mark we 
the ſequell, and it will bri-fly inform us how. 

De Merſon hath not been married 1wo whole moneths to La V afſelay,but he begins to repent 
himfelf that ever he matched her, far he now ſees , though beforc he would not, that it is im« 
poſſible for youth to fadge and ſympathiſe with her age, he ſces that ſhe hath a deſcrepit, lickly 
and decaycd body, and that ſhe 1s neverfree of the Cough and Rheum as alſo of an iffic in her 
Icft arm, which isnot only difpleaſing , but loathſome to him. Yea, when ſhe hath taken off 


| her Ruff and head attire, and dighted her felfin her night habiliments, then he vowes he is a- 


love her age, at leaſt thou ſhouldſt reverence it; or if thou capft not affcCther, thou ſhouldeft . 


fraid of her Lamb-skin furred cap and waſt- coat; and takes her withred face for a Vizard ora 
Comet , which yecldsino dclight bur terrour, to his cycs, ſwearing that he ſerves only for a bed- 
pan to heat her froz:n body , which of ic (clf 18 far colder than a Marble Statue; Yca, heis fo 
tar out of love with her , becauſe, to write the truth, he never truly loved her , that her fight 
is a plague to him, her preſence by day a Purgatorh, and her company by night a very Hell. 
But dcboſh:d and diflolute Gentleman, theſe vicious and impious conceits of thine, come ime 
mediatly from Hell and Satay, and are no way infuſed in thy thoughts by Heaven much leſs in- 
ſpired in thy heart by God 3 Conſider, confider with oy ſelf, that if La Vaſſelay be old, 
yet ſhe is now thy wife, and that whatſocyer De Pranean or her (clt informed thee of fifty years, 
yet thou knoweft ſhe could not be leſs than fixty three, and more ſhe is not. In which regard 
marriage (the holy inſtitution of HeavenJhaving now made you of two, one, if thou wile not 


not hate her. Hath ſhe imperfe&ions? what woman in the world lives without them ? 
or is ſhe p:ftrcd with diſcaſes , who can becither exempted from them, or prevent them? Thou 
haft vowed in the Temple of the Lord, and in the preſence of him and his people, not only in 


| love, butto honour her; andis thy inconftancy and impicty already fach, as forgetting that 


promiſe and vow of thine, thou doſt now not only diſhonour , butdeſpiſe and contemn her ; 
and that thou only madcſt that vow purpoſely to break it? O De Merſox,if thou arc not capable 


of Counſcll, yer do bur believe thz truth , and thou wilt find , that;if thou wile not love her, 


becauſe ſhe is too old to be thy wife; yet thou ſhouldeſt reſpe& and regard her,becauſe ſhe is old 
enough to be thy Grandmother : for as it is incivility not to reverence Age; 10 it is impiety to 
diſdain and malign it 3 and if in any man towards a meer ftranger , how much more a Husband 
to his own wife? And becauſcit is eaſier to eſpic our Wives imperfeCtions, than to find out, or 
reform our own if thy[Wife La V aſſelay be guilty of any fault towards thee, ir is becauſe ſhe 
loves thee too well, and affects the to dearly. 

We have ſeen De Merſons diſtaſt of his wife La Vafſelay , Let us now ſec how ſhe likes , or 
rather why ſhe ſoon diſlikes him ; for he bears himſclf fo ſtrangely, and withall, ſo unkindly to- 
wards her , as her defires of his youth come far ſhort both of her expeQatjon and hopes; for if 
he lic with her one night, he wanteth fix from her 3 is ſtill abroad and ſeldom or never at home 
with her; yea, he is of ſuch a gadding humour, and ranging diſpoſition, and his thoughts and 
dclights are tranſporced elſewhere , not at home ; with other young Dames of Mans, not with 
her ſelf; and the vanity of his plcaſurcs do fo far ſurprize and Fn wk him , that he is alrcady 
become fo vitious , as he makes day his night, and night his dayh, living rather like a voluptuous 
Epicure, than a temperate or Civill Chriſtian z Neither, quoth ſhe , is it jealoufie bur crutch 
which makes her price fo narrowly into ſuch lewd and Iaſcivions ations,wherein the further ſhe 
wades, the more cauſe ſh: finds both of gricf and vexation, which makes her wiſh, ſhe had been 
blind when ſhe firſt (aw him; andcichcr he or her (clf in Heaven, when they ſo unfortunatly 


marrycd cach other here upon Earth. | How 
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How now fond and fooliſh old Gextlewoman, are thy joyes ſo ſoon converted into ſorrows, 
and thy ques Fr into tears ? why, thou haſt juft cauſe to thank none but thy (elf for theſe 
thy croſſcs and affliftions ; fith thy Iaftfull and lacivious defires were not only the atithour;but 
the procurer of them”; for hadfſt thou been more modeſt, and leſs wanton, > ton mightefſt have 
apparently ſcen, and providently foreſeen, that De Merſors youth was too young for thy age, 
becauſe thy age was too old for his youthy fo that hadft thou been then but half b ſtayed and 
wiſe, as now thou art ſorrowfull , thou needeſt not grieve for that which thou canft notredreſs, 
nor repent for that which is out of chy power to remedy. But raſh and inconfiderat woman, 
how comes this to paſs, that thou art ready to entertain jealoufic, when death flands ready to 
entertain thee 2 Could all the courſe of thy former youth be ſo happy', not to be acquainted 
with this vice , and doth now thy frozen age think it a vertue to admit and imbrace it ? Ay 
mes I grieve to ſee thy folly, and lament to underſtand thy madneſs in this kind : for what js 
jealoulic, but the rage of our thoughts » and brains, thediſturber of our peace and tranquillity, 
the enemy of our peace and happineſs , the traitour toour judgment and underftanding, t 
plague of our'life, the poyſon of our hearts, and the very banc and Canker of our ſoules? Jea+ 
loufic,why, it is the daughter of frenzic, and the Mother of madneſs, it is a vice purpoſely feng 
from hcll to make thoſe wretched on carth, who may live fortunate and happy, and yet will nor; 
yea, it is a vice which I know not whether it be more cafte to admit , or difficult to ec II, be- 
ing admitted. But Le|V aſſelay , Il ic thou muſt, at leaft, if thou think to live for- 
tunate , and not todie miſerable. Wert thou as young as aged, thy jealoufic might have ſome 
colour and excuſe in meeting with the ceiiſures of the world; whereas now not deſerving the 
ane, it cannot receivethe other. And as thoſe women arc borh wiſe and happy , who wink 
as the youthful eſcapes of their Husbands ; ſo thy jealoufic makes thee both meritorious and 
guilty of thy afflictions, becauſe thou wilt be fo fooliſh to eſpic, and'ſo malicious to remember 
theſe ofthiric. Is De Merſon given and addidted toother women? why pardon him , becauſe 
he is a young man; and as hee is thy Husband , and thou his wife, belicve that he is every way 
more worthy of thy prayers , than of thine envic. | | 

Thus we {ce upon what fatall and ominous tearms theſe Jate married couple now fiand; 
De Merſons youth ſcorning and ſpurning at his wife Le V aſſ#/ay's age, and wholly addi 
himſelf to others, and her age growing infinitly jealous of his youth ; ſo that for any thing 
ſee or know to the contrary, theſe different vices have already taken ſuch Cccp and 
root in them, as they threaten not only the ſhipwrack of their content, but of their fortunes, if 
not of their lives. - 


Now for us to find out the particular obje& of La V aſſeley's jealouſic, as her fooliſh curioſi» 
ty hath already the generall cauſe, we muſt know , that ſhe hath a very proper y Gentle= 
womes who attcuds her, of ſome eighteen years of age, tearmed Gratiana , of a middle fta- 
ture, ſomewhat enclining to fatneſs , having a freſh ſanguine complexion , and bright flaxen 
hair, ſhe being indeed every way exceeding lovely and fair z and with this Gratiana, ſhe fears 
her Husband is more familiar than cither modefty or chaſtity can permit; and yer ſhe hath 
only two poor reaſons for this, her credulity and jcalouficy, and God knows they are poor 
and weak ones indeed ; The firlt is, that ſhethinks her own withred face ſerves only but as a 
foyl;, to make Gratiane's freſh beauty ſeem the more precious and amiable in his eyes. The 
ſecond is, that ſhe once ſaw him kiſs her in her preſence in the Garden , when ſhe brought him 
a Handkercher , which his Page had forgotten to give him. Ridiculous grounds , and triviall 
reaſons , for her to build her fear, or ere her jealoufie on, or to invent and raiſe ſo foul a ſcan- 
dall and calumny 5 and yet not to ſuppreſs , but to report the whole rruth , De Merſon was 
laſciviouſly in love with Gratianz, had often tempted hier defloration , but could never ob« 
tain her conſent thereunto 3 for (he was as chaſt as fair , and impregnable cither to be ſeduced 
by his gifts and preſents, or to be vanquiſhed and won by his ereacticroug promiſes , proteftati- 
ons, and Oarths : for ſhe told him plainly and peremptorily, when ſhe ſaw him begin eo grow 
importunate , and impudent in this his folly , That although ſhce wepe but a poor 
mans daughter , yet ſhe thanked God, that her Parents had ſo vertuoully crain'd her up inthe 
School of Honour, that ſhe would rather die , than live to be a Strumpet to any Getitleman or 
Prince of the World ; which chat anſwer , and generous reſolution of hers, did then fo 
the flames of his laſcivious and inordinate atfc&ion to her , as thenceforth he exchanged 
_ hisluft into love towards her, and vowed , that he would both reſpe& and honour her as his 
Sifter. Now although they both keep the paſſage of this butineſs ſecret from his wife 
her Miftris , yet notwithſtanding , az it is the nature of Jealoufic, not to hearken to any 
reaſon» nor approve of any belief bus of her own 3 therefote (lic is confident y that he - 
ies with Grgtiane more ofancr thari with her ſelf; which (he yowes ſhe.catnor di 
"will no longer tolerat. To which end , ( vi a moſt malicious and firange 
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of treachery ) ſhee makes fair weather with Gratiana 3. and (thinking to cool her hot courage, 
and toallay the hear of her luxarious blood looking one day ftedfaftly in her face , ſhe tells 
her, that ſhz hath need to be let blood, to prevent a Fever 3 whercunto , alchough chaft and in- 
nocent Gratiana was never formerly let blood , ſhe notwithſtanding willingly conſents there- 
unto 3 which to cfi:&t, Lz V aſſelay(like a baſz Miſtris, and a treacherous ſftep-dame ſends for 
an Apothecary , named Remnee, gives him a watchword in his car, to draw at lealt fixtcen 
O.mces of blood from Gratiana, for that ſhe was ſtrongly centred into a burning Fever 3 But he 
being as honeſt as [hz was treacherous and crucll, told her, that the drawing oi ſo great a quan= 
tity of blood from her , might not only impair her health, but endanger her lifz. But ſhe re 
ples , it was ſo ordered by a DoGor 3 whereupon he opens her right-arm veyn 3 and as he had 
near drawn { much from this poor harmleſs young Gentlewoman, ſh: faints twice in a chair 
betwixet their armes , and all the cold water chey threw in her face , could very hardly refetch 
her, and keep life in her 3; this old hard-hearced Hag ſtill notwithftanding crying our, that it 
was not blood enoagh : having no other reaſon tor this her treachery and cracley , bnt that 
indzed ſh: thought it not enough, or ſufficient co quench the unquenchable thirft and flame of 
her jzalouſi: 3 of which this is the firlt ctt:& cowards this innocent young Gentlewoman , but 
we ſhall not go farr ro (ce a ſecond, 

Gratians is ſo farr from dreaming of her Miftris jealonſic toward her Maſter, and her ſelf; 
or from once thinking of this hzr treacherous letting her blood, as ſhe thanks her for her af- 
{ion and care of her health 3 andnow the very next day after De Merſon dyning at home 
with his old wife,Cwhich he had not done in many dayes before ) and ſecing Gratiana look 
ſo white and pale , demands her if ſhe benot well, and then queftioneth his wife what ayles 
her Gentlewoman to look ſo ill, which ſhe ſcems to put off with a feigned excuſe ; but withall 
(as if this carc of her Husband towards Gratiana, were a true confirmation of their diſhoneſty, 
and her jcalouſic) ſhe retains the memory thereof deeply in her heart and thoughts ; yea, it is 
ſo frequent , and fixcd in her imaginations, as {he cannot, ſhe wili not any longer ſuffer or en- 
dare this aff:&ion of her Husband to Gratianaz nor that Gratianz's youth ſhall wrong La V af- 
ſellay's age in the rites and dutics of Marriage. Wherefore caſting fad aſpefts on him, and 
malignant looks on her, ſh: to pleaſe and give ſatisfaCtion to her jealoufic ( which cannot be 
pleaſcd or ftisficd with any thing but revenge). reſolves to make her know what it is, for a 
waiting-Maid to offend and wrong her Miſtrisin this kind; when not to diminiſh, but rather to 
augment and redoublc her former cruelty toward her, Her Husband riding one day abroad 
in company of divers other Gentlemen of the City , to hunt Wolves which abound in thoſe 
vaſt and ſpacious woods of Maine , ſh:under pretence of ſome other buſineſs , calls Gratians 
alone into het inner Chamber, when bolting the door after her, ſhe with meager and pale envy 
in her looks , and implacable fury and choler in her ſpceches, chargeth her of diſhoneſty with 
her Husband 3 calling her whore, ftrumpet, and baggage 3 afthrming,that the time and hour is 
now. come for her to be revenged of her. Poor Gratiene both amazed and affrighted at this 
ſudden and furious,both unexpetted and undeſerved alarum of her Miftris , ſeeing her honour, 
and(as ſhethinks and fears ) her life called in queſtion , ſhe after a world of fighes and tears, 
tearms her accuſers D:vils and witches , vows by her part in Heaven, and upon the perill of 
her own ſoul, that ſhe is innocent ofthat crime whereof ſhe accuſed her, and that neither in 
deed or thought, {he was ever diſhoneſt or unchaſt with any man of the world, much leſs with 
her Maſter. Bat this will not fſatisfic incenſed La V aſſelay , neither are theſe ſpeeches or tears 
of Gratiana of power to paſs current with her jealoufic z but reputing them falſe and counter- 
ſeit, ſhe calls in her Chamber-maid, and Cook-maid, whom ſhe had purpoſely led there, and 
bids them unſtrip Gratiana naked to her waſte, and to bind her hand and foot to the Bed poſt, 
which with much repining and pitty, they are at laſt inforced do. When commanding them 
forth- the Chamber,and bolting the door after them, ſhe not like a woman, but rather as a fury 
of hell flics to poor innocent Gratiana, and with a great burchen rod,doth not only raze but 
ſcarific her armes, back and ſhoulders; when harmleſs ſoul, ſhe (though in vain) having no 
other defenſive weapons but her tongue , and her innocency , cries aloud to Heaven and Earth 
for ſaccour. Burt this old Hag as full of malice as jcaloutic , hath no compaſſion of her cries, 
or pitty of her ſighs ; yea neither the ſight of her tears, or blood, (which trickling down her 
cheeks, and ſhoulders , doth both bedew, and ingrain her Smock arc of power to appeaſe her 
fury and cnvy , untill baving ſpent three rods , and tyred and wearied bot h her armes , ſhecin 
the heat of her choker, and the height of her revenge, delivers her theſe bitter and ſcofting words; 
Minion vhis , this 1s the way, yea the only way 0c ool the beat 0 f thy Cour ages and to quench the fire of 
thy-luft; When calling in her two maids, ſhe commands them to unbind Gratiane,and to help 
on her cloathss Whentriumphing in her cruclty , ſhe furiouſly departs and leaves them 3 who 
; | Cannot 
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cannot retrain from tears, to ſee how ſeverely and cruelly their Miftrzs had handlcd this her 
poor Gentlewoman, $a 
Gratianazthe better to remedy theſe her inſupportable and cruell wrongs, holds it diſcretion 
ro difſemble them , and ſoprovidingj her ſelf ſecretly of a horſe and man, ſhe the next night 
ſtcals away, rides to La Ferte, and from thence to her Father at Nogent le Retrou , where he was 
ſupzrint:ndant of the Prince of Condes houſe and Caftle in that Town ; and where the Princeſs 
Dowager his mother built} up the greateſt part of her ſorrowtfull Refidence, whiles he was 
detained priſoner in the Caſtle of Boys de Vincennes near Paris. LaV afſelay grives at this her 
ſudden,and uncxpeted departure, the which ſhe fears her Husband De Merſoz, and her Father 
Monſieur de Brewmay will take in ill part; wherein ſhe is no way deceived, for the one grieves, 
and the other florms thereat 3 yea, when De Merſon (through flattery and threatsJhad drawn 
fromthe Chamber-niaid and Cook-maid, the truch of his wives cruell whipping of Gratiana, 
as al{o the cauſe thereot , her jealouſte , He juſtly incenſed and enraged , flies to this his ſortiſh 
and cru-1] wite, tels her, thar jealoufte comes trom the Dzvill, whoſe part he aftirmes ſhe hath 
acted, 41d ating this upon innocent Gratiana, then whom their lives nota chaſter maid.in the 
world; That although ſhe were poor yet, that ſhe was as well deſcended as herfelf. In which 
regard, it ſhe did nor ſpeedily right and xedeem her wrongs, and ſeek means to pacifie and recall 
her, tac ke would forthwith leave her,yca, and utterly forſake her ; which cooling-card of his 
£& 11.5 witcy, makes her look on ker former erroneous cruelty towards Gratiana , rather with 
ourvard grief, thaninward repentance. Bt ſecing that her jealouftemuſt now ſtoop and ſtrike 
fail to her Husbands Choler , and that to enjoy his company , ſhe muſt not be exempted and 
deprived of hers; ſhe contrary to her defire and will, (which fill retaines the fumes and flames 
of jcaloufic, as that doth ofrevenge ) is inforced to makea vertue of neceſlity, and ſo to bear 
up with the time, feigning kerle!f repentant and forrowtull tor tkat ſhe had formerly done to 
Gratiana 3 ſhe to reclaim hee , buyes her fo much wrought black Taffety for a Gown, and ſo 
much Crimſon Damask fora Perticoat, and with a braceler of Pearl which ſhe accuſtomed ro 
wear upon her right arme, ſhe ſends it to Nogezt to her by La Vilette, a Gentleman of her Huf= 
bands, and accompanicth it with a letter to her Father > Monfieur de Bremay , which contai-= 


ned theſe words. 
LA VASSELAY toDE BREMAY, 
H Aving vindicated Truth from Error , and metamorphoſed Jealouſic i#to Judgment , T find 


that I have wronged thy Gratiana, whereat T grieve with centrition, and ſorrow with repen« 
tance, ſub my Husbands vowes and Oaths have fully cleared ker Honour aud Chaftity, which my 
fooliſh incredulity and fear raſhly attempted both to ecclihs and diſparage 3 in which regard;pray= 
ing her to forgive, and thy ſelf to forget that wrong , I earneſtly deſire her ſpeedy return by this bearer, 
and ye both ſhall ſee , that I never formerly hated her ſo much, as henceforth IT will both love an 
honour her. Thave now ſent her ſome ſmall tokens of my affetion; and ere long ſhe ſhall find grea« 
ter effe&s and teſtimonies thereof , for knowing ker to be as chaſt as fair, In this De Bremay I re- 
que thee to reſt confident , that as ſhe is now thy daughter by Nature , ſo ſhe ſhall be henceforth mint 


by adoptions | | 
LA VASSELAY:; F 
De Bremay having received this Letter, and his Daughter Gratia#a theſe kind tokens from 
her Miftris LaV aſſelay s his choler, and ker gricf and ſorrow is ſoon. defaced and blown awayz 
fo he well fatisfi:d, and ſhe content and pleaſed, he ſends her back from Nogent to Mans by Le 
Villette, by whom he writcs this enſuing Letter to his Mijtris La V aſſellay in anſwer of hers. 


DE BREMAY toLA VASSELAY. 


Hy Letter hath given me ſo much content and ſatisfa&ion,as thy undeſerve2 cruelty to my daugh= 

ter Gratiana did greif and indignation. And had ſve been gualty of that crime , wherof thy 
fear made thee jealous, I would for ever have renounced ber for my Daughter , and deprived her of, 
my fight : for as her Vertues are her beſt wealth, and ber Honour her chicfeſt revenew 3 ſo if ſhe had 
failed in theſe ,or faltred in this, T ſhould then have joyned with thee to hate her, gs 1 do now LE 
love her : But her Tears an4 Oaths have cleared ber innocency, and in bers;thy Husbands. 11 which! 
regard, relying upon her own merits , andthy profeſſed kindneſs, ſhe forgetting z and 1 forgiving, 
| things paſt , I now return her thee by thy ſervant La Villette; hoping that if thou wilt not affet# her 
as thy adopted Daughter, yet that thuu wilt tender her as thy obedient and obſervant Handmaid, 

E BREMAY..;; 
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Gratiang's hopes , and his Fathers credulity of Le V ff{lay's future aff:&ion towards her, 
as alſo her gifts and promiſes , ſo farr prevail with them , as ſhe is now returned toher , from 
Nogent to Mans: But | fear ſhe haddone farr better to have ftill remained with her Father 3 for 
ſhe might conſider ,/and he know, what little ſafety, and apparent danger there is to rcly upon 
the favour of an incenſcd jcaloufic. La V aſſelay (in all outward ſhew) reccives and welcomes 
Gratiana with many expreſſions of love, and demonſtrations of joy, thereby to pleaſe her Huſ= 
band ; who indeed likes ſo well of her return, as he likes his wife che better for procuring it. 
And now to the eye of the'world , and according to humane conccic and ſcnſc , all three par» 
tics arc oral and ſatisficd, as if La Vaſſelay's jcalouſic had never heretofore offended on 
Husband , nor her cruelty wronged Gratians 3 or as if he had never known the one nor ſhe fc 
the other. But we ſhall not go farr to ſee this calm oretaken with a tempeſt, and rhis Sur 
ſhin: ſurpriſed with a diſmall and diſaftrous ſhower. 
| For three moneths were not fully expired, fince Gratiana's rezurn to Mans, but La V aſſe- 
layes old jealoufic of her, and her Husband De Merſo#, which ſeemicd to be ſuppreficd and 
extinguiſhed, doth now flaſh and flame forth a new with more violence and impetuoſity ; yeay 
he cannot look on Gratia#a, muchleſs [ſpeak to her , but preſently this old jealous Beldame in 
her heart and thoughts proclaimes them guilty of Adultery 5 whereat ſhe indiſcreetly ſuffers 
her ſelf to be o farr tranſported with Indigaation and Envy, as ſhe vows (he will no 9. tO= 
lerate or digeſt it, And now it is that like a fury of hell ſhe firft afſumes damnable and exc» 
crable reſolutions , not only againſt the Innocency, but againſt ehe life of innocent and harm- 
leſs Gratiana ; who poor ſoul is the nearer her danger , in reſpeR ſhe holds her fclf farcheſt from 
it 3 yea, this jcalous old Hag, this Fury, nay, this ſhe Devill LaV afſelay , hath not only conſul- 
ted, butdetermined and concluded with her bloody thoughts, that ſhe will ſpecdily ſend 
Gratiang into another world; becauſe her youth ſhall no longer abuſe and wrong her age in this, 
When forgetting her (elf , her ſoul, and her God, thereby purpoſely to pleaſe her ſenſes, her 
. Jeaolufic , and her Tator the Devill, ſhe vows, that no reſpe& of Reaſon or Religion , no con» 

fideration of Heaven or Hell , ſhall be capable to divert her from diſpatching her 3 yea, and ag 
if ſhe not ar br but glorified in this her pernitious and blood cg » ſhe thinks every 
houra year before ſhe hath performed it s To which cnd, providing her of ftrong poyſon , 
and watching, and catching at the very firſt opportunity, as ſoon as ever Gratiana found her ſclf 
_ well, wy _ colour of _ pr ws oo] a _ 4 - 5 _ _ TED 
wherein infuſing and intermixi aforeſaid poyſon, ſhe cruelly ) gives it her 
the which within fix roy er and languiſhing, makes eons divorce = ſeparation 
betwixt her ſoul and her body, leaving this to deſcend to carth, and that to aſcend to Heaven, 
to draw down vengeance to this helliſh and execrable La V aſſelay , for ſo inhumanly and crucly 
murthering this her harmeleſs and innocent waiting-Gentlewoman Gretiuxa. 

De Merſon underftanding of Gratiana's death, almoſt as ſoon as of her fickneſs, he very ſor- 
rowſully bites the lip thereatz for conſidering this accident in its true nature, his thoughts 
ſuggeſt him, and his. heart and ſoul prompts him, that his wife Lea Vaſſelay had undoubtedly 
occafioned her dcath , and ſo metamorphoſed her jealoufie into murther z yea, and notwith- 
flanding the fair and ſorrowfull ſhew which ſhe puts thereon to the contrary, yet the premiſes 
conſidered , he is very confident in this his belicfand fears whengricving at the cruelty of this 
difaſtcr, and abhorring the author of ſo monſtrous and bloody a faQt,the very fight of this his 
old wretched wife is odious , andthe remembrance of this her crucll crime, deteftable and exc- 
crable unto him. Again, when he confidereth Gratiaza's beauty and chaſtity , and that ſhe 
was ſcent to her untimely Grave for his ſake, this doth not redouble his ſorrows, but infi- 
nitly augment and increaſe his affliftions , ſo that beginning to fear his wives envy, as much as 
he hated her jcalouſfic , inthat it was not only poſfible, but likely, that it might alſo futurely 
extend and refic& on him , avit already had on harmleſs and innocent Gretiaze , he affumes 
a reſolution to leave and forſake her , the which ſhe ſhall ſhortly ſee him pur in ex<cution;zwhen 
the better to curb and vex her , he ſecretly packs up all lict Bills, Bonds,Leaſes, and Conveyan- 
CCcs, as alſo y all her Money 9 Plate, Jew 9 and richeſt Houſholdftuff 5 and fo giving our 8 
prohibition to all the Tenants, not to dare to pay her any Rent , he allowing her only a bare 
maintenance , very ſuddenly (when ſhe leaft cxpeted or drearnt therof) takes horſe and rides 
home to his Fathers, where he reſolves to make the greateſt part of his refidence 5 and all the 
cars and prayers of his wife, are not of power to reclaim or retain him. 

LaV aſfelay ſccing the unkindnefs of her Huzband De Merſos , in making her a Widdow, 
moſt az ſoon as a Wifſc ; as alſo his ingratitude, in depriving her of the uſe and fruiti- 

z of her own Eſtatc and means , and leaving her ſo poor an allowance as could ſearce 
Warran 


_ 7 


= = ww. Q LAH aw ho we 


—y 


Hit,XIII: De Merſon, and LaV aſſelay. © 


ſcarce warrant her a competent maintenance , ſhe is almoſt ready to dic for meer grief and ſor» ' 


row thereof, but how to remedy it fhe knows not 3 And now ſhe repents her folly and indiſ- 
cretion, in matching her agzd ſelf ro ſo younga man as De Merſon ; now ſhe dothnot only ac- 
caſe, but condemn her own jcaloufic, which drew her to this foul fat of murthering her harm 
leſs, and as ſhe now belicves her innocent Wayting- maid Gratiana; for which, this ingrate- 
fall departure, and hard uſage of her Hugband, is but the lcaft, and as ſhe tearmy it , but the 
forerunner of greater puniſhments, which God hath ordained and reſerved for her; yea, it is 
not only a gricfto hee thoughts, but a vexazion to her heart and ſoul, to ſee her ſelf made the 
mocking-ſtock and laughter of all Mans and Maive , who rather excuſe he Husbands youth, 
than any way pitty or commiſerate her age ; and to ſee that the friends of her proſperity turn 
their backs and faces to her , in her affliction and poverty ; and it ſhe have any hope yet left, to 
afſiſt and comfort her in theſe her calamities, it is by endcavouring to reconeile and reclame 
her Husband to her by Letters 3 when taking pen and paper, ſhewithin a month of his depar- 
ture ſends him theſe few lines: 


LA VASSELAY to DE MER SON. 


Ince at thy requeſt I both recanted my | alouſie to thy ſelf, and repented my cruelty to my maid 
EOS ON have I committed or done, that ſhould deſerve this thy ingratefull, and as I may 
truly ſay, Heart-killing departure? for having made a moſt exa# Scrutiny in my thoughts and ſoul, 
either of them inform me, and both aſſure me, that the freeneſs and fervency of my affeftion, towards 
thee, deſerved not ſo cruell but a farr more courteous requitall, If my Age be any way diſpleaſing to 
thy youth ,yet deprive me not of the felicity of thy ſight and preſence, wherein TI not only delight , but 
glory. And although I canbe content that thou ſur feit with my wealth, yet make me not ſo miſerable, 
as to ſtarve both in and for thy preſence. If any have given thee any ſiniſter or falſe impreſſions,either 
of my ſelf or ations 3 why if thy affeion ro me will not deface them, at leaſt let thy pity : Tea, re- 
turn my ſweet and dear Husband, and what erroys or faults ſoever thou ſaieſt Thave committed , 1 
will not only redeem them with kiſſes, but with tearss 

LA VASSEL AY. 


De Merſon having receivcd this his wives Letter, it works ſuch poor effects in his affection, 
as he doth rather rejoyce than commiſerat her cate and ſorrows z yea, he fo {leights her, and 


her remembrance, as once he hadthought to have anſwered her Letter with ſilence 3 but at laſt 
he (ſome cight daics after) returns her this anſwer. 


DE MERSON to LAVASSELAY. 


VVs at bope can I have of thy Aﬀe&ion , when I ſee thou art invislably conſtant to thy Teas 
louſie? #d 3f the Scrutiny of thy thoughts aud ſoul be'as true as thou pretendeſt, yet T feary 
that this Fealouſte of thine , is not the greateſt, but the leaſt of thy crimes. Thou write(t to mee, that 
I give « cruell requitall to thy affeion , but pray God , thou have not given @ more ſharp andin- 
humane one to Gratiana's ſervice aud Chaftity. Neither is it thy Age, but thy ImperfeCtions and 
Vices, which are both diſpleaſing and odious to my youth ; for T could brook that with as much pati+ 
ence, as I can digeſt theſe with wmpoſſibilities. If thou wantſt means, I willgrant thee more; but 
for my preſence , I have many reaſons to deny. thee. I know none but thy ſelf , which hath given me 
any impreſſions of thy ations ; and if thoſe were falſe, they would prove thy true happineſs , as now 
they do thy miſery , which, my affedion doth pity though cannot redreſs it. It is but in vain for theeg 


either to expe or hope for my return; aud ſith thy faults and errors are beft known to thy ſelf, let thy 
repentance redeem them towards God z for neither thy kiſſes nor tears, can or ſhall to me. 


DE MER SON. 


This Letter of De Mer ſon to his wife La V afſelay, is fo farr from comforting, as it dothiex- 
treamly affli&t herz And although his diſcontents be ſuch ,as ſhe ſees it almoſt impoſfible core- 
cencile and reclaim him; yet being cxccedingly perplexed and grieved with this her ſolitary 
and difcontcd life, ſhe yer hopes, that a ſecond Letter may obtain that of him, which her ſelf 
could not ; when f1x moncths time being now {lipt away ftnce his departure z ſhe feigning hev 
{elf fick, writes unto him again to this effect; | f 5 THR A 
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LA VAS SELAT to DE MERSON. 


'Tz abſence hath ſo deprived my joves , and ingendred my ſorrows , that ſickneſs threatens my 
life to be neer her period; So among a world of diſcontentments, let ms yet bear this 0::e Content 
to my grave , that I may once more ſee thee, whom ſo tenderly T both deſire , and long to ſer; andifT 
cannot be ſo happy as tolire , at the leaſt make me ſo fortunate, as todie in thine Armes 3 which T 
know not not whether it be a greater Charity for thee togrant , or a cruelty to deny mee this requeſt of 
mine ; For my dear De Mcrſon, if thou wilt not be pleaſed to be my Hushand , yet be nt fended 
to remember that I am thy wife \ and withall that as I defire thy return, ſo that T have not deſer= 
ved thy departure 5 But if thou wilt fiill be inexorable to wy requeſts, theſe Line; of mine , which T 
writ thee, rather with Tears than Ink, ſpall bear witneſs betwixt thy ſelf and me, of my Kindneſs, 
of thy Crnelty, and how my Life ſought thy Aﬀediion, though my Death could neither find, nor obtain 
it, 


LAVASSELAY. 


De Merſon reads this L:tter with laughter yea, he is ſo inſenſible of her Lines, R-queſts 
and Tears, as if another had ſent him news of her dearh, as ſh: her («lf did of her fickncfs, it 
had been farr more pleaſing, and better welcome to him. butthinking how to gall her to the 
quick, tothe end he might henceforth ſave her labour to wrice him any more Letters, and hims 
{clf toreceive and peruſe them, he returnes her this ſharp and bitter anſw-r« 


DE MERSON toLA VASS ELAY, 


 þ is thy Errowr, not my Abſence, which hath exchanged thy Foyes into Sorrows ; and if thy life draw 
aeer her period,they cannot be farr from theirs. My ſight is a poor content for thee to bear to thy 
grave, fith as a Chriſtian, thou ſhouldeſt delight to ſee none but thy Saviour, nor be Ambitious to live 
in any armes but his; and if thou hold 210t this to be Charity, I know others cannot repute it Cruelty. 
That I am thy Huſband Tyrant, and that thou art my Witc I not deny : but yet I fear thy heart knows 
though thy Pen affirmes the contrary , that I have farr more reaſon for my departure, than thou to 
defire my return, And if thou wilt yet know more , if the Ink wherewith thou writeſt thy Letter be 
Tears , pray God thou didſt not bedew Gratiana's Winaing-ſheet and Coffin , both with her tears 
and blood; for badſt thou not been craelly, yea, inhumaneto her, I would never have been unkind to 
thae, And to conclude, live as happy, as I fear her death will make thee die miſerable. 
DE MERSON. 


The receit and perufall of this Letter, doth not only gricve, but afflift and torment La Vaſe 
ſelay z for the remembrance of De Merſon his ſuſpition and apprehenfion that ſhe had a hand in 
the death of Gratiana, doth, as it were, piercc-her heard , as well with fearas ſorrow; For 
as her poverty lay betore at his mercy, ſo now ſhe knows doth her life 3 and that {ch he will 
not loveher , he may chance ſo maligne and hate her , as to reveal it. Whercapon, to ſecure 
her ſelf, and to warrant the ſafety of her life, ſh: ſoon exchangeth her love into hatred , and 
heraffc&ion and jealoulic into cnvic towards him z yea her enraged and incenſcd tboughes, 
Ingender and imprint ſuch bloody defignes of revenge in her heart, as abandoning the fear and 
grace of God, ſhe impiouſly concludes a watch with the D:vill, to diſpatch and murcher him; 
and from which bloody and damnable defign , no regard of God or her ſoul , nor re{pe&t of 
Heaven or Hel! , can, or ſhall divert her; when overpopag a ſmall parcell of rime, whereinſhe 
ruminated and pondered , how he ſhould ſend him from this life to another 3 ar Jaſt her ma- 
licious curiofiry makes her thoughts fall on La / allette, being his Gentleman, who till tollow- 
ed him, as holding him a fit Agent to attempt , andinſtrument to fiuiſh this bloody bulineſs, 
which ſo much imported her content and ſafety , grounding her reaſons upon the greatneſs of 
his heart and mind, and the weakneſs of his Purſe and means3 as if poverty were a ſufficient 
cauſe and privilege to commir ſo treacherous and bloody a fat ; When knowing him to be 
then in Mans, receiving, up his Maſters Rents, ſhe ſends for him 3 to whom (the door bolted) 
ſhe tells him ſheis to requeſt his ſecrecy in a buſineſs which infinitly tends to his good. He pro- 
miſcth it her; but ſhe will have him ſwear thereunto , which he doth ; when with fighs and 
tears making a bitter inveQive , and recapitulation of her Husband , his Mafters undeſerved in- 
dignity and cructly towards her z ſhe then and there, makes a propofition to him, to murther 
him for her; and that ſh: will give him a thouſand Crowns to «M.& it. La V alette ſeeing 

the greatneſs ofthe danger in that of the crime , ſeems not only diſcontented , but a amazed 


her-48 


- and withall, like a good ſervant, feeks to difſwade and divert her from ſuch bloody thoughts 


- centtranſporting home of his breathleſs Maſter to Marfrelle z where his mournſull Fathet/res 
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hereat z foralthough he love Gold well, yet he will ngt purchaſe ic at fo dear: a ratc , er baſe 


and damnable a price as that of his Maſters blood 3 when ſeeing ſhe could nor prevail ſhe a« 
gain puts him in mind of his oath to ſecrecy 3 which he again vows never to infringe or violate; 


and attempts. Had La Villette remained in the purity and candeur of this his Re igious and 
Chriſtian Reſolution , not to imbrue or diftain his hands in the innocent blood of his Ma- 
ſer , it would have made him as happy, as we ſhall ſhortly ſce him miſerable in attempting and 


exccuting the contrary; for as a propenfion and refolution to Vertue, breedsnot only Hoxour, + 


but ſafety 3 ſo the contrary effefts thereof produce not only ſhame, but miſery. To foreſee fin, 
js a pious wiſdom 3 but to prevent and eſchew ir , is alwayes a mott wiſe and bleſſed picty. 

- And whereas tre ſhould rather decreaſe than increaſe , and rather root out, than plant Ma- 
lice in our thoughts, and Exvy in our reſolutions yet dircCtly contrary, that of La V aſſelay 
to her Husband De Merſon, doth not dic, but live, will not fade, bur flouriſh for a month or 
two more being run out and expired, and Lz Villette again in Mars , her malice unto her Huſ- 
band is ſo inveterate and implacable, as ſhe again ſends for him to her houſe, where ( in great 
ſecrecic and intended aff:Qion) ſhe tels him, that i&he will murther his Maſter , ſhe within fix 
moneths will marry him in requirall, and not only live his faichfull wife , but dic his obedi- 
ent and conſtant hand-maid, Now, although her firft proter of a thouſand crowns could not 
procure of La Villette, theſe her ſugred ſpeeches , which {hz intermixeth with kiffes, and the 
conſideration of ſo many thouſands, which her cſtate nor only promiſcth, but affureth, doth; 
ſo as forgetting his former vertue , to rem:mber his tature vice, he (lixea damnable villain ) 
ſwears to her to eff:& itz which wretched Verbal) contract , they interchangeably ſeal with 
Oathes and kiſſ:s, which (if they had any fear of God , or care of their ſalvations ) they 
ſhould have deteſted with horrour , and abhorred with der: ſtation. Neither will his malice (or 
the Dcvill the Author thereof) give him leave to protratt or deferr ic : for having reſolved to 


murther him as he rides abroad; his Mafter on a tint being invired to a generall hunting,by the- 


Baros of Saint Suſanna {Son and heir ro Monnſienr de V arennes Yat his ſaid Town of Suſanna, 
as hc came riding homewards towards his Fathers houſe of Manfrele , he in the midft of a great 
Wood , near unto the ſmall village of Saint Georges, riding behind his Maftcr, diſchargeth his 
Piftoll , loden with a brace of bullers, thorow his reynes , which makes him inſtantly fall off 
dead from his horſe to the ground. When this helliſh ſervant Le Villette , ſeeing his Maſter 
devoyd of breath , and groveling and wceltring in+ his blood, he having aGted the part of afin- 
fall Devill , incommitring this crac!! marther, now reſolves to afſume and repreſent that of a 
ſibtill Hypocrice in concealing it 5 when de:ermining to report that they were both afſiuleed, 
and his Maſter {hin by thieves , he to make all his actions conduce and look that way,chargeth 
his Piftoll again with another brace of Bullers , and ſhoots thorow his own hat, (gives himfelfa 
Cut ore his Ieft hand, and then breaks his Rapier , takes his own Piltoll, aud his Maſters Ra- 
pier, and chrows it into a Pond cloſe adjoyning 3 takes likewiſe his Maſters Purſe and Watch 
our, of his packet, and hides ir-ſecrecly z and then the more cunningly and knaviſhly to 
blcar and deceive the eyes of the World, thereby to make this his hypocrihie paſs the currenter, 
he having purpoſely provided himſelf of two ſmall cords z with the one be binds both his 
own feet,,' and wich the other (by apretty flight ) {1s therein his armes behind his back, and 
then ſetting himſelf againſt a Tree, he very pitifully weeps , groans , and crics out upon the 
thicves and murtherers of his Maſter De Merſon 3 when thece Gentlemen of Brien, travellin 

that way towards Pari?, repair to his afliffance, whom they find out by his cries ; to whom he 
relates , that five thieves had affaulted' his Mafter and himſelf, that fought in the defence as 
Jong as his Sword held 3 chat his Maſter was killed with a Piſtoll, then robbed , and himſelf 
ſhot thorow, and wounded, and bound as they ſaw. - When'theſe three Britiſh Gentlemen; 
gricving at this mournfall accident , and bloody ſpe&acle, rhey inſtantly cut the'cords where- 
with he was bound , and ſo having conveyed the dead Corps to the next Cortage , they run 
up and down the Wood to find out theſe thieves and murcherers, but in vaine : fo La Villette 
having thanked theſe Gentlemen for their aff:&ion and charity towards his- dead Maſter , and 
living ſelf, Hz wich a wonderfull'exceriour ſhew of ſorrow , takes care for the ſpeedy andde- 


ccives and burics him with infinite grief, lamentation and tears. | 


. . Inthe mean time, 'this murtherous Le Villette gives privat intcligence thereof to the blod% 


dy LaV afſelay, who alrhough ſhe inwardly receives thisnews with extream content and Joy's 
0 fee her (elf freed of fo unkind 'and ingratefull'a Hucband 3 ' yet publikely tothe cye of the 


World (thereby the berter to delude and deceive the World) ſhe contrariwife takes on blacks, 


fcening to be exceedingly mournfall , + penfive) and: ſorrowtull thereat but God will ſhortly 


aleore 
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192 oþ Gods Revenge againſt Atarther. ._Book I); 
'-  -"(difcoverthefallhood of theſe her tears, and in the triumphs of his reveng:, pull off the mask of 
this her difembling and treacherous Hypocrifts : For as Mans, Leval, Angiers , and all the ad- 
jacent, F owns and Countries gricve at this lamentable Murther of De Merſon : ſo they as much 
admire. and wondzr to ſec his old widow La Vafielay fo ſhorely married and efpouſed to his 
Gentleman LeV'lletts, whoſe Nuptials are celebrated and conſummared far within the term of 
{fixmonths after. For the curious wits of theſe Cities and Countries, conſidering what a pre«- 
polterous.courfe & reſolucion chis was for her to marry her Husbands man, and withall fo ſoon z 
as alſo that there was none other preſent but himſclt, when his maſter De Merſor was murthers« 
ed, it is umbragious , and leaves a fear and ſting of ſuſpition in their heads,that there was more 
in the wind than was yet known, and therefore knowing no more, they defcr the deteQtion 
thereof to the providence and pleaſure of God, who beſt, yea, who only knows in heaven how 
to condu@ and manage the ations here below on carth : and now indeed the very time is come, 
that the Lord will no longer permit theſe their cracl and bloody Murthers to be concealed, 
but will bring them forth to receive condign punifhment 3 and for want of other evidence and 
witneſſes, they themſclves ſhall be witneffes againſt themſelves. And akhough La Vafſelayes 
| | poyſoning of Gratiana,and LaVillettes piſtolling of his Maſter De Mer ſon, were cunningly con- 
D trived, and ſecretly perpetrated 3, yet we ſhall ſee the laſt of theſe bloody murtherr, occation the 
, diſcovery and: detcQion of the firſt, and both of them moſt ſeverely and ſharply puniſh:d for 
theſe their bloody crimes and horrible offences. The manner is thus : 

Thelc twoexecrable wretcher, La Villetre and La V afſelay have not live married above ſome 
ſeven or eight moneths , but he being deeply in Law with Mounfieur De Manfrelle, his Predece(- 
fors Father for the detcntionot ſome #9 and writings, he takes an occaſion to ride home to 
his houſe of Manfrelle to him, to conferre of the differences, and by the way falls into the 
company of fome Mcrchants of Laval and Vittry, who were returning from rhe Fair of Char. 

... tres 3 when riding together for the ſpace of almoſt a whole dayes journey; the ſecret providence 
-and ſacred pleafurc of God had fo ordained, that La Villette's horſe who bore him quietly and 
dy before, on a Sunday , firſt gocs backwards, in deſpight of his ſpur or ſwich, and then 
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ftanding an cnd on his two hind lege, falls quite back with him, and almoſt breaks che bulk and 
+, rtrunkof hisbody ; when having hardly the power to ſpeak , his breath failing him, and hee 

ſecing no way but death for him, and the hideous image thereof apparently before his eycs,the 
Spirit of God doth fo operate with his ſinful ſoul , as he there contefſerh how his wicked wife 
Lea V aſſelay, had cauſed him to murther his Maſter De Merſo#1, whom he ſhot to death with his 
Piſtol ; chat ſhe firſt ſeduced him with a thouſand Crowns to perform it, which he rcfaſed 5 buy 
then her conſcat to marry him , made him nor only attempt, but finiſh that blaody bufineſſe , 
whereof now from his very heart and foul he repented himſelf , and beſeeched the Lord ro 
forgive it him. : 

Bat here,before the Readers curioſity carry him further, let megin the Name and fear of God, 
both'requeſt and conjure him, to ſtand amazcd , and wonder with me at his ſacrcd providence, 
and inſcrutable. wifdom & judgment which moſt miraculouſly concurs & ſbines in this accident, 
and cſpecially in three effcqtial and moſt apparent circumftances thereof. For, it was onthe-very 
ſame Horſe,the ſame day twelve month, & inthe very fame wood & place,where this execrable 

- wretch Yilette formerly murthered his Maſter De Merſon: Famous bs notorious circumſtances, 
which deſcrve to be obſcrved, and remarked by all the children of God, yea, and to be im» 
I | neo and ingraven in their hearts and memories, thereby to deter us from the like crimes of 
 Þ UFTREDs £%> 
"_ -; Now cheſe. honeſt Merchants of Laval, and Vittry (as much in charity to Le Villette's life 
V8 in-execratian of chat confefſed Murther of his Maſter De Merſor) convey him to an Inne in Sts 
Georges, when cxp<ting.cvery minute, that he would dye in their hands, they ſend away poſt 
to-.advertiſe the Prefidial Court of Mans hereof (within whoſe Juriſdiftion St. Georges was) 
who. ſpeedily commanded Le Vllette to be brought thicher to them alive or dead : but God 
reſerved him from that natural, to a more infamous death , and made hinr hive til tie came 
thicher 3 where again he canfeſſeth this his foul Marther of his Mafter De Mer /#n, and likewiſe 
acyrſcth Ls V offelay to be the ſole inſtigator therof,as we have formerly heerd arid underſtood: 
Whereup6nihe is-no ſooner examin'd, but this bloody old Hag is likewiſe impriſoned 3 who | 
' with many aflcycrations and tcars, denyes,and retorts this foul-crime from her felf ro him. Bus 
her Jadger ate too'wiſe to believe the weakneſs and invalidity of this/ her foolith juſtification : 
So-whiles they arc conſuleing on her, De Bremay having norice of all cheſe accidencs , burcipe» 
by cially of . Ls V afſe/ay”s irvpriſonment, he (fill apprehcnding and fearing) that ſhe. undoubtedly. 
bs. was the death ot- his: Daughtor Gratiana) takes poſt from Nogerm to.dfers; where he ac | 
E.” ber thereof to che Eriminet Jidges of the Preſidial Court 3; who upon this her double accrifari- 
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Hiſt XIlI.. De Merſon, and LaV aſſelay. 


onzadjudged her to the Rack, when at the very firlt tormene thereof, ſhe( at laft preferring the 
life of her ſoul, before that of her body )confeſſeth her ſelf to be the Aﬀtor of her firſt crime of 
Marrher,and the Author of the ſegond; when, and whereupon the Zudges ( reſembling them= 
ſclves)in deteſtation, and for cxpiation of theſc her foul. crimes , condemn him x0 be hanged, . 
and ſhe to be. burned alive ; which the next day, at'the common place of Exccution ( near! the; 
Halls 'in Mans) is accordingly executed , in the preſence', and to the content ibf a worddiaf 
pcople of that City, who as much abhor the enormity of theſe their bloody crimes, as thiy re». 
Joyce,andglorific God, for this their (not. ſo ſevere, as deferved)puniſhments. + p57. bt 
As for Le Villette, he (like an impious Chriftian ) faid'little elſe , bur that which he bad 
formerly ſpoken and dclivercd in the wood , at the receiving of his fall; only he ſaid, Thathe 
had well hoped, that his great wealth which he had with La V afſelay, would have (heltredznd 
preſerved him irom this infamous death,for murthering her Husband, atd his Maſter, De Her= © 
On. EY 1 ” 
ſ But asfor this bloody Beldame , and: wretched old Fury , La V7 aſſelay, ſhe was content to 
grieve at Gratiana's death, though not to lament or pity that of her Husband De Merſons 4 yeay 
and although ſhe ſeemed to blame her jcaloufic towards her ; yet her age was ſo wretchedly 
inſtruſted in picty , as hz could not find in her heart, cither to make an Apology, or any*way 
to ſeem repentant for her inhumane cruelty towards him >» For as ſtis demanded pardon-of De 
Bremay for poiſoning his Daughter , ſoſh2 ſpake not a word tending that way , .to Menfrelles 
for cauſing his Son to be Piftoll'd; only in particular rermes, ſhe requeſted God to forgive the 
vanity of her youth; and in generall ones, the world to. forget the offences and crimes of her 
age : And fo conjuring all old Widdows and Wivcs, ta beware by her mournfull andexecrable 
example 3 her flames and prayers made expiation for the offence of her body , and her ſoul 


mounted and fled to Heavex, to crave remillton and pardon of God, who was the only Creator 
of the one , and Redeemer of the other. 4 


And ſuch were the deplorable, yet deſerved ends ofthis bloody, and wretched couple, Lz 
Vaſe) and Lz Vellette, for ſo cruelly murthering harmleſs Gratrana,and innocent De Merſonz 
and thus did Godsall-ſecing, and ſacred Juſtice, juſtly triumph ore theſe their crying and exc» 
crable crimes. O that their examples may engender and propagate our reformation; and that 


the reading of this their Iamentable Hiſtory, may tcach us, not only how to meditate thereon, 
but alſo how to amend thereby. Es | 


( 


d o OP —_—_ «* _ *. =_ 
yoo pw "2 = m—y— rr CO—_— - [ . —_ 
| Captain hengvent Fidel, and Patedtna. "Filew, 
= *. b ==> EA__—_—_= 
_ 10 = — 


. 
- 
\ i ” : oh -” . - — 
"2 __ — _E== 
” \ — — 
= I 6 : m >, d C p 
*- k o - & $5. - 


: b - 
bo - fo wo Fo 0 9 - 


| Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex: 
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ecrable Sinne of Murther. 
HISTORY XIv. 


Fidelia ad Czleftina cauſe Carpi and Montelecon with their two Lacquies, Lorenzo and Anſcl- 
mo, to murther their Father , LE. Benevente, which they perform. Montel:on, and bis Lace 
giie Anſclmo are drowned; Fidelia hangs ber ſelf; Lorenzo is hanged for a robbery, and on the 
Gallows confeſſeth the murthering of B:nevente; Curpi hath bis right band, then bis head cut 
off. Czlcſtina is beheaded, and her body barnt. 
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Ur beſt parts being our Vertacs, and our chief and ſoveraign Vertue, the purity and ſan- 
&ity of our (clves , how can we neglett thoſe, or not regard this, except we reſolyc to ſee 
our ſelves miſerable in this life, and our fouls wretched in that to come ; and as Charity is the 
; cyment of our other verrues, ſo Envie( her oppoſite) is the ſubverſion of this our charity; from 
a -- whence flowes rage, revenge, and many times murther , (ker frequent (and almoſtYher inſepa- 
| rable companions ; ) bar of all degrees of malice and cnvie , can there be any fo inhumane and 
diabolicall, as for two graccleſs Daughters to plot the death of their own Father ; and to ſe- 
duce and obtain their two Lovers to a& and perform it ? whereof in this enſuing Hiſtory , we 
ſhall ſec a moſt barbarous and bloody prefident, as alſo their condign puniſhments afflied 
on them for the ſame. In the reading whereof , O that we may have the grace by the fight of 
theſe their fcarfull crimes and panifhments, to reform and prevent our own, t hat we may look 
on their cruelty with charicy, on their rage wich reaſon, on their errors wich compaſſion , on 
their deſperation with pity, and on their inhumanity with piety z that the medication ant 
contemplation thereof, may terrific our choler ; quench, both rhe fire ofour luſt, and the flam 
- of our revenge : ſo ſhall our faith" be fortified, our paſſions reformed , our affe&ions purificd, 
and our ations eternally both blefſ2d and ſanfified : to which end, I have written and dt 
vulged it. So Chriftian Reader, if thou make this thy end in perufing it, thou wilt then not. 
fail to receive comfort thereby 3 and therefore fail not to give God the Glory. : 
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may grace our names, but our names cannot grace us, Alcaſero lives not at home with his Fa- 


neſs) drew all mens eyes to love them, many mens hearts to adore them ſo had they been as 
rich in Vertuc,as in Beauty,thcy had lived more fortunate , and neither their friends nor e- 
nemics ſhould have lived to have ſeen them die fo miſerably z for now that proves their ryines 
which might have becn their glory, They are both/ofthem ſought in marriage , by many Be» 
rons and Cavaliers, as well at home as abroad, but the Captain their Father will not give care, 
nor hearken to any, nor once permit that ſuch motion be moved him + They are fo immo+» 
deft , as they grieve hereat, and are fo extremly forrowful!, to ſee that a few years paſt away 
makes their Bzautics rather fade than flouriſh; where Vertue ou not Beauty, as well as 
Beauty Vertue, it is often a preſage and fore-runner of a fortune as fatall,as miſerable. 4s 
Bur as their thoughts were too imparient and immodecſt , to give way to fich iricontinent 
and irregular conceits 3 ſoon the other fidz, the Captain their Father,was too ſevere,and with- 
all, too unkind, I may fay crucll , to hinder them from Marriage, fith their beatity and age 
had long farce made them both meritorious and capable of it, It was in them immodeſty 3 in 
him unkindneſs, to propoſe ſuch ends to their defires and reſolutions ; for as he hath authority 
£0 cx obedicnce from them, ſo have they likewiſe reaſon to expe&t Fatherly aff: ion and 
care from him. But he is more. affc&cd and addiQed to his wealth and covetouſneſs , than in<- 
clincd to regard his Daughters content, and therefore is fully reſolved 4 not as yet ts marry 
them; which is a reſolution better left chan imbraced,and infringed than kept of him ; fith ic 
may bring forth cff.C&s contrary both to his hopes and defires: It is commonly dangetous for 
Parents, to content themſclves with their childrens diſconterits;z for where Nature is croſſed; 
It many times degenerates , and proves unnatural, as the Cataratts of Nilus make it ſubmerge 
and waſh Egypt with her inundation : Bur Fidelia and (zleftina, will make triall of one invens 


tion and concluſion more before they will give way to their diſtaft, or ſtrike fail to their chalet - 
 orrevenge. They (ce their Father is reſolute, and ſevere in nipping their hopes and'croflmg 
| their defires of marriage ; and yet they hope, that alchough they cannot prevail with -himy'that 
their Brother Alcaſero may z to which end, the ſooner to obtain and crown their defires w = ; £8 
content, they conſult cogether, and ſo by a confident friend of theirs , ſend him this Letter't& © Et 
Navles,  FIDELIA and CALESTINA © ALCASERO. EIT: 
Df of our Fathers reſolution to'marry us, we have uo other refuge or recourſe, but to thy -- 
Fs Aortorr- 


nd thy affettion , in requeſting thee power fully y ſolirite him herein, that he may not pref 
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Gods Revengo againſt Mearther, Book Ill. 


bis Gold before our content, aud conſequently his hopes before our deſpair z neither could our hearts oy 
thoughts perſwade us , eivher to imploy or acquaint any other but thy ſelf with theſe our defires , which 
Modeſty would bave ſuppreſſes, but that Truth contradidied and oppoſed it 3; for his ſeverity aud 
cruelty is ſuch towards ns, that although we are ſought in marriage by divers Cavaliers 2ur SUPEYIa 
ours ; yet he will not permit us to be ſee.» nuch leſs to be weddedof any. TJoyn then thy power to oup 
wiſhes and prayers , and thy affetion to the procuring of onr contents, and we then doubt not , but ty 
be as happy in a Brother, as otherwi iſe we fear we ſhall ſee our ſelves nnfortunate, yea, miſerable in & 
Father : and as th:ucanſt not forget our deſcent and Blood , jo we zealouſly pray and beſeech thee to 
remember , if not our Beauty, our Touth, FID ELIA, CALESTINA, : 


Their Brotherreceives this Letter ; he is too brave, generous, and courteous, to beunkind to 
any, eſpecially to young Ladics, apd moſt eſpecially to his Siſters, whoſe content he makeg 
and reputes his own, He comes to Otranto, deals cft:Qtually with the Captain his Father here- 
in , who gives them this anſwer, That he hath provided the Baron of Carpi for Fidelia, and 
the Ki:ight Bartholomeo Monteleon for Celeftina z and that within fittzen daics they are to come 
toOiranto to ſcethem 3 which news doth exceedingly rejoyce, firſt himſelf , then his Siſterss 
bur their joy ſhall not laſt long, but be buried as ſoon as born. Within the prefixed time, theſe 
two noble men come, but they are hatefull , and not plealing to Fidelia and Celeftina; for 
the Baron of Carpi is crook-back*d , and ſquint-cycd, and MHonteleon is large of one leg. Theſe 
Ladies valew their beauty at too high a rate, to beftow it on ſuch deformed Husbands ; and 
although V«xns accepted of Vulcan, yet they will have none of theſe, becauſe, they deem no 
hell to.that of a diſcontented bed 3 heretofore they wiſhed for Suters, and now they wiſh they 
were well ri4 of theſe, and fo ſacrificing to their own contents , they ſet up this reſolution in 
theic hearts and ſoules, that they will rather die Maidens , than live to fee themſelves wives 
to ſuch Husbands, Their Father receives Carpi and Honteleon courtcouſly, and entertains them 
,nobly , according to their rank and merits; he tells his Daughters plainly /, that they (hall 
marry theſe, and none others. Thus the Bark of theſe their reſfolations is ſurpriſed and bea- 
ten wich two contrary winds, he will be obeyed of his Daughters, and they will be commanded 
of their Father in all things, but not in this of their Marriage. 

Ic is never good for Parents , to force the aff:&ions of their children in their marriages , fith 
it isa bufineſs , which not only lives , but dies with them; but withall, their own wills muſt 
neither be their law, nor thcir guide, for their Parents have (or ac leaft ſhould have ) more ex- 
pericnce and judgment than they, to ſee who are, and who are not fit matches for them: But 


where authority oppoſeth affe&ion, or affeAion reaſon, there ſuch marriages are ſtill uſhered 


on with diſcontent, and waited and attended on with miſery. Likewiſe, there is a great ref» 
pe and con(ideration to be obſerved by Parents ,/in the inclinations and natures of their chil- 
dren ; for ſome will be perſwaded or reproved with a word, wh-reas others will become more 
head-ftrong and rebellious with menaces and threats. Had this Captain attempted and pra- 


&iſed the firſt, and not the ſecond towards theſe two Ladies his D:ughters , peradventure - 


they had never leapt from reaſon to rage, from obedience to contempr, nor from hope to dee 
ſpair; yea, I dare preſume to averr with truth and fafcry, that we ſhould have fecn them all as 
happy, as I now fcar we ſhall fee them miſerable. | 
Bur co proceed with their Hiſtory, they arc prefſed by the Captain their Father , and im- 
portuned by the two noble men their Suters, to finiſh and confirm theſe contratts, But Fidelia 
and Celefing with a truc ſemblance of diſtaft, and yet a falſe ſhew of curtcfic, give the deniall 
to their Father in particular terms, and to them in general]. He ftorms at'their diſobedience, 
and they impute this cxcuſe of theirs to modeſty, rather than unkindneſs, They flatter them» 
ſlves with this hope, that fich they are fair , they muſt be courtcous , and cannot be cruell z or 


if th: contrary , that che Captain their Father will ſo mannage his Daughters affcQtions, as all 


ings ſhall ſort co their defires and expetations : but they ſhall come too ſhort oftheir hopes 
for they are ncicher reſerved for the Ladics, nor the Ladics for them; but whiles thus they are 
baſic in advancing the proceſs of their affe&ions , Fidelie and Celeftina attempt a contrary en- 
terpriſe, for they with tears and prayers , requeſt their Brother A/caſers, importunatly to ſoli- 
Cite their Father in their behalf , chat he will not enforce themto marry thoſe whom they can« 
not aff-&, much leſs obcy ; which like a noble and dcar brother, he performs with much 
2 and perſwaſion; but he cannot {prevail with him , nor bring them any other anſwer, than 
Ut  ehey muſt and ſhall marry them,and only them. | 
ters, this [Udory of theirs had not deſerved ſo muchpity and com | | 
many-ſighs from the hearers, or tcars from the Readers: for ſeeing their Father c—_— 
- 


is reſolation of their Facher been more courteous and lefsrigorous towards his daugh» 
effon norwedld havedrawin. 


PO—_— > 27 ——__— __— "Ry _— 


Sc mw4u_ __ _—— 


Hiſt. XIV. Benevente and his two bloody daÞlers. a: 


love them. . And here(©Q here )chey enter into devilliſh machinations, and hellh conſpiracies 
againſt him : for as he plots their diſcontents, fo do they hjs deftruCtion. *. Fidelia and Cele- 
ftina {ce their blood, and cauſe one, and therefore ſo they pretend ſhall be their fortunes ; they 
would reveal their intents' and defignes each to other j bur the faCt is ſo foul and unnaturall, as 
for a whiles they cannot , but they necd no other Orarory than their own ſullen and diſcon- 
tented looks , for cither of them may read a whole L:&ure of grief *and choler in cach others 
eyes, till at lengrh tired wich the importunity of their Father , and the impatiency of Carp; 
and Mozteleon, Fidelia as the more audacious of the two, firſt breaks it to her Sifter C eleſting; 


in this manner. That ſhe had rather die, than be compelled to marry one whom ſhe cannot. 


affe& ; that the Baron of Carpi 1s not for her , nor ſhe for him ; and that fith her Father is Te- 
ſolute in this match, (alchough ſh: be his Daughter) ihe had rather ſce him laid in his Grave; 
than her lf in-Carpies bed. There needs not many reaſons to perſwade that which we defires, 
For Celeſtina tels her Siſter plainly ,_ that ſhe (in all points) joyns and concurrs in opinion 
with her , adding wichall, that the ſooner their Father is diſpatched , the better; becauſe ſhe 
knows they ſhall never receive any content on Earth, till he bein Heaven z and ſo they con- 
clude he thall dic. 
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tit on foot, and It ACUC k 
backwards 3 bat. did we,  meaſyre. 
” - « I 3 ; As : 


ſolved to offer violence to their af tions, they begin to hate him , becauſe hewill not betrer 
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by the end , as well as the end by the beginning , our aft:Qions would ſavourof far more Reli- 
gion,and offar lcſs impicty, and we ſhould then rejoyce inthat which we muſt now repent , 
but cannot remedy. ey take time at advanrage, and pertinently acquaint Carp; and Monte- 
leon with it. The paſſions of affc&tion prove often more powerfull than thoſe of Reaſon, t 
ſuffer themſelves to be vanquiſhed and led away by.the pure beauty and ſweet Oratory of theſe 
ewo diſcontented and treacherous Ladics, without conſidering what poiſon Ilurks under their 
ſpeeches , and danger under their rongues. They commit a groſs and main errour, in rely. 
ing. more on the Daughters youth , than the Fathers gravity 3 on their verball , than his reall 
aff:&ion ; and fo they ingage themſelves to the Daughters, in a very ſhort time, to free then of 
the Captain their Father. It was a baſe vice in Gentlemen of their rank, to violate the Laws 
of Hoſpitality, inſo high a degree , as to kill him who loved them ſo dearly, and entertained 
them ſo courtcouſly 3 and It is ſtrange, that both their humors were ſo ftrangely vicious a to 
concur and ſympathize in the attempt of this execrable murther : But what cannot vice Per= 
form, or Ladies procure of their Lovers ? at lcaft if they love Beauty better than Vertuc, and 
Pleaſure, than Picty. 

Captain Benevente is many times accuſtomed after dinner to ride to his Vineyard,and now $ 
then to Alpiataza neighbour village, where he is familiarly(it not too familiarly Jacquainted wth 
a Tenants wife of hiszvwhom he loved in her youth, and cannot forſake in her middle age; perſe- 
verance in vice never makes a good end :a fingle fin is diftaftfull; but the redoubling thereof, is 
both batefull and odious to God. Carpi and Monteleon take their two Lacquics , Lorenzo and 
Anſelmo with them,afſoon as they know the Captain to be abroad,only accompanied with his 
confident Gentleman Fiamento z and diſguifing themſelves, they watch him at the corner of the 
wood; where of neceſſity he muſt paſs. The event anſwereth their bloody os > mig & dctires; 
they ſee Benevente and Fiamento approaching , riding a ſoft trot, when like fo many Ficnds 
and D:vills, they all four ruſh forth the thickets, and ( without any other form ) with their 
Swords and Piftolls, (after ſome refiftance) kill them dead to the grouud ; but this is not the 
end of their hclliſh malice and envicz neither is the unſatiable thirſt of their revenge yet quench- 
ed; for they take theſe two murthred bodies (who are afreſh reeking , and weltring in their 
blood) and carry them to a Neighbour hill, and ſo throw them down into a deep quarry full of 
thick buſhes and brambles , whereas they thought no mortall cyc ſhould ever have ſeen them 
more, and thenithere they conſult upon their flight. Carpi reſolvesto take poaſt for Naples, 
and there for a time to ſhroud himſelf among the multitude of the Nobilzty and Coaches , whick 
grace and adorn that City 3 And Monteleon reſolves to hye towards Brunduſium, with intent, 
thatif theſe murthers were revealed , and himſelf detected and accuſed, he would there ems 


barque bimſclf cither for Venice or Malta: but he hath not as; yet made his peace and reckons» pl 


'Leave we Carpiand his Laquay poaſting for Naples, and Iet us ſce what accident will ſpee= 
dily befall Monteleox. It js impoſſible for murther to go long unpuniſhed 3 Monteleox and his 
Laquay 4nſclmo ſhall ere they ride farr , ſec this poſition verified in themſelves; Heis provided 


of two fair Gennets, one for himſelf, the other for his Laquay, and having taken his leave of 


Garpi, away he gocs! for Brundufium 3 but he hath not ridden paſt twelve miles before his own 


horſe fel] down dead under him, which doth ſomewhat affli and amaze him ; but this is but * 


he. part of higmiſery , and but the very beginning of his misfortune ; he is enforced eo 
his poonk of neceſſity, ſo he rides his Larne loſe, and. he follows him on foot. It is 
mp (ſible for a guilty. conſcience to be ſecured from fear 3 he rides narrow lancs, and by- 
waies, but at laſt near the Village Blanguettelle, he meets with a ſwift Ford, which is paſſable 
farbarſe, -but.not for foot ; Here Monteleon is conftraincd to take up his Laquay Anſelmo be- 
vg ns; whictfedoths but being in the midft. thereof, the horſe flumbles , and falls with 

Xh 6fthem under himz. which, is done ſo ſuddenly , that Moxteleo: had notime to caſt off 
8 Laquay, and fo they are both drowned, and have neither the Grace nor power to breath,or 


Ck a word more. : 


t E! lives , . whereas now it israther to be feared, than wiſhed, they likewiſe run the hazard of 
ar foules. But as it isa vertuetothink and cenſure charitably of the dead, fo it muſt needs 
Ty vice to. do.the contrary. . Heretofore they thirſted for blood, and ( lo) 'now they have 
EX | 


& fill of water. . AIl Elements arc the ſervantsof God, but theſe two of fire and water, are 
the-moft tcrribleghe moſt imperuous, This is a teſtimony of outweakneſs, and of Gods power. 
_ By this time, Captain Bexevente, and his man Fiamento arc found wanting , and no news 
$0 be heard of thera 3 his-houſcrings and reſounds with ſorrow , all his ſervants and friends 
mourn. and lament for his abſcrice , and his two accurſed,'Daughters , they feem to beall in 
$cars therearz but We ſhall ſhortly ſee_chis their by pocrific and diffimulationbotk deceQted 


and 


—_ 
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Judgments are ſecret and inſcrutable : had they bad time to repent, they had only Ioft - 
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and rev:nged. They lay all the Countrey.to purchaſe news of their Father, and| ſpeedily by 
poaft advertiſe their Brorher Alcaſero hereof ar Naples,who amazcd hereat, comes away with all 
flible ſpecd and expedition; His two Siſters and himſclf wonderfully mourn and lament for 
the abſence of their Father, and now ſeeing five daies paſt and no news of him z they begin to 
ſuſpc& and fear , that he is made away and murthered; and becauſe Fiamento wes alone with 
him, they ſuſpc& him of the fa&, which they arc the ſooner. induced to believe, in regard he 
is fled, and not to be found ; bat they ſhall ſoon ſez the contrary, and that as he was a faithfull 
ſervant to their Father his Mafter , during his life , fo he was a true companion to him in his 
death. And although Alcaſero his Son uſe all poſſible zcal and induftry to finde out his Father, 
ct fich Earth cannot, now Heaven will reveal the news and fight of him. For as ſome neigh- 
ouring Gentlemen (his kinsfolks and fricnds)are hunting of a Stagg near Alpiata, they purſue 
him on Horsback ſome five or fix hours , and ar laſt being tired , he runs for refuge and ſhelter, 
thorow the buſhes and bryars , into the ſame old Quarry , where the dead bodies of Captain 
Benevente, and his man F:amento were thrown. The Gentlemen hunters deſcend from their 
Horſes, and with their Swords drawn, enter purpoſely to kill the Stagg, which they per- 
form 3 when caſting aſide their eyes, they ſee two dead mens bodies, one near the other , 
whoſe leggs, hands, and faces , the Crows had pittifully mangled and defaced. They are ama2- 
ed at this mournfull and unlooked-for {;>Ctacle , when approaching to diſcera them , they. by 
their cloathsfinde and know them to be Captain Benevente, and his Gentleman Fiamento. They 
arc aſtoniſhed and amazcd hereat 3 and ſo one of thera rides back poſt to Otrants, to acquaint 
Alcaſero his Son hereot 3 who melting into tears, returns with him near to Alpiate, where, to 
his unſpeakable grict , he ſees the dead bodies both of his Father and Fiamento, which before all 
the Hunters he cauſcd to be ſcarched, and finds that his Father (with a Piftoll bullet) was ſhot 
thorow the head in two places, and run thorow the body with a Rapicr in three 3. and "that 
Fiamento had five deep wounds with a Rapier, and one ſhot' thorow the head. Alcaſtro," and 
the whole company grieve and lament at this ſorrowfull nowsz they know well that Fiaments 
did not ſet upon the Captain his Father, and that neither of them had Piſtols : and though They 
might imagin icdone by thieves , yet they were quickly clearcd of that jealoufie and ſuſpition; 
becauſe they finde rich Rings on his Maſters fingers, and ftore of Gold inhis pockets :. So: they 
referring the diſcovery of this bloody and damnable murther to Time, and to God,the-Author 
and giver of Time , Alcaſero cauſeth the dead bodies , firſt of his Father, then of Fiamento, to 
be laid in a Coach , which he had purpoſely cauſed to be brought thither 3 and ſo accompa-- 
nied with all che Gentlemen, returnes with it to Otranto, where all the whole Ciry: lamence- 
and bewail this tragicall diſaſter : and becauſe theſe dead corps of theirs have reccived wrong 
in being ſo long above ground, Alcaſero that night gives them their duc burials, interring Fig 
mento decently , and his Father honourably, according as the neceſſity and Rtrineſfie of the 


time would permit him. 
3 


[t isnow Alcaſero's curioſity and care to ſeck out the murtherers of his Father ; and for liis 


Siſters they are ſo irrcligious and wretched, as they think to mock God, and delude the world 
wich their immoderate, yet counterfcit mourning; but ie proceeds not from their hcarts,gmuch 
leſs from their ſouls. The morrow after their Fathers buriall, they arc all three informed; 
Montelon and his Laquay Azſelmoare drown'd as they paſt the River Blanguettelle, whereat he 
wonders , and his two Siſters rejoyce and triumph , eſpecially Celefinz, wha now ſees hep felt” 
freed , not only of the Captain her Father whom ſhe hated,, but alſo of the Knight, Mantelron 
her Suter, whom ſh: could not love : She is ſo impious and gracecleſs, as ſhe doth rejoyce, but 
will ncither repent nor pitty at theſe acejdents ; yea, ſheſofleightly and trivially paffeth over 
the r:membrance of her Fathers untimely and bloody death, as if murther were no fin, or that” 
God had ordained no puniſhment for it ;- She wears her mourning attire and weeds', .mory, fe 
ſhew than ſorrow 3 for her Father wasno ſooner laid in his Grave, but ſhe builds many C 
of pleaſure in the Air of her extravagant and ambitious thoughts, vowing..that ere long-{he 
will have a Gallant of her own chobing to her, Husband 3 but ſhe may conie. ſhort, of hex hopes. 
and perchance finde a halter for her neck , before a + wedding, Riug. log per anger, 0k bevs 
Brother Alcaſero , his thoughts are roving and roaming another .way,z ffor he finds. it. 8 
that the Baron of Carpi comes not to cook him. for. .his Fa vAQU, to:continueHIF- 
ſure and aff:&ion to his Sifter Fideliay, whercat he both Bf TANG þ tn. = , oY Ng: 
takes it in i11 part, but alſo begins to ſuſpet , and rocaft many' doubts and jealoulies 

and whar the iſſue thereof will be, or what cffeRs it will produce , we'ſhall ſhortly fee. But a 
moneth or two, being blown away , Cerpi hearing no ſuſpition or talk of him 5, and thinking 


all things in a readineſs for him to be afſared and contraftcd to his Lady and Miftris F idelia; be 
| parelling him in a contrary Livery , ſends him ſecretly to Open = 


Kea new Laquay,and a 
with this Letter to bers _ 
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CARPI to FIDELIA. F 

Eh are ſome reaſons that tay me for not comming to Otranto, to condole with thee ſor the death 
of thy Father , which what they are, none can better imagine than thy ſelf : when thy ſorrows 

are overblown, I will come to thee, in hope to be as joyfull in thy preſeuce , as thy abſence makes me 
miſerable, T have given thee ſo true and ſoreall a proof of my affeftion, as thou ſhouldeſt offer me * 
palpable injuſtice, and to thy ſelf extreme injury to doubt thereof. For what greater teſtimony canjt 
thou futurely expe, than 10 believe I will ever preferr thy love before mune own life , ifthy conjtancy 
anſwer mine, Heaven may , but Earth cannot croſs our deſires. Ipray ſignifie me how thy Brother 
flaxds affetel to our affe&ions ; thy anſwer ſhall have many kiſſes, and I will ever bath honour and 
bleſs that haud that writ it. 


CARPI. 


The Lacquie comes to'Otranto,and finds out Fidelia, to whom(wich much care and ſecrecie) 
he delivers his Maſters Letter , and commends, and requeſteth an anſwer. Fidelia receives the 
one, and promiſeth the othery but ſhe is perplexed and troubled injmind. Here her thoughts 
make a ftand, and conſult whether ſhe ſhall open this Letter orno. Her Conſcience hath here- 
tofore yeclded to the death of her Father 3 and now Religion begins to work upon the litc of 
her Conſcience, which indeed is that of her Soul. Had (ſhe perſcvered in this courſe of piety, 
her tance might have pleaded for her diſobedience , and her contrition redecined her 
crime z bur ſhe forſakes the Helm that might have ſteered her to the Port of happineſs and 
ſafety, and ſo fils the ſayles of her reſolutions with the wind of diſpair , which threaten no leis 
than to ſplic the Bark of her life on the Rocks of her deſtruftion and death. She now begins to 
hate company,which beforc ſhe loved , and to love ſolitarineſs, which before ſhe hated; yea,the 
living picture of her dead Father doth ſo haunt her thoughts, and frequent her imaginations, 
that whereſoever ſhe is, it is preſent with her, Remorſe, as a Vulture gnawsat her heart and 
conſcience ; Jens though nothing do fear her , yet ſhe fears all things. She ſees no man running 

tihe thinks he purpoſely followes her to dragg her to Priſon z ſhe is afraid of 
her own ſhadow, and thinks, that not only every tower, but every houſe will fall upon her: 
ſhe will not come into any Boat nor paſs any River, Brook or Well, for fear of drowning. This 
deſpair of hers cauſeth her to be cold in her Religion , and frozen in her Prayers, which ſhould 
be both the preſervative and Antidote of theYoul : her ſpeeches for the molt 'part are confuſed 
and diftrafted , and her looks, ſullen, fearfull, and gaftly ( the proper fignes and ſymtoms of 
deſpair.) Carpi's Lacquic having tayed two dayes in Otramo for his anſwer , holds ic his duty 
to importune Figelia co be diſpatched, the which that night ſhe promiſerh him 3 and now in a 
fad and melancholy humour ſhe breaks off Carp!*s Letter, and peruſcth it 3 which not only re- 
+ bur revives the remembrance of her Fathers death 3 whereat ſhe enters into a ſtrange,and 
lc a paſſion, as ſhe once had thought to have thrown his Letters into rhe fire , and 
herſcif after. Nowſhe is reſolved to write back to Carpi, and then preſently ſhe changeth hee 
refolucion, and: vows ſhe will anſwer him with filence. Burt the Devill is as ſubrill as malici- 
ts; and fo ſhe cals for Pen and Ink , and out of the dregg of diſcontent, and the gall of de« 
ſpair, wriccs and returns him this anſwer: 


FIDELIA to CARPI. 


\\ATFathers death hath altered my diſpofition 3 for T am now wholly addiied to monruing , and 

Kvbt'to marriage. T pray trouble not thy ſelf to leave Naples , to. come to condole with me in Or 
_— the beſt comfort that T car receive, is, that it is impoſſible for me to receive any. I never 
doubted of thy affeion , nor will givi'thee any juft cauſe to ſuſpedgmuch leſs ts fear mine. If this will 
nod ſuffice, reſt affcre#F bxve fed ther either my Gravegor thy ſelf ſhalt be my Husband. How 
wy Brother ftauds effeBid to thee, it a thing difficult for me 10 underſtand or know, fith I am only his 
Sifter, wot bis Sccretairy: gbut in all'outtdard appearance , Ithink be neither loves thee for my ſakeynor 
my ſelf for thine. Live thou as happy, as T fear L ſhall die miſerable 
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 Whar a fearful! Letrer is this, cither for Fide/:a ro ſend , or Carpt to receive ; but her di- 
fiemporedand diftradted ſpirits can afford no other z and therefore ſhe diſpatcheth away the 
Lacquie witch this. And now (as if her thoughs tranſported her co hell) ſh: cannot be alone, 
for the Devilkis fill with her ; he appearsto her ina ſhapz of an Angell of Light, and pros 
fers her Mountains of Wealth, and Worlds of Hozour, if ſh: will fall down and adore him. To 
rebell againſt God is a fin : bur to perſevere in our rebellion, is not only a contempr, bur a 
treaſon in the higheft degree againſt God. The beſt of Gods people are commonly tempted; 
but thoſe arc,and prove the worſt, who are overcome with rempration. Fortitude is a principall 
and ſoveraigh vertue in Chriſtians; and it we vanquiſh the Devill, it is good for us that ke af- 
faulted us, fith thoſe ViEories(as well ſpirituall as temporall) arc ever moſt glorious and ho- 
nourable , which are atchicved with greatcſt danger. Had Fidelia followed the current of this 
counſell , and the ſtream of this advite , ſhe had never been ſo weak with God, nor ſo unfaich- 
full co her ſelf, as to deſtroy her ſelf : but forſaking God yi and conremning prayer, which is 
che true way to the trueft felicity, what can ſh: hop: for but deſpair, orcxpeR bur deftruttion? 
Her Brother Alcaſero, and many of her kinsfolks, neighbours and tricnds ( with their beft z-al, 


and poſſible power) endeavour to perfwade and comfort her z they exhort her to read religi- 


ous books, and continually to pray 3 She hearkneth to both theſe counſels, but neither can, 
or will nor follow cither 3 Her f1:eps are but broken flumbers, butdiftrafted dreams, and ever 
and anon it ſeems (to the eyes of her mind and body) that the Captain her Father doth ſpeak 
to her, and follow her. In a word, ſhe is weary both of the world, and of her life 3 yea , de- 
ſpair, or rather the Devill hath reduced her to this cxtream miſ:ry , and miſerable extremity, 
that ſhe is ready to kiſs that hand that would kill her, or that Dz:ath which would give her 
death 3 She never ſees a knife in the hands of another , bur ſhe wiſhzth it in her own heart: 

her Conſcience doth ſo terribly accuſe her, and her thonghts give in ſuch bloody evidence a» 
gainſt her conſcience and her ſelt , for occafioning'her Fathers murther , thar {he reſolves ſhe 
muſt die, and therefore diſdains tolive. And now comes her Sifter Cele$inz toher , to per- 
ſwade and conferr with her, but ſhe will prove buta mifcrable comforter. Fidelia ſecs her with 
hatred and deteftation, and when ſhe begins to ſpeak, very peremprorily and mournfully cuts 
off her ſpeeches thus; Ab Sifter , would we had ſlept when we;plotted our Fathers death,fur tft ſecks 
ing his ruine, we ſhall aſſuredly find out our own : Provideyou for your ſejety, for I am paſt, bope of 
mine 3. and ſo get you out of my ſight. | know not whether the beginning of this her fpeech fa» 


 voured more of Heav:;z, than the end thereof doth of Hel! : for ſure it we paſs hope , we come . 


too ſhort of ſalvation ; and if we forſake that, this intallibly will torfake us. | 

This poor, or rather this miſcrable Gentlewaman, having alwayes her murchered Fatherbe= 
fore her eyes,( which inceſſantly haunts her as a Ghoſt, and yet ſhe enforced ro follow ir as. hee 
ſhadow) is powerfully allured and provoked by the inſtigation of the D:yill, in what man» 
ner , or at what rate ſoever, to diſpatch her ſelf , being ſo wretchedly infſtrufted in faith and 
piety, and ſhe adds and believes, that the cnd of her lite will provenor only the end of her. af= 


flitions , but the beginning of her jJoyes. But, Opoor F:delia, with a thouſand pitics and 


tears , I both picty and grieve to ſee thee believe ſo infernall an Advocate : for what joy cither 
will he, or can he give thee ? Why, nothing but bondage for liberty , torments for pleaſures, 
and tortures for delights 3 or ifchou wilt have me ſhzw thee whercat his flatering oratory, or 
ſugred infinuation tend:th, it is only to have thee deſtroy thy body in carth, that(as a triumph 
and Tropbee to the enlargement of his obſcure Kingdom )he may drag thy body and foul co hell 
fire. But Fidelia is as conſtant in her fin, as impious in her reſolution 3 'and fo ( all delayes {ey 
apart ) ſhe ſceks the mcans to deſtroy her ſelt + ſhe procures poyfon and takes ic , buthe. effe& 


. and operation thereof anſwers not her defires, 1 know nor whether ſhe be more inwatient ta 


live than willing to dic. We never want invention, ſcldom means to doevill; a little penrknife 
of hers, ſhall in her conceit perform that which poyſon could not ; ſhe ſeeks ir , and now. re+ 
members it is with her pair of Knives, in the pocket of her beſt gown; the flics tro ber Ward» 
robe, and-ſo to her pocket, but finds not her Knives , only {he finds her Naples-lilk girdle in 
ficad thereof, The Devils inſtruments are never far to ſeck; ſh: chinks it as good to ſtrangleher 
Throat, as to cutit. And here comes her mournfull and deplorable Tragedy , ſhe returns 
ſwiftly ro her Chamber , bolts the door, and ſo (which I grieve and tremble to relate )) fafteng 
It to the teaſter of her Bed, and there hangs her. ſelf; and as it is faithfully reported; at tha 
very inſtant, and for the ſpace of an hour, it thundced and lightned fo cruelly , as if Heaven 
and Earth were drawing to an cnd, that not only the chamber where ſhe hung, but the whole 
houſe ſhaked thereat. The thunder being paſty and thegkics cleared, Dinner is ſerved on 'the 
Table, and Atcaſero and Celeſtine ready to fit, they callfor their Siſter Fidelisy, bur {he is not ro 


be found. One goes toher Chamber; and returns , that her Key is wichoutfide, and the cone | 
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bolted withing and yet ſhe anſwers not. They both flic from the Table to her. Chamber, and 
call and knock, but no anſwer. Alcaſero commands hismen to break open rhe door, which 
they do, and there ſees his Siſter Fidelia hanging to the Bed-ſtead ftark dead. They cry out as 
affrighted and amazcd at this mournful and pitifull ſpe&aclc,and with all ſpecd take her downs 
but ſhe is breathleſs, though not cold; and they ſee all her face and body , which were wont 
to be as white as Snow , now tobe coal black, and to tink infinitly. Theſe are the wofull c< 
fs, and lamentable fruits both, of Deſpair and Murther. O, may Chrifſtians of all ranks, 
and of both Sexes, take heed by Fidelia's mournfull and miſerabfe example , and withall re- 
member,that murther will ill be revenged and puniſhed , eſpecially that whichis perpetrated 
by children toward their Parents ; a fin odious both to God and man, ith it not only oppo(- 
eth Nature, but Grace 3 Earthybut Heaven, 
No ſooner( with gricf and mourning ) hath Alcaſero buried this his naturall, yet unnaturall 
Sifter Fidelia, but as his other Sifter Celeſtina weeps for her death , ſo ſhe again rejoyceth thar 
her Siſter hath no way revealed the great buſineſs , which ſo much concerns her, I mean the 
murther of the Captain her Father. But Time will dete& and revenge both ir and her, And 
that we may not ſeem extravagant in the narration and unfolding of this Hiſtory, flie we from 
Otrants to Naples, and leave we the fatall and wofull Tragedy of Fidelia, to ſpeak a little of 
the Baron of Carpi her Lover, who hath yet a great part to alt upon the Theatre of this H iſtory. 
He hath no ſooner received Fidelia's Letter by his Lacquie, but he, much wonders and grieves 
at the contents thereof : he ſees her cold in her affeCtion rowards him , and hot in deſpair to 
herſelf, and thinks , that as it is in her power to rejoyce him with her affeQion, fo it may be. 
in his to comfort her with his preſence : but her requeſt and his confcience inform him, that it 
is yet too ſoon to leave Naples to fee Otranto 3 and yet that he may not fail in the complement 
and duty of a Lover , he reſolves to viſit her by Letter , though not in perſon, and ſo writes her 
theſe few lines. 


CARPI toFIDELIA. 
VV. thy requeſt not my Law, I would ſee Fidelia to comfort her, and comfort my ſelf to ſee 


ber : But fith T muſt be ſo unfortunate, as in one Letter to receive two different ſorrows, 
my refuſall , and thy deſpair , what remedy (or Antidote )can I wore aptly adminiſter , than Pati- 
ence to the firſt , and Prayer to the ſecond? If thou weigh matters aright, I have more occaſion of ſor- 
row than thy ſelf, and yet I am ſo far from deſpairing, as T hope Time will give thee conſolation and 
me Content. Endeavour to love thy ſelf, and not to hate me; ſo ſhalt thou draw felicity out »f affli- 
Gion, andT ſecurity out of danger. T hope thy brother will not follow thy Fathers eps; his affeaion 
to thee, ſhall be mine to bimſelf. Let thy ſecond Letter give me half ſo much joy, as thy firſt did grief, 
and I ſhall then triumph at my good fortune, as much as I now lament and pitty thine, and in that 


MIne One 
CARPL 


He ſends this Letter of his to Otranto, by his Lacquie Fieſco , who carricd his firſt 5 but he 
muſt go into another world if he mean to deliver it to Fidelic : He comes to Otranto, and re- 
pairs to Captain Benevente's houſe; where as he is walking in the ſecond Court, Alcaſers being 
very ſolitary and penfive ata window, leaning his head on his hand , and deeply and ſeriouſly 
thinking what two fatall diſaſters were befallen his houſe, as the loſs of his Father and Siſter, he 
by chance cſpics this Lacquie F:eſco; at whoſe fight his heart beats, and his blood very ſudden» 
ly flaſheth up in his face ; he exceedingly wonders hereat, and attributing cvery cxtraordi- 
nary motion in hirtifelf, a ftep or degree to the diſcovery of his Fathers Murther , whereon 
his thoughts were alwaies fixed , and could never be withdrawn ; he ſends a Gentleman of hisg 
named Plentinus , toenquire whoſe Lacquie it was, and what was his bufineſs. Plaxtinus de» 
ſcends and examineth him but he is clots, and will reveal nothing. He entrcats him to enter 
and taſt the Wine, which he doth z when ingaging,and leaving him in the Celler, he trips up 
to his Maſter, and acquaints him with his anſwer, adding withall , that ſome fifreen daycesfince 
he ſaw him here before, Alcaſero commands this Lacquie to be brought before him , he cx- 
amines him, but he will not diſcover himſelf z he threatens him with the whip, and impriſon- 
ment, but he cannot prevail. It is a vertuc ina ſervant to conceal his Mafters ſecrets. Alcaſers 
is angry at his ſilence and fidelity, yet commends him z he bethinks himſelf of another courſe 
and ſubtilty , as well knowing thar fair words may obtain that which threats cannot; he praics 
him to dinc with his ſervants,and enjoyncth Plaminus to bring him to him in the Garden afcer 
dinncr , thejwhich he doth. Alceſerotakes him apart, and tels him , that ſomic fifteen daics pn 
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he ſaw him'here ; Fzeſco anſwereth him withfilence. Alcaſero finds much perturbation in his 
heart, and diſtrattion in his looks and ſpeech; he thinks this boy can: reveal ſomething. 
which hee ought to know, and therefore thinks to ſurpriſe him with afilver hook ; hee 

er him twenty Duckets, and layes it down before him, to diſcover himſclf and his 
buſincſs. | | 

Gold is, but ought not to be a powerful bait to indiſcretion and poverty. Ir is a ſmall point 
of ſmall wiſdom in Noblemen to commit ſecrets of importance to thoſe who have too much 
folly, and too lirtle judgement to conceal them. The fight of..this Gold doth nos onely dazle 
Fieſco's eyes, but eclipſe his fidelity : fo he holds it no fin towards God, nor treachery towards 
his Maſter to revcal it ; but takes it, and infogms him that hes the Baron of Carpi his Lacquay, 
who ſent him from Naples thither , with a lene from him to the Lady Fidelia, his Sifter. 4!« 
caſero grows pale hereat, and is very curious and haſty to fee the Letter : Fieſco delivers it him , 
who ſteps aſide, and reads it 3 whereon he plucks his hat down his fore-head , and fo making 
three or four paces, reads it ore again, He is perplexcd ro know as much as he ſees, and grie- 
ved not to ſee and find as much as he defireth co know, He now confirms his form:7z ſuſpicion of 
Garpi,and belicyes that he is a chief Attor or Agent in his Fathers Tragedy.But he knows it wiſ- 
dom to uſe ſilence in the diſcovery of a crime of this nature ; and therefore calls Fieſco to him , | 
bids him ſtay that night, and to ſpeak with him in the morning betore he depart, 

Alcaſero withdraws himſelf trom the Garden to his Cloſer, and there again perofeth this 
Letter of Carp?'s : he finds it full of ſuſpicion and ambiguitics, and perceives it hath a relation 
toformer Letters ; yea,there is a myſtery in this Letter, the which he muſt unlock and find out e*c 
he be ſatisfied ; for although Carp: be ſquint-cy'd, yer he fears he hath Iooked too right on his 
Father. Hz: flies to Fidelia”'s Cloſet, Trunk, and Casket , and finds a formerLetter of Carpi's to 
her , and the coppy of one of kers to him z and the peruſal of rheſe two Letters are fo far from 
diminiſhing his ſuſpicion, as it doch augment and increaſe it ; for now he verily believes that 
Carpi and his Siſter Fidelia have jointly had a great hand in his Fathers murther. But all this 
while he doth not once ſo much as ſuſpe& or imagine that his other Siſter Celejtine hath played 
any part in this Tragedy : but Time is the daughter of Truth, as Truth is chat of Heaven. In the 
morn he calls for F:eſco, ro whom he gave this farewcl ; Tell the Barou of Carpi thy Maſter, that 
my Sifter Fidelia is in another world, and not in this , and that ſhortly Treſolve to ſee him at Naples 
and that in the interim I will reſerve his Letter. Fieſco departs, but knows he hath fo highly be= 
traycd and wronged his Maſteras he darcs not ſee him;and fo ſhews him a fair pair of heels. Such 
Lacqizays far better deſcrve a halter than a Livery. Carpi wonders at his L_ long ſtay : In 
which mean time A'caſero comes to Naples, where he is yet irrefolute, wherher to accuſe Carp# 
by-order and courſe of Law,or to fight with him:but he refolves to do both; and that if the Law 
will no: right him for the murther of his Father, his ſword (hall. He goes co the Criminal Judges, 
ard with much p3ſſion and ſorrow accuſeth the Baron of Carp: for murthering of the Cap» 
tain Bexevente his Father 3 anche proof hereof, producerh his rwo Letters ro his Siſter Fidehas 
and che Copy of one of hers to him. Whereupon the Judges grant power to apprehend {arpiz 
fo he is taken & confſticated prifoncr;& now he harh Iciſure to think on the bateneſs , & foulneſs 
of his fa&t. Bur he is ſo far from dejcQing himſelf ro ſorrow, or addifting himſelf to repentance, 
as he puts a braz:n face on his looks and ſpeeches , and ſo peremptorily intends and reſolves to 
deny all, Had he had morcgrace, orleſs impicty, he would have made bercer uſe of this his im» 
priſonment,8& have (hewn himſelfar leaſt humble, if not ſorrowful for his offence and crime.But 

he holds it wiſdom in greateſt dangers to ſh:w moſt courage and reſolution, and ſo makes him+ 
felf fit co grapple and encounter with all accidents and occurrences whatſocver. 

M:n may palliate their fins, but God will find them out &difplay them in their naked colours. 
Alcaſero is an importunate ſolicitor to the Judges to draw & haftcn on Carpi his arraignment: 
But they( reſembling themſelves ) proceed therein modeſtly and gravely:chey conſult,8& confider 
the three Letters 3 they fiad conjeRural ſentences enow to accuſe, but no ſolid proof to condemn 
him; they hold,that their opinions ought not to be ſwayed with the wind of every preſumpriong 
and that ic is not fit ſo trivially ro ſet the life of a man at ſix and ſeven. Behides, as they approve 
of Alcaſero his affeCion to his father,ſo they diſlike of his imperuofiry and vehemency towards 


that Cerpi ſhall be rackt, to ſee whether they can draw more light from his tongue,than from his 
-n. Bat he endures theſe his tortures & torments with wonderful conftancy, & ſtil denies all. Had 
his cauſe bzen more religious & humane, and not ſo bloody, this fortitude & courage of his had 
been as praiſe-worthy, as now it is odious and cxecrable. The Court by ſentence ( pronounced 
in opzn Sexat)acquir and clear Carpi of this murtherz whzreat Alcaſers exceedingly repines and 

murmures. . 
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fant in his conceit , that he is the murtherer of his Father, and therefore vows and reſolves to 
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fight with him : He lets paſs ſome fix weeks time, till he be ſound of his linabs , and then re 
ſolycy co ſend hima challenge, Had Carpi been innocent, it had been more honourable and 
requiſite, that he had challenged Alcaſero, than Alcaſero him; bur his cauſe being unjuſt, and 
his conſcience fcarfall , hc dares not run the hazzard, to be defirous or ambitious to fight with 
Alcaſero ; which if hc had attempted, Alcaſero will anticipate and ome him 3 who making 
Plantinus his ſecond , he out of the Aſhes of his ſorrow, and the fire of his revenge, ſends hin 
eo Carpi with this Billet of D-fiance. 
ALCASERO to CARPI. 


Lthough the Law have cleared thee for the murther of my Father , yet my Conſcience cannot, 
IN and my Rapier will not. T ſhould be a monſter of Nature, not to [eek revenge for his death, of 
whom Thave recerved my life. Could I give peace 10 my thoughts , or unthink the cauſe of my diſg- 
fter, I would not ſeek to bereave thee of thy if, , with the hazard of mine own: But finding this not 
only difficult, but impoſſivle, pardon me if I requeſt thee to meet me ſingle, at eight of the clock after ſups 
per, at the Weſt end of the common V ineyard, where I will attend thee with a couple of Rapiers , the 
choice whereof ſhall be thine, and the refuſall mine ; or if thou wilt make uſe of a Second, he ſhall nox 
depart without meeting one to exchange a thruſt or two with him. 


ALCASERO. 


Whiles the Baron of Carpi is triumphing to ſce how he hath bleared the eyes of his Judges, - 
and ſo freed himſelf from the fears and danger of death , behold, P !axtinus findes him our, and 
delivers him Alcaſero his Challenge. He takes it, and with a variable countenance reads it, 
whereat he finds a relutation and combat, not only in his thoughts, but his Conſcience , whe- 
ther ſhe ſhould accept or refuſe its His Hoxour bids him do the firlt 5 bur his Conſcience wills 
him to perform the ſecond ; it were better to be born a Clown than a Coward, B:fides if he 
ſhould refuſc to fight with Alcaſero, he upon the matter makes himſelf guilty of the Captain 
bis Fathers death. He knows he hath an unjuſt cauſe in hand, but he preferrs his Hozour before © 
his Life , when ſetting a good face upon his reſolution, he addreficth himſclf ro Plaxtinns, 
thus. 

Sir, I preſume you know this buſineſs ; for 1 rake you to be Alcaſers's Second. He hath 
(replycd Plantinus) dOnc me the honour ro make choice of me, in ſtead of a more worthy. 
Well(quoth the Barox of Carp:) tell thy Maſter from mec, That although 1 have not deſerved 
his malice , yet thatl accept his challenge , and will pertorm it, only 1 muſt fight fingle, be- 

ſc Iam at preſent unprovided of a Second, Plantizus (as full of Valour as Fidelity )prayes 


-—" Jim, that he may not ſcc his hopes and defires fruſtrated , but that he may enjoy part of the 


But Carp: gives him this anſwer, which he bids him take for bis laſt reſolution 3 That 
; he will hazzard himſelf, but not hisfriend. So Plantinus returns with joy to his maſter , and 
diſcontent to himſelf; when nothing proving of power toquenchthe fire of theſe two 
Gentlcmens courage and revenge, they meet at the time and place appointed. Carpti tights 
with paſſion and vehemency z Alcaſero with judgment and diſcretion. Carpi looks red and fiery 
with choler, and Alcaſers =_ and gaſtly, not for fear of his cauſe, but for the remembrance of 
his ſorrows 3 and to conclude and ſhut up this combat in the iflue thereof, Fufice is not now 
ed toſhew the effcfts of her power and influence, nor God that of his Juftice, only it is re« 
erved for another time, and for a more ſhamefull manner; ſo Carp hath the b<lt of the day, 
for he is only hurt in his right hand, and ſcarred over both his lips, as if the providence and plca= 
fare of God had ordained, that that hand which committed the murther,and that mouth which 
denied it, ſhould be purpoſely puniſhed,and no part elſe. As for Alcaſero, he had five ſzverall 
wounds , whereof one being thorow the body., made Carpi believe it was mortall, and the ra- 
ther, for that hejfcll therewith ſpecchlcſs to the ground; ſo leaving him groveHng & weltring in 
-his blood, he departs , refting very confident that he was at his very laſt gaſp of lite, and point of 
:deatb. But Carpi bis Chzrurgion (being more humane and charicablc than his Maſter leaps over 
the next hedge, and comes to his aſſiſtance : He leans him againft abank , binds up hiswounds 
and wraps him in his cloak, and fo runs to a Litter, which he ſaw ncer bim, and praycs the La- 
'dy'that was in it, thac ſhe would vouchſafe to take in Don Alcaſero,who was there extreamly & 
dangerouſly wounded ; and this did Carpi his Chirurgion perform, in the abſence of Alcaſer's 
own Ebirxrgion, whoout of fome diftaſt or forgetfulnceſs, came not at the hour and place aſſizn- 
; ed; according to bis promiſe, It was the Lady Marguerita Eſperia, who out of her noble and 
- Charitable zzal to wounded Alcaſero, preſently deſcended her Litter , commanded her ſervants 
:to lay him in ſoftly, and to convey him to his lodging , and ſhe her ſelf is pleaſed to Ray in 
| b the 
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” the ficlds till her ſervants recurn it hr, It was a courteſie and a charity worthy of fo honourable 


a Lady as her ſclt: and inr:gard whereof, I hold it fic, to give her remembrance and name a 


place in this Hiſtory. All Naples, vea, the whole Kingdom rings of this combat z the Baron of 


Garpi and Aicaſero are (jointly ) highly commended and cxtolled for the ſame; the laſt for his 
affection and zeal to his dead tarher ; the ficft, for giving Alcaſero his life when ic wag in his 
power and pleaſure to have taken ir from him. But God will not permit Alcaſero todie of theſe 
wounds, bur rather will have him live to ſee Carpidie before him, though ina far more ignoble 
and (hametul manner. 

As ſoon as A!caſero's wounds are cured, and he pretty well recovered, he leaves Naples y and 
returns to Orranto,where his Siſter Cele/tiza did as much ſhake and tremble at the impriſonment 
of the Baron of Carpi, a: the now rejoices at his liberty ; eſpecially, fith ſhe is affured , that 
he hath.no way accuſ:d (+-r, nor uſed her name tor the death and murther of her Father,which 
indced make her tar more plcafant and merry than before, and within fix months after mar- 
ries wit Sergnror Alinſo Ludovici, whom ſhe ever from her youth had loved and affefted, and 
with whom ih: lives in great pleaſure, ſtate, and pomp ; and no lefi: doth her brother Alcaſero , 
who fqr th: conr-te which Done Marguerita Eſperia (hew:d him when he was ſo dangerouſly 
wounded,in r q ical thzrof doth now ima«:y the fair Beatina,her only daughter, with whom he 
lives in the high-ſt content and felicity , as any Gentleman of Italy, or ofthe whole world can 
ei:h-rdcfire or wiſh, 

Bir: chis San-ſhine of Carp?s proſperity , and Czleſtina's happineſs and glory ſhall not laſt 
long; tor there is a ſtorm breaking torth, which threatnerh no leſs than the utter ruin, as well 
of their fortuncs as lives, Where men cannot God will both detc& and puniſh Murthers ; yea, 
b; ſuch ſecret means and inftruments,as we lea(t ſuipeC or imagine, They are infallible Maxims 
that we are never le(s ſ:cured , than when we think our ſelves ſecure; nor nearer danger than 
when we gftcem our fclves farthc| from it. And if any be ſo incred1lous, or as I may fay, fo ir- 
religions as not to believe it, have they bur a little patience, and they ſhall inſtantly ſe it veri- 
fi:d and made good in the Baron of Carp; , and the Lady Cezleftina, who thinking themſclves 
now fafe and frze from all adverſe fortunes, and fatal accidents whatſoever, and enjoying all 
thoſe contents and pl-:aſurcs which their hearts could either deſire or wiſh to enjoy, or which 
the world could proftitute or prefent themythey in a moment ſhall be bereav:d of their delights 
and glory, and enforc:d to cnd their daics on a baſe ſcaffold, with much ſhame,infamy, and mi- 
ſery. The mannzr is thus. 

God many times beyond our hopes and exp-Qations, doth ſquare out the rule of his Juftice , 
according; to that of his will. All men arc to be accountable to him. for their ations, bur' hee 
to none for His decrees and reſolutions: it is in him to order, in us to obey 3 yea, many times he 
reproves us , but yet withno intent to pardon uz, Curioſity in matters of Faith and Religion , 
proves not onely folly but impiety z for as we arc men, we muſt look up to God, but as we are 
Chriſtians, we muſt not look beyond him. H:e oftentimes makes grear off:nders accuſe them« 
ſclves for want of others toaccuſe them ; and when he plcaſeth , he will puniſh one fin by ano» 
ther, the which we ſhall now ſce verificd in Lorenzo, the Baron of Carpi his Lacquay; that 
wretched and bloody Lorenzo, who as we have formerly heard , affifted this his Mafter to mur- 
ther Captain Beaevente and Fiamento, near Alpiata ; who ever fince being countenanced and au- 
thoriz:d by his Maſters favour, in reſp=& of this his foul fa&t, wherein Nis bloody and murthe- 

rous hand was deeply and jointly embrewed wich him ; he from that time becomes ſo de- 
bauſt'd and diffolute in his ſervice , as he ſpends all that poſſible he can procure or get; yea, and 
runs likewiſe extremely in debt, not onely with all his friends, but alfo with all thoſe whom he 
knows will truſt him ; ſo as his wants being extremely urgent, and inforced co fee himſelt re- 
duced to a miſcrable indigence and poverty , He: being one day ſent by the Baron his Maſter to 
the Senate houſe wirh a Letter tohis Counſcllor , he there in the throng and crowd of thapeo» 
ple cut a purfe from a Gentlewomans fide, wherein was ſome five and twenty Dacketons ig 
Gold, was taken with the manner, and apprchended and impriſoucd for the fatt, and the next 
morn his Proceſs was made, -he found guilty , and condemned to be hanged : So he is dealt 
withall by a couplc of Friars in priſon , who prepare his ſoul for Heaven : He ſees the foulneſs 
of his former lite, and repents it. -The Baron of Carp his Maſter, no ſooner underttands rhis 
news, but he ſhakes and cremblex, fearing left this his Lacquay ſhould reveal the Murther of, the 
Captain and his man : whereupon he reſolveth to flye ; but conſidering again, that if his Lac+ 
quay accuſe him not, his very flight will proclame and make him guilty , he ſtaycs, and as he 
thinks, reſolves of a better courſe. He gock to the priſon, and deals with his Lacquay to be- ſe- 
cret in the buſineſs he wors of; proteſting and promiſing him, that in confideration thereof, he 


will cnrich his mother and brothers. Lorexzo tcls him, that he ”= not feary for as hath lived, - 
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ſa hz will die his faithful ſervant : Bit we (hall ſee him have more grace, than to k<ep fo grace= 
leſsa promiſe. Carpi flattering himſelf with the fi 1clity and aff Qion of his Lacq icy, reſolves 
ro ſtay in the City : but he ſhall ſhortly -repenc his confidence. H- was formcrly betray. d by 
Fieſco, which me thinks ſhould have made him more cautions and wiſe, and nor ſe ſimple to 
/ entruſt and repoſe his life on the incertain mercy of Lorexzo's tongi1e : but Gods Revenge draws 
ncer him, and conſequently hz neer his end z for he n-tthcr can nor {hull avoid the Judgement 
of H:aven. 

Lorenzo on the gallows, will not charge his ſoul wich this foul and ex:crable fin of murther 
but Grace now operating with his ſou}, as ruch as formerly Stan did with his heart, he con- 
fefſ:th, that he and the Baron of Carpi his Maſter, together with the Knight Monteleor , and 
his Lacqu*ey Anſelmo, murthered the Captain Benerevte, and his man F; awentn, and threw them 
into th: Quarry , the which he takes to his death is true: and fo uſing ſome Chriſtian-like 
ſpccches ot repentance and ſorrow, he is hanged. 

Lorenzo is no ſooner turned over, but the Criminal 7udges advertiſed of his ſpzeches delivers- 
ed at his death, they command the Baron of Carp? his lodging to be belzagured, where he is 
found in his ſtudy, and ſo apprzhended, and committed priſoner 5 where fear makes him look 
pale, ſoas the Peacocks plames both of his pride and courage ſtrike ſail, He is again put to 
the Rack, and now the ſecond rims he revzals his foul and bloody murther, and in every point 
acknowledgzth Lorenzoes accuſation of him tobe true: So he is condemned, firſt to have his 
ri2ht hand cut off, and then his head, notwithſtanding that many great friends of his ſuc to the 
V iceroy for his pardon. The night b:fore he was to die the next morn, one of his Judges was 
ſent to him to priſon, toperſwad: him to diſcover all hi: Complies in that murther , beſides 
Montelon and his Lacquey Anſelme; yea, there are likewiſe ſome Divines preſcnt, who with 
many Religious ex"1ortations p:rſwade him to it: S»Grace prevails with Nuture, and Righte- 
eſneſs with Impicty and fin in him 3 that he is now no longer himſclf, for contrition and re- 
pzntance hath refor.n:d him; h2 will rather diſrepe& Celeftina, than diſpleaſe God : wherc- 
upon he affi mt, that ſh: and her deceaſed lifter Fidelia , drew him and Mcnteleon to 
murther their father, and his man Fiamento, and that if ithad not bczen for their allure- 
ments and requ:fts, they had never attempted cither the beginning or end of fo bloody a bu- 
ſincſs : and thus making himſelf ready for Heavey, and grieving at nothing on Earth , but at 
the ' pans of his foul Fac, he in the fight of many thouſand people, doth now Ioſe 
his head, | 

This Tragedy isno ſooner a&:d and finiſhed in Naples,but th2 Judges of this Ciry ſend away 
Polt to thoſe of Otranto, to (ejz: on the Lady Celeitina (who inthe abſence of her husband for 
the moſt part lived there :) A Lady whom I could pity for her youth and beauty, did not the 
foulneſs of her Fatt ſo foully diſparage and blemiſh ir. She is at that inftant at a Noblemang 
houſc, at the folemnity of his daughters marriage, where ſhe is apprehended, impriſoned, and 
accaſed to be the author and plorter of the Captain her Fathers death ; neither can her tcars or 
proper ex:mpt her from this affliftion and miſery, She was once of opinion to deny it, but 
underftanding that the Bar#n of Carpi and his Lacquey Lorenzo were already, ex:cutcd for the 
ſame in Naples, ſhe with a world of tears freely confefſerh it, and confirms as much as Carts afe 
firmed ; whereupon in exptation of this her inhamane Paricide , ſheis condemned to have her 
head cut off, her body burnt, and her aſhes thrown intothe ayr ; for a milder death, and a leſs 
puniſhment the Lord will not {out of his Juſtice) inflit upon her, for this her horrible crime, 
and barbarous cruelty commirted on the perſon of her own father, or at leaſt ſ:ducing and cc- 
calioning it to be commitred on him 3 and itis not in her husbands poſſible power to cx2mpt or 
free her hereof. Being ſent back that night to priſon, ſhe paſſcth it over (or in very truth the 
ones part thereof ) in prayer, ſtil] grieving tor her fins, and mourning tor this her bloody of- 

enceand crime z and the next morn being brought to her ex:cution , when ſhe aſcended the 
Scaffuld, ſhe was very humble, forrowfull, and repentant, and with many ſhowres of tears rc» 
queſted her brother Alcaſcro and all her kinsfolks to forgive her, for occafioning and conſenting 
ro her fathers death, and generally all the world to pray for her; when her ſighs and tears fo 
forrowtfully interrupted and ſilenced her tongue, as ſhe recommending her {oul into the hands 
of her Redeemer, whom ſhe had ſo hainoully cff:nded , ſhe with great humility and contri- 
tion, kneeling on her knees, and lifting up her eyes and hands towards Heaven, the Executio- 
ner with his ſwcrd made a double divorce betwixt her head and her body, her body and her 
ſoul; and then the fire (as if incenſed at ſo ficry a ſpirit) conſumed her to aſh-s, and her aſhes 
were thrown into the ayr, to teach her, and all the world by her example, that ſo inhumane 
and ou adaughter, deſerved not cither to tread on the face of this carth, or to breathe rhis 
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| She waslamented of all who either knew or ſaw her , not that ſhe ſhould dre ys bur that ſhe - 


ſhould firſt deſerve, then ſuffer ſo ſhamefull and wretched ad:ath : and yet ſhe was far happicr 
than her ſiſter Fidelia, for the defpaired , and this confidently hoped for, remiſſion and falva- 
tion. Thus albcit this wretched and cxccrable young Gentlewoman lived impiouſly , yer ſhe 
died Chriſtianly : wheretore ler us think on that with derteſtartiony, and on, this with charity. 
And here we ſce how ſevercly the murther of Captain Bexevente was by Gods juft revenge pu- 
niſhed, not only in his two danghters who plotted it, bur alſo in the two Noblemen and their 
two Lacqueys who eCtcd it, Such attempts and crimes deſerve ſuch ends and puniſhments, and 
infallibly finde them. The only way therefore for Chriſtians ro avoid the one, and contemn 
the other, is with ſanRificd hearts, and unpolluted hands, ſtill co pray ro G OD for his Grace, 
continually to att<& prayer, and inceflantly to praftiſe prety in our thoughts, and godlineſs in 
our reſolutions, and attions, the which if we be caretull and conſcionable ro perform, God 
will then ſhrowd us under the wings of his favour, and ſo preſerve and proteR us with his mercy 
and providence, as we ſhall have no cauſe to fear cither Hell or Satan; 
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Maurice , Ike & bloody villain, aud danmnable ſon, throws his Mother Chriſtina into « Well, 
and drowns her : the ſameband and arm of his wherewith 'be did it rots away from his body 3 
and being diſcraſed of bis wits in Priſon, he there confeſſetb bis foul and inhumane murther, for 


the which be is hanged. 


F we did not wilfully make our ſclvcs miferable, God isſo indulgent and mercifull to us, 
as he would make us more happy; but when with high and preſumptuous hands we violate 
Laws of Natzre and Grace, of Earth and Heaven, in murthering through cnvy thoſe, whom . 
theongh Duty and affeQtion we are bound to obey, honour, cheriſhand preſerve ; then it is no 
iryel, becauſe we firſt forſook God, that he after abandoneth us ro our ſelves, and fins, and 
to the fruits thereof, Calamity, we Infamy, and Perdition : and that we may ſee hu- 
_mane cruelty to be juſtly met with, and puniſhed by Gods upright and divine Juſtice, Lo here 
in this cnſuing Hiſtory we ſhall ſce a wretched Son kill his harmleſs and dear mother, A very 
fearfull and table Paricide, a moſt cruel and cxecrable Fat, for the which we ſhall ſce 
him rewarded with contig pootianene , and with a ſharpand infamous death, alt 
half ſo deplorable as deſerved. Iris a bitter and bloody Hiftory, the Relation an 
* brance whereof, in the moſt barbarous and flinty hearts, is capable, not only to ifige 
n, but CompunRtion z yea not only Contrition bur tears, at leaſt if wehavean 
us for __ or room for Pietyz the which if we have, doubtleſs the end of eurrcading will 


not only but crown the beginning, and the beginning the end thereof, 
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Hiſt. XV: (hriflina, and ber inbumane ſon Maurice. #6y 
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Upon the North-caſt fide of the Lake Lemay, vulgarly known and call:d the Lake of Gexes 
va (becauſe ir payes its ſull tribute , and makes its chiet:lt Kendezwors before that City, where- 
of it environeth at leaſt one third part ) There ftandsa pretty ſmall and Rirong Town, diſtant a 


 liecle daies journey from it, termed Morges, which properly belongs to the jurifdiction of Ber, 


one of the chiefeſt Cantons of that warlike people and country of Swiſſerland , wherein'of very 
late years, and recent memory, there dwelr a rich and honeit Burger, or Burgemaſter {for of 
Gentry thoſe parts and people arc not, becauſe they will not be capable) named Martin Halſe- 
norfe, who by his wite Chriſftinz Sauyt)aren, had one on:ly child , a fon, named Maurice Halſe« 
a0rfe, now of ſome fourteen year od ; whoſe father although he were by profeſſion a ſouldier , 
and enrolled a Licutenant to one of thoſe Anxiliarie Bands of that Country which are in pay'ts 
the French King , yet neverthelefle his chieteſt ambicion and care was, to make this Son of his 
a Scholar, becauſe the ignorance and illirerature of his own age , made him to repent it in 
himſelf, and therefore to provide a remedy thereof in his Sons youth , ſich he now knew and 
ſaw, that a man without learning, was cither as a body wichour a foul , or a ſoul withour 
knowledge and reaſon, which arc her chickclt virtues, and moſt ſacred Ornaments and Excellen- 
cies : So he brings him up to thzir own Grammar School in Arges , whzre infome three or 
four yearshis affe&ion and care to ſtady , makes him ſo good a Proficient, as he becomes nor 
onely skilfull, bur perfect therein, and almoſt as capable to teach his Schoolmaſter, as he way 
to inftruCt him z yea, and co add the b:tter Trace to the Grace of that Art,he was of ſo mild and 
ſo mod:ſt a carriage ,and th: bloſſ>mes of his youth were fo ſwzerly watered with the Hea« 
venly dew of Virtue and Piety, as it his manners and him(:1t were wholly compoſed thereof z 
ſo that for Learning and Goodxeſſe he was, and was juſtly reputed , not onely the Mirroar, bur 
the Phenix of all the youth of Morges ; and as he efteem:d himfclt happy in his Parents, fo 
they reciprocally hold themſelves, not onely bappy , bur blcff:d in this cheir Son. Bur becauſe: 
the inhcrent corruption of oar nature, and the perverſneſs and multiplicity of our fins are ſuch, 
as they cannot promiſe us any truz-joy, much leſs aſſured and p:rmanent fclicity : ſo the Sun- 
ſhine of this their temporary content, cqually divided in thirds betwixc che father, mother, and: 
ſon, will ſhortly receive a great eclipſe , and a fatal diſaſter, which will be to them ſo much the 
more bitter and mournfull,fith-both the cauſe and effcCts therof were of cach of them unthought 
of, of themall unexpected. | 

For God in his ſacred decree and providence,feeing Martin Halſenorfe the father;his ſtrength 
arrived 2t his full meridian and height , and his daics ro their full namber and period : He, ay 
he fate at dinner jocund and mercy with his wife and ſon, is ſuddenly taken with a dead] 
ſwoon, which preſently deprives his body of this life , and ſends his ſoul ro enjoy the ſweet fe-) 
licity , and ſacred joy and immorrtality of the life to com:. A Document which may teach ug 
not to rely upon the rotten privileges and ftrengch of youth, bur fo to prepare ourlives that 
death at all places,and in all times, may ſtil find us armed and ready to encounter it. A Document 
which may teach us with the erc&ed cycsas wellyf our faith as body fo to look from Earth to 
Heaven, that our ſouls be not only ready, but willing to forfake this ſtinking Tabernacle and 

riſon of our mortality, to fly and be admitted into heaven, that heavenly 7ernſalem, and Ces: 

Icſtial City , where they may enjoy the blefſ:d Conmmuion of the Saints, and the greateſt ble; 
fings of all joyes, and the moſt foveraign joy of all bleſſings, then to ſee our Creator and Sw" 
our, God the Father, and Chriſt Jeſus his: Son face to face, wherein indeed all theyoyes and ble{- + 
ſings of our ſouls arecompriſed and included. RS +Y 

The death of Halſenorſe the Father, is not oncely the Argument , but the cauſe of his widow: - 
Chriſtina's grief , of his Sonne Maurice his ſorrow, of her tcars and groans, of his fighs and” 
afflitions ; yea, and not to derogate from the truth, I may ſtep a degree farther , and ſay, Thar: 
this his death is a fatal herauld, and mournful harbinger, which portends and prepares both-of * 
them many diſaſterous calamitics and woful miſcrics, the which in a manner, are almoſt ready * 
to ſurpriſe and befall them. | 

This ſorrowful widow being thus deprived of her dear Huzband , who was bothi her com«' 
fort and her joy, her ſtay and her Protector , her head and her glory 5 although he left heta' 
good Eſtate , ſufficient enough to warrant her againſt rhe fear of poverty; nico Vicare her ſelf 
againſt the apprehenſion of worldly indigence 3 and wherewithall to maintain both her and 
her ſon, with ſomewhat more than an indifferent comperency:3 yet ſhe ſaw her friends \for« 
ſake hzr, and her Husbands familiar acquaintance abandon her, as if their frienc hb 
with him, and that their remembrance ot him was wholly raked up, 'and huritd fin the: duft: 
of his grave. A moſt ingrateful difcaſe and iniquity of time, rather tobepittiedthan cured,and: 
reproved than reformed, ſofading and inconftanc arc the — friendfhips of the world ,. 
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who for the moſt part are grounded on profit, not on honour,on avarice, not on virtuc,on their 
owngold, not on the wantof their Chriftian neighbours and brethren : but cnough of this, 
and again to our Hiſtory. "LP | 

Now, if Chriſtians ( for only by that name I will henceforth intitle her have any comfort 
or conſolation left her, to ſweeten the bitterneſſ: of her Husbands death , ir is onely to ſec him 
ſurvive and live in her Son Maurice, in whoſe virtues and years, her hopes likewiſe begin again 
to bud forth and flouriſh ; when remembring what an carneſt care and deſire her Husband had 
to ſee him a Scholar , as ſhe inherits his goods, fo ſhe will aſſume and inherit that reſolution of 
his : and although ſh: love her Sons ſight, and aff:& his preſence tenderly and dearly, yeg 
ſhe can give no peace to herthoughts , nor take any truce of her reſolutions , till ſhe ſend him 
from Morges to the Univerfity of Loſanna,ſome three Leagues diſtant from thencethere to per- 
fe his tudics and learning , the ſeeds whereof already fo hopefully bloſſomed tortkgand frufti- 
Ged in him. To which end, her dcepeſt aff:&ion and care having hearkned out one Deodatus 
V arefius, a Bachelor of Divinity of that Vniverſity, whom fame (though indeed molt falfly) had 
informed her to bs an expert Scholar, and an excellent Chriſtian, ſh: agrees with him 3 when 
allowing her Son an honeſt exhibition, and furniſhing him wich Books, a Gown, and all other 
neceſſaries , ſhe ſends him away to Loſanna, charging him at his departure, to be carefull of his 
Icarning, carriage, and actions, and above all, to make picty and godlineſs in his life and con= 
verſation, th: Regent of all his ſtudies; when with tears of natural aftcCtion, they take leave cach 
of other. 

Maurice being arrived at Loſarna, finds out his Tutor / areſius, who receives and welcomes 
this his Papil courteouſly and kindly : bat alaſs, the hopcs of Chriſtiana the Mother, are ex- 
tremely deccived in the virtues of V areſius 3 becauſe his Vices will inftantly deceive both the 
merits and expectation of her Sox, or rather change nature and qualities in him, and thereby 
ſhortly make him as vicious in Loſanna, as formerly he was virtuous in Adorges : for | write with 

ief and pitty , that to define the truth aright, it was difhicult to ſay, whether he were more 
cer or deboſh:d, a more perfc& Scholar, or gt Criſtian; for although the dignity of 
his Bachclorſhip of Theologie, did hide many of his diffolute pranks, and obſcene imperfections, 


= hls exorbitant deportment and induſtry, could not fo cloſely overvail and obſcure them,bur 


intemperate aff:Aion to drinking , and beaſtly inclination to drunkenneſs , began now to 
become obvious and apparent to the Eyes and Heads of his College, yea, to the whole Univerſity: 
A moftpernitious and ſwiniſh vice, indeed too too much incident and ſubject cotheſe people 
the Swiſſers; but if it had bcen immured and confined within theſe Rocks and Monntains of 
Germany, it had proved not onely a happin:(s, but a bleſſiag to the other Weſtern parts of the 
Chriſtian world , where it ſpreads its infeftion like an uncontrolable and incurable Gangrene, 
yea, like a moſt contagious and fatal p:ſtilence : ſo as in Vareſius there wasnothing more in- 
congraous and different, than his doCtrine and his life, his profeſſion and converſation, his 
Theorie and his Prattice , his kd9wledge and his will. Bat if the head-ſprings and fountains be 
corrupted with this vice and drunkenneſs,no marvel itthe Rivers and Screams of Common-weals 
be infe&cd and poyſoned therewith; yea , if it be not debarred, but have admittance and refi- 
dence inthe Claſſes of Vniverſities , from which N uſes and Gardens of the Muſes, both the 
*Lurch and State f*tch their chicfeſt Ocnaments and Members ; how can we cxpeRt to fee it root- 
eaext from the more illiterate Commons , whoſe grofic ignorance makes them far more Capa- 
ble to Icarn ice, than Virtue 3 or rather Vice, and not Virtue 3 fith there is no ſhorter nor truer 
Art to learnit, than of their Arts Mafters,becauſe the example and prefident of ill doings in our 
Teachers and Superiours, doth not only plant, but ingraffc and root it, not only privilege, but 
as it were, authorize it in us, till wich a fatal impetuofity, with a dangerous violence, and per- 
nitious event and iſſue : for if remedics be not found in learned Phyſicians, it is then in vain to 
ſeck them in the rude and unlearnced people 3 and if the Preceptor himſelf be not ſanfificed , it 
is rather tobe fearcd than doubted, thathis Diſciple will not. This (yea this ) is a moſt mourn- 
ful and fatal rock, whereon divers virtuous and religious par ents have even wept themſelves 
todeath, to ſee their children ſuffer ſhipwrack 3 yea, this beaftly and brutiſh fin of Drunkenneſs, 
is till the Devils UV her and Pander to all other fins; and therefore how cautious and careful 
ought the Heads of Schooles and Univerſities be, to expel and root it out from themſelves, and to 
Hate and deteſt it in others, fith in the remiſs winking thereat , I may ( with as much truth as 
Cafery) affirm, that toleration is confirmation; and connivency, cruelty; as we ſhall not go far 
to ſe it made goo and verified in this cnſuing mournful Hiſtory ; the which incxaCting Ink 
frommy Pen, likewiſe command blood from my heart, and tears from mine eyes, to ana- 
| nia and f | | It. . | | 
- Difficultly hath Mezrice been three months in Loſarns with Vareſins, but his virtues wy 
| eclipſe 
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-of Vice : and the better to cloak and overveyle this his diflimulation from the cyes of God and 
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eclipſed and drowned in vice ; yea, he not onely thinks, but holds it a virtue to make himſelf = 


culpable and guilty of this his Tutors Vice of Drunkenneſs , wherein within lefle than three 
moneths he proves ſo expert, or indeed ſocxecrable a Scholar in his beaſtly Arr, as both day and 
night he makes ir not onely his praftice, bur his delight z and nor onely his delight, but his glo- 
ry. He who was before ſo temperate in his drink and converſation in Morges, as for the moſt 
part, he wholly drank water, not wine ; now he is ſo viciouſly mecamorphoſed in Loſanng, as 
contrariwiſc, he only drinks wins, no water 3 yea, and which isJamentable to remember, and 
deplorable to obſerve in this young Scholar , he drinks ( or to write truer, devoures it) fo ex- 
ceſlively , as his Cups arc become his Books; his Catrouling , his Learning 3 the Tavern, his 
Study ; and Drunkenneſs the only Art he profefſeth ; which fiithy and infetious diſeaſe,fpread- 
ing trom the Preceptor to the Pupil, from old Vareſius to young Maurice, hath fo ſurpriſed the 
one, and ſeized on the other, as it threatens the diſparagement of the ficſt his reputation, and the 
ſhipwrack of the ſeconds fortunes, and it may be of his life. 

Now / areſius, who will not be aſhamed to pitty his beaſtly Fice in himſelf, doth yet pitty 
it with ſhame to behold ir in his Scholar Maurice, and yet hath neither the Grace to reform it 
in himſelf, nor the will or power to reprove it in him; but inftcad of ſtopping and preventing 
it , doth inall things give way to the current and torrent of this ſwinilh fin , which inevitably 
draws after it theſe threefold diſcaſes and miſeries : The poyſon of our bodies, the conſumption 
of our purſes, and the Moth and Canker of our repatations ; orit you will , theſe three nor 
far different from the three former, The bane of our wits , the enemy of our health and life ; 
and the conſumer of our Eftates and friends : And within the compaſs of one whole year, to 
all thoſe diſeaſes and miſcrics doth the drunkenneſs of our deboſh:d young Scholar Afaxrice 
ſubje&and reduce him ; ſo as it bzing the nature of fin (not checked and vanquiſhed with re- 
pentance) rather to grow than wither, to flouriſh than fade or decay with our age : the longer 
Maurice lived in Loſanna, the deeper root his beaſtly vice or drankenneſs took in him,. and he 
the dearer aff-Ction to it, ſo as that competent exhibition which his mother yearly allowed 
him, became incompatible with this his exceſſive prodigality and intemperancy : Yea, his ex- 
ereme ſuperflaity in this kind , was without intermiſſion fo frequent, as three quarters of his 
ycars penſion could not diſcharge one of his expences and debts, ſo ſtrong a habic ( converted 
noi to a ſecond Nature) had this bewitching beaſftly fin of drunkennefs exattcd and gotten of 
him, as if this were his felicity, and that heonely triumphed to become a ſlave to this his fla- 
viſh app:tite and ſwiniſh profeſſion , which to ſupport and maintain, he not only feeds, but 
ſarfers his mother with variety of ſubtiland infinuating Letters, thereby to draw divers ſums 
of moneys from her, as indeed he doth; ſome under pretext of neceſhiry to buy new books , 
which he affiriied he wanted ; others under pretence of his weakneſs and ficknefs, and ſuch like 
colourable cxcuſes 3 which unthrifty prodigality of his, doth as faſt empry her purſe and tore, 
as her induſtrioffs frugality cap poſlibly fill them ; whereof having all the reaſons of the world 
to become ſenſible, ſhe at laſt, making her judgement conſult with her aft<AQion, begins now to 
fear, that her Son was b:come lefi: virtuous , and more deboſhed than ſhe hoped of, and that 
theſe his Letters and Petitions for mony, were onely tricks to deceive the hopes, and betray the 
confidence ſhz repoſed in his virtuous carriage and godly inclination; whereof being in fine 
informed and certified from ſuch Students & Burgers of Loſanna, whom ſhe had ſet as Sentinels, 
to have Argus, yea, Lynceus cycs over his aCtions and deportments, ſhe at laſt with few thanks to 
his Tutor V areſins many complaints & exclamations to her ſon, & incxprefſable grief & ſorrow 
to her ſelf, commands him home from Loſanna to Morges , where with much bitternefſe 
and ſecrecy, ſh# taxes and ratcs him for his drunkennefſc and prodigality , in that he had vainly 
ſpent in one yfar, more than cither his father or herſelf could colleCt or gather up in many. 

But ſee thylewd ſabtilty, and wretched deccitfulnefe of this diflolute ſon towards this his 
dear and tchder mother ; for then and there, ſcaſoning his ſpeeches with virtue , and his be 
haviour with obedicnce and picty, he modeſtly ſeems not onely totax her credulity, conceived . 
againſt the gandcur and integrity of his ations, but alſo with a kind of tacite choller, to mas 
lign and traduce thoſe who unjuſtly and falſly had caft ſo foul en aſperfion on his virtues and 


innocency and the better to make thoſe his ſpeeches, and this his Apology and Zuftification 


afſe current with his Mother, his diſcretion now deſcribes fo fair a Law to his Vanity , and 
is reaſon/to his intemperate and irregular defires , as to the cye of the world, and to her more 
curious and obſervant judgment, he ſcems to be the very pifture and ſtatue of 7irtue, although 
God zfd his foul ſoul and conſcience well knows , that he is the truce, cfſcntial and real Image 


Mother , although he continueto take his Cups by night , yet in Morges, and cſpecially im 
his Mothers houſe and fight,he cafts them off by day,and che better & more firmly to reintegrate . 
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himſelt into her approbation and favour, he mornings and cvenings is ſcen at his prayers, and 
ſpends the greateſt part of his time in hearing and frequenting of Sermons, the which affords 

ach ſweet content to her conceits and thoughts, as ſhe' repents her {elf of her unkindneſſe 
towards him , and not onelyacquits him of his drunk-nnefſe, prodigality and difſoluteneſſe, 
but alſo accuſeth his accuſers, whom ſhe now as much condemns for Exvy and Aalice towards 
herSon,as ſh: highly(and asſh: thinks juſtlyJapplauds him tor his religious piety towards God. 

But ſich Hypocritie is worſe than Prophancnefle, as making us rather Devils than Saints ; or 
indecd not Saints, but Dcvils 3 and that no ſacrifice is ſo odious, nor objet fo hateful ro God, 
as he who denies and difſcmbleth it in his looks, and yer protefſcth and pratiferh it in his heart 
and ſoul: ſo we ſhall ſee to our grief,and this wretched hypocrice find to his miſery,that think- 
ing to deceive God, he (hall in the end deceive himfelt ; and in attempting to betray his Mother 
through his falſe Yirtue, his true Vice will at laſt betray him, and make him as miſcrable, as he 
flattereth himſelf ic will make him fortunate. 

Now , the better to root and confirm this opinion of his temperancy in his mothers con- 
ceit and minde, and fo the more ſecretly to overveil his exceſſive affeftion and addition to 
Drunkenneſs, he under the pretence of ſome neceſſary and profitable occafions, pets leave of her, 
ſometimes to ride over to Bern, Soleure, Fribourge, Apenſall, and other capital Towns of the 
Cantons, where he falls afreſh to his cups , and there continually both Jay and night fwils his 
brains, and ſtuffs up his belly with wine , as if he took no other delighr or glory, but to drown 
his wit and lcarning with his money , and his health with both ; and yet again, when he re- 
turns to Morges, he makes ſuch fair weather with his mother, and caſts ſo temperate a cloak 
and colour on his ſpeeches & ations, as if it were impoſlible for him to drink more than would 
ſuffice nature , or todefire more than would meerly quench his thirſt. And thus by his hypo- 
critical policy having wrought himſelf into his Mothers good opinion and favour, as alſo ſome 
ſtore of money out of her purſe and coffers, he with a feigned ſh:w of humility and diſcre- 
tion, takes leave of her, and to perfect his ſtudies and learning , returns againto Loſanna, 
where he is no ſooner arrived, but upon his new return , he finds ont his old carrouling come 
panions , who like ſo many peſtilent Vipers, and contagious Moths and Caterpillars , are viti- 
ouſly, and therefore fatally reſolved, not only to cat out the bottom of his purſe, but alſo the 
heart of his happineſs, and as I may juſtly terme ir, to devour the very foul of his fclicity : and 
with theſc tippling Brats of Baceþs , doth ourlewd and deboſh:d Scholar Maurice, conti- 
nually drink drunk, not only forgetting his learning but himſelf, and which is worſe, his God, 
having neither the power to remember to repent, or grace to pray, nor to remember any thing 
bat his cups 3 ſo bcaftly is he inclined, ſo ſwiniſhly and vitiouſly is he aff:&ed and addided 3 
and what doth this cither prognoſticare, preſage, or premiſe to produce in him, but incvitable 
afflition, miſery and ruin of all fades ? | 

As the ſhorteſt ercorsarc belt, ſo thoſe Vices which have longeſt perſeverance and predomi- 
nance in us, prove ſtill the moſt pernicious and dangerous, Ir is nothing to cruſha Serpent in 
the egge, bur if we permit it to grow to a Serpent, it may then cruſhus ; a plant may be re- 
moved with cafe, but an old tree diffticultly. To fall from tin to repentance, is as great a hap- 
pineſs, as it is a miſery to fall from repentance to fin; and iedecd to uſe but one word for the 
affirmation and confirmation of this truth, there can no greatcr miſery befall us , than to think 
our (elves happy, when (through our fins ) we are miſerable. 

Here in Loſanna, Maurice citeems this his beaftly fin of drunkennefſe to be a Virtue, not a Vice 
in him 3 yea, in paying for all ſhots and reckonings in Taverns, hc ſotciſhly and fooliſhly thinks 
it the ſhorteſt and trucit way to be beloved and honoured (though indeed to be contemned ) of 


all 3 and therefore without fear or wit, yea , withsut the leaſt ſpark of Grace, or ſhadow of 


conſideration, his ftomack ( like the Dzvils ſpunge®Fand his inſatiable throat (like a bottom- 


leſs gult ) ſodevoures his wine , and his winc his money , as that which ſhould be the Argu- 
ment of his glory, he makes the cauſe of his ſhame ; and his mony which ſhould fortific his re- 
puration, he converts and turns to ruin ir. But as poverty (in a juſt revenge of our /avity ) re- 
Joyccth to look on us, becauſe we firſt diſdained either to look on, or regard it; ſo he having 
ſpcac the fragrant Summer of his folly and prodigality , in waſting the monies his mother gave 
him in wineznow the deprivation thereof makes him fecl the frofty winter of that want, which 
he can berter remember than remedy, rather repent than redreſs, The Fellows and Students of 
his Collcge look on him and his drunkenneſs, ſome with the eyes of pitcy , others with thoſe of 
Joyaccording as their friendſhip or malice,their Charity or Envy cither conduR their paſſions, 
or tranſport and ftcer their reſolutions and inclinatigns. As for his Tutor F arefius, how canhe 
pany ſeek to reclaim this his Pupil from Y:ce to Virtue, when he is ſo wretchedly diffolute , as 
y the publike votc and voice of the Vniverfity,he himſelf is already wholly and folcly iclapſed 
n 


from Virtue to Vice? 
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In which reſpect chis vicious young Student Manrice, baving neither Vertue nur Tutor,money 
nor credit, diſcretion nor friend to ſecure him trom the ſh:lves of Indivcnce , -or the rocks of 
Poverty and Miſery, whereon heis raſhly and wilfully ruſhing 3 he like a true ,dehotſhed Scho- 
Jar, or indeed, as a Maſter of Art in the Art of deboſhzdneſs, firſt ſells his Buoks, then his 
Gown and Cloaths, and ncxc his bed, being dzfirousto want any thing but wine 3 and confi- 
dently (though vainly and fooliſhly) affurcd , that if he have wine cnough , that then he 
wants nothing. A miſcrable conſideration and condition, a wretched cftare and reſolution; only 
tending and conducing to direful miſery, and to deplorable poverty and deſfolation” © 
| Burtorepleniſh his purſe, to repair his credit and apparcl, and to continue his cups and 
drunkenneſs, he hath no other hopes or refuge, than again to caſt himſelf on the aff:&ion and 
courtefic of his mother, whom he rc> viſits wich ſeveral Letters, which are only {0 many hiamble 
infinuating Petitions, again to draw and wreſt moncys from her. But he 18deceived in his 
hopes and cxpe&ation , or at leaſt they diſtin&ly and ſeverally, and bis mother joyntly wich 
them,confpire to deceive him, ForlI write ic with grief, becauſe (by an uncontrolable rela- 
tion of the truth) ſhe diftaces ic to my pen with tears, that as well by all choſe of Morges,who 
came from Loſanna, as by all thoſe of Loſanna who came to Morges, ſh: is moſt certainly and 
ſorrowtfully advertiz:d of her ſons d:boſh:d and difolute life , of his neglc& of Learning, and 
roo frequent aff:Qing and following of drunkennef+30t the ſale of his Cloaths, Bed,and Books z 
of rhe irreparable loſs, both of his time,moneys and reputation; and withal, how the dregs and 
fumes of wine hath metamorphoſed his counter.ance , and nor graced, bt filthily diſgraced ir 
wich many hery Rubies, and aming Carbunkles ; as alſo now it hath ftuff:d and bombaſtcd up 
his belly and body , as if the droplic and he contended who ſhould firſt ſcizz each on other 3 
and therefore ſhe being (wit' a mournfull unwillingneſs) entorc.d, not only totake noricegbur 
ſorrowtully to reft afſured and confident of theſe difaſterous premiſes, the infallible prediftions 
and Symptomes of her Sons utter ruine and ſubverſion , She peremprorily and abfolutcly re- 
faſcch his requeſts, anſwererh his Letters with many ſharp complaints, and bitter exclamacions 
againſt his foul fin of D:unkenneſs, which threacens no leſs than the ruinboth of his Repurati- 
on, Friends, Learning, Fortune, and Life, if not of his Soul. 

Maurice, \ſecing himfcl! wholly abandoned of his Mother, he knows not how tolive, nor 
yet how to provide the mcansto maintain life , which not only fſurpriſeth his rhoughts , bur, 
amazcth and appalcth his cogitations with tear 3 yea, he takes this diſcourtehic of hers, ſo near 
at hcart, and withal is fo extremely impatient to fee himſclf forſaken of her, whom he knows 
the Laws of Naturc hath commanded to aff:& and cheriſh, as forgetting himſelf ro be her Son, 
and ſhe his Mother ; yea, forgetting himſ:If to be a man, and which is more, a Chriſtian 3 his 
wants and Vices fo far tranſport him beyond the bounds of Reaſon and Religion, of Nature and 
Grace, as he impiouſly and execrably Mo from them all, and ſecretly vows to his heart 
and ſoul, or to ſay truer, to the D=vil,( who inchanteth the one, and infcferh and intoxicateth 
ahe other) that he will ſpeedily ſend her inco another world in a bloody Coffin, if ſhe will not 
believe his wants,and maintain him as her Son in this. So alas here it is, that he firft gives way 
tothe D:vil to take poſſeſſion of his thoughts and heart, and here it is, that he firſt aſſumes» 
bad blood, and ſuggeſts bloody deſigns , againſt the ſafery and life of his dear and innocent 
Mother. When like a miferable wretch, and a wretched and impious villain, his thoughts and 
ftadics (like ſo many lines running to their centre) are now in continual aftion. and motion, 
how to finiſh and bring this deplorable Tragical butinets toan evd : yea, the better to feed this | 
his inſatiabic bloody appetite , and co quench the quenchlefs thirſt of his Matricidious revenge 
he forgets all other projets and affuirs, to follow and haſt:n on thisz which (to give one 
word for all) takes up both hi: ſtudy and his time in Loſarna, caſting away his Books which 
would ſeem to diverthim from it, as if he courted P/uto not Apollo; Proſerpina,, not Pallas 
Erynnis , not Urania; the Furies, not the Muſes : and as affiliftions ſeldom come alone, but 
many times (as the waves of the ſea) fall one in the neck of another; ſo to make him rather 
advance than retire, in the execution of this his unnatural and dammnable atcempt, his exceſſive 
and frequent drunkenneſs makes him fo notoriouſly apparentto the Heads of the Vaiverſity in 
gencral, and of his own College in particular, that they give him his Conge, and (without Iend- 
ing any.car to his Apology or Juſtification) cxpel him thence, So that being now deſtitute of all 
fricnds and means, heis enforced to ſec himſelf reduced to this point of miſery, that he muſt 
cither beg or ſtarve, which co prevent, (becauſe he as much diſdains the firſt, as he is reſolved 
to provide a remedy for the ſecond) he leaves Loſanna (where: his vices and debts have made 
the ſtones too hot Nc him ) and on foot goes home to his Mother to Merger no ping ant his pre- 
ſence may prevail more with herthan his abſence 3 and. his tongue- make that calic, which his. 
pen (in his Letters) found not only difficult but impoſſible. 
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B:ing arrived at Morges, his loving and indulgent Mother receives him with tears, not of 
Joy, but of grief; for his drunkenneſs hath ſo deformed his face and body, as: at the firſt fighe 
the difficulty knew him to be her ſon ; and although he take pains to conceal thar beaſtly vice 
of his, and ſo to plaiſter and varniſh it over with a feigned ſhew of repentance and reformati- 
on; yet ſhe (ces to her affliction, and obſerves to her miſery, that he loves his Cups better than 
his life, and that as ſoon as ſh2 once turns her back from him he falls cloſe to them, and fo tip- 
kth and carouſcth from Morning to Night. Three days are ſcarce paſt, before he makes two 
requeſts to her; the one for new cloaths, the other formoney 3 when to the end that her wiſe 
dom might ſhine in her aff:&ion, as well as her affeQion in her wiſdom, ſhe cheartully grants 
him the firſt, but peremprorily denics him the ſecond, becauſe ſhe well knows it would be fo 
much caſt.away on him, fich he would inſtantly caſt it away on Wine and to write che truth, 
the grantof his apparel doth not ſo much content him, as the refuſal. of her money doth both 
aftli& and inflame him : He is all in choler hereat, and the fumes of revenge doſo implacably 
take up and ſeize upon his thoughts, and they on it, as now wichourt the fear of God, or care 
of his ſoul, hc like a damnable villain, and an execrable ſon, ſwaps a bargain with the Devil, 
to deſtroy and make away his mother . Helliſh reſolutions, and infernal conceits, which will 
not only ſtrangle thoſe who embrace, but confound thoſe who follow them. His impiety made 
him formecly aſſume this bloody fat, and now his necefſicy and want of money (in rhat he 
cannot, as it were, drown himſelf in the exceſs of drunkennefs) enforceth him to a reſolution 
to finiſh it, His faith is ſo weak towards God, and ſo ftrong wich the D:vil, as he will nog 
retire with Grace, but adyance with impicty, to ſec as well the end, as the beginning of thig 
bloody buſineſs : He conſults hereon with his delight, not with his reaſon 3 with his will, nog 
- with his conſcience 3 with his heart, not with his foul. He ſecs he hath no money, and knows, 
or at lcaft believes, that his mother hath enough, and therefore concludes, that if ſhe were 
once dead , it were impoſlible that his life ſhould want any. So theſe two wretched Counſel- 
lors, Covetonſneſs and Drunkenneſs, (or rather Covetouſneſs to maintain his Drunkenneſs ) like 
two infcrnal ficnds and furics, hale him on head-long to perpetrate this bloody and mournfull 
murther of his dear and tender Mother, the end whereof will bring him as much true miſery 
and infamy, as the beginning doth flatter and promiſe him falſe content and happineſs. His 
youth hath no regard to her age, and leſsto herlife, neither will he vouctiſafe to remember, 
that he firſt received his of her : yea, all che blood that flows in hisheart,and ftreams in his veing 
and body, cannot any way have the power to prompt him,that it is derived and deſcended from 
here. Andif Morges will not divert kim, Loſanna (hould 3 it his years cannot inftru& him, 
yet his Books might; and if Nature prevailed not with his heart, yet me thinks Grace ſhould 
with his conſcience, to preſent him the foulneſs of this attempt, and the unnatural cruelty 
thereof, in reſolving to embrew his diabolical hands in her innocent blood ; of if the influence 
of theſe carthly conſiderations could not allay the heat of his malice, or quench the fire of hig 
revenge towards her, yet me thinks looking from prophancſs to piety, from earth to heaven, 
from the time preſent to the future z from the corruption of his Body, to the immortality of his 
Soul; from Sin to Righteouſneſs, from Revenge to Religion, and conſ.qently from Satan to 

God, he ſhould hate this bloody deſign and project of his as much as now he loves ir, and ſeek 
' the preſervation of his Mother, with as much obcdicnce and aff:Ction, as now he contrives and 

rſaes her untimely end with impiety and deteftation. But his Vices will fill triumph over 

is Vertues ; and therefore it is rather to be feared than doubted, that they will in the end make 
him too miſerable, ever to ſee himſelf ſo happy. | 

Miſerable Maurice therefore (as the ſhame of his time, the diſgrace of his Sex, and a prodi- 
gious monſter of Nature) having hclliſhly reſolved on the matter, now with a deviliſh forti- 
tude and helliſh affurance paſſeth on to the manner of her Tragedy.He will not give car to God, 
who ſecksto divert him from its but will hearken tothe Devil, whouſeth his beft Oratory wo 

erſwade and entice him to it. Burt as the Devil is malicious in his ſubtilty, fo ſhould we be 
back wiſe afid cautions in our credulity ; for if we believe him, he will berray us; butif we 
believe God, we fhall then betray him : he is impatient of delays, yea, his malice is fo bloody, 
and his revenge ſo cruel, as he thinks every hour a yeer, till he hath ſent her from Earth to 
Heaven. He propoſeth unto himſelf divers ways to murther her, and the devil, who is 
never abſcnt, but preſent in ſuch Helliſh occafions, makes hini as well induftriousas vindiftive 
and wa pen in the contrivingand finiſhing thereof, Now be thinks to cut her throat as ſhe 
Isin 


is accuſtomed to do 3 bur yer ſtill he is irreſolute , either which, or which not to refolve on 


on 


: eill 


: Then to poiſon her at Table, cither in her meat or drin'r. Then again he is of opinion 
ro hire ſome to kill her as ſh: is walking in her Vineyards or elſe to cauſe tivo Water-men to . -. 
drown her, as ſhe is taking the ayr in a Boat on the Lake, which twice or thrice weekly, fhe 
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till ac latt, after a weeks dilatory protraftion, having with a faral and infernal raticcifarion | | 
bandcd and redand-d theſe ſeveral bloody proj. ts in his brains and contemplations, he Teje- 
eh thzm all, as more full of difficu'ty and apparent danger, than of warranrable ſafery, w hen 
confid-ring there viasa dzep Well in the outer yard, adjoyning to the Gaiden, he holds it fit 
teſt for his ve! an to drown her therein, whereon the D.vil and he ſtrike handey an4 ſet up there 
reſt and period. 

Whiles thus this gracious Mother Chriſtina endeavours with her beſt care and prayers todi- 
vert her graceleſs S5n Maurice from this his intemperate and bcaſtly in of Drunkenneſſe , hee 
(as if he w:re no part of h:r, but rather a limb ot the D:vil) with a monſtrous and inhumane 
ingratitudz, (cts his inventions and brains on the tenterhooks, to eſpic cut the occaſion & time 
to diſpatch her. Waen burning with a flaming defire to quznch th: inſatiable thirſt of his re- 
venge in h:r blood, he ( raking time and opportunity at advantage ) ſecing all his Mothers 
people abroad to gather in the Vintage , the Well open, and hz with a Prayer book in her 
hand , walking 1n th: Garden next adjoyning , the Devil infuferh ſuch courage to his heart, 
his heart ſuch cruelty and inhumanity to his reſolutions, that all things ſcemed then to con= 
ſpire ro ſee an end to this his (o long defired and aff. ed bulinefle of murthering and difpatch- 
inz his mother , he cakingon him the parc ot a mad-man, whom it ſeemed ſorrow had ſuddenly, 
affl &:4 , andgricf diftraft:d, he with his hat in his hand, baſtily and furiouſly rufheth into 
th: Gard:n to his Mother, and cries out to her, that there is one of the neig hbours children 
fallen inro the W:ll , which he eſpicd from his chamber window : whercunto (harmleſs good 
woman ) (hz adding belief to his falſe and perfidious ſpeeches 3 and (being beyond her ſelf ) af- 
fiftcd and amazzd wich this ſudden and ſorrowſul news, ſhe chrows away her Book, and hand 
ia hand with him ( her ſighs inteccupting her words, and her tears her fighs ) (he (as if pit 
added wings to her feet) trips away tothe Well, borh to ſee this mourntull ſpettaclezand chief. 
ly to know, if it any way lay in her pollible care to afliſt, or power to preſerve the ſaid childe 
"Sor dzath : when bringing her to the Well, he better like a fury, than a man, and rather re- 
ſ:mbling a meer D:vil than a ſon, faftneth his left hand on the Well-polſt , and as ſhe Iooks in- 
to thz profundity thereof, he with his right hand rips and throws her in 3 and ſo without any 
more d.»ing, claps down the cover thereot 3 when rejoicing in his heart that he had ſent her to 
death, becauſe he ſees it now not in the power of the whole world to fave her life, He {the better 
to overveil'this his impious villany Jaſcends her chamber, breaks open her cupboards,rruncks,& 
cbeſts,takes away moſt of her mony,& ſilver plate,which he privately hides away for his own be- 
hoof & uſ-,8& ſo ſcartererh a few pieces of mony, & ſome of her clothes and apparel in the floor, 
th:rby C.:bt!lly to infinuate and intimate to the world, that it were thieves who had robbed and 
drowned his mother; when ſt:aling a horſe out of the ſtable, he g<ts him out of the back door, 
which he leaves open, & from thence rides to his mothers people in the Vineyards, to whom he 
refates h: hath been all that morn abroad to take the air,& is now come to paſs the remainder of 
the day with them,8& to be merry 3 to whichend h2 ſends for wine from the skirts of the town 3 
& fo th:y carouſe & frolick it rill cowards night,& then they return home,where they find both 
doors open, his Mother their Miſtris wanting, & no creature in the houſc,wherat they tmuch ad- 
mire,S: they ſeck 8& call her in the Orchards & Gardens,but in vain,for they find no news of her; 
when the maids one way,8& he and the men -ſervants another way, ſeek her where ſhe is accuſto«» 
med to frequent; b.it to no purpoſezfor they can neither fee nor hear of herz'il at length the mai- 
d-ns ruſhing into h:r bed -chamberzthey find h:r cupboards,chefts & trunxs broken open,& ſome 
of her mony and appar:1 ftrew*d here and theres on th: floor; wherat amazed, they cry out at the 
windows that thicves hal been there & robb:d their Miſtris her cheſts & trunks: which Maurice 
and the m:n-ſcrvants of the houſe over-hearing,they aſcend & admire at the ſight therof;neither 
doth his outward feare,or their inward apprehenfions, ſtop or ſtay at the meer 1o's of the goods, 
bar they fear the abſence of his Mother,$ their Miſtris Cbriſtina,8& are alrcady become jealousof 
her ſafzty ,& fear ful that the thieves have off:<d her ſome violence & cruelty. Whereupon ate at 
night,hearing nonews of her, her ſon goes & acq:aints the Baylif of Morges,& the reſt of the Cri- 
winal Officers ther:with, who of all ſides inquire for her, & make a ſecrer ſearch in the towny to 
find our the thieves; leaving not a room nor place of the houſe unſought for her ; bur their 
diligence proves vainzfor they can purchaſe no news of her,much leſs of the thievs. They remain, 
In the houſt all night, & h:y all wich forrowful & watchful eyes cx9<ft every minute to hear of 
ber.Eight of the clock the next day ftrikes,bur as yet ſh: is not ſeen or heard of:Sothey againgin 
5g-iog of the Baylif ſearch all places & corners both in the houſe,gardens, orchards, & yards; 

_ butftjl ronocf-:&, when behold che ſacred providence of Godin revealing her to be drown'd in 
the Well, beyond th: expeCtation of all that were preſent; for as they are in the midft of rheic 
doubrs & fears,yea,in the very depth of their reſearch, lo,one of the ſervant maid*znamed Heſter, 
having that inftant morning taken a nap of an hours fl:ep in a chair, ſtarts ſuddenly our 
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of her4l:cp and rett, trips ro them, and ſaics, ſhe then and there dreamed , that her Miftris Chri- 


ſtine was caſt into rhe Well and drowned ; the which ſheafhr with many words, and more 


fighs, out-crics, and tears z which peircing into the cars and chOWbes of the Baylif and ſervants, 
and intothe very heart and conſcience of this our ex:crable Maurice, they look palc with grief 
and amaz-ment, and he ftraineth tic higheſt key of hisart ana policy to keep his checks trom 
bluſhing for ſhame thercat 3 and the better to hood-v. ink their eyes and judgement from the 
leaſt ſpark #vhadow of this his guiltin=% herein, he wich many ſhwwres of kypccritical tears, 


' prayes the Bayif that upon Hejters dream and report, the Well may be fearch<d ; adding with» 
all , that it was more probable than impeſlible , that thoſe thieves who rubbed his Morherg * 


houſe, might likewif: be ſo devilliſhly malicious to murther her, and thruw her into the Welt: 
which the Baylif ſcriouſly conſidering, as firſt the mayds dream, then the ſons r-quelt and tears, 
he inftantly in the preſence of all thoſe of the houſe, as alſo of many ot the 1. x. neighbours, 
whom he had purpoſely afſ:mbled, cauſed the Well to be ſearched and ſounded, where the 
hook' taking hold of h:-r clothes, they inftancly bring up the dead body of his mother 2nd 
their Witreſſe Chrifinaz the $kull of whoſe head was lamentably broken, and her brains Pit= 


eifally daſh-d vur wich her fall. All are amazzd , her ſervants grieve, and her helliſh fon dau 


rice wee 


and cri2s more than all the reſt arthis mournfull ſpe&tacle. The Baylif carefully and 
pull i 


had thus thrown her Miſtris into the Well ; ſhe anſwereth negatively, accord- 
, that ſhe had alrcady d- livered as much as ſhe knew of that mournfull buſineſs. 
When"Mz7rice, to ſhew his forwardnefſe and zeal, for the deteQtion and finding out of his mo= 
thers murtherers, he pretends that he ſuſp:&s Heſter to be accefſary, and to have a hand herein. 


Bare the Baylif and Common-council of Morges, having neither paſſion nor partiality tod. zle 


and invecagle the cycs of their judgem-nt , finding no reaſon or ground of probability to ac- 
cuic her, or which might tend or conduce that way , they free her without farther queſtions 


ing her, and fo ( as ic hath been, formerly remembred ) they all concurring in opinion , that 


the thi:ves who robbed her, had undoubtcdly thrown her into the Well, They give leave 
to Maurice to bury hisbreathl:fſe Mother, which he doth witch the greateft pomp and decen= 
cy , requiſite as well to her rank and quality , as to his affcQion and duty z and the better to 
fan off the caſt dufffor ſmoak of ſuſpition, which might any wy fall upon the luftre of his 
innocency, hee at her Funeral (to theeyc of the world ) ſhedsey rivolets of tears., But 
alaſs, what is this to this his foul and exccrablc fin of murthering his Mother ? for alch&ygh ic 
bleer the eyes, and inveagle the judgements of the Baylif and his aſſociates, the CHminal 
Judges of Morges, yet God the great and Sovefaign Jadge of Heayen and_Earth, will nog 
e thus deluded, cannot be thus deceived herein. No, no, for albfie he xcifull , yet his 
DT Mjelty is too juſt to let crimes of this helliſh nature goexcicher® 
niſh:d. : | | | 


W:e have ſcen this execrable ſon ſ{oBlogayn 
and inhumane and infernal fury,” ro drawn ttis/ov 
much cruclty as ingratitade, to chrow her from the Wald yito/a:V WIR | 
ter gripes and torments (to the hazard and peril gþERIGE) - chrew him fronyferorne me 
the world; and the Providence and Juſtice of God wiiſaor leat the curiofity of $he Reader 

Fa the impetuous ftorm of Gods re- 


- 
p . cS 
er. Mothafhi 
-, 


far, bcfore we ſee this miſerable mifcreant overtakei 


 venge, and the ficry guſts and tempeſts of his jult indignation for the ſame , notwithſtanding 


that his ſubtil malice, and malicious ſabtilty, have ſo cunningly contrived, and ſo ſecretly 
actcd and compaCted it with the Devil, that no carchly perſon, or ſublunary eye can any way 
—_— much lcfs convict him thereof ; as mark the ſequel, and It will bricfly and truly inform 
ce NOW, * 

As ſoon as he hath buried his Mother , his black mourning apparel doth in his heartand 
ations work ſuch poor and weak cff:Ats of repentance-and ſorrow for her untimely death, as 
where divers others lament and grieve, he contrariwiſe rejoycerh and triumpheth thereat, and 


| by herdeceafe being now become Lord and Maſter of all, he-like a graceleſs villain, falls a- 


gain to his old carroufing companions, and vein of drunxenneſs , wherein he takes ſuch fin- 
gular dclight and glory, as he makes it not onely his paſtin'e and cxerciſe by day, but his pra- 
&ice and recreation by night. And as God hath infinite means and waics to ſcourge and re- 
yenge the enormity of our delights and crimes, ſo we ſhall ſhortly ſee for our inſtruction, and 


. obſerve for our reformation , that this ungodly and beaftly vice of drunkennefſe of his,which 


is his moſt ſecret boſem and darling fin , will in the cnd prove a ravenous Vulture to devour , 


and. a fatall Serpent to cat out the bowels, firſt of his wealth and proſperity , and then of his 
We 3 for it not onely takes up his time, bur his ſtudy, infomuch as 1 may as truly ay 


re to my 


; gricf , 


- 


Þ x1mines Hejier, if God in her dream revealzd her not the manner how, and 


actectebor unpu- 
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grict, as athrm to his ſhame, that he levellech ar nothing more , than to make it his teli- 
city.» which Swiniſh exceſs and intempzrancy, (as a puniſhment inſcparably incident and ins 
fllibly bcredirary to that (in) doth within three monerhs make him ſcll away all his Lands, 
yea, and the greateſt par of his Plate and houſholdſtuff; ſo his drunkenneſs firlt, bur then 
chiefly Gods Juſtice and revenge picſuing his foul and inhumane crime of drowning his mo- 
ther, makes him of being left rich by her, within a very ſhore time become very extream poor 
and miſcrable 3 ſo as hz runs deeply into debts, yea, bis debrs are by this time become ſo cx- 
ccedingly urgent and clamorous, as contrary to his hopes and fears, when he leaſt dreams theres 
of, he is imprifoned by his Mercer and Draper, for the blacks of his mothers, Funera); to both 
whom he is indebred the ſum of three arideed crowns, which is far more than cither his purſe 
can diſcharge, or his credit and eſtate now fatisfiz, When abandoned of all his friends, his 
means ſpent and conſumed, and nothigg left him to exerciſe his patience in Priſon, but def] pair 5 
nor to comfort him, bur the terrors of his bloody and guilty Conſcience, He is clap into-a 
Rinking Vault or Dungeon, where (in horror and deteſtation of his bloody crime.) the glo- 
rious Lamp of Hzaven, the Sun, diſdains to ſend his radiant and glittering beams ro comfort 
kim fo as he who was before accuſtomed to fare deliciouſlyzand,; as jt weregto ſwill and drown 
himſclfFin the beſt and moſt curious Wines , now he muſt content himſalf only wich coarſe 
bread and water; and yct his miſery is ſo extream, and that extremity of his ſo miſcqble, as 
ke hath hardly cuough to maintain and ſuſtainlife ; But we ſhall ſeethat this firſt aftliFion of 
his, will inftancly be followed and overtaken by aſecond, Re ER: | 
Whitſunday bcing arrived, he pctitioneth his Gaoler (for that day) to have the liberty. of 
the yard, and the freedom of the ayr, which is granted him ; when at night deſcending the 
Rafrs, againto bs pent up in his obſcure dungeon, his foot ſlips, and he receives a ſearfull fall, 
whereof the bone bf his right arm is broken in two proces, and having no Chirurgeon to look 
co itz it purriligahd rots, fo as for the preſerving of his life, he within fifteen days is enforced 
to have it cut off Flittle below the ſhoulder z and this was the very ſame hand and arm which 
threw his motner,mio the Well. A fingular a& of Gods revenging Juſtice, and juft revenge 
ſhewen herein. (1 that it may be deeply imprifited in our heatts , and engraven in our fouls, 
that the Reader hereof, of what Scx or quality ſocycrs may as it were ſtand amazed at the can- 
fideration of Marrice his impious fin towards God, and of Gods due and true revenge and re+ - 
quital chercof in his juſt Judgement and afflition I THEN ot, 
B xt this is not enough for Maurice to ſuffer nor for God to inflift on him for this his bloody 
and inhumane crime, in murthering his Mother nor to ſay the truth, it is but the Prologue to 
the deplorable, yet deſerved puniſhment, which is immediatly ready to ſurpriz: and befall 
him. For to the cnd, that the truth may inform our curioſity, and our curiolity us, of the Cx- 
taſtropbe of this Tragedy,we muſt undegftaud, that it was the pleaſure and providence of God, 
that the breaking and cutting rnaber ww his arm, proved the breakencck of his patiencey 
and the cutting away of his-c8ntent and judgement. The devil cauſed him moſt inhumanely to 
drown his Mother, the whighht' might have refuſed to perpetrate, but would not 3 and now 
God in expiation thereof” ſchds him Rage for Reaſon, D-ſpair for Comfort , and Madneſs for 
- Sobricty, the whia he would flic and eſchew, but cannot. He hath committed this cxecrable 
crime bcyond the Riiles and Laws of Nature 3 and therefore God hath ordained, that he ſhould. * 
feel many degrees of puniſhments, and this is not only the Law, but the rule of Grace: Ot: aH 
degrees of afflitions, madneſs is the moſt to be piticd, and the worſt tobe cured, fith it makes 
a man go far beyond reaſon, and therefore to come far too ſhort of himſelf : it is held by ſome 
to be a ſickneſs of the Liver, of others, an over-fuming of the blood, and of others 2 debi- 
licy of che brain : Bur in this our execrable wretched Maurice, it was the infeRtious malady 6f 
bis ſoul , which God ſent purpoſely into his brains, to be revenged of his heart, for ſo inhu- 
manly drowning his Mothcr : for although his divine Majcfty hath infinice more ways to puniſh 
murther, than man hath co commit it ; yet that he might make the detcfion of this of wrerch- 
ed Maurice as ftrange as the complorring and finifhing thereof was cruclly inhumane; and in- 
| ftumancly cruel, he parpoſcly fends it him for although fince his imprifonmenc, hunger had 
fo taken down bis ftomack, and qpe!led his courage, as his former volability of ſpecch was 
how reduced to a kind of ſorrowtull and peniive filence 3 yet as ſoon as his brains and ſenfes 
were poſſefſed and captivated with this prodigious Lunacy, and outragious phrenfie, then his 
fits were ſo violent, and that violence ſo implacable, as his ſpeeches were ſo many fearfull out- 
cries and howlings, and his words ſo many uncouth and unheard-of ravings;z fo that whoſo» 
ever cither heard! or ſaw him, he might juſtly conceive and affirm, . that he bad thandey: in hits 
tongue, and lightning.in his cyes : For his crime 1nade this affliction and phrenfic of his ſo 
| LI miſfcrables 
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man: yea, his foul conſcience and-polluted foul rung bim ſo many Panick tears and terrors of 
deſpair , as hc was afraid of a} rhings, and angry with himſelf, becauſe he could be no more 
afraid of himfelt; So as that D.angeon which could imprifon his body, was not capable to 
contain his thoughts, much lc to immare his fears; and:in this miſerable plight and perplexiry 
he remained for the ſpace of ten days and nights, without any intermiſſion or hopz of remedy, 
which infinitely diſturbed his kllow- priſoners, and chicfly his Gaoler, whoſe cars had never 


been accuſtomed tohear ſuch diſcordant tunes, much leſs to be taken up with ſuch diſtaſteful | 


and fcarfull melody. : 

He acquaintsthe Common Council of the Town hereof, and. importunatcly ſolicices them, 
that they will remove his diftrabted priſoner Maurice to ſome more fitter and more convenienr 
place : Who remembring what Maurice had been, and now con{1dering and fſecing what he is, 
they who heretofore would not beſo charitable to relieve his poverty, are yet now ſo religi. 
oully compaſſionate, as they pity his madneſs ; ſo they command him from a Dungeon to a 
Chamber, from his Pallat of firaw to a Feather-bed, from. his Bread and Watcr, to whole= 
ſom Meats and Broths 3 but all this will not fatticez and to ſhew themſelves nog only good 
men, but good Chriſtiane, they to reftorc him to his wits and fenſcs, make yet a further pro= 
greflion in charity. They caufe him to be conferred with by many good Divines, who are 
not only eloquent, bur powerfull to perſwade him to pray often, and to praftiſe other Chri- 
fian durics and offices 3 but his crycs are ſo outragious,. and his ravings ſo cxcragavant, as he is 
as uncapablc to relliſh their reaſons, as they are to underſtand his rage : When the very imme- 
diatc Finger and Providence of God, makes them yerſo ſenſible of his unparalle'd miſery, as 
they arc refolved to remove bim from his Priſon to an Hoſpital,. thereby to rake the ben: fit of 
the ayr in the Gardens, Walks, and Ficlde, hoping that chey might prevail with him , rore- 
call his wits, and re-eſtabliſh his ſenſcs in cheir proper feats of Underjtanding., and ſtations of 
Fuidgement: When here, (oh here) 1 conjure: thee Chriſtian Reader, to ſtand amazed and 
wonder with me, at the ſacred and fecret Juſtice of the Lord, .cxpreficd and demonſtrated in 
this accident :| For as his under Gaoler (by the Magiſtrates command) takes him by the hand, 


with an intent to condudt him forth from the Priſon to an Hoſpital, his bloody crime (like fo 
' many Blood-hounds ) purſuing his guilty Conſcience and Soul; his Thoughes ſo cnformed 


his knowledge, and his knowledge ſo confirm his belict, thatthe drowning of his Mother is 
dereftcd, and that they now draw him from his Priſon to the place of Execution to ſuffer 
death for thefame. Which apprehenſion and fear, God putting into his conceits and heart, 
in deſpight of his madneſs, hc wanting an Accuſer, lo here he himſclf both accuſeth and con- 
demneth himſelf for the ſame. For the very }mage of that conceit redoubling his fear, as his 
fear did his phrenfic and madneſs, he in the midſt of thoſe fits, and the height of that A- 
gony and Anxicty, crics out with a loud voice, I bave drowned my mother in the IWell, I have 
drowned my motber in the Well, God-will have me to confeſs it before he ſuffers you to hang me ; I 
Jpearyn onearth, and by my part of Heaven, what I now confeſs is true. Which words no 


voner eſcaped his tongue, but he inflantly returns again to his out-cries of phrenfie and . 


madneſs. His Gaolers and the reſt are amazed at theſe feartull ſpeeches, and bloody confeflion 
of his; which notwithſtanding that they attribute to madneſs, yer they Icad him to the Ho- 


 pital , he ftill raving and crying as he paſſeth the fircety. Bur oh ! Let us here farther, admire 


with wonder, and wonder with admiration, at the providence and mercy of God here again 
miraculouſly made apparent and manikftcd in this cxccrable wretch Maurice, for he who out- 

ouſly crycd in his priſon, and licentiouſly raved in the ſtreet, isno ſooner entred into the 
Hoſpital, bur the pleaſure of God had fo ordained it, as his madneſs fully fals from him, and 
he abſolutely recovereth again his wits and ſenſes, in ſuch firm and fetled manner, as if he had 
never formerly been touched or afflicted therewith. 

His Gaolers make report-co the Magiſtrates, firſt of his Conteffion'of drowning his Mos 
ther, and then of his ſudden and miraculous recovering of his perſe& memory, judgement and 
ſenſes, afſoon as he ſer foot within the Hoſpital : Whereupon they as much aſtoniſhed at the 
one, as wondring at the other, do inftantly repair thither to him, and there arraign and accuſe 
him, for that inhamane and bloody Fatt of his, whereof his own Evidence and Confef- 
fian hath now madc him guilty. But they take him for another, or at leaft, he will nor be 
the ſame man : He denies this horrible and bloody Criniz of his, with many Oachs and Afſc- 
verations, which they maintain and afficm he hath Confefſed, ſays, that they cicher heard 2 
Dream, or ſaw a Viſion, whereof he neither dreamt nor thought of, and that he was ready 


to loſeall the blood and life of- his body ; to finde our, and-to be revenged of the murtherers of 
Bur / 


14 his mother. | | | 


miſerable, ſo imperuous, as he ſpake nonſ{cnte perte&ly , and looked rather like a F ury than a. 
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But the Magiltrates are deaf to his Apol»gy, and in conſidering the violence of his madneſs by 
its ſudden abandoning him, as alſo his tree and uninforced confcflion of drowning his Mother, 
they conceive that Gods Providence and Juſtice doth ſtrongly operate in the deteCtion of this 
foul and inhumane Murther ; and therefore contemning bis rcqueſts and oaths (in the vindica- 
tion of his innocency ) they cauſe him to be refetched from che Hoſpital to the Priſon, and 
there aczudge him rothe Rack , when although his heart and ſoul be tercified and afffightcd 
with his apprehenſion and accuſation , yet the Devil is ſo ſtrong with him, as he cannot yet 
find in his heart to relent , much leſs to repent this foul and inhumane crime of his z but confi - 
dering that he at:d it ſo ſecretly, as all the world could not produce a witneſs againſt himſelf, 
except himſclt, he vows to be ſo impious and prophane in his fortitude and courage,as to diſ- 
dain theſc his torments, and to look on them and his Tormentor, with an eye rather of con- 
tempt than fear : But God will be as propitious and indulgent to him, as he is rebellious and 
retraftory to God ; for here we ſhall ſee both his Conſcience and reſolutions taught another 
rule, and preſcribed a contrary Law 3 yea, here we (hall behold and obſerve in him, that now 
R ighteonſueſs ſhall triumph over Sin,Grace over Nature, his Soul over his Body, Heaven over Hel, 
and God over Satan; for at the very firſt (fight of the Rack, the fight and remembrance of his 
bloody crime makes him ſhake and tremble extremely , when his ſoul being illuminated by the 
reſplendent Sun-beams of Gods mercy,8& the foggy miſts oi Hell and Satan expelled & baniſhed 
thence, he falls to the ground on his knees, firſt beats his breaſt , and then ercCting his eyes and 
hands towards Heaven , he ( with a whole deluge of tears again confeffeth, that he had 
drowned his Mother in the Wcll , from and for the which he humbly craveth remiſflion, both 
from Earth and Heaven. ; 

And although there be no doubt but God will forgive his ſoul for this his foul Murther , yet 
the Magiſtrates of Morges,who have gravity in their looks, Religion in their hearts and ſpeeches, 
and Juſtice in their ations, will not pardon his body 3 fo in dcteſtation of this his feartull 
crime, and inhumane paricide , they in the morning condemn him , that very afternoon to be 
hanged. At the pronouncing of which ſentence, as he hath reaſon to approve the <quity of 
their Juſtice in condemning him to dye, ſo he cannot refrain from grieving at the ftriftneſs of 
the time which they allot him for his preparation to death. But as ſoon as we forſake the devil, 
we make our peace with God, | 

All Morges and Loſanna rings of this mournful and Tragical news, and in deteſtation of this 
mournful, inhumane, and bloody crime of our-cxccrable Maurice, they flock from all parts and 
ſireets to the place of execution, to ſee him expiate it by his death, and ſo co take his laſt fare- 
wel of this life. T3 i 

The Divines, who are given him for fortifying and aſſiſting bis ſoul in this her flight and 
tranſmigration from Earth to Heaven, have religiouſly prevailed with him, fo as they make him 
ſee the foulneſs of his crime, in the ſharpneſs of his contrition and rep2ntance for the ſame; yea, 


' be is become ſo humble, and withall ſo ſorrowful, for this bloody and degenerate offence, as [ 


know not whether he think thereof with more grief, or remember it with deteſtation and re- 
pentance. Athis aſcending the Ladder, moſt of his Speftators cannot refrain from weeping, and 
the very light of their tears proves the Argument of his z as his remembrance of murthering his 
Mother, was the cauſe. 

He tels them he grieves at his very ſoul, for the foulneſs of his fa& in giving his Mother her 
death, of whom he had-received his life. He affirms that drunkennefſe was not only the root , 
but the cauſe of rhis his beggary and miſery, of his crime and puniſhment, and of his deboſhed 
life, and deſerved death, from which with a world of ſighs and tears he ſecks and endeavours 
tO divert all thoſe who affe& and praftice that beaftly Vice. He declares,that bis Mother was too 
virtuous ſo ſoon to go out of the world, and himſelf too vicious ( and withall roo cruel ) any 
longer to live in it 3 that the ſins of his life had deſerved this his ſhameful death 3 and although 
he could not prevenc the laſt, yet that he heartily and ſorrowfully repented the firſt. He prayed 
God to be mercitul] co his ſoul, and then beſonght the world to pray unto God for that mercy; 
When ſpeaking a few words to himſelf, and ſcaling them with many tears and farefctched fighs, 
he laſtly bids che world farewel; when enviting the Executioner to do his Office , he is turned 
Over. | 

And ſuch was the vicious life, and deſerved death of this Execrable Son, and bloody villain 
Maurice ; wherein I muſt confeſs, that alchough his end were ſhameful and ſharp ; yet, it was 
dy far too too tail for the foulneſs of his crime,in ſocruclly murthering his dear mother Chri- 
finz, whom the Laws both of Nature and Grace commanded him to preſerve and cheriſh. 
Ycayler all Sons and Daughters of all ages and ranks whatſoever look on this bloody and diſaſte- 
rous example of his, with fear ; and fear to commit the like by the fight of his puniſhment. 
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Ir is a Hiſtory worthy, both of our meditation and deteftation, whether we caſt our cyes on 
his drunkenneſs, or fix our thoughts and hearts on his Murther : Thoſe who love and fear God 
arc happy in thcir lives, and fortunate in their deaths 3 but thoſe who will neither fcar nor loye 
him, very ſddom prove fortunate in the one, never happy in the other 3 and to the reſt of our 
fins , if we once conſent and give way to adde that ſcarlet, and crying one of Murther ; that 
blood which we untimely ſend to Earth, will in Gods duc time draw down vengeance on our 
Heads from Heaven; Charity is the mark of a Chriſtian , and the ſhedding of innocent blood, 
cither that of an Inftdel, an Atheift, or a Devil. O therefore let us affe& and ſtrive to hate it in 
others,and ſo we ſhall the better know how to deteſt and abhor it in our ſelves, which that we 


my all _ os _ — » and remember to our conſolations, dirc& us, O Lord our God, 
Oo Wc Irc . + 
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In thirty ſeverall Tragicall Hiſtories, (digeſted into 


Six Books) which contein great variety of mournfull and 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


1ILIP 


PEMBROKE AND MONTGOMERY, 
Lord Chamberlain to the K I'N G, one of His Majeſties moſt 
Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the moſt 


Noble Order of the Garter. 

RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
REA Aving formerly dedicated the Third Book of theſe 
ny Tragical Hiſtories (of Gods Revenge againſt 
Murther) zo your Incomparable Lord and Brother, 
William Earl of Pembroke(who nowlives with 
God) I therefore held my ſelf bound ( by the double 
obligation of my duty and your own generous merits) 
likewiſe to preſent this Fourth Book to your Prote- 
CHion and Patronage, becauſe as England, ſo Eus 
rope perfectly knows that you are as true an heir to bis Vertues,as to bis For« 
tunes, aud to his Goodneſs , as to bis greatneſs, and that therefore it ma 
properly be ſaid he 3s not dead, becauſe they ( as well as bimſelf) do Siil ſnr- 
vive and live in you, with equal luſtre and glory, as having made either a 
happy Metamorphoſes, or a bleſſed Tranſmigration into your Noble breaſt and 


reſolutions:and therefore as it was m y ſincere reſpets and zeal to his Honour 
that then drew meto that ambition ; ſo it is entirely the ſame which hath 


now both invited and induced me to this preſumption to your Lordſhip , ha- 
wing no other end or obje in this my Dedication, but that this Book of mine 
having the honour to be countenanced by ſo great a perſonage, and the felicity 
to be proteGied by ſo honourable a Mzcenas , niay therefore encounter the 
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more ſafely with the various bumours it ſhall meet with, and abide more ſe- 
curely the different cenſures of this our to0 faſtidions age. . ©, 
How theſe Hiſtories ( or the memorable accidents which they contain and 
relate ) will reliſh with your Lordſbips palate or judgement, I know not ; 
Oaly becenſe you are a Noble Son of Gods Church, and an excellent Servant. 
- to your Princeand Country, I therefore rather hope than preſume, that your 
Honour will at leaſt be pleaſed to ſee, if not delight to know and conſider , 
how the Triuwphs of Gods Rewenge and puniſhments doth herein ſecretly 
1's» and providently meet with this crying and ſcarlet ſin of premeditated 
| Murther,and with the bloudy and inbumane Perpetrators thereof, who here-. 
by(as ſo wany mercileſs Butchers, and prodigious Monſters of Mankind)do 
zuſtly make themſel/es odious to Men, and execrable ts God and his Angely. 
® God bath(deſervedly) honony:d your Lordſhip with the favour of two 
great Earthly Kings your Soveraigns, as firſt of our royal King James, the 
. Father, and now of our preſent moſt Renowed King Charls þzs Son,and yet 
this external honour and favour of theirs is no way ſo glorious to you, as thas 
(mangre the reigning wices of the world) you ſerve the trne Godof Heaven , 
in purity of your heart, and fear and adore him in the integrity of your ſoul. 
And to repreſent you with naked Truth, and not with Eloquence or Adula- 
tion, This Heavenly Piety of yours | beleeve is th: prime reaſon, and true 
Eſſentzal cauſe of all this your earthly Honour, and ſublunary Greatneſs, &» 
that this is it likewiſe which doth ſo rejoice your heart, and in'ich and re-" 
pleniſh your Houſe with ſo numerous and noble an Iſſue, of hopeful and flou- © 
| riſing Children, who ( as ſo many Olive-branches of Virtue, and Syents 
C and Plants of Honour ) doe both environ your Bed, and ſurround your T 6-- 
ble, and who promiſe noleſs,than futurely to magnifie the blood , endto per- 
" petnate and inmortalize the Illuſtrious Name and Family of the Herberty 
to all Poſterity. 
Go on reſolutely and conſtantly (Noble Lord ) in your religious Piety to 
God, and in your caudid and unſtained Fidelity to your Prince and Comn- 
try, that your life may triumph o'r your death, and your Virtues contend to 
. out-ſhine your Fortunes, and that beresfter God (of his beſt favour and mer- 
k cy) may make you as bleſſed and as glorious a Saint 4 Heawen, as now you 
; are apreat Peer and Noble Pillar here o# Earth; which none ſhall pray for 
; 044% rug true zeal, or deſire or wiſh with mere real and unfeigned affeSii- 
on, thanx 


| f ; Toxr Honours devoted 


and moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN REYNOLDS. | 
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nge againſt the Crying and Ex- 


ecrable Sinne of Murther, 


', Gods reve 
| | 
HISTORY XVI: 


Idiaques cauſeth bis ſon Don Tuan to marry Marfillia, and then commits Adultery and Inceſt with 

| her : She makes her Father in Law Idiaques to poyſon his own old wife Honoria 3 and bdewiſe 

makes her ewn brother De Perez to kill ber Chamber-maid Mathurina 3 Don Ian efterwards kils 

De Percz iz o Del: Marfillia hath ber brains daſht out by a horſe, and ber body is afterwards 

condemned to be burut : Idiaques is beheaded, bis body likewiſe conſumed to aſhts, and thrown into 
the air. ttt 


L- Malice be never fo ſecretly contrived, and the ſhedding of Innocent blood never fo 
wretchedly perpetrated , yer as our Conſcienice is to us a thouſand witneſſes, ſo God isto us 
a thouſand Conſciencey, firft to bring it to light, and then their Authors to deſerved puniſh» 
ments for the ſame, when they leaft dream or fl ink thereof. For as there is no peace to the wick 
| ed, ſo they ſhall find no peace or tranquility Here on carth, cither with God or his creatures, 
becauſe if they would conceal it, yet the very Fowles of the air; yea, the ftones and timbers of 
their chambers will detc& it : For the Earth or Air will give them no breath nor beingbur they 
ſhall hang between both , becauſe by theſe their foul and deplorable fafts, they have made thems 
ſelves unworthy of either. A powerful example, and a pitcifull precedent whereof we ſhall. 
behold in this enſuing Hiſtory, where ſome wretched miſcreants and graceleſs creatures making 
themſclves guilty of thoſe bloody crimes (by the immediate Revenge and Juſtice of God) re- 
ccived exemplary, and condign \ apa op for the ſainc : May we rcad it to Gods glory, to 
thecomfort of our hearts; and the inftruftion ofour fouls. | | 
In che City of Santarem , which (by traft of time, and ro of ſpcech_) ſome term 
Jainx Freng and which (after Lisbos) is one of the richeſt and beft people of Portuga!; _— 
|  dmeis 
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228" Gods Revenge againſt *Murther. . Book LV © j 
dwclt a Gentleman of ſome fifty five yearsjold, nobly deſcended , and of a great cftate and 
means, named Don Sebaſtian Idiaques, whoſe wife and Lady being aged, of well near hitty years 
was termed Dona Honoria, and well the deſerved that honourable name, for all ſorts of vines: 
and honours made her youth famous , and her age glorious to all Portvgal and Spaiy. They 
had lived rogether in the bonds of Matrimony almoſt thirty years , with much honour, con- 
tent and felicity, and forthe fruits of their aff:&ion and mariage, they had two ſons and four 
daughters but God in his pleaſure 8& Providence (for ſome reſerved reafons beſt known to his 
All-Divine Majeſty ) took from Earth to Heaven all their Daughters, and one of their Sons, 
ſo a snow they have left them but one Son , named Don Tuan, a gallant young Gentleman, of 
ſome twenty five years old , of diſpoſition brave and generous , who after his firſt youthfull 
education under his Father , had his chict breeding under the Duke of Braganza, to whom 
he was firſta Page , and then a chict Gentleman retaining to him, whom (in regard of the death 
of his Brother and Sifters ) his Father called home unto him, to be his comfort and conſolati- 
on, and the prop and ſtay of his age ,as alſo of the Lady his Mother, who had formerly atted 
a great part in gricf, and a mournfull one in ſorrow for the death of her children; and indeed 
Don Tuan , this ſon of theirs, for all regards of Courtſhip, was held to be a compleat Gallant, 
and of the prime Cavaliers of Portugall. 

* Asfor 1diaques the Father, though in all the courſe and progreſs"of his life , andin all the 
life and conduction of his aCtions , he bewraycd many morall and generous vertaes , yet as one 
diſcordant ſtring marrs the harmony of the beſt» tuned Inftrument, and the concent of the ſweet. 
eſt melody and muſick 3 and as one foul Vice is naturally ſubje&, and fatally incident to ec- 
clipſc and drown many rich and fair vertucs , ſo (in this his old age, when time had honou- 
red him with white hairs ) he deboſhed himſelf fo much, and ſo fottiſhly ſacrificed his ir- 
regular aff.ions to heart-killing concupiſence, and his exorbitant deſires to ſoul- deſtroying 
adultery, that he very often made himſclfa falſe and inconttant Husband to his wife, and a true, 
yea too true a friend to Curtiſans and Strumpetss His vertuous Lady Honoria extreatnly 
gricves hereat, that now in his later years he ſhould thus laſciviouſly forget himfelf, both to- 
wards her , and towards God. She uſcth all perſwaſions, prayers and tears, to diſwade 
and divert him from it , ut ſceing that all proves vain , and that he rather proves worſe than 
better thereat, her diſcretion makes her brook it with as much patience as ſhe can , and therc- 
fore ſh: ſcems not toſce , or know that whereof (to her gricf and diſcontent) ſhe cannot be 
ignorant, But here comes an accident which will breed both of them, and theic Son Don Tu« 
an,mifcry of all fides. | 

Som: fix leagues from Santarem was a wonderfull fair young Gentlewoman being a Widdow 
aged but of twenty two years, named Done Marſillia, well deſended, but by her late deceaſed 
Husband left but ſmall means, yet ſhe bears out her port bravely, and maintains her (elf high- 
ly and gallantly ; and indeed ſhe is the prime young Lady.for beauty in all thoſe parts ; Now 
the baſe Ambaſſadors , and Emiffarics of 14;aques his beaftly and obſcene luſt (the truc Vipers 
and Cankers of Common-weals )) give him notice of her , and of her fingalar beauty , as well 
foreſccing and knowing that it would be ſweet and pleafing news unto him. He vilits and courts 
'her , but as young as ſhe is ſhe puts him off with peremptory:refuſals, and in vertuous and mo- 
.deſt tearms checks his age for this his laſcivious ſutc and motion to her : But he is as conſtant 
in his aff:&ion to her, as ſhe is diſdainfull to him; for his heart is ſo inſnared and intangled 
in the fetrers of her freſh and delicate beauty , that although ſherefuſe him, yet he will not for- 
fake her ; but afcer many purſutes and vifics , ſhe at laſt well perceiving that he loved her- teg- - 
derly and dearly , and chat he ftill moft importunatly frequented her houſe and company the 
asa ſubtill and-cunning young Gentlewoman, tcls him Dlainly and privatly, that ſh: will ac- 
\, quainthim with a ſecret of her heart, and a requeſt of her mind and aff:&ion, which if he will 'YF 
/- .cauſe.to be performed, ſhe then vowes ſhe will for ever be at his diſpoſing aud command, Idia- 

- . - gues thinking that ſh: will crave ſome money of him, or ſome yearly p:nfion or annuity, be 

© «conſtantly promiſcth to grant and perform her requeſt ; ſo ſhe (taking time at advantage )and 
ficſt ſwearing him to ſcerecie, then (with many ſmiles and blaſhes ) ſhe tells him , rhar it ever 

hethink to enjoy her love and her ſelf , he muſt uſe the means to marry his Son Dox Ivan to, her 
which being eff:Ced, ſhe with much pretended ſhew of picty and aff-&ion, religiouſly, ſwears 
to him, that ſhe will never have the power or will to deny him any ring , but thar his; requeſts 
ſhall bz ro her as ſo many commands, and ( but only for himſelf ) if his Son Don Tuan be 
her Husband , ſh: with many imprecations and affeverations ſwears , that ſh: will. G- 
crifice her beſt bloud and life , rather than diftain his bed, or offcr him the leaſt ſhadow 

- --of; any fcandall or diſhonour ' whatſoever. Tdiaques wondreth with” admiration » 
_- and zdmires | with wonder at this her firange Propoficion , the which he. findes 40 | 

knotty and intricate , as meaſuring Grace by Nature , his judgement by his LOG 
i | an 
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AiRtXVI. " Dov Inan and Mi fillia. 
and Concupiſcence, and his Soubby his Atf:Qtiqns, he. knows not what. to ſay or do herey 
he anſwereth her wich more love than wiſdom, and for that time, leaves, her in general ceramy. 
He goes home, walks penfively in his Garden, and there conſults Pro and Cox on this buſineſs ; 
fain he would preferve his ſons honour, and keep the honour of bis bed immaculate, but then 
the ſweet Roſes and Lillies of Afarfillia's yourh and beauty att wonders in his heart, and bears 
; down all other reaſons and conſiderations before ic : He vitirs her again and again, but he finds 
her inviolably conſtant in her former reſolution. AIll the tavour and courtehe which he can 
gain from her, are a few cxtorted kiſſes, which ſo inflame and ſet on fire his aged heart and 
affc&ians, as at laſt like a graceleſs Father, he faithfully promiſeth her co uſe his beſt Art and 
Power to procure his ſon to marry hcr. To. which end he takes him afide, and in the ſofteſt 
and ſweeteſt tearms he can deviſe, paints out Marſillza's praifes and vertues to him in the pu- 
| reft and carcft colours, adding withal, that: although ſhe bz not exceeding rich, yet that her 
perſonage is ſo exquilite, and her perfeCtions ſo excellent, as thatſhe every way meriteth to be 
wife to a Prince. Dol Fuan {by what fatal Forcunc 1 know not) reliſheth this motion of his 
Father, to ſeck the Lady Marſillia for his wife, with much delight and Joy, and far the more 
and the ſooner, in regard he (in divers Companics)) hath formerly heard the fame of her 
beauty extolled, and the glories of her Vertues advanced tothe Skie 3 ſo he takes time of his 
father to confider hereof, and rides over ſometimes with him to Saint Eftiene to viſit her; He 
finds her wonderfull fair and/beautifull, and. wondertull coy ; of a very ſweet and Majeftical car- 
riage, and of a delicate and curious ſpeech,fit baits to cnſnare the heart, and to betray the judge- 
ment of a more ſolid undcrftanding than that of Don Juan. She afts her part as wiſely as he 
doth amoroufly and paſſionately 3 For the more ſhe makes ſhew to retire and conceal her affe&i- 
on frem him, the mare he is provoked to advange and diſcover his to her 5 but he cannot be fo 
much-cnamoured of her beauty, asſhe is with the great Eltatc of Lands and Demains whercunto 
God and his Father have made him heir, *: 

Whiles thus the father privately,and the ſon publikely are ſecking to make Marſillia his wiſe, 
the old Lady Honoria the mother, by many ſtrong reaſons ſeeks to divert him from her. She 
bath perfe& notice of her husbands __—_ often frequenting of Marſillis's houſe and compa- 
ny, and therefore fearing the vanity of his age, atd doubting the frailty of ker youth and - 4 
Rity, her jcalouſic and Jadgment at laſt finds out. and concludes, tha bis familiarity with her is 
far greatee than honour can warrant or konefty; allow, of4) [pon which foundation ſhe in her 
difcontented looks and filence, bewrays unto her fon Dox 7xan; her conſtant and reſolute averſ- 
ne from bim to marry her, the which (he peremptorily and religiouſly forbids him upon hex 
bleſſing, adding withal, that if he. marry her, there will intallibly more miſerics and calamj- 
tics attend their nuptials, than as yet it is polkble for bim either to know or conceive; the which 
ſhe prays himto read in her looksand filence , to remember it when he ſees her not, and to rake 
it as the erucſt adviſe, and ſecurcſt Counſel of 4 deay Mother to her only Son. Doxy Inanru- 
minatcs on theſe; fpreches and adviſe of his Mother, as if there were ſome deep abfſtruſe myſte- 
ric or ambiguous Ocack contained and hidden therein, the which becauſe he hath equal rea- 
fon azwell to fear that this match of bis with Myrſ;a may prove fatal, as to bope and believe 
that it may prove fartunatcy he makcs a ſtand thereat, as yowing to proceed therein with adviſe 
went, and not with temerity and precipitation z and ſo forbears for a moneth or two to viſit 
her :. But themore the Son flics off in his aff:Aion from Marfil.z2, the more doth ſhe do the li 
from his father in requital, whereat he grieves with diſcontent, and ſhe ſeems to bite her li 
with forrow. Idieques chargeth his ſon to tel] him! from whence this his ſudden Boas 1 
 andunkindneſs towards Marfiltia proceedeth ; the which he anſwers with a modeſt excuſe, as 
favouring more of diſcretion than diſobedience, but yet wholly concealeth his Mathers 
counſcl and adviſc to him from his Father , the which notwithſtanding he vehemently faſpe&- 
eth ic proceeds from —_ her Jcaloufic. Marſilia is coraged to ſee her ſelfdeprived of Det 
I:an, whom in ber ardbitious thougbes, hopes, and wiſhes ſhe bad already made her 
band ; and howfocver-[d:aques his Father to conceal aud palliate this bufineſs gowards 
her, yet ſhe believes itis his fault , and not his Song. She lays it to his charge, and knitting 
her brows, ſhe conjurech him to tell her from whence þis Sonnes unkindneſs to her poor 
ceeds: He tells her, be is confident, thatit is his old Mother who hath diyerted him from 
ber, whercat ſhe is exceedingly cnraged 3 When ſeeing this old Letcher ſo open and 
plain with her , ſhe ſoothing him up wich many kiffes, tes him, that this old 'Befdam 
his wife muſt firſt he in heaven, beforc he can hope to enjoy her, or ſhe his -Son here on Earths 
whicn ( being allured and provoked by the treacherous ſuggeRions and. blaody temptati= 
' ons of the D:vil )) ſhe proffcrs him to viſit her, and to poylon her , which he" oppoſeih 
and contradificth 3 and contrary to all reaſon and fenſe', and repugnant to all GO 
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good old Lady his Witc) he undertakes and promiſeth her ſpeedily to pertorm ir himſelf; yea, 
the devil is now ſo ſtrong with him, and he with che devil, that becauſe he loves Marſillia, 
therefore he muſt bate his own dear wife, and vertuous Lady Honoria, and becauſe he hates her, 


therefore he mult poyſon her 3 a lewd part of a man, a fouler one of a Chriſtian, but a moſt 


hclliſh and bloody one of a Husband to his own witc, who ought to be neer and dear unto hj 
as being his own ficth and blood, yeathe other half of himſcli. Hz cannor content himifelf rg 
{ek to abuſe and betray his Son, bur he muſt alſo murther themother, So wanting the fear of 
God before his eyes, and repleat with as much implcty and cruelty, as he was devoid of all 

Grace, hc is reſolute in this his hclliſh rage and malice againſt her, ard foto pleaſe his you 
Strumpet, he will ſend this good old Lady his witc to Heaven in a bloody Cethn ; ſo without 
thinking of Heaven or Hell, or of God, or his ſoul, he procures ftrong poiſon, and aCting 
the part of a Fury of H:Il, and a member of the Devil , he as a wretched and cxecrable Hubs 
band, adminiftreth it to her in preſerved Barbaries, which he ſaw her uſually to love and 
cat, whereof within three days after ſhe dies , to the extream griet and ſorrow of her Soh 
Don Juan, who bicterly wept , for this his mothers haſty and unexpefted death , but the 
marner thereof he knows not, and indeed doth no way in the world cither doubr or ſuſpe& 
thereof. | 
His Father 143aques makes a counterfeit ſhew of ſorrow and mourning to the world , for 
the death of his wife, but God in his due time wifl unmask this his wretched hypocrific, and 
dcreR and revenge this his ex:crable and deplorable murther. Now afſoon as Marfillia is ad- 
vertiſed of the Lidy Hororia's death, ſhe not able to contain her Joyes, doth infiniccly triumph 
thereat, and within leſs than ewo moncrhs after her burial, Idiaques and XMarſillia work fo po- 
licickly with Dox 7uan, as he marrics Mong his mothers adviſe to him in the gar- 
den, do ftill run in bis mind and thoughts; and now he brings home his luſtfull Spouſe and Wife 
to his lewd and laſcivious Fathers houſe at Sextarem , where (I write with horror and ſhame) 
he moſt beaſtly and inhumanly very often commits Adultery and Inceſt with her, and they a it 
fo cloſe that for the firſt year or two, his Son Dox Fuar, hath no news or inkling thereof; and 
now AMarfiliia governcth and rules all, yca her incontinency with her Father I4:iagues makes 
'mincers moſt proudly and imperiouſly over all his Scryants. Her waiting-maid Mathurins 
obſerves and takes exaQ and curiousnotice, of her young Ladies luſtfull, and unhawſall familis» 
arity wich her Father in Law 14:aques, the which her miftris underftanding,ſhe extreamly beats 
her for the ſame 3 and twice whips her ftark naked in her Chamber, and drags her about by her 
hair, alchough this poor young Gentlewoman, with a world of tears and praycrs, begs her to 

defift and give over. | 

God hath marty ways and means to ſect forth his glory, in deteting of Crimes, and puniſhing 
of offenders, yea he is now pleaſed to make uſe of this young maidens diſcontent and choler 
againft her inccnſcd Lady and Miſtris, for we ſhall ſee her pay dear for this cruelty and ryrannie 
'of hers towards her ; for Mathurina, being a Genelewoman by birth, ſhe takes thoſe blows and 


her fo III as ſhe commands not only his houſe , but himſelf, and dos: 


ſevere uſage of her Lady in ſoill part, lodgeth ir ſo deeply in her heart and memory, as + 
hz vows her revenge ſhallrequite part of that her cruelty and tyrannic towards her 3 Where 


ew: with more haſte than diſcretion, and with more malice than fidelity) ſhe in- her. hot 
'blood, goes ro Don Fuan, her young Mafter, tels him of this foul bafincſs betwixt his young 


'Wife and old Father, to the diſgrace and ſhame of nature 3 and makes him ſee and know his” 
own diſhonour , in their bructſh and beaftly Adultery and Inceft. Don Fueu extreamly 


gricves hereat , yea he is both amazed and aftoniſhed at the repore of this unnatural crime as 
well of bis young wife as aged Father. He cannot refrain from choler and tcars hereat, to ſee 


himſelf chus infinitely abuſcd by her beauty, and betrayed by his luſt; and if ic be a beaftly,yea 


Le. rages rt, for one man, and friend to offer it to another, how-mtfch more for a Father to 
'Offer it $0 
from his age, bur as his wife hath hereby infringed her vow, and oath of wedlock, fo hath his 
wretched father excceded and broken thoſe rules and precepts of Natare yea, he is fo neiled 
with the report, and inflamed with the conſideration and memory hercof, that he: abhors hey 
infidelity, and in his heart and ſoul detefterh his inhumanity ; fo as the knowledge hereof doth 


ſo juſtly incenſc' him againſt her, and exaſperate himſelf againſt him ;' that reſolving to + 


his own honour, as muchas they have blemiſhed and ruined ic, and thercin their 


'famy.: Sd he here enters into a diſcreet and generous conſaltation with himſelf , how-to 


own,yea to his only Son ? _ He expeted more goodneſs from her youth, and grace 


own, | he ſcorns tobe an cye-Witneſs, much leſs an accefiary of this bis ſhame and their in- © 
bear- himſelf in chis firange and diſhonourable accident 5 when perceiving and finding 6 


. 4 - 
— Ron on coupe , 
Book IV, I} * 


—ICoritanity, yea, to Nature and Orace, (as a Husband ficter for the D:vil, than for this 
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thac bun ns witc and Faihcr,, had by this their beattly Adultery and Inccit, made themſelves 
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Don Tuan and Marſilha.. 


for ever unworthy of his light and company z he here tor ever diſdaining henceforth to (ee her, 
or ſpeak with him, very {uddenly (upon a ſecond conference, and examination of Aathuring, 
who ſtood firmly and'vertueuſly to her former d:potition and accuſation againſt them ) takes 
horſe and ridzs away trom Santarem to Li:boxe, where providing himſclt of monyes and other 
necefſarics , he takes poaſt for Spain , and there builds up his rc{idence and ſtay at the Court 
at Madrid, where we will for a while leave him, to ſpeak of other accidents which fall out in the 
courſe of this Hiſtory. 

Idiaques ſecing the ſudden departure of his Son, and Marſilia of her Husband, Dox Tuon,and 
being both affured that he had fome ſecret notice and intelligence of their laſcivious dailiances 
and aff:&ion, he exceedingly grieves, and ſh: extreamly ſtorms thereat, becauſe they know that 
this foul ſcandall will wholly rcfl=& and fall upon chem 3 and now by this his ſudden and dif- 
contented departure from them, will be made notorio'ts and apparent to all the world. But 
how to remedy it they know not, becauſe he hath neither fignitied him where he is gone , nor 
when he will return; the which che more bewrayeth his ſmall reſpc& , and diſcovereth his 
implacable difpleaſure towards them, Bur as there is no malice and revenge to that of a Woe 
man, fo Marſillia alluring her (clt that it was ker Maid MYnthurina who (ro the prejudice and 
ſcandall of her Honour) had unlock. d his myſtery to her Husband Don Tuan, the enters into 
ſo furious a rage, and ſo outragiousa tury agaiift her, as ſhe provides her ſclfot Rods, and 
intends the nexe morn e're {hz be ſtirring our of her bed, to wreak her fierce anger and indig- 
nation upon her. Burt this {harp aud ſevere reſolution of hers, isnot ſo cloſely carried by her, 
but Azthurina bath pzricct notice thereof , and to prevent this intend. d corre&ion- and cruel- 
ty of her incenſed Lady and Mittris, ſhe che night betore takes horſe, and fo rides home to 
the Town of Saint Saviours to her Father; and there, from point to point relateth him all 
which had pſt b:t wixc her Lady and her ſelf, and berwixi her Husband, her ſelf , and her Fa 
ther in Lawz and that now diſdaining any more to ſerve her , as her body , ſo her tongue is at 
liberty 3 for ſh: is not , and &h2 will not be ſparing to publith her Miſtris, and her Father in 
Law's (hametull familiariry anqadultery cogeihcr, Bur rhis indiſcretion, and licentious folly 
of hzr tongue will c-ſt her tar dearer than ſh: thinks of , or cxp=Acth., 

For her late Lady and Miſtris Marſilliay being now pzrtc&ly certified of Mathurina”s infidelity 
and tr:achery towards her inthe poiat of her diſhznour and {ham:, ſhe (to falve up her reputa- 
tion, and toprovid for the fame) will not wholly rely apon her own judgment and diſcretion 
herein, bur refolves to acquaint Dorn Alonſo De Perez, her own only Brother herewich, and to 
crave hisayd and afltitance, as alſo his advice, betwixr whom and her ſc]fthere was fo ftrift 
aleague and Sympathy of aff:&ion, that (if reports be tric) write it to their ſhame, and mine 
own ſorrow, i: exceeded the bounds of Nature and Honcur, and of Mcdefty and Chaftityz 
only the preſumprion hereof is great and pregnant; for it there had nor been ſome extraordi- 
nary tyes and obligations beewixcthem, ir is rather to be bclicved than doubred , that for her 
ſake and ſervice, he would never have ſo freely expoſed himiclt to ſuch eminent fears and dans 
pers, as we ſhall immediatly ſee him do; and although (of honvur and difpohtion ) he were 
brave and generous , yct I b<lieve he would not have nndertaken it. For the Reader muſttun» 
derſtand,thar to this Brother of hers, Don Per: z, Marfillin ſpeedily acquaints the infidelity and 
treachery of h:r Maid Mathaurina's rongue againſt her Fame and Honour, which had ſo unfor- 
thacly occaſioned her Husbands, Dux Furs , diſconted departure from her. She proteſterh 
moſt ſeriouſly and deeply to him of her and her Father in Law 14:aqnes innocency in this pre- 
tended crims: and (candall; Tels him,that Mathuring is the only author and reporter thereof, 
and therfore till that baſe and lewd tongue of hers be eternally hodped and (ilenced;ſhe ſhall ng- 
ver enjoy any true conrent to her heart, or pzace to her thoughts and mind,heart cicher in this 
world,or this life : When his aff:&tion to her makcs him to y i1d ſuch confidence to her Ipeeches , 
vows, and complaints, that he holds th:m to be as true as Scriptures yea, and the undoabt:d 
Ocaclzs of Truth and Innocency ; when to pleaſe and farisfic her, he bids her he of good chear. 
and comfort, and chat he will ſp:edily take ſuch order that Mathurina's ſcandalons tongue ſhal 
not Tong eclipſe her fame, or any further blemiſh che luſtre of her reputation: When this baſe; 
and bloody Gentleman, De Perez, to make good this his promiſe to his execrable Siſter, he ſe» 
cretly rides over to St, Saviours, and there by night wayring near ber Fathers door , when Ma- 
thurins would chance to iff: forth, he in a dark night eſpying her (without any more ceremo» 
ny or farther expoſtulation) runnes her thorow « 4 body two ſeverall times, rang Ay on 
barmlef(: innocent ſonal ſh>talls down d:ad ro his fece wicthoat once ſpeaking or crying. 'So.De 


Perez, (ceing herdifparch:d , he preſently takes horſe (which his man there Iced by him ) and: -- wo 2 


poalts away to Sentarens , being neither ſeen nor x And thus this bloody villa 
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moſt deplorably embracd his guiley hands in the innocent blood'ot this vertruous young Gent; . 
wornan, Who never cff.ndcd him in thought word , or deed in all her lifez and albeir that her 
Father Signeor Pedro de Caſtello makes curious enquiry and reſcarch for the Murtherer of his 
Daughtar, yet De Perez (mounted at advantage) hath recovered Saxtarem in ſafety, Bit Ged 
will due time find him out to his ſhame and contuſion ; yea, and then when his {ccurity ar 
courage little dreams thereot. 

| As ſoonashecomesto Santarer, he acquaints his Siſt:zr Marſillia of his diſpatching of 
Mathurina, who is infinitly glad thereof, and cx:remly thankfull ro him for the fame, and nuy 
her malice and revenge looks wholly on her Husband Don Fran, for off:ring her this unkind 
and ſcandalous indignity of his departure, and for tacitly caxing and condemning her of incon- 
tincney with his Father Idiaques, which her adulterous heart,and jceftuous ſoul and conſcience 
doth inwardly cpnfeſs acknowl:dge , though the pe; fi liouſnefs and hypocrific of her falſe 
rongue do publikely deny it ; yea, with her beſt art and policy, and with her ſweeteſt ſmil ig 
and kiſſcs, (h: hath by this time ſo cxaſperated this her bloody Brother agairit kim, that our of 
his vanity and folly Jhe prophanely vows unto God, and ſ:riouſly proteſts and ſwears unto her, 
That it he knew where he were(for the vindication of hcr honour and innocency,won!d rid: to 
him and fight with him, except he would reſolve to give him and her Gme valuable reparaticn 
and honourable ſatisfaftion to the contrary, which he ſcals and confirms to her with ma'y a« 
morous ſmiles, andlaſcivious kifſzs, But as we are commonly never nearer danger than when 
we think our ſelves fartheſt from it: So God being as ſecret in kis decrees, as ſacred in his res 
ſolutions, we ſhall ſhortly ſce De Perez to veriti: and conficm it in himfelt 3 for as in the heat 
of this his ſottiſh aff:Rion ro his filter, he is ready to fight wich her Hasband Don Fuan , if he 
knew where he was ; lo the news of his reſidence in Maarid, w hen he leaſt thinks thereof, is ac- 
cidentally brought him by a Servant of his own whom he purpoſely ſends to Saxtarem with 
theſe two enſuing Letters, The one ſent and dir.ed from him to his Father, the other to his 
wife Marſillis. That to his Father ſpake thus, 


DON JUAN to IDIAQUES. 


V \ hor there n0 other woman of the whole world for you to abuſe but my Wiſe, and was your 
faith ſo weakwith God, or you ſoftrong with the Devill , that you muſt therefore make 
ber your Strumpet, becauſe ſhe was my Wife ? If Nature would not inform you that I am your 
Son, yet you are my Father , andit ſhould have taught you to have been more zaturall to mee, 
more honourable to the world , more reſp+&/ull to your ſelf , and more religious to God, and not to have 
made your ſelf guilty of theſe foul crimes of Adultery and Inceſt with her, ths l:ajt whereof is ſo odi- 
ous to God, and ſo deteſtable tro men, that I want tearms, not tears to expreſs it, For hereby as 
you have made my ſhame infinite, ſo kewiſe you have made your own infamy eternall, the conſiaera- 
tiow whereof gives me ſo much grief, and the remembrance ſorrow, that holding you for ever unworthy 
of my ſight , and ſhe of my company, I have therefore left Portugall for Spain, and forſakgn San- 
tarem, to lrve and die here in Madrid, And when hereafter God ſhall be ſo mercifnll to your ſoul, 10 
let you ſee that the Winter of your age makes you fitter for your Grave than for my bed, and for your 
winding-ſheet , than for my Wife, you will then hold this reſolution and proceeding of mine towards 
you as honourable, as this your crime to me is unnaturall , the which if you henceforth redeem not 
with an Ocean of bitter tears , and a world of repentaut aud religious Prayers to God, I rather feat 
than doubt , that his divize Majeſty will make you as miſerable, as you bave made me unfortunate. 


DON JUAN, 


__ 


His Letter to his Wife ſpake this language. 


DON JUAN to MARSILLIA. 


V Hat Devil! poſſeſied thy heart with luft , and thy ſoul with impiety, to make thee viola! 
; \ thy vow which. thou gaveſt me in marriage , by committing thoſe dawmable ſins of A- 


daltery and Inceſt with my uatarall Father , And if the conſideration that I was thy Huchend, 
FT | cou 
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 verall Letters in anſwer of his , whereot that of 14agques his Father carried this meflage. 


= Nhat thy rongue will excuſe me of theſe thy pretended foul cy imes 
ul 


ah ; 
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Adultery and Incejt with my naturall Father : And if the conſideration that 1 was thy Husband p 
could not in Grace deterr thee from it, yet (me thinks the remembrance that he was my Father ſhould 
in Nature have made thee bot to abhorr and deteſt it. And although my tend:r afft&jon to thee, and 
filiall obedience to him, made me expect more goodneſs from thy youth, andGrace from his age , yet 
God is a juſt Fudge, andyour hearts are true witneſſes of theſe your unnaturall crimes and foul in- 
gratitude towards mee, which hath caſt ſo greut a blemiſh aud ſcandall on mine honour , and deſhed 
my joyes with ſo many untimely afflitions , and immerited ſe: rows, that T have abandoned Porwgall 
and Santarem for thy ſake, and betaken my ſelf tolite and die in Madrid inSpain for mine; where 
will ſtrive to make my ſelf as contented as diſcontent can make me , and ſo leave this thy enormous 
crime , and the puniſhment thereof, to God, in whom thou mazeſt be happy y but without whom thou 
wilt a(ſurealy be miſerable, And think to what Juſt calamities and miſeries thine inordinate luſts 
and liſcivous defires and delights have\already deſervedly reduced and expoſed thee, Sith hence+ 
forth I will no more eſteem thee my Wife, or my ſelf thy Husband, and that God will aſſuredly lookox 
thee with an eye of indignation, and the world, of contempt. 


DON JUAN. 


Idiaques having read and peruſed that Ltter of his Son, and Marfi/l:a this of her Husband 
Don Tuan, they arc therewith ſo rouched in heart with {hame, and ſtang in conſcience with for- 
row for their foul crimes of Adultery and Inceſt, that they bluſh each at other,and both of them 
moſt bitterly curſe the name and memorie of Mathurina , who was the firſt author of thisreport 
to him, and which ſo ſuddenly incenſed him, and occalioned his departure. So to bear up 
their reputations to rhe World , and their tames to him, they reſolve ( without cither asking 
lcave or pardon of God) to juſtific their innocency hereof to him , and ſo to purſue and foli- 
cit his return. To which eff:& they write and return him (by his own ſervant )their two ſe» 


IDIAQUES to DON JUAN. 


Hou doejt wrong thy ſelf and the truth, God and thy Conſcience, and thy wife and mee, mn ſd 
baſely taxing us of thoſe foul ſinges of Inceſt and Adultery, whereof we are as truly innocent, as 
thou falſely and malicionſly deemeſt us guilty. For I have not abuſed her nor made ber my Strum- 
pet, although not God, but the Devill Cin the ſlanderous tongae of Mathurine) hath made thee to be- 
lieve ſo. For Nature hath taught mee more Grace and goodneſs , not ſo little tmpiety, for that T know | 
they are ſins more odious to God, and detejtable to the world, than either thy ſorrows can expreſs , or 
thy anger depaint me. Neither have I madethy ſhame infinite, or canſft thou make my infamy vr 
Gbleymuch leſs eternall, although herein thou ſhew me thy indignation, together with thy diſobedience, 
by leaving Portugall for Spain, and Santarem for Madrid ,-whereof becanſe thou wilt not make thy 
duty, I will content my ſelf to make thy diſcretion Indge betwixt us , If thou have not done me more 
wrong , than either thy ſelf , and the truth right herein , aud offered a ſcandall likewiſe to thy wives 
honour , who made thy company her chiefeſt joy,as now ſhe doth thy abſence ber PEne miſerie and A 
affliction, How then can I go to my Grave with content , when thou forſakeſt her bed with malice, 
and my houſe with diſdain ? My innocency inthy accuſation hath no way irritated or offended God, 
and, if therefore with tears and Prayers thou wilt reſolve to ask God,'thy Wife, and me forgiveneſs for 
this thy foul crime, and monftrons ingratitude rowards us, then mine armes ſhall be as open as ever 
they bave been to receive, and my houſe to welcom theey and therein thor ſhalt make thy ſelf as truly 
happy, as thou falſly aud uncharitably thinke/t that God will make me miſerable. 


IDIAQUES. 
' The Anſwer of his wife Marſi!1ia to him was couched in theſe tearmes. £ 
MARSILLIA to DON JUAN. 


þ is neither Luſt nor the Devill which can make me inftinge or violate my Vow given thee in mar 
riage, although thou art as far from the truth as from God to believe it, Bnt how ſhall I bope 
of Adult ery and Inceſt , when to my 
loniſh 1:4 t and grief I ſee thou like wiſe condemnes hy 01d F ather to be guilty thereof with me ? 
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And if this be any way affettion to mee, or obedience to him, let al! other Husbands jvage, and alt 
Sons define and determine. But to return thee truth for thy falſhocdy, His age expefed a#4 deſerved 
more graces and my youth andVertues more affeftion and goodneſs from thee, than to have believed 
thoſe falſe calumnies and impoſtures upon the bare report and malicious relation of my hand-maid 
Mathurina, which are now dead with ker, and are as falfe as thy raſh1 eſs and her revenge makes thee 
believe them true, for it is neither I nor thy Father who have any way blewiſhed thine honcur , or vay= 

uiſhed thy joyes , but rather thy ſelf, and thy too too unkind and haſty departure from Santarcm to 
Madrid , which (to the prejudice of the truth , and of my centent and honour ) hath occaſioned jt. 
For my heart and ſoul will teſi;fie both with mee and for me, 1hat my affetion and conſtancy is both as 
ſpotleſs, firm, and true to thee, as thy jealcuſie is faljetowards my ſelf , andiherefore as thou leaveſt 
my pretended crime , ſo will I thy reall ipgratitude both to time and t0 God, and if yet thou wilt be ſo 
wilfully cruel! to live from me , and cenſequently not to efteem we thy wiſe, yet as it is my teal and 
duty ts begg and pray thee to return to mee, ſo I will make it my Integrity and Conſcience ftill to hold 
and live thee for my Husband, axd ſopreſerving my heart for thee, as T do my ſoul for God, 1 hope 
with aſſurance and confidence that 1 ſhall have no cauſe to ſear either his indignation , or the wor{d: 
contempt, 11 Yega r4 T have neitber merited the one, nor deſerted the other, 


MARSILLIA 

Upon the writing and contents of theſe two Letters of 14;aques to his Son, and of Marſillia 

to her Hasband Don Tran, the Reader may pleaſe to obſerve and remember with how much 

policic, and with how little piety they ſeck to over-veil and deny theſe their Adulteries and 

Inceſt towards him , thereby to make thcir aCtions and themſelves appear as innocent , as they 
are guilty both to them and to God. But God being the Author of Truth , and the Father of 
Light , and whoſe Sacred Throne and Tribunall is cnvironed with more glorious Suns than 

we ſee gliſtring Stars in the Firmament, H: will one day unmask this their hypocriiic , and 

bring their foul fins of Adultery and Inceſt, both to light and puniſhment. Now as Marſill:a 

is cxorbicantly laſcivious in her atfetion to her Brother de Perez, and he reciprocally foro her, 
ſo with a world of falſe {1ghs and tears ſhe ſhews him her Letter, and her Fathers in law 14ia- 
qres, which they had ſent to her Husband Don Tuan to Madridzand with many femal oaths and 
afſeverationsproteſteth to him of both cheir innocency herein, which her Brother bclieves, yea, 
her feigned ſorrows and falſe tears had fo farr trenched and gained upon his credulity , that in 
contemplation and commilſeration of her wrongs, he was then ſo vain and impious, as once he 
thought to have carried theſe two Letters himſelf into Spain, and there to have fought with Dor 
Tuan for the reparation of his Sift-rs honour, Bur ar laſt Icaving paſlion to conſult with rea- 
ſon , and temerity again to be vanquiſhed and ſwayed by judgment, firſt that theſe Letters of 
theirs ſhould ſee Spain, and thento attend his Brother in Law Don Tuan his anſwer ro them,and 
as he ſhall therein find him either perverſe or flcxible tohis wives defares , and his Fathers. expe- 
fations, he will then accordingly bear himſelf and his reſolutions towards him, and hereon 
both himſelf and hisSiſter Marſilza do joytully determin and conchide. Sov Dox Inans own 
ſervant returns theſe two aforeſaid Letters from Saxtarem to Madrid to his Maſter, who break- 
ing up the Scals, and pcrufing them , he doth not a little wonder at his wives impudency, 
and his Fathers impiety, in ſo ſtrongly denying theſe their foul crimes to him: Bur he is not a 
little aftoniſhed, and withall afflifced and grieved, when he falls upon that point and branch of 
his wives letter which reports the dzath of her maid ILaberins to in his hcart and conſcience 


he now verily thinks and believes, that his wife in her inveterat malice and revengeto her, hath 


cauſed her to be murthered, and ſent her to Heaven in a bloody winding ſheet. But alaſs, 
if it be ſo, how to revoke or remedy it he cannot. Once therefore he was minded to have 
n-gle&cd their letters, and ſo to have anſwered them with perp:tuall oblivion , and a difdain- 
full fil-nce.- Bur then again confidering with himſelf that this might rather increaſe than exte- 
nuateth. ir hopes of this return, he berakes himſelf to his Study , where taking pen and paper, 
he, nec1e&ing his Father, tracerh his wite this letter in anſwer of hers, and again ſends it ber 
into Portugal by his own ſervant, which affureth them of his reſolutionnor to recurn. 


DON JUAN toMARSILLIA. 


| He receit of thy ſecond Letter bath not diminiſhed , but confirmed and augmented my coufi- 
dence of my Fathers ſhame, and thy infamy, in your foul fins of Adultery and Inceſt , perpetra- 

ted againſt me, and which is worſe, againſt God, ſo that I am fully refolved for ever to forſake bis go-/ 
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and thy company , and to live and die here in Madrid , as grief and diſconſolation will permit meez 
For T prize the (unjuſt Apologie of thy ( pretended )Innocencie at ſo low a rate, and value it at 
ſo baſe an ejteem, as I dijdan it for thy ſake , and thy ſelf for thine own. T do as much grieve z 
as T both doubt and fear, thou rejoyceſt at thy Maid Mathurina's death; and as I am 1gnorant 
of the mazmer, ſo if my Father and thy ſelf bave been the cauſe thereof, you have then a1l the reaſon; 
of the word to believe, that God (who 1s as juſt in his reſolutions , as ſacred in his decrees , will 
in the ena revenge it tohis glory, and puniſhit to your Con{uſion. 


DON JUAN, 


This Letter of his doth inflame his wife with malice and indignation; for now her Father 
and hz fee theſe their Juſtfull and Iaſcivious crimes ſcated and confirmed in his belicf, and his 
tay in Spain fixed in his anger , and ctetniz:d in his reſolution ; When as cloſe as they bear 
ir, yet knowing tull well that the World will rake notice of ic, and ere Jong make it their pub= 
like ſcendall and infamy ; He is ſo devoid of Grace, and ſh: of goodneſs, that to prevent itghe 
with:th his Son in Hzaven wich his Mother, and ſh: her old Father in law in Grave with her 
young maid Mathurinz, Byr'theſc vain hopes of theirs may deceive them, which as yet, they 
two are not {o wiſe to think of , npr ſo cautious orreligious to confider , but rather more re- 
ſembling brate beaſts than Chriſtians, they till continue theic obſcene and inceſtuous plea» 
ſarcs, the which I take ſmall delight or pleaſure to mention in regard of modeſty , or to repearz 
in reſpeCX of Nature and Honour. Here Marſi/lia again repairs to her Brother De Perez, as to 
her Oracle and Champion; ſhe ſhews him both theſe two lait Letters of her Husband ro his Fa- 
ther and her {elf z and conjureth his beſt advice and pecdieſt ailiſtance for the recovering of her 
honour, in that of her Husbands aft:&ion and company , or cle that ſh: were freed from him, 
and he out of this life and this world, that ſo her (candall and wrongs might dic with him, 
and for cver beraked up in the duſt of his Grave , and buried with him in ccternall oblivion and 
ſilence, Don Perez (in heart and mind ) is ſo much his Siftcrs, as he is no more himfclt,when 
making his aft-Ction do homage to her bcauty, and his judgment and reſolution to pay tribute 
to his aff:Ction, he prayes her to referr this charge and buſineſs to the care of his diſcharge; 
when giving her many kiſſcs, and willing her to read his hzact in his cycs, he gives her the good 
night; and the next morning being impatient of all delayes , he takes one Seignior Gaſper Ls- 
pez » a noble Gentleman, and a valiant intimate friend of his with him, and rclating him hig 
intent to fight with his Brother Dox Fan, and the cauſe thereof, They undertake ard rag wu 
of Spain, and ſo arrive at Madrid, where Lopez prayes Perez to make him his ſecond in that 
Daellz De Petrez thanks him for this his aft. ion , but tels him he will hazard himſelf, but 
not his fricnd 3 fo writing a Challenge to Dox Tuan, he ſeals it up, and requelterh Lopez ro den 
liver it to him , and the ſame night torcturn him hisanſwer. Lopez accordingly finds out Dor 
Tuan in his own Chamber, and gives it to him in fair and diſcreet tearms , who (wondring it 
came from his Brother-in-law De Perez,but far more to underſtand that he was now in Madrid, 
he no way dreaming ofa Challenge, bur rather thinking that his wife his Siſter had ſent him 
thicker to him to work herrcconciliation, and conſequently his return to her to Santarem , he 
haſtily breaks up the ſeals thereof, finds it charged with this language. 


DE PEREZ tw DON JUAN. 


| Have feen thy inveterat malice to thy Wife,my Siſter , in thy falſe and ſcandalous Letters to her, 
and Portugall hath read it in thy ſuaden and cholerick departure from her into Spain ; wherefore 
conſidering what ſhe is to thee, and T to her, T hsld my ſelf bound (both in honour and blosd ) to maki 
ber wrongs and quarrels mine. To which end I have left Santarem to find thee ont here in Madrid, 
purpoſely to pray thee to meet mee to morrow betwixt fix and ſeven in the morning , at the fartheſt 
Weit end of the Prado, with thy Rapier , a confident Gentleman of thy friends , and thy Chirurgion, 
without a Second, where thou ſhalt find me to attend thy comming, and relying upon the equity of my 
cauſe, andthe ingratitude and infamy of thine, T make no doubt but to teach Don Juan what it 3s 
for kim (without ground or truth) to caſt a baſe aſperſion and wrong full blemiſh upsn the luſtre of his 
Wife, and my Siſter, the Lady Marſillia's honour , whoſe deſcent and extraGion is as good as thine, 
end her education and Vertues farr more ſublime and excellent. Thy generoſity obligeth thee to the 
benourable performance hereof » aud mine honour reciprocally to per form this Obligation. 


DE PEREZ. 
R 23 Dog 
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Don Juan having received and p:ruſed this Challenge ot his Brother-in-law De Perez, and 
finding his furious reſolation to exceed his judgment , he knowing himſelf innocent, his cauſe 
good, and his courage and valour every way to be fupzriour to the others, bighly diſdain- 
ing to be out-braved by any Nobleman or Gentleman breathing , inthe point of Honour ang 


generoſity he with a cheertull countenance returns Lopez to his Broth:r de Perez, with this x jE: 
cepting an{wer. 


DON JUAN to DE PEREZ, 


Y hatred to Marfillia, and departure from her,was juſtly occaſioned through | er treachery and 
: infidelity to mee , and therefore my Letters to hey to that effeQ are as true as ſheis falſe in de- 
nying it 3 notwithitanding, fith ſhe is thy Sifter, and my wife , I as much approve of thy « feftion to 
her, as I condemn thy temerity to me, and thy indiſcretion to thy (elf, in making her quarrell thine, 
and by forſaking Santarem, to fight with me here in Madrid. And becauſe thou ſhalt fee and find 
that I have as much courage as innocency, Ttherefore accept of thy challenge, andam ſo farr from 
learning any point of valour of De Perez, as to his ſhame and my glory,T hope toteach himygthat T have 
210 way Caſt a falſe aſperſion or blemiſh oz: the luſtre of her reputation , but ſhe on her ſelf, and Conſe- 
quently that I will neither affect her , nor fear thee. For God lending mee life, I will to morrow break 
faſt with thee at thine own time and place appointed , where wy honour and generolity invites me to 
come, and thine t0 meet me. 


DON JUAN. 


Theſe two inconſiderate Gentlemen having thus embarqued themſelves in the ſtrong refolu- 
tion of this weak quarrell and raſh Duell, which carthly honour cannoc as juſtly approve and 
allow of, as divine Religion and Chriſtian picty and charity diſavow and <cx:cratc; Their 
malice and revenge cach to otheris fo violent and impetuous, that without any thought ci- 
ther of God or their Soules, or of Heaven or H:1), they paſs over the night, ifnotin watchfu!- 
neſs, yet in broken and diftratted {lumbers, yea the morn no ſoonerÞegped from Hzaven through 
their windows to their Chambers, but they leap from their beds to tMe Prado, where de Perez 
with his fricnd Lopez come firſt on horſe-back, and immediatly after them Dx Tran in his 
Coach, with a young Gentleman his friend, tearmed Dox Richardo deValdona: So theſe two 
Ducliſts diſdaining to be tainted with the leaſt piece of diſhonour, or ſhadow of cowardiſe, 
they at firſt ſight of each other, throw off their doublets ,and in their filk ſtockings and pumps, 
with their Rapiers drawn , they without any further complement or expoſtulation approzch 
each other, But here before they begin to reduce m2licious contemplation into bloudy aftion, 
Thold it fit to inform my Reader with a circumſtance that now paſt between them , wherein 
doubtlcſs the Providence of God was moſt conſpicuous and apparent ; For as by the Law and 
cuſtom both of Spain and Portugall, all Rapiers ſhould be of one lengrh, yer De Perez curiouſly: 
caſting his vigilant eye upon that of Dox Tyar, cithcr his fear, *or his judgment, or both, in- 

- form him that that Rapier is longer than his, whereat Do# Tuan grieves farr more than De Pe- 
rez can poſlible cither rejoyce or wonder , for he is ſo farr from any way blemiſhing his honour 
with this, or with any other point or ſhadow of diſhonour, as now he gives his Rapier to mea- 
ſure,and to write the truth, his is found one inch longer than that of De Perez, when biting his 

tip for anger, hz (reſembling himfelt) proffers to fight with that cither of Lopez or V aldona, 
which was ſufficient reaſon for one Gentleman of Honour to give, and for another to take; 
but when he ſees that this proffer of his will neither ſecure De Perez fear, nor confirm his 
content, then as a Noble and generous Gallant, he freely exchangeth Rapiers with him, gives 
De Perez the longer, and contents himſelf co fight with the ſhorter, whereat De Perez reſts ſa- 
ticfi:d , and well he may, fith this ation and his reccit chereof , doth as much teſtific Don Fu- 
ans glory , as his own diſhonour and ſhame; and now:they again apvroach each other to fight. 
Attheir firſt comming up Doz Fuar runs a firm thruſt to De Perez breaft, but he ( bearing 
it up with his Rapier)runs Dor 1uas in the cheek towards his right care, which draws much 
: bloud from him, and he in exchange rans De Perez thorow his ſhirt ſleeve without hurting 
him: Actheir ſecond meeting they again cloſe without hurting each other , and ſo part fair 
without offering any other violence : At their third aſſault De Pzrez runs Dox Tuan thorow 

. the brawn of his lett Arm, who in exchange requires him with a deep wound in his right fide, 

from whence ifſucd much bloud ; and now they breath to recover wind, and to the Jucgaans | 
(6 


 totheir own ſinfall hearts, conſciences, and ſouls for the ſame, that without making any 


, 
- a dy 
, 
% "WF 
: 


Hit X VI. Don Tuan and Marfillia. 
of Lopez and V aldona,(as alfo of their Chirurgions) they hitherto are cquall in valour, and 
almoſt in fortune. So although theſe ſpeQators do of both fides carneſtly entreat them to de- 
kt and give over, yet they cannot , they will nor be ſo cafily or ſo ſoon reconciled cach to 0+ 
therz So after alitcle pauſing and breathing, they (with courage and reſolution) fall co it a- 
freſh , and at this their fourth encoumer Don Perez gives Don Tuan a deep wound in his letr 
thoulder, and he requites him with 2nother in exchange, in the neck; and although by this 
time their ſeverall wonnds hath engrained their white ſhirts with great effaſton of their ſcarlet 
blond, yet they are ſo brave, ſo generous, or rather fo inhumane and malicious , that they 
will nor yer give over , as if they meant and reſolved rather to make death fear them, than they 
any way to fear death : but their fifth cloſe will prove more fatall ; for now after they had 
jadicioaſly traverſed their ground, thereby to deccive cach other of the diſadvantage of the 
Syn, whiles De Perez dircfts a full thruſt ro Dor Trans bi e:ſt, he bravely and skilfully war ding 
it, in requitall thereof, runs him clean thorow the body , a little below his right pap, when 
clofing nimbly with him, and purfuing the point of his good fortunes he whips up his hecls, 
and fo nails him to the ground, when he hadnot the ſtrength to begg his life of Don Tuan, and 
God knows he much grizved that it was not then in his power to give it him, for this his laſt 
wourd being, deſperatly mortall, he preſently dyed thercof , having neither the remembrance 
to call on God , much leſs to begg mercy of him for his ſinfull foul; bur as he lived abomi- 
nably andprophanely, ſo he dicd miſerably and wrerchedly, And although I confeſs it was 
to0 great an honour forhim to receive his death from fo brave a noble Gentlemans hands as 
Don Tuan, yet it is a moſt ingular providence, and remarkable puniſhment of God, that. he dy- 
ed by the hands of his own laſcivious Siſters Huzband,and which is yet more, by his own ſword, 
as if God had formerly decreed, and purpoſely ordained, that the ſelf ſame Sword ſhould give 
him his death, wherewith fo lately and fo cruelly he had bereaved that harmleſs innocent 
young Gentlewoman Mathurina of her life, although in regard of this his foul and lamentable 
murther , hz (wich lefs honour and more infamy ) every way deſerved to have died rather by a , 
halcer than a Sword ; But Gods Providence is as unſcarchable as ſacred. | 

Don Tuan having rendred thanks to God for this his viRtory, he our of his noble courtefie and 
humanity, lends Lopez his Coach to tranſport the dead body of his Brothcr-in-Law De Perez 
into the City, and taking his horſe in exchange, heby a privat way gets home ro his Todging. 
But this their Duell jg got ſo ſecreely carried , but with in three hours after all Madrid rattles 
thereof; who knowing the Combatants to be both of them 1:0ble Gentlemen of Portzgal!, it 
gives cauſe of generall talk, and argument of univerſall envic and admiration in all Spaniards, 
eſpecially in the nobler ſort of Souldicrs and Courtiers. When the very. day after that Don 
Tyua had cauſcd this his Brother to be decently buried, Lopez repairs to his Chamber to him, 
and in a fairand friendly manner enquirzs of him if he pleaſe to return any Letter of this his 
tri:nds death and of his own vitory to Santarem to Don Idiaques his Father , or the Lady Mar- 
k!1:a his wife, and that his beſt ſervice herein ſhall attend and wait on his commands : Doa Inan 
thanks Lopez for this his courtefic, but ecls himz*hat for ſome reſerved reaſons he will ſend no 
Letter to eicher of them , but otherwiſe wiſhzth him3a profperous return to Portugall; ſo Dor 
I1an remains in Madrid, and Lopez returns for Saxtarem , and there from point to point re- 
lates them the ifſue of that Combat, as the victory of his Son Dox TInan, and the death and bu- 
riall of De Perez, adding withall , that he was fo reſerved and ſtrange , that he would write 
to neither of ,them hereof, At the relation and knowledge of this mournfull news , Idzaques 
cannot refrain from tuch ſorrow, nor Marſi/!ia from burſting forth into bitter tears and Ia» 
mentations thereat : for ſecing her dear and only Brother thus ſlain by the hand of her own 
unxzind Husband; by lofing him ſhe knows ſhe hath loft her right arm, and he being dead ſhee 
knows not to whom to have recourſe, either for counſel, aſſiſtance , or conſolation. And yet 
as miichas he ſorrows and ſhe gricves at this diſafterous accident, they notwithſtanding are 
yetſo tar from thinking it a blow from Heaven, or from looking cither up to God, or down 


eood u{c, or drawing any divine or profitable morall thereof, they ſtill continue their beaſtly 
Pleaſures and damnable Adultery and Inceſt together, as if there were no God to ſee , nor 20 
deſerved rorments or miferie referved to puniſh it. But they and we ſhall immecdiatly fee the 
contrary, | | 

To the great grief ofour hearts, and compunCQion of our ſoules, we have in this Hiſtory ſeen <- 
wretched Idiaques {by the inſtigation of the Devill ) to poyſon his Wife the Lady Homorza; 
and likewiſe his Daughter-in-Law Marſillia to have cauſed her Brother De Peres to have cruel- = 
ly murthred her waiting-maid in the ſtreet; as alſo by the Providence of G O D Dan i. 7 
luan to have ſlain the ſaid De Perez in the ficld, and our curiofity and na - 6 
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(hall nor go far, bctore we ſhall ſee the jult Revenge and puniſhments of God condiznly wo 
ſurpriſe wretched Id:aques, and pgraceleſs Marjillia tor the ſame; tor his divine Juſtice comen- 
ding with his Saercd Mercy, it hath at laſt prevailed againſt theſe their toul and bloudy crimes ; 
ſo now, when they are in the middctt, yea , in the height and jollity of alFthefe their tout de 
lights and ſccurity, like an unlooked tor ftorm and rempcit , ic will ſuddenly beta!l them. Life 
hath bur one way to bring us into this World, bur death bath infinit to take us fromit , and 
what is this buta true argument and reaſon of Gods glory and our miſery, of his power , and 
of our frailty and weakneſs? and therefore becauſe we are as repleat of fin as he 1s of fanticy, 
and as ſubjcC ro imperfections , as all pertetions are both properly co-incicent and ſubzeCt rg 
him, It will be an a& of morall wiſdom, and of religious picty in us , rather to glorife than 
examin his ſacred Providence , and rather to admire than pry into his divine dccrces and refo- 
lurions. And becaulſc his correCtiort and puniſhment of all fins, eſpecially of this 'crying and 
ſcarlet {in of Murther , is as juſt as ſecrer, and as infcrutable as Juſt 3 therefore to Uraw towards 
the p:riod of this deplorable Hiſtory , God is tilt pleaſed to exerciſe and begin his Judge- 
ments on miſerable Marſillia , and then to fiilh it in wretched Idiagaes. But his divine Ma« 
zeſty is likewiſe pleaſed and reſolved both to impoſe and make as great a dificrence in their 
puniſhments, as he found a parity and conformity in theircrimes. 

It is Marſilia's pleaſure (or to ſay more truely , the providence and pleaſure of God ) that 
ſh: ridesfrom Santarem to Coimbra to viſit a fics Gentlewoman her Coulm German, who dwelr 
therc, b:ing only accompanied with her man Area on horſe-back , and her foot-boy P;ſtator 
co attend her, and as (ſh: comes within a ſmall hali L-ague of thar Town, having ſent away her 
man Aadrea beforc, and her foot-boy P:(cator being a very liule diſtance bel:ind her , there 
ſuddenly ſtarts up a Hare between ( or cloſeto ) her horle leggs, which fo amazed her horſe, 
(which was 2s hot and proud es the Gentlewoman his Miſtreſs whom he bore ) as con:ming 
off with all four, he throws her to the ground, and kicking her with his hind tcer ar her tall, 
he ſtrikes her in the fore-head, and ſo daſh:th out her brains 3 God ſo ordaining, that ſhz had 
not the power to ſpeak a word, much Iſs the grace or happinefs to repent her of her horrible, 
fins , Adultery, Inceft, and Murther. And thus was ths lamentable and f-arfull end which God 
gave to thi: graceleſs young Lady , the which I cannot as yet paſs over, withoat annexing and 
'remembring one remarkable point and circumſtance therein , inwhich the Juſtice and Mercy 
of God to both (:xes, and all ages and degrees of people, doth miraculoſly refplend and ſhine 
forth ; for that very horſe which threw and killed hcr,was the very ſame which ſh: formerly lent 
to her Brother De Perez, and whereon he rid to Saint Savieurs when he(by her inſtigation) kil- 
Icd her waiting Maid Mathurizz. Good Godghow juſt, and wonderfull are thy decrecs ! Dear 


= © Lord, how immenſe and ſacred is thy Juttice ! 


"But this is but the forerunner, and as It were but the enterance into a further progreſſion of 
this Hiſtory: For as her foot-boy Piſcator, extreamly wept,and bitterly cryed, at the fight of 
this mournfull and tragicall d:ath of his Lady and Miſtreſs , God had fo decreed and provi- 
ded, that the next that paſſ:d by , and who were ſorrowfull ſp:&ators thereof, were two Cori- 
gadors (or Officers of ſuftice ) of the City of Coimbra, riding that way in thzir Coach to take 


' theair; Who in compaſlian of the deplorable death of this ftairuninown young Gentl-wos 
man, thcy deſcend their Coach, and having enquired and underſtood of her forrowfull Foot- | 


boy what ſhe was, they then with mnch reſpec& and humanity cauſe her dead Corps to be de- 
cently laid into their Coach, which they ſhur, and ſo mounting their Servants Horſes they re- 
turn again to Coimbra, From whence they ſend her Man Audrea, in all poflible poſt haſt to 
Santarem ro acq iaint his Maſter and her Father-in-law Don Idiaques with his lamentable death 
of his daughter-1n-Law Marſi/lia,and to pray him to repayr ſpecdily thither to them to take or- 
der for her buriall. Andrea isno ſooner departed for his Maſter , but theſe two Corigadors 
conſult on the fatality of this accident, and very profitably confider for themſclves , that rhe 


horſe who killed her, and all her apparcll and jewels, by the caſtome and royalty of their City, 


w-re devolved and forfeit:d to their jurifdiftion z to which cff:C& they cauſe her Rings, Chains, 
and Bracel:ts to be taken from her, and then her pockets likewiſe to be carcfully ſearcher for 
Gold and Jewels; ſo as murther cannot be long concealed or undeteftcd 3 we may therefore 
here behold che wonderfull Providence , and {ingular juſtice of God, for in one of her pockets 
they find, folded up in a rich cat-work handkerchit; the laſt letter which her Husband Don Fur 
an had written and lent her from Madrid; at the ſight of this letter one of theſe Corigadors is 
deſirous ro have it read publikely , but che other ( being more haman and reſpeive to the 
concealing of Lydics ſecrets , which many times prove that of their honours) he contradiQs 
3t, till at laſt God enlightning their judgments, and prompting and inſpiring their hearts 
| that che peruſall ofthis Lerter might ( peradventure import and report ſomething whenh 

| | mignt 
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might tend co his ſervice , and conduceto his glorys they fall then on a medium betwixe both 
their opinions, and ſo withdrawing chemſclves to a privat Chamber , they there ſecretly o're= 
read this Letter, wherein with admiration and amazement they underſtand of the obſceric A- 
daltery and Inceſt of Idiaques with this his Daughter in law Afzrſiliia , which was the cauſe 
of her Hiisband Don Ina his abſence from her in Spain: Bur ar length when they proceed far- 
ther therein, and ſo tall upon theſe words of Don Inan to her in this his Letter; 1 do as mach 
grieve as T both a oubt and fear thou rejoyceſt at thy handmaid Mathurina's death ; and a; 1 am ig- 
orant of the manner, ſo if my Father and thy © ſelf have been the cauſe thereof, you have then all the 
reaſens of the worl4 to believe, that God will in the end puniſh it to your confuſion 3 then ( led by 
the Spirit of God) they both concurr in one opinion, that this their Adultery , and this Mur- 
ther of Mathurina did not only firmly refle&, but equally take hold both on 14aques and 
Marſilia, and therefore that this her late deplorable and difaſtcrous end, was only a blow from 
God, and the very true fore-runner , and undoubted Harbinger of bis own to come, When re- 
ſolving to ſeize and impriſon 1d:aques as ſoon as he ſhould arrive thither to Coimbraz The 

huſbing up this Lztter and bufincls in their own boſoms, do then hold ir fit to ſend for Mar- 
fillia's foot-man Piſcator to come to them, which he ſpeedily doth. They carefully enquire of 
him if hisdead Lady had not ſometimes a waiting Gentlewoman nam=:d Mathurixa , he an- 
ſwered them yes, and that {h2 was lately murrhered in the ſtreets of Saint Saviours, and that 
her murtherers were as yet unknown : They demand of him again whoſe Daughter ſhe was 3 
he informs them chat her Father is a Gzntleman who dwels in Saint Saviours , and that his 
name is Seignior Pedro de Caſtello, which being as much as they ſought for ; pareng their 
ſervants to watch over this toor-man, that he mighs nor eſcape to give thelcaft inkling of 


\ thzir demands ro his old Maſter 14iaques, rhey preſently ſend away Poaſt to Saint Savionrs for 


Caſtello, and (in honour to Juſtice) theſe two Corigadors as Chriſtian Magiftratcs , having 
put all rhings in order for the vindication of the truth of theſe deplorable matttrs, that 
very night I4:aques arrives at Coimbra, and deſcends from his Coach to the houſe of one of 
theſe Corigadors, where the dead body of his daughter Marfillia lay 3 ar whoſe mournfull 
fight , as ſoon as his paſſtonat gricf and ſorrow had cauſed him to ſh:d and Cacrifice many ri- 
volets of tears, when he leaſt dreams or thinks thereof , theſe ewo Corigadors cauſe him to 
be ſeized on, and inſtantly commit him cloſe priſoner, without acquainting him with the cauſe 
hereof; where all that night his guilty hzart and conſcience (as ſo many Ficnds and Furies) af _ 
ſucing him that ic was for poyſoning of his own Lady Honoriz ; there horor and terrour, gricf, 
and deſpair, and anguith, do a their ſeverall parts upon the Theatre of his ſoul, | 
The next morn Caſtello (Mathurina's Father ) likewiſe arrives at Coimbra, to whom the 
Corigadors communicate this Letter of Dox Tuan to his wife > which he ſent her from Spaing 
wherein they tell him the murther of his Daughter Mathuriza ſeems probably and ſtrongly to 
refl:& upon Idiaques , and his daughter-in-law Marſillia, when they farther acc uainting him 
with her tragicall death, as alio with his impriſonment , Caftello ( with a world of tears and 
cries ) cxclaims, that undoubtedly they were the authors , if not the aCtors of his daughters 
lamencable murther , and ſo very paſlionatly and forrowtully craves juſtice of them on Idzaques 
forthe ſame, which they are as willing to grant and p:rform , as heto defire : So after din- 
ner in the publike Tribunall of Juſtice, they ſend for 14:aques legally and juridically there to 
appear bctore them 3 where this ſorrowtull Father (with much paſſion, and more tcars)doth 
ſtrongly accuſe him for the murther commitred and perpetrated on his daughter Mathurinaz 
the which 14:29es with many high and tour anſwers denicth ; he allegerh many oilie words, 
and ſagred and f\ken phraſes , to juſtific and Apologizz his innocencic : Which theſe Coriga- 
dors (1:d by the fingar of God) hold rather co be farr more ayrie than ſolid, and farr more 
plautible than reall or true 3 ſo they (ill rem:mbring bis Son Den Fuazs Letter to his Wife 
Marſillia) do (without regard to his quality or agc) adjudge him tothe Rack. The' which 
I4;aques ( fearing infinitly more the murther of his own Lady Honoria, than that of Mathue- 
rina ) cndures the tortures and torments thereof with a forticude and reſolution farr beyond 
his ſtrengrh and age, and wich an admirable conſtancic ſtands firmly rothe deniall of this fa& 
and accuſation 3 fo ſ[ceing the Rack taken away, and himſelffrom the Rack, he is therefore 
very confident and joytull, that his danger is likewiſe o'repaſt and o'reblown -: But theſe vaig 
hopes of his will yet both deceive, and in the end betray him, foras yet bis conſcience hath 


, tot made peace with God. For the griets and ſorrows ofthis mournſull Father for this lamen- 


table murther of his daughter have now made him both jinduftrious in his ſolicitation, 
and religious in this his proſecution againſt Idiaques towards theſe Corigadors, to 
whom again hee becomes an carneft, and yes an humble. Petitioner , that they will 
five him cight dayes time more eo fortific his accuſation', and that all that time he ma 
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| 138 Gods Revenge againſt Viuriher Book IV. 
fill cemain Priſoner wichouc Bail or Surety 3 which they finding reaſonable , and cunſa- 
nance to all c<quiry and law, they freely granc hin. When Cajiello having God for his Coun< 
{cllor , and whom in a (mall time Idraques ſhall find for his Judge, calling tro mind ſome 
words of his deccaſed D-ughter touching the ſuſpicion of poyſoning her old Lady by her 
H.asband, to make way for this macch wich Dex Fan, he duth no more accuſe him for mure 
thering of his daughter Mathurina 3 bur ſome twodaies after he frames and preſcnis a new 
Inditcment and accuſation to his Judges againlt, him ', for poyſoning his old wite the La- 
dy Hondria. Which theſe Judges admiring and wondering at, they then partly,nay al noft con- 
fidgntly believe, that there is ſome great crime, and foul ta in this bulineſs againlt Idiagues , 
which God wil! in fine dete& and bring to light, by the ſolicitation and j:1duttry ot this hone 
poor Gentleman Cajtells, So they admit zgain of his ſ:cond Inditement againſt him , and by, 
'yertue hereof convent him b:fore them at cheir Trivunall of Juſt'c:. | 

Idiaques underitanding hereof, his guilty conſcicnce now denounceth ſuch thundering pealy 
of tcar and amaz:ment to his oallal heart and trembling ſoul, as they will give no peace ei- 
ther to himſclt or to them 3 and the Devil!,who had cver heretofore promiſed him his beſt aid 
and. aſlittance , now flics from him, and I:avcs him to ſtand or fall ro himſelf : And her: ir is 
that his courage b:gins to fail him , and that his fear and ſhame is almoſt reſolved and rexdy 
to proclaim himſclt guilty of chis.his Jalt and worſt a: cauſation, the poyſoning of his own Wite 
the Lady Honoria ; But again the hope of lite is yet ſo ſweer to him , as the icar of death is 
diſplcaling and bitter, and therefore (with a wretched reſolution, ard a miferablz contidence 
he again artificially endeavoureth to blear the cycs of theſe his Judges , with his chicicit E'o- 
quence,& lweetelt Oratory ;3 who having given hint his full carceer to ſpzak in his own detence 
and juſtification, when they pzrfe&ly knew he yet ſpake not one valuable word or r-afon, 
either to detend or juſtific himſelf; Then one of theſe clear- fighted Corigadors ( in the bchalf 
of both of chem) returns him this grave reply and pious cxhortation. 

| Thar as they haye not the will to accuſe him, ſo they havh not the means or power to excuſe 
him, for being (ac leaſt) acc:fſary to both, or cither of theſe murchers, of his Lady Hyaoria, 
or Mathurixs ; that the ſydd:n death of the firſt, and the violent and unfgimely one of the 
laſt, the voluntary abſence of his Scn Do#u Fran in Spain , with his killing) of Petez ther:, 
and now the fearfull and lamentable end of his daughter-in-law, Marſi!ia £ whoſe body is yer 
unburicd, and her blood ſcarce co'd) Icft a dangerous refl:xion, and a pefhhicious ſuſpicion on 
his life and aCtions, at leaſt of Adultery and Inceſt , ifnor of Murther ( Fhercof his Son Don 

uans Letter which he writ to his Wife Marſillia,which they have there toſh:w, is a molt 

rong and pregnanewirneſs ) and that the leaſt of theie crimes are capaſſle to ruine a greater 
perſonage|than himſclf. That he could caſt no wiſt of deluſion before gods eyes , though he 
artificially endeavoured and labourcd to caſt a veil before theirs. ThaSthe ſh-dding of inno- 
cent blood was a crying Sin, which defpighc of ſorcery and of hell wo (Gods ern Y. 
draw down vengeance to Earth from Haven on their Authors. That Yhe were Failry Tt his 
accuſation, he had no bctcer plea than contelſion , nor fater remed an reP<ntance. Thar 
contririon 1s the truc mark, of a true Servant of God, and though” all to Nature and Sin 
as being men , yet we ſhafLric again to grace aud righteouſneſs p#Veing Chriſtians. That 
to deriy our crimes, is to augment them,a nd conf:quzntly their puniſhments, both in E:rih, 
and in H:1], and chat as not a Chriſtian, bat an Ingdz1]l , who would attempt to fave his 
= with the loſs of his ſoul , wich many other rcligious cxhorcations concurring and locking 

at Way. . 

Bur all this , notwithſtanding, 14iaques his Fitch and Conſcience, was yet fo flrong with 
Satan, and therefore ſo weak with God, that h& left no excuſe , policy or evaſion unir vented 
to blear the eycs of theſc Corigadors, and fo to make his innocency to paſs current with them. 
But his eloquence and afſcv: rations cannot prevail with the ſolidity ot their Judgements, for 
God will not ſuff:r them to be led a way with words, nor ſeduced ordeluded with ſhadows: 

-Eir from tho Emremmference ofetrenmntances — they now flic to the centre of truth, and co the 
Author and giver, yeato the life and ſoul ther: of, God. So they again adjudge him to the rack 
for his ſecond accuſation of Murther, as they formerly had done to him for his firſt. Ar the 
pronouncing of which ſentence , If we may judge of his heart by his face , he ſeemed cobe 
much afflifted, appallcd and daunted, which his Judges perceiving, before they expoſe him to | 
his torments, they in Honour to his Age and quality, but farr more to Truth” and Juſtice, 
( whom they know to bexwo Daughters of Heaven } they now hold it a point of Charity 
and Picty to ſend him two Divines to his Priſon to. work upon his Conſcience and Soulz, 
which they do: And God in the depth of his goodneſs, and the richneſs his mercy gs 
was ſo mecrcifully propitions and indulgent to him, that he added ſuch cthcacy, 
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to their perſwaſions, and power to their exhorcetions, as at the very ſight of the rack , he witch 


tcars in his eyes , than there confeſſ:d unto them, Thar he was innocent of Matkarinaes mur- 
ther, but guilty of poyſoning his own wite the Lady Honoria, for the which he faid he mok 
heercily and forrowtully repented himfclt. Whereupon his Judges (and th: reſt preſentJad- 
miring wich wonder and praiftng God with admiration for the detcQion »f this his foul blous 
dy and lamentable crime, they pronounce fentence againit him. Thar tor expiation thereof, 
he at cight of the clock the next morning , ſhall have his hzad cur off at the place of common 
exccution in that Town, When Id:aqres, who(yzr adhered ſo much to Saran ) that he could 
never be develted of his fins before he were firſt deprived of his finſull life , doth yer ſtill flacter 
himſelf with ſome furcher hope of life, and ſo he appeals from the judgment and ſentence of 
this Court of Coimbra to that of Saxtarem, as being native and reſident thereof; as alſo becauſe 
he committed his murther there, tor which they Cnor his competent Judges )adjudged him to 
death : Whercat alchough the Corigadors of Coimbra tor the preſervation of the privileges of 
their Court and Town, do odſtinatly expoſe and vehemently conteſt ir, yerat laſt well knowy- 
ing , and being conſcious with themſelves, that ſmaller Towns and Courts in Porrrgall are 
bound and (ubject to dep:nd of the greater 3 They therefore making a vzrtue of neceſſity, and 
contenting thetmfelves to give way ro that which they cannct remedi-,do ordain that Idzaques 
ſhould bz conveighed and tryed a: Sarfarem. 

Bur yet before they ſuffer himco depart their Town, they in honour to Juſtice, in wiſdome 
to themſelves,and in repatation to their Town and Court, do ſcrioully and religiouſly charge 
him in the name and fear of God to d:clare truly to them, whether his nnburied Daughter in 
Law Ma!fillia were not likewiſe acccf{ary with him in poyſoning his Wife, the Lady Hono- 
ria, which at firft he ſtrongly denics to them. Bur then they ſend away tor the two Divines 
who had formerly dealt with h'm & his Conſcience in Priſon, who exhort bim to carry a whire 
and candid foul to Heaven , and threaten him with ch= rorments of Hell fire if he donot. When 
with fighes and tears, he confef-th that to them, and that ic was he himſelf who adminſtred 
that poyſon to his wife, but that his daughter in Law Marſillia bought it for»bim,. So theſe 
Judges upon the validity of this free and ſolemn confeſſionJin deteftation of this hee laimentable 
crime, do reverently reſolve to ſecond, and glorifi: God in his Judgements towaids Htkganc 
therefore they preſently condemn her dead body to be burnt that afternoon in the lar 
ſtreer, the common place of execution , which accordingly is then and there performe 


Tin 


preſence of a great concourſe of people, who infinitly rejoyce that God ſo miraculouſly de- * 


Rroyed the litc, and their Judges the body of fo cx:crable a female Monſter 

By this time we muſt allow, and imagin thatold Lecher, and new. murtherer Idiaques (by 
vertue of hls appeal ) is brought ro his own City of Santerem, and [ think cither with a ridi- 
culous hop: or a prophane and impious reſolution to fee whether God will punifir hint there 
with death, or the D:vill preſerve and fave him from it. He hath many friends in this Court, 
who are both great and powerfall, and therefore builds all his hopes of life , on this recling 
quickſand, this ſnow, this nothing, that his great cſtare of mony and lands will undoubtedly a& 
wonders with chem for his pordon. B.t fill he hopes , becauſe {till the D-vill deceives himz He 
is arrived here at Santarem , where this fair City which might heretofore have proved his de- 
light and glory, is now reſerved for his ſhame, and appointed and deſtined for his confufions 
They cannot brook the f1ght, much Icfs the cohabitation and compan@df ſuch monſters of na« 
ture, and devills incarnat of mien , who glory in making themſelves guilty of theſe foul finnes, 
and crying crimes. Adultery, Inceſt, Murther. So that Idiaques ( who hath made himſelf a 
principall of this number , anda monſter of Art in theſe fins ) thinking herein Santarem to find 
more mercy and pity during his lite , {hill find Iefs of both of them after his death, For the cri= 
minall Jadges of this Court who reverence and honour Juſtice , b:canſe Juſtice doth daily and 
reciprically perform the like to them , do confirm the ſentence of Coimbra , that the next morn 
he (h3ll Toſc his head, bur in deteftation and ex:cration of theſe foul and bloody crimes, they 
add this clauſe and condition thereto, that both his head and body ſhall be afterwards burnt, 
and his aſ(hzs thrown in the airc, which'gives matter of talk and admiration, not only tro $ax- 
tarex,, but to all Portugall. And thus moſt penſively and diſconſolately is 1d4iaquos reconveyed to 
his priſon where Church-men are ſent him by the Judges of that Court,to dire his ſoul in her 
light and tranſfiguration from carth to Haaven, whom they find ( or at leaſt they make ) 
very humble], mournfull , and repentant., According to which ſentence he Is the nexc 


morning brought to the place of cx:cution , which for the greater example ard terrour 


to others, and of ignominy to himiſelfe , was' before his own houſe, wherein 
he had aft:d and prrpztrated all his enormous crimes... Where the Scaffold is no 
faoner erected , but there flock an .infiric nn ber of pcople from all-parts of the City, 
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to be ſpeCtators of this latt (cene of his Tragedy. H- came to the Scaftoldtbetween two Fris 

ars) ina ſutc of black Taff:ta , a Gown of black wrought tuff Taffcta, and a great white ſer 

| Ruff, which yer could aot be whiter than his brozd B:ard : At his afcent on the Scafi3Id, his - 

{ Grave aſp:& and preſence engendered as much ſorrow and pity, as his b-aſtly crimes did des 

1 tcſtation in the hearts aud tongues of the people, ro whom ( atter be had a ſhort tie rnceled 

| - down andprayed ) he made a ſhort ſpeech to'rhis c ffCt. | 
13 | That although the poyſoning of his own Wife, and his adultery with his Sons wites/ were 
crimes ſo odious and cx:crable , as had made him unworthy any longer either ro. tread on . 
x earth;/or to look up unto Hcaven, yet although he deſerved no tavour of his Judges for his 
bodic', he hambly repented,and begged ſome of God for his ſoul; and for th? more «c tk &uall 
18 obtaining thereot , he zcaloufly pray:d all thoſe who were preſcnt to joyn their prayers to his, 

He confefſ:d that it was Marſitza”s beauty, which firſt (at the inftigation of the D-vill)lcew'him 
to that adultery with her, and this poyſoning of his own wife Hoxoria, whercot fromhis heart 
and ſoul, he now affirmcd he.implored remiſſion of God, of the Law , of his Son Don Juan,and 
of all the world, and praycd them all to be more godly and leſs fintull,by his cxamplezand fo 
kneeling. down and praying a little while to him (elf, heroſe up, and purtirg eFhis Gown, 

_ Ruff, and Dublec, which he gave to the Exccutioner , he binding his head*and eyes with hig 
Handkerchif , bade him do his office, * which he preſently performed, and, with one blow 
of the Sword, made'a pzrpetuall double divorce betwixt his head and his ſhoulders , his body | 
and his ſoul? whenpreſcntly,according to his ſentence, both his head and his body were then © 
and there burnt and conſumed to fire, ard his aſh:s thrown into the ayre, 

. And this was the deplorable life and death of De Perez, Idiaques,and Marſilia, of whom the 
ſpeators (according to their ſeverall humours and aff-&ions )ſpake diverſly , all condemning 
the bloudy cruelty of De Perez towards innocent Mathurixa, and of Idiaques towards his ver- 
tuous wife Honoria. Again, ſome piticd,-and others execrated Marfillia's youth, beauty , and 
laft ; buc both ſcx2s, and all degrees of people (as ſo many lines terminating in one” Center )' 
magnified che.proyidence and Juſtice of God,in ſo miraculouſly and condignly cutting off theſe - 
monit wreand bloudy butchers of mankinde. 

Me artolicy of the Reader will yet farther enquire , what afterwards became of 
$The reports of him are different, for at firſt I heard that his diſcontent and grief 
WITS pres, yea, ſo cxtream for the death of his Parents and wife , that he cloiftered himſelf ® 
+ Upa Capuchin Fryer in their Monaftery at Madrid: So contrariwiſcl have fincecredibly been 
enformed, that he ſhortly after theſe diaſters left Spain, and fill lives'in Santaremin Portugall 
in great honour , welfare, and proſperity ; But which oftheſe his reſolutions are moſt incli- 
ning and adherent to the truth, it paſſcth beyond my knowledge, and therefore ſhall come too 
ſhort of my afticmation. 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex 


X C ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XVvIL 


Harconre fleals away bis brother Vimoryes wife Maſſcrina , and keeps her in Adultery ; Sbe hireth 
 Tivoly ( an Italian Mountrebank ) to peyſon La Precovertc, who was Harcourts wife ; Har» 
s Court kills his brother Vimory, and then Marries his widow Maffcrina ; Tivoly is hanged for @ 
Robbery, and at his Execution accuſerh Mailcrina, for hiring hin to poyſon La Precoverte, for 

the which ſhe is likewiſe hanged 3 Nocl (who was Harcourts man) 0n his death+bed ſuſpefteth, 

and accuſeth his ſaid Maſter for. killing of bis: brother Vimory, whereof Harcourt being found 2 

'. guilty, he is broken alive on a Wheel for the ſame. x >. 


M” being the Workmanſhip , and Figurative Image -of God , what an odious fin, yea, _ 
what an exccrable crime is it theretore for one (out of the heat of his malice or fumes, "h#- x 
of tus revenge) to poyſon , or murther another, ſich Nature doth frrongly. impugn, and. Ry 
Grace ( with a high hand) infinicely contradif iq! Therefore were not our hearts and undeys, 
ſtandings either wholly deprived of: Common fence, or our ſouls of the gracious afliftance: : 
favour of God, w2 would not thus ſo furioully and? prophanely make our ſclves guilty; ofthe 
lofernal fins, but rather { wich our be endeavours) would: feck ro avoid them as. Hell 
and ( with our moſt pious reſolutions) to. hate. and: deteſt them as the Dayil hiy WF" 

who is the prim2 Aachor and Aﬀor thereof. But ſome fuch Monſters of Naw, 1 and' i. 


ples of Scan there are here, on Exrch. A fearful and lamentable Example,- = vi : 
eluing Hiftory will ſh:w us. The: which may all good Chriftians read ro Godaglory, an, re» © / 
Member to che iaftruftion of their Souls, "37 Bd HUM 
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trary. 

But before I wade farther in the fiream and current of this Hiſtory , 1 mnſt firſt de- 
Clare , that by the death of Yimery the Father, and by the cuſtom of France, we 
maſt now wholly abandon and take away the title of Hautemnt from the ſecond 
brother , futurcly to give him chat of Harcourt the cldeft , and that from Harcourt the 
eldeſt, to give him that of Vimory their Father, for (by the right and vertue of the 
premiſcd Reaſons) theſe are now become their proper names and appcHatiom s which cc 
Reader is prayed to obſcrve and remember. 

A yearand half is not fully expired and paſt away fince their father paſt from Earth to Hea® 
ven, but the eldeſt brother Monſieur de Vimory being cxtreamly ambitious and covetoun of 
wealth, and underſtanding that a rich Counccllor of the Court of Parliament of Diion, named 
Monſieur de Baſigni was dead, and had left a very rich widow (of ſome forty years of age) 
named Adadamoyſelle Maſſerina, he carneſtly ſecks her in marriage. She is of (ſhort ſtature, cor- 
pulent and fat, of a coal-black hair, and if fame towards her be a true and not a tacling god- 
defs, ſhe hath, and (till is, a lover of Yexus , and a Votarcſs who often ſacrificeth- ro Cus 
pids laſcivious Altarsand Shrines. Harcourt is very averſe and birter againſt this match for 
his brother. They have many fcrious Conſultations hereon : He alledgeth ro him 
the incquiliry of her age and birth in compariſon of his, her corpulency, the ill-get- 
ting of h:r Hutbands goods, who was held to be a corrupt Lawyer, and (as the voice of 
the world went) who gained his wealth by the tears apd curſes of many of his ruined 


and decayed Clients 3 and when he ſaw that nothing would prevail to diſſwade his bro-" 


ther from her , he rounds him in his car, that it was ſpoken and brutcd in Dijon , that 
ſh: ws nor as chaſte as rich, nor fo continent as covetousz Vimory is all enraged here- 
aty and chargeth -Harcourt his brocher to name the Reporters of this foul ſcandal vomited 
forth (quat" he) againſt che vercues and honour of chaſte Maſſerina : Harcourt replice, that 
1-- (@: wh © BE. Rt Ks +75 5+ Unnn know) Ee, much leſs WPOnN belict; fo / _ 
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Hiſt XVII, Harcourt and Meſſerina. bs. | 243 ; 


being wilfully deaf to his brothers advice and requeſts,(and preferring Maſſerine's wealth to her © © 
honeſty ) he marries her. Bur ſhe is ſo wiſe for her ſelf, as firlt (both by promiſe and contraQ) 
ſhe ties him to this condition 3 that he ſhall reccive all her Rents, which are ſome twelve hime 
dred Crownes per Az#num, ſhe to put her ready moniey to Ule into whoſe hands ſhe pleaſeth, and 
he alſo to have the one half of the intercſt money , bur the Principall Rill to remain in her own 
right , propricty, and poſſcſſton, and as wellin her life as death, to be-wholly at her owndiſ- 

fing. | 

N 4 long after Harcourt being at a great Wedding (of a Gentleman his Coufin German ) at 
the City of Troyes (in Campagne) he there at the balles (or publike dancing )eſpies a moſt ſweee 
& beautifull young Genelewoman whom he preſently fancieth and afficGts for his Wife : He. en+ 
quires what ſhe is,and finds her to be named Madamoyſelle Lay Precoverte, Daughter to an Aged 
Gentleman of that Ciry, tearmed Adoyſieur de la Vaquery. Harcourt courts the Daughter, ſecks 
the Father, finds the firſt willing, and the ſecond defirous, but.at Jaſt he plainly and honeſtly 
informes Harcourt, that his Daughters chicfcſt wealth, arc her vertues and beauty z that he hath 4 
not much Land, and lefſe Money ; that he hath two great ſuits of Law for ſtore of Lands de- a 

ing in the Parliament of Dion , which promiſe him ſtore of money, and that he will fu- - "1 

turely impart a great part thereof to him, if he will marry his Daughter , che which (for the 
preſent.) he tcls him, he is content to make good and confirm to him both by bond and contraQt; 
Harcourt loves his fair young Miftrifſe Le Precoverte ſo tenderly and dearly , as he is ready to | 
eſpouſe her, on thoſe tcarmes, but he will firft acquaitit his brother Vimory therewith, and take 
his advice therein. Fimory informs his brother Harcourt, that he knows Monfieur De V aquery; 
of Troyes, to be a very ou Gentleman, that moſt of his lands are morgaged out, and in great 
danger never to he redeemed; that his Law ſuics are as uncertain, as the following thereof 
chargeable. Harcourt extols the beauty of La Precoverte to him to the skie 3 Vimory replies, 
that beauty fades and withers with a ſmall time, & that thoſe who prefer it to wealth, arc many 
times enforced to feed on repentance 'in ſtead of content and joy, and to look poverty in the A 
face inſtead of proſperity. But'Harcourt having deeply ſerled his affetion on Le Precoverte; | 
he rejeAteth this truc and wholeſome counſel of his brother, and fo marries her : When fo 
ting his former promiſe to his brother, he in a ſmall time, turnes a you P abandon- 
eh himſclt to al filthy vices, and beaftly courſe of life , and as a moſt debauched and gracelefſc 
Husband (within one year) he forno cauſe quarrelleth very often with this his fair and dear 
Wife, then whom, ncither Champagne nor Burgundie had a more beautifull or vertuous young 
Gentlewoman ; ſhe was of tature call and {I:nder, ofa bright flaxen hair, a gracious eye, a mo« 
d:{t countenance, a pure Lillic-roſeat complexion, of a milde nature, and ſweet diſpoſition, 
reſpectfully courteous to all the world, and exceedingly devour and Religious towards God, as 
perpetually making it her praftiſe, delight, and glory, to confume a great part both of her time 
| and of her (elf in prayer, and in the ſervice of God. 
; And although {hz were formerly ſought for in marriage by many as good Gentlemen as Har- 
court, yet ſh: could fancynone, nor aff.& any man for her Husband bur himſelf. Never Wife was | 
more carefull or more defircous to pleaſe a Husband than ſz, and as (for one whole year) it was 
her former content. and joy to ſec him to bea provident, kind, and loving Hutband to her, fo 
now it is her matchlcfſc grief and calamity, to ſee his good nature perverted, his Reſolutions 
tranſported, and his Aﬀe&ions drowned in debauched and vicious Company. She leaves no 
ſweer advice, nor courteous Requeſts and Perſwafions unattempted to reclaim him from theſe 
his foul vices of Drunkennefſe, Swearing, Dicing, cvill Company, and Whoredome z for of 
no ef: ſins in quality, nor fewer in number, ſhe (with extream grief and ſorrow) ſees him to 
tobe guilty : Bur all this will not prevaile, no not her infinit tears and fighes which many 
times ſhe ſpends and ſheds to him both at boord and bed, yea, and ſometimes on her knees, bun 
fill (with a wretched violence, and ſinfull impetuofity ) he gocs on in his vicious courſcs,, and 
ungodly life and converſation; neither caring for his health, or hjs cſtatc and meanes , bug 
willfully ncgleRts the firſt, and prodigally waſtes and conſumes the 


d, whercat ſhe wons ' 
derfully grieverh and lamenteth. She often requeſtethVimory hisbrother, and Le V «query her 
Father to perſwade and divert him from theſe his ungodly courſes and enormous vices, which 
=" | Qircatens noleffe than the utter ruine, and inevitable ſhipwrack of all their fortunes : but they 
at | likewiſe cannot prevaile', although his brother /imory (with whom on: doe and (ojourn} 
= {| cveryhour and time he ſecs him, do ftrongly deal and labour with him to that cffet: For now 
he giving noJimits to his vices and rodiealdin, he ſcls away his Lands pcece-maley wherear his 
brother /imory ftormeth and rageth againſt him , and his vertuous ſweet Wife maſt pitifully - 
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7 wo and lamentecth. But as a baſe Gentleman, and'a moſt unkind and 


d, he laughs at her tcarcs, fmileth at her 
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' both them and her {clf, And ic now falling out, that La V aquery her F ather-lofing both of bis 


Law ſuits at Dion, where they (by the votes and: ſentence of chat Court of. Parliament ) are 


adjudged againſt! him, whereby he was utterly ruined both in his hopes and cftate for cyer y 
Harcourt hereat fo {lights and negleCts his Wife, as he tearmes her beggars brat, threatnethtg 
ſcnd her hometo' Troyes to her Father , and ſetting all at randome, cares not what becomey 
cither of himſelf ar her, who poor ſweer Gentlewoman is fo extreamly afflicted, and as it were 
weighed down with all theſe calamirics and miſerics (eſpecially with the vices and diſcourte. 
fics of her Husband) as in her heart ſhe daily wiſheth, and in her ſoul hourly praycth unto Sod, 
that ſhe were out of this life, and in Heaven, infinitly lamenting , and a thouſand times a d 
repenting that ever it was her hard fortune to ſee her Husband, and her woetull chance co marry 
him. But how to remedy or redrefſc theſe her miſcries ſhe knows not. 

For now do her Husbands vices and prodigalitics make him daily grow poorer and poorer; 
in. ſo much (as inleffe than three years) he is become the ſhame of himſelf, the contempt of hig 
encmics, the pitty of his Friends and Kinsfolkes, and the cxtream grict of his ſweet and: dear 
Wife, ſo that he hath well necr ſpent all,and almoſt left nothing to maintain himſelf, much Jef 
to maintain her, whoſe griefes are ſo great , and forrowes ſo infinit, as her Roſeat Checkes 
look now thiwand palc, her ſweet cycs are become obſcure and dim, yea, and info pitifull 
andlamentable a manner, that ſhe falls exceeding]y fick, and her diſcontent and difconſolation 
is: almoſt ſo remedileſ, as ſhe would, but cannot be comforted, for that her Husband whom ſhe 
thought would hove proved the argument ot her ſoy and Proſperity , is now become the cauſe 
her cndlefſe grief, and the objc& of her matchleſ(s calamity and miſery. . Thus leaving her ſor» 
rowes, {ighs and tears, to be diminiſhed through time , or diftipated and defaced by God, 
The order of our Hiſtory invites and conjures me now again to ſpeak of this her baſe and de- 
bauched Husband,who hath many beaftly and bloody parts to aft herein. 

W hoſe lewd life and prodigalitics enforcing him now to behold poverty, becauſe heretofore 
he difdained to look on trugality and providence : Sceing his wealth waſted, -his lands eicher 
ſold or morgaged, himſclt forſaken of his Brother and Friende, his reputation loft, his debrg 

- greats his Creditors many, and who now began to grow cxtream clamourous and {candelous to 
him: He -knowes not which way to look , or how or where to turn himſelf, tofiad out ſome 
invention and meancs to repair the decayes and ruines of theſe his miſerable fortunes , and fo to 
bear up and ſcrew himſelf again into the cye and repute of the world. When his neceſſity gaining 

pon his heart and nature, and Satan upon his Conſcience and Soul, he knowing hls Brothers 
Wie Maſſerinato be rich and wanton, he will become ſo untaithfull to his own Wife , ſo in- 
gratefull and creacherons to his own Brother, and ſo diſhonourable and ignoble to himſclh, as to 
attempt to gain her aff &ion from him and to draw her to his own I:wd and laſcivious defires, 


wherconhis irregular hopes did more than partly grow conhdecnt, becauſe he flatters himſelf 


with this true, yet fooliſh belief, that as he was ſeven years the younger, 10 he was twice ſeven 
times a propercr man than his Brother. When taking time at advantage, as his Brother and her 
Husband Vmory were rid to D:z0x,he finding her in a wondertull pleaſant humour, znd cxceeds 
ingly diſpoſed tobe merry,when (God knows) his own ſweet and forrowtul Wite,was( accor- 
ding to her frequent cuſtome )diſconſolately at her prayers and book ih her «wn chamber, 8& her 
doore ſhut to her, then, then I ſay, he taking his ſaid Siſter in Law Maſſerina to a window ina 
ivate Parlor, he there (for himſelf, or the D:vill for him) breaks his mind to her, and isfo 
ar from ſhame, as heglorics to make her acquainted with his deep afte&ion,and laſcivions ſuit 
to her : Neicherdoth he faile of his hopes, or they of his voluptuous dcfires, for he findes this 
his Sifter in Law ſo diſhoneftly prepared , and fo luſtfully reſolved and diſpoſed to grant him 
his deſires, that ſcaling her aff:&ion to him with many ſmiles , as he did his to her with more 
kiſſcs,ſhe is ſo impudentyſo gracelefic,as at this his weary firſt motion,ſhe vowes to him the hath 
not the power todeny him any thing, and: therefore moſt cheerfully and willingly gives him 
her heart and her fclf, and he doth the like to her , which they muteally ratific and confirm 
berween them with mar private kiſſcs, and amorous daliances, as alſo with many ſecret 
protcſtations, and ſolemn oathes : Bur becauſe Satan is , therefore God will not be preſentat 
this their vicious contraGt, and laftivious combination. 
' Thus Harcourt and hisSifter in Law Maſſerine, having no regard to their honours or reputa- 
tions, to their Hearts or Conſcicnces, to their Soules or toGod, he pollutes his Brothers bed 


in poſſcfling his Wits body ,- and makes it both his delight and praftice to defile and concamis 
nate his glory, inthat ofherſliame, and ofhis own infamy.And now his pockets and p__ 
I, 


again fill'd and cram'd with cojn, for he gives her kifſcs for her gold, and ſhe returnes 
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Hict.X VII. Harcourt and «Maſfſerina, 24 


_ for his kifſes. Hereupon he puts himſelf again into new &rich > © pow yet is ſo baſezunkind, 
[ 


and ingratcfull to his own ſweet and vertuous Wife , that he will give ber neither gold nor new 
apparell, but permits her togo in her old. But to add more miferics to her miſery, and more 
new gricfcs and calamities to her old (becauſe (he is cqually an cyc-ſore both to himſelf and 
to her ) he will no longer permit her to live with him, that he may the more often and the more 
freely and ſecurely familiariz: with his old Siſter, or rather now wirh his new love Maſſerina t 
So ( without any regard to her birth, or reſpet to ber youth and verrues, or without conſide= 
ring that God hath made her his Wife, and therefore the other half of himſelf ) he ſends her 
home to her father at Troyes, giving her but a poor little Nagge, and a ragged foot-boy, onel 

with ſo much money as could hardly carry her hither, giving her ncither money nor apparell,; 
nor any thing elſe which was beſecming or fit for her , although through the black and obſcure 
clouds of his vices and ingratitude, the bright and relucent Sun-beames of her excellent perfeAti- 
ons and vertucs in her (clf, and of her conſtant affeCtion to him, will for ever moſt radiently 
reſplend and ſhine to all the world, eſpecially to thoſe who had the honour to know her living, * 
or who ſhall now or hereafter reade her Hiſtory after her death. And never were thoſe her 
ſweet perfeAions and vertues eicher more conſpicuous and glorious 'in her, than now at her en« 
forced exilc, and ſorrowfull baniſhment and deparcurz from h:r Husbard : For although he 
were cruely unkinde, or unkindely cruecll to her , yet knowing and confid:ring him to be hee 
Hasband, ſhe therefore holds it her dary@nd conſcience ſtill to attend and wait on him as bis 
Wife, and not, cither ſo ſoon or ſo ſuddenly to ſeparate her ſelf trom him. When her eyes ſee, 
her judgement knowes , her heart doubts , and her ſoul feares, that then more rhan cver his 
vices wanted her prayers, and his fins her vertnues and preſence, to ſeek torefifie and reform 
them. But although ſhe deſcended ſo low from her felt to him in her aff=Ction and humility, as 
with bitter ſighs and cearcs to caſt her ſelf on her knees to beg and requeſt him z that (as by the 
lawes of marriage and nature, and of conſcience and grace) the was ob!iged and bound, fo that 
{he might cnjoy the content and happinefſ= to Jive and dic with him, being infinitely contented, 
and extreamly defirous, as ſh: then affirmed, (and again and again repeated and confirmed to 
him) to participate and bear her part and ſhare, aswell in his poverty as proſperity, yet he (as 
an ignoble Gentleman, 8a baſe & vicious Husband ) having wholy taken away his heart and at- 
fcftion from this his ſweet and vertuous Wite Lay Precoverte, and tully and abſolutely given it 
co his laſcivious ſiſter-In: law Maſſeriza, he (I ſay ) is ſo heard hearted,ingratefull and treacher- 
ous towards her (as without any reſpe& to her tcarcs, or regard to her prayers) he will no way 
permit herto live with him in St. Simplician or Sexs , at his Brothers , nor yet vouchſafe to be 
pleaſed to go & livewich her at Troyes at her Fathers:But here we may obſerve his malice in his 
diidain,and his diſdain in his malice towards this dear and ſweet young Gentlewoman his wife, 
(of whom God knowes, and the world ſecs, he is no way worthy) for he will grant her neither 
of theſe her two moſt reaſonable and loving requeſts, but indeed (rather as a D:vill than a man, 
and a Tyrant than a Husband) he with thundering: looks and ſpeeches , commands her away 
his fight and preſence, without once giving her ſo much as one poor kiſs, as he was bound in 
aff:Qion,. or (which is yct Ilefſ:) a poor farewell at their parting, as he was obliged both in 
Conſcience and Chriſtianity, So this ſweet diſconſolate Gentlewoman (in a manner breaking 


her breaſt with her ſighes, and drowning her checks with her tears) only with her poor little 


Nag and ragged Foot-boy , is by her flinty-hcartcd Husband turned our of kis Brother Vimoe 
ries houſe at Saint Simplician, and fo in this fI:nder manner, and baſe <quipage enforced ſoftly, 
difcontentedly, and forrowfully to ride home to the poor Gentleman her Father at Troyes , yea, 
and (ach was the malicc, and policy of Harcourt, her crucll Husband, that this ſuddain depar- 
parture of hers was purpoſely ated when his Brother Y:mory , and his Wife Maſſerine were at 
another Mannor houſe of his ſome eight leagues off, to the end , that they might not ſees or 
take leave of her, nor ſhe of them, ſo allowing our ſweet and forrowfull La Precoverteby this 
time at Troyes wich hcr aforeſaid Father 3 1 will for a time there leave her, to the exer- 
_ of her patience, to the picty of her prayers, and to the pleaſure and providence of 
70d. | 

Now doth our diſloyall and treacherous Harcourt , at his pleaſure ſrolique it oat in Saint 
Simplician with his laſcivious Siſter in- Law, and Strumpet Maſſerina , yea they are now grown 
ſo impudent, ſo carclefic, ſo graceleſſc,in theſe their obſcanc Dalliances, that if Vimory the Hus- 
band and Maſter donat, yet his Servants cannot chuſe but take dcep notice and cxa&and per- 


k® Knowledge thereof ; Onely he obſerves a late alteration in his Brothers fortancs , thar 


he is become far braver in his Apparcll than accuſtomed, and hath'more ftore of Crownes 
In his Pocket at his command than heretofore, both to' play and-ſpend at his pleaſure, 


Onely from whence this his golden Myne ſhould proceed he knowes not; except bay 
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heretofore made ſome progreſſion, and experiments in the Chymical Science ( or myfte 

of Alchymy ) hee had now found the Elixar of the Philoſophers Stone, but his curioſt. 

ty in this Quere proceedsno further, much leſs the Judgement, but caſt of all his Suſpition or 
caloulic. 

Bat the graceleſl: vary and Ambition of Harcourt will yet flye a pitch and degree higher 
in the air oflagratiuade and treachery towards his Brother Vimory. For alittle Gold cannor 
redeem his Lands, nor make upthe money and great breaches of his former prodigalicics, nei- 
ther will a few kif{:s and embraces of that luftful Dane his Siſter Maſſerina appeaſe his unchaft 
appetite , or ſatisfic his inſatiable luſt, and laſcivious deſires. Wherefore at one time and caft, 
to ſet, nature and honour at ſtake , and ſo commanding his heart and thoughts to trample on 
both of them, without any reſpe& or regard to cither, he contrives and aſſumes this vitious 
and treacherous reſolution, that having already taken the aCtual poſſeſſion of her body, hee 
ſhould then likewiſe do fo of her gold, yea of all her whole cftate, and fo fly away with her, 
- whoſe Eſtate (through his long diſhoneſt familiarity with her ) he now knows to be great, yea 
far greater than his Brother /imory her husband cither ever knew or dreamt of ; Wherefore 
with much ſupcrficial affection , and artificial flattery and infinuation, he no ſooner breakcy 
this motion to her, but her luftful heart correſponding with his , and her laſcivious defires like- 
wiſe aiming and intending that way, ſhe freely gives him her conſent thereunto, and to that 
end ſhe very ſecretly draws in all her monies and gold together with all her Plate, Rings, and 
Jewels moſt carefully and privately packs it up, and fothey flye away together ; In a morning 
when her husband and his brother was with his ſervants gone forth a Hawking and Hunting for 
all that day, he without ever making his wife , or ſhe her-husband once acquainted therewith. 
Vimory is amazed, and Le Precoverte extremely perplex:d and afflifted at rhe ſtrange- 
nefſe of their (undreamt of ) baſe clandeſtine departure : And although (in regard of his affe- 


ion to his wife ) he were once reſolved to ſend and make after them tor their ſtay and ap« 


prehenſion, yet atlaft, to avoid the univerſal ſcandal of the world (which thereby inftcad of 
Ropping one tongue, would affuredly let looſe many, he leaves the ſucceſs of this treacheroug 
Accident to Time, and the due reward and true puniſhment thereof to God. Now the ficft place 
of ſafety and ſhelter which Harcourt and Maſſerina flye unto,is the ſtrong City of Geneva (waich 
Theb 


years before had been, and ſtill was his man. But to live here in Geneva with the more privacy 
and aſſurance (becauſe they obſerve it to be a City exceedingly policiquely, virtuouſly, and reli- 
giouſly governed) they find out this excuſe for their ſtay , that he is heir c& ſome lands ( which 
by the death of an Unkle of his ) is devolved and fallen to him in the eſtate, and dutchy of 
Millan (betwixt Pavia and Alexandria ) whither he goes to ſell it away , in regard (as he fallly 
allegeth ) that both this Gentlewoman (whom he reſolves to leave there, ws preſently upon 
his return to marry) and himſclf are Protcftants , and for a month or fix weeks, this falſe gloſs, 
and true impoſture pafſeth current with thoſe of Geneva, whom all that rime they freely per- 


mit and ſuffer to enjoy the Laws and privileges of Hoſpitality in their City, and the ſooner 


and with farleſs ſuſpition and doubt) becauſe they obſerve, that they very often frequent their 
Sermons and Churches, although in their hearts and devotions, God knows, they both are dis 
rel&y Roman Catholiques, Bur at the end of this ſmall time, underſtanding that the two Syne 
dicks, and the reſt of the Magiſtrates of, that City began to pry more narrowly into their ſtay, 
and more necrly into their ations 3 Then they thinking to mack God and their ſouls, and ſo 
to make Religion onely to be a cloak to overvcil their villany, he then and there reſolves to 
marry her before he goc to Millan, which indeed affords ſweet muſick to the heart, and melody 
to the thoughts and mind of this laſcivious dame Maſſeriza, the which ſhe eſteemed to be the 
chicfeſt felicity ſhe could defire upon earth ) excuſing the altcration of this his reſolution up- 


on her ſickneſs and indiſpofition ( which alſo was as falfc and counterfeit, as the pretence of 


cheir Proteſtant Religion was feigned and hypocritical Y and to that end ke acquaints the Mi- 
nifters and the Ancicnts of the Church therewith 3 But they bcing as regular in IS ations as 
he was cxorbitant, and as pious in their intentions as he was prophane in his, queſtion him 
to ſhew ſome authenticall Certificate from that Proteftant Church or Churches in PoiGox 
where they averre they formerly paar? that they were both of them Proteſtants by Religiony 
_ and that their Marriage was honourable and no way clandeftine 3 affirming to him, that it 

was againſt the Rulcs of their Religion, the Conſtitutions of their Church, and: the Laws of 

their City , todocotherwiſc, cither tothem, or toany ſtrangers whatſocver : Which Her- 
court well perceiving, He now. cames too ſhort in his Arithmetick, and having none to ſhcw 

them jn thatnature, he ſweats under the ſaddlc, and ſo ſlacks his importunacy therein , and pry 


Book IV 


not of Fraxce or Savoy, but of God and it ſelf ) where they cake two chambers, and - 
live together, having no ſervant at all toattend or follow them, but onely Neel, who for many 
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jc off with a ſpecious cxcuſcd dilatory delay 3 When acquainting his Meſſerina therewith, they 
both are <qually afflifted and grieved, thus to ſce their _— nipt, and their <xpeCtations and 
defires of Marriage fruſtrated, and blaſted in the very bud and blofſoms; and now they ſee thar 
their abode and ſtay in Gexeva, neither can, nor muſt be long. But here betides them another 
unlooked for accident which will ſpecdily tranſportthem thence ; : 

It is the pleaſure and mercy of God, that Noe! (Harcourts man) is. not a little grieved ifi 
heart, and afflicted in minde, to ſee his maſter guilty of this foul and treacherous crimes ir 
ſtealing away Maſſeriza his Brothers wife , and entertaining and ufing her as his own, ' He 
knows how infinitely this their adultery is diſpleaſing to God ., and odious to men, and how 
oppoſite and repugnant it is to Grace and Nature, Wherefore holding ita troubleto his mind, 
avexation to his heart, anda ſcruple to his conſcience any longer to attend and follow them, 
becauſe he is aſſured, that the divine Juſtice and vengeance of God, will never perthic them to 
go long eithcr.undeteRed or unpuniſbed, He calling to his remembrance the ſweet vertues.and 
chaſtity of his Miſtris Le Precoverte, and (by oppoficion and Antithefis) comparing them to 
the foul vices and whoredoms of Maſſerina, he our of his duty to rhe firft, and detcftation to 
the ſecond, though a bad Servant to his Maſter, yet was a good Chriftian to God, gives his 
Miſtris Le Precoverte very ſecret intclligence , of his Maſters Jaſcivious refiding: and living 
here in Geneva with Maſſerina, whereof he ſends her word, he is a very forrowtull arjd.yys 
willing cye-witneſs, and fo leaves che reformation thereof, firſt to God, and then co hee IKE 
Oar vertuous ſweet Gentlewoman La Precoverte, is wonderfully afflifted and prieved, at this 
foul crime of Adultery betwixt her Husband, and his Sifer Maſſerina, whereat her chaſte heart 
towards him, and her pure and religious ſoul towards God, makes her ſend many tears-to earth, 
fighs to heaven. Once (he thought to acquaint her brother Vimory herewith, but then fearing 
chat his juft choler might prradventure exaſperate him againſt her Husband , ſhe again affoon 
forſakes that opinionand intent, as holding it more diſcretion and ſafety to be filent herein to- 
wards him. And yer conſulcing her gricts and afflitions with God (whoſe facred advice and 
afſiftance how to bear her (elf in this aftion and accident, ſhz religiouſly implores ) ſhe ar laſt 
deems it a part both of her aff:&ion, duty, and conſcience;- to uſe her beft zcal and endeavors 
to reclaim them from this their abominable, and beaftly courſe of life, And in regard her 
vertyy weakneſs , and ſickneſs will not (according to her d:fires and wiſhes) permit her toride 
over tothem in perſon to Geneva, ſhe therefore commits and impoſerh that charge to her pen, 
to write both to her Husband H arcourt,as alſo to his lewd Siſter, or rather his laſcivious Scrum» 
pet Maſſerine, to ſee if her Letters {by the permiſſion and providence of God) may prevail 
with their hearrs and ſouls co reform and draw them home, the which ſhe purpoſely, 
and expreſly ſcnds by a confident Mefſ:nger, and with the greateſt fecrefic ſhe poſſibly can 


deviſe. , 


Her Letter to her Husband intimated this. 
LA PRECOVERTE to HARCOURT. . 


Our flight and Adultery with that graceleſs Strumpet Maficrina, is ſo diſpleaſing to God, as 
\"4 I cannot but wonder that his divine Fuſtice will permit Geneva or any other place of the 
world to contain you without puniſhing you for it 3 yea when in this foul crime of yours, I conſider 
ber by my ſelf, and you by your Brother Vimory, I finde that his grief proves my ſhame, and my - 
ſhame his grief, and that you and her are the true cauſes of both. 1 have examined my thoughts 
and ations, my heart and ſoul, andcannot conceive that I have any way deſerved this your ingra= 
tide towards me, and therefore fail net to certifie me why and wherefore you have undertaken this 
vitieus and lewd courſe of life, which in the end will aſſurealy produce thy miſery, as now already it 
ot | 4h your infamy, except your coxtrition to God, ds ſpeedily redeem it, And in regard that yoie 


l- | ore my Husband,' and that I both hope and believe it tobe the firſt fault in this kinde aud nature, 
a} 1 therefore hold you more worthy of my pitty than of my hatred, and of my prayers than of my 
my curſes. So if you will abandon your deboſhed Sifter, and come home and live with me who am thy 
WY chaſte and ſorrowful wife, my arms and heart ſhall be as open as ever they were, both to receive and 
ns | forgive you, yea, I will wholly forget what is paſt, and prepare my | ſelf to welcome you home, with a 


in thouſand ſmiles and kiſſes, if you will reſolve and remember henceforth to love me as much, as former= 
0" || 2 (without cauſe or reaſon) you bhavenegletted and hated me. | | 
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Her Letter to Maſſeriya bewrayed theſe Paſſions. 
LA PRECOVERTE > MASSERINA; 


but that thou muſt likewiſe bereave me of mine, who is his own and only Brother : as if a ſingle 
fir and ingratitude, could not content thy laſcivious luſt, to ſatisfie thy inordinate deſires : but t 

thy impiety t0God, and prophaneneſs and obſcenity to thy ſelf, ſhould make thee guilty of ſo foul a crime 
as Adultery » and which is worſe, of ſuch a foul and baſe Adultery as comes very neer tothe worft 
kind of Inceſt ; whereof thy thoughts and heart can inform thee, and thy Conſcience and Soul aſſure 
thee, it will hereafter make thee as truly miſerable, as now thou falſly thinkeſt thy ſelf bappy. Where« 
fore triumph not, to have made my grief thy glory, and my afflifiien thy felicity, for God ( wbo is as 
juſt, as powerfull) will requite my wrongs 1n thy Perſon , and when thou leait drameſt thereof , bis 
Divine puniſhments will ſharply ſcourge and revenge thy laſcivious pleaſures , except thou dejeQ and 
proftrate thy ſelf at the ſeet of his ſacred Mercy with true comrition, and at the Altar of bis ſaving 
Grace with unfeigned repentance for the ſame , by reſtoring my Husband to me , andthy ſelf to thing, 
and by making thy peace with God, whom ſo highly and hainouſly thou haſt therein ffended ; which 
if thou do, thou maye{t then reeſtabliſh thy fortunes, andredeem thy reputation, or elſe for ever 
aſſuredly ruine both them and thy ſelf. So if I ſee thee to imbrace this chaſt, and to follow this vers 
t0us and religious courſe , I will again aſſume the name of a Siſter , and leave that of a Strumpet to= 


wards thee, yea, I will wholy forget thee thy (almoſt unpardonable) wrongs and di ſzraces which thou 


/ 


offereft me, and for ever bury them in perpetuall filence; and eternall obutvion. 
; pine. . LA PRECOVERTE. 
Her Meſſenger arriving at Geneva, he firſt finds out Nocll, and then ſecretly delivers theſe ewo 


Letters to Harconrt and Maſſerina, who much muſing and more wondring thereat , withdraws 
ing themſclves into their laner Chamber., they there break up. the ſcales and peruſe them 


Whereat their hearts galled, and their Conſcicnces ſo netled and ſtung, as they cannot refrain 


from bluſhing for mecr ſhame, and then again , from not looking pale with mcer anger there» 
at. Thus looking ſtedfaſtly ach on other,thcir own guailcinefſe doth for the time preſent ſomes 
what afflict and perplex them. Harcourt wondercth at his Wifes boldnefſe in writing to him; 
and Maſſeriza is not a little diſmaid and daunted, to fee that her Husband hath not written 
unto her. Harcourt is diſcontented with his Wites peremptory Letter, Maſſerina is apprehen- 
five and fearfull of her Husbands filence , when again changing their conccits and thoughts 
which inconſtantly alter, and extravagantly range, without any intrinſicall peace, or trarqui- 
lity 3 Harcourt thinking of his Brother Vimories lilence , attributes it to contempt and hatred, 
and Maſſerina contemplating and raminating on her fiſter La Precovertes choler, reputes itto 


extream grief, ſorrow and indignation 3 Burt at laſt conſulting rogerher hercon, they both of 


them concurand fall upon this reſolution ; that ro colour out their laſcivious life , th 

their anſwers to her, muſt overvailc it with much ſeeming chaſtity, and pretended ſanftity and 
piety. And the better toprevent any danger which may proceed from V imories ſilence, or re- 
venge , they muſt remove from Geneva, and ſpeedily reſolve to forſake and leave it 3 When fear 
iriag life to their deſpair , and deſpair adding wings to their fear, .they call for pen and 


paper, and cach return Le Precoverte their ſeverall anſwers by her own meſſenger who had ftrift | 


charge and command from her to ſee them, but not to dare once to ſpeak or exchange a word 
with cither of them, the which (according to his duty) he very honeftly and punCtually pers 
formed, only to ſhew her grateſulncfic to honeſt Noe!!, ſhe gave preciſe order to him to render 
| him many hearty thanks from her for his true reſpe and fdliry towards her, which ſhe would 
never forget nor leave unrecompenced, and yet all chis while neither Harcourt nor Maſſerins 


were any way ſuſpitious that it yas their man Nvell, which gave La Precoverte intelligence of 
their rchidence in Geneve. 


Harconrts Letter to his Wife was in theſe tearmes. 
HARCOVRT to LA. PRECOVERTE. 


O not raſhly andunjufily torment thy ſelf with jealoufic at my abſence, for thou ſhalt find 4s 
mich joy thereof at a reurnes now thou beleeveſt and ſeareſt the comrary «I bave vowed to av- 


s 
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Gods Revenge againft Maurther, Book IV. 


0 lenger Siſter, but lewd ftrumpet, was it not enough for thee to abuſe thine own Hubayd, 
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accompany my Sifter in- Law Maſſerina to ony Lady of Loreto, which."is ite ESR 'Sabl of the beſt _ 


Country of the world, Italy, (whether we are how ſetting forwards from this townof Gineva 3 Jt 
which holy Lady and bleſſed Saint, her Qrfons for her Husband, and mine for thee, ate and ſhall be 
gs repleat of pure affettion and piety , as onTmagineſt they ave of miquity and prophane « Trueit 
is, 1 committed an errour in not acquainting thee with miy departure , which Tpercerve.thou eftcemme 

a crime 3 but when ſhortly T ſhal the ſo happy to exzoy thy ſweet company and $0798 then my Ju ; 
reaſons will juſtly enforce thee both to know and acknowledge, that that pretended crime of mineaw le 
than an errour, and this errour leſs than nothing, . And thou wilt lt yet rite niquifitive whygor from 
whence our Journey was firſt derived, I pray let theſe generall tearmes content t by fear, and Vatiifts 
thy Felouſte, that it it was ker devotion and Conſcience to God, not my defire 'or affetion to her which 
gaveliſe and birth to it 3, therefore I hold it raiher an unmerited cruely, than a condign penance; 
either for my heart to be tied to atk, forgiveneſs of thee, or my ſoul of God for this thy pretended crime 


' of mine, whereof F am as innocezt as thy Fear and Jealouſic deevites mt puilty. Therefore I glow of 


thy piety, I accept of thy Prayers, yea, and Trej:yce in thy affeQion to entertain, and thy refalutiou 
to welcome me home with thy ſmiles and kiſſes when T come , the which ſhall be, if not ſo ſhortly as 
thou expeCteſt or I deſire, yet as ſoon as reputation and good ſpeed ſhall permit. ve 


HARCOVRT. 
Maſſerina?s Letter to her Siſter in Law carried; theſe lines. | 


MASSERINA co LA PRECOVERTE. 


Y departnre and abſence hath neither wronged mine own Husband nor abuſed thine , for it is 
1V £1) pure zeal to God, and not any laſcivions luſt in my ſelf which drew me to this devotion to ſed 
Loretto, ##d him (through bis goodueſs ) to the reſolution honourably to accompany me thither, and 
therefore my heart defies that foul fin of Adultery, and-my ſoul deteſts that odious one of Inceſt, whereof 
I am far more innocent than thou thinkeſt me guilty. I am ſorry for thy grief, and T grieve 'for thy 
afliton, and am ſo far from triumphing in the one, or glorying inthe other , as I havegiven that to 
my thoughts with paſſion, and this to my mind with compaſſion, although T confeſs I have ſmall reaſon 
to place it ſo neer me, in regard thy Fealouſie is the ſolg authour, and my fidelity and chaſtity no way 
the cauſe thereof 5 wherefere I am ſo far from fearing , as I love Gods Fuſtice, becauſe as in other 
finnes T have offended his Divine Mazeſty, ſv I am ſure that in this I have no way incurred or merited 
bis indignation, and do moſt freely re'er my fortunes and reputation to his ſacred pleaſure, but not to 
thy ſecret diſcontents and ill grounded choller, from which (by the plea of a juft proviſo) I have all the 
reaſons of the world to appeale, as alſo for that foul fcandall and infamous Epithete of a Strumpet, 
which T thought thee too vertuous once to conceive, much leſſe to nxme, but leatt of all for one Sijter int 
Law (without cauſe or reaſcn) togiveto another : But thou art [a Precoverte, therefore I forget 
this ingratetull crime of thme, aud I am Maſſcrina, thereforeT |reely and abſolutely forgive it,and 
to do thee as much right as thou baſt done me wrong, I wil ſilence it in eternall obſcurity and oblivion. 


MASSERINA. 


And is it not worthy of our obſervation,or rather of our detcſtation, to ſee how impiouſly 
theſe prophane wretches deny this their Adultery rowards God , and alto to La Precoverte, 
whom th:y have ſo hainouſly off:nded therewith , and which to Heaven and Earth, to God 
and hjs Angzls, and co their own hearts and Conſfciences are nevertheleſsas apparent as the Sun 


In his brighteſt Meridin , yca, had they not wilfully fled from God, and preſumptuouſly 


abandon:d themſelves to Satan, to contrive ſuch irrcligious excuſes,and to frame ſach ungodl ; 
Apologics, for theſe their foul crimes and off:nces,and ſo to make hypocrihe the veile of theie 
Adultery, and the cloak to cover it from the light and fight of the world : And is it not a 


refolution worthy of a halter in this world,and of Hell fire in that to comezto attempt marriage, 
when the Wife of the one, and the Husband of the other, are in perfe& ftrengthgand full of life 


- 


and health , (eſpecially Maſſerina's Husband Vimory) as but right now to their ſhame , not to | 


their glory, they underſtand by La Precovertes letters ro them. To the Magiſtrates of Geneva 


they are firm Proteſtants , and as they pretended, fo they then (as thicy conſtantly afficmed)- 


i 


Intended ro live and dic. To La Precoverte in their Letters they are found Roman Catholickes, 
and in che ſublimity and ſingularity of their zeal travelling towards the Lady of Loreto, in 
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to think 


to deceive God, when therein you only deceive your own ſelves and Souls. For can 


"there be a greater iniſery found by us on carth, or ſent us by the Devill from Hell, co make Reli- 
Aion (which af it ſelf is a prectous and ſoveraigne Antidote) to become a fata}l drug, and a per- 
- © nicipus ingreditnt to poyſon, notto preſerve our ſouls, and fo only to delight our earthly hu- 


mours and affc&ions, and to pleaſc our carnall defires, and concupiſcences ? Of all forts of 
men (after the Atheiſt and the murtherer ) the Hypocrire is the yerieſt Devill upon carth, and he 
js ſo much the more wretched and execrable, in that he guilds over his ſpecches, lite and ations 
wich the ſeeming ſhew of piety and devotion, when God and his ulcerated conſcience know , 
that he is nothing lefſs, To be Juke-warm in Religion, is to be prophane, not Religious : 
And as wine mixt with water is neither wine nor water, ſo he that is of two Religions is of nej- 
ther. For God who is till jealous of his own honour , and of our ſalvation, will not only 
have our ſouls , but our hearts to ſerve him , and not only our hearts, bur alſo our tongues to 
nine him, that is to ſay, all our a&ions, and all our affe&ions, not a picce of our heart, but 

will have our whole heart, and not an angle or corner of our ſoul, but our whole ſoul : For 
in matters of his Divine Worſhip and Service, (which confifts in that of our faith, and of his 
glory) he will not admit of any Rivall or Competitor , nor be ſerved in any other manner,than 
as he hath taught us by his ſacred Word and Commandements, and inftrufted us by his holy 
Prophets, =o , blefſed Apoſtles. 


. +» Burt again to Harcourt and Maſſerina, whoſe laſcivious hearts and lewd Conſciences not Pere 


prin ary to reſt in aſſurance , or reſide in ſecurity any where, the very day after they had 
diſpatched the meſſenger with their Letters t& La Precoverte,(holding Geneva no place for them, 
nor they for Geneva) they trufſe up baggage,and ſo with much ſecrecie leave it, and direCt their 
courſe to the great and famous City of Lyoxs, ({ome'two and twenty leagues chence_) and which 
is the: fronticr Town of Fraxce, and there they think to ſhrowd themſelves among that great 
affluence and confluence of people which inhabit and aboad there from divers parts , and they 
make choice to live in this fronticr City, becauſe it is near to Savoy, where if any danger ſhould 


chance to betide or befall them, they might ſpecdily and fafcly retire themſelves there , and fo 


lay hold on the Law and priviledge of Nations , which is inviolable throughout all the 
world. At their arrivall at Lyoxs they take their Chambers and refidence neer the Arſenal, 
though for the two firlt nights they lie in Fanders fireets. They have not been in Lyoxs fifecen 
daycs, but there b:fcll chem an accident very worthy both of our obſervation, and of their 

. remembrance, which was thus ; A Genleman of the City of Tholouſe named Monſieur de Blaiſe, 
having ſome five daics before treacherouſly killed his eldeſt Brother Mmmfieur De Barry, inthe 
aigh Way as they travelled together upon a quarrell which fell out between them , for havin 
debauched and clandeſtine ftollen away his ſaid elder Brother De Barray*s Wife from him , an 
conveycd and tranſported her away with him : There was a privie ſearch then made in Lyons, 
when that ſame night Harcourt and Maſſerina were upon ſuſpition apprehended for them, and 
laid inſure keeping. But the next morning before the Seneſchall and Procureur Fiſcall,they ju- 
ſificd their innocency, by many who knew De Blaiſe, and ſo were cleared , but yer ir gave 
them both a hot Camiſado and fearfull Alarum, and lefr an ominous impreſſion in their hearts 
and minds, whereof ( for the conformity of the circumſtances of this aftion with their on 
had they had the grace to have made good uſe, they had not (hereafter) made themſelves fo 
famouſly infamous , nor conſequently this their Hiſtory ſo prodigiouſly deplorable. 

Harcourt and Maſſerina whiles they ftay here in Lyons, (as guilt is till accompanicd with 
fear (do ſeldome go forth their Lodgings, and when they do, they (for their better ſafery ) dif- 
guiſc themſelves in nent Appet and for her part ſbe gocs ſtill cloſe masked , and muffled 
up in her Taffata coyffe. Yea both of them make it their praRtiſe to frequent the fiz1ds ofcen,but 
the Churches and ſtreets ſeldomezas if their foul crimejof Adultery had made them unworthy the 
Communion of Gods Saints, & conſequently all good company too worthy for thew. He ex- 
ceedingly fears his Brother Vimories filence and revenge, ſhe highly envicth and diſdaineth hee 
Siſter in Law Le Precovertes jcloufic, and ſtill thar diſgracefull word of Strumpert (which ſhe 
upbraided her with, and obtruded to her in her Letter) ftrikes and fincks deeply in her heart 
and remembrance, in ſuch fort, that it ſo poſſefſeth her thoughts with malice , and cakes up her 
mind with choller and fierce indignation , as ſhe vowes to her ſelfnot thus to ſer it paſſe in 
filence, or to vaniſh and die away in oblivion, quite contrary to that which her late Letterto 
her Siſter La Procoverte promiſed and ſpake. And here it is that the D:vill ficſt begins to take 

ſeſſion of her heart , aud by degrees eo ſeize upon her ſoul , and to make her wholly to 
| clake God. For knowing Le Precoverte to be Wife to her Brother in Law and lover Hare 
court, (whom ſhe affc&s a ſand times dearer than her own Husband , yea', than her own 
life) ſhe is therefore ſo great a beam to her cye, ſoſharp a thom to ker heart y ado bed 

Orr 
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cocralive to her conrent, as ſh: not only aff imcs bad thoughts, but bad blood apainſt bcr : For 
vowing that none (hall Charc with her in his aff.Ction, fh: forgetting her Conſcience and Soul, 
| Heaven and Gud, is ſpecdily reſolved to cauſe her ro be. poyſoned,/ her enraged malice being 


Jicity or content in earth, till ſhe have difpatch't and ſent hcr to Heaven. To which end ſhe 
infinuates her {clf into the acquaintance of two Apothecarics of thac City, and deals with 
them ſeverally and ſecretly rot this hellifh bufineſs, four the which the prumiſed cirher of 
them a hundred crowns ot the fum in hand, and as n-uch more when they have fed ir, and 
fifty more to detray the charge of* their journey. Bur the devil hath wade her ſotrafiy and 
ſubrile, as ſhe fill retains from them the name Moſſerina and the place Trozes where the party 
dwelt ; there arc gocd, and bad men of all Countrics, Faculties, and Protcſhons, theſe two A- 

thecaries arc as honeſt as ſhe is virerched, and as religious and charicable as ſhe is propbane 
and bloody, ſo the one denies her requeſt with diſdain and choller, and theother with charity 
and compaſſion, alledging hermany pious corfiderations and reaſons to difiwade her from this 
foul and bloody a&, the cx<cution whereof, though tacitely, yet infallibly threatr.cth (fayes 
he)no lefs rhan the utter ſubverſion of her tortuncs, and the ruine and confi ficn of her life in 
this world, if not likewiſe of her ſoul in that to come : So ſhe being herczt a lirtle galled and 
ſtung in Conſcience, to ſce that this great City of Lyoxs affords poyſon but no poyſoners, to 
at and finiſh this her bloody proje& : The devil bath ba notwithſtanding, made her ſo curi- 
ous in her malice, and ſo induſtrious, and'refolute in her revenge, as enquiring whether there 
were any lralian Emperick, or Mountebank in that City (whom ſhe thought might be made fir 
and flexible to her bloody deſires and intents) ſhe is advertiſed, that there departed one hence 
fome cight days fince, who is gone to relide this Spring of the year at the Bathes ar Pougges, a 
mile from the City ot Newers , his name being Seignior Baptiſta Tively, (whom 1 conjc&ure 
may derive his firname trom that pleaſant ſmall Town of Tzvoly, fome twenty ſmall miles from 
Kome,wherein there are many Cardinals,country Palaces,or houſes of pleaſure)being very skil- 


full in Minerals, and in extracting the ſpirits and quintcfſence of divers other vegitives;z of a- 


vain-glorious, and ambitious humor and diſpoſition, and yer of a very poor eſtate and means; 
and ſuch 2 one, as indeed Maſſerina holds every way a fit agent and inftrument for hcr turn and 
purpoſe. | 

She is glad of this advertiſcment, and will neither give nor receive ahy truce from her heart; 
or her heart from her revenge before ſhe have ſeen and ſpoken with Tivoly, The which to effe& 
{he to Harcourt pretends a \udden ach in her right armgand ſo upon good adviſe tcls him that ſhe 


is very deſirous to go to the Bathes of Pougges by Nevers, there to ſtay ſome 15. or 20. days at © 


fartheſt 3 Harcourt (no way once dreaming of her inveterate malice, and far leſs of her revenge- 
full and bloody intents towards the ſafcty and life of his wife La Precoverte) approves of her 
relolugion and journey, bur intreats her co be wonderfull carctull of her ſelf; her health and 
ſafety, and proffereth to accompany her himſclf: ſh: with many kiſſcs, dearly chanks him for 
his care of her and aff:&ion to her herein; anſwereth him that his ftay in Lyoxs will rake her 
journey the more ſafe 8 (hort, ſo ſhe accepts of the man for the mafter,and only takes Noel! along 
with her, who reſpets her ſo well, as he cares not for her fight,much leſs for her company : She 
arrives at Nevers,% (impatient of all delay )the next morning finds out Tzvoly at Pougges, being a 
very tall man, of a coal black. beard, and of a wan and fallen countenance, ſhe by his Phyfiog= 
nomy judgeth that her hopes will not be deceived of him ; The ſecond day fhe breaks with him 
abour her helliſh buſineſs and finds him traCtable to her deviliſh intents : They proceed to this la- 
mentable bargain, and ſh: is to give him one hundred Crowns in hand,and a faithfull promiſe 
ofa hundred & fifty morc when he hath cff:&cd it,as alſo fifty Crowns for the charge of his jours 

. reythe w# (he limits at 15. days, ſo having ſetled this her bufincſs, ſhe now nathes the party ro 


with her Father Monſieur Le V aquery, a poor Gentleman in the City of Troys in Champagne,and 


giving him a ſmall Saphir ring from her finger, ſh: cherewich ſwears him botti to the perfor- 
mance, and to the ſecrecy of this nurther, the which, armed by the D-vilghe doth, When be- 
Ing excecding glad of this his bloody imploymenty which brings bim ftore of gold;the which he 
eltcems the Elixar of his heart, and the felicity and glory of his life, and which indeed, was the 
main bufinets that brought him on this fide che Alpes, trom Italy ro France: Thus without any 
car of God, or thought of heaven or hell, theſe murtherous and damnable miſcreants have con« 
| Cluded and (hut up this their bloody bargain. Cur poor fweet La Precoverte, havibg rcecived 
her Husbands Lerter from Geneva, and confidering the Contents thereof, as alſothar of her 
See in Law Maſfſerina, th: knoygs pot whas to think cicher of theig Leteers or of themſelves 5 
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Tivoly whom the will have him to poiſon, La Precoverte to be the woman,who refides and dwcls | 


ſhe a young G-ntlewoman of ſome twenty years of ages of a flaxen hair, and very fickly; When: - 


__—— 


capable of no other excuſe or reaſon but this ,. that 1t is impoſſible ſhe can reap any perk A few * 
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ſhe ices her letter to promiſe much zeal and devotion to God, and his much aff-Cion'to ber, 

and yet remembring his former unkindneffe, I may fay cruelty, towards her ; as alfo the manner 

. of their baſe and clandeſtine departure, then ſhe thinks the firſt to be falſe, and the ſecond © 
fcigned, and thercfore conceives (he hath far more reaſons ro deſpair than ro hope either of 
their Innocency, or their return 3 But this is her reſolution , Harcovrt is her Husband , there- 

forc ſh: will Rill love him dearly ; She is his Wite, and therefore ſhe will for ever pray for him, 

and his proſpericy religiouſly. Thus hoping, and many times (with many heavy ſighs and 

bicrer tears) wiſhing and dehiring his happy return and virtugus refe:rmation, ſhe in his abſence 

lives penſively and forrowtully with her Father, rather as a widdg,w than a wile, and ſuch is 

her miſerable cate , and poor and forrowtul fortuncy that the well knows not, whether ſhe may 

' more grieve or rejoyce that God hitherto hath given her no Child : For, ah me, ſhe is ſo invi- 

ron:d with aflitions, ſo incompaſſed with calamitice, ſo affaulted with tickneſs,and fo weigh- 
cd down with ſadneſs and difconſolation , as ſhe reputes her lite worſe than death, and cither 

wiſh:th her Husband at home with her, or her ſelf in Heaven with God. 

Bur, alaſs, alaſs, dear ſweet young Gentlewowan, little doft thou think or dream (now 
thou defireſt death |) what. a helliſh plot there is contrived and intended againit thy life by 
theſe two bloody Faftors and Agents of the Devil , Tzvel:, and thy Silter Moſſerina : O Maſſe- 
rina, Maſſerina, the diſgrace of thy name, the infamy of thy family, the ſhame of thy time, and 
the {candal of thy ſex. O how | want words not tears, ro condemn thy crucl rage, and to cxe- 
eraie thy infcrnal malice and fury, thus ro reſolve to imbrew thy guilty hands in the innocent 
blood of thy chafte and virtuous Sifter-in-Law, La Precoverte; tor was it not finand luſt c« 
nough for thee to have heretofore bereaved her of the Jove and preſence of her Husbard ,, bur 
that thou wilt now be ſo wretched and inhumane, as likewiſe to rob her of her life ? O prick, 
O ſhame, O pitty, that thou ſhouldeſt once clare to think chereof, much Icflc co attempt it, 1 
mean ſo lamentable a crime; and fo bloody a fat, which affure thy fclf, as there is a Godin 
Heaven, will never go long unpuniſhed on Earth. 

; But] muſt procecd in this our ſad and mournfull Hiſtory , and therefore with an unwilling 
and trembling reſolution, I am enforced to declare that this limb of the Devil, Tivoly, ridcs 
away to Troyes, where he ſpeedily and ſecretly makes profeſſion of his Empery.” When under- 
ſtanding that Mounſieur de le V aquery is conſtantly in the City, he { with an lealian impudence 
and policy ) ſoon skrews and infinuates himſelf into his company. And as it is the vanity of 
our times, and the weakneſs and imbecillity of our judgements (in any profeſſion whatſoever) 
ſtill ro prefecre and refpett ſtrangers before our own Countrymen, fo Monſieur de le V aguery 
hcacing this Italian to devour Latin a: hispleaſurc, and rather to vomit than utter forth whole 
Catalogues of Phyſical phraſes , which he had ftollen, not learnt from Ariftotle , Galen, and 
Paracelſus, his ignorance beleeves him to be very learned, and therefore he holds him a moſt 


fix Phyſician to curc his Daughter Le Precoverte of her Conſumption , whercinto (as before ) 


ſhe was deeply and dangerouſly fallen , by the unparalleld gricfs and forrows which ſhe © oncei- 
ved for her husbands former unkindneſs to her, but more eſpecially for his preſene abſence and 
flight with his laſcivious Siſter Maſſer iza. * $9 (in a moſt unhappy hour ) her Fathcr LeV«- 
query mentioneth it to Tivoly : Which (being the onely occaſion and opportunity he gaped for) 
he freely promiſcth him his beſt art and skil for her recovery, and the next day goes home to 
his houſe with him ,. and vifiteth his Daughter : He finds her to be weak, lean, and pale, the 


.which ſerves the better for his turn, to colour out this his bloody purpoſe to her, When (if 


there had been any humanity in his thought? any grace in his heart, or any ſpark of reli 


- 
- 
oo 


or picty in his ſoul 7 the very fighc of this ſweer, this harmlcfſe, this beautitull yonng Gen* 


tlewoman would have moved him to compaſſion , and nor with helliſh crucley co reſolve to 


poyſon her. Bur his ſintull heart, his ſcared conſcience, and his ulceratcd and virnlcne ſoul 
had (in favour of Gold) made this compaCt with the D:vil, and therefore he will advance, and 


| | Gods AR evenge apainit Murtber. " Book Iv. 


rot retire 'in this his internal reſolution. He feels her pulſe , cats her eſtate in an Urinall , 
recciv:s thirty Crowns of her Father for her cure, and fo bidding her to beof good comfort, 
he adminiftreth her two Pils, three mornjngs following , whereot (harmleſs ſweer Genelewo- 
man ) within rhree dates after ſhe faddenty dycs in her bed by night : Tivoly afficming to her 
forrowtull Father and Friends, ' that before he came to her, the violcncy and invetcracy of her 
Conſumption, had turncd all her blood into water , and cxhauſtcd and cxrenuared alll the ra- 
dical bumours of hcr lite, which opinion of this baſe and bloody Italian Mountebavk, pat 


current with che fimplicity of his belicf and their judgements : So he buricth his Daughcer » * 


and with her;his chicfcſt carthly delight and joy. Withinthree daies after that this ſorrowfull 


and Jamencable Tragedy wasaCted , this Monſter, this Devil incarnate, Tivoly , leaves Troyes 4 | 


- þf. 


and | poaſy' away to Nevers, where tic caviſheth Maſſerina's heart with the joyfull news ard 
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aſſurance ot La Precovertes death and buriall , ot whom he receives his other hundred and fifty 
Crowns, the which according to her promiſe the failes not preſently to pay him down. And 
here again they ſolemnly ſwear ſecrecy-cach to other of this their bloody fact. 

Wretched Maſſerina feaſting her heart with joy , and ſarfeiting her thoughts with content 
to ſee the rivall and competitor in her loves, La Precoverte thus diſpatched and ſent for heaven, 
She now thinking to domincer alone in her Harcourrs heart and affc&ion, ecſteems her ſelfa * 
degree neerer to him in marriage, that ſo of his Sifter ſhe may become his Wife, For this is the 
fclicity and content whereat her hearc aymeth, and the deleQation and joy wherein her defires 
and wiſhes terminate, But her Husband Vimorzes life doth daſh theſe joyes of hers in peeces, as 
ſoon as ſhe conceives them , and ſtranglcs them , ifnot in their birth, yet in their cradle. She 
finds Newers to be a plcaſent City, and Povgges a delightfull little place to live in, and when the 
Spring ispaſt and the great confluence of. people retired and gone home, to be a place of far 
more ſafety for them than Lyons. Yea,% ſh: affeCs and loves it farthe better, becauſe here it was 
ſhe firſt heard and underftood of Lz Precovertes death , which as yet for a time ſhe cloſely con- ' 
ccalsto her ſelf 5; Wherefore ſhe ſends Noel! ( her man ) to Lyons to his Maſter, and by her letter 
praics him ſpzedily to come and live with her at Nevers , which ſhe athrms to him isa pleaſant 
City, and that there (ſhe attends his arrivall and company with much aff:&ion and impatiericy, 

Harcourt, to plcaſc his ſweet-heart Siſter Maſſerina , leaves Lyons , and comes to her at Ne- 
vers , Where with thanks and kiſſes, ſhe Joytully welcomes him, clling him that theſe 
bathes of Porgges , have perteAtly freed her of her ach ; but in her heart and mind, ſhe well 
knowexit is the death of Le Precoverte,and not thoſe bathes, which hath both cured her doubts 
and ſecured her fears. They have not lived in Nevers ard Povgges above three weckes fince his 
| arrivall, untill they there (but by what meanes I know not) underſtand of La precovertes death, 
| whereat he ſcemes nothing ſorrowfull, but ſhe extreamly glad and joyfull. And by this time, 
which is at lcaſt a whole year ſince their flight and departure fram Saint Simplician and Sens, 

\ they in their Travels and other gifts and expenſes , have conſumed and expended a pretty ſum 
oftheir money. In all which time , we muſt underſtand that 7imory hatcs his Wite and Bro- 
ther ſo exccedinglyi, as he (in contempt of their crimes and deteſtation of their trecherous in= 
gratitude) ſcorns cither to look or ſend after them ; but the only revenge which he uſeth to- 
wards him in his abſence, he pretends a great ſum of mony to be due to him from him, and in 
compenſation thereof, ſcizeth upon the remainder of his lands, and by Order of Juftice gather- 
th up, and colleGt his rentsfrom his Tenants, to his own ufc and behoof. Which extremely 
prieves Harcourt, and afflicts Maſſerina, who (by this time) ſceing in what obſcurity and confi- 
dering in what continuall fear and eminent danger they live in : As their laſcivious affeQions, 
ſo their irrigular dcfires, and irrcligious reſolutions, look one and the ſame way , which is to 
ſend her Husband, and his Brother YVimory to Heaven, after his wife La Precoverte, yea ſo refo- 
ſute are they in theſe bloody intentions and defires, as they wiſh and pray for it with zeal, and 
deſire it with paſſion and impatiency. And now their walice is grown fo refolute, and their 
reſolution ſo graceleſs in the contemplation and conceiving of this bloody fatt, as they bewra 

ic cach to other. Maſſerine vowes to him that ſhe can reap no true content cither in her lit. 
i or conſcience, before, of his ſiſter he make her his wife 3 Nor l replies Harcourt, betore my 
) Brother Vimory be in Heaven, and I marry thce and be thy Husband here in earth, When 
0 ( az a bloody Courteſan and Strumpet) ſhe gives him many thanks ard kifſes for this his affeRi- 
\ onto her, and malice to his Brother Vimory for her ſake 3 when (working upon the advantage 
if | oftime, occaſion and opportunity) She tells him, that in her opinion , the ſhorteſt -and ſureft 
p | Vay is todiſpatch him by poyſon. Harcourt diſlikes her judgemnt, and plot, as holding ig 
p- N= 0 way ſafe in taking away his Brothers life, to entruſt oP, hazard his own ac the curtefic of a 
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ro ſanger ( at which ſpecch ofhis, ſh: bluſheth and palleth as being conſcious and memorative 
a | 2 what ſhc had lately cauſed to be perpetrated by Tivoly) Therefore he thinks to acquaint 
id | 21d imploy his own man Noel! in this bloody buſinefſe , and proffereth him two hundred 
| Crowns, and forty more of yearly penfion during his life, if he will piftoll his Brother Vimory 
todeath as he is walking in the ficlds. But Noel! is too honeſt a man, and too good a Chriſti- 
o- | ®toſtabbat the Majeſty of God, in killing man his creature and Image, and abſolutely denics 
cr || MisMaſter, and although he be a poor man, yet he rejeRts his offer, as reſolving never to pur- 
ice || Caſe wealth, orpreferment at ſo deer a rate, as the price of innocent blood ; whercat his Maſter 
a- || Pits his lip for diſcontentand anger. So conjures him to perpetuall ſecrecy and filence of this 
aſt Z propofition 
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propoſicion and bufinctlz, which Nyue!! promifeth, but {wears not 3 Hereupon Harcuzrt to 
proach necrcr Sens, Hz and Maſſerinalcave Nevers, and very fecretly by little Journies (and 
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the greateſt part by night) come to Maſcon, and there his heart ſtrikes a bargain with the D-vi 


and the Devil wich his Soul and reſolutions, to ride over himfelt to Sexs, and there with his 


own hands to piſtoll his Brother Yimory to death in the fields, or if his Bullets mifſe him, then 
co finiſh and perpetrare it with his own Sword. O wretched Gentleman , O execrable Bro« 
ther thus to make thy Hope and Charity prove Bankrupt to thy Soul , and thy Faith unto 
God ! | 
But nothing will prevail with Harcourt , to difſwade him from this bloody buſinefſ: ; 
Whereunto the damnable treachery and malice of Maſſerina impetuouſly precipitates and ha« 
tens him onwards, although it be againſt her own Husband. So he leaves Maſcon, and ina 
diſguiſed beard, and poor fſute of Apparell , comes to Saint Simplician, purpoſcly leaving 
Sens , alittle on his lefr hand. Where waiting for his Brother Vimory, at the end of a plea» 
ſant Wood of his, alittle mile from his houſe where he knew he was accuſtomed to walk alone 
by himſelf olitarily z He pecſonating and acting the part of a poor begging Souldier, and coun« 
terfeiting his Tongue as well as his B:ard and Apparell, with his Hat in his hand (cſpying his 
Brother ) he gocs towards him with an humble reſolution , and requeſtcth an Almes of him. 
Which Vimory ſeeing and hearing, he in meer charity and compaſſion of him, becauſe he ſaw 
him co be though apoor, yet a proper man, and which is more a Souldier, draws forth his 
purſe and whilcs he looks therein for ſome ſmali piece of filver 3 Harcourt ( asa Diſciple of 
the Devil) very ſoftly draws out his little Piftoll out of his lefe ſleeve ( which he covered with 
his Hat ) and having charged it with two Bullets, helets fly at him, and fo ſhoots him in the 
trunck of his body, alittle under the heart, of which two wounds he preſcnily fell dead to the 
ground , being as unfortunate in his death , as his Brother was miſerable and diabolicall in gj- 
ving it him, for he only fetched two groans, but had neither the power or happineſs to ſpeak 
one word, And the D:vill (in the cataſtrophic of this mournfull Tragedy) was ſo ſtrong with 
Harcourts as his malice towards his Brother Vimory, exceeded not only malice but rage and 
facy it ſelf, for fearing he was not yer dead, he ewice ran him thorow the body wich his ſword. 
When lcaving his breathlefſz body all goring in his hot recking blood, he wichall poſſible ce> 
lericy takes his horſe (which he had tyed ( ontof fight ) to a tree not far off ) and fo withall 
ſible ſpeed gallops away to his now intended Wife Maſſerine at Mairſcon, who triumphs with 
Joy at his relation of this good newes ,, the which to her, yea to them doth, is equally plealing 
and dcletable, Bur God will not permit thattheſe wretched joyes and triumphs of cheins 
ſhall laft long. 

This cracll murther of Aforfieur Vimory is fome two hours after known at hishouſe and 
Pariſh of Saint Simplician, as alſo in the City of Sexs, and fo diſp:rſed over all Burgundy, 
and the  Martherers narrowly ſought after, but in vaine z Harcourt and Maſſerina mect 
wich theſe reports at Mdaſcor, but yet they hold ir diſcretion and fafety , a ſmall time longer, 
to conceal themſelves fecrerly in that Town, and to ſuffer the heat of this newes to 
paſſe over, and be blown away. Bur at the end of two moneths Harcovrt ( ſetting a 
milk white face upon his bloody Fatt ) arrives at Sexs , and from thence to his man- 
nor honſe of Saint Simplician , which now by the death of his Brother Vimory , who 
dicd without ifſuc, wholy devolved and fell to him. Who having formerly playcd the 
Dzvill in murthering his ſaid Brother, he now as infernally plaics the Hypocrice in 
mourning for his death, making ſo wonderfull an outward ſhzw and demonftration of 
ſorrow for the ſame , as he and all his ſervants being dighted in blacxs. A moneth after 
he ſends for his good Siſter in Law Maſſerins, who comes home to him , and they feem 
ſo abſolutely ftrange cach to other , as if they had never ſeen one another during all 
the long time of their abſence, and ſhz likewiſe ſeemes to drown her (If in her tears , 
and is likewiſe all in blacks for the death of her Huszband 5 But God in kis duc time 
will pull off this their falſe mask, and detc& and revenge borh their horrible Siones of 
Adultery and Murther. Now as cloſe as they conceale this their diſhonourable flight 
and departure, yct ir is diſcovered and found out, and held fo odious, fo foul, to allthe 
Gentlemen; and Ladics their Neighbours ( who yet know nothing of their Murthers) a 
they diſdain to welcome them home , or ( which is eff: to ſee them which they both 
are inforced with gricſe to obſerve , as holding it to be the reflc&tion of their owndif 
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grace and ſcandall , the which henceforth to prevent, they within ewo Moneths aſter , 
ſend for their Ghofily Fathers, as alſo for two Jeſuits, and the Vicar of their Pariſh, 


and acquaint them with their defires and reſolutions to marry : Burt theſe Ecclehaſtique , 


affirme ic to be dire&ly oppotite to the Rules and Canons of the holy Cathol;que Romans 
Church , for one Brother to marry the Widdow 'ot another , as alſo againſt the written 
Law of God z and therefore they utterly ſeck both to perſwade and difiwade them from it, as 
bcing wholly unlawfull, and ungodly , and fo refufe ro Conſent thereto , much ets to per- 
form it without a diſpenſation from the Pope, or his Nuztio now refident at Paris, They 
cauſe the Nuntio to be dealt with about it, but he perewpreorily refuſeth it; Butin favour of 
money, and ftrong friends , within threee moneths they proct re it frem Rene , ard fo they 
are ſpeedily marricd , now thinking , and withall beleiving and triumphing , that this their 
Nuptiall knot hath power to deface and redeem all their former Adulteries, ard now wholly 
wiped off their diſgrace and ſcandall with the World. And theretore in their own vain and 
impious conceits , are ſectire, and abound in wealth , dclighr, and pleaſure 3 Bur as yet they 
have not made their peace with God. c 

Come we therefore firſt to the deteion and diſcovery of theſe their bloudy crimes of 
murther , and then to the condign puniſhments which they received for the ſame: Where= 
ofthe manner briefly is thus; Iris many times the pleafurc ard providence of Ged, to puniſh 
one fin in and by another , yea aud ſometimes one fin for another the which we ſhall now ſee 
apparent in this bloudy and hellifh Italian Mountcbanck Tively , who repairing tothe great 
Faire of Sens , and there beginning to profeſs his Empery to a rich Goldſmiths Wife cf that 
City named Mounſieur de Boys , he the third day ſtole a ſmall casker of Jewels and Rings from 
him out of a Cupboard, (the lock whereot he cunningly'pickt, and ſhut again ) valucd at 
four thouſand Crowns , and the ſamc night fled upon that robbery towards Maſcon , thinking 


there to put himſelf on the River of Soar , and fo to {lip down to. Lyons , and from thence 


over the Alps into Italy. De Boys makes a ſpeedy, and curious reſearch for his theef, 
whom as yet hee could not find , or diſcovcr 3: When hearing of this Mountebanck Tivoly 
his ſuddain departure and flight, hetakes himtobe his thict purſues him in perſon , and 
within four leagues of Maſcon apprehends him, (having to that end breught iwoProvoſts 
(or Sherciffs) men with him in their Coars, with thcir Piſtols at Saddle bow, to aflift.) him, 
De Boys finds many of the Jewels and Rings about Tvely, and divers others wanting, the which 
he could never recover : Sobcing brought back-to Sexs, he was firſt impriſoned, and then 
examined by the Sexſhall and the Procurer Fiſcal : When having neither cauſe , nor colour 
to deny this robbery of his, he therefore freely conte1ſ:d it, the Devill till affuring , or rather 
betraying his hopes, confidence, and Judgement 3 Thar it is very polhble, and he thinks very 
probable and fecaſcabl to corrupt his Judges with ſome of the Jewels which he had cloſely cons 
ceal'd and hid about him 3 Bur, he ſhall ſpecdily ſee the contrary: 5 | 

For they ſeeing this Italian Emperick (by his own contcflion ) guilty of this great and 
remarkable robbery , they condemn him to be hanged the very next. day for the ſame. So 
having a Cordslier ( or Gray ) Fryer, ſent him that night to priſon to prepare his ſoul for 
Heaven ; He the next moruing ( according to his ſentence of condemnation } is brought to 
execution : Where on the Ladder, he ( to free his Conſcience and Soul) doth conftantly 
and ſorrowfully confefſe, that he had formerly poyſoned Madamoyſelle La Precoverte, daughter 
to Monſieur de La V aquery of Troyes, and that he was hired todo it by the Lady Maſſerina, of 
whom at Poygges he reecived two hundred and fifty Crowns and a ſmall Saphir Ringto 
perform it, as alſo fifty Crowns more , which ſhe gave him for his charges from Nevers 
to Troyes , and ſohe dies in the conſtant confeſſion of this his foul and Jamentable murther, 
and is hanged for his Robbery : and his body afterwards burnt for deftroying and poyfoning 
of this young Gentlewoman Lay Precoverte, whom many Gentlemen and Ladics there preſent 
well knew, and cxcecdingly bewayled, for rhe goodnefle of her (weet nature and pure beauty, 
a alſo for the cxcellency of her honourable perfc&ions and religious vertues 3 And although 
the SpeQtators of this wretch Tivoly his death expe&ted ſome ſpeech from him , at the taking 
of his laſt farewell of this world , yet ( befides his former confeſſion he ſpake nothing bur 
mumbled out ſome few words to himſelf, which were not underſtood 3 Aud thus he lived 
Wretchedly as he dycd miſerably, giving no tcftimony of his contrition or forrow to the 
World, or any ſpark of gricf, or repentance, towards God. 
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Now before his body was fully confumed to Aſhes, This our Wretched and bloudy. 
Gentlewoman Maſſeriae , together with her old Lover but new Husband Harcourt, are 
(by order of the Judges of Sens apprehended and taken Priſoners in their own houſe 
of Saint Sim;lician, as they were walking and Killing together , without any thought 
—» of danger , much lefs of death. They hereat look each on other with grief and afto. 
niſhment , efpecially 2/aſerina , who underſtanding ( by ſome ot thoſe that apprehend 
them- ) That ic was th: ſralian Mountebank Tyvoly , who at his Execution accufcd her, 
but not h:r RButband ta: court for having and cauling him to poyſon her Siſter La Pre- 
coverie, ſheerkci iocs hier ſell to bee dead Woman, and no hope Ieft her in the World 
of her lite , but every way 2 firm affurance and confidence of her death z yer ſeeing Tyvoly 
d:ad , ſh: reſolves to Rani upon her Juſtification. She isall in Tears at this her lamen- 
table difaſter, cluricih the name and memory of Tyvoly for ruining her , with himſelf, 
and now , when it 1s too late ſhee blames her ſelf of indiſcretion , for neglcQing, ahd* 
not dealing ciicHtuailywih T7 I V O L TY in Priſon, to conccal thig her faft and 
namc. 


As for her Husband Harcourt , he C knowing himſelf abſolutely: kmoceht of this mure 
ther, he grieves not tor the death of his firft Wife La Precoverte, but now extremely mour. 
ncth and lamenteth to think of this, of the ſecond Wife Maſſeriae , for live, he fears ſhe 
cannot. He bids her yet be of good comfort, and whiſpereth her ſecretly in her Ear, 
that he will give all his cſtate and means to ſave her lite, or elſe that he will dye with her, 
{he chanks him with a world of fighs and tears, and 1ounds him as privatly in his Ear 
with many deep Oaths and Afſverations , that her tongue (hall never dare to ſpeak” any 
one word or ſyllable to heg Judges , which ſhall rend to the prejudice of his reputation, 
ſaſcty or life , and ſo they are by their apprehenders ſeperated ; and then feverally conveyed 
to the Priſon of Sens , Maſſerina is firlt arraigned by the Judges , where ( according to her 
formerreſolution ) ſhe ( nor with tears, butwith high words and ſpeeches ) Rtands upon her 
.Jnnocency and Juſtification , they inform her how ftrongly Tivoly at his death declarcd ſhe, 
had given him two hundred and fifty Crowns, a Saphir Ring , and fifty Crowns more to 
pay his charges at Pagges , and how he at her ipſtigation, and in favour of this her Gold 
yſon:d La Pricoverte ather father Monſieur La V aqueris houſe at Troyes , ſhe terms Tivoly 
witch anjl devil, yeaworfe:than a thouſand devils. Thus to accuſe her falſcly of this murther 
of her ſiſter Precoverte', whereof ſhe vowes to God and the world , to Earth and Heaven , that 
ſhe is as innoccnt as that damned Italian was guilty thereof; but the Judges (notwithſtanding 
all theſe ber great fumes and cracks.) do preſently condemne her to the rack , the whichas 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw and conſidered the ſharp nature of thoſe exquiſite corments, then God was fo 
merciful to her ſoul by his grace, though ſhe wasnot ſo heretofore to her body by the per 
tration of her foul iins, that ſh: would not permit her ' tender dainty limbs to be —_—— 
the miſery of thoſe cruel tortures, but then and there confefſeth her ſelf ro be the author of 
poyſoning La Precorerte her fiſter , 'as Tivoly was the ator thereof , when being here by her 
Judges farther demanded whether her laft husband Harcourt were not likewiſe acceffary with 
her in poyſoning of his firſt wife La Precoverte, ſhe with much affurance and conſtancy cleers 
him hereof, and is ſo kind and loving to him , as ſh: ſpeaks not a word: to them, of 
his piftolling to death of her Husband his Brother Vimory : Sofor this her foul and bloudy 
faCt of hers ſhe is condemned to be hanged the nexc morning and for that night again 
returned ro Priſon , where (hz and her ſorrowfull Husband , make \great ſute to the Ju- 
ges that they may for a ſhorttime fee and ſpeak one with the other , but it will not be 
granted them : When Harcourt being as confident of his own life , as he was of his wifes 
death , makes ſecret proffzr ( by ſome friends of his |} to the Judges of all bis Lands and 
demanded to fave his wife, but they ( reſembling themſelves ) doſo much fear GOD, 
OI—_— and honour the facred Name of Juſtice , as they are deaf to his re- 
queſts, 


The next morning ( according to her ſentence ) ſhe is brought {to t the place of 

her Execution, but ( at her carneft and: ' importunat requeſt } ſo carly , that very 

* few. pcople were preſent at her death where being! aſcended the Ladder, ſhe there 
again curſed the name , and exccrated the ' memory of that wretched Villain Tivohs 

and wiſhed much proſperity and happineſs to her Hutband H A R CO VU za 
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when turning her Eye about, and ſeeing a Coſen Germain ot his there preſene named 
Mozfieur de Pierpoint, ſh: cals him toher , and is ſo vain at this laft period ( asie were 
of her life, as ſh: takes off her Glovz and Braceler from her right band zhd Arm, 
and praycs him to deliver it to his Colin and her Hutband Harcourt , andto affure him 
from/her that ſhe di:d , his moſt Jovinz and conſtant Wife , which AMoyfieur Pierponte 
Gichfully promiſed her toperform , then a $ 1bordinat Officer of Juſtice being there co ſee 
her dye, tcls her that he was now commanded by the Judges his Superiours, to tell het, 
that ſh: being now to leave Earth, and fo ready to afſ:nd into Heaven 5 they prayed her 
in thename and fcar of God to declare to all thoſe who were preſent , if her Hathand 
Harciurt, yea orno, had ariy hand , or were knowing or acceſſiry 5 with her in the poy- 
ſoning of his firſt Wife Le Precoverte, and chat ſhe ſhould do pioully and Chriſtanh to 
diſcover the truth thereof, which would undoubtedly tend ro Gods glory , and the als 
vation of her own ſoul : when ſh:e ſolemnly vowed co him , and to aliche p:ople, 
that her Huzbband HARCOUR T never knew , nor in thought , word, 
word, or deed, was ariy way accefſary knowing or conſenting with her or Tivoly, in poyſo- 
ning of his Wife , and this which ſhe now ſpake was the pure truth, as ſhe hoped for Heavenz 
And now aftcr a few tears, ſh: moſt vainly and idlely tcll prayfing and commending of him, 
eſpecially how tenderly and dearly he loved her; with other ridiculous and impertinent ſp:es 
ches tending that way , which I hold (every way) unworthy of my mention and rep:titiori 
(but had not the grace , cither to look up to Heaven, or to God with repentance , or the good- 
neſs to look down into her own heart, conſcience or ſoul , with contrition and ſorrow tor all 
thoſe her foul Adulteries and Murthers ; Neither to pray toGod for her ſelf, orto requeſt 
thoſe who were preſent to pray to God for her 3 And fo ſhz was turned over, all wohdring and 
gricving at her bloody crime, and ther:forc ſome few Jamenting or ſaxrowing for this her infa- 
mousdeath : But ſhe there ſpeaks nor a word, or the ſhadow of a word, cither of her Husband 
Harcourts piſtoling to death of his Brother her firſt Husband Vimory, or of her knowledge ; 
thereof or conſent thereunto, 

Now though Harcourt ſeemed outwardly very ſorrowfull for this ſhamefull death of his wife 
Maſſerina, yet hc is inwardly exceeding Joyfull, that her filerice at her death , of murthering 
his Brother Vzmory, hath preſerved his lite with his reputation, and his reputation with his 

life z Whereupon _—y the day freed and acquitted by the Judges of Sexs; both of his pre- 
tended crime, as alſo of his impriſonment 3 He compoſing his countenance equally beewixt 
| Joyand ſorrow, returns to his houſe of Saint Simplician, where now thinking himſelf abfos 
Jutcly diſcharged and cleared of all theſe his former Adulterics, as alſo of his late cruell mur- 
thering of his Brother 3 He within two {or at moſt within three moneths after his wife Maſſeri- 
aes Ex:curtion cafts off his mourning apparell, (which he wore for her death ) and neither 
thinking of his ſoul or his conſcience, or of H:aven or hell , heflints and froliques it out in 

f brave apparell, and becauſe he is now fortunatly arrived to be chief Lord and Maſter of a 

| great cftate both in Lands and mony, therefore he thinks it not his pride, but his glory, and 

not his vanity but his generoſity to delight and put himſelf now into farr'richer Apparrell than 

ever formerly he had done, whereofall the Gentlemen his N:ighbours , yeagall the City of Sens, 

(with nolictle wonder )) took efpeciall notice thereof ; Yea he is ſo far from once dreaming or 

thinking cither of his murthering of his Brother Vimory , or of the deplorable aid untimely 


ends of his two Wives, as with much vanity, and with farr more haſt then diſcretion or confi» 
deration, he now ſpzedily reſolves to take and marry a third. But his hopes will deceive him; b” 
= becauſe God in his ſacred Juſtice and Judgments will deceive his hopes. """FY 


For, when he thinks himſelf ſecure and ſafe , not only from the danger, but likewiſe from 

& the ſuſpition of any fatall or difaiterous accident whchk can poſſibly befall him 3 then, the tri- 

| umphant power of G ds revenge will both ſuddenly and ſoundly {urpriſe him. His honeft man 

D, Noell, (with an obſervant eye, and a conſcionable, and forrowfull heart) hath heard of Le Pres 

covertes poyſoning , and of Vimorees piſtolling to death, and hath likewiſe ſeen the hanging 
both of Tivoly , and ofhis laft Miſtris Maſſeriva. In all which ſeverall accidents, as otic way 

of he wondreth at the malice of Satan : So another way he catinot but infinitly admire and ap» 


ery plaud the Juſt Jndgments of the Lord : He likewiſe knows what his Mafter Harcorrt is to him 
ere and he to his Maſter, and in time of his ſcrvice and attendance under him , what different and 
oly, | fceverall paſſages of bufineſs and ſecrets have paſt berween them : He hath remarked farr more 
, vices then vertues in his Maſter , whereat he much grieveth, but he was infinicly more  enfor- : 
hen  ccdthindcfirous cither to fee or knowthem , and this again dorh exceedingly rejoyee him © He 
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well knows that fidelity is the glory of a ſervant , and yet ir is a continuall ferfible griet to hjg 
heart, and vexation co his ſoul, to ſce that his maſt-r ſerves God no better ; He doch not de. 
fire to know things (which concern his ſaid Maſter) whercotf he is ignorant, but doth with and 
pray to God that he were ignorant of many chings which he knows , and of more which he 
fears; and bcing very often perplexed in his mind with the reluQation of theſe different cauſes 
and their as different effeAts, He cannor but in the end fatirfis himfclt with chis refolation : 
That as Harcourt is his Exrihly Maſter , ſo God is his Heavenly Maſter. But here betides an 
unexpected and unwiſhed Accident to this N:e!!, which will ſpecdilyrry of what temper and 
mecall both himſclf, his heart, his conſcience and his ſoul is made , and whar infinice diſpariry 
there is betwixc Earth and H:aven. 

By the pleaſure and viſitation of God , He is ſuddenly taken extream f1:k of a peſtilent Fea» 
ver, but not in his Maſtcr H arconrts honſe, but in his own Fathers houſe , who dwelt ſome. 
four leagues zhence at a pariſh called Saint Lazare, and his Phyſician yeelding him a dead 
man, he,as a religious Roman Catholick, take; the extream UnQtion, and then prepares him= 
Clfrodyc: Bucrhe is ſo morall, and ſo gooda Chriſtian, as (the premiſes conſidered ) hee 
reſolves to carry his conſcience pure, and his Soul white and unſported to Heaven. He prayes 
his Father therefore,that he will ſpeedily ride to Sens (in whoſe Juriſdiction Saint Lazare was) 
and to pray two of rhe three judges to come over to him, for that he hath a great Secrer to re- 
veal th:m now on his death-bed, which conduceth to the glory of God, the ſervice ot the King, 
and the good of his own foul. His Father accordingly rides to Sexs, and brinys two of thaſe 
Jucges ſpeedily wich him to his Sons beds fide,to whom (in preſence of three or tour more of 

is Fathcrs N:ighbours ) he,very fick in body, but perfte&ly ſound in mind, tels them , that hig. 
Maſter Harcourt would (heretofore ) have had him piſtoll his Brother Vimory co death, and 
profered him two hundred Crownsin mony , and forty Crowns Annuity during his life to 
prricem.tt but he refuſed it, and knowing the ſaid Adounſieur de Vimory to be fince maurthered 

y a Piſtoll , he therefore verily believes, thar it is cither his ſaid Maſter , or ſome other for 
him, which is guilty of that Iamentable murther , the tru: detection whereof (he ſayes) he 
leaves to God and to them, and within half an hour after , (yca before they were departed 
his Fathers houſe ) this Nel! dics. | 

Hereupon , theſe Judges wondring at the providence of God , in the evidence of this 
dying man for the diſcovery of this lamentable murther, They ſp:edily ſend away their 
Officers, who apprehend Harcourt in his own houſe cf Saint Simplician , carowſing and 
froliking it in his beft Wine, in Company of three or four of his deboſh:zd Confſorts and 
Companions, and ſothey bring him to Sexs : Where lying in Priſon that night, the next 
morning thc Judges of that City cauſe him to be arraigned before themg and Charge him 
with piſtoling of his Brother Mouxſfieur de Vimory to death , which (fortified and armed by + 
the Devill )) he ſtrongly and ſtoutly denics ; they read his man Noe!!s dying Evidence againtt | 
him , to prove it : So they adjudge him the ficry corment of the Scorpions, for the vindi- 
cation of this truth , the which he endureth with a wonderfull fortiryde and conftancy , 
and ftill denies. When their heart being prompted from Heaven , and their ſoules from 
God,, That hc was yct the undoubted murtherer of his Brother , they the ſecond time 
adjudged him to the rack , whercon permitting himſclf to be faſtened, and the tormenters 

ivinga good touch at him , God is more mercifull to his ſoul, than his Tortures arc to 

is body, and fo with tcars in hiscycs , he confeſſith that it was hee which Piftolled his 
Brother Vimory to dcath, and which afterwards ran him twice thorow the body with his 
Rapier: Whereupon for this bloody aud unnatural fat of his , His Judges ( wichouc 
any regard to his extraftion or quality) condemn him the next afternoon between four 
and five of the Clock,to be broken alive on the wheel at the publike place of executions 
Some few Gentlemen his Kinsfolk ſolicire his reprivall, becauſe as yer they deſpair nor .of his 
pardon, but rhcie labours prove vain, and they purchaſe no reputation in ſecking it, for now 

Il Sens and the adjacent Country cry fic on him, and on kis foul and enormous Crimes of 
Adultery and Fratricidec. | 
_ Lothe next day, (at the hour and place appointed ) he is brought to his Execution, 
where a mighty concourſe of people, both of SENS and the Adjacent Country , 
flock. to. ſee this Monſter of nature take his laſt farewell of this World. Being moun- 
ted on.the Scaffold , in.a Tawny Sattin ſatc with a Gold Edge , Hee confeſſerh himſelf 
Bee of. murthering . his Brother Vimery , and yet be grives' farr wore for the death 

;his. laſt. Wife Mafſprixq. than he doth for that of -his firſt , Ls Precoverte : _ denn 
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forgiveneſs ot God, and the World for this his foul crime of Fratricide , and cs all 
w: are there preſent to pray to Almighty; God for the ſalvation of his ſoul , nd thae 
they become more charitable and Religious , and efs bloudy and prophane, by his cxample. 
So commending his ſoul unto God, tis body to the Earth from whence it came, and marking 
himſelf three or four times with the ſign of the Croſs , he willingly ſuffers the Executi to 
faften his Leggs and Armes upon the Wheel , the which as ſoon he breaks with his fron Bas 
untill he have ſeized upon death, and death on him. $1 . 
And thus was the wretched lives, and miſerable, and yet deſerved deaths of theſe our cruetf © 
and inhumanc, graccleſs Murtherers 3 and in this mannerdid the Triumphs of Gods Revenge 
;uftly ſurprizc them ro their ſhame, and cut them off to their, Confuſion. May we read 
Hiſtory to Gods glory, and as often meditate thereon \to our own particular reformation and 
inftcuQtion. = 7 =P 
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* Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XV1IL 


Romeo (the Lacquie of Borlary ) kills Rovegntce , the Chamber-maid of the Lady Feliſanna ix 
the ftreet, and is hanged for the ſame ; Borlary afterwards bireth Caſtruchio ( an Apothecary ) 


to poyſor her Husband Scignior Plancze, for the which Caftruchio is hanged , and his body thrown 


3nto the River, and Borlary is bekeaded, and then burnt. 


that rich ornament , and onavic , which God (in his Son Chriſt Feſus ) hath Tent 
us for the planting of our Faith' 3 andgiven us for the extirpation of our prophaneſs, and roo» 
ring our of our Impicty. But this is the ſubtle malice , and malitious ſubrilty of Satan, (he 
profeſſed enemy , and Arch-Traytor of our ſoulcs) as alſo of his infernall Agents and FaRtors, 
who thereby make themſelves fire-brands and incendiarics of their own felicity and ſafery. And 
becauſe the examples ofthe wicked, do firike apprehenfion and fear to the godly, and that the 


= commer death of murtherers , doth fortific the Charity, and foment and confirg the 


of theliving. Therefore (for that Reaſon, and to this end) | have purpoſely given 
_ thisnext Hiftory a place 'in my Book, wherein we ſhall ſee Choller, Malice , and Revenge, to 
at many deplorable and bloudy parts ; Let us read it witha zealous fear and a Chriſtian for- 


tirude, and fo we ſhall affuredly hate this foul and crying Sinn in others, and religiouſly , and 
The 


conftantly avoid ir in our ſelves. 


T isatheuſand gricfs , and pitties, to ſee Chriſtians who arc honoured with that glorious 
tithe and appellation, ſhould ſo wiltully and wretchedly loſe it, by imbrewing their guilsy, 
hands in the innocent bloud of their Chriftian Brethren, and thereby to bereave our ſelves of 
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The foandation of this Hiſtory , is laid in the fair and famous City of Verona , ( anti- 
ently a great Colony ofthe Romans , ſince a free eſtate of it ſelf, but now dependant. and 
ſubj:& ro the Eſtate and Szignior of Venice )) wherein their lately dwclt an old Gentlemen be- 
ing a Widdower, and one of the chiefeft and nobl:ſt familics of that City , named Scignior 
F abritius Miniata , who was rich in Lands, but exceeding wealthy in mony , ( whereof he 
had put a great and remarkable Sum in the bank of Venice he had one only Child, a daugh- 
ter of ſome eighteen years of age, named Doxa Feliſanna, who was wonderfull fair, and a 
moſt lovely {weer Creature , tall and fl:nder of ſtature , of yellow Golden hair , and ſanguine 
dimak Roſe Complexion; Now as her beauty was cvery way anſwerable to her birth and 
extraftion, no leſs were her fingular vertues and ſweet perfeCtions - to her beauty, anda 
23 wealth , bzauty and vertue concurring and meeting, together, are three powerfull Jures;s 
and attraftive Adamants to draw the defircs and aff:tions of many noble Gentlemen to ſeck 
her in marriage 3 Sotwo of her chict Suitors and who chiefly flattered their hopes to injoy 
this fiveet and precious Jewell of nature , and who ſtood in beſt poſſibility to bear away her 
aff:tion and herſelf, was Seignior Thomas Planeze, a brave young Gentleman of the Neigh- 
bour City of Mantova , of a {weet preſ:nce, and proper comely feature , of fome twenty five 

ears old, not very rich, yet enduced with,competent means to maintain himſelf like himſelf, 
Ln infinicly well bred , and adorn:d and honoured with all choſe generous parts and en- 
dowments which are requilic: to make the Gallants of our times compleat , and the other 
Seigniar Tuan de Borlariga very rich Gentleman of che ſame City of Verona, a proper man of 
countenance , but of p:rſonage ſome what crook-backed , and much Camber-legged ; and 
drawing towards forty years of agez but of education , conditions and qualitics ſo igno- 
rant and incivill, as he ſeemed to be rather a Citiz:n than a Gentleman, or-indeed , more a 
clown than a Cirizzn, and y:t otherwiſe of metall and courage cnough. And that we may 
the more apparently ſee ,and perteftly know , upon what terms they both ftand , as wal in 
the opinion ofthe Father, as the afſ:Xion of the Daughter 3 Miniate 18 infinitly ' defirous of 
Burlari for his S>n-in-law , but not of Planeze, and Peliſanna is exceedingly affcAted to 
' take Planeze for her H 1thand , but not Borlarz 3 which they both perceiving , whiles Borlari 
intends to ſeek the aff:tion and conſent of the Father before that of the Daughter ; Plane- 
ze ſhapes a contrary courſe, reſolves to ſeek and preferr that of the Daughter before the Fa- 
ther , the regard of Borlari his wealth , and of Plazezes poverty with covetous Miniata like a 
furious ſtream, or impetuous Torreat, beats down all other regards and confiderations before 


it. Bur the conſideration and reſpe& of Borlari his deformed perſonage, and then that of P/a-- 


 n22es ſweet feature and deportment with amorous Fe/iſanna, as a delicious charm , and hearts 
laviſhing cxtzſie, ſweeps away all other regards and reſpeCts whatſocver. The Father bids Bors 
lari to be co:1ragious and cheerfull , and then he (hall not fail to have his Daughter for his 
Wife ; But the Daughter wills Planeze to be diſcreet and conſtant, and then ſhe will not fail 
to take him for her Haisband 3 Miniata to ſhew his love to Berlari , ſorbids Planets his houſe, 
and the company of kis daughter ; Feiiſanna to reveal her dear and feryent aff-Gtion to Plas 
#eze, afſurech him he ſhall often enjoy both her ſight and company , but confidently if not pe-= 
remtorily, prohibits Borlari ro approach her preſence. Thus whiles Borlari often frequentech 
and converieth with the Father publikely, nolcfs , or indecd farr oftner doth P!aneze privat- 
l y and whiles the firſt hath morecauſe to deſpair, than reafon to hope of her aff:&ion and 
conſent to b2 his wife : the ſccond hath all the reafons and cauſes of the world , not only to 
hope bur to aſſure himfelf rhereof 3 Bar the patience of a little time, will ſhortly reſolve our cu- 
riofity, whercun:o theſe diffrent affcQtions will tend, and whatthe cvent and iffae will be of 
theſe their oppolite intentions and refolutions. 7 


NP 


But becauſe the ambition and wiſdom of Borlaty will make ic conſpicuous and apparant to DE 
bis Miftris , That there is mach diff:reace betwixt him, and. Planeze as there is between hees 


ſelf, and her Chanber-maid Radegonda'; He therefore ſeeing that he cannot hitherto gain her 
by the pzrſwation of her Father , now hopevang attempts.it by this her maids ſolicitation 3as 


/ *% 
- 


bolding her co be a fit inſtrument for the compaſhag of his deſires y and a proper Agen . top 


the perfeCting and crowning of his wiſhes, b:caufc his beſt genius and intelligence in form thi, 


thatſhz hath a grcat power and bears a great ſtroke and ſway with her Miſtres : Bur werthall 


_ody ſce., and hz too ſoon find the contrary, and that theſe his YI grounded hopes and" uns | 
28 TY 


uing attempt of his, will both deceive his ambition, and betray his wiſdom and” judge= 
ment, Now to gain this her chamber-maid Radegonda to his will, that thereby with clic niore 
acility and cheerfulnels, the may obtain him her Miſtres 5 her favour and \affe&tion - Hez 
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- no way bur refle& on the ot 


bribes her wich filver and Gold , and many ocher gifts, if nor too colily tor his giving, yer 


lam ſure too rich for her receiving , and in requirall chereof ſhe with her congue promilcth him 
her beſt power and alliſtance towards her Miſtris , but in her heart intends the contrary , which 


is dircaed to betray him 3 Hz ſends likewiſe by her to his love, and her Miſtris divers curious 
rich preſents and two Letters, and prayes her to take time at advantage, and fo to d:liver them 
to her from him the which likewiſe ſh: faithfully promiſeth, but yet intends nothing leſs, fo 
ſh: hoalds it rather a vertue than a vice, to keep theſe preſents for her ſelf, and to vive the 
Letters to his Corrivall Planeze, ro whom (by ſolemn Oath ) ſh: had forme: ly ingaged her 
beſt art and power , and her chiefelt aſſiſtance, Which policy, or rather which fallacy of hers 
is not ſo ſecretly born betwixt Planeze and her (elf, but B:rlar i ( by ſome finifter accidentall 
means ) hath perfe& notice thereof, which he takes ſo unkindly at Radegondaes hands, as(con- 
ſulring more with paſſion then reaſon) his heart is ſo inflamed with Choller, and his refolu- 
tion with revenge againſt her , that (impatient of all delayes ) he ſends for her one afternoon 
to meet him at th Amphitheatre, and from thence goes with her to the next ſtreet to a frinds 
houſcof his, where aſcending a Chamber and bolting the door within ſide to him;he ( with 
choler and threats (chargeth her with this her ingratcfull infidelity and treachery toward him; 
when drawing all the truth from her,by making hcrſelf a witneſs againſt her ſelf as well of the 
delivery of his Letters to Planeze , as alſo of keeping her preſents for her ſelf, and thar her Mi- 
ſtris and he arc ſolemnly contratted each to other : Hz there in meer revenye to her, and in 
malice and diſdain to her Miſtris , pulls off her head attire, and very baſcly and violently cuts 
away all her hair , and throws it into the fire, notwithſtanding that RaZegond as firft fell on hep 
knees , and with infinit tears and prayers beſought him to the contrary : Butas he hath made 
it an aCtof his revenge to R adegonda, and of his diſeain to her Lady. his unkind Miftris Pali 
ſanna, ſo he now likewiſe refolves to make it one of his juſtifications to the world. Poor Ras 
degenda is all in tears and choller at this her difgracefull accident received of Beylari, and no 
leſs, but rather farr more is her young Lady and Miftris Feiiſa:ma, the grict of the one ingen- 
dring the choller of the other , yea this ignoble and malicious fatt of his doth ſo dceply ſtrike 
in herheart and mind, and fo extreamly cxaſperatcth her againſt him, as ſh2 makes her lover 
Planeze acquainted therewith, who (notwithſtanding her Fathers prohibition) was then diC- 
cended his Coach and aſcended the Parlor to viſit her. Planeze wordreth and ericves at' this 
incivill and baſe —_— of Borlari towards Radegonda , which he every ways ſees can 

er part of himſelf Feliſanna, and ſo conſequzntly cn himſelf : 
When (being in her preſence) the paſſions of his aff.&ion, and the fumes of his revenge fo 
farr cclipſc and tranſport his judgement, as he freely profereth her his Sword, and (elf, ro 
right Radegondaes wrong on the perſon and life of Borlari, the which courtefi: and noble af 
fe&ion and reſpe& ofthis Felifanna takes moſt lovingly and kindly ofhim, but yer loves him fo 
tenderly and dearly, that by no means ſhe will permit him to ingage; much leſs to hazard him- 
ſelf in this triviall quarrel! ; which being (as ſhe affirmed) more feminine then maſculine, did 
therefore more properly belong to her own deciding and requitall, the which (in that tegard) 
ſhe prayed him wholly to leave and referre to herſelf. 

Borlari (by ſome of Miniataes domeſtique ſervants , whom in favour of mony he hath made 
to be his friendly Spies and intelligencers ) hearers hereof, and eſpecially takes notice of Pla- 
nezes forwardnes to fight with him for the quarrell of a poor Chamber-maid , fo {ccing that he 
could hope for nothing but for deſpair in his affc&ion from Feliſanna he takes this ſo ill from 
Planeze,) who although he be his rivall and comp:titor , yet being ina manner bur a ftranger 
to him) that he cannot, he will not be outbraved by this Mantoveſſe in any point of courage 
or valour, and therefore to prevent his inſulting and daring Gencrolity , and to give him a 
couch and caſt of his own : He the next morning by his lacquie Romeo ſends him this Chal- 


lenge. 
BORLARY to PLANEZE. 


| Caf regard thou couldeft not content thy ſelf to bereave me of the Lady Fcliſanna, whoſe ſweet beaue 


ty and vertues are by farr more dear and pretious tome then my life, but that ( with much oftenta* * 


tation and nialice) thou likewiſe makeſt it thy Trophee and Glory , to offer her the ſacrifice of my 


death , only for the triviall reſpet} of her Chamber-maids hair; Therefore becauſe thou,.makeſt ſo 
ſmall aneſteem of my life ; My reputation invites, and mine honour conjures me to ſee what care thou 


wilt have for the defence and preſervation of thine own. To which end, 1 pray thee to meet wee to more 


row (* betwixt fitve andſix of the clock in the afternoon ) with thy ſingle Rapier without ſeconds, 
in 
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Hiſt XVIII. Planege and Feliſenns. 
iu the firſt meadow without the V inſenſa gate of this City , where I Wit! attend thy arrivall, wich 


much zeal and impatiency Thou art Noble enough to be ſo generous, and I generous enzugh to try if 
thou wilt appear , and approve thy ſelf ſo Noble. 


BORLARY. 


The Lady Feliſanna well knowing Romeo to be Borlari his Lacquie, and ſeeing him deliver 
alctter to her lover P/aneze , which ſhe fearcth to be ſome challenge , ſhe thereat (C adornin 
and beautifying her lilly cheers with a Roſeat bluſh) praycs him to tell her what Borlary his 
ſetter contained 3 When ( his own honour getting the ſupremacy of his affe&ion towards her) 
he tcls her, that Borlar; therein only requeſted him, to meer him the next day in the Dom 
(which is the Cathedrall Church of that City, dedicated to Sint Athanaſivs ) the which he 
is now going to grent him in his anſwer. But Fel;ſanna, til} jealous and fearfull ). prayes 
him to ſh:w her thoſe two Ltters , which he pleaſantly puts off with ſome kiſſes, and yer her 
bloud and heart ſo freezzth within her with fear, as ſhe uſeth the beſt power of her art, and 
the chicfeR Art of heraff:Qtion, to conjure him not to fall our, muchleſs to fight with Bor= 
lary at theic meeting in the Church. Plaxeze tells her he is too irrcligious to be fo prophane, 
to diſdain and pollute that facred place with the cffufion of Chriſtian bloud, becauſe it is the 
Temple of Pcayer,thz houſe of God , and therefore every way fitter for a peacefull atronemens 
and reconciliation , than for a contentions quarrell, now (as the malice of men is finite , but 
of women infinte) Feliſanne ſeeing her Planeze going to write his Letter, revenge and chol- 
cr being then extravagantly predominant in her looks and reſolutions , ſhe haſtily ſteps down 
into a Chamber next to the Garden, where ſh2 ſends for Borlaries Lacquie Romeo , and catiſerh 
three of her Grooms (whom ſhe had purpoſely placed there by force and violence to cut off his 
right Ear 3 which they preſently do, notwithſtanding that he uſed athouſand intreaties and 
prayers to her to divert her from this her unworthy and malicious fa&t , and then haftily des 
parting from him , ſh: ſpake this to him : Tell chy Maſter Borlart, that 1 have caufed chine 
carto be cut off, to requite the affcont and diſgrace which he offered me in cutting off my 
Chamber-maid R adegondacs hair. 

Planeze having ſecretly ro himſelf read Borlari his challenge : He thinks ſo honourably of 
himfelf, and ſo difgracetully of him, as he not a litcle wondreth to ſee , that he hath the con 
rage to write to him, nuchleſs the reſolution to fight with him; When grieving that he can» 
not now have the fclicity and honour to make tryall of his valour to himfelf , and aft:Qion: to 
hisMiſtris upon a more generous ſpirit, and nobler perſonage then Borlari, he accepts his 
challenge , ard in this anſwer promiſeth him to meet him and perform it, the which he: ho« 
nourably conceals from Feliſaxnaes fear and jealoufic, and fo ſcaling up his Letter, he goes 
down to deliver it to Borlary hisLacquie, and refolves to' diſpeed and haſten his return bue 
contrary to his expeAtation he finds this Lacquie Romeo bicterly ſtorming and weeping and 
ſademanding the cauſe thereof , he then and there by a Gentleman his ſervant , is firſt infor 
med of the Laquies diſgrace, and ofthe manner thereof as we have underſtood ; Planezs is 
wonderfully grieved at this difaſterous accident, but love prefcribes ſo powerfull a Iawto his 
diſcretion, as he is inforced to bear up with the time and fo to difſcmble it, and whenin the 
language of a vitory anda triumph Feliſanna acquaints him therewith z he holdsit diſcretion, 
rather to -wink at it, anddifſcmble ir with tilence 3 then to remember it. with chollee 
or reprehenfion towardsher 3 So he to acquir his ignorance , reputation, and honour hercir 
towards Borlari, calls his Lacquie again , and vowes and proteftcth'to him, as he is a Genele« 
man that he is free from being any way knowing or acceſſary'to this his difgrace and diſaſter , 
and bids him to affure his Mafter from him, thathe is every way Innocent hereof ,, the whicts 
be would have ſignified to him in writing , but rhat his Lerter was ſcaled before he knew ity. 
_ ſo giving him ſome crowns to waſh down his anger and ſorrow, he then takes leave of 

im, | | 

Romeo ſayes little but thinks the more, and as he diſdaineth'to bewray any ax 1ce of 
grief hereat, ſo he cannot cloak that ofhis chollernor overvaile'or ſmother that of revenge;/in 
their fatall effc&ts, which time will too ſoon produce. 4 OIL 

Romeo in great haſt and more choller, arrives to his Maſter Borlaries preſence, gives him Plav 
hs Letter, who very ſpeedily and haſtily breaking up the ſeals thereof finds therein thefs 

mes, 


PLANEZE 


__—_— * 4 ws * - 
$2.1 | 
w,- $——>\ - 4 -- 47 Soon » 
£ _ 
——————— - 


4 4 p Y 4 ! * s . 4 . , + : s | "ond Y | : g "oy 5 TD, Y 7 p | 
4 7 "Wy +. | | . Po 3 Er | Rt "P 
_ 4 , : , ws.” LLY — " . ; @ 
#«STT_ —_— _ ” —_ _ | 
| | nit Murtber Book IV 
a -. 7 
- 26 4 ods A evenge 49am uriper. 00 . 
_ >, a4 _ << 


PLANEZE to BORLARY. 


Acknowledge it to be rather thy misfortune then my merits that induceth the fair and vertuous It. 
I; Feliſanna to give her affettion to mee, and not to thy ſelf , the which as a rich treaſure, and 
pretious Jewell I d» not only eſteem equall to my life , but a thouſand degrees above it, and thereforg it 
was with much affetion and zeal to her, and with no oftentation or malice to thy ſelf , that I tey. 
dred ber my beſt ſervice, to right her of the ignoble wrong which thou didit «offer to her Chamber-maiq 
Radcgonde. 1# which regard, becau ſe thou purpoſely giveſt a ſiniſter conſtruftion to my intent there;y 
«nd art ſo ambitiouſly reſolute to hazard thy honour and life in hope of the loſs of mine, I do there. 
fore freely and cheerfully accept ofthy challenge, and my impatience and zeal ſhall anticipate thing 
before I perform it , wherein if my Rapier give not the lie to my bloud, my wisfortune to my Rapier, 

* thou ſhalt find mee enough noble and generons to attempt this duell ſor thy ſake , and to finiſh thoſe of 
greater danger for the Lady Fcliſannas ſake , who freely profeſs is the Empreſs of my affedions,and 
till death fhall be the Dueen Regent of my deſires and wiſhes. | 

PLANEZE. | 


Berlari hath no ſooner peruſed and ore-read this Letter of Plaxeze, but finding his ch allenge 
accepted, he is exceeding glad and joyfull thereof, as if his glory coufiſted in his ſhame, and 
his ſafety in his danger : Then his Lacquie Romeo acquaints him with his diſgrace a&ted, faith 
he, wholly by Dons Feliſanna, and no way as he vowes and thinks by the conſent or knowled 
of Planexe, and fo relatcsall that he and ſhe charged him to report unto him : The which Bor- 
lari bearing and underftanding, he extreamly ftorms to fee his own affront ar:d diſgrace, off:- 
red and brought home unto him in that of his Lacquice: When having other affairs and by- 
fine(s in his head, he contents himſelf for that time to give him ſome Gold, thereby the ſooner 
to make him forget the loſs of his Ear , which his locks better than his looks could now over« 
vaile and cover. 

Theſe two inconfiderat Gentlemen, (being infinitly more ambitious to preſerve their ho- 
mours than their lives, and more carefull of their reputations towards the fooliſh people of the 
world, than of their ſoules towards God ) are now fitting of their Rapiers and Chirurgions , 
to diſpatch this their raſh enterpriſe and irreligious butineſs, and it is not the leaft part of 
Planexes diſcretion and care to play the Mercury, and now to blind the Argus cyes of Feliſan- 
nes fear and vigilancy, and how to ſee a beginning and end to this ducll with his generofity 
and fame, thar he be no way diſturbed or prevented by her in the performance thereof: The 
prefixed hour being come, Borlary (with his Chicurgeon) as Challenger, comes firſt into the 
fizld, I mcan into the M:adow, the defigned place and theatre where they intend to a& this their 
bloudy Tragedy, and he hath not ſtayed halfe a quarter of an hour , but Planeze the Chal- 
lenged arrives there likewiſe with his Chicurgion : When their malice is {o furious , and their 
courages ſo inflamed cach againſt other , as paſſing over their ſalating ceremonies without a 
ceremony, they putting themſelves into their ſhirts, do both of them draw, and fo approach 
each other. At their fickk comming up, Plaxeze rans Byari through the left thigh, and Borlari 
him in the right ſhoulder, and the fight oftheie ſcarlet bloud upon their white ſhirts doth ra- 
ther revive than quench their courages: Ar their ſccond m=2ting , Borlary rans Planeze into 
the right arm ofa large and deep wound, and Plaxeze dics notin debt forit, bur requites it 
with a dangerous one in the ſmall of his belly, which went near to prove mortall , for it fetche 
much blood from him , made him to begin to faint and ſtagger, ſo being both of them well 
near out of breath, they make a ſtand to breath and take the benefit of the air, but their hearts 
and animoſity are fo great, as they will not as yet deſiſt or. leave off, but now begin a freſh to 
redouble their blows and courages, and here they traverſe their ground to gain the advantage 
of the Sun: with farr more adviſement and diſcretion then before. Now at this their third 
comming up, Borlari preſcnts Plaxeze a furious thruſt , but he very a&ively and nimbly wards 
itoff him, and in exchange runs Borlari into the neck, a lictle- wide of his throat bolc: 
whereat Planeze inftantly cloſing with him , he fairly attempted to whip up his heels, but 
thar Borlary his ſtrength prevented Planezes agility : when cach having the other by the collar 

of their ſhirts with one hand , and their Rapiers in the other, as they are ſtriving and ftrugling F 
together, God (more out of his gracious goodneſs and mercy than of their deſires and wilh- F 

es) is plcaſcd that neither ofthem ſhall for this time dyc. For the Earl of Lucerne riding poalt 
(was three Gentlemen in his company) from Venice towards Turix , chanccd to eſpic and ſec G 
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them inthe meadow, almoſt all covered over with ſwear, bloud, and duft, when he and they 
lcaping from their Horſes, he very honourably and charitably raps to them and parts them; 
offering 
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offcring them his beſt power and a pretzy-parcell of his time, to end and ſhut up their differcn- 
ces in "friendly attonement and recaiglilon » bur ſo inveterat and ftrong ( by this time) is 
chcir malice cach to other, as he found irno way feaſcable but impoſiible to effeCtir : So thig 
brave and honourable Earl contents himſelf, to reconduCt and fee them fafe into the City, 
where privatly leaving them to their future fortunes , he again takes horſe away. Our two 
Dacllitts having firſt thanked him for his noble Courcefic towards them , but otherwiſe they 
are exceedingly grieved to ſee the ViEtory puld our of their hands, for the vanity and impicty 
ofcicher of chem flattered and bounded their hopes, with no leſs ambition and telicity, then 
cach their own life, and cithcr of them the death of his adverſary. | But as they are grateful 
to the Earl of Lucersi forthis his honourable courtzlic towards them ; yer they are ſo irrcli- 
gjous as they Took not up to Heaven , nor once have the grace to think on God , much leſs ro 
thank his divine Majeſty, for now ſo mercifully and ſo graciouſly withdrawing them as ic 
were from out the very jaws of death 3 but till they retain cheir malice , and cheriſh and fo- 
ment their revenge cach to other, eſpecially Borlary to Planeze, for it is a- continuall privar 
gricf and a ſecret Corrafive to his content and mind , to ſee that he is inforced to wear the 
Willow Garland, and that Plaxeze muſt bear away-his fair and beautifull Miſtris Feliſanug 
from him : But we will for a little time, leave them to their choughts, and their thoughts to 
God, and fo again ſpeak of Romeo, the Lacquic of Borlary, who as a wretched and moſt cxe- 
crable villain comes now toa& a bloody and wotull part in this Hiftory. 

For we muſt here underſtand , that this lewd Lacquic Romeo, is ſocxtremely incenſed with 
choller and inraged with malice againſt the Lady Fel:ſanns forthe loſs of his Ear,as (being fe» 
duced and incouraged by the Devill ) he was once of the mind to have murchered her ia the 
ſtreet, the very firſt time he had met or ſeen hers bur then again reſpetting bis Maſter Borlory, 
whom he knew affc&ecd her tenderly and dearly , he forſook that oppinion of his, and refol- 
ved to wreak his wrath and indignation upon her three ſervants, who were the Aﬀtors of cut= 
ting off his Ear, as he was the Author thereof 5 But then again remembring that he knew chena 
mot» nor any of them for that they were all purpoſely masked and diſguiſed ; He then ſwaps a 
bargain with the Devill, and the D:vill with him,that che ſtorm of this his malice and revenge 
ſhould affiredly fall on Radegonde her Chamber-maid, from whom it originally proceeded, 
and from this reſolution he is ſo execrably prophanc and bloudy , as he vows that acicher Hea 
ven or Exrth, God or man ſhall divert him. 

But as Envy cannot prove ſo pernitious an enemy to othersas to her {clf, ſo revenge will.in 
the end afſurcdly make us as miſcrable, as firſt it fal{ly promiſed to make us happy. 

Romeo continucth Rtill reſolute in his ragt, and implacable in his revenge towards R ade- 
gonda( ind yet poor innocent harmleſs foul, ſhe was not ſo much as guilty of a bad tchoughs 
muchleſs of a bad aCtion or office towards him; and therefore Ieft deſerving this his revenge) 
when waiting many nights for her, as ſh: iffued forth in the ſtreet in her Ladics errands, he av 
Lft in a dark nighe found her, and there ſlew her with his Rapicr, giving her four ſeverall 
wounds , wherof he mought have ſpared the three laſt , becauſe the very firſt was mortall, 
and thercupon betook himſelf to his heels and fled through the ſtreets , where the people flocks 
ed together ar the report and knowledge of this lamentable Murther, but God is ſo exaſpera= 
ted atthis foul and lamentable fat of his , as (in his Starr-chamber of Heaven) he hath ordaj- 
ned and decreed , that Romeo ſhall inſtantly receive condign puniſhment for the ſaine as not 
deſerving to ſurvive it, tor running through the ftreers to provide for his ſafety and life, He 
at laſt took the River of Addice, near the old Caftle , where thinking ro ſwim over to the o= 
ther fide , or to hide himſelf in ſome of the Mill-boats , he was diſcovered by the Ser» 
tinells Cfor the Watch was alrcady ſet ) and the news of this murther was by chis time reſoun= . - 
ding and ecchoing in all parts of the City. The Souldiers of the Caſtle ſuſpeFted him to be 
the martherer, they ſend a Boatafter him and apprehend him 3 ſo by rhe criminall Judges he 
committed to Priſon for that night, and being the next morning accuſed by Seignior Aﬀe= 


' Wata by way of torture , and the Lady Feliſanna his Daughter by legall order for the mur=« 


thering of her Chamber-maid Radegoxnda, he withour any thought of tear, or ſhew of ſor« 
row orrepentance , freely confeſſeth ir, for the which he is preſently condemned co be hang» 
ed, and the ſame day after dinner he was accordingly diſpatched and exc<cuted , notwirhftan= 


red zechins to ſave him. Thus ws fee there 'was bur one poor night berween Romeves | 
taking away Radegondaes life, and looſing of his own , and between her murthering 
and his hanging 3 At his cxccucion he ſpake not a word either of the lofſe of his 
Ex by the Lady Feliſaxne, -or of that of Radegondaes hair by his Maſter Borlary , 
Whereat both of them exceedingly rejoyce y and re Iſs doth PL ANEZE 
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But for the other ſpeeches which this bloody Foot-man dclivered on the Ladder at his cxecu« 
tion they were either ſo ungodly, or fo impertinent , as the rclation thereof no way deſerycy 
my pen, or-my Readers knowledge. | 
And here to lcave the dead Servant Romeo, return we again to ſpeak of his living Maſter 
Borlary : who after hc had ſpent much time and labour , and as I may fay , ran his invention 
and wit out of breath, to ſeck to prevent that Plapeze might not marry the fair Feliſanng 
hath notwithftanding, to his matchleſs grief, and unſcparable ſorrow ſeen that it is all boot- 
leſs and in vain, for.by this time ſh:,through the importunity of her cears'and Prayers hath ob- 
rained her Father Miniataes conſent, to take and enjoy Seignicr P laneze , for her Husband : 
when to both their hearts delight and content , they are ſolemnly marrycd in Veroza, and in 
that height of pomp and bravery as is requiſite to their noble rapk and quality 3 When Planes 
ze the more topleaſe his new wifc leayes Mantova, and wholly builds up his refidence in Ve- 
ronua With ber , and in her, Fathet Miniataes houſe , who never hated him ſo much 
heretoforc, as now he deeply affe&rs and loves him , and to ſay and write the truth ,' he well 
deſerved that aff:&ion of theF ather, and this love of the Daughter ; firh the Juftre and vertue 
of his ations made it apparant to all Yeroza, yea to all Ttaly, that he proved a moſt kind and 
loving Husband to the one , and a molt obedient, and reſpeCtive Son in Law to the other. 
Now although Feliſan1, be thus marrycd to Planeze, yet the aff. tion of Boylar; to her, is ftil 
ſo farr from fading or withering chereat, as it reviveth and flouriſheth at the fight of her pure 
and dclicate beauty z for thoſe golden trefles of her hair , thoſe {plendant raics of her ſpark- 
ling eyes , and thoſe delicious Lillies and Roſes of her cheeks do a8 ſuch wonders in his heart, 
al his heart in his reſolutions; that his luſt ecclipfing his judgement, and cutbraving his 
diſcretion he cannot, he will not refrain, to try if he can yet procure and get her to be his friend 
though not his wife 3 and ſo futurcly to obtain that curtchie from her by the eye , which for- 
merly he knew it impoſſible for him to get by the maine» To which cnd his affc&ion oc 
rather his folly giving no truce to his thoughts, nor peace to his mind , becauſe both the one 
and the other were ftill ranging and ruminating on Feliſannaes ſweet Idea, and delitions 
featurez He enters into a confideration and conſultation with himſelf, whether he ſhould bes 
wray his amorous flame to her by himſelf or by ſome other, or cither by his pen or his conguez 
when after he had propoſed and exchanged many poor reaſons and triviall Motives Pro and 
Con, he at laſt reſolves on the laft, which is todo it by Letters, when hying himſelf to his 
Cloſet, he traccth her theſe lines , which by a confident friend of his he forthwith ſends her, 
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BORLARY to FELISANNA. 


r Will crave uo other witneſs but my ſelf , of my fervent love and conſtant affecon to thee z for none 
can better teſtifie,how I alwayes made it my chiefeſt Care and Ambition to make the dignity of my 
zeal anſwerable to that of thy beauty 3 and that this might be as truly Immortal, as that is divinkly 
rare and rarely excelent, which to confirm, I have ſealed it with ſome bloud , but with more tears, 
ſo that although thou haſt given thy affeQion from me to Planeze, _ yet my heart and ſoul tells me itis 
impoſſible to give mine to any but tothe Lady Felifanna. And becauſe thou canſt nor be my wife,there- 
fore Ipray be pleaſed to reſolve to live my Fiend, as in requitall T do dy thy Servant. T confeſs 
am not worthy of thy affection, much leſs to enjoy the ſweet fruit thereof, thy ſweet ſelf; yet becaitſe 
T cannot be more thine than T am, therefore I pray thee make thy ſelf as mach mine as thou maieſt be. - 
Tby heart ſhall not be a truer Secretary to our affeions then my tongue, aud for the times and places 
of our meetings , T wholly referr it to thy will and pleaſure , whichmine ſhall ever carefully attend, 
and religiouſly obey. T ſend thee my whole heart incioſed in this Letter, and if thou vouchſaſei0 
return me @ piece of thine in exchange, Heaven my , but Earth cannot croſs our affection. | 


BORLARY. 
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The Lady Feliſanna receives this letter with much wonder, and ore-rcadsit with more con- 
tempt and Choller for if ſhe diſdained Borlary and his affe&ion when ſhe was a Maid, much 
more doth ſhe now when God and her Husband have made her a wife : Once fhe was of opt» 
Ws. pion to. have thrown this his letter into the firc, and have anſwered ic with diſdain and filence3 
q But then again confidering the vanity of his thoughts, and the obſcenity of his deſires, ſhe 
conceived he might (peradventare) impure her filence toa degre of conſent : and therefore, 
though not in affc&ion to him', yet in diicretion and love to her honour , ſhe reſolves to res 
eurn him aq anſwer , when kniting ber browes with anger, dipping her pen in Gall _—_ 
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negar, and ſerting a ſharp edge of contempt and Choller on her reſolutions , ſhe haftily framcy 
her Letter gand' gives it to his own Meffenger to deliver itto Borlari, whoſe heart fccring his 
courfe betwixt hopeand fear till he receive it : he firſt kiffing it, and then haſtily breaking up 
the ſcals thereof, findes that it ſpeaks this Ianguage. | 


FELISANNA to BORLARY. 


F thou want any witneſſes of thy folly , not of thy affſefion , thy obſlinate and vain perſeverance 

herein, of one makes me capable to ſerve for many. Andif thoubadjt been as truly carefull and 
ambitious of thine own honour, as thou falſly pretendeſt to be of my poor beauty , thou wouldeſt no ſo 
ofienhave ſacrificed thy ſhame to my glory , nor ſo ſottiſhly have caft away thy bloud or tears on my 
contempt : How thou intendeft to diſpoſe of thy ſelf , I neither deſire to know , nor care to under= 
fland. But as T have given my ſoul to God, ſo God hath given my beart to my Husband Plancze, 
from whom neither the malice of Satan or power of Hell ſhall withdraw it, and therefore as I ani 
Feliſfanna, T deteſt thy Iuftfull ſute, and as Planezes wife, I defie both it and thy ſelf 5; And thus 
to be thy friend, thou ſhalt find me thy friend , but for ſuch ſervants as thy ſelf, I leave them to their 
own proper Infamy and Repentance. I make God the Secretary of my aGions , and my Husband of 
my affeEions , therefore it ſhall pleaſe me well when T underſtand that thy tongue will recant thy 
folly. IT repent thy indiſcretion towards me: in ſeeiking to ereft the Trophees of thy lascivious luſt 
upon the ruins of my pure and candid honour : And I aſſure thee, that ij hereafter thou inſpire and 
fortifie not thy heart with more Religious , and leſs ſinfull deſires and affefions , that Earth can 
and Heavenly will make thee as truly miſerable, as now thou falſly thinkejt thy ſelf fortunate. 

FELISANNA, 

Borlary at the reading of this Letter of Feliſanna , is ſo galled with 'grief and netlcd with 
ſorrow , to ſce his refuſall ſent him in her diſdain, as he knows not to what paſſion to betake 
himſelf for caſc , or to what Saint for comfort, for the conſideration of her coyneſs and cruel-. 
ty, makes his diſpaiz to gain ſo much on his hopes , that once he was minded abſolutely rg 
forſake her , and to court her affection no more, but then again his luſtſull heart and delires , 
remembring the ſreſhnefs of her beauty and the ſweetneſs of her youth, he held himſelf a cow- 
ard , every way unworthy to cnjoy ſofair a Lady and ſo ſweet an Angel, if he retyred upon 
her firſt denyall ; eſpecially becauſe as thoſe Citics and Caſtles , ſo rhoſe Ladics 2nd Gentlwo- 

:n who entertain a pcarle, are already half wonn. In which conſideration becauſe it many 
times proves an errour in Naturc; but till in judgement , to flatter our ſelves moſt , with 
that which we moſt hope for and defirelz He therfore once more reſolves to hazard another 
[ctrer to her,as having ſome reaſons to believe, that his ſecond may perchance obtain that from 
her which his ficlt could not, for that he knows that moſt Ladics and Gentlewomen pride 
th:m(clves w ich this felicity to be often ſought and importunatly ſucd unto by their lovers, 
whercfore reſolving once more to try his fortune , and her courtcfic, he by his former Mef- 
ſenger greets her with theſe lines. 


BORLARY to FELISANNA., 


7% ſweet and Excellent beauty hath enkindled ſo fervent a flame in my heart, that thy late 
diſreſpe& and contempt of me in thy Letter , is uot ſufficiently prevalent to make me, or ſo ſoon 


or ſo ſlightly forſake thee. For although thou term my love folly , and my affefion voſtinacy, yet untill . 
thou ceaſe to be fair , find it not ſtrauge , iſ it be impoſſible for me to ceaſe to be affectionate : Neither , 


dT ſacrifice my ſhame to thy Glory , or caſt away my tears on thy contempt , ſith I perform it more 


| 9 of duty then complement » and rather out of true zeal then falſe kypocriſte. And as the flirong- 
' eft Cities and Caſtles by the rule of War, ſo the faireſt beauties by that of love , © deſerve to be honou- 


red with more then one aſlault and ſeige ;, and that (avilleir cannot Juſtly be tearmed, either a Genle- 
man, a Souldier , or a Lover , who will reſolve to be put off with the firſt repulſe , eſpecially jrom ſo 
ſweet, and ſo beautifull an enemy as thy ſelf: Neither can it any way breed infamy or yy haart 
n meto be ſervant toſo dear , aud eve to ſo fair a Miſtris , becauſe the excellency of thy beauty is 

ſence, and to ſubvert and overthrow Reaſon. Be thenbut as cour= 
teous as thou art fair , and as kind as 1 am conſtant , and thou ſhalt find 1hat I only deſire 10 ere} 
the Trophees of mine honour and Glory upon thoſe of thy content , to ſacrifice my beſt life as the ſhrine 
and altar of thy beauty , and to devote and proftrat my veſt zeal and ſervice to the jeet of thy Come 


mends , which if tas pleaſe to grant me Earth will not make me miſerable, but \- _ 3 a 
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' .268 Gods Revenge againit Murther. Hiſt, X VL: 
Eo The Lady F eliſanus having received and ore-read this ſccond Letter of Bor{ary, as-one way | 
ſh: langhes to ſee the conſtancy of his folly , and indiſcretion , ſo another way ſhe ftorms,and 


yet gricves to ſee her ſelf to be both the objeCt and the cauſe thereot 3 When returning to the C4 
party who brought it her , ſhe thinks to vent part of her choller on im , tzxcih his audacity th 
and raſhneſs herein , and ftrily conjures him to bring her no more of Borlary his letters ; yea, to 
ſhe is ſo far tranſported with paſſion and choller againſt Borlary for ſending them to her, ag 'fo 
now ſhe reſolves to anſwer this with filence , and henceſorth to burn all other which are ſent bi 
or brought to -her from him , becauſe if his folly make him culpable of ſending , ſhe will not P 
faturely make her (clfguilty of receiving any more. But here again, her thoughts are taken at 
up with fear , and her heart ſurpriſed with reſolution and doubt, whether ( yeaorno ) ſhe C( 
ſhould ſhew theſe his two letters to her Huzband : For her aff.Ction is ſo tender, fo faithfull, N 
ſo conBarit to him ; becauſe ſhe likewiſe knows that his is reciprocally ſo to her , that ſhe will cl 
rather diſpleaſc her (elf, than any way diſcontent him, or adminifter himthe lcaft cauſe what- li 
ſocver, rorun the hazard of his difpleaſare or indignation 3 for as by concealing them from C 
his knowlcdg:, th. knows this butineſs will be for ever huſt'd up in fGilence, and perpetually bu- w 
ricd in oblivionz So contrarywile, if cither through Borlary bis malice to ber, or indiſcreti- p 
onto himſelf, it ſhould any way come to her Husbands ear , then ſhe thinks ſhe ſhould give him b 
a Juſt cauſe of exception and offence againſt her z Whercin, it the fubuilty of the Devill ſhould 0 


once put his foor, or the malice ofany of his members , their tongucs or fingers, then his 2 
zealoufic might call her Honour and Fidelity in queſtion, and make him ſuſpe& and fear her { 
to be diſhoneſt , though heretofore (in heart and foul ) he confidently knows and believes the iv 
contrary : ſhe farther knows , that there is nothing ſo cafe, as ro entertain jealouſte , nor fo f 
difficult, as to cxpell ic ; and therefore, that it is not enough for us to prevent a ſcandal, but h 
likewiſe to remove the originall cauſe thercof; fain ſhe would conceal theſe fooliſh Letters of c 
Borlari from her Husband , but yet ſhe doubts it, and willing ſhe is to acquaint him there« 7 
with , and yet ſhe fears it 3 And although her chaſtity and innocency perſwades her to perform ; 
the laft , yet her diſcretion and judgment encourage and prompt her to exccute the ſecond ; 
and here ow>cautifull and vertuous young Wiſe is perplexed as a Traveller, who mcets with 
two different waies , and knows not which is the bcſt for himto take 3 and her heart and 
thoughts here in this accident , isas a}ſhip ar Sca, at one time ſurpriſed and met with two ' Þ * 
contrary winds and tides, for preferring her honour to her life , and her affeCtion to her 
Husband , and his to her before any other carthly rcſpeR& or felicity whatſoever 3 ſhe in the in- 
tricacy and ambiguity of theſe doubts , wiſheth that Boylari had {]:pt when he writ and ſent 
Her &hoſe letters, or ſhe when ſhe received and read them. But at laſt conſulting with rea- 
ſon and Religion , with her Soul and God, then her chaftity gives a commanding law to her 
far , and her innocency to her doubt; So firſt hoping , and then praying , that nothing herein 
might breed bad blood in her Hasband , or difturb the tranquility and fincerity of her mar- 
riage; ſhe watching a fit opportunity, ſhews her Husband the firſt Lettea of Borlaxy to her, 
with her anſwer thereof,and then his ſecond Letter,the which ſhe informs him, ſhe anſwered 
with filence and contempr , adding withall : That had ſhe a thouſaud lives as ſhe hath bur 
one, ſhe would cherefully feccifice and loſe them all , before ſhe would be guilty of the leaft 
thought to diftain the honour of his bed, or to break her ſacred vow of Love and Chaftity, 
which in preſenc: of God and his Church, ſhe religiouſly made and gave him in Marriage. 
_ Planeze at the hearing of theſe ſpeeches, and the reading of theſe Letters , doth at one in- 
fant both bluſh and pale , for as he looks pale with Envic towards Borlarz, to ſec how ſecretly 
and ſubtily he endeavoureth to ruine his honour in that of his wifes ; ſo: he bluſheth for loye 
towards her , to fee how ſweetly and chaſtly ſh: had demeancd her fclfin ker anſwer to him, 
as alſo what a wiſe and loving part it wasin her ſo punRully and fully to acquaint bim theres 
with; when in requitall hereof he gives her many praiſes and kiff:s , cxtolls her chaſtity and 
vertucs to the Skic , and condemns Borlari his lufttull vices to Hell , and although ( for the 
preſent )ſhe finds ſome incongruity in his ſpecches, and obſerves ſome perturbation in his looks, 
yet. he makes his aff:&ion ſo apparent to her, and difſcmbleth his hatred and choller towards 
Borlari ſo ſecretly and artificially 3 That his wife Feliſauna wholly repofing her ſelf upon her 
own integrity , and her Husbands diſcretion , ſhe (fiveet innocent Lady) little dreams or thinks 
of any diſaſter which will enſue hereof, much leſs what diſmall cff.fts threaten to proceed 
from this inconfiderare at of hers, in acquainting her Husband with thoſe Letters. Bur ſhe 
will havetime cnough to ſec it to her grie', and know it to her ſorrow, yea , ſhe will find 
occaſions enough to repent , but never any mcans how to remedy it , except it be too late, 
and which chen will mecrly prove Phyſack after death, h i; 
- . Plaxezs(aswe haveformerly underſtood) is extremely inccnſed againſt Borlari, thus to 
attewpr | 
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attempt to bereave him of his (weeteſt Joy , which is his wifes affe&ion, and the ot hee molt 
pretious Jewell, her chaftiry 3 And althoagh (both in reaſon and Religion) he had tar more 
cauſe to reJoyce than to grieve at this accident , in regard he was both affured and confident, 
that his Witcs chaftiry triumphed ore Borlaries laft, and her glory was apparant in his ſhame; 
for as obj=<&, f7 ations being beſt diſtinguiſhed by their contraries, theretore through the ob- 
ſcure clouds of Bor/:r; his obſcene concupiſſence, that of Feliſannas Angelicall chaltity , asa 
bright reJucens San, thined forth moſt radiantly and ſweetly with far more vigor and glory,yet 
Planeze b2ing a man compoled of corrupt fleſh and blood, and therefore ſubjctt to pafhons, 
and choſe paſſions to errors and imperteCtions 3 So he takes a courſe and reſolution hercin 
contrary to all judgment , and to allrcafon , yez, diametrically oppoſite to the rules of 
Nacure, and preceprs of Grace, For although his heart be upright in the opinion of his wifes 
chaltity and honour, yet as che deareſt and purcft aff:Fions cannot be exempted of ſome 
{haddow or ſpice of fear , ſo although his heart looked dirc&ly on Bo#lari with malice, he 
cannot poſſibly refrain , nor retain his thonghts, trom glancing ſquint-cycd on his witec 
wich jealoutte. And although he knows ir to be a moſt ignoble ingraticude,and irreligious im- 
picty in him , this to call her honour in q icfſtion, or(in the beſt ſenſe} to revoke it to doubr, 
by making any publique ſhew of ſuſpition or diftafte to her , or by ſ:eking any privat revenge 
on Borlars, yet becantc her beauty and vert 1+ is a thouſand times dearerto him than his lites 
and che parity and integrity ot her aff.&ion to him as dear as his foul: He therefore thinks he 
{hatl not prophane his good opinion of her, nor offer her merits or his o@ reputation any 
w:9ng , It he refolve to right both her and himfelf on Borlarz, when conſulting not with rea- 
{a or charity , but with their oppolites , malice and revenge, he will not be at peace with his 
h-art 1407 at truce with his thoughts before he have fought with Borlarz, albeit (indeed) his 

-1 and offence towards him, more deſerved his ſcorn than his care, and was every way far 
more worthy of his oblivion, than of his remembrance. To which cnd (by a Chyrurgion 
wiich he tad made choice of ) he ſends him this challenge. 


PLANEZE to BORLARY. 

"iTy crime is ſo foul, and ſo apparant unto me , in ſeeking by thy two laſcivious Letters ro diffain 
m; honour in that of my wifes chaſtity , as nothing but thy life is capable to expiate it, or mine to 
de uce and (orget it ; Wherefore if thou have as much courage as thou wanteſt grace, bring thy 
{ell-, thy Raprer , and thy Chyrurgion with thee to morrow at ſix of the clock in the morning , in the 
Cuy Dutch without the outer Gate , whichlooks towards Breſcia , and there my ſelf and my Chyrur- 
gion { who is the bearer hereof will ſilently and honourably wait for thee. And if thy obſcene heart 
retain yet any ſpark of generoſity , or thy vicious brain of Judgment, thou wilt reſolve to perform this 
my requett, and to excuſe my reſolution herein , (ith it is wholly derived from thy laſciviouſneſs , and 

recery:s its life and birth from thy treachery. 


PLANEZE. 


Borlary receiving and perufing this Challenge of Plaxeze, he is much grieved and ſorrow. 
full, co ſee rhat Feliſanns had (o little diſcretion for her (elf, and ſo much hatred againſt him 
toſhew her Husband theſe his Letters, and except ſhz meant to make (her ſelf the preſent au» 
thour, and the cauſe of her future affliftion and miſery , he knows riot elſe what ſhe intends 
hereby. But for Planeze his ſplcen and reſolution againſt him, Bor/ari knows it to be both jult 8& 
well grounded in the belt ſenſe, and in the worſt to be yeria requitall of that Challeng & DuclI 
he formerly ſent and:preſented him:Only he doth a littl: admire (it not wonder)that he ſhould 
now again make tryall of his valour and courage, whercof he ſo lately had experience , and 
taſted. And although he had far more reaſon to reſt aſſured than dbubrfull , that this ſecond 
Dacll of theirs would not prove ſo fortunate as their firſt, but would rather terminate in one, 
Ifnot in both of their lives 3 He yet loves Feliſanna ſo dearly , albcit ſhe hate him extreamly , 
thathe will by no means refuſe to fight wich her Husband once again for her ſake, yea, and to 
kill him for his own , if poſſibly he can, the Dcvill making him ftrong in'the vanity of this 
belicf and confidence 3 that if it prove now his good fortune to kill Playeze, that he can then 
requite and limit his victory with the reward ofno leſs happinefs and telicity , than by his 

cath to obtain his widdow for his own wife. But this is to write upon the water, and to 
build Caſtles of vain hopes in the Air , which 'the leaft breath of Gods month , or wind of 
s noltrills will caftly reverſe and blow away. For = is to conſule and reſolve with Saran, 
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and not with God ; and therefore no marvell, it he ſee bis laſcivious defires ro come too ſhore 
of his ridiculous hopes, and both his hopes and defires herein to end inas much erue milcry, ay 
they began in falſe hop: of telicity and joy. 

So Borlary having made a turn or two in his Garden, to reſolve ayon this buſineſs, which 
ſo much imported both his honour and life : He at laſt, with joy in his looks, and courage in 
his countenance, tftirnes to Planeze his Chirurgion, whom after he uſed reſpeively and cour- 
tcouſly, he ſecretly rounds him thus inhis Ear 3 Tell Seignior Plarieze from mee, that 1 will 
not fail to meet him to morrow morning, according to his requeſt and «xpettation, and fo hee 
diſmiſſcth him , who as ſoon returns this anſwer of Borlary to Planeze , whom he now finds 
ftaying for him in the Church of the Auguſtine Fryers , but God knows , with no intent or de. 
votion to pray, or to invoke his Divine and Sacred Majeſty to divert him from this his inten= 
ded bloody enterprizz, but rather to reconduQ home the Lady Feliſaz#na his wite, who harm- 
leſs ſweet Gentlewoman , was there in that Church, upon the Altar of her heart:, proficring 
up the moſt religious Prayers, and zcalous Oriſons of her ſoul unto God, without once ſur- 
miling or thinking what a mournfull and dangerous part her Husband was reſolved to aft the 
n:xc morning, to the prejudice of her content , ifnot to the utter diſſolution and ruine of her 
Matrimoniall joy and telicity. But her Husband Planexe bears this buſineſs, aud theſe his in- 
tentions ſo ſecretly from his wife, as it was impoſſible for her to have any ſuſpition,much lefſe 
knowledge of this his next dayes intznded DuelI. 

The night, witch brings rcſt to others, hath not power to give it to our two inflamed 
D.ellifts. For the conſideration of their honours and their lives , of their quarrel, and the 
cauſe thereof , doth <qually poſlcts their brains , and pre-occupate and prevent their cycs of 
their {lceping faculties : So preferring their danger to their ſatety, their reſolution to their reſt, 
and the fi:1d to their beds, they (under other pretexts)) are not long from it, I mean from the 
City ditch, the prefixed place of their rendez-vous : - Which Planeze firſt entreth, and there 
makes halfa dozen of turnes , beforc he have any news of his Contendant or Adverſary Borlary, 
whereof he doth not a little muſe, yet he no way defpaires of his comming , becauſe ( by late 
expericnce)) h: knows himto be couragious and valiant. But toput P/axeze his mufing out 
of doubt, and his doubt out of queſtion , in comes Borlari all unbraced and untraſſ:d, anda * 
farr of eſpying Plareze inthe ditch before him; He (aſhamed of this advantage he had, ccapſe 
of long ſti; with his Hat in his hand , praycs him to excuſe this crror of his, affirming itto 
be the faulc of his Watch, bit not of his heart , which he alleaged ſhould cver go true with his 
Honour and Reputation 3 When Plaxeze returning his Complement , by approving of his A- 
pologic, (without any further cxpoſtulation) they draw and here tall from words io blowes, 

Ac their firſt meeting, B:ylary gives Planeze a wound inthe right Arme, and Plaxeze requits 
him with another in his right fide, which if his Rapier had not mer witha rib , i: had chen 
undoubtedly ended the quarrell with his Jife. Bu: although it make him loſe much blocd , yet 
he hath ftreagth and courage cnongh not to die in his debt for it, only he defirer Planezethar 
they may breath a little, the which he generouſl  granteth. Ar their ſecond comming up, 
Planeze preſents a thruſt to Borlayy, but he wards ic and runs Plaxeze into bis Ictc thigh , of a 
d:ep wound, an yer they will not give over » although their Chirurgzons do ecarncitly pray 
tacm to dcfiit as having now already here ſufficiently reftified their courage and valour. At. 
their third mecting and joyning, Plgxeze gives Borlary a lick orethe fore-bead, which makes 
his blood ſtream down his face we eyes, and Borlary fully incenſed and prepared to requite 
it, drives a fair thruſt co Planeze his breaſt , bur he very d.xterouſly and fortunatly wards 
ic, beating down the point of Borlary his Sword into the ground, and th:n wich much agi- 
licy, leaps to him, and whips up his hecls, who falling upon his own Rapiecr breaks it in two 
pieces, at which unlooxed for difaſter, Borlari ſeeing his naked breaſt expoſed to Planeze his 
bloody Rapier, and conſequently his life to lie at his mercy , (without once Rtriving or en- 
deavouring to grapple with his enemy ) hee (more defirous to live with ſhame , than to dic 
with honour) deſcends fo farr from true and noble generoſity, as he begps his lif: of Planezes 
when (although many hot and jealous ſpirits would gladly have taken hold of this advan- 
tage, and wreaked the utmoſt of theic Gall and Spleen upon the milſfortune of this accident) 
yet Planeze is ſo truly noble and generous, as diſdaining to fight with an unarmed man, and 
ſo to eclips or blemiſh the luſtre of his reputation in killing him who begged his life of bim » 
and whenic lay at his pleaſure to give or take it, as he throws away his Rapicr, making him 
promiſe , and ſwear he will never henceforth attempt againſt the honour of his wife 3 P [aveze 
very freely and cheerfully gives him his life : And to ſhew hiweſlfthe more generous in this 
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his courtelic , lends him his hand co raifc him up on his tezt; for which inhnit kindneſs, Borlary 
yclds him many thanks : When muffling up their faces with their Cloaks , they part very good 
friends, and ſo get themſclves into two of the neareſt houſes of the Suburbs, &cry ſecretly 

and ſilently to dreſs th:ir wounds , and at night they return to their houſes. Where our dear 

and fair Feliſanna underſtanding the manner and cauſe of this combate betwixt her Husband 

and Borlary, it is impoſſible for me ta define whether [he wept and f1ghed more for the loſs of 

her Husbands blood » or rejoyccd and praiſcd God for the Yaving and ſparing of his 

lifc. * To 

Yet this Combat of theirs is not ſo ſecretly ated , but in leſs than two daijcs, all Veronz 
hath news and prattles thereof, When meaſuring the ficlt Duell of jPlaneze and Borlary by 
the ſecond , and the ſecoud by the firſt ; Thzy exctoll Borlary his courage to fight with Planeze, 
but infinicly applaud the noble courteſiz and generoticy of Plaxeze, in giving Borlary his life, 
when it lay in his power and pleaſure to have raken ic from him. And as moſt commended the 
Lady Feliſanna for diſdaining to make ſhipwrack of h:r honour on the Scylla and Charyb4is 
of Borlary his luſt, and for not ſacrificing her chaltiry to his lafcivious affeftions and d:fires; So, 
w gcnerall, all Gentlemen and Ladies condemn her of indifcretion, in ſhewing his Lettersto 
her Husband , and acquainting him wich his ſuits and defires, it having beca ſufficient for her 
ſecretly to have given him the repulſe and deniall, and her (elf the glory. Again, there want 
not divers , eſpecially the younger ſort of the Nobility and Gentry ot Vera , who tax Borlary 
of cowardiz: in ſhamefully begging his lite of Plaxeze when either his good fortune in ftrug- 
pling , or his piece of Sword in his defence, might, peradventure , have preſerved it. Thus 
cyzry one ſpzaks according to his own tancie and aff-Aions. 

Borlary having loſt ſo much blood for the aff:&tion which ke bore to Feliſanna, and'received 
and reaped nothing from-her bur diſdain and hatred, he is not a little grieved and vexed here-= 
ar. Bur when he underſtands that-he hath now made himſelf the laughter of all Veroxa; in 
this his cowardly begging his lite of Plan:ze , and that his reputation doth therefore univer- 
fally fuffzr in this-aCtion , he is then, as it were picrced to the heart with ſorrow , and to the 

' foul with ſhame. He knowes it were tar better for him to be born a Clown, than to be heJd 
and eſteemed a Coward , and that having once purchaſed that baſe ritle , he ſhall diffigulely 
ever loſe, Yea, whereſocver he gocs , he hears and fees, that his Superiours, his Equalls, 
and his Infcriours , not only pratile at his ſhame, put pointat his infamy herein, ſo that he 
is(ia manner) ſhame to all Gentlemen , and theretore almoſt a ſhame to himſelf. But (ce here 
the vanicy and impiety of this inconfiderate Gentleman, and if it be not worthy the readers cu- 
rioficies , yet it will deſerve his compaſlion and pity, to ſe: whatuſe, or rather what abuſe he 
makes of chis his imaginary diſhonour : For neither with reaſon, which is the ſoul of his hearvy 
with R-ligion which is th: life of his ſoul, doth hz once look up to Heaven to thank God for 
ſo mzrcifully proteXing , and ſo miraculoully preferving of his life in theſe two Daclls, when 
he az it were, ftood on the briak , and in the very jaws of death, and when betwixt his life and 
his dcath there was nothing but the point of Planez? his Rapicry, and of his pleaſure. Nogno, 
Brlary is too much a man , to be ſo mach a Chciſtian, and too much the member of Satan , 
to b: ſo much che child of God : For having formerly given up his heart to the turpitude of 
lafcivioas d:ltcesand luſt ; now as a limb and agent of che D:vill, he will wholly abandon it 
to infernall rage and helliſh revenge 3 for knowing Planeze to be both the Author and obje& 
of his diſhonour, and the inftrument and cauſe of his diſgrace hee therefore retaines this 
Diabolicall and bloody Aphoriſme in his heart; that as long as he lives, it will live wich 
him, and when he dies it will die with him; and therefore to refſetch his honour out of his 
infamy , his heart wholly ſacrificing to malice, and his thoughts and reſolutions to revenge, 
he molt ingratefully and defperatly, reſolves ro murther Planeze, or at leaſt to cauſe him 
tobe murthered. | 

Lo, hers the wofull eſtate , and wretched reſolution. of this execrable Gentleman Borlary, 
and what a monſtrous ingratitude and prodigious cruclty is this in him to conſpire his death, 
of whom (in a manner) he but lately now received his life , he little knows, or ({ which is 
worſe) he will not know, that revenge Rtill proves as pernitious, as pleaſing to their Authors, 
and that murther- endeth in as much truc miſery, as it begins in falſe content and joy 3 for it is 
abicecr oblation and odious ſacrifice to the Lord}, who is the God of peace, and the Father 
of all unity and charity, 
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- But the Devill is ſo tamiliar a guzſt , and fo frequ:nt a connicltour tt Bor lar: , rhat he wret« 
chedly vowes!and cxecrably [wears , that Planeze ſhall no longer live but die, Once he was 
of opinion , either to piſtoil or ponyard him in the ſtreet by night, but then again , {eeing 
the cminency of that danger in the misfortune of his Lacquic Roweo, he rejects it as rvinous, 
and rcſolves on n which he thinks is the ſhorteſt anc! ſateft way for him to ſend him for 

Heaven, and thinks none 16 fic tor his purpoſe to give and adminiſterit to him as Plaxeze hig 
own Apothecary Caſtruchio, being rhe more confident in this his choyce, beceuſe he knows him 
to be a wonderfall poor man, and vichall, cxtreamly vitious and debauched, as neither fearin 
nor caring for God , but more an Acheift than a Chrittian, and more a Devill than a Catho. 
like, and theretore beli-ves that a lirtic money will at wonders in his heart and reſolutions 
, Neithcr doth he'fail 11 his jiuigment, or deceive himfclt in the hop-s of his choycc; tor he 
| no ſooner proffereth him three hundred Duckatons, to poy!or: Plazeze (one half in hand,and 
| the other when it is p:rformed )bur he zeczprs thereof, engagerh bimfelt ( by band and oath) 
ſpecdily to difparch and finiſh ity and fo like two Factors or turics of Hell, both of them 
ſwear {ccrefic cach to other herein. 

Bor lasi iongingy and Caſtruchio deſiring to finiſh this Tragedy on Planeze, that he might 
likewiſe touch the laſt one hundred and fifry Dauckatons z The Spring approaching, wherein 
Planeze cvery year for the preſcrvation of his health , was accuſtomed to take Phyfick of Ca- 
ſftruchio, he. no ſooner ſent for him to that cffcQ , but firſt purging , then blecding him, he then 
artificially perſwades him to take a Vomit the next morning, whereunto P/axezecatily conſents 
ſo he adminiftreth ir ro him and therein infuſing poyſon, he within fix dayes after dies thereof, 
when Caſtruchio demanding his other one hundred and fifty Dukatons, Borlary ſpeedily paies 
it him with much content , joy and deleQation : Burt Ice the fic know, and the ſecond re» 
' member, tharir is the price of innocent blood. | 
| The order of our Hiſtory leads us now { as it were by the hand) to our forrowfull young 
| Widow Feliſanna, who, poor ſoule, (not dreaming any way in the world cither of poy- 
ſon or of Bo lary ) is ready to weep her (clt to death, that ſhe muſt ſurvive and cannot dye 
with her dear and ſweet Husband Planeze, and that as one bcd, fo one Grave might containe 
them , yea her grief is ſo great and her ſorrows ſo infinite for the Iofſe of this her other part 

| of her {clf, thac neither her Father, Kinsfolks or friends can poſſibly comfort her ; for Qill 
ſh: ſees him before her eyes, as if he were not buricd in his Grave, but in her heart , Or that it 
| was wholly impoſlible for him to dye as long as ſhe lived : Which exceſs of ſorrows, fighs and 
tcars of hers , ſo withred the Roſes and Lillics of her beauty, and ſo cclipſed the luſtre of her 
ſpackling cycs, that to the cycs and judgments of all thoſe who ſaw or knew her , {he became 
ſopalc and lean , as ſh: was no longer Feliſanna , but only the poor fick Anatomy of Fel;- 

anna. 
j We have ſcen this wretched Gentleman Borlary , and this execrable Apothecary , Caftru- 
Þ chio , commit this horrible murther upon the perſon of noble and Generous. Planeze, and we 
| ſhall not go farr, b:fore we ſhall ſee the ſacred Juſtice, and juft puniſhments of God to ſur- 
| priſe and overtake them for the ſame; For God 1s now reſolved totriumph ore thoſe bloody 
| miſcre ants, and although they have ſo cloſely aftcd and perpetrated this their lamentable 
| | murther , as there arc no carthly eyes to detet nor witneſs to give in evidence againſt them 
| 
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for the ſame : yet our good and gracious God, who is the true ſearcher of our hearts and 
reins , will to his glory and thcir confuſion bring this to light, by an accident worthy of our 
dcepeſt conſideration, and of our moſtſcrious and religious obſervation : The manner where- 
| of is thus, 
b- This wretched Apothecary Caſtracho, having received his other hundred'Duckatons of Bor- 
| lary( as we have formerly underſtood ) for miniftring this bloody buſineſs , and being ( as we 
know) of a moſt vicious and dcbanched life, he had already jn his riots and prodigalitics ſpent 
and conſumed all his Eftate : And now this three hundred Dukatons which he reccived of Bor- 
lary tor performing this bloody bufineſs , makes him by many degrees far worſe than he was 
bcfore 3 for (as by Gods ſacred and ſecret "cadirar wad was impoſlible to proſper with him, 
fo his prophane vices and fans, and his beaftly pleaſures and prodigalities made it conſume and 
melt away as Snow; againſt the Sun, in ſuch ſort, that it ſeemed to him, that he was a thictt9 
himſelf, and chat one of his hands and pockets hourly couzcned and berraycd the other ; and 
alchough for a time he bore this his vicious courſe of life very cloſe and ſecret from the eye and 
| knowledge of the world, whereby his credit far exceeded his Eftatc, fo after the committing of 
this foul murther , both his cftare, credit, and all went to wrack and ſpoyle; for heleft nothing 
cith:r - unſpent or unpawned, and which is yet worſe , he fell into. many arrerages. 
and dcbrs whichat laſt grew ſo clamorous (cſpecially when his prodigall and- beaffly life of 
+. Whoring ©. 
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whoring,dcunkennz(s and dicing , cam: to bz divulged and ſpread to the world; that by three 
of bk gceateſt Creditors he is arreſtzd and clapt into Priſon, and his Shop ſeiz:d on by them, 
which they find as -empry of drugs, as his Maſters heart was of pitty, and, his ſoul of piety 3 
And as itis the nature (or rather the miſery) of Pciſons , that where one vertuoully im-"" 
proves his life and ations; there, a hundred do vitioully raine themſelves , aftruchio being * 
one of this laſt number, he there waſteth and oonſumeth all that he hath, or which he can 

libly procure, and in a few wecks reduceth himſelf ro fo extream poverty and beggery , that 
ke is clapt into the common Goal among the pooreſt ſort of Priſoners, who live by the alms 
and charity of well diſpoſed people , his cloaths being all tottered and torn, having no bed to 
lye on nor hardly bread to ſuffice nature,or to maintain lite,being abandoned of all his friends 
and acquaintance , who will rather ſce him ſtarve and dye then relieve him : And yet in all 
theſe extremities , and at the very loweſt ebb of theſe his wants and miſcries, he will yet nei- 
ther look down into his Conſcience, heart, and ſoul with ſorrow, nor up to Heaven'pr to God 
with repentance for all his foul fins and vices, eſpecially not for this his cruell .and lamen= 
table poyſoning of Planeze, which arc the true reaſons and the cfhicient cauſes of theſe his 
miſcrable calamitics and afflitions , yea his wants and mifſcrics are fo great and infinite here 
ia Pciſon, that non: whoſo:ver will come thither to ſee him, much leſs to pitty him, and 
lcaſt of all to relieve him. Oaly Dorilla (a filthy old Band of his) more out of importunacy 
to her, then of hzr courtefie or charity to him, although ſhe diſdainto go her ſelf into prifon 
to ſee Gaſtruchio, yet ſhe is contented ſometimes to ſend him her Son Bernardoga boy of ſome ſix- 
teen years of age to go his errands , ſo his neceſſicy making his invention pregnant and clear- 
lightcd , after he had tyred all his friends and acquaintance with Notes and Letters, which 
return ſtill empty fiſted , his memory at the laft falls and pitcheth on Borlary , who ( for the 
bloody reaſon formerly mentioned ) he thinks the only fit man of the World to redreſs his 
wants, and to relieve his weather-bcaten fortunes , and to him he often ſends Bernardo wich 
many pitifull requeſts and intreatics ſor moncy , but to write to him he dares not. 

Borlery conſidering that he hath far more cauſe and reaſon to love Eaftruchio than to hate 
- him for that (by vertuc of the premiſes) he ſees his own life to lye at the mercy of his tongue, 
althongh he rather wiſh himin Heaven then in Prifon , yet being extremely covetous, and yer 
holding himſelf both in conſcience and diſcretion bound to relieve him he therefore ſends 
him ſome ſmall ſammes of mony , but no way cnough to buy him Cloaths, or to maintain his 
former prodigalitics, but rather hardly ſufficient to maintain life in him z muck lefs to cheriſh - 
or pamper him. And ſo often doth Caſtruchio.ſend they boy Bernardo to Borlary for mony, 
that ac laſt being weary thereof, and reſolute to part with no more money (God here makes his 
covetouſneſF partly the means to chaulk out away to his own confufton _) and is reſolved net- 
ther to ſpeak nor to ſee Bernardo, and to that cff-& gives order to his ſervants: When little 
Bernardo (ceing that he wears out his time, and his ſhoos in vain to hunt after Borlary , whom 
he knows will not be ſpoken with by him , he tels Catruchio that he provide himſelf of another 
M :(:ager towards Borlary, for he will go no more to him, becauſe he ſees it is wholy impoſ- 
ible for him to ſp:ak with him : and at this diſcourtefic of Borlary, Caſtruchio doth now bite 
his lip wich diſcontent and hung his head for anger , and from henceforth he begins to aſſume 
bad bloud , and to conceive dangerous thoughts againft him, but as yet the conſideration of 
his own ſafety or danger makes him patient and filent z But God will not have him ito con» 
tinue ſo long, for almoſt preſently we ſhall ſee his patience burſt forth into violence and im- 
p:tuoſity , and his filence break oat into cxtream choller and indignation againſt him. 

His old Baud Dorlla, (as an cxpert Hag of her finfull profeſſion _) as often as ſhe hears or 
knows , that Caſtruchio had any money from Borlari, ſo often ſhe would come to the Priſon to. 
him, and ſpeedily carouſe and conſume ifwith him z bat when by her Son Bernardo ſhe (ces his 
purſe ſhut, that fountain exhauſted , and that her boy could no more ſee Borlary but a 
wodden face , | mean his door ſh1t then ſhe (reſembling her ſelf again forſakes Caſtruchie,and 
will ncither ſee himnor come near his Priſon, (o that at laft he not feeing Bernardo nor once 
hearing from Borlery in three weeks or well near a moneth together, and being ready to pe- 
riſh, ſtarve and dye under the heavy bucthen and preſſire of his wants, he earneſtly ſends for 
Dorilla to come to him, and cauſcth her to be informed , that if ſh: will come to him and 
deliver a letter to a friend of his, he will ſpeedily ſend him forne ſtore of money , and 
then ſh: ſhall have a ſhare and part thzreof, ſo whenno other reſpe& or conſideration will, 
then this of maney again brings this old fitchy B:ldam DORIL L/A to the Pri- 
ſon to Caſtruchio, who having provided her a Bottle of Wine , and five Gaz:ttacs to drink 
by the way ( thereby the more carefully ro effe&t his buſineſs he exceedingly incenſed 
with ch ler and revenge againſt BOR L ART for this ingratitude towards hita , ) 
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” Gods Revenge againit Murther. Hiſt, VIliz 


ites him this angry Letter , and deeply chargeth Dorilla with ſpced, care , and ſecrefie to 
deliver it into | 2 fn his own bend and to no other, which Letter of his ſpake this Ian. 


guage. 
4h CASTRUCHIO to BORL ARY,. 


Hou kaoweſt that for three hundred Duckatons which thou gaveſt mee, 1 po ſoned Seignigr 
T pine in a Vomit , and wilt thou now be ſo hard and cruel hearted again/t mee to ſuffer me to 
die in Priſon for want of ſo ſmall a ſumm as twenty Duckatons ? I am made of the Jame fleſh and 
blond as thou art, and although my fortunes be ſo low plunged, yet my heart is ſo high ſeated aud 
elevated, that give thee to underſtand I will rather conſent to be hanged then ſtarved. Whereforg 
becauſe my Tragedy will infallibly prove thine , if thou mean to prevent the one , and to ſecure thy 
ſelf from the other , fail not ſpeedily to ſend mee the ſaid twenty Duckatons by this bearer Dorilla, 
whom T have entruſted with my Letter faſt ſealed ( and ſo maiſt thou with thine ) but for the ſecret 
therein (which thou woteſt of ) ſh? is wholly ignorant of it : In per forming me't his courteſie thou ſhalt 
not only tye my tongue and pen, but my heart and ſoul to ſilence, or elſe not « Amidaeſt thy wealth 
remember my poverty, which if thon forget, God hath reſerved mee to make thee know that thou 
doe not uſe , but ahuſe it, and therein thy ſelf. 


CASTRUCHIO. 


Dorilla receiving this Letter from Caſtruchio , ſhe puts it into her purſe and promiſeth him 
her beſt care and fidelity for the delivery thereot to Seignior Borlary , although ſhe confeſſerh 
that ſhe neither knew him nor his houſe : Bur ſec here the providence and mercy of God 
whichclcarly rcſplends and ſhines in the deportment and aftion of this beaſtly old Bawd , for 
ſhe mecting with ſome of her Gamſters and Goſlips in the ftreer { though contrary to the cus 
ftom of Italy } away they go to a Tavern, where they all ſwill their heads and brains with 
Wine eſpecially Dorilla, So the day being farr ſpent , her buſineſs for Ca(truchio is ended 
ere begun; for ſhe forgetting her ſelfcannot remember his Letter , but as taft as her recling 
Icggs will permit her , away ſhe ſpeeds towards her own houſe , which was ſome halfa mile 
off in the Giry. But when ſhe was in the ſtreets and had a little taken the Aire, then ſhe calls 
Caftruchios Letter to mind, and her promiſe to him todeliveric, butjcowhom ( through her 
cups_) {h: hath quite forgotten 3 for ſhe cannot once hit on the name Borlary. But at laft res 
membring the Letter to be in her Purſe , and (he by this time in the midſt of the City, ſhe 
takes it out in her hand, and ſeeing a fair, yet ſorrowfull young Lady to ſtand at the Rlrect 
doore of her houſe all in Mourning Attire, and no body neer her, after ſhz had done her duty 
to her, ſhe rcacheth her the Letter , and humbly rcquefteth her to tell her the Gentlemans 
name to whom it was direCted, when (God out of the Profundity of his Power and Immenfity 
of his plcaſure, having ſo ordaincd and ordered it, that this fair young Lady was our ſwect 
Feliſannsa., (who for the death of her dear Husband Plaxeze, hath dightcd her (elf all in 
Mourning attire and Apparell, thereby the berter to makeit correſpond with her heart:who 
reading the ſuperſcription thercof , and finding itdircftcd to Seignior Borlary ( by ſome mos» 
tion or inſpiration from Heaven) her heart could not refrain from ſending all the blood of her 
body into her face, when demanding of this woman from whom this Letter came; Dorilla (as 
drunken in her fidelity and innocency , as ſhe was guilty of her drunkenneſs) tells ber, that 
the Letter came from an Apothecary who lay in Priſon, named Caftruchio: Ar the very re- 
petition of which name , our Feliſanna again bluſhed, and then paleth , as if God had ſome 
news to reveal her by this Letter, - becauſe ſhe remembreth that this Ca/traehio , as we have for= 
merly underftood, was the very ſome Apothecary who gave her Husband Planeze Phyfick 2 
little before his death 3 Whereupon ſhe praying Doril/a to come with her into her houſe, be- 
cauſc ſhe purpoſely aud politiquely affirmed ſhe could not read written hand her (elf, but would 
pray her Father to do it; ſh: leaves her in the outer Hall , and her ſelf gocs into the next 
room , where breaking up the Scals of this Letter, ſhe at the very firſt ſight and knowledge 
that hcr Hucband was poyſonecd, and by whom, and that God had now miraculoully revea- 
Icd it to her through che ignorance and drunkenneſs of this old woman, ſhe for meer gricfand 
ſorrow , is ready to fall to the ground in a ſwound, had not her Father and ſome of his ſer- 
vants,who over-hearing her paſſionat out-crics,come ſpeedily to her aſſiſtance; which yet could 
not awak Dorille , who had no ſooner ſate her ſelf down in a chair in the Hall , but being top. 
beavy with Win, ſhe preſently fell a ſlecp. Xfniats rouſing up his fainting and i ! 
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Daughter , brought her again to her ſelt; and ſccing her in a _bittcr agony and paſſion of ſor- <> 
row, demands ot her the cauſe thereof; when the: briniſh tcars wrickling down her vers- . 


milion checks, ſhz croſſing herarmes, and fixing her Eyes towards » Heaven , had the 
. gill; but not the power to ſpeak a word to him , but reachech = If to read; 
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fit XVILL. Planeze and Feliſanna, © 


Miniata p:raſing it , is as mach aſtoniſhed with grict, as his Daughter is a with ſorrow 

at this poyſoning of her Husband and his Son in Law Planeze; ſo enquiring of her who 

| brought h:r this Letter, ſhe after many ſighs and pauſes tells him, that it was the Mercy and 
| Providence of the Lord, who ſent it her by a drunken woman, who was forth in the Hall : 
| Th:y borh go co her, and finding her faft ſleeping and ſnoring , Miniata pulls herby the ſl:eve 
and wakes hzr, and then demands of her, before his Daughter and ſervants, where, and from 

whom ſh: had this Letter 3 who as drunken as thi Bawd is, thee is conſtant in; her firſt ſpeech, 

and confeſſion to Fetiſanna, that ſhe had it from Caſtruc>ioan Apothecary who lay in Priſon, 

but ſhe had forgotten ro whom ſhe was to deliver it, and then praycs them both to deliver 

and give her back her Letteragain. But Miniata ſecing and knowing that it was the immedi- 

ace fingzr of God which thus ſtrangely had revealed this murther of his Son in Law Planezehe 

calls in ewo G-nrl:women hisnzxt Neighbours to comfort his Daughter Feliſanna, and fo 
Jeaving Dorill: to the Guard of two ot Vis ſervants, he (with two other Gentlemen hig 
N:igtbours) takes his Coach, and having Caſtruchio's L=ttcr in his hand, he drives away to 

the State-houſe, where he finds out the Podceſtate and Prefect of the City, and ſhewing them 

the Letter which revealed the poy ſoning and Poyſoners of Pareze his Son in Law , they ( in 
honour to Juſtice, and out of their reſpeft co the-forrowtull Lady his Daughter ) take their 
Coaches, and return with 2:niata home to his hoaſe : Where they firſt cxamin Fel:ſanya,and 

then Dorilla, whois conftant in her firſt depofition. Whereat theſe grave and honourable Per- 
ſonages, wondring and admiring , that a Gentleman of Borlary his rank and quality , ſhould 

make himſelf the guilty and bloody Authour of ſo foul a Maurther; they likewif (admiring and 

bleſſing Gods providence in the deteQion thereof) do preſently fend away their 1biers (or 
Serjeants ) to apprehend Borlary 3 and fo they go to their Forum (or ſeat of Juſtice) and ſpee- 

'fl- dily ſend away tor Caſtruchio, to be brought from the Priſon before them : Who at the very 
firft news of their accuſation of him, andthe producing of his Letter to Borlary, he curfeth 
the pzrfon and name of this old Bawd , Dorilla, who is the prime Author of his overthrow 
and death, and then confefſ:th him{clf to be the Aftor , and Sejgnior Borlary to be the Au- 
thour, cauſe , and inftigator of this his poyſoning of Plaxeze ; but never puts his hand on hit 
conſcience and ſoul, that the ſtrange deteQion of this lamentable murther came direQly from 

Heaven, - and from God. 

The Scrjeants (by order from the Podeftate and Prefett) find Borlary in his own houſe , 
rifling in anew rich ſuateof Apparell , of black Sattin, trimmed with Gold buttons , which 
be that day put on, and the next was determined to ride to the City of Bergamo), to fſeck in 
marriage a very rich young Widdow, whoſe Husband lately died, drowning himſelf (as it 
were) in plecalure and ſecurity, wichout ſo much as once thinking of his poyſoning of Planeze, 
or how hz was revealed to be the Authour thereof by Caſtruchio his Letter , ſent unto him by 
Dorilla ; He is amaz:d and aſtoniſhed ar this his apprehenſign , now beating his breaſt , and 
then repenting (when it was too late) that ever he embrewed his hands in the innocent blood 
of Planeze. So both himfſclf and Caſtruchioare brought to the State-houſe , where the Pode= 
ſtatc and Prefe& firſt examin them apart, and then confront them cach with other. Where 
finding , that neither of them deny , but both of them to confeſs themſelves guilty of this foul 
Murcher , they pronounce ſentence of death againſt them , and condemn Borlary to have his 
head cut off, and then his body to be burnt, and Caftrachio to be hanged , and his body to 
be thrown into the River of Addice, whereon he was firſt taken , the which , the next morn- 
Ing, was accordingly cx *cuted. All Verona is, as it were , but one tongue to talk and prattle 
of this foul and lamentable murther, and eſpecially of Gods miraculous derc&ion thereof by 
this drunken Bawd Doril!/a , who having heretofore often brought Caſtruchio to whores wit- 

lingly, now at laſt ths brings him to the Gallows againſt her will. The morning they are 

brought to their cxecution , where there flock and reſort a world of SpeRators from all parts 
of th: City. And alchough the charity of their Judges ſend them Picfts and Friers to dirett 
their ſouls for Heaven ; yet this miſcrable wretch 4 Caftruchio, ſeeming no way repentant or 
forrowfull for this his foul fat, uttercd a ſhort Prayer to himſelf ; and fo cauſed the rop-man 
to turn him over, waich he did, and within two hours after his body was thrown into the Ri- 
V:r. Burt for Borlary , hecameto the Scaffuld beter reſolved and prepared z for with grict in 
hislooks , and rears in his cycs, he therefore delivered this ſhort and religious ſpecch. 


That 
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[f nn "FI he peleved in his hcart, and was forrowſull in foul, for this lamentable murther of 
_— his, committed on the perfon of Plzneze, as alſo for ſeducing of Caftruchio to cfeR it by | 
oyſon ; for whoſtdeath he affirmed , he was likewiſe exceedingly afflicted and forrowfy ;. 

at it was th rations of the fleſh and the Divell, who firft drew: him laftfully to affe& 

the fair, chat, WiWcrtuow Lady, Feliſanna, and conſequently to murther her Husband, in 

fall hope afterwards to obtain her for his wite , or ;for his Courtefan 3 That he was infiniely 


forrowfull for alltheſe his cnormouscrimss , for the which h: religiouſly asked forgiveneſs, 


ficſt of God , and then of the Lady Feliſanna, and likewiſe prayed all thoſe who were there 
preſent , to pray unto God for his ſoul 3 that he was more carefull of hisfreputation rowardy, 
men , than of his falvation towards God ; and that his neglett of Prayer , and of the partici. - 


pation of the blefſ:d Sacrament of the Eucharift , was the originall cauſe of this his miſery, 


So again, commending himfeclfto the prayers ,and recommending his ſinfull, yer ſorrowfull 'Y 


foul into the hands of his Redeemer, the Sword ofthe Ex:cutioner at one blow made a per. 


petuall divorce between his ſoul and his body, which pious and courteous ſpeech of his,was ay 


great a conſolation tothe vertuous, at his death ; as that of Caftruchio was a terrour to the 
vitious Speftators and Auditors z Soto confirm the ſentence, the dead body of Borlary is Pres 
ſenely barnt. { 

Add thus was the bloody lives and deferved deaths of theſe three irreligious and unfortunate 
perſons : Of Romeothe Lacquic. Of Borlary the Gentleman ; and of Gaſtruckio the Apothe- 
ry. Andinthis manner did the juſtice of the Lord of the Hoſts (in due time } juftly triumph 
ors their execrable crimes in their ſharp puniſhments, and ſhamefull ende. Pray we that we 
may read this their Hiſtory with fear , and as religious and Godly Chriſtians, remember chefs 
chelr lamentable murthers with horrour and deteftation, 
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HISTORY KXIX, 


B:aumarays and his brother Montagne kill Champigny xd Marin ( his Second ) in a Duel; Blans 
cheville (the widdow of Champigny ) in revenge thereof, bireth Le Valley ( ſervant to Beaumas« 
rays) io murther his ſaid Maſter with a Piftob, which he aoth 5 for the which Le Valley is brokgn 
03 the wheel, and Blancheville hanged for the ſame. | 


 Erall R<ligions Chriſtians examine their hearts and ſouls, with what face we can tread oi. 
Earth, or look up to Heaven, when we ftab at the Majefty of God, in killing and murther»'. 


ing man, his Image, a bloody crime, ſo repugnant to nature, as reaſon abhors ir, a ſcarlet and 
cryiog fin ſo oppoſite to Grace , as God and his Angels deteſt it, And yet if ever Enrope were 
Rained or ſubmerged withvit, now it is 3 for as a ſwift current, or rather asa furious torrent, it 
now flows, and overflows in moſt Kingdoms, Countries and Citics thereof, infomuch as ( in 


deſpight of divincand humane Laws ) it is now ( almoſt ) generally grown to a wretched cu- 


ſom, and that almoſt ro a ſecond nature. A fatal example whereof, this cnſuing Hiftory will 
report and relate us. Whercin Gods Juſtice hath ſo ſharply and ſevercly puniſhed the perpetra- 
tors thereof, that if we either acknowledge God for our Father, or our ſclycs for his children 
and ſervants, it will tcach us to be lefs revengetfull, and more'charitablc by their unfortunate 
ends, and deplorabl= judgement; | f 


 Iwill now relate a ad and bloody Hiſtory , which betided in the fair City of Chartres (the 
Capitall of the fertill Country of Beauſie ) fo famous for her ſumptuous Cathedral Church, 
dedicared ro the bleſſed Virgin Mary, as alſo for that Henry the fourth (that great King ,and 
unparalleld Captain of France) during the combuſtions of the League, 'was (defpighr of the 
capuc ) crowned therein. In which fair.and pleaſant City, as there ſtill dwel fome Noblemen, 
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Book IVe: 


and many Genrlemen, in reſpec of the ſweet air, and goodly Champaign Country thereaboury 
( ſ:cond for that to no other. in F rance.) So of late years, there retided two rich and braye 
 younz Genrlemen, well deſcended, being both of them heirs to their ewo deceaſed Farhers ; 
The one of thcrmnamed Monſieur de Campigny , and the other Mounſieur de Beanmarays, and 
their D:mains afands lay wk hin ſeven Leagues of this City, in the way towards Vendoſme, 
N..w the better ro ſec them in their true and natural Characters 3 They were both of them tall 
and{l.nder, and of fair and-fanguine complexions , and very near of an age : For Champigyy 
was rwenry fix years old, .and beaumarays twenty four, and yet the laſt had a beard, and the 
Ecit none 3 and of the two, Champigny was by far the richergbut Beaumarays the Nobler deſcen- 
d-d. Now, to lay this Hiſtory upon its proper ſeat, and natural foundation, we muſt under. 
Fand that there was a very rich Counſcllour of the Prefidial Court of Chartres, named Adou- 
fienr de Roſarre, whoſe wite being dead, If himno other child, but one fair young Daughter, 
of rhefge of tome eighteen years, named Madamoyſelle de Blanchzville, very tall and ſlcnder 
of ſtature, and of a wan and pale complexion, and a coal-black hair and eye-brows, and of 
d:portment and g-fturc infinitely proud , coy, and imperious, to whom at one time both theſe 
our two Gentlemen, Champigny and Beaumarays were importunate Sutors, and paſſionate Ri. 
vals to marry her, inſfomuch as the one of them could difficulcly be abſcnt from the fathers - 
houſe, and daughters company, but the other was preſent, which engendered ſome malice, but 
. more emulation between them. Burt in the end (after a whole years re-fearch and more ) as the 
Willow was deſtined and reſerved for Beaumarays, ſo was the Laurel for Champigny; for, to his 
Joy, Blanchevilles defire , and her Fathers content,he marrti:s her. Whereat Beaumarays, knows- 
ing his birth to be more noble, and his breeding far more generous than that of Champigyy 
(though not in outward ſh:w, yet in inward ſenſe) was extremely diſcontented and ſorrowtul , 
butto remedy it he could nor. 

In ſuch, and the like refuſing accidents, diſcretion is ever far better than paſſion , and 'con- 
tempt than care, But Beaumarays cannot, or at leaft will not, be of thistemper, He forſakes 
reaſon to flye to choller, and ſo loſeth his real and ſolid. judgement, in the Labyrinth of her , 
imaginary beauty, For being at ſupper in company of ſome five or fix Gentlemen, where 
mention was made of B!ancheville, he tranſported with malice and revenge towards her, for- 
gat himſelf fo far, as ( between jeft and earneſt ) to let fall theſe indiſcreet and raſh words, 
That ſhe was more diſdain{ul than chaſte : a ſpeech which he ſhall have time enough both to rc» 
member and rep:nt. The honour of Ladics and GentJewomen ought Rtill co be dear and pre- 
cious to all Gentlemen of Honour , becauſe thcir loſs thereof can ſcldom be repaired, but ne- 
ver fo well or ſo fully recovered , but that there ſtill remains ſome ſtain or blemiſh thereof, 
This undeſerved ſcandal of Beanmarays to his « Puondam Miſtris, Blancheville, falls not to the 
ground, for the iniquity of our times, and the depravation of our manners are ſuch, as there 
arc few companies withonar a Fool ora Traitor to their friends, and ſome are accompanicd 
with both. Mou#fieur Marin, a Gentleman of Chartres (more vain than honeſt) will make him- 
ſelf one of this laſt number, for he being ambitiouſly defirous to 8krew himſelf into the favour 

and familiarity of Blancheville (whom from her infancy. he aff:&ed and loved) reports and tcls 
" her this ſpzech of Beaumarys , whereat ſhe is exceedingly incenſed and exaſperated : Bar for 
that time (as a true woman )) ſh: difſembles her malice and revenge towards him, and fo rakes 
up the memory thereof in the embers of ſilence; bat yet with this condition and reſervation, 
- that hereafcer ſhe will take time to make it flame forth (towards him) with more violence and 
impctuoſiry, 

In the mean time, there falls out anunexpefted and untimely difference between her Huf- 
band and Beaumbrays, whereat ſhe is ſo far from gricvingy asſhe rejoyceth * Beoumarays quar- 
rellech with him for his priority and precedency of ſeats in the Church ( as being both of one 
Pariſh) as alſo for that he cakes the holy bread firſt, and goes before him in all Proccſſions , as 
pretending it duz to him by his right of extra&ion and propricty. Champigny is of too high a 
grain to yecld that to him which he never yeelded, and is therefore reſolatero juſtific his cquali- - 
ty of birth, 'and conſequently not to wrong his Anceſtours in himſelf, When ſceing Beaumarays 
pPaſlionately bent to maintain and preſerve that which he had undertaken, he flics to Juſtice, 
and fo preſently pats him in ſute of Law for the ſame in the Prefidial Court of that City. 
Blancyeville (whoſe pride in tierſelfexcceded her birth, and whoſe malice and revenge towards 
Beaumarays at the leaſt ſurmounted her diſcretion and reaſon) brings no water to quench, but 
oyl ro. inflame this quarrel betwixt him and her Husband, when ſeeing them already entred into: 
a.decp proce(s of Law; ſh:difdaining to ſee herfelf thus abuſed, and her Huszband thus wrong* 
ed by him, can reap no truce of her thoughts; nor they any peace of her choler ,. before ſic have 
written him theſe lines. - | BIA N 
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BLANCHEVILLE tw BEAUMARAYS. 


| V we it not enough for thee to have heretofore wronged mine bonour in -thy falſe and ſcanda« 


lous ſpeeches to Mounfieur Marin, ad others , but thou muſt now attempt to diſgrace my 
Husband in the Church ? and becaule theſe crimes of thine are (0 unjuſt and odtous, as they de< 
ſerve acknowledgment and ſatisfattion from a far better Gentleman than thy ſelf 3 therefore T ſpeedi= 
l expedi the performance thereof from thee, either by thy Letter or preſence, which if thou deny ns, 
we will make thee know, what it is, to abuſe thy ſelf and us, in points of theſe high natures, whereof 
the firſt cannot , the ſecond will not admit of any other excnſe or expiation. But to write thee now 
therruth of my minde 3; as thou haſt heretofore vented mee the malice of thy beart , I have not as yet 
acquainted my Husband herewith, or with this my Letter. Confider therefore ſeriouſly with thy 
ſelf, what thou haſt to do herein, for the vindication of my honour, and thine own diſcrertlih , and 
4s ſoon as T receive thine anſwer and reſolution, I will y1t fail ſpeedily to return thee mane. 


BLANCHEVILLE. 


Having written this her Letter, ſh: is irreſolute with her ſelf, by whom to ſend it him, but, 
at laft ſh: ſends it by her Chamber-maid Martha, to whom only ſhe intruſteth this great ſecret, 
and chargeth her to deliver it to Beaumarays his own hands, and to crave his anſwer thereof. 
Martha bcing a witty fair maid, of ſome two and twenty years of ape , gocs to Beaumarays 
houſe , and ſpeaks with a young man of his, named Le Valley, who tells her, that his Maſter is 
now buſtc with two Gentlemen in his Study, and that ſh: (hall immediatly ſpeak with him as 
ſoon as they depart. In the interim, his eyes cannot refrain from amorouſly gazing and range- 
ing upon the excellency of her bluſhing beauty, and upon her ſweet Vermillion cheeks , grear 
rolling eyes , and flaxen hair, wherewith his-heart at the very firſt encounter, is ſurpriz:dand 
raviſh:d. Here LeV alley kifſcth and rekifſeth Martha; and entertains her with much prattle, 
and many pleaſant love ſpeeches, yea, then and there loves her ſo dearly , as he vowes ſhe ſhall 
remain his Miſtceſs, and he her ſervant till death. So ſome half an hour after the two Gentle= 
men take leave of his Maſter, and then Le alley brings Martha to him , who orderly delivers 
him her Milteefſ:s Letter and m:fſage, ſo he wondring arthe laſt, receives the firſt , leaves hee 
in che Hall wich his man Le/ alley, andfo fteps to his Study, and with much admiration, atid 
more laughter , peruſech this Letter. Hzce he accuſcrh his own indiſcrerion, in ſpeaking againſt 
Blanchevilles Chaſtity , and exce:dingl7 condemneth Marins treachery in revealing it to her. 
Oace he was of opinion to have returned her his anſwer by L=rter, bur ar laſt ſcorningher and 
that reſolution, he then contrarywile reſolves to anſwer her with filence, and fo fteps forth to 

Martha, and with a diſdainfull trowning look, bids her tcll her Miftreſs from him, that hee: 
malicious proud and fooliſh Letter ſhall have no other anſwer from him, but contempt and 
filence. Adarthg yet holds it her duty to pray him for his anſwer in writing to her Miſtreſs , 
bat Beaumarays his firſt reſolution is his laſt, ſo ſh: departeth from him infinitely diſcentented, 
But the Maſter is not ſo unkind to Martha, as his man Le V alley is courteous; for he being 
deeply enamoured of her beauty , brings her the one half of her way home, and goes into a 
M:rcers ſhop , buycs her a fair pair of Gloves ; and as the pledge of his future affcQion , bes 
ſtow:s them on her , the which (without farther excuſe or ceremony) ſhe thankfully acceptethy, - 
and promiſcth him ro wear th:m for his fake. Martha returning home to her Lady and Mt-. 
ireſs , (he delivers her Beatmareys his anſwer , verbatim as he told ic her , burno'Letter. Blan»-, 


cheville (ecing her ſelfthus wronged and {lighted of him, in that he diſdaineth to give her any: © 


ſatisfa&ion, and which is worſe , that he perzmptorily refuſeth and fcorneth to anſwerher 
Letter ; She is ſo ftrangly tranſported with malice and chollzr towards him for'the ſame, as (he 
vows to Cry quittance , and to be revenged of him; bur as yer ſhe knows nor in what manner. 
to perform and perp:trate it 3 only ſh: again reſolves not as yer to acquaint her Husband there» 
with, bur to #trend and watch for ſome farure defir:d opportunity. _ - Why 
Twoyears arc almoſt paſt away, whercin Beaumgrays and Champigny ( to their greatcaſt 
and charge) do vehemently conteſt in Law about their Church- quarrell for precedency y - but. 
they do it far more out of malice towards themiſclves, then any way out of piety towar d.. 
And as moſt ofthe great Judiciall Courts of France are too too frequently opprefſed with 
Law ſatcs of this nature ; ſol may afficm with as much truth as picy, thatthis is a fatall rock, 
whercon many hot contentious French ſpirits do moſt inconfideratly ſuffer ſhip-wrack,” Atthe 
end of which time ( as the loſs of one party proves ſtill the gain of the other ) whe Peefidfall. 

Jouct of Charters pronounceth ſentence in favour of ca , adjudging him the pour? 
bY | Ucncy 
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© Godr Revenge againfteMuriber. Book IV. 


dency in the Church, and condemning Champigny in five hundred Crowns charge and dam. 
mage to Beaumarays. This thundering ſentence ſo prejudiciall and contraiy ic C ban pigny his 
proud wives hopes and expeQarion, drives him into cxtreme choller,and her out of all paticnce 
rowards Beaumarays. He bites his lip with gricf , and his wile inflamcd with rage at. thete- 
and knowledge hereof, and although he were once minded to appeal frem this ſentence of 
the Prefidiall Court of Chartres , to the Court of Parliament at Paris, yet bcing powcrfully 
diverted by his beſt friends, he as ſoonabandoneth as embraceth , that reſolution: he canner +4 
ſce Beaumarays but with envy, nor his wife hear ſpeak of him, but with infinite malice and 
deteſtation. She is all bent on revenge towards him , and with her ſpecches and ations, buth 
day and night, precipitates her Husband onwards to it. And now her old grudge and waliee 
againſt him b:gins afreſh to revive and flouriſh , and now ſhe thinks ir a very fit time and op. 
rtunity , to acquaint her Husband with Beaumarays his baſe and ſcandalous ſpec ches againſ} 
er hodbur, the which with much paſſion, and many tears ſhe cffcCts, and alſo thews him the 
Copy of her Letter, which ſhe ſent him by her maid Martha, whereunto ſhe informs him, he 
difdainfully returned her no anſwer, but contempt and filence. Champigny is ſo deeply jn- 
cenſed hereat againſt Beaumarays , as his wife needs not many words or circun ftances to jn 
duce and p:r{wade him to revenge ic on him : when preſently be being as inc2pable of delay, 
as of better advice and counlell, he finds out Marin, who (more in love to Blancheville, than 
in hatred to Beaumarays) confirms as much to-him, as he would have him afticm. Now, as 
Blancheville thinks that her Husband Champigny will queſtion Beaumarays by thc Law of Ju 
tice, forthis his crime towards her : H< (as a valiant and generous Gentleman) flics a higher 
picch, and aſſumes a contrary reſolution, to do itby that of his ſword. When having prayed, 
and procured Marin to be his Second , and they both agrecing to fight on horſe-back, he 
(conſulting with nature, not with grace) the very next mourning by Serex his foot-wan , ſcnds 
Beaumarays this Challenge. 


w 
CHAMPIGNY to BEAUMARAYS. 


S thy knowledge is Fudge , ſo Mounſienr Marin ts witneſs , what baſe and ignoble ſpeeches thou 
| A haſt faifly vomitted forth againſt the honour and chaſtity of my wife. And becauſe crimes of 
this nature are ſtill odious to men, and execrable to God, aud no way to be tolerated by a friend, 
much leſs to be digeſted and ſuffered by a Husband : therefore thank thy ſelf , if ( for reparatin 
bereof ) thy folly now call on thy valour, to invite thee and thy Second, to meet me and mine, with your 
Swords on horſeback, on Tueſday next, betwixt ſix and ſeven in the morning, without the North-bedge 
of the very firſt Vineyard beyond the River , where you ſhall find we will attend you , and comparing 
the equity of my cauſe, to the injuſtice and infidelity of thine, it makes me fully confident , that the 
#ſſue of this Dull will prove glorious for me, and ſhamefull and raiuoxs for thy ſelf. 


CHAMPIGNY, 


Serou (according to his charge and duty) findes out Beaumarays in. his own houſe, and very 
—_ gives him his Maſters Letter 3 who much muſing thercat, ſteps tothe window, and there 
privatly reads it to himſelf: When bluſhing and ſmiling to ſce the bold folly of Champigny, 
the fooliſh malice of his wifc Blanckeville, and the baſe treachery of Maris towards him, hc is 
ſo couragious and generous, as hediſdains to be out-braved by any man whatſoever in the point 
of honour, (which he cftecms far dearer and precious than his life ) eſpecially by Champigny, 
whom hc bolds to be as much his infcriour in valour as blood. He therefore trips to bis ttudy, 
and writes Champigny this Letter, rhe which he return» by his foot-man in anſwer of his. 


BEAUMARAYS to CHA MPIGNY. 


SI will not make my ſelf Judge,ſo T deſire not to be witneſs either of thy wifes chaſtity or uns - 
baſtity. It is ſufficient for meto leave her to ber ſelf, and her ſelf- to thee. Marin ſhall bave 
time enough to repent bis treackery towards mee, and thou to exchange thy jealuuſie into Fudgement. 
.But becauſe I ſee thy rholler new exceeds all the bounds if reaſen , for that 1hcu art ſo inconfideratly 
: and raſhly audacious , to ſeck and preſerve thy wifes hencur with the leſs and ruine of mine ; know 
Therefore, tbat to cheriſh and maintain it equally with my life, I cheerfully accept thy chailengg, and 

do.hereby give thee 10 underſiand , that I with my ſeccnd, will at ibe time and place appointed, mect 
' Thee aud thine on korſeback, nhere ne duult na but to aCcquit wr (elves, as our ſelves, and. / 
wiake thee and thize acknnlecge, that wr ſn0 ds are compoſed of 8 $00@ temper : and Our m— £Þ 
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q better » and conſequently , that yon may, perchance , meet with your ſuperiours , as well im valony 
as in blood and extraction. | BEAUMARAYS.. 
Hz hath no ſooner cnded this his Letter , but he preſently begins to think of his ſecond, when 
calling to mind his own younger Brother Le Montagne, (a young Gentleman of ſome twenty 
ears ofage) is brave and valiant, and that he hath alrcady foughr.ewo Duzlls , and in both of 
them came off wich his honour , he ſends for him to his cloſet, and there ſhews him Ch ah 
pigny his challenge, and his anſwer thereunto, and demands of him it he have any flomack to 


| {cond him at this feaſt, his Brother Montagne highly applauds his generous reſolution for ac» 


cepting this challenge, thanks him for the honour and favour he now doth him, in making 
him his ſecond, vows, that if he had many lives , as he hath but one, he is ready to ſacrifice them 
all at his fect and ſervice; and couragiouſly tells him, he ſhould have taken it for a (enſible af- 
front, diſgrace and injury, if he had made choyce of any other than himſelf : So they both 

pare their horſes, Swords and courages againſt the approaching time , and nolefl: doth 
Champigny and Marin. 

Beaumarays and his Brother Montagne conceal this buſineſs from all the world z and Cham 
pigny bears it ſo cloſc and ſecret, as he makes not his ambitious and malicious wiftc acquainted 
therewith, but in favour of his love to her beauty, and reputationto himfclt, ſmothers itup 
in filence. Tueſday morning being come , our four impaticnt champions are in the field at 
their Rend:z-vous 3 firft arrived Champigny and Marin, and preſcntly ater them, Beanmarays 
and his brother Montage, all of them being bravely mounted upcn neighingy and trampling 


- coarſers: Ar their carrance, Marincomes with a ſoft trot toward Beamarays ,; thinking to a» 


pologize himſclf ro him ; But Beumarays is ſo brave and generous, as he is deaf to his ſpee- 
ches, and will not hear him, but tells him , that it is Swords , not tongues , which muſt now 
decide their difference, and prove him innocent or guilty : So Marin milling of his aime, he 
returnes again upon the ſame trot to Champigny, and now, according to the order and nature 
of Duells, it is ordered between thoſe four deſperate Gentlemen , that their principalls ſhall 
ſcarch the ſeconds, and the ſeconds the principalls , to ſee whether their doublets were any 
more than Sword proof, but they might well have ſaved themſelves that Iabour,for they are all 
of them too noble and valiant , any way to taint their reputations and honours with the leaſt 
ſhadow -or tinfture of cowardize z ſo they caft of their Doublets, divide themſelves , 
and then draw , and the firft that muſt, and will try their fortunes , are Champigny and 
Beumarays (who being ſome fourſcore paces off they give ſpurs and reins to their horſes , and 
part as ſwift as the wind, or rather ſo furiouſly and ſuddenly, agtwo claps of thunder, or flaſhes 
of lightening : At their firſt encounter , Beumarays runs Champigny through his ſhirt-band,in= 
tothe right tide of his neck, and Champigny him into his left ſhoulder , whercat reciprocally 
inflamed as Lyons , they make ſhort turnes with their horſes , and ſo fall toit amaine with 
their Swords, when again Beumareys gives Champigny two other wounds , and he returnes 
him one in counterexchange , whereofneither of them being morrtall, they again divide them. 
ſclvcs to breath , which haviag done , and both of themas yet unſatisfied, crhey met the ſecond 
time , at which cloze, Champigny miffeth Beumarays, and hurts his horſe in theneck , but Bey= 
merays gives Champigny a lick with his Sword orc his forchead ,(which bled exceedingly , bur 
yetthey arc too couragious to defift, as ſcorning , rather than caring for the number of their 
wounds. They to it again the third time , which proves as fortunat for Beumarays, as fatall 
to Champigny 3 for as his horſe ftumbleth on his fore-feet, Beumarays in his bending , runs him 
thorow the body , alittle above his left Pap, where his Sword meeting and cutting the ſtrings 
of his heart, he preſently, in a fainting and faltering language, ſpake theſe his laſt words : Bey« 
marays, I forgive thee my death, and Ged be mercifull untomy Soul, and with the ſame”, fell ftark 
dead from his horſe to the ground; When Beumarays, as a noble Gentlewan , leapt preſently 
from his horſe to his afliftance, and ſodid his own ſecond, Marin, but their charity and care to 
him was in vain, fer already lifc had forſaken his body, and conſcquently , bis foul was fled to 

his place : $0 he lics there gored inhis blood, and whiles Marin was covering of his breath- 

G body with his Cloak, Bermarays ſheaths up his Sword , and with hands and cycs clevated 

to Heaven, rendreth thanks to God for this his victory: 

No ſooner hath Montagne congratulated with his Brother Benmarays for his good fortune; ”, 
but with a heart and courage worthy of him ſelf, he calls our ro his Rivall Marin, and, bids / © -* 
him prepare to fight z When his Brother Beumarays notwithſtanding his loflc of much. blood, 
doth infinicty defire to ſpare his Brother Montague from fighting with Marin, and fo to per- 
form it himſelf. Bur Montagne is too couragious and generous cither ro underſtand this mo- 
tia, or to reliſh this language from his Brother, and ſo in hot. words and high termcs, he pc- 


remptorily tells him » Thar þec.ame rofight with Marin y and fight he woul1; whercupon his 
| Bb 9 Brother | 


Brother Beaumarays gives him his prayers, commics him to-his good fortune, and fo with hig 
Cloak muffl:d abour him; firs down a SpeCtator ro their combat : When Moxtagye remounting 
remounting” his Steed, he cals out again to Marzn and bids bim prepare to fight, 

Marin no way appalled or dauntced with the unfortunat diſaſter ot his principall , but ra. 
ther the more exaſperated and incouraged therecat, he as a valiant Gentleman vowes to \-1l and 
requite his death dearly on the lite of his adverſary Montagne: to which cnd they divide them- 
ſelves and draw, and ſo part cach towards other , | know not whether wich more (wiftneſs os 
courage; At their firſt encounter Marin runs Montagne into the ſmall of the belly of a llighe 
wound , and in exchange he cuts Marin a great flaſh on his left check , which hangs down and 
blecds exccedingly 3 When preſently clo{ing again, Montagne runs Mariz into the right thigh, 
and hz him in requitall into the right arme, and then they divide th:mſcIves ro take breath A 
and for all theſe cheir wounds being as yet incapable to appeaſe or ſati:fi: their courages, they 
preſently determine again to fall'to it with bravery and rc{olutionz When behold the Marquis 
of Bellary (the Tirular King of TvetotYwirth two Lords his Sons,and their train pafſerh that way 
from Chartres to go to Paris, and ſecing two Gentlemen on Horſeback in their ſhirts wich theie 
Swords drawn, he j1dgeth it a Daell , when he and his two Sons gallop into the little Med- 
dow joyning to the Vineyard to prevent and part them, but they came too late for Montagne 
and Marin (ceing them ſwiftly galloping towards them, they(ro prevent them ) with more haſt 
then good (peed, (er Spurs to their horſes the ſooner, and at this their ſecond; mecting Afox- 
ragre warding Marins Sword and purting it by , doth at the very ſame Inſtant cun him thorow 
the body a lile below his Navell, of which mortall wound , hetfclI preſently from his Horſe 
dead to the ground, uttering only theſe words : @ Montagne, thou haſt ſlain me: Thou haſt flatn 
me, God receive'my Soul : and then and there without ſpeaking a word mare i nmediadly dyed. 

No ſooner hath Aomtagne wiped and ſheatkedup his Sword, but his joyfull Brother Beau- 
marays galops up to him, and cheerfully congratulates with him for the ſame : When inſtantly 
the * Wa els of Bellary, and the two Lords his Sons, arrive to them, though a little coo late; 
They arc aftoniſhed to ſee two proper Gentlemen lie there {11in in the field, and recking in their 
hot blood; when turning to Beaumarays and his Brother Mwtagne, whom they knew,they con- 
gratulate with them for their viftorics ,and the Marqueſs , as bricfly as his time and thcir 
wounds will permit , enquircs of them the cauſe of their quarrel, and the manner and particu 
lars of their combat, whereof being fully informed and ſatisficd by them, he ſends the dead 
bodics of Champigny and Marin to Chartres in his Coach 3 And underſtanding by Beaumarays 
and his Brother Montage, that for the preſervation of their ſifeties and lives , they were refol- 
ved to leave Chartres and Beanſſe, and ſo thwarting ore Normandy by Erereux and Lefieux, to 
embark themſelves for Caen , and thence to pals tae Scas into Exgland, till their friends in their 
abſence had procured their grace and pardons from the King , as alſo that they were defticute 
both of Chirurgions to dreſs their wounds , and of « guid co condutt them thither; Hee very 
nobly gave them his own Chirurgion and guid, and promifing them likewiſe , to labour with 
the King to the utmoſt of his power , for their pzace, he paſſerh on his Journey, and commits 
them to the bett fortune, A ſingular , yea, an honourable courtefte ofthis brave 01d Marqueſs 
of Bellary, whoſe deſerts and fame | ſhould much wrong , it I gave not the relation and me- 
mory of his na ne a place in this Hiſtory. 

Whiles thus the Marqueſs of Bellary is travelling towards Paris and Beaumarays and his bro» 
ther Montagne poſting tor Caen , come we bricfly ro Chartres, which now refounds and rattles 
with the report and iſſue of this combate, where Gentlemen and Citizens, and all(according 
to their pailions and aff<Qions ) ſpeak differently thereof; fome condemn the vanity of Beau- 
marays, ochers the folly & treachery of Marin, bur all do highly extoll the courage and genc- 
rolity of Ct ampigny and Montagne, Burt leave we them to their cenſures, and come we again to 
ſpeak of Blarcheville,wba takes the news of this untimely death of her Husband fo tenderly and 
forrowfully , that ſhe is ready to drown her ſelf in tears; lr is not only a grief to her heart to 
ſee, but a terror to her conſcience, to know, that her Hnzband Champzzny,and her friend Ma- 
rin, have borh of them loſt their lives for her ſake,and when again ſhe falls on the conſideration 
and remembrance , that the firſt dyed by the hand and ſword of Beaumarays, her mortall cne- 
mic, and the ſecond by that of his Brosher Meztagze, then ſhe is again ready to bnrſt her 
hearr and brzaft with fighing thereat. She is ſo uncapable of Connell, as ſhe will hear of 
no conſolation, nor ſpeak of any thing but of her malice and revenge towards Beaumarays, 
and to write the tru:t\, this implacable wrath and revenge of hers co him, takes up all her 
thought and ſpeeches, her :ontemplations and zone, and both her time and her fſclf. To 
which cnd {he conver melt ct her Corn and Wine into money , goes to Paris, caſts her (elf at 


the Kings feet, and to th: feet of that great and illuſtrions Court of Parliament for Juſtice, 


againſt 
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2gainſt Beanmerays, the murcherer of her Hasband, the which again and again , th= atoud re. 
ſounds and ecchoes forth to their cars,yca, her rage is ſo great, and her malice ſo outragioug 
towards him, that notwichſtanding his body is abſent, yet ſh: ſpends five hundred Crowhg 
in Law to have him according to the Law and Cuitome of France to be hanged up in effgie ; 
But alchough her ſuce be juſt, yer (by reaſon of his great tricnds in Court ) ſhe ſecs her ielt fo 
anfortunate, that (hz: cannut. obtaine it. Whereupon, after twelve moneths vain Rtay i n Paris, 
and a profuſe cxpernice of money, ſhe (with much grict and ſorrow ) ſecretly vowes to her ſelf, 
that if ever he return again to Chartres,or which is more, into France, that ſhe her (elf will 
be both his Judge and Ex:cutiouer , by revennging her Husbands death in his, and from this 
helliſh reſolution of hers , ſh: deeply ſwears, that neither Earth nor Heaven ſhall diver 
her. | - 
Now, to follow the naturall ſtream and tide of this Hiſtory; Wee muſt again bring Bea, 

marays and his Brother Montagne on the Stage thereof : For the Reader muſt underftand ,that 
theic wounds being drefſed and fecured, having beſtowed both their horſes on the Chirurgion 
and guid, the two (crvants of che aforcſaid Marqueſs of Bellary , and lik« wiſe written him a 
thankfull Letter for his honourable courtcfic extended to them, and therewith likewiſe prayed 
him to folicite the King for their Grace and pardon in their abſence, they privatly ( without 
any followers ):mbaiq 1c themſclves upon an Engliſh veſiell at Caen, and fo with a profperous 
galc ; arrive at Rze, and from thence taxc horſe tor London, where they ſettle up their! aboad 
and refidence , from whenee Beaumarays ſends to Chartres for two of his foot-men , and his 
Brother Moxtagne for one of his, which come over to London to them ſome {1% weeks afrer,and 
brings their Maftcrs word, how earneſtly and violently their adverfarics follow the rigour and 
ſcvcrity of the Law againſt them in P aris, but eſpecially againſt Beaumarays 3 they receive theſe 
advertiſements, from their ſervants and friends , rather with grief than contempr,and therefore 


_ ,toprevent their malice, and their own diſgrace and daneer, th:y often write trom Londox to 


Paris, to the Marqucfs of Bellary, and likewiſe tc the Biſhop of Chartres(their dear friend and 
Kinſman)to haſten their pardons from the King : So that Noble Lord, and this reverend Pre- 
lace, pirying their danger and abſence as much as they wiſh their ſafry and returne, take tirne 
at advantage , and the King in a well diſp>ſcd humour, and ſo do moſt cfi:Qually and powete 
fully acquaint his Majcfty, how theſe two abſent Gentlemen and Brothers , Beaumarays and 
Montagne, were withouc juſt cauſe or reaſon, provoked to this unfortunate combat by their 
adverſarics ; that they were the Challenged, not the Challengers z that heretofore rhey had 
never committ:d any a& unworthy cither of their honour, or of themſelves : That for their 
vertucs and generofity, they were beloved of all their Countrey and acquaintance : Thatthey 
had formerly received many wounds in his Majcſties Warrs ; and that their valour and cou- 
rage was ſach , that in theſg times , which threarned more troubles than promiſed peace, they 
would undoubtedly prove happy and uccefſary members for his ſervice , with many other pre- 
vailing motives and reaſons conducing that way z which at laſt ſo weigh down the beart and 
mind of the Kivg, thar he freely conceded and gave them their pardons under his great Seal, 
the which to make the more authenticall, they cauſed chem to be enregiſtred and confirmed by 
the Court of Parliament of Paris, and thercupon both the Marqueſs and Biſhop joyntly and 
ſpzedily writ to them thereof from Paris. And after ſome few moneths of their ſtay in Log- 
don, thzy ſend them over theſe their Pardons , which arc delivered to them by the Earl of 
Tillieres, then ordinary Ambafſzdour there for this preſent French King , Lewzs x74. the which 
they receive with infinic honour, content, and joy. 

This good news of theirs makes them now like the ayre of France, better than that of Exg- 
land. So they ſpeedily pack up their baggage, leave London, and with all celcrity poaſt away to 
Dover, Callais,and Paris. Where bcing arrived, he firſt thing they do,they find out the Mar- 
queſs of Bellary, and the B'ſhop of Chartres , to whom they owe their peacc, as they do their 
lives to the King : to whom they expreſs a thouſand demynſtrations of thankfullneſs for this 


their honour and favour ſhewed them. They likewiſe burn with defire to reftifie ſo much tothe _ 


King, when the Marquis, ſcconded by the Biſhop, preſents them to his Majcfty, who falling 
to his feet, he gives them his Royall hand to kiſs. They can better expreſs their thankfulnzfs 
indecds than words to him, and in language of their ſwords, than in that of their tongues: Ons 
ly they tell his Maj-ſty , that having received their lives of his meer clemencic and Royall fa- 
vour , they moſt humbly therefore implore him to grant them the favour and honour , that 
- they may ſpend and end them in this ſervice. H: allows of their z:al and humility , and to re- 
double his favour , he gives them again his hand co kiſs , adding farther to them, ttiat ir is ra- 
ther likely than impolible, that he ſhall ſhortly have occaſion ro uſetheir Swords and ſervice, 
and fo diſmitſ-ih them. 


Tiff our two Brothzri cemain a moneth in Paris , wherein almoſt daily they tender their! | 
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"thankfull reſpcAs end ſervice to the Marquis and Biſhop, at the end whereof leaving their durticy | 
and recciving their commands, they take horſe and rerurn home tor Chartres, (from which by 
reaſon of thcir diſaſter they have been ſo long abſent)where all their Kinstolks and friends wel- 
come them home with infinite delight and joy, yea, almoſt ali Chartres and the Gentlemen 
thereabouts, cxccedingly rcjoyce of their fortunate and ſafe returns. Only the Parents of Marin 
do envie Montagne ral. By and Blancheville,the forrowfull and incenſed Widow of Champignyz 
hat.s Beumarays deadly. As for Montagne, he makes ſuch good means and friend, that in leſs 
then two moneths he obtains a perfet reconciliation of the firſt 3 but alchough Beumarays have 
made many fair overtures and proffcrs of attonement by his fricnds to the ſccond,yet in fix mo- 
neths he ſecs It is wholly impoſlible for him to procure 1t of her, and which is worle, ſhe is ſtill 
outragious and revengfull towards him , that he thinks he never ſhall z for ſhe diſdains to ſee 
him , and ſcorns to heare of him : and ſtill her malice and indignation againſt 
him,makes her conftant in her former hclliſh and bloudy refolution,that by one means or other 
ſh: will cre long murther him, as he hath her Husband : A feartull and moft exccrable roſo- 
lution, every way unworthy the heart of a Gentlewoman, and far more the ſoul of a Chriſtian. 

In the former part of this Hiftory we have underſtood the aff.Ction of LeV allez( Beumarays 
his man )ro Martha Blanchevilles Chamber-maid, In the middle thereot we have remarked 
and ſen the implacable intended malice and revenge of Blancheville towards Beaumarays. 
And we ſhall not go far before the end hereof will enform us what mournfull fruits,and deplo- 
- xable effcts, theſe diffrent accidents and perſons will procure us. 

As there is no love to that of aman, ſo] am ot opinion, that chere isno malice comparable 

to that ofa woman, and if the trath deceive not my judgment herein, | believe we ſhall ſhort] 
ſee the Antithefis of this poſition made good and verified in the perſons of Le Valley,and Blane 
chewille. For whilcs LeV alley is lovingly thinking and inventing all poſſible means how he 
may marry Martha ſo is Blancheville maliciouſly pondering ard ruminating with her (clf how 
or by what means or agents {hz may murther Beaumerays. Thus we ſee thar the heart of the 
frſt it is full of kindneſs and courtelic, as the mind and re{olutions of the ſecond is of cruelty 
and bloud. Now the Reader for his better information 3 will I bope remember , that in all 
this time of two years and upwards, fince LeV alley firſt faw and fpake with his ſweet ;hcart 
Martha, in his Maftcrs houſe, that there hath paſt many Jouve tokens between them, bur as yer 
he could never draw her conſent to marry him z for ſtill ſhe tels him that ſhe Joves her Miſtreſs 
ſodearly , that ſhe will not depart from her ſeavice, nor wed any man , without her free con= 
ſent , and therefore that they have far more reaſon to donbt than to hope of this match be- 
tween them,confidering the lamentable accident and diſaſter which hath paſt berween their 
Maſters. Le V alley (ceing he muſt firſt win the Miſtreſs, before he can wed the maid, with hig 
ſweet hearts adviſe, reſolves to ſeck Blanchevilles content thereto , the which he doth in fair and 
orderly tearms. Blancheville who had formerly heard an inkling how dearly Le Valley affeRed 
her maid Martha in the way of morriage, now by this motion rh-rcot ro her ſclt , (he is ful 
confirmed thereof. When obſerving more paſſion than judgment , as well in his affe&ion to 
her maid, as in his ſpecches to herſelt, ſhe preſently(being induſtrious in her malice, and vigi« 
lant in her revenge towards Beaumarays) forgets God and all goodnefs, abandoncth all Chri- 
ſtianity and humanity , and ſo the D-vill brings her a plot , or clſc herown heart and head 
fercht it from het] : She thinks that this poor ſervant Le V alley, is a fir agent and infirument 
for her, cither to poyſon or Piſtoll his Mafter Beaumarays to death , and that his love to her 
maid Martha, and his conſideration of her freſh youth and beauty, is a ſufficient bait, and 
powerfull lare ro make him undertake and perform it, and hereon ſhe ſertles up her bloody re- 
ſolution. To which end Blaxcheville having already ſufficiently woven this creachery in her 
heart, and cloſcly and fincly ſpun it in her brains, ſh- politickly gives Le Falley more hope 
than deſpair, that he ſhall ſhortly marry her maid Mertha; only ſhe rels him ſhe muſt firft con- 
fer with her, to ſee how ſhe ſtands affected to him, and that if hz repair to her again at the 
end of the week, ſhe will chen affuredly give him ſuch an anſwer, as ſhe doubrs nor but will 
content and plcaſe hin, or cle the faulc ſhall be his : Bur to conclude her ſpeech , ſhe charg- 
eth him notto ſpeak or utter a word hereof to his Maſter Beaumarays , all which Le V alley 
faithfully promiſeth her to performe. Hz goes from the Mittreſs ro the maid, and reports 
what ſh: hath told and ſpoken , ſo theſe young folks flatter themſelves , that they very ſhortly 
ſhall be man-and wife. Blaxcheville(whoſe heart and mind runs wholly upon a bloudy revenge 
towards Blanmarays )no ſooner underfiands that LeValley is gone forth her doores,burſhe ſends 
for her maid Martha int > her Chamber, wh:re no way acquainting her with her bloudy intents 
& policic)ſhe chargeth her to ſwear that ſhe wil never mary LeV alley without her free confents = 
and thar in the end {he ſhall not rep:nt the following of her adviſe and counfell herein, which 


Martha ſolemuly doth, whereof this malicious and vindiftive Dame is cxccedingly glad and 
Cuishicd. 
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The end of the week being come, away comes Le Valley to his ſweet heare Martha , to know 
if ſh: bc ſhactly reſolved to marry him, who having been perfettly taught her lefſon, tells him 
plainly , chat ſhe will bz his wife , conditionally that he can gain her Miſtreſs - Blanchevilles 
conſent chereanto, bur never without it. Whereof he being exceedingly joyfull, he giving her 
many kifſcs, increats her to bring him to her Miſtreſs , and that he hopes ro receive plealing news 
from her, to both their contents, Blancheville (with much longing impatiency ) attends his 
comming , and receives and welcoms him into her Cloſet wich a cheerfall countcnance,where 
bolting the door, this helliſh Erynnis (not Heavenly V-aniz ) paſſttonat]y cels him, chac ic (hall 
be impoſlible for htm ever to enjoy or marry her maid Martha , except he firſt ſwear to her to 
perform a ſecret buſineſs for her, which infinitly concerns her content and ſervice. Le Valley 
deſires to know of her what ir is, bur ſh: ficſt (wzars him to ſecrecie herein , both from Mar- 
the, and from all the world, the which he freely ſwears : When Blancheville ( with hypocriti- 
call , yea, with diabolicall rears in her eycs) being inſt-uXed 2nd prompred by the Devill, re« 
preſentech unto him, how fouly his Maſter Beaumarays had firſt wronged her chaſtity and ho- 
nouc » thenabuſed her H sband in th: Church, and atterwards kitl:d him in the fizId, and 
therefore that he {h>uld not only marry hr maid Martha, but that ſh: would likewiſe give him 

three hundred Crowns of marriage money with her (it for her fake, and at her requeſt) he 
would kill his aid Maſtcr, eithzr by Poyſon, Ponyard, or Piſtoll, of which ſumm ſhe cold him 

he ſhould have the one half in hand, and the ocher when he had performed ir, the which ifhe 

refuſed to do, ſh: ſwore by her parc of Haven, that he ſhould never marry h:r, nor come near 

her. 

Le V alley is amazzd and aftaniſh:d at this bloady propoſition and req 1eſt of hers , the which 
ſh: might well pzrccive by the diſtcaftion of his looks, and the perturbation of his counte- 
nance, Hz tells her, that although he loves Martha far dearer than his life, yer he cannot find 
in his heart to kill the pooreſt Chriſtian in the world, much lefs ſo good and ſo dear a Maſter 
as Braumarays was to him. Blaxcbeville(being now as ſubrill in her malicec,as ſhe was malicious 
in her revenge towards Beaumarays ) ſh:ws Le V alley the three hundred crowns in fair Gold, 
which aku morethan ever beforc he had ſeen 3 Tels him what a dear fricnd ſhe will ever 
remain to him and his wife, and (in a word) leaves no lure unpractiſed; nor charm unattemp< 
ted, to driw him to thz cnterpriz: ofthis deplorable, and to the cx:cucion of this helliſh fact, 
Bic finding him as troz:n asſh: was fizry therein , ſh: bids him to take a weeks time to confider 
thereof, chen to bring her his laſt reſolucion, and withall to rem:mber his oath of ſecrecic 
herein from all th: world , both which points he conſtantly promiſ..t'\ her to performe. Ag he 
deſcends the ſtairs from her , his ſwzet h:are M erthe com:s preſently to him to know the mind 
and rcC{)lucion of her Miſtceſs, whom h : thinks good then to (:t'sh: wich this pleaſing anſwer 
that he hop:3a ſmall rime will work and compaſs both their defires. So atter a fow kiffes and 
embraces, they for that time take Icave each of other. Hz is no ſooner returned home, but his 
heart is as p:nſive and ſorrowfull , as his mind and brain is perplcx:d and troubled for the 
cauſe thereof. He conſults with himſelf , and his r:ſolucions are as diff:rent as his defices. He 
cannot as yet find in his hzart to kill his Maſter , and yet he can reſolve rather to dye thanto 
loſe Martha his Miſtreſs. Truz ic is, that the fight of the Lady Blancheviiles Gold doth att 
wonders in his heart, but far more the ſight and remembrance of Marihas ſweet youth and de- 
licious beauty : So the firſt temps him exceedingly , the ſecond ex-reamly , and the Devill in 
both of them infinitely; yet notwithſtanding , his faith and ſoul are fo ftrong with God, 
that hitherto he cannot conſent or bz drawa to imbrue, his hands in the innocent blaud of his 
Maſter. But here befals 4nd uncxpeAcd accident waich violently precipicates and throws 
him headlong on the contrary reſolution. | 

His Maſter Beaumzrays (not for want of any reſpe& or love to Blancheville , but becauſe he 
perfeAly knew ſh: extreamly hated him) having formerly charged his man Le Valley that he 
ſhould not frequent her houſe , nor no more dare to ſeek her maid Martha in marriage, the. 
which he confidently promiſed him he would, H: now und:rftands that contrary thereunto;,, 
his man Le Valley the very day b:forc was there, and continucd {till an carneſt (u:or to her; fo 


he hereapon calls him to him, and gives him five or fix ſound box:s on the Er, for his difo- 


beying him,and vows thac if he ev-r any more return chicher , and ſeek Martha inmarciageyhe 
woald uttcrly caſhice him, and wholly diſcharge him from his ſervice. Le Vailey not accu» 
tomed to receive b'ows ot his Miſt:r, was ſocxtreamly incenſed hereat, as difdaining the blows 
for his Maſtef, and his Maſter for th: blows ſake , they engender ſuch bad bloud in him, as he: 
preſently ftriks a bargain, firft with his choller, rven wich the Dcvill ; thac he would 
now adhere to the rcqu:it of Blaucheville , and ſo ſp:edily retura his Maſter a ſhirp req ical} 
and bloudy reveng: for the ſame z and indzed from that time forwards he never looked on him 
but with an cyc of hatred and deteſtarion. | Sg 
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So without farther delay,the ſame night as ſoon as bis Maſter was gone to bed , he trips away 
to Blanchevilles houſe, informesher at large what had paſt betwixt his Maſter and himſclt, 
and therefore aſſures her that he-is fully and conſtantly reſolyed to murther him within three WW 1 
or four dayes, if ſh: would perform her promiſe to him , to give bim the three hundred * 
Crowns, and that alſo within a moneth after he ſhall marry Martha , whereat Blancheville 
being beyond meaſure joyfull ; ſhe faithfully and ſolemnly ſwears him the performance thereof 

when (as a pledpe of the reſt ) ſhe preſently payes him down the firſt hundred and fifty in 

Gold, the which Le Valley joyfully purſerh up. But the Receipt thereof ſhall colt him 

dear. 

From the intended matter of the murther of Beaumarays, theſe two agents of Sat?” and 
Hell, Blanchevill: and LeValley , proceed to the manner thereof, ſhe propoſerh that i-1ercall 
drag , poyſon, but he reje&erh ir, azdangerous to bt bought, and difficult to be applicd. And 
becauſe ſhe diſlikes to have him ponyarded, therefore they both conclude and agree, that he, 
ſhall piſtoll him to death, and this is their definitive , cruell, and hellifh reſolution. Le 
Valley having thus diſpatcht his buſineſs with Blencheville, and taken leave with kiffes of his 
ſweet Martha , (who poor ſoul is 2s innocent , as they two are wholly and folcly guilty of 

this deplorable conſpiration) he puts a cheerfull countenance on his revengetull heart , ſo re> 
© earncs home, and the very next day gets his Maſters pocket Piftoll , which he loads with a 
{brace of Bullets, and watcheth every day and hour for a defired opportunity to ſend him to 
Heaven. So the third after Monſicur Montagne going abroad a hawking with bis Brothey 
Hawks and Spannels , and taking almoſt all his men ſervants with him, and leaving Le V alley 
to wait' and attend or his Mafter, then and there this fatall occaſion anſwered his prodigious 
| expectation. For that very Fore-noon, his Mafter Beaumerays comming from the houſe of 
| Office, he calls up LeV alley to him in his Chamber to truſs his points, which wretched Villain 
| he is buſi: in performing, but alas, in moſt barbarous and bloudy manner : For as that good 
and Noble Gentleman-thoughe of nothing leſs than of his danger or death, then this monſter of 
nacure fingering his hind points with his left hand, very ſoftly drew his Piſtol out off his pocket 
with his right , and then and there(with an infernall courage and audacity ſhot him into the 
Reyns of his back, nearly oppoſite co his heart , whereof he preſently fell down dezd to the 
| ground, without having cither the power or happineſs to utter one prayer or word whatſoz yer, 
| but only two or chree ſmall fainting, or indeed dying groans. 

| This bloudy and cx:crable wretch Le} alley, ſecing his Maſter dead, he trinmphs in his good 
fortune, to ſec what a brave Butcher he had proved himſclfin fo ſpecdily and neatly diſpatch- 
ing him. When to pur the better varniſh on his villany, and fo to make it appcar ro the 
World , that his Mafter was his own murtherer, he taketh the Piftoll and placeth ir in his dad 
right hand,8& layes the K:y of the Chamber upon the Table , and the door having a ftrong 
Spring-lock , pulls and tary ix faſt after him. When again, ro make his innocency the more 
clear and conſpicuous to the World, he ſpeedily and ſecretly taking a horſe out of the Stable, 
a Hawk on his fiſt, and a Spannicll at his heels, and fo very joyfully gallops away to the 
fields, where (after ſom? hour atleaſt , or hour and half at moſt ) he finds oat Monſicur Mx+ 
tagne, and tells him his Maſter diſpatcht him to him' with a frefh Hawk , which was his 
beft and chiefeſt Gaſhawk» They Hawk all day together, andLE VALLEY 
( azaccuſtomed ) is very officious and diligent to Monfieur MONTAGN EF, 
who towards night returns home to Chartres , having ( between them all ) taken cight 
Partridges and one Phefant, Hzarrives at his Brothers houfe , where miſſing him , he gives 
the Pheſant and four of the Partridges to the Cook to dreſs for their Supper; when afterwards 
again miſſing his Brother Begger9s , and enquiring for him, the m:niall ſervants of the our- 
houſes tell him they ſaw him not co day. Supper being preparing, and the Tablc covered , he 
ſends up Le Valley to look him in his Chamber, who returns him this anſwer, that his Maſtce 
1s not there, but the door is ſhut : Montague marvelleth at his Brothers long (and unaccuftome | 
cd) abſence, and fo do all his ſervants. They find his Cloak, Rapier and B:1t, hanging up at 
a pin in the Hull , and therefore deeming him not far, but at fome neighbours houſe , he fends 
Le V alley one way, and the reſt of the ſervants to other placesto find him our; but whiles rhey 
ſeck after him, Le Valley (favourcd by the night) trips away ſpecdily to the Lady Blanchevilles 
houſe, and there moſt bricfly and ſecretly acquaints her how bravely hz hath diſpatched his 
Maſter that forenoon,ſhe cannot contain her felf for joy of this ſweet news,nor expreſs it to him 
in Teſs than a kiſs,he ſaics he will tell her the reſt to morrow night, and then come and receive 
the remainder of her promiſe to him,the which ſhe again and again ſwears to him, ſhe with 
perform it with a fſurpluſage and advantage , ſo hs kiſſcth his ſweet hear M 4 RTH 4 
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and avain difpceds himſcit hore : Where he and the reſt ot the ſervants who were fent into the 
tretrs 4 return Montagne no news of their Maſter his Brother : Supper being more than tully 
ready, his long miſling of him, doth at laſt bring him much doubt, and ſome fuſpition and 
fear of his wellare. 1 runs ſtill in his mind, that he may be yer a{lcep in his Chamber; where- 
foxe he aſc:nds thither with Le V ally, and others of his ſervants, who call aloud, and bounoe 
amain at the door , butthey hear no anſwer nor ſpecch of him , the which doth the. more 
augment his doubt, and r<double his tear of his Brother : Ar laft he commands them to force 
nd break open the door, bur it being exceeding thick and ftrong, they cannot. Montagres 
tender care of his Brother , doth by thiscime infinitely increaſe his fear of him , which ar laſt 
ſo powerfully ſurpriſcth him , that he preſently tommands a Ladder to be ere&:d to his Bro. . 
thers Chamber window towards th: Garden , and ſends up one of his Lacquics with a Torch 
to look into the Chamber, the Lacquic forecth opcn the Caſcment, and then thruſt in bis 
Torch firſt , and hishcad after, which he ſp:cdily withdrawing very paſlionatly crycth out: 
Thachis Maſter hath murtheecd himſelf with his Piftoll , and lics there dead all goarcd in his 
blood. Antagne at this lamentable news, tears his hair , weeps , and cries out amain for 
ſorrow thereof, and ſo do all his ſcrvants. Among whom LeV alley is obſerved to be one of 
the moſt, who weeps, and cryes mightyly thereat. Montagne being almoſt as dead with gricf 
and fo;row hereat, as his Brother BeaumÞ2rays was with his wound z he bids the Lacquie to tear 
down the Caſemenr, and to entcr and unlock the door, which he doth : So he with Le Vat- 
ley, and the reſt of the ſervants, aſcend and enter the Chamber , where (to their uncxpreſ(- 
lible grief and ſorrow ) hey ſee this mournfull and murthered perſonage , with the diſcharg- 
ed Pitoll faft in bis hand, and the key of the Chamber dobr on the Table, as hath been al- 
rezdy exprefſ.d. Once Mmtagne thought that his Brother might be robbed and killed by 
Þhicves , bur ſeeing all his Trunks faſt locked, and chen opening his Stufly door, and finding 
. all his Gold, Silver and Jewells there in good order , hejabandons that ſuſpition and Jcalou- 
fic, and then both he and they all believe, thathe hath abſolutely murthered himſclf, The 
report of this Tragical! and ſorrowfull accident ſounds loud through the ſtreets of Chartres , 
Mentagne ſends for the Kings Atqyrney,and the Fiſcal to ſecy8 for Chirurgions to viſit his dead 
Brochers body, they all concurr Alaccc n opinion with Montagne and his ſervants, and fo 
genzcally athem and concludeFThar Beaumarays hath (with his lircle Piftoll) ſhot himſelf in- 
to the back with a brace of Ballers , whereof he died, which is ſweet mafick and melody to 
Le Valley, buc his wormwood and gall comes after, And now Montagne with all requifit 
ord:r , ftatc and decency , ſolemnizeth his Brothers Funerals , and not only all Chartres, but 
all Beauſſe, and all G:ntlemen who knew him , yea, the Biſhop of Chartres , the Marquis of Bet= 
lary , and the the King himſelf much lamented and bewailed the unfortunate loſs of this noble 
and valiant Gentleman. —- 

Th: gricf and ſorrow of Montagne for his Brothers untimely death , is the joy andfelicity of 
LeV alley and Blancheville; for as he triumphs, ſo for her part, ſhe is ſo extreamly delighted 
and raviſh:d with this ſweet news, as at their nexe meeting (which is the very ncxt night) ſhe 
pives him his h 1ndred and fifty Crowns, and becauſe he harh diſpatched his Mafter Beauma- 
rays fo ſpzedily and ſecretly , ſhe therefore takes a Diamond Ring off her finger ( worth one 
hundred crown: and lik-wiſe gives it him: When to make good her oath and promiſe to him 
(as alſo to mak: his pretended joy compleat ) the very fame day moneth after , marricth hinx 
to her maid Martha, But marriages that arc founded and cymented with innocent blood, 
n:ver have proſperous ends. Now is Blaxcheville proud in her revenge for the death of her 
mortall enzmy Beaumaray? , and now likewiſe is Le Valley (in his conceit and mind) rapt up 
into the third Heaven of Joy, in injoying his fair and ſweet wife Martha, and neither of them 
hith the conſcience to think of, or the grace to repent this foul and blocdy fadt of theirs ; 
Which , (when they leaft dream thereof ) we {hall ſee God in his ſacred mercy in Juftice, . 
will ſp:edily deic, revenge and puniſh, as the ſequell thereof will declare and inform us, 

Az the matter and manner of rhe detefion of this lamentable murther of Beaumarays pro- 
ceed:d primarily-from God, ſo it did ſecondly from his ſorrowfull Brother Montague , who 
wanting all other witnefſ:s and evidence (and wholly guided by facred power, and ſwayed by 
divins influence ) was led to it by four remarkable circumſtances and conl{tderations, every way 
worthy of our knowl:dge and rerention. The firſt was his finding and peruſing of Blancheril- 
tes Letter ro his Brothec Beaumarays ( which formerly we have fren ) wherein he obſerved a 
wonderfull d:al of invecerat malice cowards him from her : The ſecond was Le alleys 
G1dd:n marrying of her Chamber-maid Martha, by the which he conceived, thar thar ſuſpt= . 
tion ſtrongly refl :&:d on her, and this on him: The third was from the {ight of the Diamond 
Ring which Le Y alley wore on hii finger (bcing the ſame which we have formerly ſeen Blanche= 
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Book IV- 
ville to give him) for M 


ont agxe bclicving that he had ſtollen it trom his dead Brother, his 
Maſter, he challenged him tor it by order of Law, when Le / alley to clear himſelfof this 
pretended theft , was enforced to enform both him and the: Judges , thar it was given him in 
marriage with his wife , by the Lady Blaxchevile her Miſtreſs, the which confeſſion of his, in- 
deed added much ſuſpition and jcalouſic of them both to the heart and minde of Montagne, 8 
believing that it muſt be ſome cxtraozdinary tye and ſervice, v hich ſhould make Le V alley ca» 
pable to deſerve ſo great a bounty and reward of her. But the fourth and laſt conſideration wa 
far more powerfull and prevallent with him, than all the three forn:er , to ground his ſuſpi- 
cion againft Le Valley for thus murthering of his Brother, and wherein the Reader may de. 
ſervedly admire and wonder at the celeſtiall providence and juſtice of God, which moſt miira- 
culouſly and divincly appears berein ; forthe fame day two moneths atr-r the murther of Beau. 
marays » and the fame day moneth tht LE VALLET marricd his wife 
Martha, it plcaſed the Lord ( in his ſecret pleafure and juftice ) 10 ferd him a Gangreen 
in his Right Hand , which beginning to cxtend and ſpread , his Chyrurgions , to 
ſave his life, adviſed his ſaid hand to be ſpeedily cut off , which was accordingly per- 


formed. 


This C:ddenly cutting off Le Valleyes right hand by advice of his Chyrurgions, brings ter- 
rour to him, fear to Blanch eville, and aftoniſhment and admiration ro Moxtagne, who ( led 
by the immediate ſpirir and finger of God ) doth now confidently believe, that it was that 
hand of his which piſtoll:d his Brother to death, and that it might be' rather probable than 
impoflibl:, that Blancheville might be the Authour, and he the actor of this cruell murther, 
Wherefore grounding this his ſttong ſuſpicion upon the piety and innocency of his Brothers life 
and difpotition, as alſo on his own four former premifed ſerious confiderations and circum- 
ſtances , he neither can nor will take any contrary Law or peace of his thoughts ;z But goes to 
the Seneſhell, and Kings Attorncy of that City, and accufeth Le Valley to be the murtherer of * 
his Brother Beaumarays. | 


The wife and prudent Judges, advertiſed the Prefidiall Court thereof likewiſc : 
So they preſently cauſed him to be wo imggiſoned for the fame; 
they charge him with this cruc]]l murther beaerſon of Bis Maficr , but 
he ftourly deniesit with many fearfull Oaths aud imprecarigaghl his crime being greater 
than his Apologic, they adjudge him to the rack, where Ih the mIddeft of his tortures , God 
ſo dcals with his heart and prevailes with his ſoul, that he confefſeth , ie was he who murthe» 
red his Maſter Beaumarays with a Piftoll charged with a brace of Bullets , and that he was hired 
to perform it by the Lady Blancheville,who gave him three hundred crowns in Gold,and a Dia- 
mond Ring to cffc& and finjſhit. At the ralation and confeſſion whereof Montagne and the 
Judges, exceedingly admiraand wonder, and being by them again demanded if his wife Mar- 
tha were not likewiſe accefſary with them in this murther he freely and conftantly told them 


that ſh: wasnot, and that he would take it to his death, that ſhe was every way as 


innocent, as himſclf and BLANCHEVIL LEE her Miſtiris Were guilty 
thereof, 


The Judges of this Court ſpeedily ſend Serjeants away to apprehend Blaxcheville, who is ſo 
far from the apprehenfion or fear of any danger, as ſhe dreams not thereof: They find her in 
hcr own houſe playing on her Lute , and finging in company of many Gentlemen , and Gentle- 
women her friends: The Scrjcants ſeize on her and tells her her accuſation and crime, whercat 
(he is amazed and weeps exceedingly , and no leſs do thoſe who are with her : She is brought 
before her Judges , who ſtrongly accuſe her for being the Author of this cruell murther 0 


f 
Beaumarays , and acquaint her with LeV/ alleys full and free confeſſion thereof, aswe have for- 
merly underſtood : 


hen here ſometime with rears , and then again with paſſion and choller, * 
the tells the Judges, that LE VALLEY YT is a Devill and a villain thus to; 
accuſe her falſcly : That ſhe never gave him a Ring , or three hundred Crowns't#® 


ref” 
do pF. and takes God to witneſs that ſhe is not guilty but wholly innocent of that * 
murther. 

But this poore and paſſionate Apologie of hers, will not paſſe current with her Lyn" 
cee-cyed Judges , who cauſe her to be confromed wih LE VALLE T, who 
ſtands firm to his former accuſation againſt her, and yet her faith is ſoweak with God z 
and fo firong with Satan , as wich many crycs and curſes , ſhe again and again crycs out 
and protefteth of her Innocency : They produce her Ring , - and part of her Gold, but 
{h: boldly denies and ſtoutly forſwears both 3 So they preſently adjudge her to the 
Rack , whereto' with much conſtancy ſhe permits her ſelf co be fefincd : But at the very fit 
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couch and wrench theceof, herdainty delicate limbs not able to brook thoſe exquilite tormente, 
God was pleaſed to be fo gracious and mercifull co her ſoul, as ſhe preſently (with many tears) 
cries out that ſhe was the guilty Authour of this horrible murther, 8 ſo in all points & circum- 
ſtances concurres and agrees with Le Valleyes } depoſition and accuſation again her: 
Mere her Judges again demand of her it her Majd Afarths were never acceflary or * 
conſenting with her and Le Ylley, in this their bloody fa& , but ſhe vowes to them, that 
upon the perill of her Soul, ſhe was abſolutely ignorant thereof, ſo herupon this our in- 
hamane - Lzdy Blancbeville is again looſed from her Rack , aud brought away to the 
Tribunall of Juſtice, and fo likewiſe is Le Valley , where Alontagne and the Kings Ac- 
tourncy preſently crave judgement of the Prefidents againſt theſe two Murtherers , 
who ater a long and a religious ipeech which they made , both to them and to all who were 
ſent upon this bloody fa aud crime of theirs : They conclude and adjudge Le 
Falley,the very next day to be broken on the wheele alive, and Blanchevile then likewiſe. ' 
tobe hanged, which gave matter of Univerſall ſpeech and admiration to all Chartres and 


Beawſſe. 

we have ſcen the perpztration and deteRion of this inhumane and lamentable 
mureker > committed by theſe ewo unfortunate Wretches Le Valley and Blanchevilk : 
And now ( by the mercy and' Juftice of God |) we are come to fee the triumphs of his 
Revenge to kght againſt them in ther condign? puniſhments for -the ſame. . They by 
their Judges are that afternoon returned again to their priſons , and the ' ſame 
night are there effeually deale wich by Divines, who ( out of Chriſtian Charity ) 
dicet and prepare their ſoules for Heaven, So the next morning about ten of the 
clock they arc brought to che common place of Execution in Chartres, where a world 
of people attend to be SpeQarors of theſe their unfortunate ends and deploreable 
Tragedies : And firſt Le Valley aſcends the Scaffold,who is ſad and penſive,and ſayes little 
elſe in effe& bat this, that ic was partly Bancheviller gold , but chiefly his love to ber Maid, 
his Wife 2ſzrth52 who firſt drew him to maurther his deer Mater Beaumaryes whereof he affirm- 
« he was now heartily repentant and ſorrowfull,%and beſought the Lord to pardon him ; He 
here cook it to_ his death chat his ſaid Wife Adartbs was every way innocent of this mur- 
ther , and therefore beſeeched Adonſiewr Montagne , to be good and charitable to 
ber after his deach , whom he likewiſe prayed to forgive him , whey uttering a few Ave 
MARE to him felt, and ofcen Lune tag himſelf with the fign of the Crofle: 
He was by his Executioner preſently broken on the Wheel > whereot he immedately 
dyed. 

3 Valley was no ſooner diſpatched , butupcomes our Female monſter Blancheville on the 
Ladder, whoſe youth and beauty drew pity from the hearts, andtears from the eyes of moſt 
ofher SpeRators : in her countenance ſhe was very ſad and mouratull , and yet Lam enforced 
to confeſſe t his truth of her , (that in che Iaft Scene and aR of her life) her Pride and Vanity 
ſo far uſurped on her judgement, her piety, and her foul, thar ſhe came here to take her laſt 
leave of the world,apparelled in a rich black razed fattin gown , a crimſon damask Petti-coate 
laid with white ſattin guards, a rich cutwork falling band,her hair all ftrewed with ſweet 
powder, decked with white ribban Knots and Roſes, and a ſnow white pair of gloves on her 
hands,ſo ſhe there craves leave of the people to ſpeak a few words befere ſhe dies, which with a 
well compoſed counten+.nce, and behaviour , ſheddoth in theſe tearmes. 

She ſaid that her dear and tender affeRion ro her Husband Champigni occaſioned her deadly 
hatred and 'malice to Beaumaries, and that as ſoon as ſhe had {lain him in the field , ſhe.in 
Þ revenge the-eof inftantly reſolved and vowed to ſend him to heaven after him : ſhe affirmed 
that ſhe was now ſorrowfull from her heart and foul, that ſhe had cauſed Le Y alley to kill this 
his Mafter , alſo that ſije was ſo unfortunate'and miſerable, as now to fee him die for her ſake 
and ſervice, in requital} whereof ſhe gaveall her apparell, and ſome of her Plate and Jewels to 
her old Maid, now his (new Wife Martha , whom ſhe affirmed in prefence of God and his 
Angels, was no way guilty or conſeating co this lamentable murther, which ſhe beſeeched 
F the Lord to pardon andi forgive her, ſhe likewiſe beſought Afontagne and Marths to forgive 
her, and entreared all who were preſent to pray to God for her ſoul , ſhe conjured all Ladyes 
ind Gentlewomen who were ſorrowful eye-witnefſes of her untimely death, to beware by 
ber unforcunate eximple, and fo to hate Malice and revenge in themſelves as much 2s the loved 
t:When again praying all her ſpeQutors to pray to God for hier, ſhe after a few Pater-nofters , 
 FudAye-Marics was turned over. 
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__ Andthus) was this lamentable, and yet deſerved death of theſe rwo bloody wretches Ly 
V alley and Blancheville, and in this ſharp manner, did God juftly revenge and puniſh this their 
horrible crime of murther : Whoſe untimely and unfortunat deaths lefc much griefto their 


living Parents and friends, and generally to all who cither ſaw or knew them. May we 
read this their Hiſtory, firſt to the honour of God, and then to our own Inftrutt- 
on and Reformation : That the fight and remembrance of theſe their 
* * puniſhmentsmaydeterr us from the impicty and inhumanity 
| th of pexpctrating thelike bloudy crimes, 
AMEN. 
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HISTORY XX. 


| % | 

Lorenzo murthereth his wife Fermaia 3 He ſome twenty years after ( as alt ethoy unknown) robe 

beth bis ( and her) Son Thomaſo, who likewiſe (0t knowing Lorenzo tobe bis F ather ) doth ac« 
cuſe him for that robbery, for which he is hanged. gf Fu) : 


Tx who(by the pernitious niligeion , and fatall cemptation ofSatan ) do wilfully im 
bruc their hands in innocent bloude and ſo make themſelves guilty of murther, are no 
longer men, but have prodigioufly-mctamorphoſed themſelves into the nature andquality of 
D:vills. And as after this their crime, they are worthy ofall true Chriftians deteftation , ſo 
moſt commonly ( without Gods ſaving grace and mercy ) their hearts arc ſo obdurated with 
impenitency of ſecurity , and their ſouls ſearcd up andabandoned to all kinds of atheiſticall 
prophaneneſs and impiety, that they are ſo far from thinking of God, as they believe there in 
no God, and ſo far from fearing of his Judgments and puniſhments , as they are deſperatly con» 
dent they have not deſerved any : But betauſe their hearts and ations are as tranſparent to 
Gods cycs and knowledge , as Gods decrecs,and reſolutions arc javiſible to theirs, theretorc (de- 
ſpighe this their blindneſs and the Devills malice & ſubtilcy to obſcure 8 conceal it) this world 
will afford them no true peace,nor this life produce them any perfeR tranquillity. 'Burt where» 
ſoever they-go or live , their guilty thoughts and cons as fo many hellih bloud-hounds 
will inceflantly purſue and fol 

ſry, and contuſion for the ſame : which this ſubſequent Hiftofy will verifie and make good to 
u, ina wretched and cx:crablc perfongge, whom it mournfully preſents wen iew and con» 
lideration. Let us read it in the fear of God, that we may 'weigh that benefit by ic which be» 
coms good Chriftians to make. | FI DER 
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ods Revenge againſt eM urther I | Book Va || 


Ic is notthe meanneſſe of the perſonages, but the greatneffe and cminency of Gods Judge- 
ments, which hath prevailed wich me to give this Hiſtory a place among my others : 
The which to draw from the head ſpring , and original , we muſt underfland , 
thatin TT AL Ts (the Garden of Earop , as Europ is that of the whole world) 
and inthe City of Genova, ( ſeated upon rhe Medicerranean Sea , which the Italians 
for the ſumptuouſnefſe and ftatelineſſe of her” buildingr, , doe juſtly file and enticle, 
proud Genovs ) near to the Arſenal upon the Key, there dwelt ( of late years ) a proper 
tall Young man , of a coale black haire , ſome twenty five years old , named Andrea 
Lorenzo, who by his Trade was a Baker, and was now become Mafter of his profeſſion, 
.and kept both his Oven and Shop for himſelf ; wherein he was fo induſtrious and provi- 
dent, that in a ſhort time he became one of the prime Bakers of that City, and wrought 
to many Ships and: Galleyes of chis Eſtate and Seignory : He in few years grew rich, 
was proffered many wives, of the Daughters of many wealthy Bakers and other Artificers of 
Gmova , but he was till covetous, and fo additedto the world, as he could fancy none, 
nor asyet be reſolved or perſwaded to ſeek any Maid or Widdow in Marriage , fith 
he knew it to be one of the greateſt and moſt important aQions of our life, and which infallib. 
ly draws withit , cither our chiefeſt carthly gone” 6 miſery. 

But as marriages arc made in Heaven, before conſummated on earth 3 So Lorexzo going on a 
time to the City of Savona, which (both by Sca and Land ) is ſome twenty little miles from 
Genova, and heretofore was a free City and Eftate of it ſelf, but now ſwallowed up in the 
power and opulcncie of that of Genove , he there {cll inlove with a rich Vintners Daughter, 
her Father named Fuan Baptiſta Moron, and ſhee Fermia Moron , who was a lovely and beau- 
eifull young Maiden, of ſome cightcen years of age, being tall and ſlender , of a pale complexi» 
on, and a Poe ycllow hair , but onnegy vertuous and religious, and endowed with Mas 
ny ſweet qualiti Ithough ſhe were ſought in marriage by divers rich 


——_—. 


ities and perfe&tions; who a 
young men, of very good familics of that City , with the worſt of whom ( either for eſtate or 
extra&tion ) Loreazo might no way compare , yet ſhe could fancy none but him, and he above 
all che men of the world ſh: (ſecrerly in her heart and mind) defired might be her Husband, 
Lorenzo,(with order and diſcretion) ſeeks Fermia in marriage of her Father Moron, who is 
too ſtrong of purſe, and too high of humour to match his Daughter to a Baker , or to any 0- 
ther of a mechanicall profeſſion, and fo gives him a flat and peremptory deniall. But Lorenzo 
finds his Daughter more courteous and kind to his defares , for ſhe being as deeply enamoured of 
his perſonage , as he was of her beauty and vertucs, after a journcy or two which he had made 
to herat Savona , ſhe conſents and yeelds to him tobe his wife , conditionally that h$.can ob- 
tain her Fathers good will thereunto , but not otherwiſe 3 which Lorenzo yet feared and doubt- 
ed would prove a difficult gask for hin» to compaſs and procure ; for her Father knowing Fer- 
mia to.be his own and only child and Daughter , andthat her beauty and vertuous education; 
together with the conſideration of his own wealth and eſtate, made her cvery way: capable of a 
farr better Husband than Loreezo, Azalſo that his Daughter in reaſon and Religion , and by 
the Laws of Heaven and Earth, was bound to yeeld him all duty and obedience(becauſe ofhim 

| fhchad formerly reecived both life and being ) therefore he was reſolute that Lorenzo ſhould 
not have his Daughter to wife, neither would he ever hearken to accept, or conſent to take him # 

, for his Son in Law. 
Lorenzo having thus obtained the heart and purchaſed the affc&ion of his ſweet and dear 
Fermia, he now (out of his fervent defire and zcal toſee her made his wife , and himſelf her 
Husband } makes it both his ambition and arc (accordingto her order ) to draw her Father 
Moros to conſent thereunto , whereig the more importunate humble, and durifull he (both by 
himſfclf and fricnds ) is to Moron, the more imperious , averſe, and obſtinate is he to Lorexz% 
as diſdaining any farther to hear of this his ſutc and maxion. for his Daughter. But Lorenzo 
loves the Daughter too tenderly and dearly thus to be put off with with the firſt repulſe and de- 
niall of her Father , and fo (notwitRanding ) he again perſevereth in his ſute towards him, 
with c<quall humility and reſolution : He requeſteth his conſent to their affeftions with prayers 
and his Daughtcr Fermia (having @rmerly acquainted her Father with her dear and invio= 
| lableloveto Lorenzo) ſhe now prayes him thereto with tears : Bui(as one who had wholl 
wedded himſelf to the fingularicy of his own reſolution and pleaſurcYhe again proudly reful- 
eth him with difdain,and peremptorily reje&eth her with choller and indignation , and ſoſc- 
cretly vows to himſclf, and publiquely ſwears to them , that he will firſt die, and ſalute his 
= « Grave, before-ever he will permit him to marry his Daughter. Which unkind anſwer and 

Ws - thundring reſoluton of his , proves the extreme grief of his Daughter Fermia, and infinite 
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Hiſt. XX Lorenzo and Permia. 


* xime yea, and to make a vertue of neceſſity , by ſeparating their bodies, but not their hearts and 


BREASP 


—_ 


em 


afflifion and ſorrow of her Lover Lorenzo , who hereupon are enforced: to bear up with the 


affections. So he returns to Genova, and ſhe lives and remains with her Father in Savena, ha- 
ving no other comfort left them intheir abſence , but hope , nor no other conſolation , birt 
ſometimes to viſit cach other with their Letters , which they do. | 
Old Morennow finds his young Daughter Fermia, far more penfive, reſerved and ſorrowfull 
than heretofore, and therefore although he grieve to ſee her affe&tion intangled with this Ba- 
ker Lorenzo, yet he rejoyceth to ſee, that he comes to Savona, as alſo to underſtand that his 
Daughter hath no way ingaged her ſelf to him in promiſe of marriage, but with the condition 
of bis free will and conſent thereto , which as heretofore, ſo now again, he deeply ſwears , be 
will never be drawn or perſwaded to grant, And the ſooner and better eternally and fully to 
daſh theſe their irregular Toves and affe&ions, he thinks it fit for him to provide , ard requifite 
co preſent his Daughter with another Husband : To which end he gives her the choyce of two 
or three proper young men, and of very good familics in Savona, but ſhe will havenone of 
them, for her aff<Cion is ſo deeply fixed, and confantly ſerled on Lorenzo , that fay her Father 
what he will, or do he or they what they can, he can hardly draw her to fee , much leſs ro 
ſpeak with any one of them : Whereat he ca)ls her fooliſh Gigglet, and fond Girle, and ſwears 
that he will wholly renounce her for his Daughter, and abſolutely diſ-inherit her , and leave 
her a begger , if ſhe marry Lorenzo, and then and there flies from her in rage and choller, and 
lcaves her to her ſclf,to cntertain her diſonfolate & ſad thoughts,with aworld of fighs & tears. 
As for the Letters which paſs from Genova to Savona, and thar are alſo returned from Savo= 
na to Genova, between theſe our two Lovers, Lorenzo and Fermia, deeming them impertinent 
to this their Hiſtory, 1 have therefore purpoſely excluded, and for order and brevitics fake 0» 
mitted them : The which entertained their time, and took up their affc&ions and paticnce ſo 
long , that three years arenow paſt and blown over, fince they firſt ſaw cach other , and fince 
Lorenzo firſt motioned Aron for his conſent to marry his Daughter, during all which tong 
trat of time, which to thofe our two young Lovers ſcemed at Ieaft ſo many ages 3 The Rea» 


_ deris praycd to underſtand and take notice, that Lorenzo hath made five or fix journeys from 


Genova to Savna, to ſec his Fermia, and hath importunatly requefted her Father Moros for his 
conſent , and that at leaſt many times ſhe likewiſe hath imploycd all her Parents and friends to- 
wards him , yca, and hath been more often on her bended knees to him to beg it, but all theſe 
their requeſts and ſolicitations towards him prove vain. 


When Lorenzoar laſt conſidering and remembring , that he had uſed all the lawfull means 


" he coald pelibly invent, and Fermia all her beſt indeavours and inventions which lay on her 


mortall power to draw her father Moroy: to their defires and wiſhes of marriage,and that neither 
they, nor all the world , could prevaile with himyhe thinks it now high time (as well for the ſer> 
ling of his fortuncs and trade, as alfo for the confirmation of his hearts content) to lay cloſe 
fticge to his Fermia, that (notwithſtanding her Fathers refufall }) ſhe would conſent and yeeld 
to marry him, and ſo very ſecctly by night to leave him and Savena , and to come live and die 
with himfelfe in Gexova, telling her , that although hc had never a Duckaton of marriage mony 
wich her from her Father , yet that God had given him eſtate and mcans cnough to maintaine 
her and his family, in full and plentifull proſperity, and that he would be a thouſand times 
more tender and carefall of her than of his own life. Thus with a world of ſweet words and 
ſugrcd promiſes and perſwafions, this (wect and fair young maiden (contrary to her former 
wholſom, vertuous and obedient reſolutions ) is at laſt, drawn and tempted away by him,now 
to prove diſobcdicnt to her Father, yea, and to forſake and flic away both from his houſe and 
himſelf. So Lorenzo having to that end ſecretly provided himſelf of a fine ſmall Frigor, of foure 
Oars on cach fide, he therewich comes by night into the key of Savenay (which the policy of 


| the Genouefſes, have dammed up, and made uncapable of ſhips of burthenthat thereby all the 


trade and commerce by Sca, may arrive to their own capitall City where giving notice to Fer- 
mie of his being there, ſhe in the dead time ofthe night, when her Farhcr and his ſevants were 
faft a {l:ep , and all things being huſh:d up in filence, ſeemed to wp 26h to her raſh and incon- 
liderate eſcape, ſhe by the Garden door, iffiied forth to Lorenzo, who there received her withi 
much joy, and many kiſſes, and ſo conduQts her to the Frigot , where the wind proving very 
fair, they hoyſe up ail, and carly the next morning at Genovaz where Lorenzo conducts her to 
Saint Saviours Church, and there very ſecretly cſpouſerh and marries her, Bur , O Fermzay 
bow I pity thy yourh and beauty , thinc innocency and indiſcretion, thy few years , andjmatiy 
vertues, thy affc&ion and misfortune, and thine ignorance and creduliry , ſo raſhly and difo- 

iently to flic from Savors to Genova, and to take away thy (clf from thy Father, purpoſely 
to give thy (elf in marriage to Lorenzo, for which indiſcrect and diſobedient fat of thine » it is 


| hotunpoſlible for thee to ſee this enſuing poſition verified and confirmed in thy ſelf, That there 


# nothing ſo eaſie in young people as to commit errours, nor ſo difficalt as to repnir them, =2 
| | Cc 3 Wh 
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a Gods Revenge againſt «M urtber.. 


Whiles thus our young married couple celebrate their nuptialls in Genova with delight and 
joy , old M-ron the Father, gricves and ſtorms thereat in Sar9ne, tor the ſudden flight of hiy 
Daughter : When fearing and belicving that Lorexzo had ſtollen her away , he ſecretly makey 


enquiry thereof at his houſe of Genova, from whence he hath perſc& notice, that ſhe is there, 


and married to him, whereat he paſſionatly converts his grief into choller, both againſt her and 
him, and (in regard of this their diſgrace and diſhonour offcred him)moſt conſtantly vows to 
himſelf, and to all who are ncer hinz, that they ſhall never touch nor enjoy the vallew of one 
Dackaton of all his Eſtate and wealth , as long as he or they live, and that he will not once ſend 
after them, nor ever hereafter ſcethem, which ſharp vow and bitter ſentence againſt our Lorenze 
and Fermia, we {hill be enforced to ſee him too carefully to keep , and too ſeverely and pufty- 
ally to perform. 

Some ten daics after this marriage of Lorenzo and Fermia , when their wedding joyes and 
pl-aſures had given them ſome truce and time to conſider of their worldly affairs, becauſe they 
know and repute it folly , to think to be able wholly tolive by love, Lorexzs conſidering the 
injury and diſgrace w hich he had offcred his Father in Law Moron in this ation, and there- 
fore very d: firous yet now again to ſeek his conſent and good will to this their marriage, that 
thereby he may participate and (hare of ſome part of his wealth, he determincth ſhortly to ride 
overto Savors to him, and with his beft reſpects ard duty to comply and labour with him for a 
reconciliation 3 and yet nevertheleſs, he thinks ir very fit , and holds ic moſt expedient, thar 
his wife in the mean time, ſhould firſt cx-uſe herſelf to her Father by her Letter, the which ſhe 


doth in theſe terms. 
FERMIA to MOR ON. 


Lthough the cauſe and manner of my departure from you & from your houſe make mee more 
worthy of yourindignation than of your pardongzet when you ſhall pleaſe to remember thar yon are 
my Father , and my ſelf your only child & Daughter, & that God his holy Church hath of Lorenzo 
my friend, now made him my Husbandgand alſo that for the term of three whol years,I with tears aud 
prayers , came many times proſtrate to you on my bended knees to obt ain your conſent thereunto,then 1 
hope you will at leaſt excuſe, if not wholly forget and pardon this error of mine: Or of theſe reaſons 
be not powerfull enough to intercede with your diſpleaſure, I moſt humbly beſeech you further to confi- 
der , that herein I have neither blemifhed nor diſgraced yeur reputation with any point of diſkonour; 
For as I came to my Husbands bed a pureVairgin, ſ6 I will live and dio with him a chaſt wife; and 
that as this clandeſtine flight and marriage of mine was the firſt , ſo it ſhall be the laſt alt of my diſo- 
bedience towards you. Some ſmall portion of your wealth at our firft beginning, will do my Husband 
and ſelf a great deal of good in our trade,but this I leave,as at your confideration, ſo to your pleaſurez 
Only in all bumility and duty( as low as the earth or lower if I could) T defire your bleſſing to me, 
and implire your prayers ts God for me, the which in religion you cannot,and in natire I hope you will 
not deny me. My Husband will ſhortly ſecond this Letter of mine to you with his preſence, and will 
then commit that task to his tongue, which T have now obediently impoſed and commanded to my peu: 
my prayers and hopes, and his promiſes and vertues do. aſſure me, that(in his reſpefs and ſervice to 
you ) you ſhall ever find him to be as much your ſervant as your ſon in Law. God ever proſper your 
age with health, aud bleſs your kealth with proſperity. FERMIA. 

. Moron received this [.-tter in Savona, ang underſtanding by the Meſſenger who brought it, 
that it came from his Daughter Fermia, from Genova, he was at firſt in ſucha fret and fume of 
choller th:reat, as he once thought to have thrown it into the fire, without vouchſafcing to 
read it : Bur after he had made three or foure turns in his Parlour, and fo ſomewhat abatcd che 
viol-nce ot his pifſion and choller , he then procures ſo much time from his pleaſure, and fo 
m1ch patience from himſelf , as he breaks up the ſeals thereof, and peruſerh it, the which 
is ſoon as he had p rformed , he in preſence of the meſi:nger who brought it, tears the Letter 
in pieces, and then (all enraged with choller ):hrows it into the fire, when again turning him- 
felf to him, he bad him «ell che Gigglet bis Daughter, That her carriage had been ſo baſe , diſo- 
b.dient, and ingratefull to him, that be diſdained to return her any anſwer to her Letter , and was 
very ſorry that hs had ſo much deſcended from himſelfyas to have received and read it : When with- 
oO: t 01 c:cnquiring of him how his Daughter did , yea , withour giving the Meſſenger any re- 
ward, or which is leſ*, without making him drink, he haſtily and chollerickly flings from him, 
and will no more (ce or ſpeak with himz who returning to Genova, and reporting to Lorenz 
and his wife what cold entertainmzne his Letter and bimfſclſhad of her Father Moron in $4av0- 
1a; ſh: grieves and ſtorms thereat publiquely, and he privatly , and at their firſt relation and 


knowledge of this her Fathers unkindneſs in anſwering her Letter with filence, they look cach, 


on other with their countenances compoſed, partly of diſcontent,and partly of ſorrow, and for 


her part, {h2 cannor refrain from tears, tiil at laſt, her Husband Lorexzo fteps ro her , when (a8 


much to diflipate her grief,and to diſſemble his own)he gives her many ſmiles, .avd comforts 
ber with theſe ſpecchee, | That 
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That according to her promiſe (in her Leiter) to her Father,he will the nexc week go over 
rhim, and then will bear himſelf fo reſpeftively cowards him, thar he hopes his preſence 
(hall purchaſe his Aﬀ: Aion, which her Letter could nor , ſo (he hereat remaincs better Gatisfied 
han her Huband contented with thisharſh carriage, and unkind reſolution of their father to- 
wards him. | 

Now ſome cight daies after, Lorenzo rides over to Sawinas (handſomely clad, and rather 
above than below his quality ) and putting up his horſe in an Inn, he a lictle before ſupper 
time, goes to his father in Law, Morons houſe, where inquiring of his ſervants for him, they 
tell him he is above in his Chamber , when defirous ro fee and ſpeak wich him, one of them 
feps upto him, and informes him thercof 3 Whercat Moron farting up, as if hc had been ſud- 
denly awaked out of a dream, heat thefirſt mention and name of Lorexzo, but eſpecially bf 
that of his Son in Law Lorenzo, bolts himſelf faſt in kis chamber, and then calling up his 
ſervants to him, he flarly chargeth them to deny his being withinz'o Lorexzo , and as ſoon as 
he is gone forth, to (hut the doores againft him, and at any hand , not to admit him into his 
houſe , for that his pleaſure and reſolution is neither to ſec nor ſpeak with [him. Lorenzo bites 
the lip at this baffle of his ſervants, firſt, to ſay their Maſter , his Father if law was within,and 
then in one breath to contradict and deny it. When for that time he holds it diſcretion to de- 
part, goes to his Hoſtary( or Inne_)to Supper, and returns thicher again ſpeedily after, but finds 
the ſame anſwer. So then fearing the truth, that his Father in law was ( infallibly ) within, 
and yet would not be within, he returns to his lodging, and in much choller , betakes himſelf 
to his bed, but this diſcourtcſie of his Father in law will not permit him any ſound reft4but on- 
ly affords him many broken diſcontented flumbers. The next morning, very carly, he returns 
hither again , to ſee and ſpeak with him , but the firſt proved the Jaſt anſwer ot his ſervants, 
whereat Lorenzo( all nettled with choller and anger):akes horſe, and rides away for Genova. 

Allow we him by this time returned to Gezove, where he traly and fully relatesto his wife 
Fermiay the diſcourtefic of her father towards him, from point to point, as we have formerly 
underſtood , which (poor ſweet ſoul ):xceedingly grieves ker heart , and infinitly perplexeth 
her mind and thoughts, but how to remedy it , ſhe knows not; for as ſhe knows, ſh: (by her 
diſob:dient flight and marriage againſt her fathers conſent) hath commirteda great fault to- 
wards him, ſo now ſhe ſees, that (of neceſſity ) ſhe muſt own and make the beſt of it: When 
he comforting his wife with encouragment, and ſhe reciprocally encouraging him with com« 
forr, they refer the iſſue of this their fathers pleaſure or diſpl:aſure unto God ; but yet rather 
hoping than defpairing , that a little time will make him more trattable and fl:xible to their 
d:fres, they ey away their time merrily and ſweetly cogether, he proving a courtcous and lo- 
ving Husband to her, and ſhe a'kind and dutifull wite to him. He cxceeding provident to gee 
and thrive by his trade, and ſhe is carefull in her houſe and family , to ſave what ke gets , and 
thus in ſix moneths after , they neither go nor ſend to their father , thinking and hoping , har 
although it be unlikely, yet it is not impoſſible but that hereafter of his own free accord and 
good diſpofirion and nature, he may ſhortly exchange his diſpleaſure into courteſie , and his 
malic: into aff:&ion towards them : bur as yet, they (till finde the contrary , for inall this time, 
he never ſends to chem, nor ſo much as once hearkens after them. 

Art the end of fix moneths Loreazo praycs his wife Fermia to ride over to Savena to ſee what 
alteration this long time hath wrought in her fathers aff. ion, and ſo recommends her por= 
tion from him, to her care and remembrance , but reſolves not to write to him becauſe of his 
unkindneſs to him at his laſt being at Faro, Fermia (more in obedience to her H.f- 
band, than out of h:r own willingneſs or defire) accepts of this journey, bur till ſhe fears thae 
ſhe ſhall find her father to be one and the ſame man in his diſconrent and diſpleaſure againſt 
them. Bur yet in regard ſhe is his own fl ſh and blood , his only chi!d, and therefore # great 
part of himſelf,ſh: yer flatters h:rſclf wich chis hope,that he cannot be ſo unnatural to her, as he 
was unkind to her Hasband. She comes to Savona, bur look what entertainment her Husband 
Lorenxo found from her.facher , the ſame in all reſpects and points doth ſh:, and no otherwiſe : 
For he will neither ſpeak with her , nonor (ce, nor permic her, cirher to lic, car, or drink In his 
houſe, but moſt uncourtcouſly and unnaturally cauſcth his doors to be taft (hut againſt her 3 yea, 
and to adcruclty to his unkindnefs, he is extream angry with his ſervants, tor daring to admir 
her to ſpeak with himgand with her Aunt Alcyna(his own fiſter)for receiving and lodging her. 

Our ſweet Fermia the Da ighrer is cxtreamly perplexed, affliftcd , and grieved at this her fa- 
thers bitter unkindneſs and cruclry towards her,the which ſh: ſeals with many fighs, and: con-= 
firmes with Infinite Rivol-ts of tears which trickle down her beautifull cheeks as fo many pear» 
lcd drops of dew on bluſhing and fragrant damask Roſes : When aga n :mploying her atore» 
faid Aunt Alcyne,and likew ife intreating farh:r Bernardin de Monteher fachers own ghoſtly fa- 
ther , ro perſwadz him in her behalf, which they do. Bur ar laſt , ſeeing rhe requeſts 
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Book I'V; 
then as ſhe came to Genova to Savonagwith ſome hope and joy;ſo {he is again conſtrained tore. 
urn from Savone to Genova, with infinit grief and deſpair z Where from poynt to poynt {be. 
ewixt Anger and Tearcs ) ſhe relates to her Husband Lorenzo , the unnaturall diſcourtelie 
which her Father had offered her : Whereat as before, ſo now he againe diflcmbleth 
his diſcontent thereof , and with many ſweet Speeches, and ſome few Kiſler, ſeckes tg 
comfort and pacific her : But Kill the "remembrance hereof , fticks deep in her ming , 
and yet far dceper in his thoughts, for the knowledge of his Father in Law Moron 
diſcourtefic firſt offered to himſelf , and now to his Wife in Savona , being known and 
reported to many of his Neighbours and Friends in Genova, they fcoffe and taunt ar hig 
fooliſh Ambition, in Marrying and Stcaling away his Wife, and in all Companies which 
he frequenteth, they give him this quip , that he had done far wiſer to have Married 
a poor Trades Mans Daughter in Genova with a ſmall portion , than a rich Vintners in 
Savona with nothing : Which fooliſh and malicious ſpeech of theirs , falls not fo cafi. 
ly from his Mcmory as from their Tongues, but leaves an impreſſion therein, for from 
henceforth Lorenzo of a Wiſe man, proves himſelf a Fool , of an honcft man a Knaye, 
and ſo of a good Chriftian to God, an extrcam bad Husband both to his Wiſc and him. 
ſelf : For now ſeeing the mountaincs of his hopes of a Rich Wife turned to mokhi 
and they to nothing through his Fathers diſpleaſure and unkindnefſe to them, he lookes not on 
his Wife with ſo kind and reſpe&ive an cye as heretofore , although poor harmlefſe young wo- 
man,ſhe knowes far better to lament & grieve, than how to remedy her age, cruelty towardy 
them : Bur this is but the beginning ot his ingratitude and her unfortunacy , for before a whole 

car be paſt ſince their Marriage, her Husband fo far forgets his Jove to his Wite, his regard 9 
imſelf and his reputation and credit to the world, as he firſt begins to ſlight her , and then to 
negle& both himſelf and his profeſſion : And here now it is , that idlenefſe begins firſt to enter 
into his Hands, Vice into his Hcart, and Sin into his Soul 3 and herc it is, that he firſt fall 
| Into bad courſes, and wicked Company, from whence in the end (1 fear) will proceed nothing 
but ſhame, repentance, miſery and confufion of all ſides, : 

He who formerly prayed often with his Wife and Faw ily in his honſe, and wasa devout and 
religious frequenter of his Church, now he is ſodangerouſly-fled from God , and fo deſperate- 
ly following of the D:vill, as he ſcornes the Church, and will ncicher pray himſelf at home 
with his Wife, nor (which is worſe) permit or ſuffer her to.do ic at home with her Family : 
H: hath forgotten her dear aff:&ion and conftancy to him, & how ſhe hath incurred her Father 
indignation for making him her Husband, and her ſelf his Wife : He hath forgotten his former 
oathes and promilcs of his tender aff<&ion and conftant love to her, and how that in life and 
death he would live and dic more hers than his own ; He hath forgotten how for his ſake , and 
ſor the fervent love ſhe bore him, thatſhe forſook divers rich young men of Savona , who were 
every way his Superiours in Birth, Wealth, and Profeſſion : Or clfe if he did remember ir, he 
would not thus ſlight her by day, or lic from her by night in lewd and laſcivious Company , 
ſpending both his time, his meancs, and himſelf, upon Panders, Bawds and Strumpets; from 
which ungodly life and finfull converſation, neither her prayers, intreatics, requeſts, perſwatlt- 
ons, {ighcs or tears can poſlibly reclaim him ; but he lets all things run at randome and contuſion 
without order, tarc, or conſideration, ſo that within the compaſſe of one whole year anda 
half, his Trade is negle&ed, his Credit crackt,his Reputation loſt,hjs ERate ſpent, and nothing 
left, either to maintain himſelf, or relieve her, bur Gricf, Sorrow, Deſpair, and Miſery. She 
ſets all his bcit friends, and moſt vertuous acquaintance to convert him from this his abomt- 
nabl- lifc, yea , ſhe holds it more ſhame than {tn,to acquaint his Confeffor therewith, who taki 
a fit time, dcales roundly with him for his Reformation, and failes not to paint our his fins 
vices, as alſo their deſerved puniſhments in their fouleft and moſt hideous colours : But till her 
Husband Lorenz, is ſo ſtroegly linked to the D:vill, and ſo firmly wedded to his beaftly vices. 
and enormitics, that all the world cannot divert or diſwade him from them 3 and ftill he is f0 
far from abandoning and forſakxing them, as he addes new to his old : For the D:vill hath now 
taught him to delight in curſing and ſwearing ; for in his ſpecches and ations, heuſeth many 
fcarfull oathes and deſperate execratione:he begins to revile her, and to give her foul language, 
terming her b-ggar,$ her father Villain, and that he is bound to curſe them both, becauſe (ſaith 
he) they have beggered himz when God and his finfull ſoul and conſcience well knowes, that 
there is nothing more untrue or falſe : For if his piety toward God, or his care and providence 
of himſclf and his family had <qualliz:d hers, he had then made himſelf as now he is miſerable, 
and ſhe as joyfull,as now we ſec her diſconſolate and ſorrowfull, and then no doubt,buttime and 
God would have drawn her father Morox to have beſtowed ſome portion on him with his witty 
whereas now the knowledge of his impious life and laſcivious prodigalltics doth juſtiy occaft- 
on him to the contrary. Again, here befalls another -accident which brings our forcow- = 
full Fermia, new Gricf , Vexation , and Tcarcs, for ſhe ſces her ſelf great , yea , quick with 


child. 
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Hiſt RX. Lorenzo and F ermia, FS 


child by her Husband Lorenzo, ſo as that which ſhe once hoped would have been the argumenc 
of her joy, now proves the cauſe of her affliftion and ſorrow; for his viceshath ſcare left her 
wherewith to maintain her ſelf; and therefore it grieves her tothink and confider, how here- 
afcer ſhe ſhall be able to maintain her child, when God in his appointed time ſhall ſend it her ; 
for he hath ſo conſumed his cſtatc, and ſpent , ſold and pawned all their beft houſhold fluffe 
and Apparclt , that almoſt they have nothing left to give themfclves maintenance, hardly 
bread : Burt yer ſtill how lewd and irregular ſocver Lorenzo be , his vertuous and forrowfull 
wife Fermia ſerves God duly and truly, and ſpends a great part of her time in prayer, ſtill be= 
ſceching the Lord to give her paticnceyJand to glee hee Husband all his foul fins towards him, 
and crnell ingraticude towards her ſelf : When, in the midſt of this her poverty and miſery, 
once ſhe chought to have left her Husband in Genove , and to have caſt her ſelf at her Fathers 
feet in Savona, that he would pardon, reccive and entertain her: But then again confidering 
his flinty heart and cruelty toward her, and that he would rather contemn than pity her youth 
and miſery, but cſpecially calling to mind her duty to her Husband , and her Oath given him 
in.marriage, in the preſence of God and his Church, for better,for worſe,for elckan Ge poorerz 
Then, I fay, the confideration and remembrance thereof, is ſo ſtrong a t ye to her conſcience, 
and ſo ſtri& an obligation to her ſoul, that ſhe thinks his vices and poverty, hath now more necd 
of her aſliſtance, prayersard company , thcn of her abſence 3, ſo as a vertnous wiſe,and a reli- 
gious Chriſtian, the will not conſent to forſake and leave him, but reſolves to ftay and live 
withihim, to what the Lord is pleaſed to impoſe on her, and ( for his fins and hers ) what 
afflitions and miſcrics he hath ordayned and decreed for them : And yet being defirous to 
draw hope and comfort any way, becauſe!ſhe finds gricf and diſpair fron all parts, ſhe reſolves 
to acquaint her father with her calamitics, as alſo (carncftly and humbly ) to pray him to re- 
lieve them, the whieh ſhe doth inthisher ſorrowfull letter to him, which the ſends him ſafely 


to Savona, | 
FERMIA to MORON. 


Now find to my grief , and know to my ſhame and Repentance, that my diſobedience in marrying 
| Fane fw againſf your conſent and withont your bleſſing, is the reaſon why God hath thus puniſhed 
me with a bad Husband in him, whoſe fervent affe&ion to me is ſo ſoon forgotten and frozen, and 
whoſe vertues in kimſelf are ſo ſuddenly and finfully exchanged into vices , that his prodigalities hath 
ſpent and conſumed all bis eftate,and left not wherewith either to give himſelf or me maintenance : In 
which regard becauſe my afflitions are ſo great , and my miſories ſo infinite, that I rather deſerve 
your pitty then your diſpleaſure 3 Therefore if not for my ſake who am your living Daughter, yet for 
my mothers ſake and remembranceg who is your dgad wife, enther give my Hu:hand means to ſet up 
his old trade and forſake his new vices in Genoua , or elſe take me home to live with you again in 
Savona : and if you wiil not in Nature reſpe& me as your Daughter , yet in compaſſion rtaine 
me as your Hand-maid, and I moſt humbly and religiouſly beſeech you to think and conſider with your 
ſelf, to what great wants aud neceſſitie I am uow reduced, ſith I write you this my Letter rather with 
tears then Ink: God dire your heart to my releif and conſolation, as mine is eternally devoted to 


your ſervice, and conſecrated to his glory. | 
"_ FERMIA. 


Her Father Moron after a long conſultation and reluRation with himſelf, whether he ſhould 
read or rejcR this Letter of his Daughter 3 He at laſt (having formerly underſtood of her Huf- 
bands prodigalicy , and” her poverty and miſery ) breaks up the Scals thereofand peruſeth fe, 
and ſurely if there had been'any ſpark of humanity or reaſon, or of good nature or pitry in him 
atall, his former knowledge of her miſcrics, and now this preſent afſurance and confirmation 
thereof , ſhould have perſwaded him to grant her , if not the firſt , yet the ſecond of her res 
queſts , which was to receive her and give her maintenance 2 but he isftill ſo hard-hcatted rg 


her as he will ncither relieve her wants , norpitty her afflitions, but ( more out of hatred then 


aff:Qtion to her thinks he hath done cnough in ſending her not his love 4 but this his ſharp 


Letter in anſwer of hers. 
MORON to FERMIA. 


F thy Husbaud prove not to thy liking , thou haſt juft reaſon to thank thy ſelf, and to condew 

thine own temerity and diſobedience in chooſing him, and if his affedion be ſo ſoon forgotten or fro- 
Zen to thee, it is @ Juſt puniſhment of God, becauſe thine was ſofirjt to me, whereof as that is the 
«felt, ſo donbtle(s this is the prime, and originall cauſe thereof , and as his vices and prodigality 
bath ſpent al! bis Ejtate,ſo I have not ſo little judgementy( though thou ſo ſmall eandng) rothink. 
that mine ſhall redeem ity which (upon the whole ) were then to imitate and ſecond bim in bis folly, 
@n4 conſequently to make my ſelf guilty in conſuming it. And becauſe thou fleddeft with him without 
Y | | my 
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down on the floor by her bed fide, ſhe (weeping as faft as her poor infant Babe ſucked 


my knowledge from Savona to Genova, and didjt there marry hmm without my conſent, therefore it is 
neither thy Grief xor Afeſery , or thy ame and repentance, which ſhall enduce me either to reſpe( or 
pitty thee as my Daughter,or which is leſs , torelieve and emertain thee as my handmaid : you' both 
are young enough to work,and labour for your living , as thy mother and my ſelf did for ours, and 
therefore knw thy youth deſerves no compaſſion from my age,an1 if this wil not ſatisfie thee,then the beg 
advice and counſelil which I can or will give fth.e is , that thou continually dire thy prayers to God, 
for thy relief and conſolation : And herein thou wilt then ſerve thy ſelf, pleaſe me, and glorifie him ; 
And as thou regardejt my Commanos , or defireſt my bleſſing , let me neither ſee thee, or hereafter 
beare any more of thy vain and fooliſh Letters. | MORON, 
The reecit of this her Fathers unkind and crucll Letter to her, doth at one time kill both 
her hop:s with deſpaire, and her heart with grief 3 or if that donot, then the mad tyranny, 
and new cruelty of her debauched Husband doth : for now contrary to nature, beyond reaſon 
and oppoſite to Grace, he many times beats her ; ſhe is all in tears hereat , uſeth all poſſible 
means co reclaim him from his new vices to his old vertues : Shee continually perſwadcs him 
fairly with cxhortations, ſweetly with ſighs , and dcerly withtears, yea . vs {weet young wo» 
man , ſhe wany times caſts herſelf at his tect , and with her armes crofſed, her hands clevarcd: 
rowards Heaven, her hair diſhevellcd and dangling about hes.checks, and her pearled tears be- 
dewing the Lillics of her mournfull and diſconſolate countenance, begs him to forfake his vi- 
ces to himſclt, and his undeſerved unkindnefs and cruelty rowards her : Bur all this in vain, 
for he proves deaf to ber requeſts and prayers, and blind to her fighs and tearsMhic hath nolon- 
ger mony to buy Corn, and is ſo far from ſelling any bread to others, as he hath ſcarce cnough 
ro give to bimſclf and to his great bellied wife , and as for his ſervants he is inforced to put 
them all away : His vanity to himſelf and cruelty to his wife is too too Iamentably notorious 
and remarkable, for when he wants mouy, he beats her, if ſhee will not. preſently ſupply his 
wants, and furniſhhis expences. Now in the middcſt of all theſe her gricfs and miferics , God 
ſends her a fair young Son, of whom the Father is not worthy, no for of his vertaous wife 
who borcit : For had not the care, aff:Ction, and charity of her Neighbours been far greater 
than that of her Husband to her, both the mother had miſcarryed, and the child periſhed in the 
ſharp throws and agony of her delivery ; and the name of this her little Sou, whom ſhe cauſcih 
to be chriſtened in a very poor manner and ceremony, is Themaſo : For ſhee is fo as (hee 
hath nothing but rags to cover him with,and therefore with much gricf and ſhame,ſhe begs poor 
linnen clouts of her Neighbours to keep him clean and:ſweet : when it is waking, ſhe looks & 
kiſſcth ic often with joy , but when it ſleeps or ſucks , then ſhe grieves that it is ſo unfortu- 
nate both is a wicked fathcr,and in a poor difconſolat mother,who hath morc means to lament 
and pitty , then milk to feed and nouriſh it : Sfic often ſh:ws her husband his child , and im- 
portunatly begs him henceforth to have a more provident care of himfelf for his childs ſake,and 
of his child for his own ſake : But he as a lewd Husband and too degenerat a Father doth 
ther love nor care for cither, but hates both of them, yea his vices and cruelty makes her 
row ſo infinite, thas ſhe reputes herſelf a burthen to herſelf, and a thouſand times wiſhe 
were in Heaven; And one time among the reft afrer her Husband without canſe, had 
her many bitter words and ſome ſharp and crue!l blows her child being in its Cradle, 
forth from her in chollcr, ſhe fals down on her knees to prayer, the which fo ſoon ag 
ended, and her child awaking and crying, ſhe takes it up in her armes, and mourn 


ving bolted her Chamber door, was over-heard by one of her Neighbours ( rwizt whom and 
her ſelf there was but a Wainſcot cnterclofe and partition)to pronounce thefe (or the like) | 
forrowfull ſpeeches to her ſelf. v | 
O poor Fermia, it had beenan infinite happineſs for thee if thou haddeft never ſeen thy huF- 
band Lorenzo, or periſhed and funk in the Sea when thou ficddeft with him from Savers to Ge» 
nova , beforc he was thy Hugband. 'For ſurcly thou haſt great cauſe to think, and reafon to 
believe, that this cruclty of his towards thez, is a juſt plague and punifhment.ſent thee from 
God, for diſobeying thy Father, in marrying without his confent and bleſfing 5 with whom. 
when thou liv:df (ingle, thou had(t fo much felicity and joy, as thou kneweft not what belong- 
ed to forrow and miſery, and now living a wife ro this thy Husband, thou art enforced to raft 
ſo much gricf and miſery , as thou knoweftno more what belongs to joy and felicity. Then 
thou didd<ft-ſurfeit with the choyce of the coftlieſt meats and viands, and now thou art ready 
ro ſtarve meerly for want of bread : Then thy apparrcll was rich , but now rent and torn : 
Then thy beaury made thee ſought in marriage by divers , and now thy griefs and ſorrows ha- 
ving defaced and withered it,thou art contemned and hated of him who married thee. Forcan 


_ thygricfs be matched, or thy aff:Ctions and ſorrows parallcld, when thou haft a Huzband who 


neicher fears nor ſerves God, who will n:ither goc to Church or pray himſelfe, or _”— 
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(uffer thee rodoit; and who is fo tar from loving thee, as he Joves nothing berter than to hate, 
revile , and beat thee: For ( aye me) he drowns himſelf and his wits in winc, and keeps 
whores to thy Noſe, ſpends all his cftate upon them, and upon Bawds, Panders and Dcun- 
kards (che off-ſcum and Caterpillers of the world ) with whom he conſumes his time and 
himſclf, making night day, and day night in theſe his beaftly revels , and obſcene voluptuouſ- 
nc, and upon whom he hath ſpent ſo much , as he now hath notkiing left cither to \ pend or 
maintain himſelf and thee ; yea, thy miſerics arc ſo great , and thy affliftions and ſorrows ſo 
ſharp and infinit , that thou haſt no parent left to ſuccour or relieve thee , and which is leſs, no 
friend who will aſfit or comfortthee, Poor young woman, and diſconſolate ſorrow full wife 
that thou art, it were a bleſſed happineſs, and a happy blefling for thee thar thou wert unborn 
or unmarried. Alas, alas, thy mother dyed too ſoon for tkee, w hen thou wert young, and 
thetefore ſhe cannot, and thy Father lives, ( and is exceeding rich) yet hatcs thee ſo much as 
he will not aſſiſt and relieve thee. And ag all thy Kinsfolks refale to lend or ſend thee any com» 
fort in theſe thy wants and calamitics; ſo thoſe who profefſed themſelves thy friends in thy prof- 
perity, will not now cither ſce thee in thy poverty, or know thee in thy miſery. When again 
and again looking on her pretty babe, and giving it many tender kifſcs, then (her tears inter 
rupting her words, and her {ighs ain cutting her tcars in peeces ) (hz continueth her ſpeech 


- thus: And thou my ſweet babe, What ſhall 1 ay to thee, fith almoſt] can do nothing { YJ 
for | have no food to give my ſelf, how then can give milk to thee? and yer 1 my 


Lorenzo and Fermia, 


— 


dearly and t , that although thy unkind and cruell father hate me fo deadly, yetT will 
ſtarve before chUtl ſhalt want, yea, I will cheerfully work , and (if occaſion ſerve ) begg my 
{:If ro death to ger ſiſtenance and neceffaries for the preſervation of thy Hife. For live thou 
my ſweet babe as happy as thy poor mother is miſerable and unfortunat : And if Idie before 
thee, (as I hope I ſhall not live long) ſay thou hadſt a mother who loved thee a thouſand times 
dearer than her own life, and who was cich in care and affc&ion, though poor in Eftate and 
means to maintain thee.g, And it I leave thee nothing behind me, (becauſe 1 have now nothing 
lefc me cither to give or ſeave thee) yetl will give thee my bleſſing, and leave thee heir to theſe 
my moſt rcligious prayers, That God in his divineſt favour and mercy will not pour down 
his wrath and puniſhments on thee, but thou mayecſt live to be as happy in thy vertucs, as [ 
fear thy Father will be miſerable in his vices ; and as truea ſervant and inftrument of Gods 
plory,as(with gricf and tears ) I ſce he is of his own diſgrace and diſhonour. 

Neither is our vertuous Fermia deceived in the cloſe of this her paſſionate and preſaging 
fpecch towards her Husband, for hz continues his odious and ungodly courſe of life (or to» 
wards God and her, and now (as well in his freſh as his dranken humours) makes it his pra» - 
Rice to revile , and his delight and glory to beat her 3 whonotwithftanding yet thinking and © 
hoping to work ſome good in him, through his ſight of this poor infant Fai Son 3- Shc ofrem 
ſh:ws it to him, and with fighs amd tcars praycs him to leave off chis his fin full life cowards 
God, and theſe his crucll courſes and attions towards herſelf. But he is ftill the ſame mangyea, 
he is ſo wretchedly d:bauched and vicious, as he will not endure to think of making himſelf 
better,and to ſay the truth, I beleeve and chink that the D:vill cannot poſſibly make him worſe 
the which his poor ſorrowfull Wife perceiving, as alſo that her child being now by this time 
almoft two years old, ſhe hath not wherewithall in the world to maintainit meat or cloaths, 

: is enforced to make a vertue of neceſſity , and ſo works exceeding hard with her Needle, 
thereby to give life to her (elf, and her pretty young Son ; and yet fay ſh: what (he will with 
lizhs, and do ſh: whatſhz can with tears, her Husband ftill forcibly rakes away the two parts 
of the poor profit, and ſmall revenew of her labours , both from her ſelf , and 
her little Son Thomaſo, not caring if they ſtarve ordie , ſo he have ro maintain his vicious 

nces among his Icwd Conſorts and Companiong; yea , her miſerics and wants are now ſo 
great, and her aff-&ion to her child fo dear and tender, that when ſhe hath no mcans to ſer her, 
lf to work, nor can procure any from others, then (though to her matchleflc grict and ſhame) 
the defcends ſo far from her ſclf, as ſhamefully and ſecretly in remote ſtreers and Churches, ſhe 
begs the almes and charity of ſome well diſpoſed people for their ſubliſtence and maintenance. 
Bur at length , when ſhe ſees that her Husband is informed: and acquainted therewith, and 
that he is ſo inhumane in himf-1f, and fo crucll hearted ro-her and her Son, that he likewiſe 
takes theſe ſmall monies away from her, (which in eff:& is to take bread out of their mouths, 
and life out of their bodies )then not knowing what in the world to do , or whica way to 
wind or turn her ſclf any longzr to maintain her Son, which (by many d:grces ) ſhe Joves bet- 
ter than her («1/, (h: reſolves to write ro her Father to take him home to him at Savona, and 
maintain him , which ſh: doth by this her enſuing Letter, which carried him this humble lan» 


guage and petition. 
FERMIA 
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FERMIA to MORON. 


He increaſe of my H nsbands vices are thoſe of my wants and miſeries, which are now grown Ir 
þ poco and infinite, that I have not cloaths nor food left to maintain my ſelf, or my poor little 
Son Thomaſo, #or ſcarce to give life to us : And conſidering that I am your Daughter ( yea your: * 
only child me thinks both in Nature and Chriſtianity , that my Father ſhuuld not ſee me drivento 
theſe ſharp and bitter extremities, without releeving me, eſpecial y ; becauſe as heretofore, ſo now my 
fighs begg it of you with bumility for charities ſake, and my tears with ſorrow for Gods ſake. Or if yet 
your heart will not diſſolve into pity , or relext into comps ſfion towaras me , at leaſt let it towards my 
poor and pretty young child, whom now with prayers and lears 1 beſeech you to take from me and 
maintain y though not as a great part of me, yet as a little piece of your ſelf, and whom God ( in his 
ſacred power and ſecret providence ) may ( for his honour and glory ) reſerve tobe as much happineſs 
to you, as I your ſorrowfull Daughter , and his poor No her ſee my ſelf born to afflition and miſery: 
God will requite this your charity 10 him, and thereby 1 jhall the ſooner forget your unnaturall unkind. 
neſs and cruelty towards my ſelf. And ſo may you live in as much proſperity, as T fear T ſhall ſhortly © 
die iu extream indigence aud miſery. - | 


F@RMIA. 


Her Father Moro receiveth and peruſeth this third Letter of his Daughter Fermig, 
whercat being yet no thing moved in charity, or touched in compaſſion towards her , bur 
only towards her young Son ( and his grand child ) Thomaſo, he returns hee this ſhort 
aniWecre. * 


MORON w FERMIA. 


See thou art both wilfull and obſtinate in diſobeying my commands with thy Letters, wherein 1 
| Fr thou takejt more glory , than either T conceive grief at the relation of thy wants , or ſorrog 
at the repetition of thy miſeries , the which 1 am ſo tar from releeving , as I only pity it that I am thy 
Father, but not as thou art my Daughter. Aud yet brcauſe thy young Sou Thomaſlo is as inne- | 
cent as thou art guilty of my diſpleaſure aud ini1gnation, therefore give him to this bearer whom I 
bave purpoſely ſent to receve him of thee, and I will ſee whether it be the pleaſure of God that 
I ſhall be as happy in him as I am unfortunate in thy ſelf , and if in his ſacred providence he haths | 
ordained and decreed that he prove as great a comfort to thy age, as thou art a croſs and calamity |, 
to mine which if it prove ſo, then give God the only praiſe and glory , which is the beſt uſe and re- 
quitell which thou canſt make , or I deſire. 


MOR ON. 


Our poor and deſolate Fermiz having received and over-read her Fathers Letter, although 
ſhe be wonderfulzſorrowtfall at the perſeverance of his cruclty towards her ſclt,ycc the is infinite 
ly glad ard joytfull at his compeice and kindneſs rowards her young Son , whom apparelle 
ing the very beſt that poſlibly ſhe could (which God knows is ragged, mean, and poor ,) ſhe® 
(with a thouſand ſighs, tcars, prayers, blcflings, and kiff s) gives him to her Fathers Mefſengers-: 
to whoſe aff:&ion and education, as alſo ro Gods gracious proreQtion and preſervation, ſhe- 
religiouſly recommends him ; when (to her exceeding griefand ſenfible 2fliftion ) ſhe ſees its 
- out of her poſſible power once to perſwade her Husband Lorenzo either to Kits or to ice him. at 

his departure, as it jt were nopart of his aff.&ion to ble: ir, or of his duty ro pray | le 
to God to blefſ: it , much leſs to kiſs ic at parting, A moft unkind and iN 
partof a Father to his fweet and pretty young Son. Which ftrange and diſcourtcous || m 
ingratitude of his, it is not impoſſible tor us to ſee God as ſtrangely both to requite and pc 
revenge. | 

Sorrowfull Fermia having thus ſent away her Iittle Son Th:malo to her Father Moron £ 44 
at Savone , (he the very ſame night dreams'in her poor Bed and houſe in GENOV 4, Be 
that ſhe ſhall never be ſo happy to (cc him again 3 when being awaked, and rememe I WV 
bring this her ſorrowtfull and fad dream , ſhe for meer gricf bitterly weeps + Wil 
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and although ſh: would, yer ſh: cannot poſlibly _-_ or ſuppreſſe the remembrance thereof, or 
once put ir our of her mind ; ſo that thinking her ſelf fortunate in pkcing this her little ſon 
with her Father, and his Grandfather , ſhe is now very penhiveand forrowfull for his abſence, 
becauſe ſhe can no Jonger ſee him , play with him , and kiſs him, and is infinitely diſconſolate 
and mournfall when ſhe thinks of her dream of him. In the mean time her lewd Husband grows 
from bad to worſe, ſo that her cohabitation is but a bondage with*him, and her marriage and 
wedlock but an Indenture of {lavery, and a contradt of miſery under him. Such is her incom- 
parable grief, ſuch her unparalleld afflitions and calamirics. 
Five ycars our diſconſolate Fermia lives in this miſery, and miſcrable poverty with'her Huſ- 
band, and yet all the whole world cannot perſwade her Father Moroz to take her home to him 
and maintain her. She hath no conſolation left her but prayers, nor remedy bur enforced pa- 
tience3 ſo ſhe arms her ſclf with the laſt , and adorneth her ſclf with the firft. She was con- 
+ tznted to beg for the maintenance of her little Son Thomaſo , but now being eaſed of that 
burthen ſhe will give it over,ſo ſhe works hard to get her hard and poor living,which yet ſhe can- 
not get ſo faſt as her Husband ſpends it prodigally and lafcivioully, Her care and vertues make 
her the pitty, as his Iewdnefſc and vices make him the ſcorn and contempt of their Neighbours. 
So while, ſhe fits at home cloſe at her needle in poor appareli, he idely wanders abroad untill 
he have brought his apparcll corags, and himſelf almoſt to nakedn:fles And here it is that 
wretched Husband Lorenzo now firft begins to harken to the Devill, yez, to prove a very Devill 
himſclf,rowards this his dear and vertuous Wite ; for he enters into a conſultation with himſelf 
chat if he were once rid of his Wife Fermia , he mighe marry ſome other with a good porti- 
. on to maintain hit, and fo again ſer up his Trade of Biking which now had forſaken him, be- 
cauſe he had vitioully and unthritcily forſaken it. When his faith being as weak with God,as his 
infamous life and vices were odious to the world, he afſumes a bloody and damnable reſolution 
to murcher her, and hereunto the Devill is ſtill at his cIbow to provoke and cgge him onward, 
and continually blowes the coals to this his malice and indignation againſt her : Soncither his 
mind or heart, his conſcience or ſoul can divert him from this fearfull enterprize, & Iamentable 
bloody buſineſs : The which to perform & perpetrate, he on a great holiday (which was the pu» 
rification of the bleſſed Virgin Mary ) takes her with him into a Vineyard ſome half a mile from 
the City of Genova under colour to recreat themſelves , and to take the aire, which God 
[ knows, ſhe poor ſoul , takes for a great , becauſe an unaccultomed favour and courteſte at hig 
p hands, where (hz moſt lovingly and willingly gocs with him , and therch feigning himſelf faſt'a 
) ſl:ep, and ſhe (innocent harmleſs young woman) then and there (lept ſoundly, and every way 
: being as devoyd of fear, as he was of grace, he with a barberous and diabolicall cruelty, (ſeeing 
I I the coaſt clear) ſoftly riſech up and cuts her throat, wichourt giving her the power, time or hap-= 
it r+vy toutter one word before her death : Where leaving her weltering and goring in her 
lood, he ſpeedily and policiquely enters Genova by a contrary gate, thereby to avoid all ſuſpi= 
ly } tion of this his bloody and damnable fatt. 
by The very ſame night this her breathleſs murthered body is found out by ſome of Geneve, who 
accidentally walked chat way ; and they cauling ic to be brought to the City, it is known by 
lome of Lorenzo's Neighbours , to be his Wife Fermis, whereat toadd the better clocke to his 
knavery, and ſhadow to his villany , he ſeemes to be wonderfully ſad , and paſſionately ſforrow- 
full for the ſame,and ſo requeſteth the Crimwinall Officers, both in and aboutthe City, to make 
curious reſearch and enquiery for the murtherers of his Wife , which chey do z bur this hypo- 
criticall ſadneſs and falſc ſorrow of his, though ( to the eye of the world ) ir prevaile for a 
time, yet ( to that of Gods Mercy and Juſtice) in the cnd, it ſhall little availe_him 3 ſo he gives 
era poor and obſcure buriall, every way unworthy the ſweetneſl: of her beauties, and the ex- 
cellency of her vertues. Her Father Moron hath ſpzedy notice of this deplorable death of his 
Daughter, who confidering how ſh: had caſt away herſelf upon ſobad a Husband as Lorenzo, 
though outwardly he ſeem to b:waile and lament it, yet inwardly he much cares not for it ; and 
forher little Son Thomaſo, his few years d:ſp:znceth with his capacity from underftanding, much 

lefſe from lamenting and mourning for this diſaſterous end ofhis Mother. | 
A moncth after the cruell murther and buriall of this vertuous, yet unfortunate young wo- 
man Fermiz, her bloody and ex:crable Husband Lorenzo, ( is yet ſodevoid of grace) ag he 
BOcs to Savona to requeſt his Father in Law Moroz, togive him ſome maintenance, in regard 
ie had no portion from him with his Wife his Daughter, as alſo to ſee his Son Thomaſo, But 
ro | Moron by his ſervanrs, ſends him a peremprory refuſall to both theſe his requeſts , and ſo will 
Az I *ither ſee him, nor ſaffer him to ſce his Son , burabſolutely for ever forbids him his houſe : 
2m- | Vhereat Loreuzoall in choller leaves Savona , and returns toGenova, where ſelling away his 
a Wits Old Clothes to provide him new , he ſecks many Maidens "_ a in — 
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but the fame ot his bad life, and infamous carriage and deportment with his lace Wife , isfo 
freſh and great, that they all diſdain him; ſo that utterly deſpairivg ever to raiſe himſelf and 
his fortuncs by marriage, bc forſakes andleaves Genova, inrolls himfcit a Bandetti, and for mar 
years together prattiſeth chat thieviſh profcſſion, to the which we will leave him, & ſpeak alittle 
of his young and little Son Thomeſo. 

Old Moron Traines up this his Grand-child, Thomaſo, ver vertuouſly and induftruouſly, and 
at the age of fourteen years,bids him chufe and imbrace any trade he :{ liketh : When Thomaſo 
excceding ly delighting in Limming, Graving , and Imigary, he t-<comes a Gold{mich, and 
in four or five years after, is become a ſingular, expert, and skillfull work-man in his trade: His 
Grand-fathzr hook him d:arly & tenderly, 8& intends to make him his heir;but Thomaſo (led,as I 
think, by the immediat hand and providence of God , or out of his own natural inclination ) 
being of a gadding humour to travcll abroad, and ce other Citics and Countries, and having 
a particular itching d:{irc toſee Rome, (which hz underſtood is one of the very prime and chief 
places of the world for rich and curious Goldſmiths, ) Hz finding a french ſhip of Marſeilles 
(which by contrary winds ſtopt in the Road of Savonz bound up for CivitaVechia, very ſe- 
cretly packes up his trunk and trinkets, and fo goes along in that ſhip : Now as ſoon as his 
Grandfather Moron underſtands hereof, he very much grieves at this his raſh and ſudden depar- 
ture : So Thomaſo arrives at (vita Vechia, goes up to Hyſtia by ſea , and thence on the River 
Tiber ro Rome, where he becomes a ſingular ingenious Gold{mith, and thrives ſo well, (as after 
afew years) he there keeps ſhop for himſelf, and conftantly builds up his reſidence. 

In all chis long tra and progreſſion of time, which (my truc information tells me) is at 
leaſt twenty four years; his Father Lorenzo continues a thizviſh Baxdetts in the ſtate of Gerovo 
and Luca, where he committs ſo many lewd robberies, and ftrange rapincs, depiz4ations and 
thefts, as that countrey at laſt becomes too hot for him, and he too obncxious for it, ſo he 
leaves it, and cravelleth into Thoſcany, and to the fair and famous City of Florence , which is the 
Metropolis thereof , where with the monics he had gotten by the revenewes of his rob:rics, he 
again ſets up his old trade of a Baker ; in which profeſſion he knew himſcf expert and excellent, 
and here he ſctleth himſelf to live and dwell, takes a fair commodious houſe, and lookes 
out hard for ſome rich old Maiden, or young Widdow to make his new Wife ; But God will 
prevent his thoughts , an4 fruſtrate his deſignes and deſires herein : For, as yet his bloody 
thoughts have not made their peace with his ſoul, nor his ſoul with his All-ſceing and righte= 
ous God for the cruell murthering of his old Wife, Fermia , which as an impetuous ftorm and 
fierce tempeſt z will ſudd:nly befall him, when he leaſt dreams or thinks hereof, yea, by a may 
ner ſo ſtrange, and an accident ſo miraculous, that fornier ages have icldome, if ever parrelleld, 
or given us a precedent hereof ; and wherein the Power and Providence , the Mercy and Juſtice | 

of God reſplends with infinite luſtre and admiration 3 and therefore in my poor judgement and 
opinion, | deem it moſt worthy of our obſcrvation, as we are men, and ot ourremembranceas 
we are Chriſtians. | 

Charles, now Cardinall of Medicis , going up to Rome to receive his hat of this preſent Pope, 
Vrban V1. and Coſmos the great Dake of Florence his Brother (in honour to him and their 
Illuftruous Blood and Family; whereof they are now chicf ) reſolving to make his entry and 
aboad in that City of Rome to be ſtately and magnificent; Hz cauſeth his Houſe and Trainein 
all points to be compoſed of double Officers and S:rvants, to whom he gives rich and coftly li- 
verics , and among others our Lorexzo is found out clcfed, and pricked down to be one of his 
Bakers for his own trench er in that Journey,where in Reme he flaunts it our moſt gallantly and 
bravely in rich Apparel, and is ill moſt deboifh-d and prodigall in hisexpenſcs before any 0- 
ther of the Cardinalls meniall Servants, without ever any more thinking or dreaming. of the 
murthering of his Witc Fermia, but rather abſolutely belicves, that as he, ſo God had wholy 
buried the remembrance of that bloody fa& of his in perpetuall filence and oblivion but the 
Devill will deceive his hopes : For now that lamentable mucther of his cries aloud to Hzaven 

and to God for vengeance 3 wherein we ſhall behold and ſee, that it isthe Providenge and, 
Pleaſure of God, many times to puniſh one fin in and by another, yea,and ſometimes one fin for 
another, as reſcrving it in the ſecret Will and inſcrutable Providence, to puniſh Capitall of- 
fenders, wherof Mu: therers arc infallibly the greateſt, both when, where, and how he pleafcti 5 
for carthly and fiafull cyes, have neither the power to pry into his heavenly decrees , nor our 
mind and capacity to dive into his divine a&ions and refolution, becauſe many times he acccle- 
rateth or delaycth their puniſhments, as they ſhall and moſt ficand requiſite for his Juſtice and 


_ their Crimes. 


When therefore the Panders andStrumpets, and the new pride and bravery of our Lorenz? 
had catcn out all his money and<redit in Rome, and that (to his gricf ) he now ſaw, that by 
no 
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no poſli ble m:ans he could procure or borrow any morethere ,/ b-ing infinitely unwilling to lee 
his vice and prodegallity ftrike ſaile, and fo as he vainly and fooliſhly thinks te diſgrace his Lord 
Cardinalls ſervice inſtzad of honouring it : He once was mioded.cand reſolv:d to ſteale ſome 
old out of the Argenticrs or Pay-maſters Trunk : But then conſulting with his judgement and 
JiGrarion, and finding that attempt to be fall of danger, ingratitude; and infawy: He burics 
that reſolution as ſoon as it was born, and then gives conception and-life to another,which was 
to ſteal ſome pieces of PI: . + out of a young Goldſmirhs ſhop there in Rome with whom he was 
familiarly acq iinted, and whoſe ſhop and company, he ( with divers others of his fellowes ) 
very oftzn haunted and frequented fince his comming to. Rowe : The which watching , and ta» 
king his time he doth,and trom him cakes ws twoftairc rich guilt Chaliccs,& a curious ſmall 
gold crucifix {ze wich a few Saphicrs and Emralds, all mounting to the value of four hundred & 
fifty Dukaroons. This young Goldſmith (whoſe name we ſhall anon know) is amazed at this 
great Tofſe, when being guided and dire&:d by the immediate finger of God, he knowes nog 
whom to ſuſp:& or accuſe for this robbery but Lorenzo the Cardinall of Florence his Baker : 
whom he ſaw, and obſerved did very often and too familiarly frequent his ſhop}, and far the- 
more doth he fortific and increaſe this his ſuſpition of him, becauſe then making a curious ig- 
quiry and re(carch of his form:c life an4 a ions, he tfound both the one and the otherin all 
points ſo vitious and debauched,as we have formerly undzritood, onely the murther ofhis wife 
Fermia cx:epted, which as yer none birt God and himfclt knew: Whereupon well knowi 
chat he | iy noc in his Lord Cardinals Palace, which as all others are priviledged as ſanQtuarics, 
but in a Taylors houſe neer adjoyning : he wich an Officer ſearched his Chamber and Truack, 
wh:reimn he found one of his Chalices , but not the other, or the gold Crucifix, which Lorenzs 
inn<diacly had ſold both to pay his debts, and to:put ſome; double Piftols in his pockets for 
his vain and prodigall cxp:nces ; when hunting after this his chief Lorenzo he preſently finds 
him, commits him to priſon, and accaſeth him to the Captain and Judges of Rowe : Who 
upon knowledge and fight of on: of the Chalices found in Lorexzoes Trunk, and alſo upon his 
confeſſion of —_— old away the other likewiſe the Crucifix of gold, they condemn 
him to be hanged the very nexe day oe ame , Lorenzo (bitterly weeping and fuming at 
this his diſaſter) doth moſt humblygſaz and putition the Lord Cardinall.his maſter to-beg his 
life ofthe Pop:, who confid:ring him to bz a baſe Companion, and no Gentleman, and his fat 
(during this his ſervice) to bz very fonle and ſaand:lom, He is roo Noble andyviſe to atrempe - 
or undertake ity and therefore becomts deaf to his requeſts 3 Whereupon Lorenz is that night {8 
turncd to his priſon , where he hath leiſure though not time cnough to think upon his confci</ 
ence and ſoul, upon the baſen:ſl: of this his robbzcy, and the foulaefſe and bloodineſs of mars 


_ thering his wife Fermia. 


The n:xt moming he is brought to his deathzat the common place of cxecution at the Bridge 
foot , ina little walled Cour cloſero the Cattle of Saint Angelo, where a world of people- 
flock from all parts of Rome to (ce the Cardinal of Florence his Baker take his laſt leave of the 
world, being the nighc before prepared by a Fryer, in his ſoules journey towards Heaveriz 'as * 
ſoon as he aſcended che Ladder, he there confelT:th this his. robbery : And likewiſe that his - 
name was Ardrea Lorenz), and that he (about ſome twenty and  chree years lince ) marthered 
his own wite nam:d Fermiz Wrox in a vincyard n:zr Genwa: whereof he ſaich he will no 
longer charge his ſoul : The waich.ch: young Gold (mich (whoſe name was Thomaſo Lorenzo 
over hcaring ) he preſently bur forch into tare; and very-palſianacely. and ſorrowfully cries 
oat, that this man on th: Ladder is his owa Father; and tharFermig Moron was his own Mo» - 
ther, and cherefor2 he with a world of ſobs, (ighes, and cares praytth the Othcers, and chen the 
Ex:cationer of Juſtice to forb:ar, and leave the priſoner for a {axall while , which according- 
l they do : When at the deſcent of his Father fron the Laddef; Thomzaſo (in preſence of all that 
huge number of people who were preſent )throwes himſelf achis feet, aid ſeeming to drown 
himſelf in his tcares for ſorcow , - confeſſ=ch himſclfeo-be his Son,” and acknowledgeth Fernie 
Mr, tobs his Moth:r, and therefore prayes himeg forgive him.chis his innocent ingratitude 
towards him, in ſecking his death of whom hz had reecived his) own life : And alchough the 
confideration of his Mothers lamentable murther doth pierce him to the heart wich grief; yet 
knowing him likewiſe to bz his Father, and himſelf his Son, he freely and willingly offers the 
pſi of Rome, and the Judges all his Eftzte to ſave his Fachers life , but this his robbery is ſo 
0 


and that former murther of his ſo inhuman and lamentable, yca ſo odious to. God and the 
World, and ſo cx:crable to Men and Angels , that none will prefume todare to ſpeak in his 
b:half: So the next day Lorenzo is hanged , having firſt freely forgiven his Son Thomeſo g, and 
entreated him likewiſe to forgive him for murthering of his Mother , and for any .other thing 


elſe, he at his death aid little ; Bur curſed the name od - a4 of that miſcrable and covg- 
ET”; © | 2 | tous - 


} 


To m_ 


: oy 24 _ . "_=> 
» - S p_ 
" © - s = v 
n of Za. «5. « #* : 
4 q F = ” 
% x6 % | , Y 


2M Gods R evenge againit Munrther. Book IV. 


tous wreech bis Father in Law Morca, whoſe unkindneſfsand cruelty be ſaid had occafioned 
and -b bim to all this miſery. But he ſpak not a word of his griet or ſorrow for having 
maurthered -his wife Fermia Moron 5 Only he ſaid and belicycd that this his untimely dzath 
wasa juſt revenge and puniſbment.of God to him for the ſame. 


"The common ſort. of the SpeQators and people of Rome ſecmed to tax the Cardinall of 
Florence his Maſter for nor ſaving this his Bakers life 3 but the wiſer and ware religious Tort, 
applauded his gencrofity and piety for nor attempting it from the Pope ; But all do adinire 
and wondrr at Gods ſacred providence and divine Juice in making the Sen the cauſe ard in» 

-Arument.of his Fathers hanging for murthering of his Mother, the which indecd gave caulc of 
Tpeech and matter of wonder a Rome, Genova, Savona , and Florence , yea, to all Italy : And 
thus was the wicked life and deſerved death of this blocdy Villain Lerexze, ard in this man« 


ner did the Juſtice of the Lord triumph ore his crime in bis puniſhment, Ard as for his Scn 
Thomaſo (the Goldſmith)after this infamous and ſcandalous death of his Father, he could no 
longer content himſelf to live In Rowe , but returned to Sava to his Grandfatker Mortx,who | 
received him with many demonſtrations of Joy, and afkcQion, and aſter his death made him 
ſole hcir to all his wealth and Eftate. | 
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In thirty ſeverall T ragicall Hiſtories, (digeſted into 


Six Books) which contain great variety of mournfull and 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
CAnd truely Noble) 


FRANCIS, LORD RUSSEL L, 
Baron of T bornebanugh , and Farl of Ledfo:d. 
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RIGHT HONCURABLE, 


2-7) Hen T bad the honour te referre, to that Valiant, 
> oF [*] Wiſe, and honeſt Nobleman, Arthur Lord Chiche- 
+/6- || iter, Baron of Belfaſt ( whoſe ſublime merits do 
Gr|ot here juſtly deſerve and challenge this Teſtimony fron 
F121 :y Duty, that he was too good for Earth , and there- 
fore is now ſo ſoon crowned a Saint in Heaven) I 
then bad firſt the happineſſe to know,and to be known 
of your Honour at your Cheſwicke ; In whom (be>- 
, cauſe I ever hold it a farr leſs crime to ſpeak the truth , then either to ſi- 
\ lence or diſſemble t ) Ithen found ſo many prints and Stamps of true ho- 
\ nour , and CharaGters of ancient Goodneſs and Nobility , that { with a 
k fl + pleaſing content 2nd deleGation ) 1 was enforced to be again and again en- 
amoiired of Vertue and Honour for your ſake, and reciprocally , tolove and 
reſpe&t your Lordſhip for both their ſakes, Since when (out of your £cne- 

roſety, not my expectation or deſerts) your Honour was pleaſed to conterr 

| a favour on me, the which though you forget, yet the remembrance threof 
I wzll ( with equall Zeal, and Ambition ) Strive to make as eternall , 4: E 

know my ſelf to be mortall and tranſitory, Tou are a Religious Chriſtian , 

and a trus hearted Engliſhman ; and therefore as it is your glory , jo! 7- 
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our happineſs, that you are both a conſtant lower of God and his Church, 
ard a firm and faithful honourer of you! Prince and Countrey, and you 
are now Lord Lieutenant (under our Gracious Soveraign ) of that famous 
County of Devon , and fair , and honourable City of Excelter, to which 
I owe my nativity ; and in both which the Ruſlcls ( Earls of Bedford) 
your noble Anceſters hawe condignly left bekind them many honourable 


Trophees of their Vallor,@ ſweet and precious perfumes of their Vertae. 
Theſe premiſes being ſo powerfull in truth, and ſo conſiderable and pre- 
walent in reaſon, I therefore flatter my ſelf with this hope , that your Ho- 
nour will attribute it rather to Duty, than Preſunption inme, If | now 
publickly attempt to profer and ſacrifice up ſomething to the Hgnour of your 
illaſtricus Name, andto the Dignity of your reſplendent Vertnes : Miſſeng 
therefore of that deſired happineſs ( by ſoine rare or elaborat peece ) ſuffici- 


ently to teſtifte to your Lordſhip and the whil: World , what you are to me 


in the height of Honour, and what Iam, and deſireto be found of you in 
the lowneſs of Oblervance and Humility , It will therefore be no leſs my 
Felicity, than your Goodneſs, If you vouchſafe to accept and patronize 
this my Fift Book of forraign Tragicall Hiſtories, and alſo-pleaſe to 
permit them to travell and ſeek, their Fortunes abroad in World , under the 
auſpicious Plannet , and authenticall Paſſeport” of your Noble Prote&:zon, 
wherein you may behold aad ſee, bow ſoundly , how ſacredly the Juſtice of 
God meets with this crying aud ſcarlet Sin of Murther, which ( in theſe 
our depraved, and ſinfull times ) int contempt of the Iaws of Heaven and ' 
Earth , make ſo lamentable and ſo prodigious a progreſſion , and how 


ſharply and ſeverely it (deſervedly) puniſheth( thoſe Butchers, and Mon- 
fters of Nature) the perpetrators thereof ; And if I may borrow ( for | de- © 
ſerenot to uſurp) any part of your Lordſhipg. hours of lieſure to give firſt 
-, tothe Knowledge, and then to the ——_— | 
+.* ſeverall Accidents which they report and relate , I ſhall then trinmph m 


ion of theſe. Hiſtories , and the 


my good fortune, as having obtained that Honour and Favour , which 1 
ingenioufly acknowledge, I am farr more capable to deſire than deſerve _ 

| Tome now to implore pardon of your Honour for this my Preſur:ption, 
in inſcribing and adwenturing ſo mean a work to your noble acquaintance. \, 


And I bawe ended this my Epiſtle, as ſoon as began, to aſſure you , ThatT ” 


will ever ' religiouſly)pray unto God to accumulate all proſperities and bleſ- 
ſings on your Honour; as alſo on your moſt Vertuous Countels , and ſuc- | 
ceſſevely on your Honourable and Flouriſhing Poſtetity , who now promiſe Þ 


no leſs than a happy andfamous perpettity to your thrice Noble Name, and 

Fanily, © | — 

wer . Tour Honours in all 7 
Duty and ſervice. © 
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OHN REYNOLDS. 
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HISTORY xx1. 


A | 


5 v7 AA Lo > Bo 4 : 51M y 
| Babtyſtina and Amarantha poyſox'their eldeſt Siſter Jaquinta, after which Amarantha h bet. 
: ſervants Bernardo and Piecrya to ſtifle ber Elder Sifter Babtyftina ## ber Bed; rape 4 ney | 


; breaks his neck with the fall of his Horſe, Picrya is, banged, ſo likewiſe is Amarantha, and her ©. 
body after bxrnt , Bernarda bei a, his body is, again takenup , banged to the Gallows uw 3. 


; *" by his feet , then bitrat, and i A own into the ayre. * 


THe, Golden times being paſt z what doth: this Ironor flinty ape of *our Soha cr. 

'' Thorns for Roſes and Bramblcs for Lillics ,- I nican bloudy an ta MW Gour oe ge WE. 

Y fccds of Compaſſion and works of Charity ? Not but that Chriftianicy (as a fair and glorious _ 
F vail ) covercththe face of Exrop, as the firmament of Heavendoth that of Earth 3 and that (by WE 
"+  - the mercy of God) )chere are now great variety of learned and Godly Preachers , who ( by-the 6. 
[ 1.rpe' of their livegzand the purity of their DaCtrin ſpendthe greateſt part both of their zime; = 
and of themſelycs to propagate Vertne, aid Picty in as, and conſequently to rqor out. vice and . 


| A ' 


; Sin from among usz But it is the vanity ofour thoughts, the corruptiou'of our de 3 
; tures, the infirmity of our Judgments , the _O__— our Faich E the coldneſs mo Zeal, | 
, adonr negleQ of prayer, which, ſometimes(O that Tmight not ſay too -too often; tran ; | 
" I Portcth our ſelves, beyond gugifetves ,'and'vny reſolutions and aftions beyond the bounds of 
reaſon , yea and violently cth ns to deſperate and inhumane attempts , which this next. 


deplorable Hiſtosy will ſo apparaitly and p:rſpicvoufly verific unto us; that we ſhall difticulely- =. Z 
'" by '; ratrg fighes, cory it without tcars , at leaſt if we have 'bur.clic ſparks" of - - © 
. © much Charity in our hearts , and Picty in'our Souls as the .unfortunat Authors ;and miſe= 8 
Atctours hereof wanted. "gs Wt nn ED de over, on 
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"3& Gods Revenge againfi -Murther. Book Vi 


If Tiſcany be the beaucy and glory of 1:zly, then Florence (the capital City thereot) mutt 
needs be that of Twſcavy ; or elſe it.could nor to juitly and generally deſe: ve that true and ecx< * 
c:lleat Epithete of Faire. Icisa City which hath given both Life and being co the llluttrious 
Family of theAfedicis,Cor as forme affirm,they to ic) The worſt Grounds about it are Vineyards, 
and th: beſt are dainty M:adowes; and delicate Gardens, or rather their Gardens are Mea- . 
dowes for their ſpaciouſnelle, and their Meadowes are Gardens for their fercility and beauty, 
Ie is divided and crofled in two parts by the famous River Arzo, and that River again by two 

ſtately Bridges curiouſly imbeliſhed and adorned with many Marvle and Alabaſter Statues, 
The S:reets hercof are well paved, broad and long; the Buildings (for the moſt part) rather - 
Palaces than private Houſes, and the Temples for ſumptuouſneſſe and beauty, nothing inferi- 
.  ourto the beſt,and richeſt of Trah,efpecially che two moſt ſumptuous and nnparelleld Chappels 
=> ofthe Biptiſteris, and Saint Lorenzs, as alſo the Domo, and Campanells (which is the Tower) 
'S thereof, itbeing amoſt magnificent and ſtately Cathedrall Church, which not only catcheth 
our eye with wonder but farprizerh our thoughts wich admiration, as all oar Engliſh Noble» 
men and Gentlemen Travellers, (do peradventure) know far better than my ſelf; Ifay in this 
rich and faire City of Florence, near the Church of che Dowinicsn Friers , in the latter daies of MW a; 
the great Dyke Ferdinand, there dwelt an antient , vertuous , and generous Cavalicr, named Sh 
Seignjor Lemardo Strgni,deſcended of a noble Family, near to the City of Piſteis, where his An- di 
ceftours left him many faire Demegnes, and a very rich Patrimony , the which-(through his WW b: 
Frazality, Vertue and Wiſedome, the true Foundation of moſt of the cheifeſt Hoaſes, and beſt aff 
Familes of Italy) he managed and improved fo well, that within the ſpace of twenty years, re} 
he became {5 exceeding rich and opulenc : but neer about this time, that the ſweernelfe of hig Hz 
content, might receive ſome check of bicter afflition, to ſhew him that man is ſubje 2 to God, thi 
and thar there is no perfe@ or permanent felicity here on earth,his Lady 4lcydine died , which Ml {ic 
brought him mach ſorrow and affiiQion, hay [ this foy and Conſolation left him, WW h: 
- thathehadby her in marriage, three to his Daughters, named Tequints, Ml th: 
be Baptiffyne and Armoareniba , who aldeit,he hope d prove the ſtayes and comforts of his M8 co: 
© Age, yet they will fnturely afoord him, tar lefſe felicity, and more miſery than he can expe, I =": 
-— £& -— or my Readers (as yet) any way conceive or imagine,che which,to approve and verifiezthey are I »- 
by me prayed to underſtand, and remember, that theſe two youngeſt Daughters B priftins, and g0 
Amaranths, are wonderfull fair and beautifall, of a reaſonable call ature, very fireigbrand I ©: 
flender 3 but Toquints, the eldeft Daughter is of a brown complexion, ſhort, and crook-backt, del 
bathe hath chis ſleighc, that her Tailors art ſerves to deja the defefts, and to cover the de» Wl | 
ofher Nature ; ang ſhe her felfhath the kill ro put on freſh cinRure and complexion Inc 
on her face, vices which che purity and ſigplicity of former Ages were nor acquainted with, or Wl ® 
elſepurpoſely difdained and hated, although the Pride and Yanky of theſe our times do ambi- ry 
tioaſly allowand praftiſe them. Again Taquints is proud and ftately, Sepefpns chollerick, | 
fallen, and revengefull, and Amarawtbs (to the eye and judgement of the World) pleafant os 
and courteous. Have we but alictle patience, and we ſhall ſhortly ſee each of cheſe three Sift- Il © l 
4 ers, appearfin cheir true colours, and in very different wayes to aQ theif ſeveral Parts upon the I © 
. 4+ Srage ®nd Theater ofthis their Hiſtory. _ | 
 "®4* Sereni (ceing himſelf a Widdower, not ſo mach fav of Go& to have any Son to enjoy wh 
+ +his Name and Lands, and all hisehree Daughters to be now capable of Marriage ; He (a3« WW 
—— vident & loving Father) holds it a great point of affe&ion & diſcretion in hins now to leave _ 
"oF i® Mannour Houſe of Cerdwra near Piſteis,and to betake himſelf co live and retfide fn Florence, Wl -_ 
.  hopingthereby with leſſe difficulty, and far more advantage, to look out and provide fir Huſ- ill : 
'7A bands for his Daugbters, anſwerable co their Rank and Degree z which Diſpoſition and Re- W li. 
folution of his pleaſed them well , and adminiftred then cauſe of great content and joy , fith ? 
' it is now grown to acuſtome, and an habit, that young Ladics and Gentlewomen do infi- I « 
nitely defire'to live in great Towns and Cities, w may ſee, 'and be ſeen, and efpccially WF ..- 
in thoſe of Iraly , more than in any Country of the World, where the whole Nobility and noe 
Gentry make all their aboad and relidence, the which indeed is one of the main points , and Nj 
efſentiall reaſons, why their Cities are ſo rich, populous and fair. | bh 
Thus we ſee Streni and his three Daughters by this time.come to Florence, and dwell FI... 


- 


(as' | have formerly faid ) neer the Monaſtery of the Dominican Friers , where his i (.o 
Wealth ,. Birth , and Port, cauſe him co be Viſited and Frequented of the beſt and noblelt FF ; . 
fort, of char City , and as the time of his reſidence, ſo the number of his acquaintance Wy 
encreaſeth , far vertue is capable ro purchaſe Friends every where, and his wealth and" - 


{off 
Daughe®: 
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Hiſt. XXI. Strent and his three unſor tanat Davgbters. 


Jn 


Daughiers beanties like ſo many powerfull Lures and Adawants draw many young gallant 
Genclemen to his Houſe to ſee and ſerve them 3 Where although Baprifiyna and Amarantha, 
are b:loved and ſought in Marriage of many, yet their Father 1s reſolute to marry their eldeſt 
Gifter Taquinta firſt , wherefore when any N blemen or GentIcm:n come to his Houſe, ſhe is 
robeſeen , and courted, but Bapti/tyna and Amarenth#are mewed and faſt locked up in a 
Chamber. They grieve hereat, but they can neither aſfernor remedy thistheir Fathers reſo- 
Jacion , for his word muſtbe their Oracle , and his will their Law. Now beforclI proceed 
archer in the dilation of this Hiftory , as I one way commend Streni” his reſolution to marry 
his eldeſt Daughter firſt, ſo yer in approving his dieretion for her preferment, 1 muſt never- 
theleſs tax his want of aff:&ion, in hindring that of his two youngeft Daughters; Fog a vit 
was a courtelic of him to have Taguninta ſeen of Suters, ſo it was a degree of diF-reſpe&, I may 
fay , of cruclty in him to confine Baptijtyna and Amarantha as Prifoners to their Chambers, 
when divers ot the came purpoſcly and honqurably to his Houſe , both to ſee and ſeck them 
in Marriage. | 
"Bar Irguinte (armed with her Fathers love and authority ) growes cxtreamly imperioug 
and {tatcly 3 She triampheth in conceit to fee her ſelf preferred ot her Father before her Sifters. 
She ſees her two Siſters Baptiftyna and Amarantha are ſued and ſought for in marriage by 
divers Cavaliers, and thz very confideration hereof grievs, and the remembrance afflifts her ; 
bac withall ſhz obſerves that they dare not diſobey , or contradict cheir Fachers command, to 
aff:& or ſpeak with any, and therefore the very knowledge and remembrance hereof, again 
rejoyceth her, As it is a happinels for us to purchaſe friends, fo it is a miſery to loſe them. 
Her Siſters love her, but ſh: loves not them, they are as unworthy of her hatred, as ſhe is of 
their aff:&ion. Nature (inded) hath given her the prerogative, and priviledge , but yer ſhe 
ſhould confider , that they are her Silters,and not her Servants,cand that their blood is hers and 
hers theirs, Iris an argument: of indiſcretion and infolency,tor one Brother or Siſter to think 
themſ:lves better th:n another , But many Gentlewomen who are Siſters , ettecm pride a ſe- 
cond beauty , or atleaſt an excellent Grace and Ocnament to them, and theretore to preferr 
and elevate themſelves , they care not how they diſparage and dejett others. The beauty of 
Baptiftyna and Amarantha isan cye-ſore to Iaquinta, The tree of malice never produceth 
good fruit: It is ftill a happy vertae for us ro check and vanquiſh our own vices, She knows 
that many Gentlemen love them, but ſees and obſerves with grief, that none affe& her, Her 
defire to marry is ſo immodeſtly licentious and boundleſs, as ſhe conld willingly reſolve to ac- 
cept of any Gentleman tor her Hysband , that would be content to take her for his wife : but 
Iacontinency proves {till apzrnicious Counſellor to young Ladies and Gentlewomen. Nows 
as Cantharides flye ſtill ro the faireſt lowers; ſo ſheſces (and indeed infinitly bites the lip, 
and gricves to ſee )that all Lovers and Sautors flyc to one of theſe her two Siſters, and wholly 
abandon and forſake her (elf : but b:ing a woman, ſh: wants not an invention to apply a pre- 
ſent remedy to this her diſcontent and choller. She muſt have her Sifters beauties and brave= 
' ries eclipſed, that hers may appear more bright, and reſplead aud ſhine with more luftre and 
glory : She: knows that Chriftall ſeems precious when Diamonds are not in place; to which 
end, (h2 very paſſionatly , and yet (abtilly works upon the aff-Ctions of her Father , and ob« 
tains of him, rhat as her years, ſo her Apparrell may «<xcell and cxcecd that of her Sifters the' 
which he inconſideratly grants her 3 and this ſhe receives and conceives to be a ſtep to herad- 
vancement, and an obſtacle to theirs. So if they formerly grieved to ſee themſelves imprifo-: 


ſeen of Gentlemen ; So now their diſcontent thereof grows into choller , and their choller 
into rage, to ſee this their elder Siſter Taquinta not only to ſtep ſome degrees beyond them, but 
likewiſe many beyond her ſelf in her apparel]. | 

[t is ever a wiſe and diſcreet vertuz in Parents to diſtribute their favours and aff:&ions equals: 
ly totheir children, or if they chance to aff.& one better than others , at leaſt that they be ſo 
reſerved and cautious, as to conceal it ſecretly to them(ſclves , that the reſt may neither perceive 
nor know it. That Strexi ſought to marry Taquinta before Bapti/tyna and Amarintha Ga I for- 
merly have faid) hedid well, bur yet to make them loſe when they might find and gain a for 
tune, was withall ro be indiſcreer, if not unnaturall. Mens fancicsand affcQions in marriage 
are many times counſelled and led by the eye, as the eye is by the Heart. Same will priſe and at- 
ft beauty withour vertue, others vertue without beauty 3 but where both mcet and concurr, 
tdoth not only pleaſe, bur delight, and ſo joyntly ſympathize co make cach other excellent. 
Many of the beſt and nobleſt Cavaliers of Florence Tove 'Baptiftzna and Amarentha » bus.tiok 


_ : 
B ce xuT; þ-uf 


ned in a Chamber , whilcs ſh: to her content and pleaſure rejozceth both to fee, and to; be... 


lequinta;. orif they ſeem to court Taquinta, it is but with a reſeryed hopeandintent tq n= 
Joy the fight and company of Baptifiyna and Amarantha , but 2g jcaleuſic and. meg ave 
Waycy 
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Gods Revenge againſt »*Murther. 
always four eycs inſtead of two; ſo it isat leaft a torment. if not many deaths, tO Taquints, | 


to ſee her two Sifters to live and be beloved of all Suters, and her ſelf of none 3 the which 
to prevent, and foto ſtop the progreſs of their Triumphe, and conſequently of her own dif. 
content and afflition , ſh: (nor defirous to have two ſuch Starrs of beauty to appear and ſhine 
togzther in the Firmament of her Fathers Houſe in Florence) doth (o ſecretly widermine , and 
ſo cunningly prevail with him , as her two Siſters(when they Ieaſt drcam or think thereof) arg 
by bis order and command ſuddenly ſent away by Coach to his Country Houſe of Cardurg 
neer Pitoia( whereof we haye already made mention )) notwithſtanding all cheir requeſts, ſighs, 
and tcars to the contrary, and there by his appointment to be privatly and diſconſolate] y bur 
up , for any acceſs or converſation of any man whatſoever, and under the charge and cuſtody 
on old ill-favoured B:1dame (ſometimes their School-M ſtris ) named Dowva Malevols. 
Baptiſtyne and Amarantha, being enforced to baniſhment from Florence to Cardura, belieyed 
that ir proceeded as well by the pride and malice of their Siſter Taquinta , asby the ſeverity 
of their Fathers They know not from what Saint to implore aid or allittance , or from what 
int their Art , or Invention tocxpect for hope or redrels hereot ; bur at lengta (being con» 
Frained to make a Vertuec of Neceſlity Ychey brook this their diſgrace , with as mach patience i 
as they may y no way doubting (much leſs diſpairing ) but that a lictle time will work a great 
alteration in their Eſtates and Fortunes ; Bar ſecing a moneth paſt over, and their keeper Mg, Þ ar 
lewola, till more and more bent to reſtrain them ot th:ir liberty , without ſuff:ring them to ſce I he 
or ſpcak with any Stranger , or any ſtranger with them, they arlaſt recolle&, and pluck up I en 
their ſpirits to themſelves, and ſo reſolve to write atair L-rter to their Father , and a pzremp. © | 
tory one to their Siſter Taguinta, to procure their return to Florence , which they do, and Ill 1: 
ſcnd it by one Bernardo a truſty Servant of theirs; Thar to their Father ſpake thus, '* 


BABTISTYNA tit 


BABTISTINA and AMARANTHA to STRENT. 


7 is with much aſtoniſhment and grief to us, that you have ſo ſuddainly baniſhed us from your 
preſence , and from Florence, to live here rather as Priſoners than your Daughters , in your 
Country houſe of Cardura 3 And having the honour to be ſo great a part of your ſelf, we d» ot a 
little wonder , what our Errors or Crimes ſhould be, that"*we muſt te inforced to be deprived I ir 
of that felicity, and ſuffer this miſery, If we have been ſought unto by auy Noblewen or Gentle» I «i 
men, it hath been in the way of marriage, and therefore in that of hynour , and jet we? have (till þ I VV: 
ftridly tyed our fancies to our Duties , aud our affedions to our obelience towards you , that in the Ml hs 
leaſt degree we have not ſwerv'd from your conſent , but have done, and d) jHI inviol.:bly »ake your Ml in 
Pleaſure therein our reſolution , and your will and commands our Law. But we are confident that I ant 
although you are the cauſe , yet our Siſter Jaquinta zs the ſole Author of this our ſorrow/ull and im- I thi 
merited ſequeſtration 3 Who (peradventure) in regard that her beauty comes ſhort of ours , that I fire 
her malice therefore muſt not only exceed the bounds of Reaſon, but of Nature. And altho.gh ſhe allege I doi 
her privilege and Prerogative of years againſt us , yet becauſe our bloud is as good as hers , aud our Ii up 
hearts and education no worſe, therefore we humbly beſeech you to be ſo favourable, and kind rous W thi 
that in regard ber Malice and Pride hath made her our accuſer, and which is worſe.our enemy , that 
you will not make her our Fudge, but that we may ſpeedily resbtain the happineſs to returu and live 
£0 with you in Florence, without which we ſhall aſſuredly either live here in diſpair', or ſhortly dye in 
: Diſcontent and Miſery!: Which requeſt of ours is ſo juſt and equall, as you cannot deny it to us, ei- | 
ther in affetion or nature , much leſs in reaſon or pitty. God ever bleſs you with happineſs , and 
make us happy in your bleſſing, Wou 


BABTISTYNA min 
AMARANT HA. ' Beib, 


Their Letter to their Siſter Taquints depainted theſe paſſions. LLP 


BABTISTYNA and AMARANTHA to JAQVINTA. ing ; 

H 4ving curiouſly examined our thoughts and aQions , we cannot find the leaft ſhadow of cauſty WY prete 
much leſs of Reaſon, why thou ſh1uld't ſo ſharply exaſperat our Father againſt us , fo ſuddenly 10 Waſed 
baniſhandexile us from Florence to Cardura , neither do we think3t is for that we are fairer pw” 


, 


i - pa 7 . — = 
Hiſt.X MI. Streni and his three unfortunate daughter s, 


thy ſelf, but that thou art more maliciows then w, which bath occaſtoned thee, and thou precipitated 


© # £7 
_ 


bim to this ſþarp reſolution ag zinſt 9, If thou art deſirous of a Hucband, let it content thee, that 
gr yet we 0 way intend or deſire to become W ives to any, and therefore if thou wilt not believe us, at 
aſt believe this wrath from us, ihat thou baſt far more reaſon to dou?t thine own baſte, than any way 
to ſuſpe& or fear ours therein, for whiles thou prayeſt for a Huthand, we will firſt make it our 
Prayers #9, God , that ws may be capable and bappy to drſerye good ones. We adviſe thee therefore in 


Lv, cn d counſel thee in /ff-tion and Charity, to conſider ſerionſly with thy ſelf, that we are tby 


Siſters, not thy Servants, much leſ] thive Enemies; endin tbat regard that we are as unworthy of thy 
malice, & unwilling and uncapable to digeſt it, becauſe the priorily of thy years can no way juſtly in- 
woduce an inequality iz eur blood; and if tbou wilt not inforce ws to degenerate from our ſelvs, and 
conſ.quzntly from the nature and off: ion of Siſters, thou ſbalt do us great right, andto thy ſelf more 
reaſon 80 © 4 ſe onr © zther to recall 4 bome to bim , with as much celerity and favour, a be ſent us 
aw4y from him with diſcourte ſte and indignation. 


BAPTISTYNA, 
AMARANTHA, 


The Lackey Bernard) arriving at Forenc!, and having delivered thele rwo Letters to Streni 
and ! :quinta, they breaking up the ſeals chereof, p:ruſed and read over their Contents ; when 
he railing £o fee thze indiſc ecion of theſe his two daughters, attributed this their diſobedi»- 
ence cowards him, and eheir diſcomrent towards their filter Iaquinta, rather to ignorance and 
finplicity, than to malice, and yer he could not but wonder ar this their bold and peremptory 
Leccer feng him 3 But for Isquintay ſhe was fo galled and netled with her two lifters infolenc 
cxcciage and Letter towards her, that ir exceedingly troubled and perplexed her, but eſpecially, 
and tar the more, for that ſhe teared that their Letter to her Father might cauſe him to granc 
rhcic return © Florence, the which to her potſhible power ſhe would no way willingly permit 
or fuffer, as detirous to rule ggd govern her Facher alone , and fo to raign ſole Lady over his 
hkamoars and houſe, without rivals and competicors: ro which end ſhe goes to him, and in 
the ſoiteſt and ſweeteit terms which either her Art, or malice could invent, ſhe extreamly in- 
cenſerh him againſt her Siſters, alledging to him that their ſtay in Cardxra was neceſſary , and 

ir diſubedicnt motion for cheir return to Florence too infolent and infupportable, and that 
f. hoped with confidenoe, that he would not permit their malice ſo unjultly to fall and refleR 
6n her, becauſe ſhe was as innocent as they guilty thereof, and that for any thought and de- 
ir of a hasband ſhe vowed ſhe had none, but that his will and pleaſure ſhould in all things be 
hers, as reſolving both to live under his commands, and co die in his favour and ſervice : 
Waich fizred and treacherous ſpeeches of hers {6 prevailed and vanquiſhed the credulity of 
hze of4 Fa her, yea and fo powerfully.wronght and trenched upon his affeCtion, thac being all 
ivcholler againlt. Bpriſiyna and Amarantha, he reſulves wich himſelf to return them a ſhar 
antwer, and commands Isquints to do the Jike , the which they both write and ſend back to 
them by Zerzards , who returning to Cardara , he defivereth his two young Ladies and Mi- 
ltretles cheſe ewo Letters, and they ſpeedily and privacely recyring themſelves co a clofe ſhad- 
dowed arbour in the Garden, they there with much earneſt deſire and impatiency, firſt break 


up that of their Father, whecrin contrary to their hopes, but not not to their fears, they finde 
this language. 


STRENI to BAPTISTYNA and AMARANTHA. 


I it be not purpoſely to croſs your own good fortunes, you would not ſo raſbly and peremptorily bave 
attempted tn croſs my good intentions and affe(tion towards you, in ſending you to Cardura, bus 
we'd have brooked it with g much patience as 1 ſee you do with diſcontent, and before this alli of yur 
diſchedience, now revealed me in your Letter, I beld you for my Daughters, not for mine enemies, and 
mine ba»ſe of Cardura to be rather palace than a priſon for you : ſo if you know bow il thoſe errors 
of yours become you, you would rather redeem them with repentance and tears, than remember then 
tilver with the leaft theught of delight, or conceit, or ſenſe of joy. Nay think with your ſelver what 
meity it was, what wiſdom it is, for your greens youth 10 preſume ( or to dare to preſume) 10 teach 
My g”ay age bew, or when, to chooſe you busbands, when God knows that neither your years, nor your 
a} cretion, do as yet make your capable totbink of husbands ; and if you have any Judgement remain= 
Ing in you, then j udpe with your ſelves bow falſe and incongruou your reaſons are, when in words you 


uſed me with fn ſmall reſpefi, ſee again with how much untrub and envy you abuſe your ſiſter Jaquinta, 
Pho to my anualedge 18 &s innacent of thoſe falſe aſper ſions of pride and malice 1cwards you,as your ſclues 
| E e | are 
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Pretend 10 obey my commands, and yet in effefts you wilfully oppoſe and contradif them. And having. 
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are guilty of them toward ber, fitb {be loves nothing more, and you aff-&t.gothig lefs than humility 

and charity, their contraries ; for believe me, I finde ber 20 be yeur t1ne friend, and y ur ſelves to by” 
the greateſt and only enemies to your ſelyer 3 for otherwiſe you cannot live in the ſmabeſt degree of dew 

ſpair, diſcontent, or miſery, becauſe fuch My cart of your education and maintinance , that no you 
Ladies of Tuſcany, and few of Italy, of yOur rank and quality, are brought uf in m re bravery, dee. 

. light, and honor, the which my inaulgency and affeciion ſhall flill comtinne to you, if your diſobediengy Ml 

and folly henceforth give me no farther motive #0 the centrary : and therefore as you tender my bleſſing, Ml 
I charge youto mske it your delight and practice to think of God, not of busb and: ; of your love to yeunei, + 
ſiſter Jaquinta, not cf ber batred 20 you; andof your Prayer-books, your Lites, and your Needles,andiW-. 
not of ſuch vain conecits, and paſſions, wherewith you have ſinffed and farced up your Letter tro ma; WM 
the which, together with the C:py of this of mine #0 you, T now incloſe and return 1 your Grown 
Malevola, that ſhe hereafter may be more carefull of your conduction and carriage, and tht you gime 
more bours to diſcretion and boneur, xd leſs to ialeneſs and vanity, to the exd that ſhe ſeeing ber fault 
in yours, ſbe may thereby the better futurely know bow to teach, and you bow to learn to reform them. And 
ſo I beſeech God mho bath made you my Dangbters, to bleſs, and make you bis faitbfu? ſervants. 
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They having thus peruſed their Fathers Letter, and feen his ſpleen and paſſions toward 
them, th:y cannot ſo much accuſe him of choller, as chey delieve they hive reafon to con- 
d.mn thei: faſter I:quintz of cruelty cowards them 3 wheretore with more ſpeed than affeQion, 
and wich more halte then charity, they likewiſe break up the ſeals of her Leeter, wherein ſhe 
greets them thus. | 


JAQUINTA to BABTISTYNAandAMARANTHA. 


RET... "ana os me dm; ivnaocilier. am as ws wo it. mie ww_ Tk. , "——— 


[| Am ſo far from incen ſing, or precipitating our F ather againſi Wi, - T vow to God, and to you, thy 

bit ſending of you from Florence to Cardura, was #20t only without my conſent, but without my 
knowledge ; aud for calling in queſtion either the thrught of yuur beauties, or of my bhnisbandr, you 
equal'y wrong me, and the irmth therein; for it that moſt whereof I trouble my heart and minde lea} 
and therefore my hb. ſte to marry comes infinitely (hort of your jealcufte and fear; and except it be out of 
your pride and malice, of Siſters to become mine enemies herein, 1 know no cauſe #n Nature, and hi 
reaſon in Grac?, mby thoſe faiſe ſuggeſtions of yours ſhould fall within the compaſs of your conceit,, o 
tboſe untrue ſcandals within the power of your beart and pen, and it is a vain a ridiculous eitby 
for your love or counſell ever to think ts make me belicyc or conceive the contrary, As for th: priority of 
my years, it ſhall n.ver make m: eſteem worſe of you than of my ſelf ; for my eanſcience to God, and 
my actzons #0 the world ſhall fill make it apparent, that al:bougb you contemaa my friendſhip, I will 
yet corroborate and cberiſh yours, and that there ſball want no good*will or zeal in me, that ( accord 
ing to your deſires and cxpeotation ) our F ather do not ſpeedily recall you from Cardura to Fforence, 
where your preſence ſhall ſtill be my bappineſs, aud your company my content and felicity : And exiejt 
your d:portments and carriage'tgwards me give menot benceforth Juſt cauſ” to divert me from tbis ſiſterh 
sffection 8nd reſolution, I am conſtantly reſolved b:th to live and die in the ſame. 

JAQUINTA. 


= Bupriiſtynaand Amaranth having thus read and conſidered theſe two feycrall Letters of their 
"Father and Siſter Jaquinta, they arc infinircly incenſed and chollerick to fee his difcourtelit, | 
and her dillutulaticn and ci ucley rowards them, in that they muſt be enforced to live a ſolitary 
countrey litein Cardzra,whiles the triumphs in pride, and flaunts it out in bravery in F lorenc 
and as they much repine and murmure at his diſ-affeQion, ſo they infinitely diſdain and com fl 
plain of her impericus courſes and carriage towards them, adding no beliet to her Letter, but | 
judging it tobe hypocritical. They pity the weakneſs of their Fathers judgement, in ſuffer- 
Ing himſclf to be to violently tranſported and carried away by the ſubrile policy and ſecret 
malice of theirfiſter towards them; wherein alchough their duty and obedience do ſome wy 
excuſe his age, yet their blood and beauty can no way poſlibly diſpence with the pride and | 
malice of her youth, which they hourly ſee confirmed and made apparent in the unaccuſtom* | 
ed ftri&t and hard uf age of cheir Governeſs Adulevwsls towards them, which with her beſt en- 
devours and ambition ſought as w-lI co captivate theic minds as their perſons, by making her 
ſelf to be as much their Gaoler as their Governeſs ; but they vow to rc quite her unkindnelh, | 
and to revenge their Siſter Faquints's cruelty towards them : They ſee her deformity in their” 
beauty, her mzlice in their love, and her prid- in their humilicy ; fo they alter the coth®.) | 
| 0 
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-Hit.X XI: Streni and his 4þree uf 
: ot their natural effetion, and now declih Inſtead of aling, in fiſterly love and charity 
tawards this their ftitier. I o go retrograde in-vertae, 15:to'po torwards in vice; for ag-It i8 the 
| Snack, fo it 18 the duty of Chriſtians to render good'for-evil » but notevil for good : yes, all. 
* contrary Examplcs and Axioms are iil taughtyand Wbrſe practiſed,and it is to be fearcd , that 
: theend chereot will produce at leaſt ſorrow, it.got mitery and deftruttion. | Ry 
>, But Boptifizzz and Amarantba are too yornſhnd wiltull ro make good uſe of their ſifter 
aquinta's bad afte&ion. and malicious carriage. towards them; for elſe, had they had as 
much wir as beauty, or as much afteQion as malices they would then flie that which they fol- 
ow, arid dereft this bloody defign and refolution of theirs, which they now intend to em- 
brace and putin prattice. They are weary of their Sikers hard uſage of them, they cannot 
digeſt her imperiouſneſs and pride, and (inall outward ſemblanceand ap earance) it they 
ftay from Marriage till (be be married, they may all die Maids, and as our ngliſh adage poes, 
Whip Apts is Hell for company... They prefer their beauty before hers, as much as ſlie doth her 
ap. before theirs, and deetning ic impoſſible for them to have Husbands ere ſhe be a wife, they 
thereupon abandon all reaſon and.religion, and fo at one time begin both to deſire and to 
plot her death 3 and of theſe two wretched fifters Bap1iſiyns is the moſt forwards in this their 
tended deplorable buſineſs ; for ſhe is ſo weak with God, and Satan fo firong with her, that 
ſhe ſays oiren to her ſelf, ſhe can reap no content in this world, before her filt:r 7 1quinta lee 
another. It were better for us not ty foreſee a ſin, than ſecing it, not to prevent , but perp2- 
rare it. To which end, ſhe purpolely leis fall ſome words to her fifter Amgeranthe tending and 
bending that way 3 but Amzaranba is to0 courteous to be {.- cruel, and to religious, to be ſo 
- ont79gic ut and di:bolical to any, elpccially to herfiſter : had ſhe lived in the piety, and per- 
ſcyered in the integrity of this opinion and contcience, prradventure, her days had ſeen bet- 
ter fortunes, and her end ben freed trom lo much miſery, It is not enough for us to be vertu= 
ous and godly, except we religiouſly and taithtully concinne therein; for conflancy in all good /.... 
and pious ations, makes men and women excellent, and of being wholly mortal, to become. VI 
(in « manner) partly divine : But (to report Truth in her naked colours) A marsntba is too ; ; 
neak to refift her [1ſter Beptiſiyn2's ſtrong temptations and perſwaſions. It is an excellentver- 
l weand happineſs in us, to hive our ears {tall open to good counſel, and ſhut to that which is 
evil and pernitious; bur Am zrantha hoping and defiring to gain a good Husband, makes her 
ina ſmall time conſent to the loſs of a bad lifter; and now ſhe is therefore fully reſolved to 
| joyn with B aptiſtyna to make Iaquinta away. Good God, what cruelty, rage and barbarifm 
| ls ir, for ewo Sitters to refu]ye to murther their third ! But this is not all ; for we fhall ſee mores _ 
p blood ſpilt upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory, before we ſee the Cataſtrqghe thereof. Theſe *» - 1 
A AE unnatural young G:ntlewomeny having age {wapt a bargain wig the Devil, to dif &S * 


p'..h their Siſter Faquints, they now confi Son the manner thergof, whether or no, 
they ſhould performic with ponyard or poyſoWbur 'at laſt they agree upon poylon , but ' _ , | 
diſagree. which of them ſhall adminiſter ic to her, and if there were any ſpark of grace re- . 
maining in either of theſe two bloody minded Siſters, it was in Amaranthe; for ſhe cannot 
finde in her heart or conſcience todo ir, and yet ſhe is ſo graceleſs and impious, as fhe freel 
pives way to the performance of this bloody FaQt ; fo in the end, they fall upon this ungodly 
reſolution, that lots muſtdecide it , thus the deyiſ holds, and they as his internal FaRtors and 
Agents, draw them, and ic falls to Baptiſiyne to doit. Byy hereere they proceed farther in the 
progrels of this lamentable buſineſs, and how to ex*<cute tt 3 they are now afſaild with a doube .. 
and difficulty of no mean importance; for as they hold ic requilite for them to perform this | 
murther in Florence, ſo they know not how to eſcape. from their watchfull Governeſs Male- 
vila from Cardura : but they are women, and therefore they will be induſtrious in' their ma- 
lice 3 they are Ladies, and therefore they will be fwiftand ſybtile in their revenge 3 for having 
g0:d (though not their liberty at theic commrnd) they reſolve that the firſt ſhall ſpeedily:pro- 
cure the ſecond : To which end, they, by their ſervant Bernardo, ſecretly hire a Coach for four 
ackatoons, the next night co carry them away very cloſely and privately from Cardure to 
Flirence, and with ſo many more to corrupt the Gardiner to give him the Key of the Garden 
Poſtern gate ; both which (with much care, fidclity, and filence) he effefterh, being him- 
felf only by them appointed to attend, and commanded to accompany them in 'this their 
ourney>, 1 ION 
Theſe two revengefu!l Siſters having thus giyen order for their eſgape, andſecretly packed 
"us ſuch things as they held neceſſary to carry with them, afſoon as their Governeſs Mdalevols 
2 Yin bed and faſt a{leep, who was as innocent as they were guilty of this their clandeſtine 


a Eparture, In comes Bernardo about midnighr' to their Chember doorg'to which giving a 
be” loft knock, they preſently deſcend the ſtairs with him to the: Garden, and from thence to the 
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Coach, wherein (eating themſelves, ny leave Cardura, and fo with great ſpeed drive away for 
Florence , where they artive at their Fathers houſe, betwixt nine or ten of the clock. the next 
morning, he much wondering, and their Sifter 74qsint2 extreamly perplexed and grieved at 
this their ſudden and unexpeted arrival, they caſt themſelves at their Fathers fecr, and crave 
his bleſſing and excuſe,but he receives them with more anger than joy, & ſo gives them frowng 
and checks inſtead of kiſſes : he hears their reaſons of their unlooked for departure from Car- 
dura, which he rejeAsboth with contempt and choller, ſharply reproves their diſobedience, 
and voweth ſpeedily co return them ; they anſwer him, that his preſence is the ſole felicity and 
glory of their life, and that they had rather die with him in Florence, than live without him 
in Cardura. As for their Siſter Jaquinta, ſhe dillembles her love to them, as they do their ma«: 
lice towards her; for whiles ſhe ſecretly wiſheth them out of Florence, fo (in counterchange) 
do they as filently wiſh and defire her in heaven: but after a day or two was paſt over,then their 
hypocriſie and diſlimulation was ſuch each to other , as (tothe eye of the world) ic ſeemed 
they could not be better friends,nor dearer or kinder fiſters,then now they were ; ſo artificially 
could all of chem overveil their malice,and fo cunningly could they conceal their different in- 
centions, thereby the bctter to compoſe their countenances and ſpeeches. But when Taquints 
again perceives that the gallants of Florence do afreſh repair and flock to her fathers houſe, pur- 

| polely to negle& her, and to admire and adore the excellent beauties of theſe her two younger 

| fiſtere, then her old jealcuſie revives, and inflames her new malice towards them ; ſo as withall 


her power and art, (he again ſecretly tampers with her Father, either to return them again to 
Cardara, or to contra and eſpouſethem to a Nunnery, that ſhe might thereby triumph alone 
at her pleaſare, and being then ſole Heit to all his Lands and Eftate, might Wed her 1e]t co the c 
greater fortune,and nobler husband ,and ſhe wanted neither ſighs nor tears to draw him to this 


———— _ — — 


| her earneſt delire and refolution. | ( 
| This is not ſo ſeoretly born betwixt their Father 8& Sifter Taquints, but Baptifiyna, and Amar 
| rantha have preſent and pregnantnotice hereof, the which ſtrongly and fully co prevent, they l 
. now (encouraged and animated by the devil ) reſolve to reduce,and draw their bloody contem- Fr 


plation into ation,f ſo (with more haſte than goed ſpeed) to diſpatch their filter for heaven, NF 
becauſe they loved Florence, diſdained Cardura, and above all(from their hearts & ſouls ) inh- | 
nitely deteited to ſpend and end their days in a Nannery ; when neither having the fear ot God 
in their hearts, nor his Juſtice or Judgements before their eyes, «merantha buys the poylon, 
and Baptiſtyns adminittrerk it to their {iſter Iaquints, in a Lemmon poflet, which they obſerved 
{he ofcen uſed to drink in the Sammer time, 1o that ſome ten days after ſhe died hereo*, when 
none but God, belides them, was witneſs of this their unnatural and bloody buiinefs : So they 
| rejoyce as much as their Father grieves and forrows hereat, and eow they are alone, and domi- 
neer at their pleaſures in their Fathers houſe at Florence, without Rivals or Competitors : but 
Gcd is as jult as they areſinfu}, and therefore they ſhall reap but poor and*miſcrable fruits of 
this their bloody viRory. For within leſs than fix weeks after the deplorable death of Iaquints, 
a ſudden languiſbing fickneſs oretakes and furprifeth Bapriſizzs, ſo as the white tinRure of her (| 
face looks yellow, and the freſh Roſes and Lillies of her beauty did exceedingly fade, & wither | /» 
of the Jaundies : A ſickneſs which I think God ſent her purpoſely to puniſh her for that exe 
crable crime of hers in poyſoning her Siſter. But the beauty of Beptiftyna cannot be ſo much 
eclipſed or deformed, as that of Armarantha daily grows more delicioully ſweer, and {weetly 
. delicious and amiable; fo as all thoſe Nobles and Gallants of Florence and Tuſcany, who come 
to ſeek Streni his Daughters in Marriage, do infinitely prefer Amarentha bgfore Bxptiſtyna, and 
paſſionarly defire the firſt, as much as they now {leight and negle& the ſecond : Boptiſiyns is 
not ignorant hereof, but jſees it with grief, obſerves it with ſorrow, and remembers it with 
choller and indignation; and yet ſhe ſecks and ſtrives to conceal ic from her Father, and to dif- 
ſcmble it to her Siſter Amaranth. She in this wane of her beauty and joy begins now to parti- 
cipate of her dead ſiſter Iaquinta's living hamors and conditions ; ſhe is now become the el 
lifter, and and: ore will not permic or ſuffer her younger to be her mate, or equal, much leſs her 
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OI ſuperior ; andalthough her lickneſs hath deprived her of agreat part of her beauty, yet it hath 

ES no way dininiſhed, but rather increaſed and augmented her defire to Marry;ſhe envies the fight 

| and fame of her ſiſter Amarenbe's beauty, as much as ſhe Ilamentech the decays, and pittieth che ( 
ruins of her 0 z and both grieves. and ſcorns to ſee ſo many Gallents court and ſeek her 
in Marriage,” none her ſelf : Now as pride and malice (for the moft part) are infe- 

| parable Companions , ſo her diſcontent hereat made her ſo devilliſhly malicious, 4b ſhe 
ſecretly vows to her ſelf, that ſhe could almoſt finde in her heart to make Amarantbs by 
as well a Companion of Iaquints's Fortune, as of her blood, but God then preſenting her | 5 

firſt Murther co her eyes and remembrance, the Devil was not then enough prevalent hr 
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,owertul with her ro draw htr to conc ive or commit aſecond. Thus not being willing LO 
add murcier to murthe:, and ſo co gallop in ttead ot pacing to hejl and deftruRion, ſhe ne» 
vercheleſs determinacely i efoIves to emulate and imirate the «Qions ot her dead Siſter Iaquints, 
rewards her living . ne Amarsntba; and yet ſo to wieak her malice and revenge on her, as 
cloſely to infinuate, and under hand ſurreptitioully to prevail with her Father, that ſhe be 
ſpeedily cclipled, and again ſent away to Card#ra, under ihe guard and cuſtody of Malevla, 
the which ſhe etfeRually and briefly obtaineth of him; ſo our young and fair Amearaniba 

(though infinicely againſt her will) is now enforced to leave Florence, and ſuddenly (when 
the leait thought or dreamed thereof )is again confined and baniſhed to Cardwra,notwithſtand- 

ing all her ſighs tears, and prayers to her Father to the contra y. 

Amaramha ( wich. much ſorcow and more indignation) being arrived at Cardura, ſhe is 

nota li:tle perplexed and grieved thereat, but rather exceedingly diſcontented with her Fa- 

ther, and infinitely incenſed againſt her Silter Boptiſtyza tor the ſame, as well knowing thae 

ir wholly proceeded from her meer pride and malice towards her ; the which the now doth nog 
conceal,bur make apparant to her old Beldam Governeſs Afalevola,both in her looks,ſpecches, 

and ations. She wondreth that her Sitter is ſo inconſiderate of her ſelf, and fo imperious 

and bitcer rowards her an.!how it is poſſible for her fo ſoon to forget either their joynt crime, 

or their ſeveral danger {or their ſo inhumanely and cruelly poyſoning their elder Sifter 1a- 

quinta 3 the conlideration and remembrance whereof is ot fo ſharp and bicter digeſtion to 

her, as ker choughts yow to her heart, and her heart ſwears to the Devil, that ſhe neither can 

nor will long encure it ; ya, the time ſeerns ſo irkſom to her, and her ſtay in Cardars 

ſo infinitely long and tedious, as if hours were years, and days ages, that ſhe often thought 

to fieal away from thence to Florence . either on tot or horle-back , and ſo to have put her 

ſelf into fome diſguiicd appare!, that none (Lould know thereof before ſhe came to her Fa- 

the:8 houſe and preſence : but ac laſt contidering , that her reputation and fortune might 

ſuffer much in this aRion, ſhe holds it noc amiſs, rather convenient, firſt to write to her Fa- 

ther and Siſter, to ſee if her Lerrters may prevail with them for her return , the which ſhe 

doth, and ſends tem to them to Florence by her old truſty feryant Bernarde, 

Her Letter to her Father b:wrayed theſe paſſions. 


AMARANTHA to STRENI. 


TY obedience bath not diſerved ſo much contempt and hatred, as that (without cauſe or reaſen ) you 

ſhould ibus again baniſh me from Florence to Cardura; and with how much grief and ſor- 
row I digeſt it, I can better relate with diſcontent, than conceal with patience : How dear your ſight 
end preſence was, and ever ſhall be #0 me, if you will not know, and withall remember, God doth 5 for 
my ſou! appeals unto bim, and my beart to Heaven, that I made it tbe chiefeft life of my Joy, and the 
ſweeteſt joy of my life 3 5s as if you are not the cauſe, I am ſure my Sifter Baptiſtyna is of this ( mn= 
&ſerved ) cruelty towards me, wb ont of her pride, ambition, aud malice, ftrives to be ar unnatn- 
rally imperious to me, as my dece«ſ:d Siſter Jaquinta was both to ber ſelf and me. The remedy bereof is 
every ray wortby ef you, as you are my Father, andof my felf, as God and Nature have mads me 
yur Daughter 3 for if you will not permiie me to reſpire and breath the yr of Florence, I will ſbort- 


diſcontent, and that aimoſt to utter deſpair. 
| AMARANTAA 
Her Letter to her Siſter Baptiſiyns carried this Meſſage. 
AMARANTHA to BAPTISTYNA. 
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he pay thou not be contented to live bappy in Florence, bus that thau muſt need: conftrain 

our Fatber to make me live miſerable here in Cardura? Is our Siſter Jaquinta's blood already 
wid, or is the memory as well ar the manner and cauſe of ber death already of thee forgotten, and ſo 
the || '*4d up in the duſt of ber Grave ? Fudge with thy ſelf ( if tþow art not wholly as devoid of Tudge- 


| ett, os of affition and charity ) what a palpable, yea what a groſs and ſottiſÞ vice it u in 


her thee, bereby to make thy ſelf both guilty of ber pride, and Heir apparent te ber malice. I re- 
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h haz.zrd my life to enjoy that of heaven : for #lready this my enforced exile bath brought me to extreaws © 


ember 94 ingretefall crimes and vices of bers towards 9 with pity, and I pity »heſe of thy ſelf to 
ne with ation, in that than wilt not ſuffer me 10 live at the courteſie of thy tongue , when. ubou 
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Gods revenge againt Murther. 


Jo uncharitable or wndiſcreet to my ſelf, to wiſh 1bee any difſaſter or danger to the prejudice of mine 


well knoweſt that thy life ſtand: at the mercy of mine; Not that I ans either ſo maliciows to thee , or 


own bappineſs, and ſafety ; for I deſire all peace, offeGion, and atonement betwixt us : the which if 
theu wilt grant me, by cauſing cur Father ſpe:dily to recall me bome to Florence, be ſball then ſee, and 
thow aſſuredly finde, that I will be a much thy Handmaid « thy Siſter, and that I will far ſooner both 
hope end proy for @ good Huhand for thee, thaw for my ſelf : but if thou deny me this courtefie, then 
blame not me, but thy ſelf, if the event and iſſue of this thy cruelty come 200 ſhort of thy bopes, and {o 
(prradveniure flie a pitch far beyoud thy expeciation, 


AMARANTHA; 


Bernardo being thus charged by his Lady Amarantha,for the ſafe and ſpeedy delivery of theſe 
her two Letters, as alſoto procure her Fathers and Siſters Anſwers to them, he rides away to 
Florence, where he is no ſooner arrived at Streni his houſe, but meeting with the young Lady 
Baptiftina; and thinking to deliv-r her Letter (whether it were out of haſte, or misfortune, 
orboth_) he delivers her her Fathers Letter, in ſtead of her own, the which ſhe well obſerving, 
fhe haſtily and purpoſely breaks up the Seals thereof, and filently reads'ic to her ſelf;. whereat 
growing firſt red with choller, and then again pale with envy, ſhe folds it up, and committing 
ic to her pocket, turns to Bernard, and demands htm for her Siſter « Amerantha's Letter to her 
ſelf ; for (quoth ſhe) that which I have already read and peruſed, is hers to my Father; when 
Bernards (as much amazed at his error, as afflifted at his fooliſh fimplicity) reading the di- 
reQion of the ſecond Letter, and finding her ſpecches and his miſtaking truc, he then gives 
her her own Letter and deſires back the other for her Father, as alſo both their anſwers there- 
unto, for his Lady and Miſtreſs Amarsnths ; whereunto, when ſhe had peruſed her own Letter, 
ſhe (with diſdain in her looks, and malice in her eyes) tears her Fathers Letter before Bernar- 
do's face, and then returns him this bitter Anſwer : Tel that proud Girl thy —_— from mt, 
that it is my Fathers pleaſure and mine, that ſþe (hall ſtay in Cardura and not ſee Florence till ſbe 
receive other order from #5 ; and for any further anſwer, either from our Father, or my ſelf, it u bat 
8 vanity and a folly for berto expe: And ſo (in much choller and indignation) ſhe flies from 
him, and violently throws faft the door againft him. Bernards, not expeRing ſuck ſharp and 
cold entertainment, and ſeeing ir now wholly impoſſible for him to have any acceſs 
to Streni, or anſwer from Baptiſtyna, he Teaves Florence, and ſpeedily returns to Cardwre to his 
Lady Amarantha,to whom he punQually and fully relatesthe bitter reply,and ſharp and proud 
anſwer which her Siſter B2p1iſtyna had given and fent her,and leaveth nor a ſyllable un=rehear- 
ſed, but only filenceth his mittaking, in giving of her her Fathers Letter in ſtead of her own, 
as right now we unde: ftood. 

Amarantha is all inflamed with choller at this prom and cruel carriage of her Siſter Bop- 
tiftyna towards her, yea the remembrance thereof, ſo tranſporteth her thoughts with envy, 
and her heart with revenge againſt her, that ſhe vows ſhe neither can, nor will brook it at her 
hands ; and here, not hearkning either to Reaſon,or Religion, or to her Conſcience,or Soul, 
ſhe now violently ſeduced, and exaſperated by the Devil, doth refreſh and revive her old ma- 
lice, and reſumes her former prenictous reſolutions to her Siſter Baptiſlyna : She hath neither 
the wit, much leſs the grace, to conlider, That choller increaſeth her own torment and mi- 
ſery, and that it we var:quiih not our own malice and revenge, it is more to be feared than 
doubted, thac it wiil in che end both vanquiſh and ruineus. She hath formerly conſented to 
poylon hereldeft Siſter Jaqzzints, and now ſhe likewiſe vows , thae ſhe will cauſe her elder NI. 
Siſter Beptiſiyna eicher to be poyſon'd or piſtoll'd to death ; but which of theſe to make choice 
of as yet ſhe is icrefoJutc, and upon this bloody buſine(s her thoughts run inceffantly to he! 
heart, as ſo many lines to their centre. O thac ſo young a Lady, and ſo ſweet a beauty ſhould 
make her ſelf accefſary and guilty of fo faul and inhumane crimes ; but this I may write to her 

ſhame, and the Reader may pleaſe to cbſerve it to his comfort, and retain to his inſtruftion3 
That had ſhe had the grace to have been formerly ſorrowfull and repentans for her firſt Mur- 
ther, ſhe had then never proceeded fo far, as to have made her ſelf guilty of contriving 
reſolving a ſecond. 1 | 

Beptiſtyna hath a Chamber-maid named Pierys, of ſome twenty four years old, who Wi 
far more fair than rich, as being beic to much beauty, though to no lands, or eftace ; and hi 
ving heretofore for ſome trivial reſpe&s ſometimes incurred the anger anddifpleaſure of h& 
Lady, and for the ſame received many a ſharp word, and bitter blow from her, as being * 
freer Gentlewoman of her hands, than of her purſe : She now accidentally chancing to break 

a fair rich Looking-glaſs of kers, her Lady doth not only exceedingly beat her, buy alſo wit?” 
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Hiſt. X XI. Strent and his three unfortunate daughters, 


out pity or humanity draws and drags her by the heir about her chamber, and then again and 

again kicks her wich her foot. Pzerya's heart is not ſo ill lodged, nor her extration and qua- 
licy ſo contemptible, bat that ſhe is very ſenſible of this her diſgrace, as holding her fault far 
inferior to her correion, and therefore diſdainicg any longer to ſerveſo cruel a miſtreſs , ſhe 
very privately packs up her apparel, leaves Florence, and flies to Cardura , forſakes Bopriftyna, 
and (o refolves henceforth to live and die with her younger Siſter Amarantha : But as there 
are many of both theſe places, who report that it was only her hatred to Bptiſins, and her 
affetion to Amarantbs, which drew her to this reſolution ; yer there are divers others both 
of Florence, Cardura, and Piftsia, who (better acquainted with Pierys, and her ſecrets) have 
ſolidly affirmed to me, that it was wholly her affe&tion to Bernards, which was the trueſt rea» 
ſon, and firongeſt motive thereof , and the event ard iſſue of this Hiſtory, will confute the 
ficſt, to confirm this ſecond opinion of theſe her deliberations and reſolutions ; For, for the 
rerm of at leaſt three or four years heretofore, Pierye was known to be paſſionatly in leve with 
B-raardo, and ſhe had imployed many friends towards him, to perſwade and draw him to 
marry her 3 but he was fi1]] as averſe, as ſhe forward in this ſute : For although he were ena- 
moured of her beauty, and loved her tall and {lender perſonage, yet he hated her poverty, and 
(becauſe of ſome ſmall Lands and means he had) as he thought himſelf too good to be ker 
Husband, fo ſhe in regard of her beauty, youth and chaſtity, Byth highly and infinitely dif- 

dained to be his ſtrumpet ; and indeed the paſſage and p o:eſs of theſe their affeQions was not 
fromtime to time unknown to Amaraniha. Pierya is as welcom to Amarantha, as Ba tiſtyng 
is forrowfull for her deparcure, and the youngeſt lifter now entertains her with as i curte= 
lie, as che eldeſt formerly retained her with cruelty : As for Bernardo, he inwardly delighes, 
though outwardly will not ſeem to rejoyce in her company, and ſo gives her his eyes, though 
not his heart ; And for Pierys, her carriage was ſo modeſt, and yet wickal fo reſpeRive to him, 
asif ſhe endeavoured to make it her chiefeſt ambition and glory, that her vertues and chaſtity 
ſhould make as true and as perte& a conqueſt of his heart, as her beauty had of his eyes : As + 
for Baptifiyna (her Qnondems Lady) ſhe is now angry with her ſelf, as ſoon as ſhe knew of her | 

departure from her ; but when ſhe underſtands that P3erya is fled to Cardura, and lives with 
her diſcontented lifter Amaranths, then (under hand) ſhe makes fireng means to her return 
again to her ſervice, intimating to her, that ſhe is ready to redeem her tormer diſcourtefie to- 
wards her, both with acknowledgement and requital. Bur theſe her hopes will deceive her, 
for ſhe will finde, that errours are not fo foon repaired as committed, and that her want of 
kindneſs to her Chamber-maid Pierya may in the end (perchance) prove cruelty to her ſelf. 
Pierya is deaf to all theſe her requeſts, and endeavors rather to tic her ſelf to Amarentba her new 
effcQion, then to Bapriſtyns her old unkindnels, as preferring the courteſie of the firſt tro the 
choller 2nd indignation of the ſecond. On the other ſide, &rmaranthz is glad of this reſoly- 
tion of her new Maid, Piery2; for the Devil being Rill at her elbow, he continually ſets fire to 
her malice,% (as an infernal incendiary) perpetually blows the coals to her revenge againſt her 
Siſter Byptiffyns3 yea, and now he ſo captivateth her ſoul, and extinguiſheth her devotion and 
zeal towards heaven, that write it with pity and ſorrow, and not with paſſion, but compaſſi- 
on) ſhe had neither the power to pray, nor the happineſs or grace, either to frequent the 
Church for Gods ſake, or to defire Gods preſence and. aſſiſtance for her own: No, no, Such 
thoughts of piecy were far from her prophane thoughts and mindez for as ker beſt blood, fo 
her beſt z:al was now corrupted and polluted with revenge towards her Siſter. And here, as 
a wretched Lady and a bloody Siſter, ſhe doth yet far worſe: For (by the Devils ſuggeſtion) - 


 theafſumes this horrible reſolution, not only to engage and hazard her ſelf, but others there- 


in, as (he took a pride, and conceived a glory ,not to ſhipwrack her ſelf alone,but to confound 
and eaſt away others with her for company in this prodigious and lamentable buſineſs of hers 
The manner is thus : 

She knows, that by reaſon of her ſtriR exile in Cardura, the muſt needs employ ſome FaRtors 
and Agents, either to poyſon or murther this her Siſter Bapriſtyus in Florence; and therefore 
ſhe thinks none ſo fit and proper to attempt and perform it, as her old truſty ſervant Bernards, 
and her new Maid Pierya bis Sweet-heart, whom (by degrees) ſhe purpoſely draws and obli- 
geth to her by gifts and promiſes ; and her reaſon for this conceit and opinion of hers, thas 
they will concur with her in this bloody FaR,is derived from this foundation and | anprorgoacy 
Love and Money may eaſily a& wonders in the hearts and ming of choſe who delire the one, 
and want the other ; as alſo, for that ſhe perfe@ly knows , that for many years Pierys hath 
deeply loved Bernardo, and dearly defired and wiſhed him for her Huzband, and that he hath 
ever affe&ed her, bur only diſliked her poverty : Wherefore believing that ſhe would do much 


Þr the obtaining of this Huzband, and he for preferment and geld, ſhe is reſolute in m——_ | 
is 
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Book V. 


this her bloody propoſition to them'3 when nor caring any more to write to her Father , the is 
now 328 haity as bloody in her malice and revenge towards her Siker ; and fo impatient 08 de- 
lay (and without any ſur: he: conhtideration wich her {eIt,or confulcation <1ther with her ſoul, 
or with God) he taking time at advantagefirlt breaks with Pzerys about this bloody tufineſs, 
adding withal, that her detire and re{olution is to have her Siitgr B2ptiſtyng ſtifled in her bed p 
Fur now the Devil hath cali off her retojutions from Poyſun or Ponyard ; to which 
eff: &, the promiſeti to gain her Bernardo to her Husband, ard to give them where- 
withall to maintain them.eives well being Married, it the will conſene with him to 
undercake and perform her requett : which proffers and promiſes of her Lady do ſound 
{© ſrwecily in poor Pierya's cars , and work lo deep an invpreſſion in her heart, eſpecially 
that ſhe (hall hereby ©nJoy Bernardo tor her Husband , whom ſhe Joves far dearer than 
her own life, that being wholly vanquiſhed with the coniideration thereof, 38 alſo in- - 
chanted with the ſweer melody of her Ladics ſugred perſwalions, (he (wichou: any fear 
or th2ught oi God, as an inconliderate and graceleſs Maiden) yields to her ungodly and 
inhumane requelis; who than ſwearing her to fecrecie, ſhe within a day or two after, likewiſe 
boardeth her te vant Bernards upon this bloody bulineſs, the which if he will perform for 
her, and take Prevya to his wife, ſhe faichfully promiſeth to give him an hundred and 
fifty Dukatoons ot yearly AnmMity , during his lif-, and to remain thi ir trae and con- 
ſtant triend for ever. Ar firſt Berrzardo wondereth and ſtaggereth at the hearing of this 
cruel and I:mentable projet, as amaz:d and aftoniſhed thereat, as if he were now ſo 
g-50d a Chriſtian, that Grace triurphed above Narure in his heart, and God above Sa- 
ran in his foul ; bur ar latt, bcing deeply enamoured of Pierya's delicate youth and beauty, 
which he likes wel!, and of this y-arly ſum of gold for their waintenance in Marriage, 
which he loves dearly, he (forgetting himfelt, and which is worſe, God) without any 
further ruts or rumination, gives his Lady Amarentha his tree conſent and promiſe toperform 
both her req 1eſts, as well of the Murther as Marriage. Whereupon ſhe carries him to her 
Cloſet, and there calls for Pierys, and acquaints her with her and Bcrnard:'s conelufion ; So in 
her preſence, they (by joyning of hands) contraQt themſelves each to other , and chen the 
all chree do ſeversIly and joyntly ſwear fecreite, as alſo punRually to. accompliſh this which 
they have concluded : When this wretched and :xecrable Amarantha (the fakter and Rronger 
to tic them to her defires and their promiſes) opens a Casket of hers, and gives each of them 


; 

m—_—_w =» 
' " i AAA AA AAA AAA AAS 
p—  ———— 


Gods revenge againit Muntber. 


fully promiſeth to reward them with ſo much more as ſoon as they have ſent her Siſter By 
tiftyna to Heaven; when Bernardo and Pierya (to teſtifie their thankfulneſs to her) do both 
vow and ſwear, that herein (as in all chings elſe) her will ſhall be their Law, and that 
their beſt ſervices 2nd beſt lives ſhall for ever be proſtrate to her commands. Bur they ſhall re- 
pent the taking, and Amarantbs the giving of them this gold, becauſe ic is the price and hire 
of innocent blood. | 

This lamentable (becauſe finfull) compaR, being thus ſecretly ſhut up, and impiouſly con- 
cluded berween theſe three wretched perſonages, then Bernardo and Pierya fall fo cloſe and 


they are in heart and minde, thry requeſt their Lady Amaraxtha , that ſhe would 
pleafe to permit them to finiſh and conſummate their Marriage , before they perpetrate 
the Murther of her Siſter Bapriſiyna ; but ſhe ( who was clearer fighted in her malice 
and revenge to her ſaid Siſter, than they in their judgements and affe&ions to themſelves) 
conſidering that this Seal of their Marriage was the great tyeand Gordian knot for them to 
perform and finiſh her detire, the which, if it were once ſolemnixed, than their devotion 
and z al thereunto might (peradventure) afterwards, either prow cold, or freeze , if not 
ſhortly wither and dye away upon the Deſign , the ſtrongly oppoſes and contradifs 
Ir , as afficming chey ſhall firſt diſpatch her Siſter before they Marry ; the which Bernard 
well obſerving and conlidering , he thinks ic no folly in him to learn by her, and 
ſo to make her diſcretion his : and therefore that this Marther being once committed , ſhe 
might after at her pleaſure revoke her verbal Annuity given him; the which co prevent (and 
ſo to be as wiſe in his Coveteouſneſs , as ſhe was cruel and bloody in her Bounty) he tells 
his Lady Amaranths, that according to her defire, he will willingly defer his Marriage 
till then , but withall, humbly requeſts her to give him her promiſed Annuity wricten 


figned with her own hand; the which, becauſe ſhe cannot well refuſe, ſhe then and there doth 
in theſe terms ; 


fifty Dackatoons in golId,as a pl:dge and earneſt penny of her love tothem ; and then faith- 


thick co their amorous kiflcs , as being defirous to become one in body , as already 
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N conſideration,that my ſervant Bernardo do eſpiuſe,aud take to bis wife my Chamber-maid Pierya, 
I do promiſe, that ( after ths conſunemation thereof ) upon my fidelity and bonour, I will yeerly give 
and pay unto the ſaid Bernardo, or bis Aſfignr, during all the terms of bis life , the full and intire 
ſum of one bundred and fifty Duckatoens of Florence money, «nd in witneſi and teftimony of thit 
ruth, 1 hereunto ſubſigne my Name : | ; 


AMARANTHA. 


A promiſe and contraQ written with more blood than ink,or rather not with ink,but wholly 
with blood, and which therefore God, in bis divine providence, may hereafter produce, and 
bring to light, to ſerve as a powerfull witneſs, and Inſtrument of his glory, and, peradventurez « * 
to the infawy and confuſion of thoſe who gave and received it. 1 
Amaraniha having thus given this promiſe go Bernardo, and likewiſe received his, and his hes 
intended wites P3erya's oaths in counterchange , ſhe now thinks with her ſelf, that ſhe muſt 
again return Pjexys to Florence, and by ſome {lie bypoerilie, to re-inveſt and ſcrew her anew in- 
toher old Lady, Baptiſiyna's ſervice, thereby to be the more able and fic to diſpatch her. Now 
as ſhe is malicioully rumineting on this invention, there falls out an accident, which ſeems 
beth to favour her hopes, and to further her defices and expeRation herein : For by this time, 
Baptiſtyns writes over to Mz kyle, to deal ſecretly and ſeriouſly with Pierya for her return to 
Florence to her ſervice, and that ſhe ſhall finde her welcom to exceed her expeRation and de- 
ſires: So the truth 18 apparant, that Pierys (inftruRed by the Premiſes) now needs not many 
great perſwaſions from Adalevola, to draw her to conſent to this reſolution ; for as ſheand her 
Bernardo receive the ficſk motion of this (unexpeRtd) news with joy, ſo Amarantbs imbra- 
ceth and entertains it with delight 3 and now their laſt conſaltation is held b:tween 
them , about the concluſion and finiſhing of this mournfull buſineſs. To which end; 
Pierza is diſpatched for Florence, and the tifteenth day after, Bernardo is likewiſe ſecretly 
and preciſely to arrive there to her by night, and then is the dire@ and appointed time for 
them to cloſe and ſhut up this Tragedy. We muſt now allow and conceive Pierya to be 
2pain entertained of herold Lady Baptiſiyna in Florence, with much courtefie and joy 3 and 
for the ſeal and cimentof this their reciprocal reconciliation, her Lady gives her a new 
black wrought Silk Gown, and a purple Damask Petticoat , the which (as a treacherous dif- 
ſembling wretch) ſhe ſgems.to receive of her wich much content and thankfulneſs, the which 
yet we ſhall ſhortly ſee her requite with a moſt inhumane and prodigious ingratitude; for her 
deliceof Marriage, and longing for a Huzband, makes her think every hour ten, before the 
fiteenth day be arrived , and for her late Lady Ameraniba,( who ſees by no other eyes, but by 
thoſe of malice and revenge towards her Siſter) ſhe thinks every day an age, before ſhe hear 
of her diſpatch. Ac the expiration of which time (according to their former agreement) 
Bernards arrived by night at Strens his houſe in Florence,and at one of the clock after midnight; 
| he finds the litcle Garden door open,and his Pierys there purpoſely to receive and welcom him; 
|| fochey begin their meeting with kiſſes. She leads him by the hand to the outer door of her 
, | Lidies Chamber, and they two having agreed on the manner how to ſtifle her in her bed, ſhe 
had there te that purpoſe, provided two pillows, kecps one,and gives him another to effeR it : 
| Theſe miſerable weetches «(for the more ſecrecy) put off their ſhoes, and out the candles, and- 
the darkneſs of the Moon, and the obſcurity of the night, ſeeming to conſpire to their cone * 
; I 'piracy, they ſoftly enter her chamber, go one by one ſide, and the other by the other, where 
| | ®fortunare B zptiffys lying ſoundly (leeping and ſnoring, they ſtifle her with their pillows, 
- | *%dthenalictle whiles after, thruſt a handkercher into her mouth, and their fury and malice 
; || "4 fierce and implacable towards her, as ſhe hath neither ſpace to ſpeak, nor power to” 
x (creech or to cry. Thus ſhe who bad formerly poyſoned her elder fifter Taquinta, is now alfo 
4 Þ| utlly murthered by the treachery of hee youngeſt Amarantba, which makes me cry out and . 
4 lay: 0 Lord,os thou art immienſe in thy mercy, ſo thou art inſerutable in thy judgements, andthat theres © 
4 fare, « we ought not, ſo we cannot reſeſt his divine porter and eternal preordiuation. 
Is Bernardo and Pjerya (as two limbs of the Devil) having finiſhed this crucl Murther 
W Baptiſtyna, they leave her breathleſs body on her bed, and then withdrawing them- 
{elves from her Chamber, they ſoftly pull faft the door, which had a }Spring-lock, and 
then ſhe ſecretly throws in the key within fide, at a private hole, or cranny ; when her 
Seet-heart and her ſelfe deſcended the ftaires, and with wonderfull filence talk 
Way to the Garden, without the Poſterne door whereof, bis Horſe, tyed up to an 
lron Ring in the wall, awaitedand attended him where with a multitude of kilſes they 
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part ., he faithfully promiting her to return to her again at Florence within a moneth atcer ag 
moſt , and then to marry her : So .whiles Pierys now (in the depth and dead of chis diſmal 
night) berakes her ſelf ro her bed, and there (as devoid of fear as of grace) fleeps loundly, 
her'Sweet-heart Bernardo , that very obſcure night, gallops thorow the tireets of Florence to- 
wards the gate which leads to Piftoia, where God (in his all-ſeeing providence) cauſeth his 
horſe to Rumble, and fall wich bim tothe ground, whereof he brake hisneck, and preſently 
died, and his horſe then riling, flies trom him firaglingly in the fireets, leaving the breath. 
leſs Corps of Bernardo in the fircet, having not the happineſs either to cry or utter one 
word at this his ſudden and difaiterous death ; God having ſo ordained and decreed 
in his Star Chamber of Heaven , that although for the murthering of the Lady Baptiſiyna 
he deſerved a more ſhametull end , yet thar this poor horfe which brought him to Fl 


, rence, ſhould at the ſame time and place be his Ex«cautioner, as alſo that there was ſcarce 


one hour between his crime and his puniſhment , between her murther and his own death x 
An'a@ and example of Gods Juſtice, worthy of all men to know, and of all Chriltiang 
moſ eſpecially ro remember, ſo ſecret and ſacred are the Judgements of the Lord of Hoſts, All 
that night Fernard/s dead body lay gored in his blood (which abundantly iflued torth his 
m-uth) as alſo in the dirt of che ftreet, uneſpied of any mortal eye; but afloon as the mor» 
ping began to appear thorow the windows of Heavenzthen it was found & likewiſe to be done 
by the fall off a hotſe, whereof his neck, the bcholders ſaw, was broken,the which che ſooner 
they we © induced and led to believe, becauſe they likewiſe tound a horſe neer him, itragling 
in the {treets wichout his Rider : This his dead body is theretore preicntly expoſed to the Cri- 
minal Judges of that fair and famous City, who forthwith , cauſe his Pockets to be fearch> 
ed, wh=.e inſtead of gold, they by the direQtion of God, finde the before nominated pro» 
miſe of a yeerly Arinuicy, which we have formerly und:ritood Amaranths gave him : Where» 
upou, they knuwing the Lady Amaraniba to be Sergnior Leonardi St eni his daughter, and by 
this note,confdently briirving this dead man to be the ſame Bernardo,and he to be 4narantha's 
ſeryant, they (wichout once iuſpeRing or dreaming of any Murther commicted by him )hold 
It a part of their office and duty to acquaint Strexi herewith. Bur the news of this dead tound 
Corps ratling thorow the ſtreets of tme City, it devancerh this care of theirs, and ſo ſpeedily 
arrives to Streni his houſe beforethem 3 whereat Pierye (looking for nothing lels) takes fo 
hot an alarme of prief, fear, and defpair, that her guilty thoughts and conſcience (like fo 
many B'dod-hounds ) ftill purſuing her, ſhe ſeeing this unlook'd for diſaſter and death of her 
Bernardo to be an a&t of God, anda blow from Heaven , which infallibly predi&ted both her 
danger and death ;, ſhe therefore preſently flies out of doors, and (wich much celerity , and 
more fear) betakes her ſelf to the leaſt frequented and moſt remoteſt ftreers of the City for 
her ſafety. By ehis tim= the Criminal Officers are arrived at Szrenz his houſe, whom they ac- 
quaint with this mournfull accident, ſhew him this afſuranceot Annuity, and inquire ot him 
It ic be the Lady Amarantha bis Daughters hand, as alſo the dead corpe, and if this were her 
fervant, who (with a countenance compoſed of aſtoniſhment, fear and forrow) acknow- 
ledgeth to them, that, it is his Daughter Amarantha's own hand writing,* and the dead per- 
fonage to be her ſerving-man B:rzardo : Whereupon they confidently believe, and he forrow- 
fully fears,. that this death of his, and that afſurance of hers, doth eitker import or include 
ſome greater diſaſterand misfortune : Whereupon, they again modcſily, yet jucidically , de- 
mand of him for his Daughter 4Amaranths, and her Chamber-maid , Pzerya, who returns 
them this anſwer ; that the firlt is at his Mannor of Cardura, neer Piſtoia, and the ſecond here 
in his houſe, and now ſerving his eldeſt Daughter Bzptiſtyna ; they demand to ſpeak with 
Pzeryz, whom he cauſerh to be ſought in all places of his houſe, bur ſhe is not to be found, (0 


he fends to look her in his Daughters Chamber, ber Mifireſs, but his ſervants rerurn and re 
part, that the door of that Chamber is faſt lock*'d,and that they can ger no ſpeech either of hery. 


or of the Lady Baprifiyns;, whichanſwer of theirs doth exceedingly augment the jealoulie 


of ve Judges, and the fear of theFather : So they all reſolve to aſcend themſelves to that. 


Chamber, where they aloud again calling both the Lady and her Maid, and hearing no an- 
ſwerof either of them , they inſtantly cauſe the door to be forced open ; where (contrary t9 
their expeRation) they findethe Lady Fa.” Las dead, and well near cold in her bed, and cau- 
fing her body to be ſecretly ſearched by ſome Chicurgeons and neighbour Gentlewomeny 
they are all of Opinion , 'that ſhe is undoubtedly Rifled in her Bed, and her face very 


much, black and. ſwo!n with ſtruggling for life againſt death. They are amazed, and het 
Father Szexi 11moſt drowned in his ſorrowfall tears at the fight of this deplorable accident, 
3nd mourntull fpeRacle, arid therefore what to ſay, or how to bear himſelf herein he knows 
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-But che Judges upon tarcher knowledge and conſideration of the flight of Pierya, the death 
of Bernards, and che promif:d Annuicy of Am zrantha upon their marriage(as it were prompt- 
ed by God) do vehemently ſuſpeR and believe that they all chree were undoubtedly conſent- 
ing and gailty of Bapriſtyna's d:ath, notwicnſtanding that the Key of her Chamber was 
found ihr own in wichin fide : So they preſently leave this ſorrowtull Father to his tears, and 
beraking chemſclves to their Seat of Juſtice, do inſtantly cauſe all the Gates of the City to be 
ſhuc, and 4 fri and curious ſearch to be made in all parts thereof, for the spprekenſion of 
Pierys which ( in their z:al and honour to facred Juſtice ) they 'perform with ſo much 
care and ſpeed, as within three hours afcer (he is found out, and apprehended in an Aunts 
bouſe of hers, who was a poor woman and a Landreis of that City, named Eleanora Fra- 


4/4. 

x Judges b-ing prefently advertiſed hereof, convent her bcfore them,znd (by vertue of this 
Annuity) charge both her and her Lover Bernard to be the ators, and Amaranths *to be at 
leaſt accetary, it not the Author, with them of murthering of Baptiſtzn2; ſhe can hardly 
ſpeak for tears at this her Ex »mination, becauſe her ſighs Rill cut her words in pieces 3 and yet 
ſhe is ſo far from grace and repentance, as at firſt (he fioutly denies all, and boldly affirme,thar 
both 4maranthi, B-ynardo, and her felt, were every way innocent of attempring ary thing 
againſt Bpriſtyn2's lite; and chat if the were dead, fhe dicd only of a natural death by the ap- 
poin:menc ot God, and no otherwiſe; and to this anſwer of hers the Devil had made her ſo 
fron, as ſhe aided many tearfull oaths and deprecationr, both for her own and their juſtiti- 
cation ; but y:t (no:-withitanding this her Apology ) thele grave and clear-fighted Judges 
are { far from dimwvinithing, as they augment their ſuſpition both of her and them ,, and fo 
commir her to pillon , and forthwith to the rack. Art the pronouncing of which 
Semcence , Pie y.z i5 much daunted, ſeems to I:t fall ſome of her former fortitude and 
conſtancy , and to burſt forth into many paſſtonate tears , ſighs and exclamations; but they 
will noching avail her : For, fceing her pretended Husband Bernardo dead , in whom lived 
the inaginary joys of her heart, ſhe ſo fainted, as at the very firſt fight of the Rack (with 
ſome tears, and inore deep» ferchr fighs ) ſhe confell:d to her Judges, that ſhe and Bernards had 
ſtifled ter Ledy Baptiſtyna in her bed 3 but fil conſtantly affirmed chat her ſiſter Amarantha was 
wholly innocent thereof, flatrering her ſelf with this hope, that for thus her clearing of her 
Lady A n2rantha trom this crime and danger, ſhe (in requital thereof) could do no leſs than 
be a n,: ms to procute a pardon for her life : Bat theſe hopes of hrs will deceive her, and 
flic a« {2i: -,m her hereafter, as ever ſhe formerly did from God. So the Judges (in de- 
tefation of this her foul and bloody c:ime)) adjudge her to be hanged for the ſame ; bur firſt 
they fend her back to priſon, end the very n:xt morning before break of day, they ſecretly 
ſend away three of their I1bieres ( or Sergeants) to Cardura, to ferch the Lady Amarantha to 
Florence, being very contident (notwithſtanding Pierza's denial) that ſhe likewiſe had a deep 
finger and {hare in her Siſter Bapriſtyna's murther., 

Amwn a1tha not dreaming in Cardara what had betided in Flirence to Beinirds and PieryÞ 
but flattering her (elf wi h much hope and joy, that by th's time they had undoubtedly made 
away her l1lier Bapiiftyns , and conſequently chat (le ſhon'd ſhortly reviſit Florence, and there 
domineer alone , and vbtain ſome gallant Cavalicr of her Father for her Husband 3 ſhe ins 
expeCtance of her ſervant Bernardo his return, and of his plealing news, had that day (as it 
were, ina b avery and triumph ) purpoſely dighted her elf up in her belt attire, and richeſt 
apparel ; and {ubetakxing her ſelf ro her Chamber, and to that window which looked to- 
wards Florence, ſhe with a longing delire expeReth every minute when he will arrive; when 
out ten of the clock b:fore dinner (contrary to her expeQation) lhe ſecs three tnen to enter 
into the houſe , apparelled as Florentines , whereat ſhe much muſeth and wondereth , as 
not knowing what they, or thcir coming ſhould import. Theſe three Sergeants having en- 
tred the houſe, they are brought to the Governeſs Malevola, who brings them to her 
young Lady Amaranthas in h:r Chamber; to whom (with a difſembling confidence) they 
report to her, That Seignior Streni ber Father, hath ſent them ro condut and accompany 
her ſpeedily to Flrence. Amaranths inquired of 'them for her Fathers Letters to that eff; 
Whereunto one of the ſubrilielt of them makes anſwer very lily and arciticially ro her , tha 
her Fathers haſte , and her prefernient, would not permit him to write to hct , for that hz 
perfe&ly knew from hin, he was now upon matching her to a rich cnd noble Husband - Her 
Governeſs M-{epla likewiſe demands of them, if he had not written ro her ſelf, they an- 
wer no, but that he b:d them rel] her, thar he willed her without delay to bring away his 

wghter Amz-2ntbs with her, and themſelves to Florence by Coach, and only one Foot-boy. 
be Pupil and Gov.racfs conſalc hereon, an4 the very name of a Hisb:ind makes the firif 
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as willing «s ihe ſecond is diſcontented to go to Flrence without a Lerter; but the policy 
of the Sergeants ſo preyail with the {impliciry of this young Lady, and o!d Gentlewoman, 
that they ſpeedily pack up their Trunks, fo dine, and then take Coach and Horiz, aud away 
for Florence, dai ing which (hort journey,although the micth and joy ot Amarantba be greac, 
yet the tinds ſo many different reluQations, and excravagant thoughts in her minde at the ab- 
ſence and filence of her man Bernardo, as ſhe cannot pollibly gain refrain trom muling and 
wondering thereat. They all arrive at Florence, where theie Sergeanes (having learnt their 
parts well, and ating them better) inſtead of Ameramba's Fathe:s huule, do clap her up cluſe 
priſoner in the Common Ga?l of that City , notwichitancing all her prayers and crys, tighs 
and tears to the contrary ; and then fend her Governeſs 4.2/3 home to her ſaid Father to 
advertiſe him hereof ; who tearing the ſnow-whire hair ott his head and beatd ac this fad news, 
and extreamly fearing the dangerous conſequence of this deplorable accident, he (with tears 
in his eyes, ſorrow in his looks, and lighs in his (peeches) repairs ſpeedily to the Judges, to 
whom ſorrowfully and humbly caſting himſelf almoit as low as their teer, he prays them to 
think of his age, and of his impriſoned Daughters youth, and that having auntortu;atrely 
loſt his eld: Daughter, that they would nor dep ive him of his youngeſt, nor caft her lie 
away either upon bare preſumption or circumſtance, or upon the wrongfull reports and ma- 
lice of his and her enemies : but cheſe grave and Lynce-cycd Magitfirates (who look as deep- 
ly into thepriviledge and dignity of Juftice, as he doth into the paiſionsot paternal aff. ivn 
and nature) cut him off with this ſharp reply, I hat chey honour his age, and reipc& his 
D ughters youth, that ſhe ſhall have juitice, and chat by the Laws of Florence he mu exp: & 
no more; with which cold anſwer he returns home to his houſe, as diiconſolate, as ke came 
forth forrowtfull, being not permitted, but defended ro fee, or ſpeak with his Daaghter Ama- 
raniha in priſon, only he hath permifſion to bury his mucthered Daughcer Bypr#f5z8, the 
which he performeth with far more grief and ſorrow than folemnicy, 

The truch and decorum of this Hiſtory mult now invite the Reader to viſit emeranths 
in priſon, who being :here debarred trom {peaking with any, or any with her, except (thoſe 
miſerable comforters) her Sergeants and Ggolcrs , ſhe now leeing the imminency ot her dan» 


ger, and fearing the aſſurance of her death, for that the heard a ſecret inckling (from the 


lower Court, throug1 her Chamber window) That br Siſter Bipciityna was murtbered , ber 
Maid Pierya impriſ ned, and ſbe ber ſelf vebemently ſuſpeCied for the ſeme: She therefore now 
begins to think of hec former bloody crimes wich repentance, and of thefe her inhu- 
mane cruelties towa'ds her two elder Silters with contricion , and folemn}; vuws to God, 
that if his Divine Majeſty will now pleaſe to fave her lite , (he will hencefo:th religiouſly 
redeem the firſt and ſecond with repentance. So in the midft of theſe good thuugits, 
though vain deſires and wiſhes of hers , ſhe yer fill flacters her ſelf with this poor hope, 
that it her man Bernards be living, then her promiſed Annuity to him written with her own 
hand is fill ſfuce, and therefore tacitly dead in his cuſtody ; and that both he and T 3erys can- 
Ac any way wrong her without infinitely wronging chemlelvcs, and endangering their own 
lives: ſoalbeic her Judges have matcer of ſuſpicion , yet they can have no cauſe of death 
againſt her, or if peradventwre they have, yet that the power of her Fathers greatneſs and 
Friends are ſo prevalent in Florence and Tuſcany, thar if (the worſt fall out) he and they can 
obtain at leaſt her Reprival for the preſent, it not, her Pardon for the future. But (contrary to 
all cheſc her weak and trivial hopes )the very nexc morning lhe is ſenc for before her Judges to 
a private examination, who (after they had made a grave and Religious ſpeech to her) they 
demand her, ficſt, If {he imployed not her ſervant Bernardo, and Pierya to murther her Siſter 
B2ptifiyna, the which the firmly and conſtantly denics : ſecondly, If ſhe had not given an An- 
nuity of 150. Duckatons during his life to marry Pzerys, the which ſhe likewiſe denies;then 


they produce and ſhew it her under her own hand writing , whereac ( they meaſuring her 


hear by her countenance) ſhe -ſeems to be ſo much perplexed with ſorrow and amazed 
with fear, as ſhecannort refrain from giving them lets words, but more tears ; Of which 
her Judges conceiving a good opinion and hope, and theretore deeming themſelves now 
to be in a fair way , and a dir«& courſe to obtain the whole truth of this lamencable bu- 
fine(s. from her | they. bethink themſelves of a policy , thereby to effe&t and compals it; 
which is evcry way worthy of thernſ.lves and their othces, of their diſcretion and Juſtice: 
They tell Amarantha, that in regard of her youth and beauty, and of her Fathers age and nor 


bility, they deſire ad intend co fave her, if ſhe will nor wilfully caſt her ſe}f away; That. 
her fafery and life now confiſterh in her plain confeſſion , and not in her perverſe denial and 


con'eltation ,ot being accefſary and conſenting to the mucrther of her lifter Bptiſtyna; That they 
have proofs therevt, as clear, and as apparant as the Sun: and chat they have 
caulc 
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cauſed Pieria co be cx:curcd tor the ſame this morning, ſh: conteſT:d it to them at her dcath, 
yea and dyed thereon. Ar which ſpecches of her Judges, and confeſſion and death of Pieria, 
this wretched and unfortunat Lady Amarantha { fecing her felt ſo palpably convifted of this 
her bloudy and inhumane crime) being wholly vanquiſhed cither with fear toward her ſelfor 
chollcr towards Pieria, ſhe falls on her knees to her Judges feet, and (with a great ſhower of 
tears Jmakes h:r ſelf (by hee free confeſſion) to be the prime authour ot her Sifter Baptiſima's 
murther, Thar ſhe had hired Berxardo and Pierya to perform it, and given him an Annuity 
of 130 Dackatons per annum, and to each of them 50 Diuckatons more in hand to that cff«, 
concealing no point or part thereof, as we have already formerly underſtood : when( contrary 
to the expeQation of her Judges ) ſhe moſt bitterly exclaimed on the name, memory, and in- 
gratitude of this baſe wretch Pieria(for ſo ſhe then termed her} in that ſhe could nor be conten= 
ted ro dic her (elf, but alſo as much, and as maliciouſly, as in her power , to think likewiſe to 
hazard her own life with her. And now our cholerick, and yet forrowfull Amaranth ( be- 
tween theſe twodiff.rent extreams of hope and fear) layes hold of her Judges late promiſe and 
profered courtelie to her to ſave her, and then and there ( with many reverences, tears, and 
wringing of her hands )moſt humbly beſeccheth them for Gods ſake , and for honours cauſe, 
to be good unto her , and co give her her life, although ſh: confefſerh ſh: is moſt worthy of 
death, in being ſodegenerat and bloudy minded towards her own Siſter. But they ( baving 
by this commendable means , and artificiall policic , drawn this worm from Amarantha's 
ton2ue, I mean this cruth from her mouthJare «xceeding forrowfnll, and as much dereft this 
hzr barbarous fat , as they pitty her deſcent, yourh , and beauty 3 but well knowing with 
themſelves, that God is glorified in the duc and true execution of Juſtice upon all capitall 

malcfa&ors , and cſp:cially on murtherers (who are no leſs then monſters of nature, the dif- 

orace of their times, and the very butchers of mankindYand that the greatneſs of their quality 
and blood doth only ſerve but to make theſe crimes of theirs the greater : therefore ( | ſay ) 
theſe wiſe and reiigious Judges prove deaf to her requeſts, and blind to her tears; and fo having 
firk cauſed her to os this her confeſſion , and then confronted her with Pieria, who, now to 
 Amarantha's face confirmed as much as ſhe her ſelt right now confeſſed and affirmed, they now 

in exp:Ctation of chis her crucll murther, adjudge her likewiſe to be hanged the nex: day, at the 

common place of Execution, in company of P:eria; although her aged forrowfull Fathar Seig- 

nior StreniCbeing well nigh weighed down to his grave with the extream grief and ſorrow of 
theſe his misfortuns and calamitics)profered rhe Talon and the great Duke the greateſt part of 
his cftatc, and lands, to fave this his youngeſt , and now his only Daughter Amarantha 7 Bug 

his labour proved loft, and his care and aff-&ion vain in this his ſace and folicication , becauſe 

thoſe learned Judges , and this prudent and noblc D 1ke,grounded their reſolutions and plea» 

ſares npon this wholſome and true Maxim , That Juſtice is one of the greateſt Coloffus and 

firongeft columns of Kingdoms and Common-weals , and the trucſt way and means to pre- 

ſerve them in flouriſhing proſperity and glory, and conſequently, that all wilfull and preme- 

ditated murtherers cannot be cither too ſoon exterminated,or too ſeverely puniſhed,and cut off 


from the world, So Amarantha with more choller then ſorrow, and Pieria, with more fear = 


then choller, are now both ſent back to their priſons ; and that night Streni ſends his Daughter, 
and che Judges ſend Pierya, ſome Fryers and Nvnnes to prepare thcir ſoules for Heaven , bur 
(in honour of the truth) I mnſt affi-m with <qall gricf and pitty, that both. theſe two female 
monſters had their hearts fo ſealed , and their ſoulcs ſo ſeared up with impiety, that neither of 
them could there be perſwaded, or drawn, citner to think of repentance or of God, 
Whiles thus Florence reſounds of theſe their foul and inhumane crimes, as alſo of their juſt 
condemnations, the next morning about ten of the clock, they arc brought to the deftin*d 
place of Execution, there to reccive their condign puniſhments for the ſame, Pierya firft mounts 
the Ladder, who made a ſhort ſpecch at her death, to this effe& 3 That her deſire to obraive 
Berxards for her Husband had chi: fly drawn her to commit this murther on her Lady Baptiſti= 
72,and that it was far more her Sifter Amaranthaa's malice to her , then her own, which ſe- 
duced her to this bloody reſolution 3 and that this her own ſhamefull death was not half ſo 
grievous to her, as the unfortunate end of her lover Bernardo, whom , ſhe there affirmed to the 
world,and took it to her dearh that ſhe loved a thouſand times dearer then her own life, with 
many other vain and ridiculous ſpccches tending that. ways and which favoured more of her 
fond aff<&ion to him , then of any zeal or devotion to Godj and therefore 1 hold them every 
Way more worthy of my filence; then of my rclation : and ſo ſhe was turned over. To ſecond 
Whoſe unfortunate and ſhamefull end, now out bloudy and cx:crable Amaranthe ( with far 
More beauty then contrition , and bravery then repentanceJaſcends the Ladder 3 who(to make 
her infamy the more famous) had purpoſcly di _ \_ apparclled her (elf in a plain or 
| | attir 
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beauty, and youth, begat as much pitty , as her bloudy and unuaturall crime did deteftation, 
inthe eyes and hearts of all her ſpeators : When aftcr a pauſe or two , ſhe (vainly compoſing 
her conntenance, more with contempt, then fear of death ) there toa worid of pecple, who 
flocked from all parts of rhe City and Country to ſee her dye ( witha wondrous boldneſs) 
confefſed, T hat the had not only cauſed her fifter Baptiſtina to be Rifled in her bed by Bernardy 
and Fierya, but that her faid Siſter Baptiſtina and her felt had formerly poyſoned their elder 
Siſter Pagiints , and that it was only thcir imperiouſneſs and pride towards her , which drew 
her to this reſolution and revenge againſt them both 3 the which ſhe sthrmed, ſhe could now ax 
lictle repent , as heretofore remedy, and that ſhe more ſenſibly lamented , and pricvcd for the 
ſorrows of her Fathers life, then for the ſhame and infamy of her own death : when, without 
any ſhew of repcntance, withour any ſpecch of God,or which is lefs , without ſo muth as onee 
looking up towards H:aven,or inviting or praying her ſpe&atours to pray to God for her ſoule 
ſhe with a graceleſs reſolution, and prophane boldneſs)conjured her Execcutioner ſpecdily tg 
performe his office and duty , which by the command of the Magiſtrate he forthwith did. $6 
this wretched Amarantha was hanged for her ſecond murther , and then by a ſecond decree and 
ſentence of- the criminall Judges , her body is after dinner burnt to aſhes for her firlt 3 who 
likewiſe , in honour to Juſtice , and to the glory of God, do alſo cauſe the dead body tof 'Bere 
aardo(for two whole daycs)to be hanged by his feet in his fhirt ta the ſame Gallows, and then 
co be caft into the River of Arzo. And here the Judges alſo, to ſhew themſelves , themſelves, 
were once of opinion to have unburyed Baptiftina, 'and likewiſe to have given her dead body 
ſome opprobrious puniſhment , for being acceflary with her Sifter Amarantha to poyſon their 
elder biſter Faquizta; but having no other cvidence or proof hereof , but only the teſtimony of 
her condemned dying Sifter Amarantha, whom it was more probable then impcſlible, ſhe 

he ſpeak it more out of malicethen truth, as alſo that God had already affli&:d a deplos 
rable end and puniſhment to her, they therefore omitted it. And thus was the deſerved cndr, 
and condign puniſhments of theſe wretched and cxecrable murtherers 3 and in this manner did 
the juſt reveng , and - ſacred juſtice of God meet and triumplrover them and their bloudy 
crimes, 


And now hercfully to conclude and ſhut up this Hiſtory in all its circumſtances; The grief 


and ſorrows of this unfortunate old Father was ſo great and infinite, forthe untimely and de- 
ng deaths of all theſe his three only Daughters and Children, thatalthough piety and 

cligion had formerly taught him, that the affli&ions of this life are the joyes cf that to come, 
yet being wholly vanquiſhed and deprefſcd with all theſe his diffrent bitter crofſes and calas 
mitics , he left Florence, and retired him(clf to a ſolitary life in Cardura , where he not Jong 
ſurvived them, bur dycd very penſively and mournfully. 


Gods 
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Sattin gown, with Silver lace, and a deep+laced Cambrick Ruff ot a very large S.r, with her- 
'hairunvailed, and decked with many Roſes of filver Ribdand : Ar her aſcent, her xiraCtiong 
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Martino poyſoneth his Brother Pedro, and murthereth Monfredo in the ftreet; Hee afterwards 
grows mad, atd in confeſſicn reveals both theſe bis murthers to Father Thomas his Ghoſtly Fa- 
ther, who afterwards dying, reveals it by his Letter to Cecilliana, who was Viddow to Monfre- 
do, and Sifter to Pedrg axd Martino. Martino hath firſt bis right band cut «ff, and thenis 
kauged for the ſame» 


' A Sitisa dangerdus wickedneſs to contrive and plot murther; So much more it i8a wret- 
{A ched and cxecrable one to finiſh, and perpetrate it z for to kill our Chriſtian Brother, 
 Whofiguratively bears the image of Ged, is an a& ſoodious , as Nature cannot cxcuſe,and ſo 
diabolicall, azno Clemencie can pardon 3 And yet this age, and this world is bur too plenti- 
full and fertil] of ſuch bloody Tigers, and inhumanc Monfters , abvd Butchers of mankind,azif 
an bad nota Conſcience within them to accuſe them, a God above them to condeinn thetn, - 
and a Hell below them to puviſh then; or as if they had not the ſacred Oracles of Gods cternall 
Word, I mean the Law and the Goſpel, andthe blefſed Precepts and DcAtrine of the holy 
—opher and Apoftles, yea, of Chrift Feſus bituſelf , the great Shepherd, and ſacred Biſhopof 
Our ſoules, to teach us 'the rules of Mcrey, Meckneſs, and Leong-ft firing , whiles welive in 
this vale of Miſery here below , 3nd that we muſt itmbrace and tollow Peace and Charity with 
+.» | Amen, if ever we think to participate of the true ſelicity and joyes of Heaven above : But 
| nevertheleſs (yea direAly contrary bercunto)this enſuing Hiſtory will produce us vhe , who 
though ſufficiently inſtrudted in thc rules of Piety and Charity, "ut he wilſully abandoned the 
ft, and contemned the ſecond, by cruelly and ary" ha imbruing his hands in innocent 
$ Þloud, for the which we ſhall ſee, that he in the end (uffereth a ſevere and ſhamefull death. May 
Ve read .his Hiſtory to the glory of God, and the —— of our ſelves: X 
x 2 
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| The Scene of this Hiſtory is laid in Spain, in the famous Province of old Caftile, and inthe 
fair and ancient City of Brrgos , where lately dwelt a noble and rick old Gentlewomangterme 
ed Dona Catherina Antunez(a Sirname much known, and famous in that City, Province, and 
Kingdom)who had by her deceaſed Husband Don Roderigo de Ricaldo , rwo Sons, Don Pedro, 
and Don Martino, and one Daughter named Dona Cecilliana, Her eld Son Don Pedro was a 
ga/lant Cavalicr of ſome eight and twenty years of ageztall and well-timbred, by complexion 
and hair black, and of a (wart and martiall countenance, who for the ſpace of ſeven years ſer- 
ved as a voluntary Gentleman under that wiſe and valiant Commander Don Gonſalez ds Cor 
dova in Germany, and againſt the Lords States of the Netherlands , and fince in the Voltelize and 
 Millane, apainſt the Griſons and French 3 In both which warrs he lefe bchind him many me. 
morable teſtimonics of his proweſs , and purchaſed divers honourabl: trophees of true valour, 
and generoſity : but for any other intelle&uall endowments of the mind , he was no fcholler, 
bu of an indiff.rent capacity, - yet very hon:| , courteous, and affable, particularly to his 
friends, and generally to all the world. His Brother Dox Martino was of ſome four and twenty 
years of age, ſhorc of ſtature, very {I:nder , bat crook-back'd, of an Aubran hair, a withered 
face, a (qui cyc, of inclination cxtreamly ſullen , and of difpolition and nature envious and 
revengetull, as d:firous rather to entertain a nighc-quarrell in the fircer, then a day-combarin 
th: Ficld ; but as God is many times pleaſed to countervail and reward the defeGts of nature in 
the body,with ſome rich gifts and perfc&ions of the mind, ſo though not by profciſion,yer by 
education he was an cxccllent Scholar, of an attive and ſharp wit , a fluent rongue, and fin- 
gularly able either to allure or divert, to perſwade or difiwade, according as the ſtream of his 
diffrent paſſions and aff:Qions Icd himy:Vertaes enough relucont and excellent co build a fame 
and ſufficient to raiſc an eminent fortune, it his former vices do not too fatally eclipſe the one 
and deface the other. Thzir Siſter Ceci/l;ara (aged of ſome twenty years)was of an indifferens 
hight , bar growing to corpalencic and fatneſs, of a black hair , an amiable brown complexis» 
on, a big rolling cyc,:and the ayre of her co intznance rather beautifully amorous,then modeft» | 
Iy beautifull : $Shz was of a nimble wit, of humou: pleafant and facetious , yet fo reſerved in | 
the cx:crnall demonſtration thereof, that through her Mothers pious and auſtere education of | 
her, ſh: (in all outward ſemblance ) ſcem:d rather to be fit for a Nunnery then a Husband,and 
more proper to make a Saint, then a Wife 3 but as the face proves not Rill a true Index of the 
heart , nor our looks and ſpeeches till a true Sybile of our ſoules, fo how retired ſocver her : 
Mother kept her from the company of men, yet her wanton eye, conſpiring with ker Jaſcivious e 
heart, made her the more deſirous thereof, and far the more licentiouſly , in regard ſhe way l 
ſtciftly forbidden it 3 fo as (not to contradif or difimble the truth )I am here entorced to re» | 
late and afticm, thar ſh: imparteth her favours upon ewo or three young Gentlemen of that Ci- Q 
_ ty, of her privat acquaintance, and is more familiar with them, then modeſty can well war- h 
rant, or chaſtity allow of. But there is a young Gallant of this City likewiſe (more noble by - 
N 
e| 
b 


birth, then cich in cſtate and means ) named Don Balthazar de Monfredo, who (.deeming Cecil: 
liana as famous for her chaſtity , as tor her bzauty ) bears a ſingular affcion ro her; yeay his 
heart and thoughts are {© fervently intangled in the ſnares of her delicious ans » that in pub- 
lick and privat, in his d-fir:s and wiſh:s, and in his ſpeech and ations he proclaims her tobe 
his Miftreſs, and himfclt her ſ:rvant; and ifhe aff.& and d:firc Cecilliana fe his Wifc, no leſs rc 
doth ſh: Monfreds for her Husband; ſo that they many times by ſtealth meer and confere privatly V 
x in remote Churches and Chapp:ls, ic bzing rather a prophane than a religious cnftome of 
| Spain(whercin Haven is too much made to ſtoop to Exrth,and RiIigion to impicty ) for men w 
to court their, intended wives, and (which is worſe) many times their Courtizans and Strum- th 
pets. Cecilliana { oftentimes warrented by her Mothers indiſpofarion) can no ſooner rake b; 
Coach to cnjoy the pleaſure and benefit of the freſh ayre abroad in the fragrant fields, but Moxr 


fredo afſuredly meets her , where leaping from his Coach into hers (| and leaving his Page co Ci 
accompany her Wayring G-ntlewoman in his own ) they at firſt familiarly kiſs and confer,and he 
in a few of theſe meetings at laſt cff:Qually reſolve to give themſelves cach to other in the (a- La 


cred bonds of marriage; fo he gives her a rich Diamond Ring , and hz reciprocally returns Ce 
him a pair of Gold B-acclcts, in token of marriage, and they then and there ( calling God to 
witneſs ) very ſolemnly contraft themſelves man and Wife,yetfor ſome ſollid reaſons, and im- 
portant conſiderations , which conduce to the beter accompliſhing of their-defires , they & 
time conclude to bear it ſecretly and ſilently from all che world 3 and ir is concluded andar 
greed b:twzen them, that a monerh afrer, and not before ,h2 ſhall artempr ro ſeek her publickly 
in marriage, both ofher M other the Lady Carberina, as alſo of her two Brothers Don Pedro 


and Dou Martino. | 
So 
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So when this moneth is paſt over (which to theſe our two Lovers ſeems to be many ages) 
Monfredo very fairly and orderly ſeeks her of her Mother in marriage, and likewiſe (in tcarms 
fc for him togive, and rhem to receive Jacquaints her two Brothers with his ſute and aff. ti- 
onto their Siſter, and with his beſt art and cloquence endeavourcth (on honourable tearms )to 
gain and pnrchaſe their conſents thereunto. As for her Mother , ſhe ( preferring wealth to 
honour , and riches co content ) conſidering the weakneſs of Mcafredo's cltate , the death of 
his parents , wherevy ſhe ſees him deprived of all future hope to raiſe his fortuncs, doth abſo- 
Jatcly deny to beſtow her Daughter on him in marriage; and the more to bewray her cxtream 
diſtaſt of this his ſute and diflike of himſelf, ſhe (wich much obftinacy and choller ) forbids 
him her Daughters company, and (with more incivility and indignation)conjures hjn to leave 
and forbcar her houſe , relling him ſhe hath already firmly ingaged her word and promiſe to 
Don Alonſo Delrio, that he ſhall ſhortly ſpouſe and marry her. Now aithough this ſharp an- 
ſwer of hers ſeem to nip Moxfreds”s hopes and defires in their bloſſoms, yet relying more on 
the affe&ion and conftancy of the Dwughtet, than on the power or reſolution of the Mother, he 
again and again ( with a moſt reſpeRtive and honourable importunity J ſoliciteth her conſent; 
bur he fees ir loſt labour, becauſe ſhe is reſolute that her an ſhall be her laft anſwer to him 
herein. As for her Brother Dox Pedyo, he loves kis Sifter ſo perfcaly, and her content ſo dearly, 
char he finds him to ſtand well aff:cd co their affeCtions, and in regard of his love to her, and 
reſp:Q to him, thart he utrerly contemnes the motion and mention of Delrioz and therefore 
faithfully promiſeth Aforfreds his beit aſſiſtance rowards his Mother for the cff:&ing of their 
defires, But tor her younger Brother , Don Martino , he finds a contrary nature and diſpoſi- 
tion in him 3 tor he never loved, but hatcd his Siſter (eciliana, and therefore hates Monfredy 
for h=r ſake , and loves Delrio, becauſe he hears ſhe hates him, and fo animates his Mother a- 
yainit chewy and rhus he gives Monfredo cold anſwers , and ( the ſooncr and berter to convert 
his hop: into deſpair ) tels him plainly that Delrio muſt and ſhall marry his Siſter , andnone 
buche. Tins Moufreds departs, as glad of Don Pedro his love , as hc is ſorrowtull for his 
Mather and Brother Don Martinss hatred. And here (to obſerve the better order in this Hi- 
ſtory , and likewilc to giye the curiofity of the Reader the fuller ſatisfa&tion ) jt will notbe 
impropzT , rather pertinent for us tounderſtand, that Dox Delrio was alſo a well deſcended 
Gentleman of the ſame Ciryfof Burgo/rich in Lands and monics,bur at leaft fifty five years old, 
having a whitc hcad and Beard, of a hard and foure favour, and exceedingly Baker-legged;yet 
as old as he was, hc was fo paſſionately enamourcd of the freſh and ſweet beauty of Ceciliana, 
chat hz: thought her not roo young to be his wife,nor hiniſclf too old tobe her Husband , bur 
Id more by his lui than his Judgment, and encouraged by Don Catherina her Mother , for that 

his great lands and wealth wholly inclincd and weighed down her aff-&ion towards him, he 
oftcn viſiteth her Daughter Cecil;ans , and with his beſt oratory and power ſecks and courts 
her aff:Ction in the way of marriage : bur ſhe having her heart fixed on Moxfredo's youth, and 
comely fcaturc, ſhe highly flights Delrio*s trozen age,and difdaining to make her ſelf a May to 
this December, becauſe ſhe apparantly knew, and perfectly belicved, that he was every way fitter 
for his Grave, than for her Bed 3 for it was Monfredo,zand only Adonfredo, whom her heart had 
elcAcd and choſen for her ſecond ſclfand Husband : And ſuppoſe (quoth ſhe) thar Monfredo 
be not fo rich as Delrio, yet all Caſtile, yea all Spain well knows , that by deſcent and gene= 
rolity he is far more noble, and that there is ax great an Antitheſis and diſparity (between the 
vertues of the farſt , and the defeQts and imperfeCtions of the laſt , as there is between a Clown 
and a Captain, and a Pcaſant and a Prince ; therefore Iet my Mother ſay what ſhe will , De1rio 
what he can, or my Brother Martino what he dare, yet they (hall ſee, and the world know, 
Re. | will be wifc ro none but Afoxfredo, and that cithcr he, or my Grave ſhall be my Huſe 
But the Lady Catherina her Mother ( notwithſtanding her Daughters averſneks and obftina- 
cle Jlaies her charge and bleſſing upon her te forſake Adonfredo , and take Delrio , urging to 
her the poverty of the one , and the wealth of the other , what dclights and contentments the 
laſt will give her, and what afflitions and miſery the firſt do threaten her: but the affcftion of 
Cecilhans is Rill fo firmly fixcd , and ftrongly ſettled and cymented on her Monfreds, that ſhe 
i8deafto theſe requeſts , and blind to theſe reaſons of her Mother , in ſecking to difſwade her 
from him,and in conſenting and perſwading her to accept of Delrio for her Husband; and ale 
though her Mother follow her in all places as her ſhaddow , and haunt her at all tires as her 
Ghofi, todraw her hercunto , yer ſhe ftill finds .her Daughter as reſolute to deny , as ſhe is ime = 
portunate to requeſt it of her , vowing that ſh: wlll rather wed her ſelf ro a Nannery , than to 
Detrio, whom (he ſaith ſhe cannot aff:&, and therefore peremptorily diſdaineth to marry. Her 
ther ſeeing her Daughter thus conſtantly and willfu Hy So perſevere in her obftinacy —_ 
3 cr 
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her defires , the (wich much choller and 'grief ) relates from point to point to her Son Dox 
Martino what had paſt botwecn them 3 whom ſhe knew did as much love Delrio, and hate 
M.n'redo, as her e}d:{# Son Don Pedro hated Delrio, and loved Monfredo tor their Sifter in mar- 
riagee Martino takes advantage of this occafion and opportunity , and thinking to give two 
blowes with one ſtone, by croſling his Sifter in her aff. ion; and his Brother in his delignes 
and wiſh:s, doth now more than ever incenſe his Mother againſt her ,;I'cadging that it would 
be a far greatcr honour , and lefs ſcandall to their Name and Houſe , that ſhe were rather mar- 
ricd to a Nannery , than a Bcggar, and with many powertull reaſons , and artificial] perſwafi- 
ons , ſtrives to make her inclinable to this projcR, and flcxible to this reſolution of his, as in- 
deed in a little time fhe: doth : For the Mother being thus wedded to her will, and therein, now 
confirmed by the ſlie policy , and fortifi:d by the ſubcile inftinuation of her Son Don Martino,ſhe 
hereupon conſtantly reſolves to betake and give her Daughter to God and the Church , athr= 
ming that ſhe ſhall never reap any truc content in her thoughts, nor peace in her heart, before 
ſhe ſee her Cloyſtered up and eſpouſed to a Nunnery, But this compadt of theirs is not fo cloſe= 
ly carricd between them, but the vigilancy of Dox Pedro! whoſe aff-Ction and care aimes to give 
Monfredo and his Siſter content) hath perfc& notice and intelligence hereof, the which fora 
time he holde fic to conceal from them both 3 when firmly purpolirrg to prevent it, and foto 
croſs his Mother and Brother, who hercin dclizhe and glory to croſs him, he bethinks himſclf 
of an inycntion (worthy of himſclf ) how and which way to cff:ft it. He ſends for Don 
Alenſo Delrio to the Cordeliers Church, and there relates him the friendſhip he bears him, that 
he will not f:e him run himſelf into an crrour in ſecking his Siſter Cec:l/iana in marriage, 
whom he knows he cannot poſſibly obrzin 3 She (to his knowledge) being already firmly con- 
trated to Mcnfredo, notwithſtanding all that his Mother and Bother Don Martino have faid 
or can do tothe contrary- Delrio heartily thanks Don Pedro for the expreſſion of this love to 
him , the which he affiems he ſhall ever find him' ready both to deſerve and r.quitez when 
meaſuring the time future by the preſent, aud of Cecilliana's blooming youth by his weath:r- 
beaten and blaſted age, he vows to Dor Pedro, that he will henceforth no more delire or feck 
his Siſter in marriage nor yet ſpeak with her, or come near his Mother or Brother 3 fo that 
buſineſs is for ever daſhzd, and receives an end, almoſt as ſoon as a beginning. The which 
Don Martino(out of his deep reach and politick pate) underſtanding, and knowing that this 
falliug off of Delrio, from tarther ſecking his Siſter in marriage, proceeded wholly from the ſe- 
cret undermining cf his Brother Dox Pedrohe is extreamly in choller againſt him for the fame; 
andſo (with more paſſion than diſcretion }) goes and chargeth him herewith : Whercupon 
theſe two Brothers fall at great contention and variance , and many bitter words and outragi- 
ous ſpceches here interchangeably paſs between them, therepetition whereof I think good io 
bury in filence , becauſe it matters not much togive it a place in this Hiſtory; only (to deal on 
generals ) I muſt ſay that Doz Pedro was high , and Dox Martino hot , and that the firſt ſpake 
not ſo much as he dared, and the laft dared not ſo much as he ſpake. Bur this tongue com- 
bate of theirs was ſo violent and bluſtcrous, as the ifſuc thereof redounding to Dox Pedros glory 
and generoſity, and to Do# Martin's ſhame and baſeneſs , and Martino finding that he had more 
will than power to be now revenged hereof on his Brother , he is inflamed with choller and 
revenge againſt him for the ſame, as conſulting wich Satan, not- with God, he is ſo revengc- 
full and inhumanc, as he wiſherh his ſaid Brother in Heaven, and from thenceforth plotteth 
with himſelf how to finiſh it, reaſoning thus uncharitably and damnably with himſclfe 3 That 
he b-ing dead,and his Siſter pent a mewed up in and Nannery , he ſhall then be ſole Heir and 
Lord co all the Lands and Eſtate which his Father left him. 
Thus in the heat of his choller, and the fumes of his revenge againſt his Brother Dox Pedro, 
he repayres to his Mother, informs her how it is he and his "olicie which hath beaten 0 
Delrio trom ſecking his Siſter Cecilliane in marriage, and that through his cloſe treacherous 
dealing , he hath prevailed with him for ever to abandon her yea, he here leaves no inven- 
tion unaffaycd to incenſe his Mothet againft his Brother , nor means unattewptecd to inflame 
her againſt his Siſter , by ftill putting her in mind of his raſhneſs towards Detrio , and for b& 
diſobedience towards her ſelf ; and here (he remembring his own avaritious cnds)doth agan 
modeſtly perſwade, and then again importunatly pray his Mother to conſtitute her to a Nun- 
nery 3 whereunto (as/we have formerly und:rſtood)he knows ſhe is already reſolutely bentan 
reſolved : When ſh:Cbeing vanquiſhed with her own deſires , and his.importunity ) promil- 
cth him very ſhortly co eff:& it. But firſt ſhe ſends for her Son Dox Pedro, and in a language 
ofthuuder rebukes and checks him for his double crime, in difſwading Delrio from ſo ſudden 
ly forſaking his Siſter , and in perſwading ſo ftrongly to affe& Aorfredo, adding withall, that 
notwichſtarfling his treachery and policic, and her ingratefull diſobedicnce to her , ſhe wel 
| VIOLWIY 


M4 «a wc Al —_—m EY A— —=—=0I "or. Ce ls 


— 
—————— 


Hiſt, X XII: Monjredo and Cecilliana, 


331 


——_—__ _ 


violably rclolved thortly to ſend Monfredo to ſeek another wite , and to give and bctake herto 


no another Husband than a Nunnery, Dox Pedre, holding it hisdity to entertain this choller 
and theſe ſpeeches of his Mother rather with modcfly than paſſion, returns her this anſwer,that 
he hath nor iaid, nor done any thing to Delrio, but what he can well juftific with bis obc= 
dicnce to hers and his honour to the whole world ; that his zff.Ction ro his Siſters preſent con» 
cent, and carc of her future proſperity, makes him aſſume this belief and confidence, that Del- 
rio is a3 unworthy of her, as ſhe worthily beſtowed on Dox Monfredo , and therefore that it is 
both picy and ſhame , that the wealth of che firſt ſhould be preterred ro the nobility and gene- 
rofity ot the ſecond z he prayes her to conſider , that as Cecilliana is her Daughter, ſo ſhe is bis 
Siitcr, and that he is ſo well acquainted with her diſpoſition and ſecrets, as not to diflemble 
k:c th: truch , he holds her far more fit ro make a Witc than a Nunne , and a Nunnery therefore 
(very way ) to be improper for her, and ſhe for it; that he is not ignorant that it is the policic 
or cather the malice ot his Brother Do# Martino, which hath wrought theſe falſe impreflions in 
her belict againſt himſclt, and this her uncharicable reſolution againſt his Siſter ; for which 
baſe treachery and ingratitude of his , it he thought him as worthy of his care, as he knows he 
is of his ſcorn, he would not faile to call him to a ſtrit account for the ſame, but that Nature 
and Grace preſcribe him contrary rules. Dona Catherina being far more capable to diftaſte, 
than to rclith this bold anſwer of her Son Do# Pedro,and contenting her ſelf to have now deli- 
vered him her mind and reſolution at full, ſhe leaves himzand finds out his Brother Martine, 
to whom (he punCtually relates what had paſt berween her,and his Brother Dox Pedro z whercat 
he isa treſh ſo nerled with choller,and inflamed with revenge againſt h:m , as what before he 
hath deſperatly plotted and reſolved againſt his lifeghe now vows and ſwears ſhortly to execute, 
wicreat his bloody thoughts { without intermiſſion ) aime and tend, and next there- 


unto hz dcfires nothing ſo much , as to ſee his Siſter made a vowed and vayled. 


Siſter, 


Whiles thus his Mother and himſclf are dcep in conference, and buſfic in conſultation how to 
eff:& and compals theſe their different defignes3 Don Pedro goes to his Sifter Cecilliana, finds 
out Adonfredo,aud tothem both (inc:rely delivers what hath paſt between his Mother , his Bro- 
ther, and himſelf, in their bchalfs; yea, it is a jeſt (both worthy, and well beſeeming hislJaugh- 
ter)to ſce how Detween earneſt and jcity he tels his Siſter ( in preſence of her lover Moufredo) 
chat {hz muſt ſhorcly prepare her ſclfe for a Nunnery , for that their Brother Don ;Martino bath 
decrecd it , and their Mother Dox Catherina ſworn it : At this pleaſant pefſage and. conceipt of 
Don Pedro, Cecilliana cannot refrain from bluſhing , nor Moxfredo from imiling : for hls 
cach on other with the eycs of one and the ſame tender aff:&ion and conſtancy , he ſmiles to 
ſee her bluſh and ſhe again blaſherh to ſee him ſmile hereat, here ſhe tels her Brother Dx Pedro 
plainly , and hcr lover Monſredo pleaſantly , that ſhe will deceive her Mothers hopes, and her 
Brother Don Martino”s detires,in thinking tomake her a Cloyftred Siſter , when again meta* 
morphoſing the ſnow white Lillics of her checks into bluſhing Damask Roſes , ſhe with a mo» 
deſt pleaſantneſs , dircCing her ſpeech to Mcafredo(who then lovingly led her in the Garden by 
her acme)cels him, that his houſe ſh uld be the Ncnnery, his armes the Cloyſter , and himſclte 
the Saint, to whom (till death)ſhe was ready to proffer up, and facrifice both her aff:&ion and 
her (elf 3 that as ſhe did not hate, but love the profeſſiion of a Nunne in others, ſo for his 
ſake ſhe could not love , but hate it in her ſelf, adding withall, that for proof and confirmation 
hercof (ifit were his pleaſure)ſhe was both ready and willing to pur her (cf into his pror«Rie 
on, and to repole her honour in the confidence of his faithfull aff:&ion and integrity rowards 
her, 

Mon fredo fickt kiſſing hergthen infinitly thanking her for this true demonſtration of her dear 
and conftant aff-C&tion to him , when again intermixing kifſcs with ſmiles,and ſmiles with kiſ- 
ſes, he ſwears to her in preſence of God, and her Brother D«a Pedro, that if the Lady her Mo» 
ther wholly abandon her, or reſolve to commit her to a Nunnery, he will receive and enter» 
tain her in his poor houſe with delight and joy, and preſerve her honour equally with hig 
own life, and that in "7 things(as well for the time preſentzas the future) he will ſteer his aRi- 
ons by the ſtarr of her deſire, and the compaſs of her preſent Brother Don Pedros commands: 
for which frec and faichfull courtchie of his, Cecilliaza thanks him, and no leſs doth Don Pe« 
dro, who in rcquitall hercof makes him a generall and generous tender of his b:ft power and, 
ſervice to a& and conſummate his defires 3 and fo for that time , and with this reſolution 
they pert each from other , leaving the progreſs of their aff:&ions, and the ſuccefie thereof 


peiy vo time, but chicfly to God, whom they all rcligiouſly invocatec to bleſs their defignes 
In hand, 


Leave 


Gods revenge againit Murther. Book V. 


Leave we them for a while and come we now again (curſorilic) to ſpeak of their Mother 
Dona Catherina . and of Don Martinotheir Brother , who being the Oracle from whom the de» 
derives aud dire&s all her reſolutions , ſhe is ſtill conſtant to her ſelf , and therefore ftill vehe- 
mently bent againſt her Son Do Pedro, her Daughter Cec:lliana and Monfreds, ſwearing both 
ſolemnly and ſeriouſly , that ſhe will rather dye , than live to ſee him her Son ig Law: and 
yet whatſoever Don Martin» do ſay, or can alleadge ro her to the contrary , lhe yet loves Don 
Alonſo Delri2 ſo well, and her Daughter Cecilliania fo deerly , that before ſh: will. artempr to 
Cloyſter her up in a Nunnery , ſhe hoping to reclaim him to affect her, and to revive his ſuir 
of marriage, doth by a Gentleman ker ſervant ſend him this Letrer. 


CATHERINA to DELRIO. 


[3 
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Am wholly ignorant why thou thus for ſakeſt thy afſeFion and ſute to my Daughter Cecilliana, 

whereof , before I am reſolved by thee, I have many reaſons to ſuſpet and thinks that it was as 
feigned as thy promifes and Oaths pretended it to be fervent, Sure 1 am,that as envie cannot eclipſe 
the fame of her vertues towards the world , ſo. Truth dares not contradidt the ſincerity of my well wi- 
ſhes and affeirous towards thee , in deſiring to make thee her Husband, and her thy wife. Her pur 
beauty (which thou ſo often ſworeſt thy heart ſo deerly admired and adored) hath loſt no purt of its 
lujtre, but is the ſame ſtill; and ſo am I , who bave ever wiſhed, and ever will faithfully deſire,that 
of all men ofthe world, thy ſelf only may live to enjoy it. If thou think her afjedion be bent any other 
way, thou doejt her n0 right , but offer a palpable wrong to thy own Judgment, and tomy knowledge : 
Or if thou imagine the Portion be 100 ſmall, which I promiſed to grve, aud thou to receive with her in 
marriage, thou ſhalt commaxd that augmentation from me , which none but thy ſelf ſhall ever have 
cauſe to requeſt , or power toobtain 3 yea, thou ſhalt find , that for the finiſhing and conſummating of 
ſo good a work ( which thcu {0 much deſerveſt > and T ſo much-deſire ) I will willingly be contented to 
inrich her fortunes with the impoveriſhing of mine own. If thou ſend me thine Anſwer hereunto, I 
ſhall take it for an argument of thy unkindneſs : but if thou bring it thy ſelf , I will ejteem it as one of 
thy true reſpefis andafſſedton to me. 


CATHERINA. 


Don Martino being ſolicited and charged by his Lady Mother likewiſe to write *cffcQually 
to Delrio toreturn to ſeck his Siſter Cecillzana in marriage, yet notwithſtanding drawn there- 
unto for his own covetons cnds, ſecretly to defare and with that he might never marry her, but 
ſhe a Nunnery, he therefore to that effe& writes , and ſends him a moſt difſembling and hypo= 
criticall Letter by the ſame Mcflcnger , to accompany hers , but he is ſo reſerved and fine, as he 
purpoſely conceals the fight and reading thereof from his Mother. This Letcer of his, which 
was as falſe-and double as himſelf, reported this language. 


MARTINO tt DELRIO. | 
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T duty ever obliging me to eſteem my Mothers requeſts as commands , I therefore adventure thee j 
this Letter , as deſiring to know who or what hath ſo ſuddenly withdrawn thee, or thy affeth- h 
on from my Siſter Cecilliana. Thou canſt not be ignorant of my hearty well wiſhes and love to thee in , 
obtaining her to thy wife; and yet it is not poſſible for the to concerve , much leſs believe, the bun- 4 
dreth part of the bitter ſpeeches, which I have been inforced to receive and pack up,from her & my Bro- - 
ther Don Pcdroyfor deſiring and wiſhing it. I know that inforced affe&ions prove commonly more fatall ( 
than fortunate , and more ruinous than proſperous 3 therefore I am ſo far from any more perſwading f 
thee to ſeck ber in marriage, that T leave each of you to your ſelves, and both unts God, And tothe b 
end thou mayſt ſee bow much the Lady my Mother affefts thy fate, and diſtajis that of Monfredo to ny D 
Siſter , ſhe upon thy forbearence and abſence hath vowed unto G#d,that if thou be not,he ſhall not, but 

a Nunnery muſt be her Husband. My Mother is deſirous to ſee thee, and my ſelf to ſpeak with thee; , 
but becauſe marriages ought firit to be made in Heaven , before conſummated on Karth, therefore 

tbou knoweſt far better than my ſelf, that in all aGions (eſpecially in marriage ) it is the duty of 6 
Chriftiam to wait on Gods ſecret providence, and to attend his ſacred pleaſure with pattence. 


MARTINO. i 
Delrio 
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Delrioreccives and reads theſe ewo Lerters , and(conſiling them with his j 1dgnenc ) tinas 
that they look too diff:rent wayes 3 for Dona Catberiua the Mocher would marry her Daugh- 
ter to himſelt , bur nor to Monſredo and her Son Marti»o aimes and defireth to have her mar- 


ricd to a Nunnery, and noc to bimſelf; wherein wealth cn coverouſnels arc the chickeſt ends 


'and ambition of them both , withouthaving any reſpeCt to the young Ladics content , Or re- 
eard to her ſatisfaQtion 3 and although the ſpeect: which Dox Pedro,delivercd him in the Corde. 
liers( or Gray Fricrs ) Church, have ſo much wrought with his affcAion , and ſo powerfully 
prevailed with his reſolution, that he will no farther ſeck Cecilliana in martiage , yet in com» 
mon courtclic and civility he holds himſelf bound to anfwer their ewo Letters, the which he 
doth, and returns them by cheir own Mecfſznger. That to the Lady Catherina had theſe words* 


DELRIO to CATHERINA. 


Hongh yon ſuſpet my ſincerity ,yet if you will beleive the truth , you ſhall find, that the affedti. 
on which 1 inteuded the Lady Cecilliana your Daughter was fervent, not ſeigned; and becauſe 
you are deſirous to kuow the reaſons why I forbear to ſeek her in marriage, Ican give you no other but 
this y that I know ſhe is too worthy to be my wife , and believe that I am not worthy enough to be her 
Husband : ſo though envie ſhould dare to be ſo ignorant , yet it Cannot poſſibly be ſo malicious ; either 
jo ecclipſ, the lujtree 0! her beauty , or the fame of her veriues, ſith the one is ſo ſweet a graceto 
the other , and both ſo precious ornaments to her ſelf, that infinit others beſides my ſelf hold it as great 
a prophaneneſs not to adire the laſt, as @ happineſs to ſee and admire the firſt, For your affeFion in 
defiring my ſelf hers, and ſhe mine in marriage, I can give you 10 other requitall but thanks for the 
reſent , and my prayers and ſervice for the future. How your Daughter hath, or will diſpoſe 0 
% «ff:ftion, God and her ſelf beſt krow 3 and therefore I ſhall do her right, and your knowledge and 
my judgment 10 wrong, rather to proclaim my ignorance, than my cariofity herein : but this I aſſure 
you , that if hers to me had equallized mine to hers, I ſhould then thank ſully have taken, and joyfully 
received her with a far leſs portion than you wold have given me with her, To your ſelf T wiſh much 
proſperity,and to the Lady your Daughter all happineſs. 1 muſt return you this mine anſwer by mine 
own. ſervant, and whether you make it an argument of my unkinan:ſs, or affettion, in pleaſing your 
ſelf you ſhall noway diſpleaſe me. | 


DELRI1O. 
His Letter to Don Martino ſpake thus. 
DELRIO to MARTINO. 


Have (by my Leteer) given the Lady thy mother” the reaſens why I deſiſt from any farther ſeeking 

by Sifttr Cecilliana 17 marriage 3 aud becauſe I know ſhe will acquaint thee therewith, there« 
fore I hope they will ſuffice both for thee and her. I am as thankfull to thee for thy well wiſhes to 
have obtained her for my wife, as I grieveto underſtand that thou haſt received any bitter ſpeeches y 
either from her or thy Brother Don Pedro, for wy ſake, it reioyceih me to ſee thee of the opinion, that 
inforced marriages prove. commonly fatall and ruinous , in which belief and truth, if thou and thy 
mother perſevere, T hope you will eſpouſe your Siſter to Don Montredo, and not to a Nuxnery, becauſe 
(if I am1 wot miſ- informed) her affeqions ſuggeſt and aſſure her , that ſhe ſhall receive as much content 
from the firſt, as miſery from the ſecond. As thy mother is deſirous to ſe e me, ſo amT to ſerve her, and 
likewiſe thy ſelf ; and as thou writeſt religiouſly and truly, that marriages ſhould firft be made in Hea= 
ven ere ſolemnized in Earth; ſo, doubtleſs, God hath reſerved thy Siſter for a far better Husband than 
D:lrio, aud him for « far worſe wife then Cecilliana : And thus (as a Chriſtian) recommend ber 
with zeal to the providence, and my ſelf with P atience to the Pleaſure of Almighty God. 


DELRIO. 


When in regard of his former aff:&ion,and future reſpe&, devoted to the beauty and ver« 
tues of Cecilliana, and (ccing her ſelt her Mother zn1 Brother Don Martine bent to difpoſe 0» 
therwiſe of her in Marriage, he will yet be ſo jealous of her good, and ſo caretull of his own 
honour and reputation,' as he holds himſelf obliged:co take his leave of her by Lerter , fith not 
in perſon-,. and fo to r:commend her and her good fortunes ro God; the which he doth, and 
- fiveshis Letter to the ſame B:arcr , but with a particular charge and ſecret inſtruftions de- 
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liver very privatly into the Lady (ecilliane's hands , wichout the knowledge either of her 
Mochzr or Brother Don Martino, which he faichfully promiſed to perform : His ſaid Letter to 
hce was charged with cheſe lines, 


DELRIO to CECILLIANA. 


y Eing heretofore informed by our Brother Don Pedro of your dear affeFion to Don 
Dutootedo , and your conſtant reſolution to make him your Husband, I held n 
ſelf bound, out of dueregard to yeu,, and firme promiſe to him, to ſurceaſe my ſute ty 
cu , and( becauſe the ſhorteſt errours are ever beſt) no more to ſtrive to make impoſſibi- 
lities poſſible, in perſevering ts ſeek you in marriage , whom Tſee ( Heaven and Earth 
have conſpired ) another muſt obtain and enjoy : Ana when I look from my age to youp 
youth, and from that to Monfredo's, I am ſo far from condemning your chogce, as] 
both approve and applaud it , praying you to be as reſolute in this confidence, as Tam 
confident in this reſo!ntion , that my beſt prayers ana wiſhes ſhall ever wiſh you the beſ 
proſperities. And to the end you may perceive that my former affection fhall till "o 
plend and (h-ne to you in my future reſpect, I cannot, 1 will not conceale the knowle oe 
ff this truth from you, that by Letters which right now "by this Bearer) Ireceived 
from the Lady your Mother and Brother Don Martino, they have ſome exorbitant 

and irregular deſign in contemplation , ſhortly to reduce into action, againſt the excel- 
lency of your youth aud beauty, and the ſweetneſs of your content and trargquillity; 
which howſoever (to your ſclf and the world ) they ſeem to haddow and over-vail with 
falſe colours , yet althcugh they make Religion the pretext, you (if you ſpeedily prevent 
it ot ) will in theend find that their malice to your lover Monfredo is the true and 
only cauſe thereof. God hath endued you with a double happineſs , in giving you an 
excellent wit to ſecond and imbelliſh your exquiſite beauty, wherenusto if in this Puſm 
you take the advice of your - friend Montredo, axd follow that of your noble Rrot 
Don Pedro, you w-ll ther have no cauſe to donbt , but all the reaſons of the world to 


aſſure your ſelf that your affections and fortunes will in the end ſucceed according to my 
prayers , and your merits and expectation, 


= 


DELRIO. 


The M-(T:nger fi ſt publ'ckly delivereth the two former Letters to his Lady Doxa Catbering, 
and her Son Dz Martixo, and then privatly the other tothe young Lady Cecaliana, accordi 
to his pro-nilc and Den Delriy's req ict : As for the Mother, ſhe grieves to fee that. Delrio will 
not be reclaimed, bur hath quite torſaken her Daughter 3 Bur for her Son Do# Martino he is 
exceeding joyful herco! 3 for now he is confident, that (according to his plotYhis Mother up- 
on Delrio's refuf Il , will (in mcer malice to Moxfredo )afſuredly commit his Siſter to a Nun- 
nery : Thusit h: obtain his ends and d:{ares , he cares not who mils theirs. As for Cecilliane 
ſh: duth not a little rejoyce at Delriv's Letter to her, and at his conftant reſolution to leave,and 
commir her to Monſred? ; ya thz repures his advice to her concerning her Mother , and her 
Brothzr Dox Mrtino's intended difcourtehis towards her to much reſpce& and honour. Shs 
acquaints her Brother Don Pedro, and her Monfredo with this Letter of Delrio, who now plainly 
ſee their Mother and Brothers former reſolution confirmed , in aiming and intending to make 


Cecilliana a holy Siſter , whereat they again Tangh and jcRt at her , and ſhe to theay, for in 


their hearts and thought they all know, andreſolyego prevent it. But they cannor bur highly 
approve of De{riv's noble reſpeCt and true difcreriou, in being fo conftant to give over his (ute 
to her, and yt focourteons and honeſt towards them all in this his kind and reſp:Afull Letcer 
to Cecilliana; th= which above the other two, ſhe cheerfully receives; and joyfully welcoms 


that ſh: reſolves ſh: can (in honour) do no lefs , than return his complement, and anſwer bis 


Letter with one of hzr own to him, che which ſh: doth in theſe tearme. 
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CECILIANA to DELRIO. 


V \ 7 Hat my Brother Don Pedro informed you concerning Monfredo and my ſelf, was the very 
' truth and ſincerity of thoſe affefiions wherewith God hath inſpired our l earts , and ſettled 
our reſolutions each to other. As I was never doubtfull of your well-wiſhes and love, { now I lam 
not a litle thankfull to you for your dear reſpe& towards me, in approving my choyce, and in pr aying 
to God to make it proſperous , whereas the obſtinacy of my Lady Mother , and the malice of my Bro« 
ther Don Martino (without ground or reaſon) affirm it muſt needs prove ruinous. TI have heretofore 
been advertiſed, and now (by yoar care of me , and reſpe to me which clearly reſplends and ſhines i 
your Letter Jam fully confirmed that my ſaid Mother and Brother have ſome undeſerved defigne a= 
gainſt me , and my content ; and although my poor beauty and ſilly wit no way de ſerve thoſe excellent 
praiſes of your pen , yet my heart ſhall conſult with Don Pedro kow to bear my ſelf in this ſo weighty 
and important a buſineſs , whereon ( although the cauſe bemalice, and the pretext Religion ) I know 
depends either my future content or afflidion , my happineſs or my miſery,in the mean time I will pray 
for thoſe wbo vitiouſly hate me, and honour thoſe whs vertuouſly «ffect and hoxwour me. Of which laſt 
aumber , I ingeniouſly and gratefully acknowledge , that your generoſity, not my merits hath condignly 
made you ones 


CECILIANA. 
When ſhe had diſpatched this Letter to Delrio, then Monfredo by her conſent , and the advice 


of her Brother Don Pedro,holds it very requiticenow once againe to ſound the affc&ion, and ' 


to feel the pultc of their Mother Dona Catherina's reſolution towards him, to ſee whetacr yea or 
no ſhe will pleaſe to give him her Daughter in marriage z, and it is agrecd of all fides between 
them , that at the very time and hour which he gocs there, that ſhz and her Bzother Dox Pedro 
will purpoſcly abſent themſelves , and ride abroad in their Coach, to take the aire, which they 
do. Tothis cff:& Monfreds takes his Coach , and gocs direaly to the Lady Catherina's houſe, 
and ſends up his name to her, as defiring to have the honour to ſalute her, and kiſs her hand; 
but ſhe is ſo enraged and tranſported with choller at his arrival and meſſage, as ſhe ſends him 
down a flat and peremptory deniall, That ſhe will not ſec him, and as formerly ſhe prayed, ſo 
now ſhe commands him to depart, and cver hcreatter to forbcar her Houſe. An anſwer ſo un« 
kind and uncivill, that Moxfreds well knows not whether he have reaſon to digeſt it with more 
choller or laughter 3 ſo returning her anſwer by her Waiting-gentlewoman, that he will obey 
her commands , and no more trouble cither her Houfe or her patience, yct that he will till re- 
main her moſt humble ſervant, and although ſhe refuſe to ſee him, that he will ever pray for 
her long life and proſperity : Dox Martino is now at home, and laughs in his (lceve as a Gipfic, 
to ſee whatbrave entertainment his Mother gives Monfredo , he cxpettcth alfo that he ſhould 
viſithim, but becauſe his Mothers Rtomack is ſo high, therefore he cannot deſcend fo low, as 
owing him no ſuch duty and ſervice, and fo takes Coach and away ; and knowing where Dor 
Pedro and his Miſtreſs Cecilliana were , in th: fields, he drives away preſcntly to them, and 
very pleaſantly relates them the whole long ftory of their Mothers ſhort entertainment to him, 
which adminiſtreth matter oflaughter to them all, and far the more, in regard neither of them 
eeÞc&cd leſs; fo Moafredo Rtaying an hour or two with them in the fields, and then bringing 
them to the Gates of thee Citygthey for that time take their leave cach of other , and all appoing 
to meet the next day after dinner, in the Garden of the Auguſtine Frzers, and there to provide 
and reſolve for their affairs , againſt the diſcontent of their Mother , and the malice of their 
Brother Don Martino. | 

The next morning , the Lady Catherina (ſtorming at Monfredos yeſterdayes preſumption and 


boldneſs )ſends for her Daughter Cecilliana into the Garden to her, as being tully reſolved to 


deal eff:Qtually with her for ever to forſake Monfredo, or it ſhe cannot, then tocommir her toa . 


Nunnery, She comes, when (in great privacy and cflicacy) ſhe layes before her the younry 
of Monfredo, the which ſhe affirmes will bring her to more miſery than ſhe can expeR or thi 


| of, or indeed which ſhe deſerves, at leaſt ifſhe bz not ſo wilfull to ruine her ſelf and her for- 


tnnes, asſh2 is to preſerve them. Cecilliana now ſeeing her mother bene to play ber prize a- 
painft the merits and honour of her Aonfredo, and therefore againſt the content and felicity 
which ſhe expeRts to enjoy by enjoying him , ſhe no longer able to brook or digeſt it , cuts her 
off with this reply , that Cher duty expe&ed ) it is in vain for her , cither to ſeck to diſparage 
Moufredo or any way of the world to attempt to withdraw her affe&tion from him, and there- 
fore with much obſervance and reſpeR prayes her toaffe& and honour him, if not for his 

own 


# 
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awn ake, yet for hers. H-r Lady mother weeps to {ec her Daughter thus obltinare (ſh: might 
have ſaid thus conſtant )in her aff.&ion ro Monfrede, and ctheretore( with frowns in her looks, 
and angrr in hereyes) ſh: thunders outa whole Caralogite of difpraiſes and recriminationg 


againſt him; and becauſe yet ſh- deſpaircrh to prevaile wich her h:reby, ſhs now ( thinkiog it. 


high time) reſolves todivert and change the ſtream ot her aff. tion trom him to God, and ſo 
atiaſtto mew and bcrake her to a Nunnery , whercon her d-fices and intemions have fo 
long ruminated, and her wiſhes and vows aimed at : to which end calming the ſtorms of her 
tongue, and compoſing her countenance to patience and picty , ſhe with her beſt are and elo« 
quenc: ſpeaks to her thus 3 That in regard ſhe will not accept of Don Delris for her Husband, 
with whom ſh: might have enjoyed proſperity, content, and glory , but will rather marry 
Monfredo, from whom ſhecan , and muſt expeCt nothing bur poverty, grief , and repentance. 
ſhe therefore (aut of her naturall regard of her, and tciider attetion ro her jhath by the direti- 
on of God , bethought her ſelf of a medium between both, which is to marry neither of them, 
but in a religious and ſanRified way to cſpouſe her ſclt ro God. and his holy Churchz when 
thinking to have taken time by the torclock )ſhe depainteth her the felicity and beatirude of a 
Nuns profeſſion and life, fo plcafing to God and the World, to Heaven and Earth, to Angels 
and men : When her Daughter Cecill:ana being tyred and diſcontented with this poor and ri- 
diculous Oration of hers, ſhe lifting up her eyes ro Heaven ,with a modeſt boldneſs, yet with 
a bold truth, interrupts her motherthus , that God hath inſpired her heart to «ff. Monfredo 
ſo deearly,and to love him ſotenderly , as ſh: will rather content her (elf to beg with himythan 
to live wich Delrio in the greateſt proſperity which cither this lite or this world can zfford her; 
that although ſhe had no bad opinion of Nuns , yet that neicher the conſtitution of her body , 
mach leſs of mind , was proper for a Nunnery, or a Nuunery for her 3 in whichregard, ſhe had 
rather pray for them then with them, and honor then imitate.them : when the Lady her mo» 
ther, notable to contain her ſelf in patience , much lefs in ſilence, at this audacity ( and as ſhe 
thought ) impicty of her Daughter , ſhe with much choller and ſpleen demands her a reafon 
oftheſe her exorbirant ſpeeches. When her Deughter no way dejetting her looks ro Earth, 
but rather advancing and raiſing them to Heaven, requites her with this anſwer 5 That it is not 
the body , but the mind, not the fleſh, bur the ſoul, which is chiefly requiſite and required to 
give our ſeſves toGod and his Church 3 that to throw, or ( which is worſe) ro permit 
one ſelves to be thrown on the Church through any cauſe of conttraint, or morion of diftaſte 
or diſcontent, is an a& which favoureth more of prophancneſs then piety, and more of Earth 
than Heaven; that as Gods power , ſo his preſence is not to be confined or tyed to any place, 
for that his Center is every where, and therefore his circurnier:nce no where ; that God isin 
Zgypt,as well as in Paleſftixe or Hieruſalem, ard that Heaven is as ncar ur, and we Heavenzin a 
Mantion houſe,as ina Monaftery or Nunnery; that it is not the place which ſan&tficth the heart 
and ſoul , but they the place; and that Churches and Cloyſters have no priviledge or power 
to keep out fin, if we by our own lively faith, and God by his all-ſaving grace do not, Which 
ſpcech of hers as ſoon as ſhe had delivered, and-ſceing that the Lady her Mother was more ca» 
pablc to anſwer her thereunto with filence thangeafon, ſhe making her a low reverence , and 
craving her cxcuſe, departs from her, and leaves her here alone in the Garden to hee (elf and 
her Muſes. 

Her Mother having alittle walked out her choller, in ſecing her Daughters firmreſolution 
not to become a Nun 3 (he Ieaves the Garden and retires to her Chamber , where ſendingbr 
her Son Martino, (he rclatcs him at full what conference had there paft between his Siſter and 
her (lf, who likewiſe is muck perplexed and grieved hereat, as putting their heads and 
wits together, they within a day or two , vow to provide a remedy for this her obſtinancy and 
wilfullneſs. As for-Cecilliana, ſhe likewiſe reports: this verball conference, which had paſtbe» 
tween her Mother and her (clf, to her Brother Dox Pedro, and Monfredo, wher( according to 


promiſe)they met that afternoon in the Augyſtzxes Garden , who exceedingly larghe thereat;' 


and yet again fearing leſt the malice of their Brother Don Martino towards them , might 
ud his Mother to uſe ſome violence or induranceto her, and ſo to make force extort that 
from her will, which fair means could not, they bid her to aflume a good courage , and be 


chcerfull and generous, promiſing her that if her mother attemptedit, thar Moxfredo ſhould 


Rica! her away by night, and that he, as he is Don Pedro her Brother , will fiſt her jn her eſcape 
and flight; whereon they all reſolve with hands, and conclude with kifſzs : neither did their 
doubts prove vain,or their fear & ſuſpicion deceive'them hercin; for her incenſed mother being 
reſolute in her will, and wilfull in her obſtinacy,to make her Daughter a Nur,fhe ſhuts her up io 


hc: Chamber, makes itno leſsthen her priſon, and her Brother Don Martino h:r Guard-ang 
or rather her Goaler, Poor Cicilliane now cxceedingly weeps and pricves at this crueley | 
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hee Mother and Brother Do# Martine, which as yet her dear Brother Dor Pedro canhot re- 
medy y by perſwading or prevailing with them to relcafe herz he acquaints Monfredo with ir, 
they both conſulting , find no b:trer expediznt to free her from this domefticall impriſonment, 
than countecrtcitly to give her Mother to underſtand and bclieve, that her Danghter bath now 
changed her mind, and that {by Gods direCtion) fh: is fully reſolved to abandon Mon fredo, 
and fo to ſp:nd and end her daycs in a Nunnery 3 but contrariwiſe, they reſolve to fetch her 
away by night, and without delay. Accordingly hereunto Cecil/:iana ats her part well , and 
pretends now to this ſpiriruall will and refolu;ion of her Mother , as before ſhe was diſobedi- 
ent. H-c Mother infinitly rejoycerh at this her converſton, and no lefs {or rather more )doth 
her Brother Dox Martino, who to fortifie and confirm her in this her religious reſolution, 
hey ſcnd foie Friers and Nuns to perſwade her to appoint the preciſe day for her entrance 
into this Holy Houſe and Orders ; whichwirh her tungue {he doth, but in her heart reſolves 
nothing leſs, or rather direftly the contrary, The Mother now acquaint both her Sons wich 
this reſolution of their Siſter, which is the n:xt Sunday to give her lt to God and the Church, 
aud to take holy Orders; when Don Pedro purpolcly very artificially tezms as ftrongly to cp- 
poſc, as his Brother Don Martino cheertully approves thereof, now exrolling her devotion and 
picty as taras the sky, it not many degrees beyond the Moon; fo the day appointed for her 
cntrance and reception drawing near , the Lady Abd. fſc is dealt with by her Mother, her Cell 

rovided, her ſpirituall Apparcll made, all ber Kinsf« Iks and chict friends invited to a ſolemn 
Feat , to cclebrate this our new holy Siſters marriage ro God and the Church. But whilzs 
thus Do Catherina the Mother, and Don Martino her Son are exceedingly buſic about the pre= 
paration and ſol:mniry of this ſpirituall bufineſs, Don Pedro and Menfredo reſolve to run a 
contrary couric, 2nd fo to ſteal away Cecilhana the very night before the pretix2d day of her 
entrance into the Nunnery, as holding that Saturday nighe the ficteft rime and moſt void of all 
ſuſpition and fcar, whcreot ( both by rongue and lerer ) they give her exatand curious no- 
ticez which ftriking infinite joy to her heart and choughts, ſhe accordingly makes her ſelf 
ready, packs up all her Jewels and Bracelets in a ſmall Casket, and acquainting none of the 
worid therewith, forthat her Brother Don Pedre's Chamber was next to here, and he as vigi- 
lant and watcitull as her ſelf, for Monfredo's corrming about midnight,which was the appoin- 
cd hour for his Rexdevouz , when at laft both cheir ſeverall Watches (im their ſeveral! Chams 
bers) afſacing them thar it was near one of thy clock, icbeing the dead rime of the night , none 
ofthe huuſe tticring , but ail huſhed up in filence, as if very thing ſeemed to conſpire to her 
eſcape and flight; then ,1fay, Dox Pedro iffacs forth of his Chamher to hers, where the door 
bang a licel: op:p, and her Candle pur our, he finds his Siſter ready, when conduCting her by 
the ara, they ſotriy deſcend the ſtairs, and ſoto a Poſtern door of the Garden 3 where they * 
find Munjred (jo; tully ready io reccive the Qtjcen regent of his heart)aſlifted with ewo valiant 
couftident Gernc.c:mn nis fricnus, who were well mounted on «<xcelilent Horſes with Swords 
and Piſtols, and for timiſcit and her a Coach with fix Horſes : When briefly paſſing over their 
Complements and Congees egch trom other , they (with a world of thanks )) leave Dox Pedro 
behind them, and fo away as (witt as the wind, who ſeeing them gonegſecretly and foftly re- 
turns to his Chamber and B:d, filently ſharing all che doors after him , whiles Moxfredo with 
his other ſelf and his wo friends drive away to Vald. ele, a manner houſe of his ſome cighr 
leagues from Burgos. 

4Don Pedro lies purpoſely long in his bed the next morning, thereby the better to colour out 
his ignorance and innocency of his Sifters clandeſtine flight and eſcape : So his Mother abour 
five , or neer {ix of the clock , fend Felicia hee Daughters Wayting- Gentlewoman to her 
Chamber to awak and apparcll hers co receive many young Ladics and Gentl:women , who 
were come to vie her , and to take their leaves of her betore her entry into Gods Houſe : bur 
Felicia ſp:edily returns to her with this unlookt-for anſwer ; That her Ladies Chamber door 

is faſt locked, whereat ſh: hath many times called and knock*d aloud,bur hears no ſpeech. The 
Mother is amazcd hereat, and no lefs, (rather more)is her Son Dox Martino; fo they both rita 

to her Chamber, and knock and call aloud, but hearing no anſwer they force opzn the door, 
where they find the Nt, but the Bird flown away ; wherear the Mother infinitly weeps, and 
ber $ 1 Dox Martino doth excecdingly rage and ſtorm,at chis their afront and ſcandal, he ects 
his Mother he will engage his life, that his Brother Do# Pedro is accefiary to his Sifter Cecilt; 2- 
1a's flight, and gone wich her z ſo they both run to his Chamber , but find him in his B<4 
faſt ſlzeping and ſnoring, as he pretends and they bclieve , their out-cries awake him ; buy 
they ſhall find him as ſubcile and reſcrved inhis policy rowards them, as they were in their ma» 
lice co his Siſter 3 (o he hears their news, puts on hls epparclh, (cems to be alf in fice and choley- 
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hereat, profereth his Mother his beſt endeavours and power to recover his Siſter , and to re- 
venge himſelf on the villain who bath ſtoln her away. But his Brother Don Martins is ſo gal. 
led and netled at the eſcape of his Siſter, and thefe words of his Brother , as he tels him tG his 
facc, in preſence of their Mother,that his ſpeeches and profers are counterfeit, and himfſclfa 
difſembler , and that it is impoſlible but he affifted and favoured her cſca pe and departure ; for 
which uncivill and foul language of one Brother to another , Dox Pearo gives hinuthe lye, and 
ſeconds it with a box on the Ear, and then very cunningly bctakes himſclf to conſolate and 
comfort the Lady his Mother , who isnot a little gricved ard angry atthis her ſecond 2fli- 
Aion, and the more in regard he did it in her preſence; ſo Den Pedro recondiiCting ber to her 
Chamber, and leaving her weeping in company of many of their ſorrowfull Kinsfolks and 
Neigbours , he then calls for his Horſe , and under colour to find out his Sifter , he rides to 
Valdebelle to her and Moxfredo, ftayes their ſome cight dayes, where being exceeding careful] 
of the preſervation of his Siſters honour and reputation , he before his departure ſees them 
ſolemnly but ſecretly marricd 3 where leaving them to thcir Nupriall joyes, and pleaſmres, he 
againe returns to Byrgos, and tels his Mother it is impcflible for him to hear any news of his 
Sifter. 

And now what doth the return,fight,and preſence of Dex Pedro do here in his Mothers houſe 
at Burgos, but only revive his Brother Don Martine's old malice , and new choller and re- 
venge againſt him, for the Iyc and box on the Ear, which he ſolJately gave him? For there- 
membrance thereof ſo inflames his h-art and thoughts againſt him, rhat he forgetting his con- 
ſcicnce and ſoul, yea Heaven and God, as he affumes and gives life to his former bloody reſo- 
Jution to murther him, and thinks no ſafer, nor ſurer way tor him to effc& it, than by poy- 
ſon, that ingredient of Hell, and drug of the Devill. But Don Martino is reſolute in his rage, 
& exc<crablc in his bloody malice & revenge againſt this his generous and noble Brother Dox Pe- 
drozſo diſdaining all thoughts of religion &confiderations of pieryJhe procureth a pair of POY= 
ſoned perfumed Gloves, and treacheroufly infinuating them into his Brothers hands, and 
wearing, the fatall invenom'd ſent thereof in lefſc than two daycs poiſonerh him; fo he is 
found dead in his Bed: when Dox Martino, the more cloſely to overvail this damnable ta& of 
his,purpoſely gives it out, that it was an Imipoſtum which brok within him, and ſo he dyed 
ſuddenly thercofin his bed, there being no ſervant of his own, nor none elſe that night neer 
him, or by him to aſlift him, and this report of his paſſcth currant with the world ; ſo the 
Lady his Mother and himſelf cauſe him to be buricd with more lilence than ſolemnity, and c= 
very way inferiour to his honourable birth and generous vertuzs, becauſe ſhe Rill aff:&ted and 
{oved Don Martino far better then him : ſo his death did not much {lift or grieve her, and 
far Ic his Brother Do# Martino. Burt for his Sifter Cecilliaua, as ſoon as ſhe undertood and 
heard hereof, ſhe is ſo appalled with grief, and daunted with ſorrow and deſpair , that ſhe 
ſends a world of ſighs to Heaven, anda dcluge of tears to Exrth for the death of this her beſt 
and deareſt Brhther. Her Husbaad Dojs Moaufredo (tor kenceforth ſo we muſt call him ) like- 
wiſe infinitely laments Don Pedro's dcath,as having loft a conſtant friend and a dear and incom- 
perablec Brother in Iaw in himz and yct all the mcans which he can nſec to comfort this his 
ſorrowfull wife , haih will, but not power enough to efſc& ir ; for ſtill ſh: weeps and ſobs, and 
fill her heart and ſoul do prompt 2nd tell her, that ir is one Brother who hath killed ano» 
ther, and that her Brorher Doz Martino U infallibly the Martherer of his and her Brother Dor 
Pedro bur ſhe hath only preſymprion, no proofs for this her ſufpition, and therefore the 
leavs the deteftion and ifſue hereof to time, and ts God. 

| Now by this time we muſt underſtand that Dona Catherina hath peric& news , that it is Moxr 
fredo who hath ftoln away her Daughter Cecilliane, and keeps her at his houſe of V/aldebelle, in 
the Countrey, but as yer ſhe knows not that he hath married her; wherefore being deſirous of 
her return, not for any great affef&ion which ſh: now bore her , but only to accowpliſh her 
former defires , in fruſtrating her marriage with Moxfredo, and in marrying her co a N.nneryy 
ſhe again till provoked and cgged on by the advice of her Son Dox Martino , (:nds him to Yate 
dgbelle to crave her of Monfredo, 'and ſo to perfwade and haſten her return to her to Burgos, but 
writes to neither of them. Don Martino arrives thithcr, and having dclivercd Don Moufreds 


to ſpeak thus to them from himſclſ. He firſt ſharply rebukes her of folly and diſobedience, in 
flying away from his and her mother, and then ( with more paſſion than ſudgment ) 
x $6 him of diſhonour to harbour and ſhelter her ; that this was fnot the rue and 
right way to make her his Wife , but his Strumpet , or at leaſt to give the World 


raine it ,. that he ſhould reftorc his Mother her Daughter , and himſelf his Siſter , and 9 


longer retain herz but ſpeaks not a word of his Brother Doz Pedro's death , much os 
m 


and his Siſter Cecilliana his mothers meffage for her return to Burgos, he then vainly preſumes - 


juft cauſe to think ſo; and ifhe intended to preſerve her proſperity and hpnor, and not to: 
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makes any ſhadbw to mourn, or ſhew to grieve or forrow tor it. His titer Cecilliane (at his 
firſt fight) is all in tears for the death of her brother Don Pedro, and yer exireamly i:.cenſed 
with him for theſe his baſe ſpeeches towards her and her Adonfredo, ſhe once thought to have 
given him a hot and chollerick reply, butat laſt conſidering better wich her ſelf (2s alſo to 
prevent Monfredo, whom ſhe faw had an itching deſire to fic him with his anſwer) (he then in 
gencral terms returns him this ſhort reply 3 that ſhe is now accomptable to none but to God 
for her ations, who beſt knows her heart and reſolutions, and therefore for her return to her 
mother at Burgss, or her ſtay here at V aldebel!e, ſhe wholly refers it to Don Moyfredo,whoſe will 
and pleaſure therein ſhall affuredly be hers, becauſe fhe hath, 2nd fill finds him to be a worthy 
and honourable Gentleman : when (before ſhe conclude her ſpeech to him) ſhe tells him, thar 
fhe thoughe his coming had been to condole with her for the death of their brother Don Pedro; 
but that with grief ſhe is now enforced to ſee the contrary, in regard his ſpeeches and aQtions 
tend to aftlit, nottocomfort her, and rather to be the argument of her mourning, than the 
cauſe of her conſolation. But Monfredo being touched to the quick, with theſe ignoble and 
baſe ſpeeches of Don Martino, both to himſelf and Cecilliana, he is too generous long to di- 

them with ſilence, and therefore preferring his affeRion to her, before any other earthly 
reſpe&, and her reputation and honour & arer than his life, he compoſing his countenance to 
diſcontent and anger, returns him this anſwer : That it any other man but himſelf, had gi- 
ven him the leaſt part of thoſe unworthy ſpeeches , both againſt his honour, as alfo againſt 
that of bis ſiſter Cecillians, his Rapier, not his Tongue, ſhould have anſwered him; that his 
affeAion and reſpeQts to her, are every way vertuous and honcurable ; and that ſhe is, and ſhall 
be ſafer here in Y aldebelle, than the life of his noble brotber Don Pedro was in his mothers houſe 
at Burgos; that as the young Lady his ſiſter is pleaſed to refer her ſtay or return to him, ſo (re- 
ciprocally to requite her courteſie) doth he to her ; and for his part, he is fully reſolved noe 
to perſwade, much leſs to adviſe her to put her ſelf into her mothers proteRion , or his cour- 
tefie; for that he is fearfu], if not confident in this belief, that the one may prove pernitious 3 
and the other fatal and ruinous to her. And fo with cold entertainment, and ({hort Cere- 
monies, Dow Martino is enforced to return to Burgos to his mother without his ſiſter, where 
afſoon as he i8 arrived, he tells his mother of his tiſter Ceci/l;ana's conſtant reſolution, from 
whence he thinks it impoſſible to draw or divert her, becauſe he finds Monfredo of the fame 
opinion - but whether he have married her or no, he knows not,neicher could he inform him 
felf thereof. _ 

And here yet Don Martino is ſo cautious to his Mother, as he ſpeaks not a word or ſyllable 
of any ſpeech or mention they had of the death of his brother Don Pedro» But afſoon as he 
had left his Mother, and retired himfelf to his Chamber, then he thinks the more thereof 3; 
yea, then heagain and again remembers what dangercus ſpeeches he publickly received from 
his Siſter Cecz//ia2 and Monfredo, concerning that his ſudden death, whereby they ſilently 
meant, and -tacitely implied no leſs than Murther ; Wherefore he is ſo helliſh and bloody- 
minded, that he reſolves ſhortly to provide a plaiſter for this fore z and he knows, that to 
make their tongues eternally ſilent, he cannot better or fafer perform ir, than by murthering 
them, whereof he ſays the reaſon is apparantly and pregnanly tine : tor as long as that ſuſpi- - 
tion lives in them, he therefore can never live in ſafety, but in extream danger himſelf, But 
becauſe of thetryo, Morfreds ſeemed to intend and portend him the greateſt choller, and the 
moſt inveterate rage , therefore (as a Limb of the Devil, or rather as a Devil incarnate him- 
ſelf) he reſolves to begin with Monfreds firſt, and as occaſions and accidents ſhall preſent,then 
with his Siſter Ceci//iane after, wichout ever having the grace to think of his Conſcience or 
Soul, or of Heaven or Hell, or without once con{idering, that our own malice and revenge 
doth more hurt us than our enemies ; That anger is a ſhort madneſs, and that it is a moſt at- 
lured happineſs for us rather to forget offences, than to revenge them 3 and which is more, 
that(in a manner )it is but right now that he came from poyſoning of kis own Brother, whole 
innocent blood is yet hardly cold in his untimely grave, but till crics aloud for vengeance 
from Heaven on his head for that cruel and damnable FaR. | 

But this ſhame, this monſter of Nature, Dor Martino, who fears none leſs than God, and 

oves none more than the Devil, will not thus forſake his cruel malice, nor abandon his exe- 

crable revenge : but underſtanding that Monfredo ſometimes (though fecretly) leaves Valde- 
to ſee Burgos, he hearkens out therefore for his next coming thither : when being affu- 

red that he was now in the City , he waiting for him as he iſſued forth his houſe, which he 
did between eleven and twelve at night, he with his ſmall Target , and dark Lantern in his 
le hand, and his Rapicr drawn in his right, rans him twice thorow the body therewith, 
84 
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of which two mortal wounds he preſently tell dead in the firect, his misfortune being then fo 
great, ashe had no Servant nor Friend prelent to affift him , and his fear and care ot himſelf 
ſo ſmall, as he was kill'd before he could ſee his enemy , or have the Jeaſtire todraw his 
{word in his own defence and alliftance; ſo fierce and ſudden was Martine's rage and malice, 
in murthering of this harmleſs and innocent Gentleman ; the which 2fſoon as he had per« 
formed, he ſecretly hies home to his Mothers houſe , and ſpeedily betakes himſelf to his bed, - 
where the Devil rocking him aſleep in ſecurity, he as his infernal Agent , and bloody FaRor, 
nothing cares what God or man can do unto him. The next morning at break of day , this 
breathleſs body of Don Monfredo is found in the Street : ſo all Bzrgos reſounds of this his la- 
mentable Murther, but no mortal eye hath feen, or tongue as yet can tell who the Murtherer 
ſhould be. Bur God (in his Divine Juitice, and for the exaltation of his ſacred Glory) 
will ſhortly bring both it and him to light, by an accident no lefs firange than remarke- 
able. 
Dona Catherina hears hereof, and is ſo far from grieving , as ſhe rejoyceth thercar, no wa 
dcabting , but Aonfreds being dead , ſhe with mnch facility Caccbrding to her defires and 
wiſhes) ſhall now of two relolutiens, draw her Daughter Cecilliana ro embrace and follow 
one; thar is, either to Marry Detrzo in earneit, or a Nanneryno more in jelt. The next day 
after Dinner, the Relation of this deplorable accidenc arrives at Vaidebelle. and conf quently 
to the knowledge of cur Cecilliana, who fo pittifully weeps and mourns thereat, as for meer 
grief and ſorrow ſhe tears her hair, bolts her felf into her Chamber, and there tkrows her ſelf 
down on the floor, and neither can, nor will be comforied, no, nor permit any one to admi- 
nifter it to her, or which is leſs, to ſee or ſpeak with her. So although Meonfieds's Kinsfolks 
and Friends do infinitely lament this his unfortunate Death, yer all their ſighs and tezrs put 
rogether , are nothing in regard of thoſe of his young Wite, and now Widow, Cecillians, 
who (out of the immoderate exceſs of this her anxiety and afflition) is now become ſo rea- 
fonleſs and defperate, that firſt the Marther ot ker dear brother D.z: Pedro, and now this of her 
ſweet husband Morfredo, is both a grief co her thoughts, and a torment to her heart and mind, 
yeato her very ſoul; For till ſhe remains confident in this opinion, that her brother Don 
Martino is infallibly the Muctherer of thern both ; and from this fuſpition of hers, ſh: cannot, 
ſhe will not be diverted; yea, hcr living affeRion to their dead Memories, is fo extream and 
fervent, that to be aſſured whether it be him, or who elic that hath murthered them, it leads 
her minde to a reſolution, to prove an Experiment, which though prophane curioſity in ſome 
perſons ſometimes ſeem to allow and praQtiſe as tolerable, yet ſacred Religion muſt and doth 
for ever both rejc& and contemn it az Diabolioal. She difguiſeth her felt in her apparel, and 
very early in the morning rides to one Alpborſo Sanchez a famons reputed Wiz rd or Sorcerer, 
who dwelt at Arena, ſome fix] eagues off from Valdebille, and giving him the two Piftares 
of her murthered Brother and Hus-and, as alfo a pert.& noie of their age, 8nd hcroſcope of 
their Nativities, ſhe prays him to ciſcover znd (ſhew her in a Looking-Glals, rhe true piRures 
and repreſentations of their murtherers z When to have him diſpaich both it and her ſelf rhe 
ſooner, ſhe gives him ten Duckets, upon the receipt whereof he promifeth her his beſt Art 
and Skill, makes her ſtay till almoſt dark night, and then tcols her off wich this lam , that 
he hath effeQually invocated and raiſed his Spirit, from whom hecould get no other anſwer, 
bur that God for that time would nor perwie him to ſhew her theſe Murtherers PiQures in a 
Glaſs; whereby this Wizard proving hiwſclt more a cheating Knave than a Sorcerer, and 
more 2'true Itmpoſtor, than a Chriſtian, he hercin makes a fool of this forrowfull young La- 
dy, in thinking to wake her know that which it is both a foul ſhame, and a ſhamefull ig+ 
norance for any Chriſtian ro be ignorant of, (to wit) Thas it 3s not the devil, or bis «Agents, 
but only God, who ( in bis divine pleaſure ard Providence) bath power to reveal Murtbers , and Mur* 
#ererg, both when, where, bow, aud by whom it ſeems moſt agreeable andpleaſing to bis All-jeeinp and 
ſacred Majelty. 

Ceeiliena returning home, more loaden with donbts than Gold from this MonRter of Men, 
(b:cauſle in effe& he makes it his profeſſion to be leſs a man than a Devill) ſhe is aſhamed of hee 
Ignorance and impiety herein , and ( for meer grief and ſorrow) weeps, to fee that the founs-, 
dation of her faith ſhould be ſo weak and reeling , as not conftantly torelye upon the provi- 
dence and Juſtice of God,but to repoſe her fooliſh curioſity and belief upon this prophane and 
ſottifh Sorcerer , for the deteRion of theſe Murtherers. But leaving her fora while in her 
diſconſolation and ſorrow at V aldeb:lle, 1 come now to this wretched villain Don Martino 
her Brother,in Burgos, who having thus committed theſe two cruell and lamentable Murthers, 
doth for the firſt two or three moneths after put a cheerfull and frolick countenance thereon, 
thereby che more abſolutely to betray, and blear the eyes of the World, that the leaſt {j pork or 
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ſhadow theregf fhould nor diffuſe or refle& on him. Bur here betore 1 proceed fake; the 

Reader is requeſted to obſerve this one remarkable .circumkance of Gods Juiice and Provi- 

dence, in dereAting of Dow Martino, to be the ſole Authour and ARor of theſe two unhaturall 

and deplorable Murthers. For as the Devill had made him ſo cautious in his malice, andſubrile 

in hi: Revenge , that he imployed no other Minifter , nor uſed ro other Agent or Afﬀfiſtane 

herein but himſelf; fo being deprived of any witnefſ, either tc accuſe, '6r make him guilty 

hereof 3 God (I fay)) out of the immeniity of his Power , and protundity of his Providence, 

will make himſelt to become a witnefſe againſt himſelf, and wznting all other meanes : | 
will make himielt the onely meanes both to diteRt and defiroy himſelf. The manner 
thus. 

Az there is no felicity to Peace, fo there is no felicity or Peace comparable to that of 1 quiet 
and innocent Conſcience; It js a precious J. well of an incſtimable valuc,and unperalleld price, 
yea, a continuall Feaſt, than which Heaven may , buc Earth cannot zftord usa more rich or 
delicitious : and the contrary ic is, where the Heart and Conſcience have made themſelves 
guilty of ſome foul and enormoas crimes, and efpecia'ly of Murther , wherein we can never 
kill Manthe Creature, but we affuredly wound God the Creator: for then, as thoſe, ſo this, 
(with lefſe doubt and more aſſurance) yives in an heavy and bloody evidence azainſt ut, and 
which commonly producerh us theſe three woctull and lamentable <ffeRs , Deſpair , Horrour , 
Terror ; the which we {hall now lee veriti:d and initanced in this bloody and miſerable Wreich 
Don Martino , who ( asI have formerly ſaid ) hath nor fully paſt over the tearm of three 
moneths in cxternall Mirth, Jolliry, and Bravery, thereby to caſt a ck:erfull countenance and 
varnilh-on thoſe his bloody Villains, but God fo deſtrsR:d his wits and ſenſes, firuck ſich 
an aironilhment to his thoughrs, and amazemeneto his H.arc and Conſcience, as it ſeemed 
to him, thar( both by night and day) the Ghoſis of bis kacmeleſſe Brother Don Pedro, and of 
innocent Don Monfreds, ſtill puclue him for Revenge, and Jultice of theſe their Murthers, And 

. now his looks are extravagant, fearfn{l, and ghafily, which are {till the ſignes and ſymptomes 
either of adiſternpered Brain, a polluted Conſcience and Soul, or of both. Fe knows not 
to whom, or where, or where nor to go for remedy herein , but ſtill his Heart is in a Mutiny 
and Reb:llion with his Conſcience, and both of them againſt God. He is afraid of every 
Creature he ſees, and likewiſe of choſe who ſee him not. If he look back, and perceive any 
one to run behind him, he thinks it is a Sergeant come to arreſt him; and if he chance to be- 
hold any Genleman in a Scarlet cloak comming towards him , he verily belceves and fears it 
184 Judge in his Scarlet Roves to acraign and condemn hinz. He hath not the grace to go 
lato a Church, northe boidnciſe tro Jook ap to the Tawer thereof, for fear leaſt the one 
(wallow him up alive, and the other fall on him, and crah him to death : If he walk in any 
Woods, Fields, or Gardens, and fee but a leaf weg, or a Bi d ſtir, he is of opinion,there ſome 
facies or excutioners com? to torment him ; or doth he hear any Dog howl,Cat crie,or Owle, 
whoot, or (creech,he is thereat fo ſuddenly appalled and amzz:d, as he thinks it to be the voice 
of the Dzvill, who is come co ferch him away. He will nor paſſe over any Bridge, Brook, or 
River, for fear of drowning, nor over any plank , gate or flile, leaſt he ſhould break his neck. 
| the ſight of his ſhadow is a corroſive to his Heart, and a P4nique terrour to his thoughts, be- 
cauſe he both thinks and believes, char it is nor his own,but the Hang-mans ; and when any one 
- (out of charity or Pity) come to ſee or vitit him, he flics irom them,as if Kell were at his back, 

and the Devill at his heeles. The very fight ot a Rapier, ftabbes him at his Heart, and the 
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bare thought, or name of Poyſ':>21,, ſeems to infe& and kill his Soul ; and yet miſerable. Wretch 

and Milcreant that he is, all this while he hath not the g204:efle co look down into his Heart 
: and Conſcience with contricion. nor the grace to looktip to Heaven and to God wich repen- 

tance. The Lady Catbarina his Mother is wondertally perplexed and grieved hereat, and fo 
: are all his Kinsfolks and Friends in and about Bxrgor,who cauſe ſome excellent Phyſicians and 
1 Divines to deal with him, about adminiitring him che meanes tocure him of this his Lunacy 

and Diſtration. But God will not permit,that either the 8kilfull Act of thoſe, or the power- 
fall perſwafions of theſe do as yet prevail with him , or performic. Two Moons have fully 
: finiſhed their cceleſtiall courſe; whiles thus his Phrenſie and magnefle poſlefſeth him 3 and in 
| one ofthe greateſt, and moſt outragious fits thereof, he (without wic or guide ) runs to Saint 
SebaF;ans's Church, finds cut Father Thomai his Confeflo ar.in private and fcrious confeſſion, 
reveals him, how he hath poyſoned his Brother Dor Pedye, and alſo murthered Don Adonfreds; 
adding withall,that God (our of his indulgent Mercy) would no longer permit him to charge 
his ſoul with the concealing thereof, and then beggs his Abſolution ahd Remiſſion for the 


ſame. | | os 
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His Conteſfor (being a religious Chucch-man) much lamenting, and wondring ar the 
. foulnefle of theſe his (Penitents) two bloody fats, although he find more difficulty than rea. 


ſon to grant bis delire , yer enquiring of him, if there were any other acceflary with l:im in 
theſe Murthers, and Don Mar:zns freely and firmly acknowledging tG him there was none, tur 
the D:vill and Himlelf : he (aftera ſerious check, and religious reprimendo) in hope of his 
future contricion and repentance,gives hit a ſharp and ſevere Penance(though no Way 2niwer- 
able to his crimes.) and fo abſolves him ; and yer for the ſpace of at leaſt a whole moneth atrer, 
his Lunacy (by the permillion of God) ftill followes him, when (fora further tria!l of hiz 
comportment, and hope of his repentance) God is again pleaſed to {lack the hand of his 
Judgement, «ad fo frees him from his madaetſc and deſtration, tofſce whether he will prove 
Gold or Drcotle , a Chriſtian or a Devill. | 

Not long after this, his Conteſſor Father Thomas, (being Curate of one of the nejghbcur- 
ing Pariſhes) falles extream lick of a Plurilie, and fo dangerouily ſick, that his Phyſician (de- 
ſpairing of his life) bids him prepare his body for death , and his Soul for H:aven and God : 
Who then revoking to mind ( what he hath heard and ſeen) how grievoully and forrowfully 
the Lady Ceezlliana takes the D:ath of her Brother and Husband , and more, in taat fte is ig+ 
ncrant who are their Marchecers, he 1s no longer refulved co burthen his c>nſcience and ſoul 
wich concealing thereof ; but co wrice it to her in a Letter, the which he chargeth and conjns« 
reth his own Siſter Cyrill2, to deliver into her own hands, ſome three daies after his buriall ; 
the tyhich we ſhall (ce hec (horely pzrform: for the Prieſt Father Thomar her Brother lived nog 
three weekes ater. 

In the mean tim?, come we to the Lady Dona Catheriza , the Mother , who having out- 
wardly wept for the Death of her eldeft Son Dor Pedro, for the diſobedicnt flight and clande- 
ſtine Marriage of he: Dauzhter Ceci/lianrs to Monfredo, who 1s now murthered, but by whom 
ſhe knows not, and (ſeeing her faid Daughter thereby m3d: a ſorrowfull Widdow, ſhe (as an 
indulgent and kind Mother) forg:tiing what {he had formerly done and been, andnow de- 
{irous to comfort her, and to be comforted of her, again ſends her Son Don Martino to V a/- 
debelle, to ſollicite his Sifier to return , and to Jive with her in Burgos : Who (deteſting this 
proje& and reſolution of kis Mother) is very forrowiall ther-at ; but ſecing that ſhe will be 
obeyed, he rides over to Valdebel/e, to his Siſter, and there delivereth hi: Mothers will and 
melſage to her ; bur in ſuch faint and cold tearmes, as ſhe thereby knowes, he is far more de- 
{irous of her abſence than her preſence, and of her ſtay , than h:rreturn; yea, (and to wrize 
the truth of her mind) his very fight ſtrikes ſuch flames of fear into her heart,and of ſufpition 
into her thoughts, that ſhe {till aſſumes and retzines her old opiiiion and confidence , that he 
is the abſolute Murtherer of her Brother Dorn: Pedro, and her Husband Den Monfred ; bus 
herein ſhe now holds it diſcretion to conceale her fe ro her ſeli,and fo gives him kind and re- 
{peCive entertainment the prayes him to report her humble dury to li: Mother, that (he 
will conſider of her requeſt, and cither fend or bring her her reſolution fhorddy but inwardly 
in her Heart and Sou], ſhe intends nothing lefſe , than either to hzz»rd her content upon the 
diſcontent of her Mother, or (which is worſe) her life on the inveterate malice of her Brother 
Don Martino. | 

And now we approach and draw neer, to ſee the Judg:ments and Juſtic? of God overtake 
this our wretched Don Marttno, for theſe his two moſt lamencavble and bloody murthers. 
And now his ſacred Majeſty is fully reſolved to deteft them, and his Arrow is bent , and 
Sword whetted, to puniſh him for the ſame ; for we mnſt undcſiand that the very 
fame day which her Brother Dow Marting4was laſt with her at Vadebelle, kis Confeffor Father 
Thema; died ; and fome th: ce daies aff, his Siſter Cyri/la (zccording to his dying Order ) 
rides over to the Lady Cecil/ianz , and delivereth her the Prieft h:zr Brothers Letter; at the 
receipt whereof, Cecilliana findes different emotions in her Heart , and Paſſions fn her 
_ : when going into the next Room, ſhe breakes up the Sealcs, and finds therein theſe 
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FATHER THOMAS to CECILLIANA. 


T ow» lie ons my Deatb-bed, ready to leave this Life, and to flie into the Armes of my $z- 
viotr and Redeemer C briſt Feſws, I could not goto my Grave in peace, b fore I had ftignified u10 


thee, that very lately thy Brother DON MAR TINO in Sat HONORIA * (Ro 
# | zvere 


Ell knowing that the Laws of Heaven are far more powerfull and ſacred than thoſe of Earth,ar 


ti 
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delivered unto me in ( onfeſſion, That be bad firſt pyſoned thy Brake» DON PEDRO ” 
with a paire of pefumed Gloves , aad then after murthzred thy Ha;bend DON MONFREDQY 

with bis Rspier in BURGOS : eAnd althongb I'muſt ard de achnoroled ie, thit be was = 
in his Fit of Lunacy and Maane(3, when be thus md: bim{(clf a witneſs againſt ninſ If hereof, yet ng 4 
d:nbt the immed!ace Finger and Providence of God l:d biz 10 this reſulution, os an At which infi- 
nitely tends to bis Sacred Honow and Glory. I ſind thee this Litter by ey Siler CY RILLA, won 
I baws ſtreitiy charg:d to deliver It to thee three dyes after my Buriall, b-cr/c I no'd it maſt conſonart 
fo 2vV Pro efſuow an1 Order , that 40t my Life, but my D. ath ſbuuld herein violate the Seal of 
Confeſſion, and thou ſhalt ſhe thy ſelf am ſt Religious and Chriftian Lidy , if thou make this uſe 
bereof, that it is not my ſelf, but God wh ſeuds thee this nexes by me. 


A 


FATHER I HOMAS. 


Ceciliiana having over-read this Letter, and therin miderſtood and feand cut that 


her Brother Doz Martino is the crue}] Muyriherer, bath of ker Bother Don PeJro, and 
her Husband Der Meorfreedo, Her Griete thier doth to far ov:rlway her Reaſon, 
and her Malice and Reveng? her Religion, as once the is of a mind to Murther 
him wich her own Hand, in rc<quitall hereof; bur then againe ſirangling thar bloody 
thought in irs -conception , ſhe yvow:s, that if not by her own Hand, he ſhall yer in- 
falliviy dye by the hand of the Common Ex:cutioner : When Love, Picdy, Naw e, 
Reafun, Griefe, Sorrow, Rage, and Revenge, Adﬀting their feverall Parts upon the 
Stag? 07 her Heart, ſhe findes a great combate in her her Hearc, and reluftancy in her 
Soul, what, or what not to doe herein ; when with many Tecarcs and Prayers ( by the 
Advice and Counſell of God ) ſhe enters into this confultation hereon with her elf. 
Ahlaſſe, unfortunate and ſoirowfull Cecilliania ! Ie is upon no Tight preſumprion, or 
triviall circumſtances , that I beleeve my Brothecr A4ariizoto be the inhumane Murther- 
& of my Brother Din Pedro , and Husband A4nfrido; for belides that God ever 
prompted mine Heare, and whiſpered my Seul that this was trne, y<t now here is 
his own Confeſſion to his Ghoſily Father, and his Ghoſily Fathers own Letter ar d 
Confeſſion to me, to the ſame Effe&, Evidences and Witneſſes , withour exception, as 
clear az Noon-d#y, and as bright as the Sun in his hotteſt and brighteſt Meridian, 
that he, and only he, was. the Martherer of them both : but Oh poor Cerillians 
( quoth ſhe ) to what a miſerable eſtate and perplexity hach thete his bloody fats and 
crimes now reduced me ! For he hath murihered my Brother and my Hugband , ſþall 
I then yermic him to live ? but withall, he is likewiſe my Brother, and ſhall I then 
- cauſehimrodie ? Trueicis, I cannot reca!l their Lives, but it is lizewile as tins that I m2y 
prevent his D-zth ; for as the ficlt lay not in my power to remedy, yet all the World knowes; 
rhat the ſecond meerly dtpends of my pitty, courttie, and compatiion to prevent : But Ablcfle; 
( faith ſhe) the yes of Heaven are, and ought to be intinicely more firong then thoſe of 
Earth , and the glory of God tobe far preferred before all our naturall affeEions and obliga- 
tions to our bek Friends, -or neareſt or deareſt Kinsfolks whoſoever. T heretore, 2s to dereRt 
theſe Marthers of his, thou art no Friend to Natur:,fo 2gain.to conceale them, thou thereby 
makeſt thy ſelf en enemy to Grace ; for aſſure thy ſelf, untortunate Ceciliiana, that God will 
never be appeafed, nor Juſtice ſztisfied , untill their innocent blood be expiated, and waſhs 
td away in his, who is guilty thereof; becauſe , as by detecting Murther, we blefſe and 
gy God, to by concealing it, we heap a fatall Anatb?mz, and curſe upon our own 
eads, y 
As Clonds are diſſipated , and blown away , when the Sun arifeth and mounteth | 
In his vercicall luſtre and glory , ſo Cecilliana haviiig thus ended her conſu!ſti:ion with 
her ſelf, and now began her reſolution with Ged , the leaves Valdcbelle, takes her 
Coach , and diſpeeds away to Burgos ; where in ſtead of going to her Lady Mothers , 
ſhe goes direAly to the Corrigador's ( or criminall Judges) of that City , and with much 
grief and ſorrow ( her teares interrupting her ſighes , and her ſighes her tears ) before 
_ them accuſeth her Brother D-z Martino to be the bloody Murtherer of her {Brother 
Don Pedro, and her Huzband Dor Monfred»; and for proof. of this truth , produceth 
the Letter of Father Th»mzs his Confefſor. The Judges read it, and are aſtoniſhed 
with this report of hers, and far the more, in regard they here ſee a Siſter call the = 
"Et Q 
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of her own Brother in Qzeftion; bur they. fee char the hach as much right and reaſon 
for her Accuſation, as her inhumane Brothe: Don Adfartins wanted ior his malice, in makjn 
himſcli guilcy of cheſe toul and bloody Crimes : , Wherefore attributing it wholly to the 


Pleafure and Providence of God, they higkly extoll ker piecy and integrity towards his ſa- 


cred Majeity,in preferring his Glory betore the fcandall and milery of her ſo wretched and ex- 
ecrable Brother; and tt.en (out ot their z:al and honour to Jultice) they (co evince and 


- vindicate the truth of this lamentadle buiinefſe ) fend away tor Cyrz//2, and (as ſoon as the 


came) upon her Oath propoſe her theſe three Queſtions 3 Farit, whether ſhe had this very 
Letter trom her deceaſed Brother Father Thomas his own hand, and that he gave her order 
enJ charge to deliver ic to the Lady Cecilliane, three daies atter his deceale ? Secondly, if it 
were of his own writing and fealing ? And Thirdly, it ſhe with her own hands, delivered 
this Letter to the Lady Ceciliizrs ! Toall which threes Queſtians, Cyrilla { with a ſtaid Iook 
and countenance) antwereth atacmitively, and thereupon (wich hait and ſecrecy) they grant 
out a Warrant to apprehend Don /Azrtino, when he was as 1t were drowned in Voluptuouſ- 
nefle, Security and Impenitency, as making, it his vain glocy build Caſtles of content in the 
aire, and co eret Mountaines of wealth and preterment in the Vtopiz of his ambitious defires 
and wilkes, wichourt ever having the grace, eicher torhink ofthis tormer horrible Crimes, or 
future puniſhment tor the ſame. Heis amozed at his Apprehenſion by the Sergeants, but far 
more, at the voghe and preſenc? of the Criminall judges, betore whom he is now brought, 
Thcy ſharply accufe him of theſe two atore{uid top! Murthers, -and for evidence and witnetles, 
produce him his Confefſ:r Father Th:1mas h is Litter, his Sijter Cyrilla, and his own liſter the 
Lady Cecillianz ; at the ſight and knowiedge whereo', he at tic{t ſeemed ro be much appalled 
and daunted, but at laſt recolleing his Spirirs (raking counſell of the Devill, and not of 
God, aſſumes abold countenance, puts himſelt and his Tongue on the points of denyall 
and Jaſtification, and ſo to his Judges tearms his Contetllur a Devill, and no Man , and Cy- 
rilla and his Siſter Cecilliana Witches,and no Women, ſo unjultly and fallly co accuſe him of 
theſe foul Mucthers, whereot he affirms not only the at, but the very name and thought is 
odious and exscrable ro him. But God will not be mocked , nor his Judges deluded with: 
this his Apology : So they adjudge him to the Rack ; the firſt cortures whereof, he indur- 
eth with an admirable fortitude and patience , tut'the fccond he carnot; but then and 
there confeHeth kinielf to be gvilty, and the foJe Authcur and Aﬀcur of both theſe deplo- 
rable Murthers: Burt yer bis Heart and Sou! is itill fo ob lJurated by the Dcvill., as he 
hath neither the Will to be Sorcowſull , nor the Grace to be Repentant for the 
fame. 

For explation of which his inhumane and bloody Crimes, his Judges condemn him to be 
hanged, and his right hand to be farſt cur of and burnt the next morning, ot the con mon place 
of Execution,notwichitanding that his aftl:Fed and forrowtill Mother ( out of the naturall and 

tender attzAion which ſhe bore him) imployed all her Friends and poflivle power , yea, and 
offered all her own Eſtate and Lands to fzvc his life ; but ſhe could, nor pr: vail or obtain it. 
So the nexc morning (in obedience to this his ſznten 2) this Monſter of Nawwe Don Martins 
is brought tothe common place of Exccution , to take his latt tarwell of this life . and this 
world : He wascladin ablack jilk Grograin Sute , with a faire whice Ruff: about his neck, 
and a black Beaver Hat on his head, which hz drew down over his ey:$,that he might neither 
ſee, nor be icen of that great concourſe of people there preſent, who came to ſee him conclude 
the laſt Scene and Cataitrophe of his life ; Wherrafter his right hand was cut off and barnt, 
which held the Rapier, whereby he murtheced Dorn Monfredo, he then aſcended the Ladder : 
Where the SpeQators expeRting ſome repentant and Religious Speech trom him beforc his 
Dzath, he reſembling bimfelf (1 mean, rather an Atheiſt chan a Chriſtian, and rathera De- 
vil than a man) as lived fo he would dye,a prophane and gracelelſe Villain ; for ſome ſpeeches 
he (betwixt his teeth) mumbl-d to himfelt, but ſpake not one word that could be heard or 
underſtood of any one : and fo moſt refoutely he himſelf putting the Rope about his neck» 
aſthough all the people,and eſpecially two Friers neer him, cryed to him to the contrary) 
he ſaved the Hang-man his labour, and fo with more haſt and deſperation than repenrance) 
he caſt himſelf off the Ladder, and was hanged. And thus was the bloody life and deſerved 
death of this. Hell-hbound , and Limbe of the Devill, Don Martino; ond in this ſors 
and manner did the juſt Revenge of God triumph ore his foul and bloody Crimes; 
which may all true Chriftians read to Gods Glory and to the Inftrugion of their own 
ſouls 
Agd 
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* Andif the curioſity ot the Reader make him farther deſirous to know what became of 
the old Lady Catherina the Mother, and of Dons Cecilliana the Daughter, after all theſe their 
diſmal and difaftrous Accidents , | thought good (by the way of a Poſt-ſcript) briefly to 
add this for his ſatisfation, That the Mother lived not long after, but her Daughter was firft 
reconciled to her : and ſhe to her Daughter, tro whom ſhe (having no other chllIde) Iefe 
all her whole Eſtate : And for her, who was now become likewiſe very rich , as having a fair 
yearly Revenue and Joynture ou? of her deceaſed Huzband Doz Monfredo's Lands and 
Mcans , although ſhe were again ſought in Marriage by ſome noble Gallants of Caſtile anr 

Burgos , yet ſhe reſolved never to Marry more ; and as I have within theſe very few years 

underſtood , ſhe then lived ſometimes at Burgos, and fomcrimes at Faldebelle, in great Pomp 

and Felicity. | 
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” Alphonſo ſounds after  confeſres the marther 5&r beloaded after burnt A = 


LL —— 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. ; 


HISTORY XXII ” 8 


Alphonſo poyſoneth his own Mother ia, and after ſboots and kills Caſſino (« be was walking | 
* bis Grd) with a (hore roars Carabine ) from @ Tink. He 5s bebeaded for theſe ive F - - 


Murtbers, then burnt, and bis aſhes thrown into the River. 
A? Faith and Prayer are the two Pillars of our Souls, and may well be called the For- 
A trefs of Chriſtian Piety againſt the tentations of Satan : "5A the contrary we. < 

and lay open our ſelves to the treacherous lures and malice of the Devil. For if by 7aith 
we do not firſt believe, then pray unto God for our own preſervation, it will be no hardmat* 
ter for him to tempt us in our choller, to quarrel with our beft friends, and in our malice 
and revengeto murther even our neareſt 'and deareft kindred. O Faith, the true foundation of 
our ſoveraign felicity ! O Prayer, the ſweet preſervative and facred Manna of our ſouls, how 

blefſed do you make thoſe who embrace and retain you ! and contrariwiſe, how miſerable and 
wretched are they who contemn and reje& you ! Of which laſt number, this enſuing Hiſtor | 
s ry will produce us one , who (by his debauched life, and corrupe converſation ) trawpled | 
18 thoſe two heavenly Vertnes and Graces under bis feet, without thinking of God, or regard* | 
Ts ing, much leſs fearing his wg : But how God (in the end) requited him for the ſamG: | 
go OUory will likewiſe ſhew us. May wetizerefore read it to Gods glory, and to our uw 
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Ia the City of Verceli, ( after Turin, orie of the chicfert of Piedmont ) bordering ncer to the 


 Eftate and Dutchy of Millay, there lately dwelt a rich Cannon of that Cathedrall Church, 


named Aloſins Caſsino, who had a dainty ſwzet young Gentlewoman to his N :ece,named Dons 
Eleanora, whoſe Mother(being Siftec to Caſsino)named Doxa Iſabella Celia , lately Gdicd, and 
Ic{ chis ber only Daughter and Child her Hcir, very rich beth in demeany and monies , when 
her Uncle Caſs:no, being neareſt her in blood, rakes Eleanor arid her cftate into his proteftion 
and ward(hip, and is as tender of her breeding and education, and as curious of her comport= 
ment and cariage, as if ſhe were, his own Daughter; for there is no ſweet quality , nor exquiſite 
perteCtion requiſite in a young Gentlewoman of her rank and extraftion , but he cauſed her 
ro become, not ſuperficiall, bur artificiall therein, as in Dancing, Mufick, Singing , Painting, 
Writing, Ncedling, and the likes whereof all the Nobility and Gentry of Verceli cake exatt no= 
tice and knowledge; yea, her beauty grew up ſo deliciouſly with her years, that ſhe waz(and 
was juſtly reputed to be) the prime Flower and Phenix of the City. Caſsino confidering that 
his Houſe was deſtitute of a Matron, to accompany and overſce this his N:ece Eleanora, that 
his age was too Þ:oical for hcr youth, and that his Ecclefiafticall profeſſion and Funton called 
him often to preach and pray 3 he therefore deeming it very unhr and unſeemly(in the Interims 
of his abſence) to leave her to her ſelf, and to be ruled and governed by her own fancy and 
pleaſure, ſhe being now arrived to twelve years of age 3 He therefore provides her new ap- 
par: II, and other pertinent necef{arics, and giving her a Wayting-maid, and a Man of his own 
co attend her, he ſends her in his Coach to the City of Caſſull, in the Marquiſat of Montſerrat, 
co the Lady Marguerita Sophia, a Widdow Gentlewoman, lefc by her deceaſed Husband bur 
indiff:rently rich, but endowed wich all thoſe. ornaments of Art and Honour, which made her 
famous, not only in Piedmozt and Lombardie, but alfo to all Italy ; and toher he therefore 
writes this cnſuing Letcer to accompany his Neece, and chargeth his Mau with delivery theres 


of to her. | 
CASSINO to SOPHI A, 


0 ſatisfie your courteous requeſts , and my former promiſe, T now ſend you my Neece Eleanora to 

Caffall, whom I heartily pray thee touſe as thy Danghter,and to command as thy Hand: maid. 

She hath no other Vucle but me, nor T any other acquaintance but thy ſelf, with-whom I would en- 
truſt ber for her Education, an1 recommend her for her InſiruGion. She is not inclinedto any vice 
that I know ofz except to thoſe imperfeFions wherein her youth excuſeth her ignorance , and it is both 
my order and charge to her , that ſhe carefully aud curiouſly adorn her ſelf with vertues inthy ex= 
ample and imitation, without which the priviledges of Nature and Fortune ( as Beauty and Wealth ) 
are but only obſcure ſhadows, and no true ſubſtances, becauſe there is as much difference berwixt thoſe 
. andtheſe, as between the purity of the ſoul and the coruption of the body, or between the dignity and 
excellencieof Heaven , and the invaliaitie and baſeneſs of Earth. T am content to lend ber to you for 
a few moneths , but do infinitly defire to give her to thy Vertues for ever. In which my voluntary tran- 
ſation and donation, thou wilt confer much happineſs to her, and honour to me, and conſequently for 
ever bind both her Touih, and my age to thee in a [tr obligation of thanks and debt. What apparel, 
or other neceſſaries thou deemeſt her to want,thy will hall be mize. God ever bleſs ber in his fear,and 


« CASSINO.. 


- Jou both to his Glory. 


The Lady Sophia reccives this ſweet young Virgin wich much content aud joy, yea, ſhe ſces 
her tender years already adorned with ſuch excellent beouty, and that beauty with ſuch cxqui= 
fite vertaes, that it breeds nor only admiration, bur affcCtion in her towards her, whom ſhe cn- 
$ertaineth with much reſp:& and care, as well for her own ſakcyas alſo for her Uncle Ceoſsino's, 
whoſ Letter th: again and again reads over, highly applauding his vercues and honourable care 
of this his N:ecc,whom in few years ſh: hopes will prove a moſt accompliſhed and gracions 
G-ntlewoman;z when Caſsino's Coachman after a daics ſtay, deeming it high time for him to 
return to Vercel; ro his Maſter , he takes his leave of his you Wiris Eleanord, who, out of 
her few years,and tender aff:Qion and duty to her Uncle, with ears in her cycs, prayes him 
to remember her beft ſervice to him at his comming home; and the Lady Sophia by him like= 

Wiſc returns and ſends him this Letter in anſwer of his. 


SOPHIA to CASS! NO. 


Kuow nt whether you have made me more proud, or ioyfull, by ſending me Elcanora, wherein 
you hzwe given mee far more honour than 1 deſerye , though far leſſe than ſhe meriteth , las Fas ” 
| encefor 


* 
. . 
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g henceforth ſhall be as much my Daughter in affcQion , as ſhe 1s your Neece by Nature ; and if Lou 
v any Art in Nature, or Judgment in Inclinations, her vertues and beauty do already anticipate her 
3 years ; for as the one is emulons of F ame, and the other of Glory : fo ( as fr rently Rivals, und yer 
honourable friends ) they already ſeem to ftrive and: contend in her for ſupremacie : tothe lj of 


which ( as being indeed the mo't precious and ſoveraign) if my po9r Capaciiy , or weak endetucuy, 
may add any thing, 1 will ejteem it my ambition for your ſake, ard my felicity for hers, But if you 


reſolve not rather to gave her to me for ſome years, then to lend ber to me for a few muneth 5, yo: will 
then kill my hopes in their buds , and my woyes in their bloſſoms , and jo make me as unfortunate jg ' 
her abſence, as I ſhall te happy in her fight 114 company. As jor her Apparell, and other xece(], ries | 
ſhe (hall want nothing which is either fit for ber to have, or yo:t to give. Let your prayers 10G ud evgy 


defire, and follow ber welfare » and then refi.confident , that ver prayers and mine ſhall never fails p 
to wiſh you long life, and 10 implore all priſperity for you. | 


SOPHIA, 


C aſſizo did well to place his young N:ece Elcanira with the Lady 8 ophia, but 1!] in forget. 
ting that ſhe had a very debauched young Gentleman to tzr Son, named Sergntor Alphonſo, of 
ſome twoand twenty years ofage , who (to hergriefaud ſhums) haunts her and her houſe 
23 a Ghoſt, make himſelf the publique laughter and pity of ali the ditfcrent humours of Caſſall 
yea the lewdneſs of his litc, and the wrregularity of hits coaverfation,and ations, hath reduced 
hin to chis fatall point of miſcry, that hs holds ic a nobie vertuc in kim, rt participate himſelf 
and his reputation into baſe debts , vices, and conpany, making this his {une his olory, and 
I:wd vices his honour, till in th? end not caring for the world, the world will nor carc for him, 
nor he for himſ(zlf , untill he have wholly loft himfelt in himfetf , without either deſert, of 
| hop: ever to be found or recalled again. Bur ar laſt ſceing ſo {weet a beauty , and ſo rich an 
b» Heir as Eleenora fallen into his Mothers hands, and therefore he vainly thinks into his; and ho- 
ing that her wealth ſhall redeem his prodigalitics , and revive his decayed Eftate and Fortunes 

: ſecretly Courts her : but Eleanor (as young as ſhe is) ſecs his vices with diſdain, himfſclf 
with contempt , and his af&.Rion ro her with ſcorn. He is importunate in his ſute , and ſhe 

rverſe and obſtinate in her deniall, bur ſhe reſolves to conceal icfrom all the World. As for 
Alphonſo, he(aſter ſome fix monerhs timeYacquaints the Lady Sophia his Mother herewith, and 
with his fervent defire and aff:&ion to marry Eleanora 3 but (he chargeth him on her blciling, 

never to proceed any further herein wichour her conſent and order; and qoth ſh: if here (in 
the preſence of God and himſclf ) thou wile now ſwear wholly ro abandon all chy former vis 
ces , henceforth to be abſolutely Icd by my advice and count<l!, and ro Rtecr all thy aftions by 
the ſtzr of Honour, and the card of Vertuz, then | will promiſe hee to ule all my beſt end-avory 
and poſſible power, both with Caſio and Eleanor a,to #.Ct thy dettres, iphonſo bore 8C with 
much courtefie and hamility thanks his Mother, and foul:mnly ſwears to God and her, co per- 
form all cheſe points carefully and panCtually; and eo add the more Fiiligion and reverence ro.) 
this Oath, he doth it on his knzes; and ic is a wonderfull joy £ her, to fethar the fruits and 
eff-&s thereofdo accordingly fallout and follow : for this her Son A!phinſo in a very few 
dayes,is become a new man, and (he from her heart and ful peaiſzth and glorifi:th Gud for 
this his happy converſion : and it his Mother S:phia be glad thercot , no Ieſs is Gur ſweet young , 
Eleanora, for now hereby ſhe ſees that ſhe is rid of h:r Sutor. | 
Caſſino comes over three ſeverali times roCaſſall to ice his Neece. The Lady Sophia giver 
him her b:ft entertainment. He is wonderfull glad co ſee that ſhe hath imprinted ſuck Chas 
raters of vcrtue and honour in her; 2nd during his ſtay there, S5pbiz chargeth her $5n 41phon- 
fonor to ſpeak or motiona word to Caſſino, of this his eff;Ction to his young N:ece Eleuncra 
ſo he bears himſelf: xceeding modeftly and repeRively rowards him, and for his Mother, ſhe 
holds it fic notas yct to break or ſpeak a word hereof to Caſsino, Ca/ſiin (no way dreaming of 
their intents and deſires towards his Neece) tecls the Lady Sophia , he is ir finicly joytull to fee 
that her Son Alphoyſo proves Fameto be true, but a tatling godd-fs in t:is condition, and con- 
verſation 3 whereat ſh: heartily thanks him : and thinking then (thouzh reſervedly and ſecret» 
lyYto *ake time and opportunity at advantage , ſh: leaves not a vertue of her Sons either undif- 
payed, or unmagnified,butcxtols them all to the skie, and himſelf b:yond the Moon, and fo 
caves the remainder hereof to time, and the iſſue of God. But yet revolving and ruminating 
In her mind, how(in a fair and honourable way)to obtain this rich and beautifull young priz: 
for her Son; and holding it diſcretion, not as yet cither to motion or mention it to her, ſhe 
ſecretly layes wait at Vercelito know when Calſino will have home his Necce , and fo ſome 
three weeks before that time ſhe holds it fit to motion it to him by her Letter, which ſhe dork 
In theſe tearms.  * | Sophie 
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SOPHIA to CASSINO. 


He fervent affeltion , and vertuous deſire of my Sou Alphonſo, to marry your Neece Elcanora 
T; now the ſole cauſe and argument of this my Letter 10 you,the which I had not attempted to, 
write or ſex1 you, but that I know his love and zeal to ber is as pure, as her beauty and tertues are 
excelent. He (without my privacy or knowledge bath already motioned his . ſute to her » and as be 
tells me, ſhe kath returned bim her deniall injiead of her conſent, whereof T held my [elf bound to ad- 
vertiſe you, becauſe his ambition and mine herein is ſo honourable, as it ſhall go hand in baud with 


your goad will and approbation, but never wahout ir, eipecially in regard you have pleaſed to recom- 


mend ber to my charge and cujiody , wherein 1 faithfully promiſe you z nothing ſhall be deſigned or 
prattiſed to the prejudice of her hoaour or your content. Allthe eftate and means which I can give,or 
you regutire of mee, to make my Son a fit Husband for your Neece, I will freely and chearfully depart 
with; aid yet were I not fuily and firmely aſſ! ured, that he is now as deeply enamonred of vertue and 
goodneſs , as heretofore be was of their coatraries , neither my 1ongue or pen had dared ti,us to bave 


preſented his ſute to h.r acceptance, and your cou(:deration. The joy and bleſſing of which Marriage ' 


(if God in his ſecret and ſacred Providence 1 eſolve to make it a Marriage) willjI hope in theend be 
theirs , the honour mixe, and the coment your own ; wherein I requeit your anſwer , andentreat you to 
remain not confi dent , that both in this , aid in all things ele, Alphonſo's will and reſolution ſhall 
ever be Sophia's, and berry, Caſhno's, 


SOPHIA, 


Caſino, upon the receit and perufall of chis Letter of the Lady Sophie, is not a lictle diſpleas 
ed, to ſce her ambition in deſiring his Neece Eleanore for wife to her Son Alphonſo , and als 
though he be formerly well acquainted with the weakneſs of the Mothers cftate, as alle perfc- 
Aly advertiſcd of her Sons debauched life, and corrupt and prodigall converſation, howſoever 
ſhe pretend to put a vertuous glofs and colour hereon to the contrary , yet he holds it difcre- 


tion to ſeem to be ignorant of the one, and not to take notice of the other, burwill frame his 


excuſe to ahem hercin, that he hath already diſpoſed of his Neecc , and that their motion to 
himfor her came too late, when in heart reſolving to make her preferment and fortunes more aſ- 
ſarcd, and not ſo doubtfull 3 and to match her in a higher blood, and nobler family than that 
of theirs 3 he yet in diſcretion and honour , knowing himſelf bound co anfwer the Lady $9- 


pbia*s Letter , cals for Pen and Paper, and by her ownScrvant and Mciinger returns his mind 


and reſolution to her thus. 


CASSINO w SOPHIA, 


Lthough the tender years of my Neece Elcanora make her incapabls of marriage, yet your rich 
} Fro, and reſplendent merits , and your Son Alphonſo's hononrable affetiion 'and zeal ts 
her (which every way exceeds her poor beauty and vertues ) hadinfallibly made me to grant her for bis 
wife, which I am now inforced to deny, inregard I have already (by my promiſe) diſpoſed and gryen 


, ber to another before your Letter came to my hands , ana conſequently before 1h,zt mation of his arri= 


ved to my krowledge and underſtanding :- For to me it would and ſhould hate been both a ſweet 
joy and a ſingular hononr , to have ſeen your Son matched to my Neece in the lincks of Wedlock, Bug 
God having otherwiſe decreed it; you'bave many reaſons to reſt confi dent, that your Sun is reſerved foy 
her better , and ſhe promiſed to his inferiour; and therefore the freeneſs of this| your profered conr= 
tefie to her, and of your honourable reſpe& and affeion towards me, ſhall jor ever tye me to a thanks 
full acknowledgment and an immertall obligation; ana I will make it my chiefejt Felicity and Ambi= 
tion, if (in requitall thereof ) I may any way either ſerve you 1n your Son Alphonſogoribam in his Mo. 
ther Sophia, of whoſe conver ſion to vertue, aud propenſion to goodneſs, your Letter hath ſo firmely and 
joyfully aſſured megthat the truth hereof will , 1 hope, hereafter prove his happineſs in your Con» 
rent and plory z the which my moſt Religious Prayers ſhall till deſire of God, becauſe he is your only 
Child and Somby Naturezand you ſelf my moſt honourable jriend both by deſert and purchaſe. 


CASSINO. 
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Within three weeks after that Caſino had diſpatched away this his Letter to the Lady $6. 
phiz , he then (in contemplation and conſideration of the debauſhed life and corrupr prancky 
and vices of her Son Alphonſo.) not thinking his Neecc El2anora to be ſafe with her in Caſſall 
for fear leſt her old wit, or his {mooth tongue might peradventure too far prevaile and work 
upon her young years and indiſcreet affe Aion : he therefore ſends over his Coach , and Ohs 
of his Servants to bring her home, and to the Lady Sophia writes this Gratulatory Letter 
for her honourable education and cntertainment. 


CASSINO to SOPHIA. 


Ccording to my Paſt Letter toyou, having heretofore privatly contraGied my Neece Eleanorg 

to a Husband, reaſon and Religion, his requeſt and my promiſe now require, that I take ber 
from you in Cafſall to give her to him here in Vercely 3 to which effeft T here ſend my Coach ay4 
Servant to you for her, and deſire you to return her to me with your beſt prayers as T ſent ber to you 
with my beſt affeQion : and had not God now vifited me with fickneſs , my reſolutojin for ber returye 
had not bern either ſo ſuddain or ſo ſpeedy. For your houourable care in aderning her few year, 
with ſo many excellent vertnes and ſweet perfelions , I know not how to deſerve, much leſs bow tore. 


- quite, except in my Prayers and Oriſons to God for his beſt favours and graces toyon, and the beſt 


proſperities and honours to your Son ; But if my age now canuot, T hope her youth hereafter willey. 
deavour partly to free me of that debt and to acquit her ſelf of that ſtrong obligation , till when gs ] 
will not fail to give it a place in my hearts ſo I am ſure will not ſhe likewiſe to allot it one in her re. 
membrance : in which mean time, I forget not my chiefeſt reſpeds firſt to your ſelf, then to your Sg, 
God give give ns all his Gracethat we may live and die bis Servants. 


CASSINO. 


4 


Now as Caſſiino*s fiſt Letter to Sophia( wherein he denied her Son to marry his Neecc ) ex- 


ceedingly afflifted and diſcontented her , ſo this his ſecond to her , wherein he ſo ſuddenly 


ſends for her away from her, doth cxtreamly affli& and torment her , and not only her , bit 
likewiſe her Son 4/phonſo, whois all in ſorrow , all ingrict hercat: For now they feare that 
their hopes of this young Lady are fruſtrated, and ſhe according to her Unclcs report jn his 
Letter is contra&ed to ſome Gallant of Verce!lly : When Alphonſo again laying before his Mo- 


+ ther the fervency of his aff:&ion to Eleanora , and repreſenting unto her the extremity of the 


grief and miſery which her refuſall of him, and his lofſe of her, will occaſion him, he with 
fighs and tcars again and again entreats his Mother to ſeek out ſome cure for this his diſconſo- 
| and that ſhe will pleaſc once more to try her chiefcft wits and invention to change 
leanora's refuſal , and her Uncle C afſino's deniall of him to be her Husband 3 when ar laſt his 
Mother being much moved and induced with: thefe his forrowfull paſſions and importunitics, 
ſhe before her departure doth her (elf break this motion for her Son to'her , wherein her wit 
and ape ſcts upon the innocency and ſimplicity of her youth , with the ſweeteſt Oratory and 
moſt delicious ſpeeches and perſwafions which poſſibly ſhe could invent, but (he finds her Art - 
to be Ignorance, and her Eloquence folly therein. For Eleanora js (as young as ſhe is) deaf to 
her wp 720" ,and dumb to her entreatics and perſwafions z returning contempt to the firſt,and 
little deafneſs to the ſecond, and diſdain to both z ſo as in deteftation of his ſute , andenvy * 
of his aff:c&ion, ſhe will no more hear the Mother for her Sons fake, nor fce the Son for his 
Mothers ſake. When yet again, although Sophia deſpaire ofthe Neece, yet ſhe will once more 
make farther triall of "26 Uncle Caſino, flattering her ſelf with the hope, and her hope with 
this conceir, that his pretence of precontraQting her to another , might be but only a policy of 
his, to try] her » Sons aff. ion in his conftancy towards his Neecce , and her own zzal 
in her perſeverance thereof towards himſelfe:; When ſecing Break-faſt being# cndcd y 
the Coach prepared, and Eleanora ready to depart, ſhe berakes her to her Cloſet, where raking 
pen and paper, ſhe haftily ſcribles out a few lines, and ſcaling up her Letter, dclivereth it pri- 
vatly to Eleanora, whom ſhe ſecretly prayeth, and cffe&ually conjureth to deliver it carctully 
to her Unkle Caſſino at her comming toVercely, which this young Lady confidently promiſcth 
her ; when likewiſe taking her own Coach, ſhe and her Son condutt her three or four milcs in 
her way, where the Mother with many ſugred ſpecches and complements, and the Son with 
many amorous ſighs, regards and kifſes, take their leave ofher, they returning to Caſſa!h, and 
ſhe driving away to her Uncle Caſſino at V arcely, who receives her with much joy , and wel- 


* Comes her with infinite gladneſs and hamanity z to whom ſhe delivering the Lady 5 ophia's 


Letter, he haſtily breaking up the ſcalgthercof,, finds therein this Language. SOPHIA 
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SOP HIA to CASSINO. 


\ ID Efore T was ſo happy to anſwer your firſt Letter , your ſecoud which now cals home yeur Neece 
from me, makgs me again double unfortunate : Neither do T hold it your reſolution, but rather 
your pleaſure, or at leaft your policy, Mm thinking to make me beleeve you have formerly contraGed ber 
to another. I will not ſay but that ſhe deſerves my Sons betters in marriage; but thus n;uch I will ſpeak. 
or him out of my knowledge of his affeGion, and confidence, of his zeal tewards her, that in heart and 
ſoul he is a perfe& bonourer of her vertues , and a true admirer of her Beauty : Tea, and no way to 
exceed oy (tray from the trath, I bave many pregnant reaſons for 1his Lelief of mine, that he is a ſer= 
vant to the firft, and a ſlave to the ſecond, and that his flame is ſo fervenet towards her , that he 
would think himſelf honoured to proſtrate his life at her feet,and efieem bimſelf bleſſed to receive his 
Death at her command;. Think wot then ſo ſlightly of him, wh othinks ſo ſericuſly and ſincerely of 
her, and this aſſure yoar ſelf,that if you will give her to him im marriage, I will give nothing which 
] enjoy in the world from him. In obedience to your requeſt an 0 der, I now ſend you your Neece, 
and I am ſure that ber proficiency as ber ſtay , hath been ſo ſmall with me in Caflall, as it neither 
deſerves her debt , or your obligation , your requitall or ker remembrance. My Son was deſirous to 
have viſited you with this Letter , but that I commanded his Pen and reſolution herein to filence: And 
wtwithſtanding all your prayers for hrs proſperity , I am aſſured he is more your reall Servant, 
than you as yet are his intended friend. God bleſs your ſelf and my Son, your Neece and my ſelf, and 
make us all the lovers of his Grace, and the heirs of bis glory. 


SOPHIA 


Caſino upon the peruſal! ofthis Letter, perceiving that the Lady Sophia and her Son Al- 
phonſo , were ſo far from giving over their ſure to his Neece Eleanora, as they now proſecuted 
ic with more importunity and violence than before, he not only cals her reſpe& toward him, 
but her diſcretion in her (clt in queſtion, to ſee that ſhee is incredulous that he hath precon- 
trated her , or that his former Letters to her in that bebalf are not worthy of her belicf and 
confidence : Whereupon being ſenſible of a kind of diſreſpe& and wrong , whercof ſhe had 
voluntarily madc her ſelf guilty towards him, in the paſſage of this bufincſs, and abſolutely 
refuſing to hearken to, or entertain any other parley , and ſo to caft away: his Ncece on the 
viccs and prodigalitics of her Son, He arming his pen with diſcontent and choller, raturns her 


Laſt that he will either write or ſend to her in this nature. 


this peremptory anſwer, which hc covenanceth and reſolves with himſclt , ſhall be the very: 
I 


©"I% 


CASSINO to SOPHIA, 


| Had well hop"d and thought, that your affe&ion and judgment would have deemed my former Let- 
 Jterstoyou(in contratting my Neece) tobe currant, not conterfeit yea, to be the pure truth , and 
therefore no way my policy to inform you of the contrary ; for ſuch proceedings to any one, eſ- 
pecially to your ſelf (whom I ſo much reſpett for your Birth , and honour for your vertues are as wa- 
worthy of me, as | am and will be ignorant of them : As for your Son, his zealto my Neece, or his 
affetion to her ſervice in the way of Marriage: i' it be as pure and fervent as you affirm it , ſhersthe 
more bound 10 him but I notwithſtanding , the leſs to your ſelf , in that you endeavour to make me 
an enemy to my ſelf and to mine own honour , which next co my Soul is the beſt part of my ſelf , inper= 
ſwading me to take her from a Gemileman , to whom (by fatih and promile) I have ſolemnly given 
bers and as this was my firſt , ſo it ſhall be my laſt reſolution ana anſwer tu you , uhich I aſſure you 
T write not ſlightly, but (to uſe your ewn words) ſeriouſly and ſincerely : Therefore F thank you for 
empeſing ſilence to your Sons penz and if you will kenceforth likewiſe p' eſcribe the ſame Law to your 
own berein,1 will take it both for a courteſie and a reſpett from you 3 only in any other matter what- 
| *ſoever that you will think me Capable to ſtead him, or ſerve you , your will and pleaſure ſhall be my 
Law,and your Letters ſhall recerve many reſpefs and kiſſes from mee: T have recerved my Neece, and 
ber tonpue , and mine eye amid eare informe me , how much we both are bound to you for your carey 
and ber proficiencie in Caflall, the which my Age and her Toath will expoſe to Vjury betore T have the 
hour to pay you the Principall, and ſhee the intereſt thereof. God ever bleſs youg and your Sun Al- 
plonſo, and give you #0 leſs joy and honour of him , then I hops and deſire to find in mine own Neece 


nor, | 
CASSINO. 
H h 2 
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aſſiſtance, he likewiſe cals fora Chair, fo ſhe is brought to her Chamber , andlaid io 


ue 


T nc Lady Sophia grieves , and her Son Alphonſo ſtormes at the receipt of this unkind Lertep 
from Caſino , whereby they ſee their hopes of his N2ece Eleanora reverſed and fruſtrated; a 
alchough this his flat refuſall made her of opinion no more to ſir or intermeddlc herein , yer 
(as Lovers are imparient of denials and delaycs) ſome three weeks after, he prayes his Mother 
to ride over to Vercely, again to prove Caſſins, and likewiſe to (again  ) motion and folicite je 
to Eleanora, boping that her preſence may purchaſe that which her Letters cannot procurezand 
he is very defirous and willing to accompany her himſelf. His Mother Sp: grants both his 
requeſts 3 they arrive to Vercely, where the Mother courts the Uncle and the Son the Neecezand 
alchough they finde exceeding great Cheer and noble Entertainment , yet in the poinr of their 
bufineſs, which is A!phoxſo'sMarriage to Eleanora, they finde themſelves loft, and their ſutc in 
vainc,and ſo they arc enforced to return to Caſſall with their definitive ſentence of denial, 
which makes her to bite the lip , and infinitely grieves and exaſperates her Son; ſo now hee 
again caſts off the Cloak of Vertue, and far worſe tha ever, flies to his old vices and fins,which 
his Mother with her ſweet perſwaſions & remonſtrances can no longer retaine or conceal,cſpe= 
cially from his Whoring and Drunkennefs : yea, and which is moſt Iamentable and deplorable, 
he will no longer ſerve God, either abroad or at home , for he forfakes the Church, and 
wholly abandoneth that ſweet and Heavenly vertue of Prayer, which is the ſpirituall food and 
life of the Soul. His Aother Sophia excecdingly weeps and grieves hereat , but how to remedy 
It ſhe knows not : For his diſcontent hath made him ſo vicioushis vices ſo obſtinate, and his 
obſtinacy ſo outragiens and violent, as his Mother ſ{urfeits with his Loye-ſute to Eleanora , and 
will no more intermeddle with it: He praycs and reprayes her to make one Journcy more for 
him to Vercely to ſce what altcrations time may have wrought in the hearts of Caſſino and E-» 
leanora, but ſhe is as averſe and wilfull , as he is obſtinate and peremptory : and therefore con» 
ftantly vows, neither to write, nor ever to confer more with them herein, Burt this refalute 
anſwer of the Mother breeds bad blood in the Son, yea it makes a Mutiny in his thoughts , a 
Civill Warr in his Hcart , and a flat Rebellion in his reſolutions againſt her for the ſame, to 
which the Devill {the Arch-enemy,and Incendiary of our Soules ) blowes the Coals For hee 
who herctofore looked on his Mother with obedience and aff. Ction,cannot(or at leaft will not } 
ſce her now but with contempt and malice 3 yea, he is ſo devoid of Grace, and fo cxcrnpt of 
Goodneſs , that he looks from Charity to Wrath, from Religion to Revenge , from Heaven to * 
Hell; and fo reſolves to murther her, thinking witch bimſclt, that if he had once difpatche her, 
he ſhould then be ſole Lord of all her wealth, and that then this his great and abſolute Efate 
would ſoon induce Caſſizo and Eleanor , to accept of his affcQion ; But he reckons without 
his Soul and without God, and therefore no marvell if theſe his bloudy hopes deccive and be- 
tray him, his Religion and Conſcience cannot prevail withhim , neither hath his Soul cith& 
gracc,or power enough to divert him from this fatall bufineſs ,and exccrable reſolution ; for he 
will be ſo infernall a Monftcr of Nature, as toa&t her death of whom he received his life. He c 
conſults with himſelf , and the Devill with him , whether he fhould ftab or poyſon her, but 


he holds it far more fafc and lefs dangerous, rouſe the Drug than the Dagger ; and ſo? 


concludes upon poyſon 3 to which end he being reſolute in his rage, thus to make away bis 
Mother, he as an cxecrablc Villaine(or indeed rather as a Devill)provides himſelfe to poyſon, 
the which he till carrics about him, waiting for an opportunity , to give an end to this deplo- 
rablebuſincſs, the which the Devill very ſhortly adminiſtreth him: ='The manner thus. 
This rcfuſall of Sophia to her Son Alphonſo, and his miſcrable relapſe to Whoredome, Drun» 
kenneſs , and neglcE& of Prayer, doth exccedingly diftcmper the Lady Sophie his Mothers ſpi- 
rits , and they her body , ſo that {he is three dayes ſick of a burning Feaverz when to allay 
ſervour of that unaccuttomed heat, ſhe cauſcth ſome Almond-milk to þe made her ; the which 
ſhe compoundeth with many cool herbs and other wholſome Ingredients of that nature and. 
quality 3 which ſhe takes three times cach day, morninggafter dinner , and before ſhe goes to 
Bed :- So the thirdday of her fickneſs , walking in the afternoon in one of the ſhaddowed Al 
lies of her Garden with her Son , and there with her beſt advice re&ifying and direRing his re» 
ſolutions from Vice to Vertue , ſhe is uncxpeRedly ſurpriſcd with the ſymtome of her Feaver; © 
when ſitting down, and caufing her waiti Maid to hold her Head in one of the Arbours , ſhee 
prayes her fon A!phonſo rtorun to her Chamber , and to bring her a ſmall wicker Bottle of Al- 
mond-milk , the which he doth, bnt bloudy Villain that he is , nothing can wicthold him (but 
his Heart bcing tempered with inhumanity and cruelty ) he firſt poures in his Poyſon therein, 
and then gives it: her, who , good Lady , drinks two great draughts thereof; when a TE 
preſcntly over-ſpreading her face , and ſhe beginning to Iook pale , he (as a wretched 
crite makes a loud outcry from the Garden to the Houſe , and calling their ſervants to hee 
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dead, and within tew hours atter ( as a vertaous Lady and innocent Saint ) ſhe forſakes this 


' Life and this World for a better, and the ignorance of her Servants, and her bloody Son 


* 


(drench'd as it wers in the rivolers of his feigned tears, togeth:r with his exceſſive lamenta- 
cions ) do cofiin her dead body up ſomewhat privatly and ſpeedily fo that there is no 
chought nor ſuſpition of Poyſonz and thus was the lamentable Murther , and deplorable'end 
of this wiſe and religious Lady Sophiz committed by her own wretched and internall Son. 
Now this Devill A!pbonſs (to ſet the better luſtre on his ſorrows , and he better varniſh and 
colour on his mourning for the death of his Mother) gives her a ftately Funeri?] .the pomp 
and coſt whereof, not only equallized, but exceeded their rank and quality :- For heleft no 
Gentleman or Lady in or about Caſall uninvited to be at her Buriall,ard his Feaft, and deigh- 
e:d himſelf and all bis Kinsfolks and Servants in mourning attirc, thereby the better to carry 
off the leaft retl:xion or ſhadd ow of ſuſpicion from him of this his foul and inbumane Mur- 
ther» | 
The news of the Lady Sophi2's death, runs from Cofſal! to Vercely, where Caſſinoand his 
Neece Eleanora underitanding thereof, they both of them exceedingly lament and forrow for 
ic, in regard (he was a yery honourable, wiſe, and religious Lady , and to whom the tender 
youth of Eleenora was infinitly beholding and indebted for many of her ſweet vertnes and per- 
fe&ions; fo that as her Uncle honoured,her ſo this his Neece held her ſelf bound to reverence 
her , as making her eminent and fingular vertues the mould and pattern whereon ſhe framed 
all her terreftriall comportmears and ations , which in few monetbs after were fo many, and 
ſo excellent , that as the was known to be one of the moſt beautifull, ſo ſhe was likewiſe 
jatly reported to be one of the wiſeſt young L:dics of all that City and Country, which to- 
gecher wich hcr own greac Eſtate , as alſo that of her Uncle Caffino's to the full enjoying 


In n——_ 


whereot(in contemplation of her vertues and conſanguinity) he had juſtly both defigned and - 


adoptcd her his fole Heir; the which made her to be ſought in marriage by divers young pal- 
Jants of very noble and chief houſes; moſt whereof were ſuperior to X/pbonſo , both in blood 
and wealch. When her Uncle ac laſt (with her own free affe&ion and conſent. ) privatly 
marries her to S?gnior Hieronymo Braſcians , arich and brave young Gentleman of Vercely, 
who was Nephew and Hair to the Biſhop of that City ; but he being likewiſe very young, 
the tenderneſs of both their ages diſpenſed them from as yet lying together, and both the Bi- 
ſhop and her Uncle Caſſizo (for ſome important reaſons beſt known to themſelves ) cauſed 
this their marriage as yet to be concealed from all the world with great privacy and ſecrecy,he 
for the moſt part living with the Bifhop his Uncle at the City of Txrin Cohich iS the Court of 
the Dake of Savoy ) and (he in Vercely with her Uncle Caſrino, only they viſit each other with 
their Letters, which is all the familiarity that as yet they are permitted to reap 'and receive 
each of other. 

And here the true order of our Hiſtory cals us again , to ſpeak of this degenerate and de- 
bauſhed Gentleman Alphonſo, who had no ſooner embrucd his guilty hands in the innocenc 
tlood of the Lady Sopbis his Mother ; but he then wichout any farther ſhew of ſorrow, or 
ſight ar ſenſe of repentance for the ſame,again deſperatly abandoneth himſelf to all old vices 
and prodigalicies, flaunting it out in braye apparell ( for his mourning weeds he ſpeedily caſt 
off  ) and ſwimming as it were in the vaſt Ocean of all his carnall Delights, and world! 
Pleaſures and Senſualities , never thinking of Religion or Prayer, but paſſeth away whole 
diyes and nights. yea conſumeth whole weeks and moneths in all licentious riots, and ex- 
cefſive prodigalicies with his debauſhed Companions and Strumpets, which began to drown 
his Eftate,and to devour his Lands apace : and inthe heat and ruffe of theſe his joviall follies, 
and exorbitant intemperancies , he bethinks himſelf again of the wealth and beauty of the 
young Lady Eleanor, and fo(in the yanicy of his conceits, and the imbecillicy of his judge- 
ment ) flattering himſelf, that being now Lord of all his deceaſed' Mothers Lands, and 
Wealth, her Uncle Caſiins cou'd not refuſe to give her him in Marriage,not ſo much bonce 
dreaming or remembring how plainly and peremptorily , both he and ſhe had formerly given 
him therepulſe : To which effe& hedights himſelf and his followers in exceeding rich' Ap- 
parrell , and (with a train roo worthy of himſcIf)he rides over to Vercely, and there becoitied a/ 
moſt importunate Sutor, both to Caſcinsand Eleanor, firſt ſeeking her, and then courting hee 
Uncle for her : but all in vain, for he puts him off with diſreſpe& , and ſhe rejeQts him with 
diſdain; and when yet they ſee that his importunacy herein paſſerh thc hounds of reafon; and 
egeeedeth the limits of diſcretion and civility, then Ceſtino tels him plainly that his Neece is 
married; and that therefore (in that conſideration ) he forbids him his boufe and her com» 
pay 3 which point of diſcourteſte (and as Alphonſo tearms it of diſhonor )to him, be cakes in 
0 ill part from Coſiivo , that exchanging his OICy rage , and forgetting himſelf to bea 

| 3 : man, 


— 


—— 


man, or which is more a Gentleman, or which is moſt of all a Chriſtian, he again itrikeg 
hands and agrees with the Devill, and for meer deſpight and rage vowes that he will mur- 
ther Caſiino : The Devill making him firongin the vanity of this belief and conhdence, thae 
this ſpeech and ſuggeſtion of his , that his Neece Eleaners is married,is but fabulous and falſe 
and that it he were once dead, he could not impeach or hinder him from «<njocying the fzijre 
and rich Eleonora to his Wife, which is the ſame prodigious bait and lure whereby Sathan 
formerly drew, and betrayed him to poyfon his Mother : the Devill {ill to cloſely over-yail« 
ing his Conſcience and Soul , and to eclipling, and winking his urdcrfiznding and judge. 
ment , that 2s his hand, ſo his heart is irured and obdurated to the <ffuſion of innocent 
blood,end therefore he will not retire with grace , but onwards with impicty to the tiniſhing 
of this cruell Murther of Caſiinoz and although he bad an itching deiire, and an helliſh am- 
bition likewiſe toeffeR it by Poyſon, yetin regard he was denied accefſe to his houſe an4 
company, as allo for that he was unacquainted with any Apothecary or Phyſician of Ver- 
cely, he therefore reſolves with the Dcvill to. do it by a Carabine, which many times by nighe 
he wore and carried about him. There is nothing caſier than to do evill, and as ic is - the nz- 
ture , (ot is the policy of Sathan , as well to furnifh us with the means, as the matter there- 
of: For when we caſt our ſelves from malice to Revenge, and from revenge to Murther, he 
then makes us induſtrious , firſt in the contriving , and then in the execution thereof, but in 
the end God will ſo ordain , thatthis helliſh policy ſhall curn to miſery. 

Alphonſo*'s malice againſt Csſtino wiil give no peace to his theughts, ſo he informs him- 
C1F, that cviry morning and evening he is accuſtomed to walk alone in his Garden , for an 
hour or two in, his ffiricuall Meditations , and therefore he thinks this a fit place (from ſome 
adjacent hcuſe or window) to ſhoot at him when being likewiſe afſured, that there was a 
poor ſinall Tavern(not much frequented with company) that Jay ſomewhat neer and com- 
modious to Cſiino's Garden , he reſolves to make choiſe of that, and there to give end to 
this bloody bulinefle, which his heart ſo much defireth, ſo abandoned by God, and guided 


- and condutcd by the Devill, he abcur ſix of the clock in the evening rides thither, and tying 
. up his Horſe to thedoorghe in a diſguiſed ſute of Apparel],pretending there to ſtay for a friend 
of his, which promiled to come thither to meet him { and having purpoſely ſent away his + 


Servants beforc him to Caſſall)he goes up into the Chamber cals for Wine and ſcmeching to 
eat, the better to favour and colour out his ſlay there , when bolting the Chamber doorto 
him, he (putting aſide the paper Caſewents, which they uſe in 1:sly to expell the fervency 
of the Son) from thence(according to his former intelligence ) plainly perceives Caſiino walk- 
ing ia his Garden with his Hat in one hand, andhis Breviary ( or Prayer-book ) wherein 
he reads , in another, with which he was as buſie wich God in his meditations and deyo» 
tions , a3 he was with the Devil] , in charging his Carabine with a brace of Bullets , and dref- 
ſing ot his Fire lock, and priming of kis powder touch-hole, when , without the leaſt ſpark. 
of grace, orfearof God, or his puniſhments , he lets fiye at him ; and the Devill had made 
him ſo experta Matk-man, that as {ſiins was ſoftly comming on, walking towards ihe 
Window , wherein he ſecretly and ſcelerouſly ſtood,both the bullets hic him right in thebreff, 
a litclle below the left Pap, whereof this harmelefle and religious old Gentleman Caſino fell 
p eſently dead to the groand, and none being in the Garden with him (wherein I my elſe 
have (ince ſometimes been , I couldjnot underitand, that he had the power or happineſs to 
(pcak a word : But we ſhall ſee, that this inhumane'and bloody murtherer, ſhall nor go far 
before the Judgments of God will ſurpriſe and overtake him. The manner whereof is thus. 
As ſoon as Alpbonſo had given this bloody blow, and ſeen Caſino fall dead to the ground, 
he unbolting the Chamber, preſently reſolyes to take horſe and flye away, but God ordained 
the contrary ; For as he had; again put up his Carabine into his Belt , God preſently ſtruck 
him into a fiupificd ſwoon, whereot falling to the ground, the noiſe cfhis fall, the report of 
his Carabine,and the racling of his Sword and it, preſently invited the people of the houſe 
below, to ſee what had befaln above to this Gentleman , where finding him groveling and 
gaſping for life, they (by Gods immediat dire&ion ) dor think that he hath there ſhot and 
mur himſelf; when deveſting him of his Apparell, andlaying himin bed to ſearch for 
his wounds, they find none ; but yet it is an hour before they perceive any motion, or aQion 
of life in him. And then opening his eyes, he with a diftrated look and amaz,d counte- 
nance, deeming himſelf upon the very point of death ; and that for his murchering of Caſino 
the Lord in his judgement had infallibly ſtrucken him with ſudden death , he finding this 
foul and blovdy aQt of his, to lic heavy upon his ſoul and conſcience, in this laſt Scen (as he 
then chought) of his life, -he (rather raving then ſpeaking) in the heat of his madneſs and 


diſtration,, cryes out again and again, that he had murthered Coſiino : The which thepeople _ 


| of the houſe are exceedingly akoniſhed ro underfiand. And now by this time Coſsino is found 


dead | 
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dead in the Garden , and ſhot thorow with a brace of Bullets. So his Neece Eleanora js all in 
tears hereat, andall Vercelie reſounds of this his lamentable murther. When Csſtins” 1 friends 
and ſervants make ſpeedy ſearch for the Murtherer , and finding a Horſe tyed to this little Ta- 
vern door, they find the Man, Wife, and Servants thereof in out-crycs and ame zement: So 
they aſcend the ſtairs, find A/phonſo in bed, with his Carabine by him on the Pench, and his 
cloths on the Table, and examining the people of the Houſe , they report to them this ſud- 
dain accident of his ſwooning, and therein of his confeſſion of the murthering of Caſzine 3 
ſo they all praiſc and glorifie God, in that they haveſo ſoon, and ſo readily found cut the in- 
tumane Authour and Aﬀor of this bloody Murther, 

But here before I proceed farther, I (in the name and fear of God ) do requeſt end invite 
the Reader to take notice of another remarkable (I may ſay miraculous)circumttance of Gods 
mercy and glory, which likewiſe appears in this detetion 2nd confeſſion of Alphonſo, to be 
the cruel] murcherer of this innocent, harmeleſs Gentleman {'aſsino; for he being no better 
than diſtra&ed of his wits , before God had cauſed and brought him to confeſs it, which elle 
he had never done, but that in the agnoy and anxiety of his ftupified ſpirits he (as I have for- 
merly ſaid) thought himſelf on the point and brink of death , and no ſhaddow of hope lefe 
him, eicher of this life or this World : Then , I fay, as ſoon as he had confifledit, Godin 
his goc4d pleaſure and providence preſently reſtored him again to his perf health , firength, 
and memory 3 ſo that being put in mind, and again remembring kis confeſſion, and ſeeing the 
eminency of his danger by the preſence of Zaſiino's friends and fervants, who were there pre- 
ſent about his Bed, to apprehend and carry him away to Prifon for the ſame; he now with 
tears , 2rd bitter Oaths, and curſes, declines ard recants what he bath formerly ſpoken there. 
of, and rather as the D:yill than a Chriftian, in lofty and proud ſpceches ttards upon the 
terms of his juſtification, alleadging and affirming to them farther that what he had tormerly 

confeſſed , or ſaid to them,concerning the murther of Coſiino, proceeded from the diſtempe- 
rature of his heart and brain?, in that of his diſtraion, or elſe from the deluſions and temp- 
tations of the Devill , and no otherwiſe. But his own confeſſion, the teſtimony of thoſe of 


| thehouſe who heard it, and the reſt of the preſumptions and circumſtances are ſo pregnant 


and apparant , that he is the undoubted murtherer of Caſcino, as they beleeve not what he now 
ſayes in his own behalf and Apologies or that it is any way the deluſions of the Devill, but 
the good pleaſure of God, which brought him to this deteQion and conviQion,of himſelf 


* for the ſame: So they being deaf to his requeſts and Oathz , they enforce him to draw on 


his apparell , and then by order of the criminall Judges , they that night commit him to 
Priſon, where the Devill having brought him, he now leaves him to himſelf, and to his 
own miſery and confuſion, which it is to be believed, that the Lord hath ordained hall ſpee- 
dily befall him. 

The next morning this Monſter of Nature Aphanſo , is called to his arraignment , where 
being by his Judges, charged with this foul murther, the Devill hath as yet fo obdurated his 
hearc, as he not only denies it, but conteſts againſt it with vehemensy and execrations. So 
the Vintner and his Wife, and Servants, are produced againſt him as witneſſes , who acknow- 
ledge and confeſs his own confeſfion thereof, 2s alfothe repgrt of his Carabine, and the 
vicinity of their houſe,and profpeR from the Chamber whereinjhe was, to Caſyine's Garder, 
wherein as he was walking he was ſhot ro death. When the mournful] and ſorrowfull young 
Lady Eleenora, is likewiſe brought forth as a witneſſe againſt him, who informs his Judges , 
that «pbonſs was a molt importunate Suter to her, both in bis Mothers houſe at Caſsall, as 
alſo at her deceaſed Lncles houſe, here in Vercelie 3 adding: withall, chat ( in her heart and 
ſoule) ſhe verily beleeves him to be the Murtherer of her ſaid Uncle. Bur till he denies is 
with choler dindiancion : Whereupon, the preſumptions and circumſtances hereof,being 
more apparant to his Judges, than the knowledye of this truth, they adjudge him to the Rack, 
where at the very firſt torments thereof, he with tears confeſſcth it; and God is now fo merci- 
full to his ſoule,as he ſeems to be very ſorrowfull and repentant thereof : fo they ſeeing hin 
guilty, pronounce ſentence againſt him, the next day to have his head cut oft tor the ſame; 
and that night the Judges Cont of theic honourable zeal to charity and picty) ſend him ſome 
Friers to priſon to him,to dire his ſoule to Heaven; who willing him to dieburthen his con- 

 Cience and ſoul of anyforher capirall crime, which he might have commicced in all the courſe 
of hislife, to the end that ic might not binder her paſſage and cranſmigration from Earth to 
Heaven; He then and there reveals them, how he had alſo formerly poyſoned his own Mo» 
ther , the Lady Sopbia, at Coſ{al,,for the which he likewiſe craved abſulution both of them and 
God. Whereat his Judges are exceedingly amaz'd and aſtoniſh:d,to ſee a Gentleman fo dege- 
nerate,inhumane,and bloody, as to be the death of his own Mother, of whom formerly he had 

_ received his life. The 
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The day following (according to his ſentence) Alphonſo is brought to the place of execu. 
tion, ad in a black ſutc of Silk Grograin, and a falling Band, wherc afcending the Scaffald, 
and drawn to much humility and contrition, by his ſecular Prieſts and Fricrs, he in preſence of 
a great concourſe of people , rhere made this ſhort ſpeech. That theſe two murtherers of big, 


and eſpecially that of his own Mother , the Lady Sophiz , were ſo odious in the fight of God 
_ and Man, that he acknowledged, he no longer deſerved to tread on the face of the Earthyor to © 


' Took up to Heaven. That he knew not juſtly, whereunto toattribute this infamy and miſery 
ofhis, but to his continuall negle& and omiſſion of prayer, whercby he baniſhed him(felf from 


God, and thereby gave the Devill too great an intereſt over his body and ſoul ; that he de. © 


fired God to forgive him, theſe his two foul ard bloody crimes of Murther, as alſo that of 
hie negle& of Prayer 3 and fo (with tears in his cycs)}bcſought all who were there preſentlike- 
wiſeto pray unto God for him : When again belceching the vertuous young Lady Eleanorg, 
to forgive him the murther of her good old Uncle Eaffino, he often waking the fign of the 
Croſs, and recommending himſelf into the hands of his Redeemer , bad the Exccutioner dg 
his office, who preſently with his Sword ſevercd his head from his body, and both were imme» 


diatly burnt,and the aſhes thrown into the River of Ticino, without the wals of Vercelie, als. 
though his Judges were onee of opinion, to ſend his ſaid head and bodytse CASS ALL, 


for the Judges of that place todothcir pleaſure therewith, forthere poyſoning of his own 
Mother, the Lady Sophia. 


And thus was the miſcrable(and yet deſerved) death and end, of this bloody and execrable - 


Gentleman Alpbonſo, and in this ſort did the judgements and puniſhments of God befall him, 
 forcheſe his ewo moſt inhumane,and deplorable Murthers. May God of his infinite grace and 
mercy , ſtill fortific arid confirme our faith by conſtant and continual] prayer (the want where- 
of was the fatall Rock whercan he periſhed that ſo we may ſecure our ſelves in this World, and 


our ſoules in that to come. 
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member bur with grief;of mind, and copppaſſion of heart 3 For it js not to make our ſelves. 
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_ (ofrich Demaines and Revenuces)termedMonſienr de Careſtaing, who by his Wife Madamoyſelle 
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HISTORY XXIV, 


ont Chauſey kils La Roche iz a Due!l. Quatbrifſon cauſeth Moncallicr ( «n Apethecary) to peye 
 fſonbss ans {ooh Valfontaine, Moneiher after fals, and breaks bis neck from a Pan of 
Stairs. Quatbriffon likewiſe cauſeth his Fathers Miller Picrot to murther, and jtrangle Mari 
in her Bed, and to throw ber body into his Mill-pond. Picrot the Miller is broken glive on a wheel, 
and Quatbciſon firſt beheaded, then burnt for the ſame. | 


VVE< E may truly affirme , that the world is in her wane, when Murther is become the 
| pratice of Chriftians , which" indeed is the proper office of the Devill 3 and how fre 
quently choſe wofull accidents happen , we cannot think of, but with much horrour, nor re« 


wilfull Traitors and Rebels to Ged, to violate his Divine Majcfty, in ſpoiling his truc Image 
and reſemblance; yea, is it not the high way ot Hell 2 But that this age of ours predueeth ſuch 
Monſters of Nature read we but this enſuing Hiftory, and it will informe ez of much innoceng 
blood ſhed, wecknow not whether more wiltully or wickedly. 


It is not unknown, that the Province of Little Britain, was (long fince?) annexed and upj» 
ted to the flouriſhing Kingdom of France, by the marriage of Charles the Eighth, with Anxe 
the young Dutcheſs thereof, notwithſtanding that ſhe was formerly contrzYed ts Maxim 
lien:(Arch- Duke of Aftria) where we ſhall underſtand , that in the City of Vaxnes' ( formerly 


the Court' and Refidence of thoſe Bruriſh Dukes ) there of late years dwelt a Noble Gentleman 
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{eſs diftaſtfall and more fortunate,he caves Nantes and rides home to Vaares. 


de ie Ville Blanche, had two Sons, the eldeſt named by his title Adorfieur de Quatbriſſon, = x 


the youngeſt Moyſieur de V alfontaine : The firlt aged of twenty tour years, being ſhort and cor. 
pulent, the ſecond of twenty , being tall and ſlenderz, both of them brave aud hopeful! Gentle. 
men, as well in their outward perſonages ,as in the inward perfcftions, and endowments of 
their minds; For in all reſpeRts , the care and affcCtion of their Parents, had made their edy. 
cation anſwerablc to their birchs. I alfontaine (tor the moſt part) lived in the City of Nantes 
(the ſecond of that Dutchic )with an Lncle ot his named Monſieur de Mayſſie , being Preſident 
of the Kings Chamber of Accounts which is kept there, who frequenting the Bals or publike 
Dancings (whereunto the youth of Fraxce are generally addited Jamongſt many other cxcel. 
lent beauties, wherewith that Ciry is graced , and thole paſtimes and mectings honoured, he 


: - 
, 


ſes a young Gentlewoman (being a ſtranger , and new;y cometo the City ) fo infinitely rich 


in the cxcellcncics of nature, and the treaſure of lovelineG and beauty,as (with a kind of impe- 
rious commanding power )ſhe attr2Cts all mens eyes to behqld , to admirc, to aff:& her- So as 
although Yalfontanes youtbtull hcarc and years, kad never as yet ſtooped or ſacrificed to Love, 

ctat the very firſt fight of this ſweet y.1ng Gentlewoman, (whoſe name we ſhall nor go far to 
Few he cannot retain: his enamourcd cycs from gadding on the Roſes, and ranging on the 
Lillies ofher ſweet complexion}, nor his rcivlutions from enquiring , what her name and her 
ſelf was; when being entormed, that [hs was the only Daughter and Heir of a rich and noble 
Gentleman , a Widdower termed AMonſi-ur de Pexelle, of the Pariſh of Saint Argaaw, four 

cagacs from the City, and her nanie Madamoyſelle 1a Pratiere, ofanc agcot fame ſeventeen, te 
at the very firſt fight likes her ſo well , and lovzs her fodeerly, that (if her interiour vertucs 
come not too ſhort of her exteriour beauty and feature) he vows he will be her Sutor and 
Servant ; afid ſo he attemp:s to court and ſcek her for his Wite:. 

To which cnd, he (more like a Tutor than a Pupill, ir the Art and School of Love ) is fo 
farr from negleRing any, ashhe curioufly and carefully ſecks all opportunities and occations to 
enjoy the felicity of her company, and {© (or the moſt part |) he condudts her toand from 
the dancinzs, fits and talks with her in her Lodgings, meets ber at Church, where a8 well 
at Veſpers as Maſs, he accompanies and praycs with her , and (briefly) ſhe can difficukly be 
preſent any where, where he is long abſent from ber ; For by this time (which js ſcarce a mo- 


neth fince he firſt ſaw her)her pecrleſs beauty , and unparallcIPd vertucs and diſcourſe, have. 
aftcd ſuch amorgus wonders in his heart, as he vows he muſt cither live her Huzband, or dye, © 


her Martyr, But ſee the providence and pleafure of God, for it Valfortaine tenderly love our 
ſweet and fair La Pratiere, no leffe doth ſhe him; for knowing him to be the Son of his Father, 
and therefore a Gentleman of Noble cxcrattion and worth 3 and fecing him to be wiſe, dif- 
crect, and proper , as alſo remembring and marking , that he fervently and infinitely aff-&g 
her, ſh: is ſo delighted with his neat feature and perſonage,and raviſhed with the melody ot his 
diſcourſe , as albcit at firſt, her tongue be ſo civill and modeſt to conceal her. aff:&tion from 
him , yet her eyes (the Ambaſſadours of her hearr)cannot bur in dumb Eloquence, and (ilent 
Rhetorick bewray it bim, So as(ro omit the gifts, preſents, and efpecially the Letters, which 
interchangeably paſt between them) and which indeed powertully aſſiſted to the ſympathi- 
fing and cim:nting of their youthfull aff:Qions , it ſufhceth that we take notice and know- 
ledge , that V alfontaines preſence was La Pratiere sdclight , and the enjoying of her company, 
his felicity and glory, aad chat ſhe in life and death would remain his obedicng and faichfull 
Wifc,and he her faithfull and loving Hisband , only ſhe prayes him carefully and reſpeatully 
to conceal her affc&ion to kim,and ſo likewiſc to obſerve her Farher in ſeeking his conſent to 
their marriages, the which he promiſcrth her ſhortly topertorm 3; For as ſoon 2s La-Pratiere 


hath left Nantes , and purpoſely retired her felt home co her Fathers houſe, at St. Argnewy* 


V alfontaine is not many _ behind her , where he acqtraints her Father Peaxelle, with his af- 
fe&ion to his Daughter,ſcc 


takes up his lodging and reſidence, under pretence to courr the Daughter , whom we know he 
hath alrcady won , buthis ſutc is no wayes pleaſing , but diffaſttull ro Pexzelle, who althongh 
he know , that Monſieur de {aerſtaing his Father (as well for Lands 2s blgod) isevery way ra- 
ther his Superiour than his Equal, yet becauſe his Daughter Le Pratiere is his only child and 


Heir, and Falfontaine but a Cader (or younger Brother) therefore covetouſneſs makes him - 


aſſume this reſolution, that. he! will have none of him for his Son in Law: but this reaſon,and 
concluſion he conceals to himſelf, and ſo (in generall terms )givcs Valfentaine a cold and averſe 


2nſwer,, little better in effc& than a flat deniall 3 and thus tor bis firft Journey , Valfontaine © 


takes leave ofhis ſweet Le Pratiere,no way doubring but that his ſecond to her , will prove 


B-ing 


s her in marriageprequeſt-rh his conſent and with many reaſons,. 
fairly and diſcreetly endeavoureth to enduce him thereunto, where for three or four dayes he, 
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B-ing arrived at Vanxes, he acquaints his Fathzr and Mother, with his affcCtivn and tucc to 
Madamoyſelle La Pratiere, the only Daughter and Hcire (* as we have heard of Afoyſieur de 
P-1nelle, of Saint Argnaw , whereunto (becauſe they know him to be rich and noble, and his 
Dinghter faire and vertuous ; they give good approbation arid allowance, when Valfontaine 
raying his Father toride over to Moyfeur de Pennelle, to confer with him about this buſineſs, 
hoſe preſence he hopeth will eff. Ct that with him, which he fears and knows his poor power 
cannot ; Bat his Father although he be very glad, to procurc his Sons advancement and cog- 
tent by this match, yet being at that time much troubled with the Gour, he excuſerh bimſelf 
upon his indif poſition, and ſo defers off that journey to another time. Valſontaine miſſing of 
his Father, decws it rather expedient than impertinent,to entreat his Brother Qnatbriſſo heres 
in , to whom he fully relates what hath paſt berween Pexxelle and himſclf, but withall conceals 
upon what terms he ſtands with La Pratiere, or that ſhe is any way his, or he hers, either b 
contra or promiſe, to the end that he may have no juſt cauſe cither to tax her immodcſty, ot 
condemn her indiſcretion, in ſo ſodainly giving her ſclt ro him 2uatbriſon very willingly yeeld 
to his Brothers;r<queſtz when (followed with a train and <quipage anſwerable to their rank 
and quality, and armed with their Fathers Letter ro Moxſieur de Pennelle ) they take horſe and 
ride ro Saint Argnaw- Now as it isthe crrour (or natureJof Lovers to be ſtill unſecret Secre- 
caries , in delighting to talk aud prattle of their Miſtreſſcs , whom they eſteem their Soverai 
good and chickeſt felicity : So all the way between V axes and Saint Argnaw, Ualjontaine 
could n:icher refrain , nor reſtrain his tongue trom painting forth Le Pratiere in all the cxcel> 
lency of her prayſcs , and from cxtolling her beauty and perfeCtions above the 8kiesz yea , hE 
ran ſo curious a divifion, and ſo.ample a comment on the wonders and rarity of her beauty , 
that his verbal! relation already prepared his Brothers eycs to behold a female Mafter-pecce of 
Nature in Le Pratierez bur bcing arrived to her Fathers houfe (Aa lictle before Dinner time 
aad ſceing, and ſaluring , firſt him, then her, at the very firſt encounter and ſighr, his ſenfesare 
ſo ſurpriſed with the ſwhertneſs of her countenance, and ſo taxen with the Fa ae of her 
feature, ashe now finds that his Brothers report and prayfcs of her come iphnitly ſhore the 
dignity and excellency of her beauty. 


D:nner being ended, and Seerhriſſon dehvering his Fathers Letter to Penxel'e, with whom 
making a ſlight and ſuperficiall conference, concerning his Brothers aff:Qion and ſute to his 
' FW Dughrer, he turns from him to her , who dying her milk white checks with a roſcat bluſh 
, © toencertaine him, he raviſhed with the delicaic of ſo amorous an encounter, and ſweet obje; 
could not likewiſe refrain from bluſhing to ſee her bluſh , when enquiring of her , if ſhe pleaſed 
: to take the aire of the Garden (where her Father and his Brother were already gone and ateen- 
s © 9:4 them) and (he replying, that his pleafare therein ſhould be hers, he taking het by her Hand 
s © condudts her thither 3 where Yalfontaine in civilitic purpoſely walking aloof off, becaafe he 
© hopcdandaffered himſelf , that his Brother 2«atbriſſou now meant ctfeCtually to ſpeak with 
ic © bis Miſtreſs in his behalf, there being then no witneſſes to their conference , but only the ſweet 
h | Qirifters of the woods (the Thruſhes and Nightingals ) who purpoſely and pleaſantly fate 
:- © every buſh and tree, to delight them with their mellifluous melody the very firſt words he 
of adminiftred and dire&ed to her was 3 That if ſhe pleaſed ro ſwear her tongue to ſecrefie to 
what he ſhonld now fay and dcliver to her, he would reveal her a ſecret which ſhould infinitl 
; Import her good. La Pratiere (wondring at the nature of Qvatbriſſoxs firſt fpeechand reque 


| and what ic might mean and concern) ftood a little while mute and filent, not knowing w ha, 
Y 0 conceive thereof, much leſs what toanſwer thereto : But at laft conſidering that V alfont airtg 
16 MM 725 her Lover, and ©«atbriſſox his Brother , ſhe imagined there was ſome plot ſecretly com» 
we BY Pafted between them, that it her Father won1d nor condeſcend to their defires , that they had 
i. then reſolved to ftcal her away from him, and ſo to make it a Claudeftine marriage : Where- 


upon(her aff.tion being defirous to know the cercainty hereof, and her curiofity ambitious to 
W fc this abſtruce myfterie unlocked) ſhe grants him his requeſt, vowing to impoſe ſearccy to her 
" MJ *ongue in whar he ſhould deliver, or entruſt her with : When he kiſling her, and cvaporarin 

Many far ferch'd fighs ( as the Herauld to proclaim his aff.ion) he tels her; that her jn- 
comparable beauty hath captivated his thoughts, and made his heart both her Tribuniall , and 
her Priſoner; that he envies his Brothers happineſs, in baving the Honour to ſee her before hire 
(eff. That as hc is his Superior in years, ſo he is in aff:&ion to her, and that he knowes his 
Brother is as unworthy of her , as himſelf worthily beſtowed on her : Le Pratiere 
( whoſe aff:&ion and thoughts ran a dire& contrary Cariere , left dreaming of that 
Which ſhe is now enforced co underſtand ) is fo afflited , ahd withall fo incenſed at 
theſe unexpeHed ſpecches of. Duatbriſſons , that ( her paſſion giving a law to ber civility J 
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cating a \now-white vaile over her crimſon checks, and behding her brow (in whoſe furrows 


it. ſcemedthat diſcontent and choller fate now triumphant )her aff-Aion is tos fincere and ens 
tire to Velfortaine, as {he returnes his diſcqurtcous Brother ©uatbriſſca , this ſhort and (ha 
anſwer ; 2uatbriſſen ({quorh ſheto have offered this unkindneſs of yours to your friend, had 


| been ignoble ingratitude, but to do it to your own Brother , can be no lefs than treachery z 


and therefore this know from me, that I eſteem your primogenitorſhip as inferiour to V alfoy.. 
tains Vertaes, as they are in all rcſpeAs ſuperiours to yours, and had you not tied and wedded 
my tongue to ſilence, I would now preſently publiſh it to the worldyto the admiration ard de. 
ttftarion of all good men, and ſo ( with a look ingendred of choller, and derived from gif. 


 dain)ſhc haftily and ſaddenly trips away from him , leaving him alone in the Garden to his 


ing )ſhs ſends for him into her Chamber , where ſeeing him extreamly penfive and ſorrowfull 


| him now to cnquire no farther what itis, for that her tongue was enjoyned to ſccrefie 


Muſcs 3 2uatbriſſon biting his p at this ſharp repulſe of La Pratiere, is yet reſolutc nor thus to 
leave her, when hoping to find her Father more traftable and propitious to his ſute than his 
Daughter. , he ſecks him out , and in fair termes informs him of his aff<Cion and love to her, 
and that (notwithſtanding his Brothers reſearch of her)he himfclt infinitcly defirerh her to be. 
his own wife, Old Penxe/le(bcing more covetous of his Daughters preferment, than any way 
carefull of her content)gives an attentive and pleafing Eare to this motion of ©yatbriſſca,and 
is ſo delighted with the melody of his ſpeeches, as already in heart, he wiſherh her maricd to 


| kim, but how to anſwer , or give content to Valfoxtaine he knows nor. 


\ Now the better to effc& , and te compaſle this match , ſo much wiſhed of ©uatbriſſon, and 
deſired of Pennelle 3 he (in the abſence of Valfontaine ) ſends for his Daughter into his Cloſer, 
fhews her wharpreferment and happineſs is now oftcred her, it ſhe will forſake Valfentaine and 
accept of his clder Brother ©natbriſſun for her Husband, La Pratiere (both moved and gric- 
yed with this her Fathers propoſition and ſpeeches) very humbly beſeccheth him ; that if ever 
he will reſpe& her content, or regard her lite, that V a/fontaine may be her Husband, and nor 
Puathriſſon, becauſe ſhe confefeth ſhe loves the younger Brother, but that ſhe neither can nos 
will affc& the clder : Now although this her reſolutc and obſtinate anfwer, do exceedingly af- 
fli and gricve her Father , yet hoping that a little time will prove capable to draw her to his 
defires , he ſecretly bids Quatbriſion to ride home to Vannes, to take his Brother with him, and 
ſhortly afterto return again to Saint Argnaw without him, and that he ſhall find nocauſeto 
fear , or reaſon to doubt,but that he ſhall enjoy his Miſtrisz the mannaging whercof, he praycy 
him to refer to his carc in his abſence « Thus we ſee the Father and Daughter differently affes | 
Red , he loves 2natbriſſon and not V alfontaine,and ſhe Valfontaine , but not Qxatbriſſou , who 
gricving as much at the Daughters refuſall , as he rejoyceth at her Fathersconſent; Hee now | 
venteth his malice on the Innocency, and his treachery on the integrity of his Brother , by ac- 

uainting him, that he hath uſcd his beſt power and art of ſolicitation towards Pexelle ; and 
thathe finds it impoſſible to draw him to reaſon; adding withall, that hefis (o far from con» 
ſcnting, that he ſhall obtain his Daughter in marriage, as (opon the whole) in»terms cnough 
clear and apparant, he futurely denies him acceſs to his houſe 3 Wherefore Brother ( quoth he) 
becauſe I fee with grief , that you ftrive againſt the ftream,and that in all ations and accideny 
whatſoever , the ſhorteſt errours are till beſt, Jet us tomorrow take horfe and away , and ki 
this indiffcrency be your reſolution : That if God have decreediit ſhall be a match, ir then will 
be, otherwiſe not. V alfontains heart bleeds at Pexnelles averſneſs and cruelty , aud his eyes 
overflow with tears, ſo ſoon to forſake the fight and company of his Daughtct,of his dear and 
fair Miſtris Ls Pratiere; but being ignorant of ali his Brothers paſſages , and rreacheries inten- 
ded, and meant towards him , he holds it folly to impugn', or contradiCt his pleaſure, and ſe 
reſolves to leave Saint Arguaw,and depart home with him to Vaunes. — 
Our fair Le Pratiere, ſccing all things bent eo croſs her defires , and her Valfontaines wiſh 
es, ſhe (out of her tender affcQion to him) reſolves to give him a privat mecting and confe- 
-rence, when that very night (as her Father and his Brother were in their Beds ſoundly ilkep- Y »p 


”- — lo. a _ 


ſhe bids him be cheertull and couragious, tels hirn that he hath no reafon to deſpair , but to 
hope, for that in life and death ſhe will be his,and only bis and then informs him , that inv 
ſtantly upon his arivall to / a#nes , ſhee will write and ſend him a Letter , wherein ſhe will a&- 
quaint him with the paſſage of abukaneſs, whereof he neither can conceive or dream, conjurt 


: = 


ſworn to filence , and ſo (with much chat, and more kiſſes) he giving her a Diamond Ring 
from bis-fingers , and (he him a paire of Pearl Bracelets from her armes , in token of rheir-m 

wall conftancy-and aff-&ion each to other,they (infinitly againſt their minds ) are enforced'®@. 

take Jeaye cach of other; and the ſucceeding morn being come, the two Brothers prepare nd 
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diſpoſe themſelves for their Journey. 
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When breakfaſt ended, according as it was concluded betwtixe Pernelle and Buatbriſſon, 
Pernelie takes V/ alfontain a fide to a window, and in ſhart tearrys prayes him , henceforth to for. 
bear his houſe, and refrain his Daughters company , for that he hath provided another Huſ. 
band for her z ſo having ſevcrally and ſol:mnly taken their Congecs, firſt of the Father , and 
then of the Daughter , they take Horſe and away. Now as they are riding home towards V an- 
nes, as itis a ſcnſible and heart-killing grief to Le Pratiere, ſo ſoon to be deprived of her V at- 


ſontains dear and ſweet company , ſo again ſhe cannot refrain from ſmiling, to ſee how in- 


gratfully and ſubtilly 2zatbriſſon gocs to work to betray his Brother , in ſeeking to obtain her 
for himſclf in marriage, bur meaſuring the integrity of the one, by the treachery of the other, 
and likewiſe remembring her promiſe to Valfontaine, ro write ro him at the end of two 
daycs after their departure , ſhe (by a confident Meffenger) accordingly ſends him this Lettcr. 


LAPRATIERE to VALFONTAINE. 


Y promiſe owes you this Letter , whereby I give you to underſtand, that 1 know not whether 
IV JLyou have greater cauſe to love me or hateyour Brother Q1atbrifſon, in regard he Vowes, be 
affetts me dearer than your ſelf, and hath attempted to r6b you of your Wiſe, and conſequently me of 
my H usband; and as this is ingratitude in a friend, ſo it muſt needs be treachery in a Brother. T 
bave beard his courting, and ſeen kis complements tending that way,but for your ſake Irelifh thalg 
with diſtaſt, theſe with negle&, and himſelf with coutewpt and diſdain.He h ath won my Father to bt 
will, but reſt your confident (my dear Valtontain ) that he neither can, nor ſhall draw me to his 
defire. And becauſe true affetion, eſpecially in accidents of this nature, cannot ſtill be exempt of fear, 
thereſore if any ariſe, or engender in your thoughts, let this diſſipate and diſpell it , that although my 
Father bave baniſhed you his houſe, yet his Daughter is (till death)conftantily reſolved to retain and 
cheriſh you in her heart , and none but you : Manage tbis your Pratictcs advice with diſcretion to« 
wards my Father , and not with choller towards your Brother , and be but a little time a patient Spe- 
Gator of my afſefiion and conſtaucy ts you,and you ſhall aſſuredly ſee him ai his own ſhame,and your 
glory; bis affliGion , your content and deſire. 


LA PRATIERE. 


© Valfontaine baving reccived and read this Letter; the baſe ingratitude and foul treachery of 
his Brother 2xatbriſſon, doth extremely afflict and rorment him; yea, the knowledge and re- 
membrance thereof, throws him into ſuch paſſions of choller, and fumes of revenge,as once he 
reſolved to right himſelf on him, by ſending him a Challenge, and fighting with him : vowi 
that the bonds of nature were not by far ſo ſtrong ,as thoſe of aff-Qtion, and that his Brother 
baving given the firſt cauſe of offence and breach of amity berwixt them , it was no marvell 

that he took that courſe and preferred that forme of proceeding to any other. But then again 
conſidering his dear La Preatieres injun&ion and prohibicion from choller, rhis laſt reaſon ore= 
{waicd and prevailed againft his former reſolution , when knowing himſelf infinitly obliged to 
her for her courtelic , and conſtancy, ſo ſweetly expreficd ro him in this her Letter , he can do 
no Icefs , than return hee an anſwer thereof in requirall, the which he doth by her own Mcfſcns 
ger in theſe terms, 


VALFON TAINE to LAPRATIERE. 


F all meu of the world, I leaſt thought that my Brother Quatbriſſon would have proved my Ris 

vall, in attemptiug to love you , becauſe he perfeily knows , I affet you far dearer than the 
whole world; yea, this errour (or as you juſtly terme it, this treachery of his, is ſo odions, ſo ſtrange 
tome, as it bad far exceeded my belief , if your affction and conſtancy had uot ſo courteouſly reve a= 
led it to me in your Letter, the which T both bluſhed and palled to peruſe. Neither is it any thanks to 
bim, that he miſſed of his deſire, in miſſing of yotuy rather to your vertuous ſelf, which diſtaſted bis 
courting and complements for his own ſake , and diſdaining him for mine. Dear and ſweet La Pra- 
tierce, 2x that my Brother hath wox your Father, T exceedingly grieve, but in that I bave uot loſt bis 
Daughter, I far more triumph and rejoyce : But why think of loſing you, ſith to call your conftancy 
mqueition, is no leſſe than to prophane your affeltiou and my Judgement , and ſo to make og both 
uncapable and unworthy of you, for how can my love toyou , retain any the or fark of ear for 
that being baniſhed your F athers Houſe, I am yet ſo happy, to recover ſo ſafe a Harbour and San« 
Quary, yea ſo precious a Temple, as your heart ; In which regard it is every way fit , that your re« 
queits ſhould be to me gommands , for otherwiſe zmy Sword oy already called me Coward, if by this . 
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tire I bad wot called my Brother to a ftri and ſevere account for this his treachery. I will (till oþ. 
ſerve your Father with reſpef, thigh he refuſe to reſpe& we with obſervance; and for my ingrate- 
full and treacherons Brother , he may a@ his own ſhame and afflifiion, but caunst cenduce tg content, 
or defire, becanſe that mnſt ſoly proceed from your ſelf, (ith in the ſweet enjoying of you to my Wife, 
conſiſts the ouly content of my life, and the chie/eſt of all my earthly felicity. 


VALFONTAINE. 


Some two dayes after that La Pratiere was made joyfull with this anſwer cf her V alfontaine, 
ſhe hath again ſorrowſull news of 2yathriſſons arrivall to her Fathers houſe at Saint Aignaw, 
who had purpoſely given it out to his Brother V alfentaine at V annes, that he rides iO Acennboy, 
He here-renews his late ſute ro the Father and Daughter , but he finds them both in the ſame 
humours and reſolutions , be I: ft them 3 he willing, and ſhe coy , he defirous to hav: him his 
Son in Law, and ſhe reſolute never to meke him, but his Brother YValfearain her Husband, He 
profereth her many rich gifts and preſents , anda blanck to write down what Joynture ſhe 
plcaſcth to demand, bur ſhe peremptorily retuſeth it all, and bids him beſtow it on ſome other, 
of whom irc may find better acccprance yea, I may ſafely ſay, and truly afticm, that their afee 
&ions are far more oppolitegand contrary, then their ſexes, tor the more he ſces her , he loves 
'N , and the ofiner ſh: bcholds him , the more ſh: hates him; fo chat when he apparan:1y Per= 
Nives', that ſh: deeply vows to her Father, and himſclf, only ro marry his Brother V alfot aine, 
or her Grave, he ſecing his labour ſor the time preſent loft , and his ?ft:tion to her in vaine; 
having nothing left tocomfort him againſt the repulſe of this amorous ſute , but the conſtang 
fri:nd{hip of her Father, he ſorrowfully takes his leave of them, and rides home to 7 z71e5;bur 
as Clofe as he bears this his Journey from his Brother Valfentarxe, yet La Pratiere holds her 
on bound to fignikic it to him, the which the very next day ſhe doth by her ſecond Lecter,which 
peaks thus. 


LAPRATIERE to VALFONTAINE. 


Hold it a part of my duty and affeftion to advertiſe you , that theſe two dayes, have been a« 
gain importunately haunted and ſolicited by your unkind Brother Quatbrifſon for marriage, but 
be bath found my firſt anſwer, to be my ſecond and laſt; Tea I have ſo nipt his vain hopes #n their 
bloſſoms , by ſignifying to him and my Father, my infallible reſolution, either to wed yuu or wy Grate, 
as I think ( except their hopes betray their Fudgments ) the one is aſſured , and the other confident, 
that time will make it aapparant to the World , that my words will prove deeds , aud that the ta(t will 
make the firſt reall : But if your ſaid Brother will yet (notwithſtanding farther exerciſe his folly in 
my patience, and ſo make himſelf as ridiculous ts me, asto you he is treacherous, I out of the dear 
affeTion,and tender reſpe& which I bear you )will then fall on my knees tomy F ather, to haſten his cons 
ſent to our marriage; that in ſeching my centent, you may therein find your own; and this is my reſo- 
lurion, wherewith if yours concurr and ſympathize, Heaven may, but Earth ſhall not croſs cur deſires, 


LAPRATIERE, 
VP alfentaine receives this ſecond Letter from bis Miſtreſs with ſmiles and frowns; with ſmiles 


continuall malic: and treachery towards him , the which conſidering ( as alfo becauſe it fo 
neerly concerns him)he reſolves to tax him thereof, and to ſee whether (by fair requ:ſtsand 


to this her laft Letter, the which he doth in theſe terms. | 


VALFONTAINE to LA PRATIERE, 


of my Brother Quatbriffons perſeverance in his treachery towards me , by ſeeking to betray and 
bereave me of your ſlef, in whom my heart and thoughts imparadiſe their moſt ſoveraign earthly 
felicityzand your reſolution in ni pping his hopes, and your Fathers will, by eleGing me or your Grave 
r your Husband,, dsth ſo raviſh my heart with joy, and ſo rap my conceits in an extaſie of ſweet 
content , as I am confident God hath reſerved La Prickee » to be Valfontains ſweet wife, and he to 
be her dear Husband. But as T know not whether my unkind and treacherous Brother, will yet far- 


to ſee her inviolable conſtancy andaff:&ion, with trowns to behold his Brother ©» atbriſſons 


perſwafions ) he may reclaime him from aff. Qing his fair and deer La Pratiere, and to to give 
over his ſute to her, but firſt he knows himſeif indebted and obliged , to return her an anſwer 


T is every way your affeion, no way your duty ( ſweet La Pratiere) which again advertiſeth we 


thr | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


PT. TT >, a, FAS  HRas., 


z iR XXV. 


 _ Ualfonte and a Pratiere, 


— 


363 


ther bew ray you hrs folly , in exerciſing yonr patience with bis importunity 3 ſoto ſove you th at lalour 
and penance; which for my ſake and love you are ready to impoſe to your ſelf , I am both ready and 
reſolved , not only to fall on my knees to your F ather , but alſo ro your ſweet ſelf, that our marriage be 
baſtned ; for as your reſolution herein, ts, and ever ſhall be mine , ſo our hearts and thoughts ſympa- 

thiſing intheſe wiſhes , I hope that both Heaven and Earth have reſolved » not to croſs , biit ſhortly to 

con'nmmate and finiſh our deſires. 


VAL FONTAINE, 


H: having thus diſpatched and (ent away his Letter, to his ſweet aud fair Miſtreſs, henow 
reſolves to have ſome conference with his unkind Brother, to ſe what a brazen face, he cither 
will, or can put _ this ingratitude and treachery: But Quatbriſſons policic will anticipate 
and prevent him 3 for he having his heart and contemplations deeply fixed on La Pratzeres 
beauty , and having ran over all the inventions of his art and affection, how to make her for- 
fake her coyne(s, and ſo how to obtain her for his Wifc, he at laſt reſolves to fain himC-1f ſack, 
and ſothecn to reveal to his Brother Valfontaine, thar it is his dear and fervent af:&ion to Le 
Pratiere, which is the cauſe thereof, To which purpoſe he keeps his Bed, and in his perfcQt 
health is twice let blood, thereby to Jook ill; when ſending for his Brother to his Chamber, 
and excmpring all other company thence he acquaints and informs him, That fince he firſt 
ſaw La Pratiere, hc ſtill moſt tenderly loved her 4 and that he muſt now die, becauſe ſh2 will 
not aff:& and love himz He prayes and conjures him (by vertue of all the ſame blood ,, which 
equally fircams in both their bodies )) for the ſaving and preſerving of his life, thathe will 
now abandon his aff:&ion from her, and ſo yeeld hiwu up all the power and intercft that he 
hath , or pretends to have in her, and that in requitall thereof(if occaſion require ) he ſhall ill 
find him ready , not only to cxpoſe all his means, but his dearctt blood and life at his command: 
Ar.queſt ſounjuſt and a propoſition ſo devoid of common ſenſe and reafon, as Valfonteine ob= 
ſcrving itz and therein ſeeing his Brothers impudency , now grown to the height of baſeneſſe 
and folly, he exceedingly incenſed thereat (with a difdainfull look returns him this ſharp and 
bitter , yet deſerved reply. Was it not cnough that | underſtood your treachery; by my fair 
and dear La Pratiere, in ſecking and attempting to bereave me of her, but that thou art th 
ſelf become ſo ſottiſh, ro make thy crongue the Advocate. as well to plead and apologiſe thy 
treachery to me , 28to publiſh thy ſhameto thy (elf, and to the whole world , in ſeeking and 
dfiring me to ſurceaſe my affcCtion to her , and to renounce my intereſt of her to thy ſel: No, 
no, baſe Quatbriſion(for henceforth I highly diſdain to tcarm or efteem you my Brother 1 
give thee to underftand and know , that in heart , and in honour ſhe is mine, and I hers,and 
therefore you ſhall dyc and damn, before I will permit chee to inrich thy ſelf with my loſs of 
her , whom I ffc& and priſe a thouſand times dearer thanmy elf, or than all the lands and 


treaſures of the World; when without any other farcwell , he haftily and cholerickly flings 


forth his Chamber from him. | 


®uatbriſſon ſeeing his Brothers furious departure, and remarking his peremptory and incivil 
anſwer to him, he (in his heart and thoughts ) vows revenge, and in his reſolutions ſwears to 
make him repent it. To which cffc&,forſaking his Bed, and abandoning his counterfet fick= 
neſs his choller hardly affording his patience three daycs to recover his bloud and ſtrength, bur 
knowing his Brother to be now at Nantes with their Uncle De Maſſy , he ſecks out a dear and 
intimate friend of his hamed Moxſieur La Roche, whom ingaging to be his Sccond in a DuclIl a» 
gainſt his own Brother FYalfontaine,they ride over to Nautes, when comming to a ſmall Pariſh, 
termed 8, Vallerge, within a league of the City, he writes a Challenge, delivers it to La Roche, 
and ſo diſpceds him away with it to his Brother. ,, Le Koche comes to Nantes , finds out Val- 
fontaine at the Preſident, his Uncles houſe, beingiin the company of a very intimate friend of 


* his, of that City, named Monſieur de Pont Chauſey, and delivereth him his Brothers Challenge 


faſt ſcaled, the which he haſtily breaking open, and peruſing, he finds that ir ſpeaks this Lan- 
guage, | 


QUATBRISSON to VALFONTAINE, 


JN regard it is impoſſible for both of us to enjoy the fair La Praticre to Wife, thereſore it is fit that 
one of us die, that the other may ſurvive and live, to be enriched with ſo precious a treaſure , and 
crowned with ſo ineftimable a bleſſing and felicity; which conſidering , as alſo becauſe my modeſt re= 
queſts have ( undeſervedly )met with thy incivill carriage, aud been requited with thy malicious exe* 
rations , Therefore find it not ftrange, to ſe affetion give a Law to Nature, and mine honour to con- 
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temne thy contempt and malice, in inviting thee and thy Second, to meet me and mine with your ſingle 
f apiers , to morrow twixt two or three aſter dinner,in a fair medow at the Eaſt end of Saint Vallery 
w!thin a little flight ſhot thereof, where thou ſhalt find this Gentleman (whem I have prayed to be the 
Bearer bereo;) who will ſafely condud thee to me, where I will patiently attend thee ;, Texpedt no other 
anſwer but thy (el-, neither gs I any way doubt (much leſs deſpair of thy meeting mee, ſince by birth 
I know thou art Noble, and by inclination pretendeſt to be Generous. 


QUATBRSSON, 


-" Vaulfontaine (miles at the reading, of this Challenge, and in conceit Jamghing at his Brother 
©, «b: iſſens errours and folly, he cheerfully turns himſelf to La Roche, to whom he ſpeaks thus, 
Moxſieur La Rocke, | mak no doubt but you are Quatbriſſezs S:cond; to whom he replics ; My 
reſpect to your Brother hath engaged mee thercunto , in ftead of a more worthy, and yet I in- 
geniou{ly confeſs and proteſt (Sir quoth hethat | have promited no more to him, than (if oc« 
f10n preiented) j am ready to perform for your felt. Valfontaine thanks him; and prayes him 
to return his Brother Quatbriſſ this anſwer, That to morrow at the appointed hour and place 
he will not fail to mee tam ; When centreating La Roche to walk with him into the nexy 
Chamber , he to!d him, he preſumed he ſhould ſhew him his Sccendz when V alfontazne taking 
Pont Cauſey to the window, he ſhews him his Brothers Challenge, and prayes kim co honour 
im in being his Secend. Poxt Cauſey(not out of any fear in himſclf, but in love to theſe two 
Brothers ) as 2 Chriſtian Gentleman profereth toride over to Duatbriſſon to Saint V allery,and 
t uſe his beſt powerand endeayors to take up and reconcile theſe diff-rences between them; 
but La Roche tels him hz may ſave that Journey and labour, For (that to his knowledge )Quat- 
briſn is both reſolute and irreconcilcable in that quarrel] ; whereupon Poxt Chauſey freely en- 
gageth himſclfto /alfont aine, and ſo theſe two Seconds (thoughnot as loving friends, yetas 
friendly and honourable Encmics very ſecretly that evening provide their Rapicrs,which done 
La Roche rides back to Saint Vallery, acquainting Onatbriſſen with his Brother Valfontaine; 
Rrgerovs reſolution, to meet and fight with him the next day , as alfo that Poxt Chauſey is Se» 
cond, - 
'- And although (by the infſtigation of Satan ) that Choller and Revenge make minutes 
ſeam hours, and hours years , cre it hath wrought his wiſhed effeAs , and eff<Qed his bloody 
delignee : So theſe our four raſh and inconfiderate Gentlemen (more full of V alonr than Ver- 
tue , and of courage than Chriſtianity )the hour appointed for the Rendezvous "oO 
and ®uathrifſon with his Chirurgion, beeing firſt in the Field,bath difticultly made two turns 
before La Roche uſhereth in his Brother Valfontaine, his Second Pont Chauſey and their Chirur- 
gion , when they all tying up their Horſes to the Hedge, they(according to the cuſtome of 
. Duels )do all throw off their Dublers , and each unbooting his fellow, they appear in their ilk 
ſtockings and white Pumps,as if they were fitter to dance Coranto's or Pavins,than to fight 
Duels. 

So the two Brothers firft draw , and approach each other , and at their firſt comming up, 
Valf.ntaine( without being touched himſelf givers Qzathriſſon a deep wound in his right 
thigh, as if his Rapier had not beaten down the thruſt, ithad undoubtedly nailed him to 
the ground; at their ſecond encounter they are both hurt , @zathrifion in the right arme, and 
V.i|fontaine ot a ſcar in the neek,and here they make a ſtand to rake breath , 2#athrifon not 
as yet defpairing, nor Valfontaine triumphing or affuring himſelf of the Vi&ory , and the 
ſight and effution of their blood is fo far from rebating or quenching , as it rather revives 
their Courages with more ſpleen and animoſity, fo they will again try their fortunes; They 
now tray*rſe their ground, and approach each other , and although they are not lefle valo- 
rous than before. yet (to the eyes of their Seconds and Chirurgions)they are now more cau- 
tious in their plea , and more adviſed in chooſing and refuſing their ground,when V alfon- 
:14in b:eaking a thruſt (which his Brother preſented him )he then calling to mind the ſweet- 


nefs of his Lz Pratieres beauty, and the foulneſs of his Brothers malice and treachery towards 


him, drives home a thruſt atſhim, which entereth berwixc his ſhort ribbs, and making the 
blood to guſh and ſtream forth,doth ſoon quaile his courage;ſo as he who right now thought 
himſeli Maiter of his Brothers life, now feares his own , fo that he thinks he hath given 
- enough » if not received too much in counter-exchange, as well to ſecure his reputation from 
the ſcundall of his friends, as to warrant his Generofity from the detrattion of his Enemies, 
and therefore thiowing away his Rapier , he (with more wiſedome than honour } beggs his 


life of his Brother , vowing henceforth wholly to forſfake and leave him La Pratiere, and to 


love him as dcarly as formerly he hated him deadly : Which cowardiſe of his, isſo far from 
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being relithed, or approved of the Speftatory, as it proves the wonder of V/alfontaine, the 
laughter of Poxt Chauſey, the diſdain of his own Second Le Kcche, ard the contzmpr of both 
their Chirurgions z but / alfoataine was as benign as Quatbriſſom was baſe and envious, and as 
noble as he was treacherous,and ſo upon his ſubmifſionJhe {h-athe vp his Sword , gives him his 
life, and with his Hat in his hand cmbraceth him , and thus with many jraternall words and 
complements , theſe two Brothers (in all ourward {h:w ) arc again reconciled , and becume 
erfcUt friends : Bur the end proves all things. 

Now to follow the ftream of our Hiſtory, and the ceremonizs of Dacls,we muſt paſſe from 
Quatbrifſon and Valfontaine the Principals, to Le Roche and Pont Chauſey their Secondeto ſee 
in what (hape chey will come forth , and hover they reſulve to bear themſelves in the concluſion, 
and knitting up of this reconciliation 3 As for Pext Ghanſecy, he thinks it no diſparageinent or 
ſhame to himnow to retuſc to fight, fith his Principall hath given his Enemy the foile, in gi- 
ving him his life 3 but contrariwiſe, La Roche being Second to the Challenger, not the Chal- 
lſenged , he therefore holds it no Jawſull plea or excuſe for him ro cxempt him- 
ſclte from fighting , Poxt Chanſeys mod:ſty ſeems tro over: vaile his valour with filence and 
indifferency, which the inſulting vanity of La Rocke dorh fo far wiſcouſtruc, as he erroniouſly 

. attributes ir, rarher to fe:r and cowardiſc, than to reaſon or judgemeut, The worſt of Pont 
Chauſeys malice venteth no other ſpeeches and language,but thathe will follow and abide the 
cenſure of their Principals, wherher they being their Szconds ought to fight or nogand accor- 
dingly he is ready either co retire or advance; but Le Roche's intemperate pafſions(flying a higher 
pitch Jwith much vchemency and choller proteſterh, that he came into the Ficld purpoſclto 
fight and not to keep (hep, orto catch flies with his Rapicr: the tvaq Brothers interpoſe and 
conſult hereon, and do joyntly afticmethat becauſe they lomblicd abworonciied , and be- 
come good friends , they hold it repugnant to reaſon and contradiftory to the right and nature 
of D.iels , that the ir S:conds ſhould once draw their we2pons,nmuch leſs fight; But this ncicher 
doth nor can as yet fatizfi: Le Roche, whoſe choller is now b.come fo boundicſs, asbein 
lofty terms clevareth Val/ontaines valour to the skies, and d:jctteth ©uarbriſſons cowardiſe as 
low as Hz11, bzgging permitſion of the oneto fight with the Second, and peremptorily infor- 
ming the other , that he will fight , but both ®uatbriſſun and V zlfontginecondemn thoſe fumes 
and chis heat of Le Roche, and are fo far from applauding it in him , as they { in down right 

termes)repurte it to temerity and raſhneſs , and not to magnanimity and valour ; yea, his impa=» 
| tiency hath ſo provoked and moved their patience , as (not in jeſt but in carneſt ) they bandy 
| theſe words to himythat he glorieth ſo much in his geaccoſity,as in now ambiciouſly ſeeking to 
| add eo his valour, he ſubſtratterh from hls judgement. When Port Chanſey ( to retort and 

. wipz off che leaſt taint or blemilſh , which either Le Koche, or the two Brothers might conceive 

lay on his reputation )thinks it now high time to ſpeak, b:caufe as yer he had ſpoken fo litcle, 

c and praycs La Rocheto find out ſome cxp:dient, cither that they might return as loving friends 

x or fight it our as Honourable enemies, and that for his part he is ſofar from the leaſt ſhaddow of 

fear,or conceir oi cowardiſc,as he tells him plainly,he ſhal find his Rapier of an excellent tem- 


per, and his heart ofa better; Whereupon vaine and mifcrable Le Roche , conſulting with 
: nature, not with gracczhe to give end to this diff:rence, refolves on an expceient as wretched, 
A a3 cxecrable, the which he propoſcrh to Pont Chanſey and the rwo Brothers in theſe terms; That 
the only way, and his laſt reſolution is , that a fair pair of Dice ſhall be the Judge and Umpicr 
d _ « : "FF ha: 

» between them, and that who throws molt at one caft, it (hall be in his choice either to fight 


ne | ornotto fight, whercunto Pont Chauſey willingly confenterth, although 2nathriſſon and Val- 
os | ſtaine do invain contraditt and oppoſe it. But the decree is paſt, and Le Roche ( very offi- 
cious in his wickedneſs, and forward in his impiety Yſpreads his Cloak: on the ground, draws 
T a pair of Dice forth his Pocket,and becauſe he was of the challengers fide , he will throw firſt, 
a which he doth,and the fortune of the Dice gives him ſeven; Pont Chanſey follows kim, and 
_ likewiſe taking the Dice throws only five : Whereat L#z Roche gracclefi:ly inſulting and tri- 
ee | "mphing, with an open throat cries our, fight,fight,fight; and ſo preſently draws his Rapier. 
dy Poxt Chanſey ſeeing his enemy armed, thinks it no longer, either fafe or honourable for him to 
he de unarmed, when (yet with akind of religious reluQancy , and unwilling willineſs) he like- 
he © Yiſc unſh:aths his Rapier, and fo without any farther expoſtulation, they here approach each 
95 other : But becauſe (for brevities ſake) | refolve to paſic over the circumſtances, and only to 
Fr mention the iflue of their fingle combats, let me ( before 1 proceed further ) in the name and 
is, far of God conjure the Chriſtian Reader , here to admire with wonder and admiration , at. 
v4 | his ſacred Providencegand divine Juſtice which in the iffuc of this Ducll is made conſpicuous 
and —_ to theſe two raſh and inconfiderate Gentlemen , the Combatants, andin them to 
al orhers of the whole world ; For loc, juft as many ar as cach of them threw on the Dice, 
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ſo many wounds they ſeverally received each from other , as Pont Chaney hve, and La Rocks 
ſeven , and he who to «xtremely delired to fight, ard fo infatiably thirfied after Poyy Chau. 
ſexs blood, is now here by him nailzd deadito the ground, and bis breathleſs corps all pored 
2nd waſhed in his own blood. A fearſull example and remarkable preſident tor all blood 
minded Gentlemen of.thefc our times, to contemplate and look on , becauſe wretched La 
Reche was ſo miſerable, as he had nopoint of time co ſee hisercour, no ſpark of 
ent It, | 
6 Quaitriſſon 2nd his Chirurgion ( as ſorrowfull for his death , as his Brother V-1fontaing i, 
glad th.rcoft taks orcer tor his decent tranſpotting to the Citie;z whilcs V alf" ntaine con 
ratulatcs with Pont Cauſay for his good fortune and viRtory; who forthis ſafety flics to B)z. 
vet, until] the Puke of Razes(to whom he was homager)had procured and ſent him hjs Par- 
don from the King, the which in tew weeks after he effc&cd, Afonſieur de Carr} airge, and 
Madamoylelle Ville-blanche his Wife are advertiſed of their two Sons quarrell at Saint V allery 
and of the cauſe and ifſue thereof, who condemn ©wathriſion for his treachery and malice 
and applaud Valfontaine for ſo ncbly giving of his Brother his life, when ic lay in his Power 
and plcaſure to have deprived him thereot, which news is likewiſe ſpeedily conveyed firſt ro 
Nantes, and to Saint Aignaw,where Penxelle as much grieves at Dwatbriſſons foile and diſgrace 
as his Daughter our fair La Pratjeretriumphs at her Valſont aines viftory, and becauſe (h- will 
no longer be d:prived of his preſence, whoſe abſence deprives her of all ker earthly content 
and fclicity, ſhe makes her prayers and tears become ſuch inceſſant Orators , and IDPortunate 
vOCit $8 to her Father, as ſhe now drawes his free conſent to take I alfentaine for her Hu. 
band , which at Ia& co thcir own unſpeakable joy,and the approbation and content of all the'r 
Parents of either fide, at Saint Aignaw performed and conſurnmated with much pomp avd 
bravery. | 

Bur albcit Quatbriſſon(as we have formerly underſtood)have all the reaſons of the world 
be fully and fairly reconciled to his Brother V alfentaine,yea(and according to his promiſe and 
Oath co aff-Ct him tenderly and dearly, yet where the heart is not ſan&ified and in peace, the 
tongue may pretend though not intend it; For the more he gezeth on his Siſter in Law La Pr q- 
tzeres beauty, the more the freſhneſs and delicacy thereof revives aud irflames his laſcivicus 
luſt towards her, when knowing her to be as chat as fair, and being confident that he was 
out of all hops to receive any immodeſt courtefic , or familiarity from her, whiles her Hu. 
band bis Brother V alfcntaine, lives, the Devill hath already taken ſuch full poſſeſſion of his 
heart, as ( with a helliſh ingratitude and impicty ) he wretchedly refolves to deprive 
bim of his life, of whom as it were but right now he had the happinefſe to receive his 
Own. 

As ſoon as we think of revenge we meerly forget cur ſelves, but when we conſcnt togmur- 
ther we abſolutely forget God; for that helliſh contewplation,and this inhumane and bloody 
ation, do inftantly work ſo wrerchedly in us, that of Men we become Monſters, and(which is 
worſe )ot Chrittians,Devils ; for thereby we make our ſelves his ſlaves and members, A miſery 
to which all others are not comparable, becauſe thoſe are finite, in regard they have only rela» 
tion to the life of our bodicsbut this infinicetn,regard it occaſineth the death of our ſoules:But 
notwithſtanding, it is not in jeſt but in carneſt, that @natbriſſox aſſumes the blocdy refoluti- 
on to murther his Brother V alfoxtainez For ſeeing that ir was ncither in his power or fortune 
to kill him in the Duell, he therefore holds it more ſafe, leſs dangerous, to have him poyſoncd, 
and fo deals with his Brothers Apothecary , named Mencallier, to undertake and: pertorm it, 
and in requitall thereof he afſureth him of three hundred crowns, and gives him the one half 
in hand, whereupon this FaQtor of the Devill chis Emperick of Hell , confidently promiſcth 
him ſpeedily toctfc& and pertorm , the which ke doth. 
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The manner thus. 


'. Valfontaine within fix weeks of his marriage, findes his body in an <xtream heat, ſome repu- 
ting ic to an cxccſs of Wine, which he had the day before taken ag Poxtivie Fair, and others for 
having bin too amorous and uxorious to his ſweet young wife La Pratiere; but it marters not 
which cxceſs of theſe two gave him his fickneſs, only let it ſatisfic the Reader, that (as we have 
already heard)his body was very much inflamed and hot,'the dangerous ſymproms either of a 
burning Feaver,or a Plurifie, the which to allay and cool, he ſends for his Apothecary Moncal- 
lier from Vannes to Saint Aignaw , and after their conſultation he openeth him a vein very 
timely in the morning, and draws tca ounces of blood from him ,and towards night gives him 
a Gliſter , wherein he infuſed ſtrong poyſon , which ſpreading ore the vitallparts of his boos 
ot 
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duch io toon work its operation,and extinguiſh their radicall moiſturc,that being the mc part 
ot the night corcured wich many ſharp throes, and heart killing convulſions, he before the nexe 
morning dycs in his bed : His Wite La Pratiere b:ing defperatly vanquiſhed with forrow,doth 
(as it were ) difſolve and melt her {cIt into tears, at this ſudden and unexpected death of her 
Husband Vaifontaine, and indeed her grie{s and ſorrows are far the more infinite and violent, 
in that ſhe fecs her {clf a Widdow almcſt as ſoon az a Wife. H:r Father is likewiſe renſive and 
lorrowtull tor the death of his Son in Law,and fo alfo is his own Father and Mother at Vanxes., 
Bur tur his inhumane Brother Quatbriſſon, although he neither can, or ſhall blear the eyes of 
God, yet he intends to do thoſe of men , from the knowledge and detefticn of this foul and 
bloody taCt; for he puts on a mournfull and diſconſolate countenance, on his rejoycing and 
wiuwphing heartztor the death of his Brother, the which he endeavourcth to publiſh in his 
ſpceches and apparell; ſo he rides. over to Saint Aignaw to his Siſter in Law La Praticre, cone 
doles with her for her Husband his Brothers death, and with his beſt oratory ſtrives to diſſipate 
*and difp:]] her ſorrows; but ſtill her thoughts and conſcience do notwithſtanding prompt her 
that (confidering h's former affcAion to her,and his fighting with his Brother her Husband for 
her Jiare he had a hand in his death , but in what manner or how ſhe kgows nor, and fo as a 
molt vertuous and forrowfull Lady, leaves the revealing thereofto the good pleaſure and pro- 
vidence of God; and the curious heals t oth of Nantes and Vaxnes concur with her in the ſame 
conceic and be:lict. 

Buc chrze moneths are ſcarce palt over, fince Valfontaine was laid in his Grave , but ©uat- 
briſſon is itill fo deeply beſotted with his own luſt, and the beauty of La Pratiere, as he (els his 
wic tor tolly,and again becomes a Sutor to marry her, having none but this poor Apologie to 
colour out his inceltaous dcfires 3 that he will procure a diſpenfation from Rome to approve 
1 and that he hath already ſpoken ro Two Biſhop of Reimes to that cff.& , who was many 
years P:nitentiary (or Almoner ) to Pope Paulus Byintus. And what doth this indiſcretion of 
bis worsx with La Pratiere, but only to increaſc her jealoufie,to confirm her ſuſpition, and to 
make her ihe more confident, that her Huszband had been till infthis World if he kad not been 
the mcans io ſoon to fend him into another : Whereforc ſhe rejcAeth both his ſaute and him- 
ſelf; rets him, that if he can find in his heart and conſcience to marry her; ſhe cannot diſpence 
wich her ſon! ro eſpouſe him, and therefore that he ſhall do well to ſurceaſc his ſute, cither to 
the Pop: or Biſhop, ſich if it lay in their power , yet it ſhould never in her pleaſure to grant, or 
reſolution to cf: itz but this peremptory refuſall of hers cannot yet cauſe Duatbriſſon to for- 
fake and leave herz For if his Juſt and concupiſcence formerly made him pecviſh tof{eck her for 
his Wife, now it makes him mecrly (otciſhand impudcurt to alter his ſute,and foto attempt and 
defire to make her his Strumper : But he hath no ſooner delivered her this baſc and © ſcene | 
morion , bur all the blood of her body fluſhing into her face , ſhe highly diſdaineth both his 
ſpzcches and himſelf , and vowing and ſcorning henceforth ever more to come into his com- * 
pany, ſo ſhe informs her Father of his diſhonourable intent , and unchaſt motion to her , who 
to rid himſelf of ſo uncivill and impudenta gueſt , thereupon (in ſharp termes forbids him his 
Houſe and his Daughters company, as having hereby altogether made himſelf unworthy to 
enjoy the priviledge of the one, or the honour of the other; when this ſweet and chaſt young 
Lady(to beno more haunted with ſolaſcivious a Ghoſt and Spirit )being ſought in marriage 
by divers noble and gallant Gentlemen, (he among them all( aſter a whole years mourning 
for the firſt ) makes choice of Monſieur de Pone Chanſey for her ſccond Husband, and marries 
him; Qatbrifſonſecing himſelf ſo diſdainfully fleighted and rejeQcd of La Pratiere, hc(as a 
baſe Gentleman, and diſhonourable I over)m<tamorphoſed his aiteRion into hatred towards 
her, and vows that his revenge ſhall ſhortly match her diſdain,and meer with her ingraticude 
and fo flies her fight and company as much as he formerly defi: ed Ir. But as the beſt 
revenge is to make our enemies ſee that we proſper and do well, ſo he quite contrary makes 
it his praRiCe and ambition to do cvill; tor from henceforth among many. other of his vices 
he defileth his body with whoredome,and gives himſelt over to Furnication and Adultery, 
which hath taken up ſo deep a habit in him, as ic is now grown to a fecond nature z for he 
wholly abandoneth himſelf co Queans and Strumpets , that be ſhe Maid,  Wite, or Widdow, 
his wanton 'cye ſcarce ſces any » but his luſtfull hearc defireth , and his Iafcivious tongue 
ſeeks. | 

Now 2#atbriſſon (among many other )hearing that a poor Peaſant » Or Countreyman ter- 
med Kenne Maliot , of the Pariſh of Saint Andrews,three miles from Fannes; had a ſweet and 
fair young Daughter , he therefore very lewdly reſolves to ſec her , and to tempt her to his 
obſcene delires , when provoked and halled on by his Tull, as that was likewiſe by the OW 


as q 
6 


i ” 
A * _ 
nal FRO 
P F « as? 


n= 


5 268 Geas K evenge againft Murtber. Book V 


he rid:zs over to her Fathers houſe, and alighting trom his Horſe calis chcre tor ſome wine, bur 

with his Hauk on his fiſt, and his Lackq tay and Dogs at his hcels,thereby the better to over-vail 

and colour out hislaſcivious delign and intent : And that the Reader may the better and ap 

parantly behold this Country Virgin Marieta, ſhe was aged of fone fix:ccn years, and towards 

her ſeventeenth , call and traight,and rather alittle enclining ro fatneſs than to lean:(s; her 

hair was of a bright flax:n colour, and th: of ſo freſh a beauty, and ſweet delicate complexion, 
that her eyes were capable to inflame deſire, and her Cheeks to engender and exact 2ff-tion, 
ſo that as it was a wonder among, many to find fo delicate a Countrey-laſs , it was ailo many 
wonders in one, to ſce how ſweetly her rich beauty graced her poor cloathes, whiles they 
(though in vaine endeavour to diſgrace ir. 2uatbriſſouno ſooner ſees Marieta, but {ht is ſo 
tair and amiable in his eye, as they inform him, that report comes infinitly ſhort of her beauty, 
when burning in the flames of his beaſtly concupiſcence towards her , his Juft ſo cxcecdingly 
outbrave his reaſon, hat his cyes and heart do already do homage to here,and he is ſo tar caughe 
and inſharcd in the contemplation of her freſh youth and beauty, ashe vows to leave no Arg 
unattemprted to obtain his luſtfull deſires in enjoying of her virginity: To which end he very 
often and ſecretly vititeth her, diſcovereth her his lewd defires and atf:Cion,gives her Gloves, 
Bonlace, Lawn, worſtcd Stockinps, and the like trifl:s , thereby the ſooner to prevail with her, 
when God knows this fair poor Maiden was ſo chaſt,as yet ſhe knew not what belonged roun- 
chaſtity, ſich was her obſcure dwelling , and innocent education, and yet behold the D:yill 
was ſo bulic with her , and Quattriſia with the Devill, to draw and proſtitute her to [1n, as ſh: 
was ſo far in love with his gay clothes; ſugred ſpeeches and fair promiſes, rich gifts, and eſpe- 
cially becauſe he was a Gzntleman,that in a few weeks ſh: had hardly the power or will to duny 
him any thing,no not her ſclf. 

But whilcs thus Pnathriſſon layes cloſe fiege to the chalticy of the D:ughter, her Mother 
Fane Chaumett (bring of a quick wit and ſharp apprehenſion; meaſuring his youth by her 
Daughters beauty) begins to miſtruſt and fear that by his often vilits, he endeavoured to pur a 
rape on her vertae, in ſceking to inrich himſclf with the lofſz of her Maiden-head, the which 
to prevent 3 ſh: ſorbids him her houſe, fh:wing him that the had rather dye, than live to ſee her 
Daughter made a Strumpet , adding ſarther , that if hercupon he did not forbear her houſe 
and her Daughters company, ſhe would forthwith acquaint his Father Monſieur de Caerſtainge | 
therewith,alleadging that how cloſe ſocver he bore himſelf, ſhe knew him to be his Sorin and 
Heir, and termed ©uatbriſſe#;which crofle ſpeeches of hers do much afflict and perplex him,and 
the moxe becauſe he ſees he cannot now approach Mariera,and which is worſt of all, in regard 
he knows not whom to imploy towards her , to win her to his defires : Burar length remem- 
bring that\he was well acquainted with an old Franciſcan Fricr of Aurey, named Father Sym- 
plician, who many years begged the Countrey for the repairing of their Monaſtery , and with 
whom he had often caroufed and been merry: He therefore holds him a fit Inſtrument and 
Agent for his purpoſe, and fo rides over to Avroy , and ſends forhim to his lodging , where 
giving him good cheer , and well heating his head with wine, he there trom point to point, 
diſcovereth this ſecret,and layes open himſclfto him : So this old Frier loving his cups better 
than his Beads , and Moyfteur de Dwatbriſſ:x better than his Guardiar (becauſe he had twice for- 
merly cxplled him the Monaſtery for ſont of his diſhoneſt and debauched prancks ) he freely, ' 
engagerh himſ:lf to him , aftirming that he wel! knew both Facher and Mother, and Daughter ; 
having heretofore many times layen in their houſe, when he hath becn overtaken, cicher by | 
night or raine. 

 Hypocrific is the Devils Mask or Viſard,and there is no way (0 ſubtle} or finfull to deceive / 
22 under the Cloak and Colour of Religion, and therefore it is a moſt pernitious and odious . 
ſhame to Chriſtians, that thoſe who profeſs piery ſhould prophane it. This good. Fellow Fri- 
er Symplician(taking the tide of timegand the wind of opportunity under the pretext of vi- E 
ficing ſome of his Kinsfolks leaves Auroy, repaires to V annes , and fo to Mallivts houſe in the E 
Country, where purpoſely faining himlſelt fick , thereby to procure himſelf the better colour h 
far his tay, and the better means for the diſpatchof this love buſineſs for Monſieur Drathriſ= k 
ſor, there Malliot and his Wife Fane Chanmet(out of their refpeCt ro Religion,and reverence 0 
Charchmen)Jentertain him lovingly, and attend him carefully and diligently,thinking no coſt , 
too much,nor any meat,care or Jabour enough which they ſpent and beſtowed on him; But we. F 
ſhall ſee him requite this Hoſpitality,and repay this courtefie of theirs with a baſe ingratitude. 
For in the abſence of the Father and Mother, this deboſhed Frier teacheth their fair Daugh- 
ter Marietz anew Catcchiſmeczhe tels her that Moxfeur ©uatbriſſox is deeply in love with her; 
chat if ſhe will hearken to his affc&ion , and fo become flexible to his _ , 
| __ c 
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he will ſhortly ſteal her away trom her Parents, and either maintain her Gentlewoman- like 
in brave apparell, orelſe mary her co {ome rich Serving-man, or Farmers Son,with whom ſhe 
might live mercily,and ac her hearcs concent all the daies of her lite; adding withall , that ic 
was pitty herdelicat freſh beauty ſhould be fo ſtritly and oblcurely mewed up in her Fathers 
oor Cottage, and thar it was aſhame tojher to prove an enemy to Nature, who had bien (o 
Louncifull and fo true a ſriend to her , with many more obſcene reaſons, and debuſhed ſpee- 
ches looking that way , the which(in modeſty) I cannot remember without ſhame, nor relate 
without deteltation. So this pandarifing old Fryer(degenerating fi om his habit,profeſſion, 
and name,) what with the hony,(or rather indeed the poyſon) ot his ſpeeches and promiſes, 
and the iagar ot ſome giſts and tokens which he aelivered her from Ounbrifſonhe draws this 
harmleſs ind innocent poor country Maid, fo far to forget himſelf, her Parents,and God,that 
in hope ofrich apparell, and a good Husband,ſhe tels her Father Symplician, that ſhe is wholy 
Ouathriſſons ar command, and that for his ſake and loveſhe is abſolvtly reſolued to forſake 
her Father and Mother , and co go away with him any night or day, when hee pleateth to 
fetch her; the which ſhe ſhortly doth, and ſhe accompliſheth : And thus was the odious ingra- 
ticade of this Fryer Sympliciar,towards honeit Malliot and his Wife,for his good cheer, lodg- 
ing and enterteinment , co betray and bereave them of their only chiJd and Daughter; whom 
they well hoped would have proved the joy of their lite, and the ſtaff and comfort of their : 
Age. 
 uathriſſ : (inthe vanity of his voluptuous thoughts ( having thus ( by himſelf and the 
Fryer) p44 his prize in ſtealing away fair Marietre, he by night brings her to his own old 
Narſe ke acuſe , which is a little mile diſtant from that of his Father, where he ſecret] 
keeps her, cates his pleafure of her, and as often as he pleaſerh , lies with her whole nights 
together; but Merieta's lorromiull Father and Mother ſeeing themſelves thus robbed of their 
only Jewell their Danghter, they bicterly lament her Ioffe; and their own misfortunes therein. 
They complain to all their Neighbours thereof, and leave few adjacent Pariſhes or Houſes 
unſought for her ; yea her Mother Fane Chaumers grief and jealoufie tranſport her ſo far, as 
vehemently ſatpeRing that Monſfienr d: Druatbriſſon had ſtolne her away, ſhe rips over to his 
Fathers Houſe, and: there (wich forrow in hcr looks , and tears in her eyes ) acquaints beth 
him and the Lady his Wite thereof;who preſently ſend for their Son ©atbrrſſon before them. 
They ſhew him what an infnite ſcandall this foul fat and crime of his will breed him, and 
likewiſe refle& upon themſelves, and al! their Kinsfolks and Family. How the juftice of 
God infallibly attends on whoredom and fornication, and that!he hath no other true courſe 
or means left him to expiate and deface it, but Confeſtton, Contrition, and Repentance, and 
by rerurning the! poor Country Girlejagain to her aged and forrowfull Parents : But ©wat- 
briſſor their Son(asa baſe deboſhed Gentleman )deni es all, terms old Aalliots Wite an old 
Hz »nd Devill,to charge him thus falfly with the ftealing away of her Daughter; and ſo with 
our 217 Other redreſs or comfort , this poor Mother returns again home to her ſforrowtful- 
fuii.Hn:band, and 2zathrifſox ſecretly to his Nurſes, to frollick and ſport it out with his ſweet 
ai fair Countrey Miltris Marre's. 

But to obſerve the better Order and Decorwm in the dilation and unfolding of this Hiſtory, 
'-:ve welfor a ſmall time)this laſcivious young couple. wailowing in the beaſtly pleaſures of 
their ſenſuality and fornication, and come we alittleto ſpeak how ſuddenly and ſharply ( at 
v4 ares )the vengearice and juſtice of God ſarpriſeth our execrrble Apothecary Moneallier, 
v0 ſo wretchedly and lamentably(as we have formerly underftood )had ſent innocent Pal- 
f1::2ine from Earth to Heaven, by that damnable drug and iugredient of poyſon. The man- 

- ne: whereof briefly thus thus. 

atbriſſon (as we have already ſeen) having exchanged his former affeRion into future 
malice and envie towards his Sifter in Law La Pratiere, doth ftill retain ſuch bloody thoughts 
againſt her, as (riking hands with the Devill)he (in favour of three hundred Crowns more ) 
hath again ingaged his helliſh Apothecary Aoncallier likewiſe to poyſon her , ar his firſt admi- 
niftring of Phylick to her; which intended deplorable Tragedy of theirs is no ſooner pro- 
jeted and plocted of the one , than promiſed ſpeedily to be ated and performed by the other, 
t: the end((quoth theſe two miſerable wretches  ) to make her <£quall, as in marriage, ſoin 
death wich her firtt Husband Vazlfontaine. Thus Quzathriſim longing , and Monesllier heark» 
ning out for La Pratieres fick ſickneſs, two moneths are ſcarce blown over, ſince her marriage 
with Pont Chaufey, bur the is ſurpiſed with a peſtilent Fever; when he as a loving and kind 
Hwband ( at the req 1elt of his lick Wife)rides over to Yannes for this Monſter of his profeſ- 
l9n and time Mrcz!lier, to come with him 2nd give her phylick , the which preſently (with 
amuch treacherons care , as feigned forrow)he promiſerh to effcQ; and fo inwardly reſolves 
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with the Devill, and himſclfto poyſon her : buc we ſhall.fcee here that Gods providence will 
favourably permit the firft, and his goodneſs and mercy miraculouſly preyent the 
econd, 
. Moncallier ſees this his fair and ſweer Patient La Pratiere, but he is y:t ſo far from ſhame 
or repentance that he had poyſoned her firſt Huzband , as (with a graceleſs ratiocination) he 
confirmes his former impious reſolution likewiſe co diſpatch her felt: but for that time he con- 
tenteth himſelf only to draw fix ounces of blood from her , and promilſeth to recarn to her 
the next morning with Phyſick, and therein to infinuate and infuſe the poyſon. But here 
(in the fear,and to the glory of God )ler me requek the Chriſtian Reader to admire and won- 
der wich me at the ſtrangenefſle of this ſudden and divine puniſhment of God , than and there 
ſhown on this wretched Apothcry Moneallzer : Foras he was ready to depart, and being on the 
top of the ſtayres (next to the Chamber door where La Pratiere lay lick Jcomplementingwith 
her Hurband Pont Chanſcy at his farewell, he trips in his Spurs, and ſo fals down headlong 
at the foot thereof, there breaks his neck, and which is lamentable and fearfull, he hath nei. 


ther the power or grace left him to ſpeak a word, muchlcfſe to repent his cruell poyſoning of | 


V alfontaine,or to pray unto God to forgive it him. Andchus was the miſerable end of this 
wretched Moxcallier, who, when he abſolutly thought chat that bloody faR of his was quite 
defaced and forgotten of God, then God('as we ſee)in his due time remembred to puniſh him 
for the ſame, to his utter confuſion and defiruttion , that as his crime was bloody ,ſo bis pu- 
niſhment ſhould be ſudden and ſharp. 

Return we now again to Quatbriſſon( who amidſt his carnall pleaſures with his young and 
fair Mariets )is advertiſed of Mexcalliers ſudden and unnaturall death at S. Aignaw, whereat 
(reſcmbling himſelt ) he is ſo far from any apprehenſion or grief, as he exceedingly triumph- 
eth and rejoyceth thereat ; yea, he is as glad that he hath thus brok his neck, becauſe he can 
now tell no tales, as ſorrofull if now before his death he have not poyſoned La Pratiere, as 
formerly he did her Husband Y {font aine his Brother. Whiles thus Quazbriſſons joy in enjoy. 
ing Mitts, proves the grief and diſconſolation of her Parents , for it is now generally bry- 
ted in Fannes, that Quathrifſon hath ftoln away Malliozs Daughter Aarietts , whereof her Fa- 
ther and Mother being ſorrowtully acquainted (he being weak and fickly) ſhe again repairs 
to Monſieur de Caerftainge andhis Lady, and with tears in her eyes throwing her ſelfat their 
feet , acquaints them with this puplick report, humbly beſeeching them to be a means to the 
Gentleman their Son, that he reſtore them their Daughter 3 but they are ( in a manner deaf to 
her requefts,and ſo only return her this generall anſwer , that they will againexamin their 
Son , and cauſe all cheir Tenants houſer near about to be narrowly ſearched for her, and this 
is all the redreſs and conſolation which this forrowfnll Mother could get for them; Whereof 
Cuties being advertiſed , he (wich much ſecrecy and haft)about midnight , cauſeth Pie- 
rot his Fathers Miller, to fetch 34a ieta away from his Nurſes houſe co his Mill, which is ſome 
quarter of a League from his Fathers houſe, the which accordingly Pieret effeQeth. The very 
next morning Q«a:briſſon goes ſecretly to the Mill and viſits her ; he informs her how her Pa- 
rents have incenſed his againſt him,and againſt her ſelf likewiſe; he bids hcr be of good com- 
fort , that ſhe ſhall want nothing, that he will very ſhorly pc her a better lodging , and 

rovilcboth for her ſafety and reputation,and ſo continually frollicks it out, and there takes 
his leaſure of her ; yea, he lies ſo often with-her many whole nights and ſome dayes at this 
Mill, thatat laſt her belly ſwels,and both of them apparantly perceive that ſhe is with child 
by him : when poor ſol, ſeeing her ſelf as ic were pent up in a prifon,that ſhe had no new ap- 
_ par:ell, nor was towards any Husband ; yea, looking back into the foulneſs of her fault, and 
ſeeing that ſhe had made her ſelf the grief of her Father and Mother , the laughter of the 

world, and almoſt the diſdain of Qzathriſſin,who (furfetting in his pleaſures wich her)began 
now to look lefle familiar, and more ſtrange to her than accuſtomed, ſhe with many fighe 
and tears repents her ſelf of her errour, but how to remedy it,ſhe knows not. 

As for Qzatbriſ3:n, he ſuppoſing he had his Fathers Miller Perot at his command , 
eth him two hundred French Crowns to marry her ; whereatthis Meal-cap Miller ( 


luſty young fellow of ſome five and twenty years old)could not at firſt refrain from bluſhing 
and laughing ; when ſecing Mariets to be young and fair,he is ſo far in love with her, as as 
frſt he wiſhech her to his wifez but then again conſidering that ſhe hath a geeat belly by his 
young Maſter , that heftil! lyes with her,and that if he ſhould taarry hr, he would undoubted- 
ly be morc Maſter and owner of her than himſclf, he praycs him therefore to excuſe him , for 
thathe is fully rcſolycd not to marry her. 
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When Zuatbriſſen yet tarther deſirous to draw him to take her to his Wife, profereth Piz* 
rot a new Leaſe and Eltate of his Mill from his Father for ſeven years, at his own coft and char- 
ges, But this Miller{being a pleaſant joviall wag) tels his young Maſter that he had rather 
never hear the clacking of his Mill, than to live to ſee himſelt cornutcd 3 and fo upon no terms 
will marry Mariera, but for any other ſervice, he ſyyears to him, that he is, and ever will be 
wholly at his commaid. Poor Marieta now Ceingher hupes grow {mall, and her belly great 
and conſequently her joycs decline , ava her forrous increaſe , finding, that ſhe is now rather 
Ouatbriſſons priſoner than his prize, and the Miller rather her Goalcr than her Land-lord , (fhe 
with many far fetcht fighs & brinith tearsJvery peſlionatly befcecheth @rarbrifion on her knees 
that he will ſpeedily either provid? her a Husband, or permic her with her (hamefull and for- 
rowfull burthen to return home to her afflited and angry Parents, Two requeſts, and both ſo 
reaſonable (quoth (he to him Jas it it be nor in your power to grant me the firit , yet 1 hope ic 
will be your pleaſure not to deny me the ſecond, Bur ©natbriſſon , notwithſtanding all theſe 
tears and prayers of Marietta, ke is ftill fo vexcd , as well with her imporcunity , as with the 
ſharp complaints of his own Parents , and the bitter lamentations and outcrics of hers, that 
(in the heat of ſottiſh choller and ingratfull diſdain) he flies from her, abſents himſelf longer 
then accuſtomed,and thenceforth(by degrees )b-gins as much to loath her, as he formerly lo- 
ved her. Marietta percciving this his unexp.Ct:d and ingratfull unkindneis towards her, is 
pierceth her very heart with grict, and her foul with deſpairez She requeſts the Miller to tell 
Monfieure de ®uatbriſſon that ſhe prayes him to ſee her, oc to permit her to ſee himz but he per- 
ceiving that his young Maſter ſlighted her z and that his hut affection war by this time waxed 
cold and frozen to her, he refuferh ro go himſelf, and fo ſends his Boy 3 B ie what doth this 
importunicy ot hers procure or cft:& wich @natbriſ:n, but only the more inflame his choller, 
and therein the more increaſe her own ſorrows, and accelerate and haſten on her miſeries? For 
he bids the Boy tell her, that he is gone to Rennes, and will not return in a moneth; and with- 
all, he wils him to bid his Maſter to come ſecretly to him in the morning , ar his Fathers Oc- 
chard. So if 'Qnathiſſons unkindneſs to Marieta formerly made her ſeem to be the piture of 
ſorrow, Alas, now this his diſcourteous departure,and difdaining either to ſec her.or once bid - 
her farewell, makes her really to be ſorrow her ſelt; tor ſh: tears her hair, and (with a mourn- 
full and Corrowfull Ambicion } cndeavoureth to drown her ſelf in the Occan of her tears ; yea, 
her gricts are ſo infinite, and her diſcontents ſo inſupportable (in that ſhe hath ſo deeply difo- 
beyed her Parents, and offended God with her Fornication)as the remembrance of theſe fing 
and crimes of hers make her not darc to look upto Heaven for afliftance; a thouſand times ſhe 
| repents her ſclf of her folly, and as often faith and diftatcth to her that ſhe ſhould be as happy 
| as now (he is miſerable, if the again were a child, and not with child, and that ſhe were again ag 
living in her Mothers belly , as now by this time ſh2 finds her own poor unfortunate innocent 

babe is in h:rs. She as high as Heaven cxclaimeth on © »atbriſſons ingratitade, and curſeth the 
name and memory of Fryer Symplician as low as Hell, tor thus betraying and ſeducing her to 

lin, which hath now brought her to miſery and diſconſolation 3 yea , her untortunacy is fo 
great, as ſh2 cannot write for aſſiſtance from any where, or it ſh: could, ſhe knows not from 
; whom once to expeC&t, much leſs ro reccive it : bt rather ſees her ſelt reduced to fuch extreme 
4 | *filition and miſery, that ſhe is every way far more capable co weep or ligh forth her ſorrows 
s 
1 


to her {c]f, then to ſpeak,or make them known to the world, 
: Whilcs thus Marieta is penfively and pitifully ccchoing forth her complaints to the bare wals 
4 of her poor Chamber, Perot the Miller finds out his young Maſter ©»atbriſſon, in the Orchard 
behind his Fathers houſe, according to his appointment , where berwixt this wretched and 
4 execrable couple the Reader muſt prepare to ſee them conſult and conclude a mot bloody and 
ie I Pourntull butincls,, which wilt both cxaCt pitty, and command lamentation from the moſt 
" flinty and barbarous heart, yea in a word, from any living mortall man , whoſe prophane life 
j- and impicty hath not abſolutly made him a mcer D:vill.. For Puatbriſſon having thus ſatia= 
ted and ſurferted himfelf in reaping his beaftly pleaſures of poor Aarieta, and (as before) cx- 
changed his familiarity into malice , and his aff:&ion into cnvic towards her, knowing tha ſhe 
will be a perperuall cye- ſore to hi, Parents, and a continuall ſhame and ſcandall to himſelf, as 
long as ſhe lives in this world, he therefore moſt ingratfully and cruclly reſolves ſpeedily to ſend 
ir into another 3 and no conlideration whatſoever cither of her youth or beauty, of her greag 
lly, or of his quick child within her , or of his own ſoul, car: prevaile with him to the contra- 
ry: But the Dvill is ſo ſtrong with him, that he is miſcrably refolutc not to retige,but to ad- 
vance inthis bloody buſineſs. To which cff.&, he breaks with Perot the Miller to attempt and 
fiviſhit, and again promiſeth him the Fee-fimple (or at leaft a Leaſe of ſeven years of his Mill, 
t0 finiſh it; which chis bloody miſcreant (out of_his hellith covctouſneſs , and itching defire 
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to plcaſc his young Maſter ) promiſeth to accompliſh. They now conſult of the manner how 
ro murther Marieta : The Millerafficms ico be the ſureft way(under ſome pretext ):o take hee 
= into the nexe Wood by night, and there to murther her, which ©uatbriſon contradiActh, be. 
cauſe (faith be )her dead body being found ſo neer his Fathers houtc , this hey murther will re. 
A:&on him; and thereforc to make ſure work, he bids the Miller to ftrangle her by night in 
her B:d, and ſo to bury her in his outer yard, and there to clap a Wocd-vinc over her,whete- 
on they borh agree. When ſwearing perperuall ſecrecy each to other, this execrable Miller here 
romiſcth ©uatbriſſon to diſpatch her within three daycs at farthcſt. 
This bloody bargain and compadt being thus concluded between them , Perot the Miller re. 
turnes to his Mill, where poor Marieta (little ſnfpeRing or dreaming , what adiſmall ſtraca- 
em was plotted and reſolved againſt her life ) ſhe(finding comfort from no where, and there. 
Fo ſeeking it every where J<nquires of him it he came from Moxſieur de C aerſtainges houſe and 
if his Son Moyſiexr Duatbriſſon were departed from Rennes, as his Mill-boy had roJd her ; who 
(here the better to Jull her aſl:ep, thereby with more facility tofiniſh his bloody defign on her) 
tels her that he was gone thicher , but that before his departure he had left ſecret word for him 
touſc her curteouſlly in his abſence , the which he ſwore to her he would carefully perform 
whereat*Marieta thanks him, bnt yet again prying more narrowly into this Millers looks than 
his ſpeeches , ſhe found that he now looked mere fullen and baggardly to her than accu- 
ſtomed , or elſe that cither her conceit or his countenance and Phyhognomy deccived her 
thercin. But here(beforc I proceed furthcr)letus remark the ſtrange cffcCts, and events hereof, 
For a*dreams prove ſeldome true, becauſe they are as incertain as their cauſes, which for the 
moſt part either proceed from the influence of the heart , or elſe flow from the operations of 
the brain in their different paſſions of affc&tion, Envic, Hope, Fear, Joy , Sorrow , or rhe like; 
So it pleaſed God that the very ſame night Marieta dreamt , that Perot the Miller ki lcd her, 
and threw her dead body into the Pend; the which r:membring the next morning, fh« like- 
wiſe remembred to acquaint him therewith, who ( vile wretchand difſcmbling Hypoctite) * 
ſcemed tobe in cheller thereat, vowing and ſwearing to her with many oaths and dcprecati» 
ons, that ſhe was and ſhould be as ſafe in his Mill , as if ſhe were cither in the Tower of Bylix, 
or in the Caſtle of Blavet, which indeed are reputed to be two of the firongefſt and moſt im- 
portant pecces of little Britazy 3 whereat poor Marieta again and again thanks him. But this N | 
notwithſtanding, I now here tremble to report, that the very next inſuing night ( Mariete | 
proving too truc a Herauld aud Propheteſs , to her own immediate mournfull Tragedy) as the | 
nighc had given truce to her tears, and flcep adminiſtred reft to her eyes, as ſhe lay in her poor 
pallat bed, then this bloody villain Pzerct the Miller very ſecretly enters her Camber,and ſoftly | 
[ 
| 


conveics a ſmall cord under her head, and faſtning it to her further bed poaſt ( his ſtrength 
conſpiring with his malice) he then and there ſtrangles her dead, giving her neither the power 
or time to cry , much leſs to fpeak one word, and as ſoon as this Agent of Hell had bereav:d 
her'Gand conſequently the frnit of her womb) of life, he within leſs than an hour after ( notro © ( 
give the lyc to her own dream ) changeth his purpoſe in the manner of her buriall, and fo [ 
(in her clothes as ſhe was ) carcics her to his little Mill- boat in the Porid, where faftning a great © |; 
picce of an old broken Mill-ftone to her middle {or waſt) by a ftrong new Rope which he had Þ a 
purpoſely provided, he there throws her into the deepeſt place of his Pond, hoping , yea afſw £ j: 
ring himſelf, that ſhe ſhould never ſee nor hear more of her. n 
The very next morning after the finiſhing of this deplorable fa&, Pierot ( the Miller ( not 
able to ſleep for joy(at the very break of the day, diſpeeds himfelf away wiih the news here” |} 
of to his young Maſtcr 2uatbriſſon , who hears and receives it with much content and joy,when © 
(by his promiſe and oath again affuring the Miller of his MillYhe the better to bear, and wipe  þ| 
off the ſuſpition which this murther might rcflc& or caft on him(if it ſhould ever hereafter come MY T 
to be detefted or diſcovered)rides away to the City of Rennes, where 'the States Generall of pi 
that Province (which we in England term our Parliament)was then to affemble , where re- 


joycing that hc had ſo happyly diſpatched his clowniſh Btrumpert Marieta,and Pierot the Miller G 
at home likewiſe finging and triumphing at this his cafic purchaſe of his Mill,chey rotſo WY hi 
much as once look up to Heaven aud God, or down to their own conſcicnces and ſoules,what WM 7, 
this foul and deteftable Murther of theirs deſerves, And not to go far, by this time the Lord MM hi 
thinks it high time, to bring this their crucll Murther to light,by a ſtrange (1 may juſtly ſay by WY is 
a miraculous accident, which at unawarcs and when they Icaft think thereof, will (amidſt their W w 
mirth and ſecuriry)befall them. In 
L A moneth is nor pr over fince this Murther of Mariete , but God (in his ſacred mercy W ro 
3 and juſtice) is now refolyed to make Monfieur de Pont Chauſey(La Praticres ſecond Huzband) WW to 
3 | . VHh a 
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obe £1: cit means tor the deteion herevt (and in that IiKewiſe afterwards of the poyſoning 
of F a!fontain)) who being one day at Yannes with three other Gentlemen, his friends, he is 
delirous to hunt a Duck wich ewo of his own Spaniels; And no Pond being ſo fit or neer as 
that ot Monſteur d: Caerſtaigner, he mzkes choice thereot , but the Duck is no ſooner in the 
Pond and the Dogs atter her, bur chefe two poor harmieis Curs ſwimming eagerly for theit 
prey, as they come to tne place where Afariecte's dead body was ſunk and tyed, they inſtantly 
foriake avd abanden the Duck , and there pudling with theic feet, and ſnuffling with their 
noſes in tic water, they molt lamentably fer up their tunes, and aloud howl and bark each at 
other, withouc departing or f{tirring thence, the which Pont { h-uſcy and the other Gentlemen 
well obſzrving , God initancly inſpires their conceits with this apprehenfion, and their hearts 
with this jealouſte; that(peradyenrure )there was ſome body, eicher accidentally or purpoſely 
drowned there, and that it now pleaſed his Divine Majeity co make theſe two poor Dogs his 
Agents and Officers to diſcover ic, whereupon they once refolveto draw up the ſJuce, and to 
Jet out all the water of the Pond, bur firſt they relulve ro make another trial and experiment 
hereof, ſo for that time they rake up their Duck, depart, and call away their Spanicls , but 
after Dinner they recurn, and the Dack being again pur in, the Spaniels in the very ſame place 
do the like as in the morning, fti)l howling and barking moſt lamentably, the which indeed 
yeilds harth and difpleaſing muſick co the erembling hearr and guilty conicience of this mur- 
derous Miller, bur {till the Devi! his School mattcr makes him pur a br:zen face on his fear. 
Now this ſecond a&ion and demzanor of the Spaniels, confirms the firſt jealouſie and appre- 
heation of Pont Chauſry and his atfuciats, who (to vindicatethis truth) are now rcfolute in 
their torcer propoiicion, and defire of Jerting out the wacer of the Pond, the which they at- 
tempt to etf& : But th-n this wre:ched Millec ſceing him(elf now ſo narrowly put to his 
trawps and {{iits, and therefore knowing it high time to prevent them, er leaſt if he meant to 
provide tor his own fafery and life ; .he with many humble and ſugred ſpeeches (not ſeeming 
any way to take notice of their apprehenſion) tels chetn , chat he is a poor young man, that 
this iz his ticft year of ſetting up his Trade of a Miller for him: 1f,that it being now in the midft 
ot a hot and a dry Summer, his Pond will not receive in water again for his Mill to go in a 
week or wo afcer, which will infallibly begger him, and therefore (almoſt with rears) he be- 
ſeecheth chem to defift from th. ir purple, and nor to turn ou: the water of his Pond, yea he 
ſpeaks to paſſionatly and pirtifully co them, as his reaſons prevail with the three other Geautle- 


| men, buc with P.xt Chauſey they cannot, but rather the niore conficm his former apprehenſion 


and belie, that ſure there was ſome one or other drowned, and withall God doth afreſh di- 


{till and infuſe into his imaginations , that this very Miller himſelf might have ſome hand - 


theren , notwichſtanding all his humble praycrs and ſmooth ſpeeches to the cons. 
trary, 

Towhich end Pont Chanſoy the better to effe& his deſire & refolation, he(as a wiſe and diſcreet 
Gentl:man)grauts the Miller !.is requelt,when purpoſely ſending away his Servants, Duck and 
Dogs,he enquires of the Millerit he have any dice or cards in his Mill, who anſwers him that he 
hath c2rd+,bur no dice:So into the Mill they all tour go,and play ac Lansknight for Cartdeſcus, 
and the Miller (now raviſhed with joy to fee how his tair tongue hath kept the water 
in his/Pond) is wonderfull dil.gent ro wait, and offici»us to attend them and their com- 
Mands. 


Bat they having play<+an hour, Port Chauſey now thinks it high time for him to effeR hisde- 
lign and reſolucion,and then tcls Pierot the Miller,that he is very dry and chirfty, demanding of 
him if there be any wine to ſell neer his Miil, who tells them there is none nearer than the 
Town, where he willingly profereth to go and ferch ſome ſpcedily, which indeed is that very 
part and point wherzat Pont Chauſey only aimed : So he gives him money to fetch two grand 
pots of wine ; when this inconciderate and fecure Miller (without either fear or wit)ſeems ra- 
ther ro flie than to run to the Town with joy for it , thinking and affuriag that the ſtorm of 
his danger was now a/ready quite paſt and blown over; buthe is no ſooner out of fight, but 
Port Chauſey preſencly throws up the Cards, and prays the reſt of the Gentlemen to aſlift 
bimin dcawing up the ſluce and emprying che Pond, for that his heart Rill prompts him there 
ſome one drowned therein, whereunto they all give free conſent; fo by that time the 
water is half out, Lo (with much admiration and pitty ) they behold a dead body float- 
Ing therein, and yet faſtned with a Rope to the bottom of the pond. And prying more nar- 
rowly to diſcern ic, they (by the coats it wore) perceived it to be a woman, whom they cauſe 
tobe taken up in the Mill boar, but her fleſh is ſo riveld and withered with the water, and 
eaten and disfigured by the fiſh, as it was En to know what ſhe was, and ſhe ſftunk 
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ſo odiouſly, as molt none durſt approach her. Pon: Cheuſey (and his affociars)ſceing this wo. 
fall and lamencablc ſp:Qacle, and comparing therewith the Millers earneft refuſall, not to per. 
mit them to empty his pond, he here confirms his former jealouſic , and now confidently ſy. 
fpefts him, clcher to bz the Author or Attor of this cru-Ilmurther ; To which end he aud his 
afſaciats lay cxaGt and curious wait for his teturn with the wine who comming therewith from 
the Town mercily hnging, and not ſo much as once dreaming what had hapncd at the Pong, 
he aſcending thetop ofthe Hill by the Woods {1de,and eſpying his Pond empticd,then the foul- 
neſs of his fa& and conſcience, and the eminency of his danger dot' fo terrific and amaze him, 
that he ſex down his pots of wine on the ground, and ( committing his fafety to the celerity 
and (ſwifcneſfs of his heels ) he with all poſſible ſpeed runs away towards the centre of the Wood; 
the which Pont Chanſey and the reſt of the Gentlemen eſpying, they need no orher evidence but 
this his flight, to volta himſelf guilty of chis murther, and ſo they ſpeedily ſend after him, 
and within one hour after he is found out, apprehended and brought back 3 they veh=mently 
accuſing, and he as reſolutely excuting himſelf of this murther z but notwithſtanding they ſhur 
him up cloſe in kis own Mill, till it be found out what this drowned murdered woman is. 

The report of this mournfull accident being ſpeedily divulged in Vanxzes, and bruted inthe 
neighbour Pariſhes, there are a world of pzople , who from all parts flock to the Pond, tobe 
ſpe&ators of this dead woman 3 and among the reft, Yvon Malliot and his wife Fane Ceaunet, 
no ſooner unJ:rſtand hereof, but knowing it to be a woman, and drowned in Aderferr de Car 
ftaings Pond, they exceedingly fear ir is their Daughter Marieta, and to ſec the ifſuc and truth 
hereof ſhe runs before , ard he limps after as faſt as he c2n, as it they ſhould not come time &« 
ough to make themſclvcs miſcrable,with the {tght and obj. Ct of their miſery. Now they arc no 
ſooner arrived to the Pond, but they ſee all the people ſtand aloof from this murdered corps,bc- 
cauſe of the ſtinck thereof z but they (hardned by their fear, and encouraged by their zff.tion ) 
do willingly ruſh towards ir, but cannot as yct diſc:rn what {he was, by reafon the filh:s had at 
moſt eaten away all the flcſh from her bones} which theretore no way ſatisfying their curiclicy 
and enquiry,they then fall to waſh away the mud and oz: from herclothes, hoping to draw ſome 
information and light from them, as alas they now inſtantly do, for they find the Waſtcoat and 
two Petty-coats; that of aſh colour ſerge, and theſe of green and red Bayes to be the very ſame 
which their Daughter Marieta wore, when ſhe either flicd , or was ſtolen from them; whereat 
croſſing their Arms, and {cnding their fighs to heaven, and their tears to carth, this poor affli- 
Qed Father and Mother cry out that it was the dezd body of their fair and unfortunate Daugh- 
ter Marieta, and doubtleſs, that either Moxfigur Quatbriſſon or Prerct the Miller,or both of them 

. were her Murthercrsz whercar all the people admire and wonder , every one ſpeaking thereof 
as -— fancic lcd them, and as they ſtood aft.Cted, or diſaft:&cd to Duathriſſon, and 
. the Miller. 
But Poat Chauſey rides preſently to Vanres (leaving the other three Gentlemen his fricndsto 
ard the Miller in his mill ) and advertiſcth the S:nc{hall , and the other two Judg; s of this 
cplorable fat ; {9 they ſend for this Miller ro Varnes, andthe next day being brought before 
themgthey examine and accuſe him for thus murthering of Maricta, but (having learnt hig an- 
ſwer and reſolution of the Devill) he with many bit: ec oaths and curſes denics irs depofing and 
ſwearing that he never knew her nor ſaw her ; but this falſe anfwer and connterfeit coyn of his 
will no way paſs current with his Judges, but they forthwith ordain him to the Rack. Our 
wretched Miller Perot is amazed and terrified at the fight hereof, yea now his courage begins to 
fail him, as fearing it to be the true Prologue, and fatall Harbinger to his death ; fo he cndurcs 
the ſingle torment reaſonable well, bat feeling the pinches and tortures of the ſecond, and well 
knowing that his heart, Joynts,and paticnce can never endure ithe then and there confeſſ:th to 
his Judges, that hc was the only Author and aCtor of this murther, and that he ſtrangled her 
in his Mill, and then ſunk her in his Pond , becauſe ſh: would never conſent or yeeld to be his 
wife, but ſpeaks nor a word of ®uatbriſſor, or that he had any way ſeduced or hired himto 
commit it 3 but fed his exorditane choughts and erroneous hopes with the ayr of this vain belicf 
That when he was condemned to dic here in axes , that he would then appeal thence to the 
Court of Parliament of Rexxes, where he knew his young Maſter ©atbriſſnthen was, & where 
he preſumed he had ſo many great and noble friends, as he {ſhould not need to fear his life : But 
(oomrery to theſe his weak & poor hopzs)the very next morning when he expe&ed to hear the 
entence of death pronounced againft him,his Judges again adjudge him to'the torments of the: 
Scarpincs, to know if Afonſieur Puatbrifſon, or any other were-accefſary with him in this mur- 
ther, when they cauſe his left foor to be burnt ſo ſoundly, as he will not endure to have his right 
touched,and fo confeffeth that bis young Maſter Quatbriſſon ſeduced and hired him to ftrangle 
Marieta in her bed inhis Mill, and promiſed him the Fee Simple orLeaſe thercof to perform it, 
that he it was who likewiſe threw her into the Pond, and that he alſo bclieves ſhe was quick 
with child by his (aid Maſter, | ; 
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All ” amnes wender and talk ot @varbriſions baſe ingratitude end cruelty, towards this hilly 
and harmleſs young Countrey Maiden Mariets, yea this fou! and Jamentable miirther , admi- 
niltreth likewiſe tak in all the adjoyning Towns and Pariſhes ; So this execrable Miller Pie- 
rot 18 by the Seneſhal! condenined be broken zlive on the Wheel, but yet ( in regard of the 
necellicy of his controncation) they defer his execution till ©uatbriſſon be apprehendcd in Ren- 
nes , Where the S:nefiall, and Kings Atturney Generall of Vannes , do by poli ſend away his 
acculation to ihac famous Court of Parliament; where whiles he is prauncing in the ſtreets 
of chat City on his great Horſe, and ruffling in his Scarlits and Satqins, with three Lacpuies 
( richly clad Jar his heels , che height of this pomp and bravery makes his ſhame the more ap= 
paranrt and his crimes the more foul. and notorious; For then when he thought himſelf to be 
tartheſt tron danger, loe the ſuſtice and Providence of God brings him neareſt to it ; for he 
is now here by a band of Huyfters (or Purſevants,) takeu off from his horſe, apprehended and 
1mpriloned by the command of the Lievtenanc Criminiall of that greac Court,who yet vainly 
repuling on the tidelicy and ſecrefie of Perot bis Fathers Miller, he feems to be no way difmaid 
or daunted thereac; But when he hears his accuſation and inditcment read,char Marices's mur- 
thered body was fond in the Pond,that Prerot the Miller was app: ehended and impriſoned 
tor the iame, and that he had confeſſ:d him to be the Author, and hi:vfelf che Ator of this 
her crucll murther,then 1 ſay he is ſo appalled and daunted,and ſo far from any hope of life,as 
he uccerly deſpaires thereof, and p«Ipably fees the Image of death before his eyes : When(with 
a tew tears, aud miny fighes_) he here to his Judges confefſeth him(c1t to be the author ot this 
foul tat, and {o begs pardon th:reof of Gadz tor trom theſe his grave and incorruptible Ma- 
gittraces he is afſu ed and confid.nr to fi .d none; Whercupon although tour of the Counſel 
ad onc ot the Preiidents,were reſolved in regard of this his inhumane and bate crime to have 
him hanged,yert the ceſt of that wiſe and honourable S-nate, knowing him to be the Son and 

Hcelc toa very ancicnt Gentjeman,nobly A » they ore-fway and prevaile with the o- 
thersz and luthcy adjudge him the very nexc day to have his head cur off. althoagh this his 
forrowtuil aged Fathee M,x»ſievr de Caertainge, offered the one half of his Lands to ſave his 
lite, &licewile was a moit importunar Suppliant to the Diuke ofTremovill: (who then and there 
preceded at the Eitates or the Nobility )co intercede wich chat Parliament tor his reprivaH,and 
with the Kiog tor his pardon , but in vain; For thac noble Duke ( conſidering the baſeneſs and 
enormity vt tis his inhumane fa&)was c9o wile to attempt the one; and too Honourable and 
generous tO leek the other. So the very next morning 2atbriſſox ( apparrellcd in a Sute of 
black Sattin,trimmed wich Gold Lace)is brought to the Scaffold (ar the common place of ex- 
ccarion,whichis in th= midſt of the Ciry)where a very great concourſe of people of all ſorts, 
reſort and flock to fcs him take his laſt tarewell of this world,of whom the greateſt part and 
number , lamented and pitied , thar ſo proper and noble a G:ntleman , ſhou'd fictt delerve,and 
ther rec. ive ſo untimely a death ; When after the Pricfts and Kriers have here prepared and 
dirc&cd his ſoal, he aſcending the Scaffold , with ſomewhat a low voice , and dcjctted and 
ſorrowfull countenance, he delivered this ſhort ſpeech; 

That in regard he knows,that (now when he is to take his laſt leave of this life ) to charge 


\ his conſcicace with the concealing of any capitall crime, it the'dirett and true way to ſend-his 


ſoul ro hell inftcad of Heaven, he will now therefore reveale , that he is yet more cxecrable 
and bloody, then his Judges think or know, or his ſpc&tatours imagine,for that he not only hi- 
red Pjerot his Fathers Miller &o murcher Marieta,bur alſo che Apothecary Moxcallier to poylon 
his own Brother V alfontain; of both which toule and bloudy crimes of his, he now ircely con= 
feffeth himſelf guilcy,and now from his heart and ſoul ſorrowfully lamenteth and repenteth 
them; thas his filthy luſt and inordinate affc&ion to women was the fi: lt cauſe, and hisneg= 
Ic of prayer to God the ſecond, which hath juſtly broughc him to bis ſhawefull end and 
confuſion; and therefore he beſeecherh all, who are preſent to be ſcrioully torewarned of the 
like by his wofull cxample,and that (in Chriftian cherity ) they will now joyn their devour 
rayers with his toGod for his ſoul . When on the Scaffold praying a lial: whites (ilently ro 
hinſf knecling,and then puiting off his Dublet,he con:mirs hin-(clt co the Executionerzwho 
at one blow ſevercd his hcad trom his ſhouldicrs. But this puniſhment and death of Duatbriſe 
ſos (officeth not now to give full content and ſatisfaRion to his Judzes » who (by his own con» 
feſſion )conſidering his inbumanc and deplorable poyſoning of his own Brother, Valjontaine, 
they as ſoon as he is dead,and before he be cold,adjudge his body, to be taken down,and there 
burnt to aſhzs at the foot of the Gibber, which accordingly is performed. 
And here our thoughts and curioſity maſt now return Poaſt from Rexnes to Vannes, 2nd 
from wretched ©uatbriſſon ro the baſe and bloody Miller P/e/0t , whom God and his Judges 
have now ordaincd ſhall likewiſe ſmart for this his lamentable murther on poor and harme- 
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Pricft preparing him to dye, he(cither our of impiecty, or ignorance, or both ) delivereth this 
idle ſpeech to the people , That becauſe Marieta was young and fair he is now hartily ſorry 
that he had not marricd her ,and that if he had becn as wiſe as coverous, the two hundred 


Crowns, or the Leaſe of his Mill, which his young Maſter Monſieur © uatbriſſon proff:red him, 


might have made him wink at her diſhoneſty , and that although (hc were not a truc Maid to 
her ſelf ,yctthat ſhe might have proved a true and honeſt wife to him, with many other fri- 
volous words and lewd ſpecches tending that way 3 which I purpoſely omitgand reſolve to paſs 
over in filence,as holding them unworthy cither of my relation ; or the Readers knowledge: 
when not having the grace once to name God , to ſpeak of his ſoul, to defire Heaven, or to 
ſeem to be any way repentant and ſorrowtull tor this his bloudy offenceyhe is ſtripped naked, 
having only his ſhirt taftned about his waft,and with an Iron Bar hath his legs, thighe,armes, 
and breſt,broken alive,and there his miſcrable body is Ictt naked and bloudy on the Wheel , for 
the fpace of two dayes, thereby to terrific and deterre the bebolders from attempting the like 
wretched crime, And the Judges of V amnes being certifigghfrom the Court of Parliament ar 
Remnesgthat Quatbriſſon ar his death charged the Apott Moxcallier to have(at his biring 
and inftigation ) poyſoned his Brother V alfontaine , lald the Church to be too holy a 
place for the body and buriall of ſo prophane and blog Willain: When after well near 
a whole years time that he was buried in Saint Frang Hin that Town, they cauſe his 
Coffin to be taken up, and both his body and it co bg j the Common Hang-man,and his 
aſhes to be thrown into the aire; Which to the; £ I the SpeRators js accordingly per 
formed: $- "4 
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Jef Morin He is brought to the Gallows in his old duſty mealy Suit of Canvas , where a 
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Gods revenge againt the Crying and Ex: 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XXV. 


- 


; BV:di firſt murthereth bis Son George, «nd next poyſoneth his own wife Heſter,aud being afterwards 
almoſt killed by a mad Bull in the fields , he revealeth theſe his t wo mur#hers , for the which be is 
frft hanged, and then burnt, | | 


O ccligious hearts , there can nothing be ſo diſtaſtfull as Sin, nor any Sin ſo odious and 
exccrable as Murther : for it being contrary to Nature and Grace, the very thought,much 
nore the aft thereof , ſtrikes horrour to their hearts and conſciences, Wherefore, if this foule 
ad blogdy Sin be fo diſpleafing to godly men, how infinitly more deteftable is itthen to God 
Pinſclf, who madeall living creatures to ſerve Man, aud only created Man purpoſely to ſetve 
Puaſclf ? But as Choller and Malice proceed from the paſſions of men, fo doth Murther from 
' Devil; for elſe weſhould not fo often and frequently fee it perperrated in moſt Countryes 
ad Citics of the World as wc do : A mournfull Example whereof [ hers produce to your view 


id fcrioug confideration. : 


The place of this Hiftory, is Fribourg(an antient City of Switzerland) which gives name to 
ac of the D.vitions (or Cantons ) of that famous and warlike Country 3 Wherein ( of freſh 
<Mory 7 dwelt a rich burger named Peter V afty, who had to his wife a modeſt, diſcreet , and. 
*20us woman named Heſter, by whom hc had one only child, a Son called George V «ſti, 
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Zxhom God {:nt themthe lattcr end of the firft year of their parriage 3 and for the tearmof 
ZZ=>z Tome ten years following, this married couple lived in moſt Wnd and loving fort each with 
other , yea their hearts and inclinations ſo tympathized in mutuall and* interchangeable affc. 
| Aion, as they held and reputed none of their Ncigbours ſo rick in content as themſelves ; for 
* hee was carefull of her Family , and hevery diligent and- induſtrious to maintain it 3 both 
'- off 
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m bcing chaſte and continent in themſelves, very religious towards God, and excceding 
aritable, affable, and courteous to all their Neighbours and Acquaintance , only th:y arc 
"remperare in their drinking , as he would nqr, and ſhe could nct be tainted with that beaft. 
ly vice of drunkenneſs, whereunto that Country, and the greateſt part of that people , are but 
too exceſſively addifted and ſubje& : So that had V afti till imbraced and followed thoſe Ver. 
tacs in the courſe and condufion of his life,he had not the n-dcfiled this Hiſtory with the 
profufion of ſo many fins , nor be ſprinckled it with the effuſion « ffo much innocent bloud, 
nor conſequently have adminiftred ſo much forrow to the Reader, i 1 pcruling and knowing it; 
but as contrary Cauſes produce contrary Effe&s , ſo he (by this tim.' polluting himſelf with 
filchy and pernicious Company, it is no marvell if he leave his tewygrancie to follow drun- 
kenneſſe, his chaftity ro commit fornication and adultery, yea it is no marvell I ſay, if theſe 
foul fins (as Bawds to rage and revenge,):xa& ſuch power in his heart, and predominacig 
in bis ſoul,as in the end to draw himto murther : for good men cannot receive a greater 
plague, nor the Devill afford or give them a worſe peftilence, then bad company. It is the fa 
call Shelves , and diſma!l rocks, whercon a world of people have, and do daily ſuffer ſhip- 
wrack ; yea, it is the gricf of a Kingdom and Countrey, the banc of our Age, and the corrup- 
tion and poyſon of our Times : for it turncs thoſe who profeſs and purſue ie, out of their E. 
ſtates and homes , which they are then inforced either to {cl}, or rather to give away to uſu- 
rers and Cormorantszand conſequently which makes themfclves, and their poor Wives ard 
Children ready to Rarve and dye in our ftreets. So this is now thc cauſe of ourVaſti , and 
therefore it will be his happinefſe, ifirt prove not his miſery hercatter : for after twelve year 
time of a moſt peaccable cohabitation,and Godly converſation between him and his vertuons 
wife Hefeer, it ts athouſand gricts and pittics that ſhe muſt now be inforced to ſee (o brutifh 
and bcaſtly a Metamorphoſis in her Husband : for heis no more the man which he was , nor 
the Husband which ſhe formerly found him to be. He loves neither his houſe nor his wife, but 
ſtayes abroad every day with his whores , arrd then at night returns home co her ftark drunk 
in lamcntablc ſort reviles atd beats her, whereas heretofore he would rather have loſt bislif 
than have ftrucken her, and whercas heretofore he afi:CHed and loved her fo dearly , ashe 
thought he could not be kind enough to ker , now(in the extravagancic of theſe his deboſhed 
haumoursJhe hates her ſo deadly as he deems and ſuppoſcth he car not beſufficiently cruell to 
her, although her affe&ion be till fo fervent to him,and her care f« vigilant and reſpeAtfull of 
him, as ſhe gives him nothing but either ſweet words, tears, ſighs,filence,or prayers; yeay fit 
proves her ſelf ſo good a womante ſo bad a man, and ſo courteous and vertuous a wife toſo 
unkind and vitious a Husband,as to the cycs and judgements of all their Kinsfolks and Neigh. 
bours , they know it is now her praiſe and glory,and fear it will k-reafter prove his ſhame anc 
miſcry. She lcaves no mcans unaſſaycd or invention unſought and unattempred, to dive 
and turn this foul inundation of his vice into the ſweet ftreams ©, Vertu, and the pure rivenſ 
of Godlinc: ff: Bur Alts good woman, her care proves vainzand her affe&ion and zeal impoſlidi 
herein, alchough her pale checks, mournfull cycs,briniſh tears, far fercht ſighs, religious praye 
and ſweet perſwafions, do ftill ſecond and accompany her indeavours in this her defired hop}. 
of his reformationz for ſhe inforced to know that he keeps a young Strumpet named Sal 
at the Town of Clerarx, ſome fix Leagues from Fribourg , whether moft mornings he gocs wh 
her, and to make] himſelt the more treacherous a difſembler to his wife; and the more execrabi 
a traytor to his ſoul, he fortifieth and colourcth out this his accuſtomed journey to his Strut 
pet with this falſe Apologic, that he gocs to Cleraux to hear the Sermons of Mr. Abraham Tif 
flin , a very famous and religious Preacher there,when God and his ulcerated ſoul and conſCi 
ence know the conrrary,and that this pretended excuſe of his is but only a falle cloak to ov 
vaile his eruc Adultery, and prophane Impicty : for he needed notto have formerly added 
whoredome to his rand Roc” and now ingraticude, cruelty and impiecty to his Whoredom!, 
inregard the Icaft of theſecnormous crimes and finncsaſſurcdly have the power , and will 7 
fallibly find the mcans to make him futurely as miſerable,as now he fooliſhly thinks bimſe) 
happy; for theſe his journeys to Cleraux are only the Pilgrimage of his wanton Luft. Salyne\ 
the Saint of his voluptuous devotion,her houſe the Temple ot his obſcene wiſhes, and A 
tery the oblation and ſacrifice of his laſcivious defires. of 
We candifficultly make our (elves guilty of a fouler fin on carth, than to ſeem ſanRificd 
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our devotions towards God, when we are prophanc, or to indeavour ww zppear found withs © 
out » when we are rotten within in our faith and Religion; for as man is the belt and nobleftor 


all Gods creatures, ſo an hypocrite towards God in the wort of men, yea or rather a devill and 
no man; for our hearts and ations, and our moſt retyred thoughte, and (ccret darlivg fins, are 


: 


conſpicuous and tranſparant to Gods eyes, as his decrees and reſolutions are inviſible ro outs,” 


fith he ſe cs all things, and we ſee nothing when we do not fee him. Amiſcrable hight of im- 
picty, in making of our ſclycs fooliſhly ſinners, and wilfully Hypocrit:s, and yetic is a more 
fatall and feartull degree thereof, when we ſo delight in fin and glory in hypocritic, as to make 
Apologi:s for the ſame. 

But //t: nor thinking cither of Religion or God, frolicks it out with $71; n+ his ſirumpct 
in Cleraux, whiles his own vertuous wife Hefter weeprat home at Fr ib6; rg, arid when he re- 
rurns thence , he is ſtill fo hard hearted and crucll to her, as he couinually beats ber, . Now 
by this time, George their Son is fixtcen years of age, of a mans courzge and facurc, 2nd of a ve- 
ry pregnant wit 3 fo thatas young as he is , hc hath been long envugh a ſor;owſull eyc-wir- 
neſs of his Fathers cruclty, in beating of his Mother ; He hath formerly fccn the lmentable af- 


quaint him with the truc cauſe thereof, and from whence it proceeds; when his Mother (:dding 
more confidence to his wiſdom than to his youth) from point to point fully relates it to him, 
accordingly as we have formerly underſtood 3 George burſt forth into ſorrowfull paſſions ax her 
repetition, and his knowledge hereof, as not able to refrain from ſighing to ſee her figh , nor 
from weeping to fee her weep He as much grieves to be the Son of ſo vicious a Father, as kc 
rejoycerh and gloricth to be that of ſo vertuousa Mother, ſo he makes her ſorrows his , and 
2 here wcdz himiclt to her quarrellC with promiſe and Oath) cither to right it with his Father, 
or to revenzc it on Salyna, whom he knows to be the originall cauſe of all theſe Rormes and 


4 tempcſts , of all theſe affli&tions and miſcrics which befall his Mother , and in he himſclf: He 
ay willno longer be a child, becauſe God and nature hath now made him a man, ſo the very next 
ny rimec he ſccs his Father bear his Mother he fteps to her afliſtarce, and defends her from the ry- 
wh ranny of his blows, and then advanceth fo farr, az he performs it with an anwilling willing 


tY refiftance of him, the which his Faaher takes extremely i}l and cholcrickly from him, pivecs 
or him fharp words, and menaccth him with bitter blows, George his Son, ficſt returns him a bric£ 
ny rehcarſall of ch; wrongs and indignitics he tilloffercth ro his Mother,when proteſting of his 
| obcdicnce to him, he yer tells him, that he js willing tocnterraine his words buc no longer ca- 
it  pablc to digeſt and receive his blows, adding witk;all (as a pallionate Corollary ) that ere long 
he will viiie hisStrumpet Selyna in Clerarx, and make her feel a part of her baſe carriage,and 
all ill deſervings , both towards his Mother and himſelf: Vajiiis much aftoniſh:d at this audacity 
ON and boldn-1: oi his Son, butfar more to hear him name and threaten $ a/yna, the very thought 
of which his fpeechcsgrates him to his heart, and gricves himto his ſoil, ſo hee puts water in 
ey his wine , holds ic for that time a vertue, tobe no longer ftormy bur calmc, and then ( cholle- 
rickly thrcatning him with his finger )he departs to his Chamber, leaving his wife and his Son 
. con{ulting in the Parlour, how with moſt afſurance,8& leaſt ſcandal)they may provide for their 
aff 4irs. Thc n-x* morniag,Vafti his Father keeps his bed, 8 gives ordergthat ncicher his Wif: or 
Son have admitrance to him, the which diſcourtcſic of his , gives his Sona freſh and ftrong mo- 
, Jive, to revive his 1alt nights diſcontent againſt his Father,and kis choller againit Salyna,when 
; 1 bidding his Mother the good morrow, and craving her bleſſing, he( purpolcly )irames an excuſe 
' tolcave her till ſh: be ready,and fo very rivacly takes horſc,and that morning a&sa bufijneſe, 
*. every way worthy of himſclf, and indeed far more worthy of laughtcr, then of our pitty. For 
tis not fo much his malice to Salzxa, as his affe&tion ro his Mother Heſter, which carrics him 
and his re{olurion to Clerauxz where entring Salyna's houſe, he (with fire in his looks and 
thunder in his ſpecches)calls her whore and ftrumper,chargerh her for abufing his Father , and 
In hin: his Mother and himſelf. His choller cannot retain her patience, to hear her falſe an- 
lwers 416 apologics to the contrary, but diſdaining as much to uſe his ſword on a wornan, as 
to fout. iton a Strumper , he takes his mans ſhort cudgell, and gives her ar Icaſt a dozen blows 
0 her Back , armes and ſhoulders therewith, ſeriouſly vowing and ſwearing to her; Thar if ſhe 
lo:fake not his Fathers com any,and uſe the means chat henceforth he do utterly abandon hers, 
i will ſhortly give her ſobittera payment and requicall, as he will hacdly leave her cither the 
vit! or power to thank him for his courtefi:,and ſo remouncs his horſc, and preſently gallops 
Mane ris Mother » whom he acquaints therewith, but yet conceals ir trom h's Father, 
M\ercat th: ſeemsnor to be a lite joy+tull, and yet hearaly prayerh ro God,tht this breed no 
al blocs in her husband, or prove cither an incitation to bis choll:r : gainlt her felf, or a pro- 
P:ihon of revenge againſt their Son. 
tut chis joy of Hefter and her Son George,proves the {ighs and tears of Salynz, whonot ac- 
__—— £0 reccive ſuch ſharp payment, aud uſage from airy mans bands whofoc ver , it makes 


ts, and now he falls on his knees to her, and (with tears and prayers )- beſeecheth her tro-acs |, 
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Ph | extream chollerick and vindiftive , ſo that her ſtomack is ſo great, and her heart ſo highly 


©” and imperiouſly lodged , that ſhe will nor ſuffer this cruel! affront offered her by George V afti, 


ro go unrequited; bur yet ſhe will be as adviſed and ſecret in her revenge towards him, as hee 
was raſh and publick in his towards her, To which cnd and purpoſe, ſecing that V afti his Fa- 
ther came not to her that day( whereby ſhe judged he was wholly jgnorant what had befallen 
her from his Son)ſhe that night writes him a ſhort-Letterzand the next morning ſends it home 
to Fribourg to him, by a confident meſſenger of hers, who arriving there and finding him pen» 
fively walking in his Garden, hcc reſpe&fully dclivercd it to him, who breaking up the Seales 


thereof, found it ſpake thus, 
; SALYNA « VASTI. 
Y all the inviolabl love and tender affetion which is betwixt us , Ifpray and conjure you to leave 
Fribourg,and come over to me with baft and expedition to Cleraux , be: auſe I bave a great: 
and important ſecret to reveal you, which equally concerns us, and which I dare not to comm to 
pen and paper ; for that the relatiou and knowledge thereof needs no other witneſſes but our ſelves, If 
you any way negle this my adviſe,or deny,or deferr this my requeſt , the grief will be mine now , but 
the prejudice and repentance yours hereafter, I write you tbeſe few lines with iu finite «ffliGion and 
forrow, which nothing can deface but your ſight, nor remedy but your preſence,ana when you come to 
mezprepare your heart and reſolution , to receive it from me, with farr more tears then aſſes, 


SALYNA 


This Leiter of hers doth ſo nettle Y afti with apprehenſion and fear, that his Son George hath 
offered her lorne violence and out- rage, as he is almoſt az ſoon in Cleraux as he 18 out of Eris 
bourg,where his Miſtreſs Szlyna very palſionatly and chollerickly informes hin of his Sons crue 
clcy cowards h:r, and (to add the more efficacie to her ſpecchcs , the more power to her com- 
plaints , and the more Oile to the fire of his anger and revenge) ſhe forgers not to paint out to 
him(in all cheir colours ) the number of his Sons blows, and the nature and quality of his 
threats given her , when watcring her words with her tcars , {hc ſwears , that it hc fpccdily do 
not righc and revenge theſe her wrongs upon his ſaid Son , ſhe will never kiſs, or fee him more. 
V a(ti takes theſc ſpeeches from Salynastongue,and. placeth them in his own heart; yea he here- 
at is ſo chollcrickly intended toward his Son, and fo ſottiſhly affcQ&cd to her , as contulting 
with rage, but not with reaſon, and with Satan, rot with God, hce(to exhale her tcars, and (0 
to give conſolation te her ſorrows )tels her 5 Thx he loves her ſo tenderly and conttantly,as he 
will not tail to kill his Son for this uncivill and iabumane fa&t of his towards her. Salyns is 
amazcd and aſtoniſhed at this his unnaturall reſolution to his Son, the which (as vicious at fhe 
is ) ſh: abhors and condemns in him as ſoon as underſtands. So ſhe tells him plainly, that al- 
beic {hz have given him her hcart and body, yet that ſhe is not ſo cxemps of grace, nor fo wret= 

_ chedly infiructed in Picty, as to take away her ſoul from God, and therefore chat although ſhe 
be guilty of Adultery,yet ſhe will never be of Murther; ſo in religious termes ( worthy ot an 
honeftcr woman then her felt ) ſhe powerfully ſecks to diflwade him from this bloody and yn- 


naturall zticmpr, as well to prevent their future wrongs and fcars,as to ſecure aheir danger ang 


reputations , and ſo praycs him to ſeck out ſome other remedy and equine towards his 


©. 


the which he promiſcth heryand ſcals it with ſome Oaths and many kiſlcs; tayes and diney wich 
hr, and immcdiatly takes horſe and rides homnewards. His Son George finding big Father rid. 


den torth, and being afcertained that he was gone to Cleranx, to his Strumpet Salyna, where wy: | 


ſhe ſhould acquainc him at full wich his beating of her., hc tearing bis choller , bolds it more 
diſcrecion then diſobedience in himyto take his ſword with him tor his defences when choos« 
_ fing a gc01 horſc ont of the Stable, hedeems it more ſecure and lefſe- dangerous to meet his 


Father haltcway, betwixt Cleraux and Fribourg , and there in the open Ficld to expe&andare +} 


- tend what he had toſay tohim. Vaſti ſceing his Son George a far off come riding towards 


him, wich his Sword by his ſide, he much marvellcth therear, when well knowing his come | 


and vallour, and chat( as young as he wasJhe had latcly at Shefouſe acquitced himſelfof a duc 
to his honour and -rcpuration,hee therefore reſolves to make it a tongue and not a ſword quar* \ 
| rell wich h\m,and fo they meet : George doing his duty to his Father with his Hat off, and his © 
Father ſpcaicing not angerly but mildly to him : Their m:ddow conference which they they, 
-  audchre had betwixtthem was thus, | 
Fa. What reaſon hadſt-thou fo cruclly to beat poor Salyna? 
So: A thouſand times more then yeu kave to beat my Mother Heſter. 
 Fa.T.il nic why. 


_ $0. Theres ſor ts wnjt and pertinent , becauſe that is your laſcivieus whore, and this your chaſt a#d 
vertuons wiſe. ; ! 
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Fa. What haft thou gorten by this thy raſh choller in beating her? 

So. Not by farre ſo much as you have loſt by your ſottiſh Init in k; ſing, her. ; 

F a- It is thy Mothers jcaloufic which hath ſown and ſcattered theſe untruths in thy belicfe, 

So. I pray excuſe me, for they are palpable and apparant truths ,and ſuch as it 3 wholly impoſſeble 
either for your hypocrifie or police to root thence. | 

Fz. Since when becameſt thou ſo ſawcie and peremptory® 

So. From that very time I firſt underſtood you were become ſo vicions. 

Fa. | have'a mad Son in thee. Sh 

So. It were @ great happineſs both for my Mother and my ſel/zif you proverl a tamer Husband to her 
an4 an boneſter Father to me. 

Fa. If thou follow thoſ: courſes, to love thy Mother bzrter than my ſclf,l vow I will wholly 
difinherit thee. 

$0. If you follow theſe courſes yto love Strumpets better than my Mother, I ſwear yca will ſhortly 
con/ume all ycur eſtate , and diſinherit your ſelt firſt. 

Fa. This word Strumpet is very rite in chy moath, 

$0. Iwiſh ts God thas the thing were not ſo frequent in your heart. 

Fa. Wilt thou be friends with Salyaa, and reconcitc thy felt to her? 

So. Jes, whenlT ſee you become an enemy 10 her,aad a friend to my Mother, and youp ſelf, but not 
befure. 

- 2. Why, Charity is the tru: mark of a Chriſcian. 
* So. But I aſſure you, ſo is not Adultery and Cruelty. 

Fa. Shall I make peace betwixt thee and Salyna? 

So. No, but I would make it the ioy of my heart , and the glory of my life, 3f E might be ſo happy 
to knit and confirm a good peace betwixt your ſelf and my Mother, 

Fa. Wile thou attempt it, if 1 requeſt thee? 

So. 1 will, if you pleaſe to command me. 

Fa. | pray thee George do. 

So. My beſt endeavenrs ſhall herein wait on your deſires , and dutiſuily follow your commands. 

Fa. But be carcfull to make my reconciliation with thy Mother erernall. 

So. 1t can never ſubſiſt , nor proſper , if you heuceferth reſolve to make it temporary becauſe affeti 
on and amity which oxce receives endghad never teginning. 

Fa. Here 1 vow conftantly a reformation of niy lite from all other women, and a perpetuall re- 
novation of my aff-&ion to my Wife thy Mother. 

So. God and his Angels bleſs this your converſion, and confirm this reſolution in Jon. 

Fa. And God bleffe thee my Son, for wiſhing and dcfiring it. 

So. 1 thankyou Sir, but I humbly pray you likewiſe 10 forgive and forget this my boldneſs to you 
in my Mothers behalf. | 

Fa. George, here inpreſcnce of God | cheerfully and freely do ir from my heart. 

So. Amen, Amen, Sir. 

This mcddow conferencethus ended between themgthey ride home towards Fribourg , and 
by the way V afti willeth and praycth his Son, to finiſh this peace between him and his Mother 
that very night,and to diſpoſe her ſo eff-ually chercunto,as that they may make a merry ſup- 
per of it, and all former differences between them, to be then and there ended, and for cver 

trampled under foot, the which George his Son to the beſt of his poſlible power cheerfully and 


pony promiſeth him ; So home they come; V afti walks in his Garden, and George finds out 


is Mocher in her own Chamber , being newly riſen from her prayers,whercin ſhe was ſo zca= 
lous and religious as the ſpent the greateſt part of her time. Here George informs his Mother 
Heſter at full, what conference had now paſt in the open fields betwixt him and his Father: And 
(in a wordJhec here acts his part and duty ſo well and diſcrectly, as he leaves no arc nor per= 


' {wafions unattempted to draw her to this attonement with his Father. When ſhe at firſt confi- 


dering the nature and quality of her Husbands unkind and crucll uſ:ge to her, ſhe found an 


$ oppoſition hereof in her mind, -and a refiftance in her will ,” and arclu&tancy in her nature and 


Judgement; But at laft giving now her former diſcontent to charityher paſſions to peace , her 
forrows to filenceher reſolutions toReligion, her anger to aff:Rion, her malice to oblivion, 


(þ _ andher grief unto God,ſhc(aftcr a brief conſultation,and a ſhore expoſtulation hereof between 


them)with a cheerfull countenance thanks her Son for his care of her,and his affc&ion to her 
hercin ; and fo informs him, That ſhee(having never juſtly offended her Husband in thought 
word or deed) is as willing ef -pcace and reconciliation with him, as he can poflibly deſire or 
wiſh, and here totcftific it co her Son as well in aRion as words, ſhe would then have gone 
down with him to her Husband,thcre privatly to have concluded this Chriftian buſineſs. be» 


ie eWwIXKtL 
& 


—_— 


LS 


F282 Gods Revenge againft Murther. Book V 


ewixc chemhad her Son nor diverted her from it; For being «,xcceding carctull ro preſerve his 
Mothers right and rzputation , he prayes her to ſtay,alleadging that he would preſently ferch 
and condudt his Father to h:r Chamber to her, as holding it more requiſit and j"1ſt,that the 
D :linquent, ſhould fi:it ſceand ſeek the party wronged , betore the party ſeekx the D-ljn 1ene 
whercat [he cannot refrain from ſmiling,and then bids him go : So George deſcends to the Gar. 
den and acq 1ints his Father with his Mothers trez diſpoktion , and checrfull reſolution to a 
perpetua!l P-ace with him, whc:rcat he ſ:ems ivhnicly gled ard 14 ytull, and ſo afct rdber 
Chamber, and having ſaluted her, rcls her, that he is very forrowfull aud repentant for his for. 
mer ill carriage and unkindne(s rowards her , whereof he prayes her pardon , and conſtans} 
vows reformation ; fo this his vertuous and kind wite Heſter freely forgets and forgives Vail 
her Husband; and then he gives her many kiffes in requital], and bids his Son George to Pro- 
ide gocd chcer for Supper 3 and the better to ſcal ard ſolemnize rhis their reconciliation 
and atonement , he bids him to invite ſome of their Kinsfolks and Neighbours to be preſent 
thercat, who were tormzrly acquainted with their debates and ditf.rences 3 where no gogd 
cheer and choyce wine is wanting; So they are wonderfull frolick , picaſanr, and merry, all re- 
Joyce at this good n:wr,and highly applaud their Son G eorge,for his diſcreet carriage and care 
in the managing ot this buſineſs. Thus all things ſeem to be fully reconciled , and here Y/g/; 
drinks many tim:s to his wite Heſter, and ſhe again to her Husband with much :ffc&ion and 
joy : When Supper being end-d, their guctts departed,and their Son George having reccived 
borh of their blilings , th:y betake themſelves to their Chamber and bed. 

Now (in all humane ſenſe and reafon )who would once conceive or think, that after this 
Mcadow conference of Vati to his Son George , but that this his now Table reconciliation with 
his wiie Heſter were truc,and pronounced with much integrity from himiclf, wich dcep at- 
f.&ion to her, and infinite z:al and devotion to God 3 but Alas nothing lefs, for here I am in< 
forced to relate , that Vaſti che ſame night had nor lain in B-:d by his wife tive or tix hourcs 
but ſhe(good woman){l:eping in her innocency, he( as a devill incarnate )) was waking in his 
malice and revenge, and laughing in his {lceve to fee how cunningly and ſubtilly he hath lulled 
2{lcep the courage of bis Son, with a Meadow conferenceand the jealoufic of his Wife with a 
Supp:r, and a tew ſweer words and kifſes : Whenhere againe.the Dc-vill blowing the coles to 
his luſt, and marſhalling up his former obſcene dejires and reſolutions, only his body is in bed 
with his wife Heſter, here in Fribourg , but his aff.Ction and heart is ſtill in the boſome of hiz 
Strumpet Salyna in Clerauxz yea the D:vill I fay, is now both ſo bukic and fe'ſtrong with him, 
that (as a hclliſh couaſcilour, and prodigious pen-man ) hee writes down this definitive ſen» YL 
tence in his thoughts, and fatall reſoJurion iu his heart : That Salyne be will Jove, and his wife 

. Heſter he carinot, and that ſhortly hc will give ſo ſharp a revenge to his Son George,for his diſ- 
' obedi:nce towards himgand for beating of his Salynazas ſhe ſhall haye no further cauſe to feare 
his cruel:y,nor himſclt his courage, and becauſc he prefers her Jove ro his own life (as being 
dangerouflly intangled and captivated in the ſnares of her youth and teauty ) he likewiſe rc- 
ſolves to write and ſend her a Letter the very next morning. ; | 

Now judge Chriſtian Reader, is not this like to prove a ſweet reformation and reconcili- 
ation of Vajti to his wife and Son , ith thefe are the ſparks which ditfuſe and flic out from the 
fire of his luſt, and the facall lines which ifſuc forth from the Centre of his bloudy heart , and 
finfull ſoul,for in the morning before his wife is out of her bedzheisftirring and writes this Let» 

ter to Salyna,which hee ſends her by a truſty meſſenger, 
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VASTI c@ SALYNA. 


Am plotting of a buſineſs, which will infinitly import both our contents; ſo if thou -wilt reſolve to 
brook my abſeace, with as much patience,as I do thine with ſorrow , T ſhall finiſh it the ſooner, 
and conſequenily the ſooner ſee thee, I have met with an Accident, which I thought was wholly im- 
poſſible for me to meet with 3 and though at firſt it brought me ſear and afflidion , yet at length I was 
inforced to interpoſe diſcretion,in jtead of courage, thereby to draw ſecurity out of policie , which 1 
could not hope for out of reſitance ; for I muſt inform thee of this truth, that if my Zeal and affefiin 
to thee had nut been of greater power and con(ideration then that of mine own life, 1 ſhould then with 
more facility and willingneſs rather have bazarded it Jor thy ſake , then have reſerved it for mine 
own. Bus the miſts of thoſe doubts are now diſſipated, and 1be Clowds of theſe fears blown away; or i 
not , 1 will ſhortly take that order, that thou ſhalt have no cauſe to fear the one,or I to doubt the other. 
When ſhall be ſo haf py to ſee thery] kaow nor,bnt if fortune prove propitious to my deſires and wiſhes, / 
my return ſhall be afied with as much celerity,as it 1s eager ly langed for of me with affetion and poſe 


ſion. YAS Sh: 
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Sslpnareceives this Letter of / afti with <quall fear and joy ; for as (he was lad to heare 
him and his news, ſo the was ſorrowfall,as fearing that for her ſake he heuld imbark =? 
ſelf in ſome bloudy buſineſs, which might prove ruinous to them both s And although her 
apprehenſion do far exceed her knowledge herein , yet her ſuſpicion will give her no trace, 
neither can her jealouſte adminiſter any peace either to her heart or mind, before ſhe be reſol- 
ved by V aſti of the doubtfull and different truth hereof, She is ſo prophane and laſciviour,as 
ſhe can content her felt ro make him guilty of Fornication; but yet Religion hath Icfe ſome 
ſparks and impreſſions of Picty ia her, that ſhe would fill have him innocent of Revenge and 
Marther : to which efic&, by his own meſſenger ſhe returnes him this anſwer, 


SALYNA to VAST I. 


Ecauſe you deem mee unworthy to know your Deſigner, therefore T have aſſumed the boldneſs to ſear 
them,in which regard and conſideration find it not ſtrange that I now intreat you to ingrave int 
your heart, ans imprint in your memory, that malice is moſt commonly ſquirt ey'd, and Revenge ſtill 
blind : therefore if you will not ruine onr affeions and fortunes , take heed that you imbrue not your 
heart and hand in innocent blood; for Murtheris a crying and a Scarlet ſin , which God may forgive 
and makg white by his Mercie,but will not by his Juſtice ; whereof this my Letter of advice te you ſhall 
be a witneſs betwixt God , your ſelf, and me: and therefore, as you love mee, hazard not your life 
for my ſakegbut preſerve it for your own. As it is in your will to make yourſtay from mee 8s long or 
ſhort as you plealegſo it (hall bein my pleaſure to Fudge thereof, and thereby likewiſe of your afſeQion 
rome. I wiſh1 could be mare yours then I am,aad yorr ſelf as often in my ſight and company, as L 

defire God proſper you in your tay , and me in your abſence. 
| SALYNA 


V ati having thus ſettled h's aff:&ion and affaires with Salyna, he fees with grief that it is 
now almoft impoſlivle for him to ſee her in Cleraux, becauſe of the vigilant and watchfull eye 
of his Son George, overhimſelf and his ations here in Fribourg ; wherefors notwithſtanding 
her wholeſome and religious advice to him to beware of bloud, yet his Juſtfull affcRion $0 
her doth ſo outbrave and conquer hisnaturall love to him, that to ſaticfic his inordinat con- 
cupiſcence,and to give content to his obſcene and bcaftly defires, he vows he will|(bortly 
ſend him to Heaven in a bloudy Coffin. Now the ſooner andbetrer for him to compaſs and 
fniſh this his deplorable ſtratagem, and unnaturall reſolution agaiaſt his Son , his counſcllour 
the Devill adviſcth him that he muſt for a ſhore time make wonderfg fair weather with him, 
and gild over all his ſpeeches and aftions to his wife H efter,wichng p,zrelpeR and courteſiezthe 
which /afti doth ſpecdily put in praftice : So for a morcth or (1a weeks time, he ſes not Sa- 
lyng , but albchings (to theeye of the World)go in great peace, aficCtion , and tranquility be= 
ewixe Father, Mothcr,and Son. But this falſe Sunſhine will be too ſoon o*retaken with a diſ- 
mall torm and temp: : for what religious or Chriſtian ſhew ſoever Vaſti externally makey 
unco them, yet although he have God in his tongue , he nevertkelcfſc internally carries 
the Devill about him in his heart; fo again and again he definitively vowes and ſwears to him- 
ſclf,chat his Son George ſhall not live but die. Thus being reſolmne in his bloody purpoſe, hee 
likewiſe reſolves to add policy to his malice againſt him,as thinking and hoping thereby,with 
more facility to draw him to the lure and ſnare which (in his diabolicall invention) he hath 
ordained for his deftrudJion, he fils his head with the fumes and honour of military aCtions 
inflames his courage with the generolity and dignity of a Souldier , whereunto as alfo to tra= 
vell into our Countrics, he knew that this his Son of himſelf was already ambitioully inclined 
aud affeted. At other times he repreſenteth to him , to how many dammages and dangers 
idleneſs is cxpoſ:d and ſubje&, and what a noble pars and ornament it is in young men to 
Icarn Vertucs abroad, thereby to bethe mare capable to know how to praiſe them at home, 
and with what renown and glory their Anccftours have heretofore beaten and ruincd the Dukes 
of Burgundie,theic profelſcd enemies , and now made themſclves and their Countrey famous 
to the greateſt Princes and Potencates of Europ,eſpecially rothe Kings of Fraxce and $ | rnopmgphgr 
theſe many years, and now likewiſe at preſent (qd. hc) do cqually court our affcQions and 
ſervice,though not with the ſame or like integrity. And theſe ,and ſuch treacherous Leftupes, 
doth Ya{ti till read unto his Son George; as often as he cals him into his company and preſence 
untill at Iaft the fame and name of a Souldier , and the honour of traveN, have fo ſurpriſed his 
youthfull aff:&ion, and ſciz'd on his ambitious reſolutions, that at laft he beſcecheth his Fa- 
ther to ſendhim abroad in Came martiall ſervice, or generous imployments But the Father 
being as cunning as his Son is raſh and inconſiderate,ſuffereth himſclf of purpoſe to be a 
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ewixc cthemhad her Son not diverced her from it; For being «xcceding carctull ro preſerve his 
Mothers right and reputation , he prayes her to ftay,alleadging that he would preſently ferch 
and condudt his Father to h:r Chamber to her, as holding it more requiſit and j1R,that the 
D :linquent, ſhould fit ſceand ſeck the party wronged , betore the party ſeex the D-linquene 
whereat {he cannot refrain from (miling,and then bids him go : So George deſcends to the Gar. 
den 3 and acq 11ints his Father with his Mothers tre? difpoftion , and checrfull reſolution to 4 
perpetuall peace with him, whereat he ſrems infiniely gled ard joytull, and ſo afceridber 
Chamber, and having ſaluted her, rcls her, that he is very forrowfull avid repentant for his for. 
mer ill carriage and unkindneſs towards her , whereof he prayes her pardon , and conftang] 
vows reformation; ſo this his vertuous and kind wite Heſter freely forgets and forgives V aiti 
her Husband; and then he gives her many kiffzs in requiral] , and bids his Son George to Pro- 
bide gocd cher for Supper 3 and the better to ſeal ard ſolemnize rhis their reconciliation 
and atonement , he bids him to invite ſome of their Kinsfolxs and Neighbours to be preſent 
thercat, who were torm:rly acquainted witch their debates and diff.rences 3 where no gogd 
cheer and choyce wine is wanting; So they are wonderfull froliek , plcaſant, and merry , all re- 
Joyce at this good n-w*,and highly applaud their Son George,for his diſcreet carriage and care 
in the managing ot this bufinefs. Thus all things ſeem to be fully reconciled, and here Y.#; 
drinks many tim:s to his wite Heſter, and ſhe again to her Husband with much :ffc&ion and 
joy : When Supper being end-d, their guelts departed,and their Son George having reccived 
borh of their blilings , th:y betake themfelves to their Chamber and bed. 

Now (in all h.imane ſenſe and reafon )ayho would once conceive or think, that after this 
Mcadow conference of Vai to his Son George , but that this his now Tablc reconciliation with 
his wite Heſter were truc,and pronounced with much integrity from himiclf, with dcep af. 
f.&ion to her, and infinite z:al and devotion to God 3 but Alas nothing lefs, for here 1 am in 
forced to rclate , that Vaſtiche ſame night had nor lain in B:d by his wife tive or tix houres 
bur ſhe(good woman){l:eping in her innocency, he(as a devill incarnate ) was waking in his 
malice and revenge, and laughing in his flceve to fee how cunningly and ſubtilly he hath Julled 
2ſ{lcep the courage of his Son, with a Meadow conference,and the jealoufic of his Wife with a 
Supp:r, and a few ſweet words and kifſes : When here againe the Dc:vill blowing the coles to 
his luſt, and marſhalling up his former obſcene dejires and refolutions, only his body is in bed 
with his wife Heſter, here in Fribourg , but his aft-Ction and heart is ſtill in the boſome of biz 

Strumpet Salyza in Clerauzxz yea the D:vill I fay, is now both ſo bukic and f@'ftrong with him, 
that (as a hclliſh couaſcilour, and prodigious pen-man ) hee writes down this definitive ſen= 
tence in his thoughts, and fatall reſolution iu his heart : Thar Salyng he will love, and his wife 
Hejter he carinot, and that ſhortly hc will give ſo ſharp a revenge to his Son George,for his diſ- 
obedi:nce towards himgand tor beating of his Salyzazas ſh: ſhall haye no further cauſe to feare 
his cruel:y,nor himſclt his courage, and becauſc he prefers her Jove ro his own life (as being 
dangcroutly intangled and captivated in the ſnarcs of her youth and teauty J he likewiſe rc- 
ſolves to write and ſend her a Letter the very next morning. ; | 

Now judge Chriſtian Reader, is not this like to prove a ſweet reformation and reconcili- 
ation of V ajti to his wife and Son , [ith thefe are the ſparks which diffuſe and flic out from the 
fice of his lult , and the farall lines which ifſuc forth from the Centre of his bloudy heart , and 
finfull ſoul, for in the morning before his wife is out of her bedgheisftireing and writes this Lets 
ter to Salyza,which hee ſcnds her by a truſty meſſenger, 


VASTI ce SALYNA. 
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Am plotting of a buſireſs, which will infinitly import both our contents; ſo if thou wilt reſolve to 
brook my abſeact, with as much patience,as I do thine with ſorrow , T ſhall finiſh it the ſooner, 
and conſequenily the ſooner ſee thee, I have met with an Accident, which I thought was wholly im 
poſſible for me to meet with ; and though at firſt it brought me fear and afflition , yet at length I was 
intorced t1 interpoſe diſcretion,in jtead of courage, thereby to draw ſecurity out of policie , which 1 
could not hope for out of reſiſtance ; for I muſt inform thee of this truth, that if my Zeal and affefion 
to thee kad not been of greater power and con(ideration then that of mine own life, 1 ſhould then with 
more facility and willingneſs rather have bazarded it jor thy ſake , then have reſerved it for mint 
own. Bus the miſts of thoſe doubts are now diſſipated,and1be Clowds of theſe fears blown away; or if 
not , I will ſhortly take that order, that thou ſhalt have no cauſe to fear the one,or I to doubt the other. 
Whenl ſhall be ſo haf py to ſee they] kaow notbnt if fortune prove prepitious to my deſires and wiſhes, 
my return ſhall be ated with as much celerity,as it is eager ly longed for of me with affetion and paſe 
ſion. VASIL:-: 
| Salyng 
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being as cunning as his Son is raſh and inconfiderate,ſuffercth himſclf of purpoſe to be —_ 


Hit, XXIV: V alfomain and La Pratiere. 


Sslnereceives this Letter of /aſti with <quall fear and joy ; for as ſhe was plad to heare 
him and his news, ſo ſhe was ſorrowfall,as fearing that for her ſake he heuld imbark bs 
ſelf in ſome bloudy buſineſs, which might prove ruinous to them both s And although her 
apprehenſion do far exceed her knowledge herein , yet her ſuſpicion will give her no trace; 
neither can her jealouſte adminiſter any peace either to her heart or mind, before ſhe be refol- 
ved by Vaſti of the doubtfull and different trath hereof, She is ſo prophane and laſcivious,as 
ſhe can content her felt to make him guilty of Fornication; but yet Religion hath Icfe ſore 
fparks and impreſſ1ons of Picty ia her, that ſhe would fill have him innocent of Revenge and 
Marther : to which eftc&, by his own meſſenger ſhe returnes him this anſwer, 


SALYNA to VAST I, 


Ecauſe you deem mee nnworthy to know your Deſignes, 1kerefore T have aſſumed the boldneſs to ſear 
Bins. which regard and conſideration find it not jtrange that Tnow intreat you to ingrave in 
your heart, an« imprint in your memory, that malice is moſt commonly ſquins ey*d, and Revenge ſtill 
blind : therefore if you will not ruine our affeFions and fortunes , take heed that you imbrue not your 
heart and hand in innocent blood; for Murtheris a crying and a Scarlet ſin , which God may forgive 
and malg white by his Mercie,but will not by his Juſtice ; whereof this my Letter of advice to yo » ſhall 
be a witneſs betwixt God , your ſelf, and me: and therefore, as you love mee, hazard not your life 
for my ſakegbut preſerve #t for your own. As it is in your will to make your ſtay from mee 8s long or 
ſhort as you plea legſo it (hall be in my pleaſure to Fudge thereof, and thereby likewiſe of your affecion 
rome. I wiſhI could be more yours then I am,and yorr ſelf as often in my fight and company, as I 
defire God proſper you in your Stay , and me in your abſence. 


SALYNA 


V aſi having thus ſcttled h's aff:&ion and affairey wich Salyna, he ſees with grief that it is 
now almoſt impoſlivle for him to ſee her in Clerauzx, becaulc of the vigilant and watchfull eye 
of his Son George, overhimſelt and his ations here in Fribourg z wherefors notwithſtandi 
her wholeſome and religious advice to him to beware of bloud, yet his Juftfull affe&ion $0 
her doth ſo outbrave and conquer.hisnaturall love to him, that to ſatirfic his inordinat con» 
cupiſcence,and to give content to his obſcene and beaftly defires, he vows he willſſbortly 
ſend him to Heaven in a bloudy Coffin. Now the ſooner and-better for him to compaſs and 
finiſh this his deplorable ſtratagem, and unnaturall reſolution againſt his Son , his counſcllour 
the Devill adviſeth him that he muſt for a ſhore time make yi! weather with him, 


and gild over all his ſpzeches and aftions to his wife Heſter, with eſpeA and courteliezthe 
which aft; doth ſpecdily put in praftice : Sofora moneth or ecks time, he ſces not $a- 
lyaz, but albchings (to theeye of the World)go in great peace, affc&tion , and tranquility be 
wwixe Father, Mothcr,and Son. But this falſe Sunſhine will be too ſoon o'retaken with a diſ- 
mall torm and temp:ſ : for what religious or Chriſtian ſhew foever Vaſti externally makey 
uncothem, yet although he have God in his tongue , he nevertkelcfſc internally carries 
the Devill about him in his heart; fo again and again he definitively vowes and ſwears to him= 
ſclf,that his Son George ſhall not live but die, Thus being refolme in his bloody purpofe, hee 
likewiſe reſolves to add policy to his malice againſt him,as thinking and hoping thereby,with 
more facility to draw him to the lure and ſnare which (in his diabolicall invention) he hath 
ordained for his deruction, he fils his head with the fumes and honour of military ations, 
inflamecs his courage with the generolity and dignity of a Souldier , whereunto as alſo to tra= 
vell into our Countrics, he knew that this his Son of himſclf was already ambitioully inclined 
aud affefted. At other times he repreſenteth to him , to how many dammages and dangers 
idleneſs is expoſ:d and ſubje&, and what a noble pars and ornament it is in young men to 
learn Vertucs abroad, thereby to be the mare capable to know how to praiſe them at home, 
and with what renown and glory their Anceſtours have heretofore beaten and ruincd the Dukes 
of Burgundie,thcic profelſcd cnemies , , and now made themſelves and their Countrey famoug 
to the greateſt Princes and Potentates of Europyeſpecially rothe Kings of France and y 10 pheg 
theſe many years, and now likewiſe at preſent (qd. he) do cqually court our aff:Qions and 
ſervice,though not with the ſame or like integrity. And theſe ,and ſuch treacherous LeAuxes, 

doth Y a{ti till read unto his Son George; as often as he cals him into his company and preſence 

untill at Iaft the fame and name of a Souldier , and the honour of traveN, have fo ſurpriſed his 
youthfull aff:&ion, and ſciz'd on his ambitious reſolutions, that at laft he beſcecheth his Fa» 

ther to ſend him abroad in ſome martiall ſervice, or generous imployments But the Father 
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and frequently importuned by him to thateff.Ct; the which he doth ; When at laſt his Father 

romiſcth to ſend him to Rowe, to his Uncle Andrew I ajti, who (he faith) is a chiet Captain 
of one of the Companies of this preſenr Pop: Urbun VII. his Guard 3; who was an old man 
very rich, and without wife, childe, or kinſman with him. George thanks his Father for this 
his courtclic and honour, and irportuneth him again and again to haſten this his dzparture 
and Journey to Rome to his Uclz, th: which he then firmly promiſeth him: but yer the greateſt 
difficulty hereof is, how he may obtain his Wites conſent to this journey of her Sin 3 who at 
ficſt oppoſerh ir very ſtrongly and paſſiznaily, as knowing her Son to be her only childe, her 
right arm, a great part of her {clt, th: del:git and joy of her life, and the prop aud ftay of 
her age. Bat the Father leaves his S>n to draw and obcain his Mothers conſent, as policickly 
knowing and foreſecinp, that the leſs himſel;i, and the more his Sn imporcun'd her, the ſooner 
ſh: would grant it ; the which indeed fell out as he expcAtzd. Only whereas the Son 1:9 teſt:d 
co ſtay four years abroad, his Father gave him but three, and his Mocher would grant vim bue 
two, whereunto at laſt both Father and Son were enforced to condeſcend 35 and now this cruel- 
h:arced Father provid:s his courceous natured Son George anew Suit of apparel, a Harie , and 
Money, and reſolves to accompany and bring him at fer as Turix in his journzyzwhich courtelic 
of his, bis Wife and Son cake moſt lovingly and thans:ully. The morn of George his d-par- 
ture comes, and b:cauſc his Mother the precedent night dream: that her Son ſhould dis in this 
journcy , ſhe was now exceeding forrowfull to ler him go and d Part irom her z bill bring 
again fortified and re&ificd by the advice of her Huthand, and likewiſe var quiſhed by the ime» 
porcunate requeſts and prayers of her Son, ſh: bedews his cheeks with her rears, gives him 
much good counſcl, ſom: gold, and her blicfling;z and fo they take leave each of other , God 
putting apprehenſion into her hearr, and the Devil aſſirance into her Hausbands refolutions that 
ſhe ſhould never ſee her Son again: And indeed I write with grief, that we fhall progrets very 
little farther in this Hiſto! y, befor: we ſee her dream verifi.d, and her apprchenſion conficmed, 
The manner thus . 

For V aſt: (bcing privately as refolute in His malice anc. revenge: to his S2n, as this his Son is 
Innocent in not deſerving it of his Father) is {o far from bringing him to Tur, as ke will not 
bring him as far as Gexeva, but a mile betore he comes to Loſanzws (where he tells his Sen he 
would Ilye thatnight) che night approaching, and in a long narrow Lanz, where he faw that 
no earthly cye could fee him (being wholly deprived of the grace and fear of God, ard ab- 
ſolutely abandoned to Saran and H:1l) as his ſon rides clofc before him, ke ſhoots him thorow 
the back with his Piſto!, charged with a brace of bullets, who immediarly falling dead to the 
ground, he there deſcer:5 his horſe, and ( without any remorſe or picty, as no father , but ra- 
ther as a Dzvil incarna:. « off his noſe, moſt lamtntably ſcars and manegl:s his face, that he 
mihgt not be known, as kes him on his ſhoulders, and there throws him into a deep dicch 
or precipice, as alſo the fac und bridle of his horfe, and turning the horſe to ſeck his torrune 
in the wide filds, he (to p: ;yide for his ſafety) rid:s (witdy to Mrges, and there very f{.cr=tly 
haſheth himſelf up, pretending to be fick, and eight days being expircd (which was the prefixed 
time and day, he gave his wife for his return) he by a contrary Road way of Relle and Saint 
Claude, arrives home to Fribourg to her, brings her word of the kcaith of her Con, and of the 
remembrance of his duty to her, and :har ke I:fc him w-ll in Turin cxpeRting the benefic of 
good company to travel up to Rome z whereat, harmlcfs loving Mother, th: weeps for joy, and 
yet rejoyceth in weeping. | 

And now for ſome ten dayggt g&& his return irom ating this woſull and d:plorabl; Tragedy 
on his ſon, he keeps a good camdpgondency and decorum with his Wite Hefterz but at ihe end 
thereof ((olcly forgetting his Keart"and foul, his God and his conſcicnce, his promiics and 
oaths, and his attonement and reconciliation (he again falls into the dangcrous relapſc of his 
former old Vice; Whoredom and Drunkenncls ; and yet counſclicd by a better Angel then bis 
own, he forbears to beat her, as well ſeeing, and now knowing, that thereby nothing redound- 
ed to him, but ſcandal and ſcorn from all his neighbors, friends, and kinsfolks. But now his Juft 
is again ſo great, and his defires ſo fervently Iaſcivious towards Salyza, that in ſtaying leſs than 
eight weeks, he thinks he hath ſtayed more than ſeven years from her ; when pretending another 
Journey to his Wifczhe rides over to Cleraux to her. Salyna gives him many kiffcs for his welcoms 
and a many more for relating to her, that he hath ſent away his ſon! George ro Rome, & to refide 
and live therc; for ſh: being his Fathers ftrumpether guilty and fintul conſcience made her ſtand 
in extream fear of him; but yet amidſt her kiſſes & pleaſures with him, (r:membring the tenour 
and contents of his laſt Letter to her,and her anſwer thereof to him)her thoughts are ſomething 
touched with doubt,and hermind affaultcd & perplex:d with fear,that the Father had played no 
fair play with his Son, but that in regard of his invetcratc malice ro him for beating her, he 

might have ſcnt him to heaven, andnot to Rowe, | To 
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To which purpoſe, ſhe fecls and ſound him every way, but he is as conſtant to deny it, 'as ſhe 08 
curiousto enquire after it, So ſhee believing that he had afſumed no bloudy choughts againſt 
his Son, ſhz isnot yet ſo devoyd of grace, or exempt of goodnefs , but ſhe gives him this re« 
ligious caveat for a Memento, which ſhe delivers to him acccnrively and paſſionatly , Thar if 
ſhe knew he had made away his Son by any untimely end, or unnaturall accident, orthat he 
were any way accefſary to any prodigious difafter which had befaln him , ſhe vowd to God, 
and ſwore to him, that the would ſpit in his face, difdain his company, and rejett his affe &i- 
onand himſclt for eyer ; for thar ſhe was moft aſſured and confident that God( in his due time) 
would pour down vengeance and confufion on thoſe whom the Devill had ſeduced and drawn 
to imbrue their hearts and hands in innocent bloud. But Vafti is paſt grace, and therefore 
ſlightly paſſerh over theſe vertuous ſpeeches of his vitious Salyne , with a denyaſl and a kiſs; 
and then they fall to their mirth and familiarity , and he ftaycs there all that day, and lies 
with her the whole night following 3 but ftill Selyna( reſembling her ſelf and her profeſſion) 
js very fingrative of his Gold, and he as ſotriſhly prodigall in giving it to her, as ſhe is co- 
vetons to crave and defire it of him : ſo (aftcr he had glutted himſclf with his beaſtly pleaſures 
of Salyna) hc the next day rides home to his wife, who knowing where, and with whom hc 
had been,and confidering it robe the firſt cime of his new crrour , and his firſt relapſe into his 
old one, frnce their reconciliation, ſhe ſayes nothing to him to diſcontent him but yer thinks 
and fears the more. When retiring her ſelf into her Garden ( after many bicter fighs and 
tears for theſe her immerited croflcs and calamitries )ſhe there grieves and repents herſelt for per- 
mitting her Son George to go to Rome, and a thouſand thouſand times witheth his return to 
affift and comfort her ; but her tcars herein prove as vain, as her wiſhcs arc impoſſible to be ct- 
ſeftcd, although ar preſent very needfall and neceflary for her. 

For now V afti her Husband (to make her ſorrows the more infinite, her hopes the more def- 
prrate , and her afflitions the more remidieleſs ) falls again to his old prattice of beating her, 
notwichitanding all his latc Oaths and new promiſes to the contrary zbut he the more eſpecial- 
ly playcs the Tyrant with her in this kind , when he comes home to her from his cups and 
whorcs, for ſhe knows with gricf, that he retains and entertains more than Sana, only ſhe 
is too ſure that Sly, hath his purſe, his company , his affcC&ion , and his heart at her com- 
mand , far more than her ſelf; ſhe ſends her fighs to Heaven, and her prayers to God, that(out 
of che profundity of his mercy and goodneſs he would be pleaſed , cither to amend her Huſ- 
band or to end her ſelf; for griefs, ſorrows, and affliftions are ſo heaped on her, and (like the 
waves of the Sca) fall fo faſt once upon the neck of the other to her , that ſhe is weary of her 
life , and of her ſelf. When on a time: after he had cruclly beaten her,torn off her head. attire, 
given her a black cyc and ſwoln face, and diſheveld and diſparpled her haire about her cars and 
ſhonlders( making God her Prote&or,and Chamber ker Sanftuary,cxcmpting her ſervants who 
came to affiſt and comfort her, and faſt bolting her door ) the to her ſelf very penfively and 
moarnfully breaths forth theſe ſpeeches. Eats 

O poor Heſter, what ſenfible grief is it to my heart, to think, and matchlcſs torments to 
thy mind, to ſee and remember, that whiles thou arc true to thy Husband V «ſti, he proves both 
Ingratefull and falſe to thee, and that he continually makes it his delight and glory to hate 
theewho art his dear wife , purpoſely to beſtow his time and his affeQion, yea to caſt away his 
eſtate and himſclf, on his lewd young trumpet Salyna. O were he more happy and leſs guilty 
In that laſcivious and beaftly crime, 1 ſhould rhen be leſs miſerable, and more patient and joy= 

lin the remembrancethereof. O how wretched is his eftate and condition! and therefore 
bow miſcrablcis thine , in tuat he wilfully forſakes God and his Church to follow adultery 
and drunkenneſs, and abandoneth all picty and prayer, to Shipwrack himſclf, and ( which is 
worſe) his ſoul, upon all carnall pleaſures and voluptuous ſenſualicies; The which gricving 
toſce, and almoft drowning my ſelf night and day in my tcars to underſtand ; I have none but 
God to affiſtme in theſe my bitter afflitions and miſcrics , and under God, none, bur my 
op:full Son George , left to comfort me in theſe my unparalleld calamitics and diſconſolati-. 
ons. Therefore, O God, if everthou heardeſt the prayers , or beheldeſt the tears of a poor 
miſerable diſtreſſed woman , becauſe I can neither now ſee, nor futurely hope for any refor- 
mation in the life & ations of my debauched and vicious Husband , be(beſeech thee)fo indul- 
&nt and gracious to me, thy moſt unworthy Hand-maid, that cicher ſhortly thou return me 
my {aid Son from Roe , or ſpecdily take me to thy ſelf in Heaven 3 But yet O my bleſſed Sa- 
Nour and Redeemer , not my, bur thy will be done in all chings. | 
She having thus (privarly to her ſelf ) vented her ſorrows, but not as yet found the means, 
elther how to remedy or appeaſe them, becauſe her Husband is no Changcling,, but is ſtill re» 
lolute in this ingratcfoll unkindneſs and cruelty towards her, ſhce is now reſolved 
thou zh with infinite grief and rcluſtation) to acquaintthe Preacher of the Pariſh and ſome 
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twixc chemhad her Son nor diverced her from it; For being «xcceding carctull ro preſerve his 
Mothers right and r:putation , he prayes her to ſtay,alleadging that he would prefently ferch 
and condudt his Father to h:r Chamber to her, as holding it more requiſit and jR,that the 
D linquent , ſhou!d fi:{t fceand ſeck the party wronged , before the party ſees the D-linquene 
whercat {he cannot refrain from ſmiling,and then bids him go : So George deſcends to the Gar.. 
den 3 and acq 14ints his Father with his Muthers trez diſpoſition , and checrfull reſolution to a 
perpetuall pzace with him, whercart he ſ-ems infinicly gled ard joytull, and fo afccrdber 
Chamber, and having ſaluted her, tcls her, that he is very forrowfull aud repentant for his for. 
mer ill carriage and unkindne(s towards her , whereof he prayes her pardon , and conſtant} 
vows reformation 3 fo this his vertuous and kind wite Heſter freely forgets and forgives I aij; 
hcr Husband; and then he gives her many kiffes in requirall , and bids his Son George to pro. 
Vide gocd cher for Supper 3 and the better to ſeal ard ſolemnize rhis -their reconciliation 
and atonement , he bids him to invite ſome of their Kinsfolks and Neighbours to be preſent 
thercat, who were formerly acquainted with their debates and diff.rences 3 where no gogd 
cheer and choyce wine is wanting; So they are wonderfull frolick , picafant, and merry, all re- 
Joyce at this good nz:w*,and highly applaud their Son George,for his diſcreet carriage and care 
in the managing ot this buſineſs. Thus all chings ſeem to be fully reconciled , and here Vaſti 
drinks many tim:s to his wite Heſter, and ſhe again to her Husband with much :ffc@&ion and 
joy : When Supper being end:d, their guclts departed,and their Son George having reccived 
borh of their blLſlings , ihzy betake themfclves to their Chamber and bed. 

Now (in all humane ſenſe and reaſon )who would once conceive or think, that after this 
Mcadow conference of Vati to his Son George , but that this his now TI able reconciliation with 
his wite Heſter were true,and pronounced with much. integrity from himiclt, wich dcep af- 
{. tion to hcr , and infinite z:al and devotion to God 3 but Alas nothing lefs, for here I am in- 
forced to relate , that Vaſti che ſame night had nor lain in B:d by his wife tive or tix hourcs, 
bur ſhe(good woman){l:eping in her innocency, he(as a devill incarnate ) was waking in his 
malice and revenge, and laughing in his f{lceve to fee how cunningly and ſubtilly he hath Julled 
2{lcep the courage of his Son, with a Meadow confercnce,and the jealoufic of his Wife with a 
Supp:r, and a few ſweer words and kiſſes : When-here againe.the Dc:vill blowing the coles to 
his luſt, and marſhalling up his former obſcene defires and reſolutions, only his body is in bed 
with his wife Heſter, here in Fribourg , but his aff.Ction and heart is ſtill in the boſome of his 
Strumpet Salyza in Clerauxz yea the D:vill I ay, is now both ſo bukic and ſo'firong with him, 


that (as a hclliſh couaſcilour, and prodigious pen-man ) hee writes down this definitive ſene WM. 


rence in his thoughts, and fatall rcſoJurion iu his heart : That Salyna be will Jove, and his wife 
Heſter he carinot, and that ſhortly hc will give ſo ſharp a revenge to his Son George,for his diſ- 
obedi:nce towards himgand for beating of his Salynazas ſhe ſhall haye no further cauſe to feare 
his cruel:y,nor himſclf his courage, and becauſe he prefers her Jove to his own life (as being 
dangecroufly intangled and captivated in the ſnarcs of her youth and beauty ) he likewiſe rc- 
ſolves to write and ſend her a Letter the very next morning. | 

Now judge Chriſtian Reader, is not this like to prove a ſweet reformation and reconcili- 
ation of / ajti to his wife and Son , fith thefe are the ſparks which diffuſe and flic out from the 
fire of his luſt , and the fatall lines which ifſuc forth trom the Centre of his bloudy heart , and 
Gnfull ſoul, for in the morning before his witfc is out of her bedghe isftireing and writes this Lets 
ter to Salyaa,which hee ſends herby a truſty meſſenger, 


VASTI tc@ SALYNA. 


Am plotting of a buſineſs, which will infinitly import both our contents; ſo if thou wilt reſolve to 
brook my abſeace, with as much patienceas I do thine with ſorrow , T ſhall finiſh it the ſooner, 
and conſequenily the ſooner ſee thee, I have met with an Accident, which I thought was wholly im- 
poſſible for me to meet with 3 and though at firſt it brought me ſear and affliftion , yet at length I was 
inforced to interpoſe diſcretion,in ſtead of courage, thereby to draw Jecurity out of policie , which I 
could not hope for out of reſijtance 3 for I muſt inform thee of this truth, that if my Zeal and affedion 
to thee had nor been of greater power and con(ideration then that of mine own life, 1 ſhould then with 


more facility and willingneſs rather have bazarded it jor thy ſake , then have reſerved it for mint 
own. But the miſts of thoſe doubts are now diſſipated,and 1he Clowds of theſe fears blown away; or if 


not , T will ſhortly take that order, that thou ſhalt have nocauſe to fear the one,or I to doubt the other. 


Whenl ſhall be ſo haj py to ſee thery] kaow not,bnt if fortune prove prepitious to my deſires and wiſhes, 


my return ſhall be ated with as much celeritygas it 15 eager ly longed for of me with affeion and paſe 


Ee 
ſion. VASTh ::; 
| | Salyng 


Hiſt XXIV: Valfontain and La Pratiere. = 383 bs. 


Sslyxa receives this Letter of V aſti with £quall fear and joy ; for as (he was lad to heare 
him and his news, ſo ſhe was ſorrowfull,as fearing that for her ſake he ſheuld imbark + 
{elf in ſome bloudy buſineſs, which might prove ruinous to them both s And although her 
apprehenſion do far exceed her knowledge herein , yet her ſuſpicion will give her no trace. 
neither can her jealouſte adminiſter any peace either to her heart or mind, before ſhe be reſol- 
ved by Vaſti of the doubtfull and different trath hereof, She is fo prophane and lIaſciviour,ag 
ſhe can content her felt ro make him guilty of Fornication; but yet Religion hath Icfe ſorme 
fparks and impreſſions of Picty in her, that ſhe would fill have him innocent of Revenge and 
Marther : to which efte&, by his own meſſenger ſhe returnes him this anſwer, 


SALYNA to VAST I. 


Ecauſe you deem mee unworthy to know your Deſignes, therefore T have a (ſumed the boldneſs to ſear 
them,in which regard and conſideration find it not ſtrange that Tnow intreat you to ingrave in 
your heart, ana imprint in your memory, that malice is moſt commonly Squire ey'd, and Revenge fill 
blind : therefore if you will not ruine our affefions and fortunes , take heed that you imbrue not your 
heart and hand in innocent blood; for Murtheris a crying and a Scarlet ſin , which God may forgave 


and malkg white by his Mercie,but will not by his Juſtice ; whereof this my Letter of advice toy8s ſhall 


be a witneſs betwixt God , your ſelf, and me: and therefore , as you love mee, hazard not your life 
for my ſakegbut preſerve it for your own. As it is in your will to make your ſtay from mee 8s long or 
ſhort as you pleaſegſo it (hall be in my pleaſure to Fudge thereof, and thereby likewiſe of your affeion 
rome. IwiſhI could be mare yours then I am,aad your ſelf as often in my fight and company, as I 
defire God proſper you in your Htay , and me in your abſence. 


SALYNA 


V aſti having thus ſcttled h's aff:Qion and affaires iwith Salyna, he ſees with grief that it is 
now almoſt impollivle for him to ſee her in Cleraux , becauſe of the vigilant and watchfull eye 
of his Son George, overhimſelt and his ations here in Fribourg z wherefore notwithſtandi 
her wholeſome and religious advice to him to beware of bloud, yet his Juftfull affeRion $0 
her doth ſo outbrave and conquer.hisnaturall love to him, that to ſatizfic his inordinat con- 
cupiſcence,and to give content to his obſcene and beaftly defires, he vows he will|ſbortly 
ſend him to Heaven in a bloudy Coffin. Now the ſooner and\better for him to compaſs and 
fniſh this his deplorable ſtratagem, and unnaturall reſolution agaiaſt his Son , his counſellour 
the Devill adviſeth him that he muſt for a ſhore time make hy weather with him, 


and gild over all his ſpzechcs and ations to his wife Heſter, with eſpcA and courtefiezthe 
which aft: doth ſpeedily put in praftice : So for a moncth or ecks time, he ſces not Sa- 
lyag , but alk chings (to theeye of the World)go in great peace, afiction , and tranquility be= 
twixe Father, Mothcr,and Son. But this falſe Sunſhine will be too ſoon o'retaken with a diſ- 
mall torm and tremp-:ſ : for what religious or Chriſtian ſhew ſoever Yaſti externally makey 
unco them, yet although he have God in his tongue , he neverthelcfic internally carries 
the Devill about him in his heart; fo again and again he definitively vowes and ſwears to him- 
ſclf,that his Son George ſhall not live but die, Thus being refolme In his bloody purpofe, hee 
likewiſe reſolves to add policy to his malice againſt him,as thinking and hoping thereby,with 
more facility ro draw him to the lure and ſnare which (in his diabolicall invention) he hath 
ordained for his dcftruCtion, he fils his head with the fumes and honour of military a Giong 
inflames his courage with the generolity and dignity of a Souldier , whereunto as alſo to tra» 
vell into our Countrics , he knew that this his Son of himſelf was already ambitiouſly inclined 
aud affefted. Art other times he repreſenteth to him , to how many dammages and dangers 
idleneſs is expoſ:d and ſubje&, and what a noble pars and ornament it is in young men to 
lcarn Vertucs abroad, thereby to bethe more capable to know how topraRiſc them at home, 
and with what renown and glory their Anceftours have heretofore beaten and ruined the Dukeg 
of Burgundie,thcic profeſicd cnemies , , and now made themſelves and their Countrey famoug 
to the greateſt Princes and Potentates of Europyeſpecially rothe Kings of Fraxce and $ / eo phy 
theſe many years , and now likewiſe at preſent (qd. he) do cqually court our affcCtions and 
ſervice,though not with the ſame or like integrity. And cheſe ,and ſuch treacherous LeQtages, 
doth Pati till read unto his Son George, as often as he cals him into his company and preſence 
untill at Iaft the fame and name of a Souldier , and the honour of travel, have ſo ſurpriſed his 
youthfull aff:&ion, and ſciz'd on his ambitious reſolutions, that at laft he beſcecheth his Fa- 
ther to ſend him abroad in ſame marctiall ſervice, or generous imployments But the Father 


being as cunning as his Son is raſh and inconſideratc,ſuffercth himſclf of purpoſe to be _— 


— 
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and frequently importuned by him to that cff.Ct; the which he doth : When at laſt his Father 
promiſcth to ſend him to Rowe, to his Uncle Andrew I ajti, who (he ſaith) is a chiet Captain 
of one of thc Companies of this preſenr Pop: Urbun VII his Guard 3; who was an old man, 
very rich, and without wife, childe, or kinſman with him. George thanks his Father for thig 
his courtclic and honour, and inportuncth him again and again to haſten this his departure 
and Journey to Rome to his Lick: th: which he then firmly promiſeth him: but yer the greateſt 
diffiulry hereof iz, how he may obtain his Wites conſent to this journey of her Sin 3 who at 
ficſt oppoſerh ir very ſtrongly and paſſiznaily, as knowing her Son to be her only childe , her 
right arm, a great part of her ſclt , th= del:it and joy of. her Tife, and the prop and tay of 
her age. But the Father leaves his S>n to draw and obrain his Mothers conſent, as politickly 
knowing and foreſecing, that the leſs him(ſcii, and the more his Sn importur'd her, the fooner 
ſh: would grant it; the which indeed fell out as he expc&ed. Only whereas the Son 1:9 1elt:d 
co ſtay four years abroad, his Father gave him but three, and his Mocher would grant vim bur 
two, whereuntoat laſt both Father end Son were enforced to condeſcend 3 and now this crucl- 
h:arced Father provid:s his courteous narured Son George anew Suit of apparel, a Harie , and 
Money, and reſolyes to accompany and bring him at far as Turin in his journ:zyzwhich courtclis 
of his, bis Wifc and Son cake moſt lovingly and than«:ully. The morn of George his d:par- 
ture comes, and b:cauſc his Mother the precedent night dreamt that her Son ſhould die in this 
journey , ſhe was now exceeding -forrowtull to fer him go and d-part from her 3 bat being 
again fortified and re&ificd by the advice of her Hathand, and likewiſe var quiſhed by the im» 
portunate requeſts and prayers of her Son, ſh: bedews his checks with her rears, gives him 
much good counſcl, ſom: gold, and her blcfling z and fo they take leave each of otter , God 
putting apprehenſion into her hearr, andthe Devil aff irance into her Husbands refolutions that 
ſh: ſhould never ſee her Son again : And indeed | write with grief, that we {hall progreſs very 
little farther in this Hifto! y, befor: we ſee her dream verifi.d, and her appichcnſion conhicmed, 
The manner thus . 

For V aſti (bcing privately as reſolute in tis malic2 anc. reverg: to his Son, as this his Son is 
innocent in not deſcrving it of his Father) is (o far from bringing him to Turin, as he will not 
bring him as far as Gexeva, but a mile betore he comes to Loſanna (where he tells his Sen he 
would lye that night) che night approaching, and in a long narrow Lanzs, where he faw that 
no carthly cye could fee hin (being wholly deprived of the grace and fear of God, ard ab- 
ſolutely abandoned to'Satan and Hci!) as his ſon rides cloic before him, he ſhoots him thorow 
the back with his Piſt»?!, charged with a brace of bullets, who immediatly falling dcad to the 
ground, he there deſcer:5 his horſe, and ( without any rcmorte or pity, asno father , but ra- 
ther as a Dzvil incarnat. « off his noſe, moſt Iamtntably ſcars and manglzs his face, thar he 
mihgt not be known, ad kes him on his ſhoulders, and there throws himinto a deep dicch 
or precipice, as alſo the fac and bridle of his horſe, and turning the horſe to ſeck his torrune 
in the wide fi-Ids, he (top. ;-ide for his ſafety) rid:s ſwitdy to Mzrges, and there very f{.crtly 
haſheth himſelf up, pretending to be fick, and eight days being expircd (which was the prefixed 
time and day, he gave his wife for his return) he by a contrary Road way of Recle and Saint 
Claude, arrives home to Fribourg to her, brings her word of the health of her ſon, and of the 
remembrance of his duty to her, and har he I:fc him w-1l in Turin cxpcfting the benific of 
good company to travel up to Rome z whereat, harmleſs loving Mother, the weeps for joy, and 
yet rejoyceth in weeping. | 

And now for ſome ten dayggftge his return from ating this woſull and deplorabl; Tragedy 
on his ſon, he kceps a good carmdgondency and decorum with his Wite Fefterz but at ihe end 

thereof ((olely forgetting his keart"and foul, his God and his conſci:nce, his promiics and 
oaths, and his attonement and reconciliation (he again falls into the dangcrous relapſc of his 
former old Vice; Whoredom and Drunkennc(s ; and yet counſclled by a better Angel then bis 
own, he forbears to beat her, as well ſeeing, and now knowing, that thereby nothing redound- 


ed to him, but ſcandal and ſcorn from all his neighbors, friends, and kinsfolks. But now his luſt . 


is again ſo great, and his deſires ſo fervently Iafcivious towards Salyza, that in ſtaying leſs than 
eight weeks, he thinks he hath ſtayed more than ſeven years from her ; when pretending another 
Journey to his Wifczhe rides over to Cleraux to her. Salyna gives him many kiſlcs for kis welcom, 


and a many more for relating to her, that he hath ſent away his ſor! George to Rome, & to refide = 


and live therc; for ſh: being his Fathers ftrumpether guilty and finful conſcience made her ſtand 
In extream fear of him; but yet amidft her kiffcs & pleaſures with him, (remembring the tenour 
and contents of his laſt Letter to her,and her anſwer thereot to him)her thoughts are ſomeching 
| touched with doubt,and her mind affaulted & perplex:d with fear,that the Father had play:d no 
fair play wich his Son, but that in regard of his inveterate malice ro him for beating herz he 
might have ſcnt him to heaven, andnot to Rowe, | To 


- 
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To which purpoſe, ſhe fecls and ſound him every way, buthe is as conſtant to deny it "as ſhe 


curious tO enquire after it, So (hee believing that he had afſumed no bloudy choughts againſt 
his Son, ſhz isnor yet ſo devoyd of grace, or exempt of goodneſs , but ſhe gives him this re» 
ligious caveat for a Memento, which ſhe delivers to him acccmively and paſſionatly , Thar if 
ſhe knew he had made away his Son by any untimely end, or unnaturall accident, orthat he 
were any way acceſſary to any prodigious difaſter which had befaln him , ſhe vowd to God, 
and ſwore to him , that ſhe would ſpit in his face, difdain his company, and rejett his affe&i- 
onand himſclt for ecyer ; for thar ſhe was moſt afſured and confident that God( in his due time) 
would pour down vengeance and confuſion on thoſe whom the Devill had ſeduced and drawn 
to imbrue their hearts and hands in innocent bloud. Bur Vaſt: is paft grace, and therefore 
ſlightly paſſech over theſe vertuous ſpeeches of his vitious Salyas , with a denyaſll and a kiſt; 
and then they fall to their mirth ms familiarity , and he ftaycs there all that day, and lies 
wich her the whole night following 3 bur ftill Selyza( reſembling her ſelf and her profeſſion) 
js very fingrative of his Gold, and he as ſotriſhly prodigall in giving it to her, as ſhe is co- 
vetons to crave and defire it of him : ſo (aftcr he had glutted himſelf with his beaſtly pleaſures 
of Salyna) hc the next day rides home to his wife, who knowing where, and with whom he 
had b=en,and conlidering it ro be the firſt cime of his new errour , and his fiſt relapſe into his 
old one, fince their reconciliation, ſhe ſayes nothing to him to diſcontent him; but yer thinks 
and fears the more. When retiring her ſelf into her Garden ( after many bitter fighs and 
tears for theſe her immerited crofſes and calamiries )ſhe there grieves and repents herſelt for per- 
mitting her Son George to go to Rome, and a thouſand thouſand times witheth his return to 
affift and comfort her ; but her tcars herein proveas vain, as her wiſhcs arc impoſſible to be ct- 
ſe&cd, although ar preſent very needfull and neceflary for her. 
For now V aſti her Husband (to make her ſorrows the more infinite, her hopes the more def- 
perate , and her affliftions the more remidieleſs ) falls again to his old prattice of beating her, 
notwichſtanding all his latc Oaths and new promiſes to the contrary ;but he the more eſpecial- 
ly playes the Tyrant with her in this kind , when he comes home to her from his cups and 
whorcs, for ſhe knows with grief, that he retains and entertains more than Sana, only ſhe 
is to9 ſure that S2lyzz hath his purſe, his company , his affcC&ion , and his heart at her com- 
mand , far more than her ſelf; ſhe ſends her fighs to Heaven, and her prayers to God, that(out 
of the profundity of his mercy and goodneſs he would be pleaſed , cither to amend her Huſ- 
band or to end her ſelf; for gricfs, ſorrows, and affliftions are ſo heaped on her, and (like the 
waves of the Sca) fall fo faſt one upon the neck of the other to her , that ſhe is weary of her 
life, and of her fclf. When on a time after he had cruelly beaten her,torn off her head. attire, 
given her a black cye and ſwoln face, and diſheveld and diſparpled her haire about her cars and 
ſhoulders( making God her Prote&or,and Chamber her Sanftuary,cxcmpting her ſervants who 
came to affiſt and comfort her, and faſt bolting her door ) fhe to her ſelf very penfavely and 
mournfully breaths forth theſe ſpeeches. HR Ns 
O poor Heſter, what ſenfible grief is it to my heart, to think, and matchleſs torments to 
thy mind, to ſee and remember, that whiles thou arc true to thy Husband V «ſti, he proves both 
Ingratefull and falſe to thee, and that he continually makes it his delight and glory to hate 
theewho art his dear wife , purpoſely to beſtow his time and his affe&ion, yea to caſt away his 
eſtate and himſclf, on his lewd young ftrumper Salyna. O were he more happy and leſs guilty 
In that laſcivious and beaſtly crime, I ſhould then be leſs miſerable, and more patient and joy- 
full in the remembrancethereof. O how wretched is his eſtate and condition! and therefore 
bow miſerable is thine , in tuat he wilfully forſakes God and his Church to follow adultery 
and drunkenneſs, and abandoneth all piety and prayer, to Shipwrack himſclf, and ( which is 
worſe) his ſoul, upon all carnall pleaſures and voluptuous nfralicies; The which gricving 
toſce, and almoſt drowning my ſelf night and day in my tcars to underſtand ; I have none but 
God to aſſiſt me in theſe my bitter aflitions and miſcrics , and under God, none , bur my 
op-full Son George , left to comfort me in theſe my unparalleld calamitics and diſconſolati-. 
ons. Therefore, O God, if everthou heardeſt the prayers , or beheldeft the tears of a poor: 
miferable diſtreſſed woman , becauſe I can neither now ſee, nor futurely hope for any refor- 
mation in the life & ations of my debauched and vicious Husband , be(beſeech theeYſo indul- 
gent and gracious to me, thy moſt unworthy Hand-maid, that cither ſhortly thou return me 
my ſaid Son from Rime , or fpecdily take me to thy ſelf in Heaven 3 But yet O my bleſſed Sa- 
Nour and Redeemer , not my, bur thy will be done in all things. | 
She having thus (privarly to her ſelf ) vented her forrows, but not as yet found the means, 
ether how to remedy or appeaſe them, becauſe her Husband is no Changeling, bur is ſtill re» 
oute in this ingratefnll unkindneſs and cruelty towards her, ſhce is now reſolved 
( thouzh with infinite grief and rcluCtation) to _— the Preacher of the Pariſh and ſome 
| wa 
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xwo bf her Husbands drereft and neereft Kinstolks to ſpeak with him again: , and to acquaing 
them with his pernitious relapſe into all his old vices of Drunkennefſe , Whordome, and figh« 
ting » and todefirethem to uſe all their poſlible power co divert him from it , wherein hep 
reſolation hath this juſt excuſe , that if they cannor work it , none bur God can; Bur all 
their care, aff:&ion and z:al cannot prevail with him; For he with the filihy Dog runs to 
his vomit, and with the brutiſh Swine againe to wallow in the durt, and weltcr in the mire of 
his former vices and voluptuouſneſs. For now her Husband V/ aftz is oftner at Cleranx with 
his Salya, then at home at Fribourg with his wite, who ( as formerly we have underſtood) 
fill makes him pay dear for his pleaſures, and as a ſubtle rooking firumper, ewpticth kis Purſe 
of his Gold, as faſt as he fooliſhly filleth ir , he being not contented to walt his body , to Ship. 
wrack his reputation, to caft away his time , but alſo to caſt away bis cftate , and himfclfe on 
her; the which his vertuous wife cannot but obſerve with ſorrow, ard remember with griefe 
and vexation, but ſhe ſees it impoſſible for her how to redreſs it : For ſhe is not capable to dif 
ſemble her diſcontent to him fo privatly, as he publikly makes known his cruclty to her, 
whecrefore her thoughts ſuggeſt her, and her judgment pron: pts her, to prove another cxperis 
ment and tryall on him. To which cnd ſhe tcls him, that it he will not henceforth abandon 
beating of her, forſzke his old vices, and become a new man, at:d a reformed Husband , thay 
then all delayes ſer a part , (he will ſpeedily (by ſome one ot her nearcfi Kinsfolks )ſend Poaft 
to Rome to his Brother Captain Azdrew V aſti, that her Son George return home to her to Fri. 
bourg, the which ſhe is more then confident, upon the receipt ot her firſt Lettery he will ſpee= | = 
dily and joyfully performe. | 
Her Husband V a#i is extremly galled with this ſpeech , and netled with this reſolution of | 
his wifc Heſter, becauſe( wretched villain as he is Yhc (but too well) knows he hath already fent 
his Son to Heaven in a bloudy winding. ſh-er, and therefore both fears and knows, thatb 
this his wifcs ſcading Poaſt ro Rome, his d:plorable and damn:d fat will infallibly burſt forth 
and come to light , the which therefore to prevent,he (as bad and cru:ll hearted as the D-yill f 
himſclfJis <xccrably reſolved to heap Ofſa upon Pelionr, ro'add blond to bloud , and murthee Þ | 
c 

c 

[ 

C 


to murtherz and ſo now $0 poyſon the Mother his wite, as he had lately piftolled his and her 
only Son to death. O Heſter, it had becn a fingvlar happineſs for chee, that thou hadit not thus 
threatned thy Husband V ſtz, to ſend to Rome for thy Son George, but that thou hadR either 
been dumb when thou ſpakeſt it, or he deaf when he heard it ; for hereby thinking co preſerve 
thou: haft cxtreamly indangered thy ſclf , and hoping to make thy Son rhy retuge and cham. 
pion, I fcar with gricf, and grieve with fear, that thou haſt made thy (cl the ruine of thy felfe, Þ t 
For V aſti is ſo ſtrong with the Devill, and ſo weak with God, in this his bloody dchign, to E 
murther his wife Heſter, as neither grace or Nature, Religion or God , the fer of his bodies 
cortures in this life, or of his ſoules torments in that co come arc ble ro divere him from it, 
he having no other reaſon for this his damnable rage, nor no other cauſe for this his intcrnall a 
and helliſh cruelty, but this triviall and yer pittifu}l poor one, that his wite Heſter is an eye» fÞ |: 
ſore to him, becauſe his Saly»2 is ſo to h:r. A wretched xcuſe, and cxecrable Apology , and Y V 
no leſs execrable and wretched is he that makes it. So he ( turning his back ro God ; and hig y 
face and heart to the D-vill Y provids himſclf of ſtrong poyſen, and cunningly intuling it into | ® 
a musk Mcllon, which he knew ſheloved well , and reſolved tocat that day at dinner the greece Þ " 
© dily cating a great part o'*ir, before night dics thereof. * When very ſubtlely he gives our to 
his ſervants and N-ighbours, that ſh>dycd of a Surfer, in then and there cating too much of 
the mwusk Mcllon; and fo all of them confidently belceve and report. 

Thus we havciſcen with ſorrow, and underſtood with gricf, that this exccrable wretch Va- | th 
ſti hath playcd the part ofa Dzvill , in poyſoning his vertuous and barmelec(s wife Heſter, and | 
now we ſhall likewiſe ſee him play the part of an Hypocrite to conceal it , as if ie lay in his | ®i 
power to blind-fold the eyes of God , as wel , or as cafily, as to hood-wink thoſe of men from 
the fight and knowledge thereof. He ſeems wonderfull forrowfull tor his wites death, dights 
himſelfand his ſervants all in black, provides a great dinner , and performes her Funerall with | #! 
extraordidnary ſolemnity. But notwithſtanding God looks on him with his eye of Juſtice, for bij 
both theſe his cruell and inhumane barbarons murthers of his Son and wife , and therefore to 
now (in his provid:nce ) reſolves to punith him ſharply and ſeverely forthe fame; As mark Þ PF" 
the ſequell , and it will inftantly inform ushow, . ' = | | 

Our debauched and bloudy V afti, immediatly npon his wifes death and buriall, doth with- 7 
out intermiſſion haunt the houſe and company of bis laſcivious {trumpet Salyna at Cleraux, © 
ifthe injoying of her fight, preſence, and ſelf , were his chicfcſt delight, and moſt ſoveraigne b: 
earthly felicity. He ſpends a great part of hiscftate on her, and to ſatific her coverous and his Y 
luftfull defires, he is ax laſt enforced to morgage and ſell away all his Lands, For as long - - 
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had mony, ſhe was his, but when that fail:d him, then ſhe ( as a right trumpet, afted a 
true part of her ſelf ) failed in her accuſtomed Kindnefl: and familiaricy towards him , and 
caſts him cff. 

The judgements of God , and the decrees of Heaven, are as ſecret as ſacred, and as miraeu- 
lous as juſt , which we {hill ſee will now by degrees be apparently made good: and verifi:d in 
this monſter ofmcn, and D:vill of Fathers and H ibands , Faſt; . For kis manſion houſe, 
and all his uten(ills and moveables in Fribourge, arc conſumed with a ſudden fire, proceeding 
from a flaſh of lightning from Heaven as alſo all his granges of corn, and ſtacks of Hay , and 
yet thoſe of all his N:ighbours round about him are untouched and fafe. His corn a!ſo which 
grows in the Field brings forth little or no increaſe, his Vines wither and die away, all his hor- 
ſes are ſtoln from him, and moſt of tis Carell, Shcep and Goars, dic of a new and ſtrange diſ- 
eaſe 3 For being (as it were mad )chey wilfully and outragioutly run themſelves to death one 
againſt the other 3 he is amaz:d at all rheſc his Cunexpeted) wonderfull loffzs and crofſce,and 
yet this vile miſcreant and inhumane murthzrer, hath his con ſcience ſtill ſo ſeared up , and hig 
hearc and ſoul ſo ſtupified and obdurated by the D-vill, that he hath neither the will, power, 
or grace tolook np to Heaven or God, and fo to fee and acknowledge, trom whom and for 
what all theſc aff tions and calamitics befall him : He grows into great poverty , and again 
to raiſc him ard his fortuncs, ke now knows no other art or means Ictt him than to marry his 
ſtramper Salyna , to whom he hath given great ſtore of Gold, and 0» whom(as we have for- 
merly heard Jhe hath ſpznr the greateſt part of his Lands and Eftare, He fſe-ks her in marriage, 
b(h:aring of his great lofſ-s, and ſceing of his extreme poverty ) ſhe will not derogat from 
her j-1f, but very ingratetiully denics and diſdains him, and will wrt heaceforih permitc, him 
to enter intoher houſe, muchl:i[: to ſee or fp:ak with hita : he is wonacrtall bitten and gals 
1:4 with this her unkind repulſe,and then is driven to ſuch extreme wanis and neceſlity, as he is 
enforced to ſell and pawn away, all thoſe ſinall rrifls and chings which are lete him, thereby 
to give himſelf a very poor maintenance, So (as awretched Vagabond whom God had juft- 
ly abandoned for the enormity of hisdclidts and crimes) he now roams and ftrangleth up and 
down the ſtreets of Fribourg, and the Country Pariſh:s and houſes thereabouts, withour 
meat, mony or friends, and which infinitly worſe then all, wichout God, Burt all theſe his 
calamitics and diſaſters , are but the Harbingers and Fore-runners of greater miſcrics and py- 
niſhments , which are now ſaddenly and condignly prepared to ſurprize and befall him; where- 
of the Chriſtian Reader is religiouſly prayed to take deep notice, and full obſervation ; becauſe 
the glory of God, and the Triumphs of his Revenge, in theſe his ſudgements,do moſt divinely 
appzar, and thine forth to the whole world therein. 

V ifti on a time returning from Cleraux towards Fribourg ( where he had beento beg ſome 
mony or meat of Salyna, cirber whereof ſh: was ſo hard hearted to deny him ) the Providence 
and pleaſure of God ſo ordained it, That in the very fame Micadow and place, and ncer the 
ſame time and hour , which tormerly he, and his Sn George had their conference there(being 
very f.int and weary) he Jay himſelf down to {]:ep there at che foor oba wilde Cheſ-nur- trees 
yea, he there (1:pt fo ſoundly , the Sun being very hot , that he could not hear the great noyſe, 
and ont- cry which many peopl: there a far off niade 111 the Mcadow, for the taking of a furious 
mad Bill ; This Bul! I. ſay, no duubt but being ſent fron; God , ran dircaly to our f]-cping 
and fnorins Vai toft bim twice up in the ayre on his horns, tore his Noſc, and fo v oder 
fully manglcd his face, that all who came to his affiftance held him dead 3 but at laſt they knows 
ing him to be V {ti of Fribourg, and finding him faintly ro pant and breath forlite againſt death 
thcy tie off his clothes and apparell, and then apparantly diſcover and ſec, that this mad Bul 
with 1is horns hath made wo little holes in his belly, whereof at one of them a ſmall piece of 
his Gat hangs our, they carry him to the n:x: Cottage , and laying him down ſpeechle(s,they 
and himſelf believe, he cannot Jive half an hour to an end, and as yet he ftill remains ſpeech» 
If ; bur at lift breathing a lictle more, and well remembring himſelf, and ſecing this his dif- 
ate ron accident , it pleaſed the Lord (in the infinitencfi: of his goodneſs) to open the! eyes of 
his faith, to moliife the flintineſs of his hearr, to reform the deformity of his conſcience, and 
to p-r2e and cleanſe. the yolſjution of his ſon}, for now he Jaycs hold of Chrift Jeſus and his 
promiſes z forfakes: the D:vill and his treacheries, and God now ſo ordaineth and difpoſcth 


8 of him, that for want of other witneſſes {{eeing himſelf on the brink and in the Jaws of death) 


he now becommeth a witneſs againſt himſclf, and confefſzth before all the whole company; 

That hz it was neer Loſauna , who murthred hisown Son George with a Piſtol], and who fince 

poy ſoned his own wife Hefter with a Mugk Mellon, for which ewo foul and inhumane fafts of 
his, he taid, he from his heart and ſoul begged pardon and remiſſion of God. 

H:re upon this confeſſion , ſome of the company rid away to Fribourg , and acquaint the 
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Criminall Officers of Juttice thereot 3 who ſpeedily fend two Chirurgions to dreſs his wounds, 
and four Sergeantsto bring / aft: thither alive, it poſſibly they can. They ſearch his wounds, 
and although they find them mortal!, yet they believe he may live three or four dayes longer. 
So they bring him to Fryboyrg in a Cart, and there he likewiſe conteſicth to the Magiſtrates his 
two aforeſaid bloudy and crucll Marthers, drawn thereunto as he faith, by rhe treacherous al- 
lurements and temptations of the D:vill : S9 the ſame day,they tor fatisfation of theſe his un« 
naturall crimes do condenm himto bz hanged, and then his body to be Þrnt to Aſhes 3 which 
is accordingly cx:cuted in Fribourg , in the preſence of, a great concourſe of pzople, who came 
xo ſee him take his laſt farewell of the world, but they thinking and exp:&ing that hee would 
have made ſome rcligious ſp:ech at his death , hee therein deccived their hopes and defires: for 

| he only prayed to himſclf privatly, and then repeating the Lords Prayer, and the Crecd, and 
recommending his ſoul to God, and his body to Chriftian buriall, without once mentioning 
ornaming his Son George, his wite Heſter , or his ftrampct Sa{yna , he (lifting up his eyesto 
Heaven ) was turned over ; and although (bzing a tall and corpulent man) he there brake the 
Rope and fell , yer he was found ſtark dead on the ground, 

And thus was thr wretched life, and deſerved death of this bloudy Monſter of Nature V aft, 

May we therefore read this his Hiſtory to Gods glory, and to our own reformation. 
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| GODS REVENGE 


AGAINST 


THE CRYING AND 


Fxecrable Sin of Þ:urther: 


EXPRESSED 


In thirty ſeverall Tragicall Hiſtories, (digeſted into 


Six Books) which contain great variety of mournfull and 
memorable Accidents, Hiſtorical], Morall,and Divine. 
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| 6 LONDON: & 
Pcinted by Sarab Griffiz for Wellzam Lee, and are to be ſold at his Shop in 7 


Fleet ſtreet, at theiiga of the Turks Head neer the Mitre-Tavern. 1656: *% 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Sir [AMES STANLEY, 


Knight of the Bath, Lord Strange, 'Son and Heir 
apparant to J/;ll;am Earl of Derby, one of the moſt an- 
cient Knights of the Illuſtrious Order of the 
U A-R-7 EK, 


— — — —  ——— 


MY LORD; 


your Lordſhip was in France , when you then be- 
gan your Travels, accompanied with your Noble 
and Generous younger Brother Sir Robert 
Stanley, ( likewiſe Knight of the Bath ) who 
now lives with God : And (if my fancy deceive 
Deb | not my Iudgenent) it is equally worthy both of 
_ " my thoughts , andof your Lordſhips memory, to 

ſee how propitions God bath ſince proved to your content , and remaines to 
your felicity , in ſo highly recompenſing this your loſs of a Noble Bro- 
ther , with the rich gift of 4 Vertuous Wife, your Right Illuſtrious 
Lady, whois deſcended from no'meaner houſe than the famous Dukes of 
Tremoville by her Father, and the ViSiorious Princes of Orenge by 
ber Mother, and who being tranſplanted from France , and ( in the Sa- 
cred Bonds of Marriage ) here matched and incotyorated to your Lord- 
ſhip, hath (by the Mercy and Providence of God) in a few years brought 
7 you 
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= you many ſweet Olive Plants and Branches to perpetuate Jour ancient 
Name , and moſt Honourable F amily of the Stanleys: 


; 
And what-are all theſe benefits of Nature , and bleſſings of Grace, 
| 


_—. 


———_— 


which God hath ſo opportunely ſent , and graciouſly given you, in and by 
them , but ſuch, and ſo ſublime and tranſcendent, that they are ſtrong proofs 
of bis Mercy and Goodnels towards you, and 1 doubt net but (ina pious 
reſolution) your Lordſhip reciprocally makes them the cauſe of your eter- 
nall gratitude and thankfulneſs to his ſacred Majelty for the ſame. 

And indeed who can poſſibly have, or conceive a different thought, that 
obſerves ,,0w your Lordſhip conducts all your actions by Reaſon , and not 
by Paſſion : That as you eſteem Vertue,to be the chiefeſt earthly Honour, 
ſo you likewiſe value Piety and Godlinels to be the beſt and moſt Sowe- 
raign Vertues. That you are confident , that in Hearts and Soules which 
are well and fairly endowed, Honour and Honelty ſhould frill bee Twins, 
or inſeparable Companions and Individuals, becanſe the former without the 
Latter, is but as fire of ſtraw to the Sun- ſhine , and to ſhnt up this point, 
that your Honour gives the chicfeſt functions and faculties of your Soule 
to God, and the ſecond to the proſperity and ſervice of your Prince and 
Countrey, that being the true mark of a Religious Chriſtian , and this of 
an excellent Subje& , and Hononroble Patriot. 

And this ' ay good Lord) was the Originall can ſe, and theſe arethe pre- 

wailing Motives and Reaſons , wby Ttrench ſo farr upon your Lordſhips 
Greatneſs and Goodnels , in proffering up this my Sixth and laſt 
Bock of Gods Revenge againſt Murther, to your Noble Proteion | 
and Patronage ; not that your Lordſhip #s the laſt in my AﬀeStion and |” 

Zeal , much leſſein my Reſpef&s and Obſervance : But that I could | 
give no ſatisfaciou to my ſelf, before T had prefixed your 1lluſtrious |. 

' Name, to this my unpolliſhed Work, and before I bad given a publike 
teStimony to the whole world in generall , and more eſpecially to our little 
world England zn particular , what place and power your Honourable 
Birth and Vertues hawe deſerwedly taken up in my heart, and worthily 
purchaſed in my mo$t reſerved axudintire affection. 

The Hiſtories which this Book relates, are memorable and mournfull, 
and to give your Honour my opinion of them , they are as lamentable for 
the bloudy facts, as mentorable for the ſharp , yet juſb puniſhments infli&- 
ed for the ſame ; wherein Gods ſacred Juſtice and Revenge ( with e- 
quall Truth and Glory ) triumphed ore their wretched Perpetrators, I 
have caſt them in a low Region of language , and therefore if they come 
ſhort of your Lordſhips accurate Judgement , my Preſumption in this 
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yy Dedication zo you , bath no other hop? of excuſe or pardon, then to flis 
to your Lordſbips innate Goodneſs , and to appeal to your known and 
approved Generolity and Candor , as making it your Honourable Am- 
bition to cheriſh Vertue in all men, and t, defend it againſt unjuſt ſcan- 
all, and malitions detraGion. : 

Proceed my Lord, as you have fairly and fortunatly began , in the happy 
exerciſe and progreſsof Piety, Vertue aud Honour ." and as the hopes 
are now onrs , ſomay the happy fruits and efje&is thereof, infallibly ſtill 
prove your Lordſhips hereafter, untill it have perfeGed and compleated 
you to be amoſt Illuſtrious Patrern of Goodneſs 3x this world, and a 
glorious Saint in that to CONe, the which none ſpall pray to God for with 
more true Leal, nor deſere with more unfaigned Aﬀe&tion, then 
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Your Honours humbleſt 


devoted Seryant. 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XXVI. 


e 
Imperia_ for the love ſhe bears to young Moroſini, ſeduceth and cauſeth hin (with his two conforts, 
Aﬀonicus ad Donato) to ſtifle to death her old Husband Palmerius ix his bed; Morofini miſe 
fortunatly letting fall bis Gloves in Palmerius his Chamber that night which he did it 5 They are 
found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knows them to be Morofinies , and doth therup- 
0 accuſe him and bis Aunt Imperia, for the nurther of bis Unkle , ſo they together with their ac= 
coſſaries Aﬀtonicus and Donato, are all four of them apprehended and hanged for the ſame. 


i + lutemperate and laſcivions aff:&ions which ſavour more of Earth than Heaven, are 
ſtill attended on with ſhame and repentance , and many times followed by miſcric and 
confuſion ; For God being our Maker by Creation, and our Saviour by Redemption, conſe- 


- quently ſhould be of our loves and affeftions, and the:true and ſole obje& , in whom only they 


ſhould begin and terminate : For Nature muſt be a Handmaid, not a Miftreſs to Grace,becatiſe 
God (in his Divine decree and creation of manJharh made our bodics mortall, but our ſoules 
immortall. And the like Antithefis which there is between Luft and Charity, the ſame there is 
between finfall adultery and ſanCtified marriage. But where our yourhfull 2ffc@ions begin in 
Whordome, and end in Murther, what can be there expe&ed for an iſſue, but ruinc and deſo- 
lation. Crimes no lefle than thefe doth: this enſuing Hiftory report and relate: A Hiftory 1 
confeſle, ſo deplorable for the perſons, their fats and puniſhmenr, that I had little plecaſtre to 


\ penir, and leffe Joy to publiſh it 3 but that the truth and manner thereof gave a contrary Law 


to my reſolutions in giving it aplace among the reſt of my Hiſtories ; That the fight and know- 


& !:dgc of others harmes, may the more carefully and conſcionably teach us to avoid and pre- 
— '\£tourown, | 
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The free Eſtates and Common=-weales of Italy , more eſpecially the famous Scigniory of 
' Venice (which ſor wcalth and power gives place ro no other of Chriſtendom) holds it no de= 
gree of diſparagement, bur rather an happy and honourable vertue in their Nobles and Gentle. 
men, to exerciſe the facultic and profeſſion of Merchants , the which they Generally perform 
in Turkic, and all other parts of the levant Scas , wirh as much profic 28 glory, to the ad- 
miration of the whole World, and the cnvy of their private. and publike cnemics : of which 
namber of Venetian Gentlemen, Seignior- Angelo Morofini is one , a young man, of ſome 
twenty and four years of age, deſcended of a Noble nam: and family, and (it reports be true) 
from whence ours here in England derives their Originall : He is tall and ficnder of ftature, of 
a lovely ſanguine complexion , a bright Cheftnut-coloured hair , bur as yet adorned with a 
ſnall apparicions of a beard : He is aftive of body, of a ſweet carriage, and nimble wit, anda 
moR plcafing and gracefall ſpecch ; and he is not fo young, but he hath already made ewo ſe- 
verall voyages to Conftantixople and Alexandria in both which he tefided ſome five or fix year 
and through his wiſdomand induſtry won ſome wealth , but more tepuration and fame, info 
mach as his deportmeuts and hopes, to the eye and judgment of the world , promiſeth him a 
fortune equal, if not exceeding his bloud and extraftion. Holding it therefore rather a ſhame 
than a glory as yet to marry , or which is a thouſand crimes worſe, to paſs his time vainly and 
laſciviouſly at homie among the Ladics and courtifans of Venice, upon whom ( by the way of 
a premonition and precaution ) he ſaw ſq many debofthed young Gallants to caſt away their 
E'tatcs and themſelves, he affiimes his former ambition to travell , and ſo undertakes a third 
voyage to Conſtantinople : He embarks himſelf upon a good ſhip named the litcle Saint fark of 
Venice , and in company of Seignior Aſtonicusy and Seignior Philippo Donato, likewiſe two young 
Gentlemen , Mzrchants of Venice, of his dcarand intimate acquaintance ( with a pleaſant gale 
and merry wind, they ſet ſail from Malanece , the Port of that City; and fo direct and ſhape 
away their courſe for the Iſlands of Corfu and Zant, where they are to ſtop, and take in ſome 
Commoditics, and from thence thorow the Archipelagus , by Candy and Cyprus, to the Port 
of the Great Seignior, But as men propoſe, and Gud diſpoſeth of all terrcftriall aCtions and 
accidents; ſo they are overtaken by aſtorm , and with contrary wind? put into the Harbour 
and City of Axcona, a rich, populous and ſtrong City which belongs tothe Pope , and which 
is the Capitall of that Province of the Marca Anconitona, from whence it affumes and takes irs 
denomination, and wherein there are well ncar three thouſand Jews ſtill refident , who pay a 
great yearly Revenue to his Holineſs, The wind being as pet contrary for our three Venetian 
Gallants, and thcy knowing that our Lady of Loretto { the greateſt and moſt famous Pilgri- 
mage of the Chriſtian world) was but fiſtcen ſmall miles off in the Country , whereas yet they 
had never cither of them been , they in meer devotion ride thicher , their ſhip now being faſt 
anchored and mored in the Pcer of Ancona, which ftands on the Chrittian fide , upon the A4- 
driatique $:a, Vulgarly tearmcd the gulte of Venice. 


And here it is neicher my purpoſe or deſire to write mnch, either of the (pretended) piety of | 


this holy Copper of Loretto, which the Romaniſts ſay was the very Chamber whercin the 
Virgin Mary brought up her Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chrift 3 or of her Pifturc which they. like- 
wiſc allcadge was drawn by the hand and pencill of the Apoſtle Saint Lzke, and both the one 
and the other, as they affirm miraculouſly brought over the Scas from Paleſtine by Angels, 


and firſt placed by them on the hils of Recagnati (three little miles thence ) and long fince by ||. 


the (aid Angels tranſlated and placed here in this ſmall Town of Loretto. Bur av for my ſelf, 
this legend is coo weak to paſs current with my faith, muchleſs to eſteem it as an Article of my 
Creed. Only this | will confeſs and fay. That as it was devotion , not Curioſity which car- 
ricd our Moreſin: Ajtonicus and Donato thither : ſoit was my curioſity , not my Devotion 
which made me to take the fight thereof in my Travells. Where in the rich and ſumptuous 
Quire of a ftately Cathedrall Church, I ſaw this lictle old Brick Chamber ( now termed the 
Holy Chappell ) very cichly adorned with great varicty of maſfic Gold and Silver Lamps , and 
chis Picture of che blefſ:d Virgin in a ſhrine of Silacr , moſt richly decked with Chains and 
Robes, imbroidered with Gold and Silver, and ſet with pretious Stones of incftimable valuc, 
which (to cxpreſs ahe truth in one word ) bred much admiration in my thoughts, but no 
veneration at all in my heart. Sol leave Loretto, and return again to our Hiſtory, which was 
the only Relique that I brought thence. | 

The two farit days,our three Venetian Gallants viſit this holy Chappel wich much ſolemnity 
| anddevotion, where not to Jeſus the Son, but ro Mary the Mother they offer up their prayers, 
and pay their vows of thankfulneſs for their deliverance from the latc torm which pur them 


and gheir ſhip in ſafcty as Aucons, Bur the third day there betides an uncxpeRed accident 
| . ©. 
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ta Moroſeni, which will adminifer matcer and life to this Hiſtory, He leaves his two Friends 
and Companions in Bed, and feales away to the holy Chappel!, where being on his Knees 
at his devotion, he neare to him, ſees a ſweet young Gentlewoman likewiſe on her Knees at 
her devotion and oriſons very rich in Apparell, but incomparably faire and beautifull. Hee 
curioully markes her Roſeat Lilly Cheeke, her piercing Eye, the Amber crefies of her Haire, 
her Aleblaiter Neck and Paps, and her ftreight and flendec Waſt, all which made her to be 
the Pride and Glory of Nature; At whoſe Sight and Contemplation , his mind is ſo ſaden- 
ly ipfamed with zticQion to hier, that he whotheretofore could not poſſibly be drawn to love 
any Gentlewoman , or Mayden , now deſpight of himſelte Cand of his contrary inclina- 
tion and xefolution) heat firſt fight is inforced to love her, and only her, For the more he 
{ces her, the more he affets her ; which ingendeceth ſuch range morions and fitdaine paſs 
lon%-in his heart, that the ſweetneffſe of this ſweet Obje®, inforced his eyes inceſſantly to 
g4ze On her both with affeRtion and admiration. Our Moroſint would faine have boorded 
andialluted her there, but that he would not make Heaven {o much ftoope ro Earth,nor pro- 
phanethe.hdlineſle of his affeRion and of this place with ſuch impiety. Bur atlaſt ſeeing 
her $0 rafe-trom her prayers and ſo to depart the Chappell, he could not, he would not ſo 
leave her, norfarſake the benefit of this ſweet opportunity to make himſelf known to her 3 
When withdrawing his deyotion from the old: Lady of Loreteo to give it to this his young 
Lady (and pretended Mitltrifle ) in Loreits, he crippes away after her, into the body of the 
Ghurch, where ſeeing her only attended, by a well clad Buy and her young waiting Gentle- 
woman,; {atter fallutes on both ſides pertormed) he there peoffercth her his ſervice in thefe 
vencrall tearmes, | 
- Moref. 1 know not ſweet young Lady, whether I may tzarm my ſelf happy or unſortunate, 
in veing this Morning honoured with the {ight ot fo beautifull a Nymph, and Virgin as youre 
ſelt, deeauſe in thinking to gaine my ſou), 1fearl have loſt my heart in the amorous exta- 
lies of chat delicious ObjeR and Contemplation; therefore 1 beſcech you think it not ſtrange, 
that having received my wound from your beanty, I fly tro your Courtefie for my cure and 
remedy thereot; and that ſeeing you ſo weakly guarded, I prefume to requeſt the favour of 
you, that you will pleaſe to accept of my Company to recondutt you to your home. 
_. Fhhis young Lady, feeing herſelf ſomuch gazed on by this unknown Gentleman in the 
holy Chappell , and now focourteoutly faluted by him in the Church; ſhe could not refraine 
from dyiug her Lilly Cheeckes with a Vermillian bluſh, "when having too much beauty to be 
t90 Unkind, and yetro much Coyneſfe aad Modeſty at firſt to prove too courteous to him, ſhe 
(brooking her name well) retnenes him this anſwer. 
Imp. Sir youbeing ſo happy to have given up your Soul this Morning in your devotion to 
the bleffed Lady'of. this'place-,' 1 do not a little wonder , that you fo ſoon prophane it, 
by exdeavouringto:make'me believe, that you have loſt your heart in the Contemplation of 


. Iy,pogtyand:fo.unworthy abeauty asmine'; For herein as you prophane your zeale to her, 


lo,your afteftion:to me,' fith ttiae ſhould be more ſacred, and this not ſonuch feigned 
og hypecriticall.'” Bur fuch wounds fill carry their cures with them, 2nd therefore as my 

auty: Was not'capableto occafion the one,fo ſhall not my courteſie be guilty in granting the 
other-+1if my\weake guard be nor ftrong enough to conduRt me to my home, my-Innecexcy and 
(+aſtity: are;.:a3alſo ro:defend mefrom the ſnares and Jures of choſe Geutlemen, whole beſt 


. vertza confifts more in their tongues then in their ſogles,& more their complements then their 


ations; Of wich number fcaring and taking you to be one, and my Fathers houfe being fo 
nigh, I:{hallnot:want your company, becaule as I deſerve {ol dcfire it got,and therefore 1 wil 
leave you; : ard yet not without leaving my thankes with you, for this your proffered favour 
and; -uexpected courtefte* 

Although: Moroſini could not refraine fromſmiling at this her ſharp and witty aniwer, yet 
be ſeeing tris complements retorted, and his courtelie returned with a refuſall, he could noe 
yeerefraine from biting his lip chereat. 'But again conſidering her to be <xceeding faire and 
vertuons;: and hoping wichall that her Father mighr” likewiſe prove *rich, be would not dil- 
prace-hi®breeding nor makehimſcIf a Novice in Love to be put off with this her firſt repulfe, 
but again ſounds her it» theſe tearmes. Fd Ng 

\Merofs "My d-vozion to the Mother of our Saviour doth not prophane,but I hope bleſſe and 
lanRifie my atfe@tivn to-you, and therefore if it be not the cuſtome of the young Ladies and 

ewomen of Lireito touſe rangers with this diſcourtelie,]l cannot beleve that you would 
purpoſeſly thus exctcifeyonr wit in my patience,by infliting on me this your unjuſt refulall, 
tor:yourfeigned thewes of Hypocrifie: 1am as innocent of thcm as you ſulpeQ and tearme 
negnilty, and havcho'more ſnares or lures in proffectrig you wy affeRion and ſervice, than 
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that which your pure B:auty and chaſt Vertues give mie. Neither am I ot the number of thoſe 
Gentlemen, whom you pleaſe to craduce and difparage becauſe their Hearts and Tongues a- 
greenot, or for thar their aQions prove not their Speeches and Complements reall; becauſe 
| as much diſdain as you condemn them ; Thcretore if you cannot give me the courteſte, I 
ray at leaft lend me the favour, that I may wait on you to your Fathers houſe ; whom I 
tha | cyer be ready to ſcrve with a much humility tor your ſake, as to cheriſh and obey your 
ſelf with affe&ion for mine own. 

This Anfwer of MOROSIN Tgmak:s this young Ger.tlewoman (whoſe name he and 
we ſhall anon know ) as ſwectly calm, as right now ſhe was unkinly paſſionate fo that Iook- 
ing tcdfaſtly on him, and compoſing hee Countenance rather to Smiles than frowns, ſhe 
rejoyns him thus. 

IMPER I A. lc is thecyſtome of the Ladies and Gentlewomen of Loreto, to uſe 
Strangers rather with too much RefſpeR than too Title Favour, eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen 
who tavour more of Honour than Vanity. It therefore I have any way wronged mine 
own Judgment, in fuſpe&icg or not acknowledging your m:rits , I know I am yet ze 
worthy of your excuſe as of your Reprehenfion. And becauſe underſtand by you, thas 
you are a S:ranger to this place though not to this Country, asalſo that you ſeeme to 
be ſo importunately delicoas and willing tro condu& me to my Fathers houſe ; T1 will 
therefore give a contrary Law to my own Will, and now make Civiliety diſpence 
with my Diſcretion by accepting of this your kind profer and you ſhall not accompany 
_——— to him, wich ſo much R<ſp:& and Zeal, as1 will you with obſervance and 
thanks. 


Which kind ſpeech ſhe had no ſooner delivered and MO ROSINIT reccived , but he 
againe cloſed with her thus. | 

MOROSINIT. Swect Lady, this courtefie of yours ſeconding your Beauty, ſhall eternal- 
ly oblige me to your ſervice; and inrequitall thereof , Iwill evcr efteem it my beſt happineſs 
to receive your Fathers commands, and my chiefeRt felicity and glory to execute yours. When 
reciprocally exchanging ſalutes, he takes her by the Hand and Arm, and very gracefully con- 
duds her to her Fathers houſe, not far off from. this ſumptuous Church, and by the way thi- 
ther (among other Specches and Complements he gathcrs from her that her Fathers namc is, 
Stgnior Hierome Bondino, and hers Dozwna Imperia, his only Daughter. Wherein he for the 
former fame of his Wealth and the preſent fight of her B:auty doth both delight and glory, 
as dreaming of a future felicity which he ſhall cnjoy in her ſight and company ; whereof for 
the time prefent he hath far more reaſon to flatter than to aſſure himlelf. 

Now we muſt here underftand that this Signior Bondino her Father, "is a Gentleman of an 
Antient Houſe and noble deſcent ; and of a very great Eſtate both in Lands and Meanez, 
and wirhall he was excceding covetous, as glorying more in his Wealth than in his generoſity, 
and more in his Fair and Beautlfull Daughter Imperia, then in any other of his Children. 
Here Moroſini brings Imperis home, and ſhe preſents him and his courtefie to her Father , who 
receives him reſp:Afully and kindly thankes him for this his obſervance and Henour to his 
Daughter : who led by the luſtre of her Eyes, and the delicacy of her Beauty,was fo extream- 
ly inflam'd with affeRion towards her,as at that ery inſtant he proclaimed himſelf her ſervants 
and ſhe Lady Regent of his heart and defircs, and then it was that heficſt acquainecd her with 
bis Name'&% Quality,with his intended voyage to Conſtantinople, but chiefly with his conſtans 
deſtre and reſolution to ſeek her in Marriage both of her ſelf and her Father. Wherefore to 
con:raZ this Hiltory into a narrow Volumae, I will paſſe over his often courtings and viſits 
of her, a3 alſo thoſe ſweet ſpeeches, and amourons diſcourſes and conferrences which paſt be- 


tween them during the ſpace of three weekes ; wherein the wind proving contrary to his yoy-" 


62e, proved theretore propitious to this his ſuit and affeRion. In which time he proved him- 
ſc]f fo expert a Scholler (or rather a Maſter ) in the Art of Love,that he exchanged bearts wich 
her,ubraincd her affeRion and conſent to be his Wife upon his firſt return from Conftawtinophe 
but yet It was wholly impoſſible either for him or her to draw ber Fathers conſens kereuntos 
although many cimes he ſought it of him with prayers, and ſhe with teares. For he making 
Wealth to be the very Image and Idoll of his devotion, and gathering chat Adorefinz"s birth far 
excced:d <3 State and Meanes, as alſo that in his opinion, bis Eſtate was yet far greater chan 
bis capacity or judgement,he would never harken to him,much leſs give anyway that he ſhould 
be his Son in Law: but with much ebſtinacy and reſolution, vowed that ke would firſt rather 


blec his Daughter married to her grave than to him, the which froward and harſh reſolution of 


his, makes our two Lovers exceedingly to grieve & lament thereat.But how to remedy it they 
Enow not. Morsſ.now acquaints histwo conſorts Aﬀonicus & Doneto with his afteRion ” In. 
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brings Ccm thc next morming £102 {ce her 0 who highly commend his caoice 5 and extol her 
beauty and v<riucs tothe ekies z They in Mereſis:'s behalf deal effcQually with Bondino to 
draw his conſent co this match,mount his praiſes and merits as high 23 Heaven, and in a word; 
chey leave no fri-ndly othice, or reaſons unattempred to perfwade aud induce him hereunto, 
but they ſpeak eiihcr ro the winde, or to a deaf gran 3 for his will is his law, and therefore they 
finds it a work, no: only of extream difhculcy, but of meer impoſlibiliry wo cff:&ir : for nei- 
ther they nor Morojznt, can lo much pray and exhort Bondinoto this Match, as he with ſharp 
words and bircer threats ſeeks th divert his Daughter from it; which piercech and galleth theſe 
ewo Lovers to their very fouls, For by this time their affeQions and hearts are fo {trongly and 
ficmly uniced, that Imperis loves Moroſini a thouſand times dzarer than her own life, and he 
her no l:fs. S9 when chey think of their ſeparation and deparcure each trom other, the very 
conceit and thought thereof draws even drops of blood trom their hearts and an Ocean of 
cears from cheir eyes. Bur becaule they are more amorous then ſuperſtitious in their devotion 

ad affeRion each ro other, and that (in their thoughts and delires) they ſacrifice more to 
th: Altars of Venus then to that of the Virgin Mary; Therefore fortune more envying then 
piccying them, and therefore refolving to ſeparate their bodizs as farre aſunder, as their 
hearts are nezrly ligxed and combined together 3 the wind comes fair, and the Maſter 
of their Ship ſends ſpeedily from «Lncona to them to Loretie to come away, for that he 
is reſolute co omit no time , but with all exp*4ition to weigh Anchor, and ſer ſail for 

{ orfe. 

M rofint r<crtves this n2w3 with infinite ſorrow, and Imperzs with extream gricf and amez2- 
ment, fo as if grace had not prevailed with nature,and her obe+jence to her Father vanquiſhed 
and given a law to h-r aftetion towards Moreſnt (his could then and there have found in her 
heart to have leit Tray, and accompanied him in his voyage to T#rky and Conſtantinople, fo 
ſweet was his t1ghe and preſence, aud ſo bitter was the very though: af his abſence to her 
hearc and minde 3 Hzre Adroſeni comes again with his hat in his hand , and Imperis on her 
knees with tears to 1-r facher, that he will grant they may contra themſelves each wo other 
betore his departure, but he is deaf to his requeſts, and inexoravle to her tears and prayers. 
For he vows he cannot,and {wears he will not conſent thereunto ; Aad therefore here the Rea- 
der muſt conceive, for it is impoſſible for me to expreſs the thouland pars. of the fighs which 
he, and the rears which ſh2 expends, at this their forrowfull departure, inſomuch as I cannot 
truly define whether he then gave her more kites, or ſhe him tears. So here ſhe vows to re- 
main unmarri:d til] his return, and he both promilech and ſwears, that he will return withia 
one year to her and mary her, the which the mare authentically co ſeal and contirm, he gives 
her a rich Emerau Ring from his finger, and ſhe him a fair Carkamet of Orient pearls from 
herneck, wich which the great drops of her tears trickling down her vermillion ch-eks ſeemed 
to have ſome perteCt ſympachy and reſemblance ; Of which interchangeable and mutual con- 
traft Aftonicas and Don2to are joyfull witnefſes, who ſeek to add comfort and conſolation to 
theſe her unſpeakabl- ſorrows, and unparall-1d afMiRions, for this their ſeparation ; whiles Im- 
p-ri4 in the mean time ar the very thouzhe and conlideration hereof, (ſhe gazing on her Moro> 
fini ) ſeems to burſt her heart with ighing, and to drowa the Roſes and Lillizs of her beauty 
wich the ſhours and rivolets of her tears. So Mr7feai being again and again caliet away by 
Aſtonicur and Don at, he then takes leave of Bondins, and then of his dear and fweer Daughter 
Inyeria, in whoſe heart and breit he imparadiſeth all his moſt R:Jigious prayers, and rreaſureth 
up all his amorous deſires and wiſhes, and from thence (with his two faithful friends and 
companions takes horſe for Azcine, where afloon as they come, their long boat is aſhore and 
takes them in, when the wind continuing ftill exceeding fair, they are preſently for Corfie and 
Conſtantinople, where we will leave them'floating upon the Seas, expoſed ro the favour and 
mercy of the winds, and according to the order of our Hiſtory come we again to ſpeak of 
Bendino and of his ſweet and fair daughter Imperis, to ſee what matter they will adminitter us, 
and what Aﬀtions and Accidentxthey will produce. 

Whiles our fair Imp:»:2 day and night weeps and ſighs for the abſence of her deareſt and ſe- 
cond ſelf Moreſint, and with h'r eycs and hands ere&ed to Heayen continually prays for his 
proſperity and return, her old Father Bondino afſumes a dire& contrary courfe and relolution ; 
for within two or three moneths of Adore ſini's departure, he makes jt his greateſt care and am- 
birion to provide another husband for his Daughter. He is not ignorant of her tears and 
aire for his ab{erce, and knows tull well, that her ſolitary walks and palc thin cheeks, 

ook itil conſtantly co him, and never from him. Burt he is refolute that his old covetouſ- 
nels ſhall prevent and deceive this her young, affe&ion, and that to work on the advantage ot 
Acroſini's ablencc, his be and ſhortert courſe is co heave him out of her heart and aide, 
M m 2 | | an 
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and contrariwiſe to propound and place another husband in his ſtead. To which end his ſaid 
daughters beauty and his own wealch having already procured her two or three Suitors, who 
earnelily feck her in marriage, he likes none of them ſo well as old Seignior Palmerizs a rich 
Merchant of «4{zcona, aged of at leaſt fixty years z whereas his fair Daughter Imperia was not 
above twenty four, who was of ſo defoi med and decrepic a perſonage and confticution, that 
he ſeemed but as a withred Fanzary to this freſh Lady May, and his ape bur a frozen winter to 
the fragrant flouriſhing Summer ot her youth and beauty. But this old dotard P almerini(who 
is every way fitter for his own grave than for Imperia's bed) is fo taken with the daintineſs of 
her perſonage, as he hopes thather youth and her fathers age will toop and frike fail to his 
wealth; and therefore he tricks and prides himſelf up both in his apparel and beard, as if Love 
had tzken away much of his age, now purpoſely to add it to his.vanity and indiſcretion, fo 
he comes to Bondino's houſe ar Loretto, and tecks this his fair daughter in Marriage, where the 
conlideration of his great eſtate and wealth a& ſuch wonders with her fathers heart and reſo- 
lJution,thar her father and he have already ſwapr a bargain that he,and none but he ſhall marry 
his daughter, before as yet he have the happineſs to fee here But at laſt her Father brings her to 
him,chargeth her with his commands to diſpoſe her felt to atte& and marry him,and ſpeaks to 
her nor only in the language of a father, bur of a king ; for ſuch is his pleaſure, Theſe iperches 
of her father, and the fight ot her oid lover yet new Suitor Palmerizs, doth much am«z: and 
terrifie his young d-ughter Imperia : fo {he receives and hears thoſe with infinite aflition and 
ſorrow , and him wich much contempt and diſdain ; for ſhe reje&s his ſuic and hinitelf, and 
boldly c<lls both her father and him, that Moreſtnz is too deeply lodged in her heart 3 for any 
other of the world to have entrance or admittance, and therefore (wich fighs and tears) calts 
her ſelf at her Fathers feet, and prays him that he will not force her to marry Seignior Pa/me- 
rius Whom ſhs affirms (le cannot poſſibly atfe& muck leſs obey. But her father is re(olute to have 
it ſo, and therefore ( palling over all other reſpeCts and conſiderations) he adds threats , to his 
commands, and vehemently chargeth her again and again toconſent thereto. But her abſent 
Moroſint is ſtill ſo preſent in her heart and mind, and ſo freſh and plealing to her eye and me- 
mory that ſhe cannor, ſhe will not forget him. So that for this time her tather can no more 
enforce her to ſpcak with Palmerius, or draw her to ſee him, and thus ſhe puts him off for his 
firft coming to Lo. etro to her. Imperis being now infinitely glad to have thus given her father 
the foils and old Pa!merixs the repulle, ſhe raiſeth a thouſand new Trophees of joy, and vito- 
rics of delight in her heart for the ſame,as it that outragious ſtorm and tempeRt(fo contrary and 
diſpleaſing t> her heart) had received end almoſt afſoon as beginning. Thus now ruminating 
on nothing i-{s then cn Paulmerizs, nor on nothing more than on her ſweet and d:car Moroſini, 
(to whon! in his abſence {he ſacriticeth all the flames of her heart, and all che vows, delires and 
wiſhes of her {cul) ſhe pafſeth away her time in perpetual praying for his return,for the which 
{hc leaves nor the Lady, no nor any other Saint of Loreito unadored, or unprayed to. But con- 
trary to her hopes and defires herein, this her old Suitor Paimerizr,(having wholly loit the ſo- 
lidity of his jud2ment in the excellency ot her beauty ) he {t1}] keeps good correſpondence,and 
curious intelligence with her father, and continually his heart cuns as much on her youth, as 
her fathers covetouſnels doth on his wealth and gold'; ſo within two monerhs he returns again 
to Loretto, where be is received with as much joy of Bondino, as with extream diſcontent & ſor- 
row of his daughter Imperia, who now poor ſoul can receive nopeace nor truce from either of 
them, but they inceſſantly havn: her as her ghoſts, and fail nor day and night co importune her 
for the conſummation of this contra and marriage, but her heact is ſo cloſe ynited and wed- 
ded to Aoroſini that it is as yer impoſſible for either, or both of them to divorce or withdraw 
her from him. Palmerizes thinks co gain her by rich gitts and preſents, but ſhe refuſeth them all 
for the ſake of the giver, and her father now tempts her wich ſweet ſpeeches and perſwaſions, 
and then again, terrifies her with bitter commands and threats, hoping thereby in theend to 
make her ti: xible co his de/ires an4 wiſhes : Bute his daughter Imperzs notwithftanding all rhis 
(with a conttancy worthy of her beauty, and every way equal to her ſelf) reſolves to fruſtrate 
the hopes of the tirit, ro annihilate and make vain the expeRation of the ſecond, and ſo to de- 
ceive the deſires and wiſhes of themboth, and to kcep her iieart wholly tor Merof1:i.as the hath 
formerly promiſed and obliged her G1f to do. 

But alchough Palmerius were heretofore the firſt time ſo ealily beaten off with Imperiz's re* 
fuſal, he will nor be ſo the ſecond, and therefore his heart and minde telling him that the 
ſweetneſs of her youth, and the delicacy of her beauty deſcrvea ſtronger, and longer fiege 
of his affeQion. He (Ly the free adviſe and content of her father) reſolves ro tay and burn 
all that Summer in Loretto, hoping that time wortld change her refolutions and make that fea- 
fable in his daughters aff. Aion, which now in a manner ſeemed to be impoſlible.. Thus if 
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Palmerins uſc his beſt endeavors to bear and conquer Tmperia one way, no lefs doth her Father 
another way,for the firlt gives her a world of ſugred words and promiſcs,and the ſecond of ſharp 
aud bitter rhreats to ctfcC itz Poor Imperia ſeeing her ſelf thus ſtreightly and narrowly begirt on 
both fides,ſhz hath again reconrſe to her fighs and tears. the only weapons left her in the abſence 
of her Moroſo1i to detend her aff:tion and conftancy againſt the luft of Palmerius,and the power 
2nd tyranny ot her father Boydino, A thouſand times a day ſhe wiſheth that Conſtantinople were 
Loretto, or Loretto Conſtantinople, and as often prays that either ſhe were in Moroſin'”'s arms , or 
he here in hers. But Palweriys being as obſtinate as her Father was. reſolute and furious in this 
ſuit ard motion towards her, ſhe fhuts her {clf up in her chamber, where ſeeming to drown 
her ſelt in a matter of this weight and importance, and what invention ſhe ſhould finde out and 
praiſe, to abandon Palwerius and to call home her Aforsſraz ro marry her, then which under 
Heaven ſhe delired nothing more, or to write truer, nothing clſc. So art laft ſhe reſolves to ſend 
one purpoſely to Conſtantinople to haften his return (which now wanted but alittle of his pre- 
fixed time of a year) when niaking choice of a dear friend of his of Ancona named Scignior 
Mercaris, and {urnithing him with gold for ſo long a journey as to ſail from Bruxdifium, to 
Raguſa , and ſo from thence by Poſt ro Cenjtantineple, ſhe takes pen and paper, and thereon 


(as much wich tcars as ink) traceth her Moroſii theſe lincs wherewith the diſpatcheth him 
away. 


IMPERIA to MOR OSINL 


Should betray my affection to thee, and conſequently make my ſelf unworthy of thine, if by this my 

my Leiter (which 1 purpoſely ſend thee by thy friend Seignior Mercario)) I did not now acquaint 
thee, with hew much impatiency aud ſorrow my ſelf, and with how much joy my Father brooks thy 
long ab;ence. Thou knoweit in what a ſweet, and jtrid ſympathy of Love, our bearts are united.So as 
meaſuring Morolini by imperia, I am confident th at all thoſe Seas between Ancona and Conftanti- 
nople are not Capableto waſh away the remembrance thereof, either from thy beart or my ſoul. And. 
Jet holding it a part both of my duty and of my ſelt, TI am enforced to command my pen to relate thee, 
that my Father Bondino begins to exerciſe a pornt not only of his will, but of his power, yea I may 
jujtly ſay of his tyranny over me, to ! wb 0s ne t0 leave my young Morofini to make me warry his 
od PalImerius. I: which regard and confideration, if my poor beauty or merit have left any impreſ- 
fion in thy breſt or memory, I now moſt heartily pray thee to leave Turky for Italy, and Conftantinople 


| jor Loretto, and to nay me as happy in enjoying thy ſight and preſence,as I am miſerable without its 


And when our God, and my good fartune, ſhall perm this my innocent and ſorrowfull Letter to fall 
into thy hands, think, yea judge with thy ſelf, what an ingratitude, yea what 8 crime it will be for 
thee not ts bring me thy ſelf, but to ſend me any excuſe whatſoever to the contrary. Farewell my other 


| ſelf, my ſweet ſelf, and may God and his Angels ever prove propitious to thy Deſires aud my Wiſhes. 


IMPERIA. 


Mercario (in three weeks time) arrives at Conſtantinople, and finds out his friend Moreſini , to 
whom he dclivercth his Miftris Imperia's Letcer 3 the which he firlt kifling, preſently peruſcth ir, 
and very paſſionarly both rcjoyccth and grieves thereat: So Morofin: very kindly feafts his fricnd 
Mercari there ſome eight days, and then returneth him home with an anſwer, which in leſs 
than a moneths time he delivereth into Imperia's own hands in Loretto, who is cxtreamly glad 
thereof, and then beaurifying her ſnow white cheeks, with ſome crimſon bluſhes, ſhe hies her 
to her cloſct and breaking up haſtily the ſeals thereof, finds it traced and charged with this 


| mcſſ2ge. 


MOR: QSINI ro IMPERIA. 


Hy beaith and conſtancy makes me 4s joyful in the receit of thy Letter,as thy Father Bondino bis 

diſreſped 10 me, and love toPalmerius makes me ſorrowfull, for ſo dear and tender is the true af- 
fettion of my Iaiperia to ber Morofini, and the ſimpathy of onr hearts ſo ſweetly and ſacrgdly nuited, 
that for my part 210t only thoſe ſmall Kivers of the M:diterrancum & Adriatique Seq betweex Cone 
ſantinople aud Ancona, but that of the vaſt Ocean is incapable to waſh off the leaſt ſenſe or memory 
thereof. But as in the ations aud accidents of humane life, reputation and profit,deſerves ſometimes to 
be intermixed with pleaſure, becaule the ſweetneſs thereof is ſtill made ſweeter by its (ubtance and 
perm ©: ncy. So by the Seigniory of Venice, and by Landy their Embaſſador reſident bere in Conftan- 


 *tinople, ( contrary to my expectation or merits) I am now made Conſul of Aleppo. I cannot 
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therefore ſo ſoon leave Turky for Italy, which I infinitely defire, nor in that conſideration ſo ſoon 
imbr ace and kiſs my fair and dear Imperia, which above all the Crowns and Scepters of the world [ 
chi: fly love and long for ; bnt what this year cannot perform the next ſhall,” and then ( all delays and 
excuſes ſet apart) 1 will bring thee thy Morofini with &s much tre joy, as be tranſported bimſelf 
from thee with bitter tears and unfained ſorrows, in the mean time my bopes and beart tell me, that thy 
aff-tion 20 me ſball ſurmount thy Fatbers tyrannie to thy ſelf, and that thy beauty and merits ave ſo 
1:compara\/y reſplendent, that though Palmerias be tbe ſoyle, yet Morolini ſhall live and die 1be Di a- 
mend of tby love and the Love of 1by Heart, as God is of thy Soul. O then my dear and meer Im> 
peria, repute it no ingratitzede , much leſ; a crims in me to ſend thee this Letter ef excyſe' inſtead «f 
bringing thee my ſelf , for T ſpeak it in prejence of God and bis Angels, that as thou art my »tber b:if 
ſo I am wholly thine, and that thou canſt not be the thouſand part ſs ſrrowfull as T am miſerable in 
this our (boyt yet too long ſequeſtration : F arewell,F arewell the only Saint of my beart, and Goddeſs 
of my aff: tims, and aſſure thy ſelf that no mortal man whatſoever 1s or can be ſy much thy faitbfull 
Seruans and Slave, as 


MOROSINIT. 


Our Imperis kiſſeth this Letter a thouſand times for her Horoſini's ſake who wrote and ſent 
it her, and again as oiten weeps to ſee, that he loved Honour and Profit better than her ſelf, 
and Tuiky better than lealy, ſo whereas ſhe formerly hoped, now ſhe begins to deipair of 
his ſpcedy return, and «<ſ{tcems her (elf as miſerable without him, as ſhe thought to have been 
happy with him. She reads over his Letter again and again, and then weeps as faſt ag ſhe 
reads, 2t the very peruſal and conſideration thereof ; ſhe would fain draw comfort trom any 
part or branch of it, but then his intended ſtay affords her nothing but difconfolation and 
ſorrow initead thereot. She blames her own misfortune, as much as his unkindneſs, and 
then again impates this impatiency of hers , more to her fathers cruelty, than to Morofint's 
diſcourtetie ; ſhe loves him as much as ſhe hates Palmerizs, and hates her ſelf becauſe 2for: feni 
will not love her more, and Palmerizs leſs. But Moroſin is fo firmly ſeated and enthronized 
in her hearc , that the is conſtantly reſolved to ſtay his return, and rather co die his V:&im and 
Martyr, than co live Palmerius his wife. And here her affe&ion aQts a great part in paſſion, as 
this paſſion doth in Lov? ſhe cannot refrain from enquiring of Mercario how Adoroſini liver, 

and how he looks, who performs the part of a friend, to his tricnd, and tells her that he lives 
173 great poiwp and reputation, and is the propereſt and braveſt young Gallant cither of Venice 
or Italy which he faw in Conftaniinople, at the report whereof, ſhe could not refrain from 
bluſhing and (miling , as it her delight and joy thereof were ſuch, as ſhe could not receive 
or hear it, without theſe publike expreiſions and teſtimonies of her private z:al and interior 
att-Qion to him; Bur all this notwithitanding , whereſoever ſhe goes or tw as her ſelf, h:r 
Father as her ſhadow, and Palmerizs as hier ſpiric, are never from her , but ttilFfollow her in 
all cimes and places without intermittion. It is a wonder to ſee and contider their obſtinacy 
to make It a match, and her reſolution and refuſal againſt it, as if they were wholly compo- 
ſed and made 0i commands, and the of denials. In which interchangeable comportment, and 
different carriage of theirs= We mutt allow fix moneths time more paſt and flidden away, 
where,in deſpight of Palmerius his importunities and her fathers power, ſhe ſtill remains in- 
flexible ro then, conſtant to her Moroſzai, and true to her promiſe. But at laſt this old Juſt- 
full Lover Palmerizs (who was fitter to kifſe an image in the Church, then ſo ſweet and fair a 
young Lady as Imperzs in her bed) ſeeing that he had conſumed and ſpent ſo long time in vain 
by courting her, and that ſhe fleighred him and his fuir as much, it not more now, than when 
he firft meant and intended it to her, he bethinks himſelf of a new policy and propoſition to 
_ gain her, which Jovecannor fo much excuſe, as diſcretion juſtly condemn in him : He goes 
to her Father B-dizo, and protfiers him that if his daughter will become his wife, that he 
«will infeoffee, and endow her with the one half of his Lands, and give all the reſt of his 
eftare and wealth into his hands and cuſtody, for him to purchaſe her more. Which great 
and unexveRed proffer of his doth folely and fully weigh down her covetous father ro Palme 
rivs his wiil and delice, as he conſtantly cells him 3 chat in licu of this his great affeAion and 
bounty to his daughter : he will ſpeedily uie all his power ard authoiity with her fully to dil- 
poſe her to affe& 2nd contenthim3 To which end Bendino goes to bis daughter Imperiz, 4c 
quaints her with this great gifr, and voluntary protfer of Palmerizs to her if ſhe will marry 
him; he lays beforc her how infinicely ic will import his content, and her own good and re- 
putation, and that few Gentlewomen of Loretto, or Ladies of the who Marca of Anceni 
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vanity and prodigalicy of Aforoſini, and that the firk will afſuredly bring her much contene 
and proſperity, but the ſecond nothing elſe but poverty, ruine, and miſery , and there- 
fore he moit importunately conjures and commands her to cut and caſt off all delays and fo 
forchwith to dilpoſe her ſelf to loveand marry Palmerins, or elſe he vows for ever to re- 
nounce her for his Daughter, and no more to xcknowledge himſelf for her Father. A cruel- 
ty which (in my opinion and judgement, ought to be admired with pity, and pitied with 
admiration,and not to ſerve for a precedent and example to other Parents, becauſe this of Brn- 
dino's was grounded on far more paſſion than reaſon, and covctouſneſs than vertue; and which 
Nature hath all the reaſons of the world, rather to tearm tyrannie than providence or father- 
ly att«Ction in him. 

Our Imperia is, as it were, firuck dead with grief and ſorrow, at the thurder- 
bolt of theſe her Fathers cruel ſpeeches towards her, fo that ſhe cenncut ſpeak, nor yer 
weep, for fghing 2nd ſcbbing ; tut at laſt enccuraged by her own vertue, as much zs fie 
was daunted and diimayed by her fathers ſeverity 2nd cruelty towards her, ſhe (cal. ing her felt 
at bis feet) with a tremblirg heart and tzultering voice, returns her hcartand minde to tim 


ha thele terms. 


Henoured vir, although my : fligions and ſorrows are fuch, 2nd ſo infinite, that 1 am 
far more cap#ble to weep and ligh, thin to breetke or ſpcekihem ſorthroyeu, yer IÞ cid it 
my duty , not my difcbedience, to 2cqueint you, that becauſe Marriages ate firft nade in 
Heaven , beture contriGed or corſfurrmated in Eenth; therefore being lo hexry fiftio love 
Moroſin , before | was ſo unfortunate as to ſee S:ignior Palmeriws, T hope it 18 the pleaſure of 
God, that he haih ordained the firfi to be my Husbard , ard conſequently my fc}t never to be 
Wiieto the fecond : 1 2m proud in nothing but in my humility and cbedience, ind ihercin 1 
hope I ſhe1] {1211 both triumph «nd glory,and yet Ir more under-vaJue Pa/merins weelth than 
you do Mcroſinz's vertues. If then you will not for my ſeke, 1 hun bly befcech yeu for my 
Mothers ſake, or which is more, for Gods fake, to make me Wife to Moreſinz, and not to Pate 
merins, becaule my heart and minde teils me, that ] ſhall be as happy inthe company of the one, 
as miſerable in thar of the other, In granting me which juſt detired favour and courteſie, my 
ſoul ſhall become pledge 2nd caution tor my heart, and my heart for my tongue , that you 
{hall have nv true c2uſe cicker to renounce me for your Daughter, or to deny your ſelt for my 
Father. And to conclude this my ſorrowtull and humble ſpeech, it is impoſſible for you to 
wrong me, but you mult and will extreamly wrong your felt, by attempting and refolving to 
enforce me to the contrary. Bur if yet you will not be ſenfible hereof, then I invoke God to 
be a jJuit Witneis, and Judge berween us, of your cruzlty towards me, and of my candid inno= 
cency towards you, and my betrothed Spouſe: Moroſins. 

Imveris had no ſooner (with ſighs and tears) delivered this her ſpeech to her Father on 
her knees, bat (as if he had lightning in his eyes, and thunder in his tongue) he ſuddenly 
tuſhech torta her compauy; when more to diipleafe hcr than. to pleaſe himfelt, he lookin 
back on her, giv-s her this ſharp anſwer; and c:uel farewel), Minion (quoth he) I will very 
ſhortly cool thy courage end thy tongue, and maxe thee know with repentance, what it is to 
ditobey thy Father, in making ſo much eftcem of Zorro ſini, and ſo little of Seignior Palme- 
rizs, contrary to my advice and requeit to thee ; for I ſay, conlider well with thy ſelt, and 
thou ſhalt then do well ſpeedily to torlake this errour and obſtinacy of thine, except thou re- 
ſolve to die as miſerable, as I defire thou ſhalt live happy : Once more Girl, conſider and re- 
member what I have uow ſaid to theee, and beware lett Aforoſenz prove thy ſhame, as much as 
P2/merius will thy glory. Imperia weeps becauſe ſhe can weep no more ar theſe heart-killing 
ſpeeches of her Father to her, againſt her abſcnt Moroſeni : So being not well , ſhe berakes 
her ſelf to herbed , and there again conſults with God and her ſelf , what ſhe ſhall do in this 
perturbation of minde and affliion of heart, and then and there (with waking eyes) reads 
a whole nights L«&ure to her {elf of her obedience to her Father, and her affe&tion and con- 
fancy to the other half of her {elf Morofeni; when in the morning being prompted by her 
thoughts and detires, that ſhe (hall receive more delights and jr ys trom the Jatt , than difcort- 
tents from the firſt, the at her up-riling reſolves :gain to write way for her Moreſtnt , as ho- 
ping thac his preſence would eally difpel and ſcatter all theie hzr clouds and rempeſis , when 
diſpatching a private meſſenger to eAne:ma for Merczrio, (he 2g .1in earneltly prays him to un- 
derrake a 1tecond voyage for ker, either to Al-ppo or Confturtineple , to her Adorojint; the 
which he then promiſerh : fo thar nighe again peruting over his Lerter, ſe then from point 
to point punAually makes anſwer to ir, and the n{xt morning very fecrecly gives it te Mer- 
eario in her Chamber , and therewith rakzs off a rich Braceler of Sparks of Diamonds from 
her right arm, and prays him to deliver it to him as a token of hertrae affeRion and conſtan- 
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cy, the which ſhe athicms co him ſhall ever live and dic with her. Atrcario having received his 
commiſſion trom Imperis, as alſo more Gold for the diſcharge and detraying of his journey,he 
hires a(mall Brigantine to tranſporthim to Gorfie,and from thence cmbsrques himfelt on a ſhip 
of Marſeilles, which accidently ſtopped there, and ſo failed fir to Aleppo 3 where bing arri- 
ved in leſs than three weeks, 2nd finding his dear friend Z{oroſiiz to be Conſull there for the 
Seigniory of Venice , he ſecretly delivereth this Bracelet and Letter of Imperia to him in his 
ſtudy, where he was then haſtily writing a diſpatch for Cnſtantinople : Bur the arrival of Mer- 
eario, who he knew came from his dearett friend and Miſtreſs Imperia, (for mecr joy) made 
him preſently to caſt away his Hat and Pen, and fo tokitls and rective this her Letter and To- 
ken trom him, whereof with much haſte and more afte&tion breaking up the ſeals , he therein 
found couched theſe enſuing Lines. 


IMPERIA to MOR OSINT. 

Had little thought (becauſe leſs deſerved) that tither prifit or preſwment bad been dearer to 
[| thee than lmperia, or that the Seigniory of Venice, or their Ambaſſador Landy, had had more 
power to ftay thee in Aleppo. than ſhe to have requeſted or Compured thy return to Loretto 3 for if my 
poor beauty, or rich aff. ion to thee, be of ſo low and baſe an eſteem, as thou preferreſt thy wealth and 
reputation to it, then I :m as miſerable as I thought my ſelf happy in my chorſe, and the ſweetneſs of 
my defires and wiſhes conſequently bave end,as ſoon: as they received a beginning. And ſee what a pal- 
pable ixcongruity, yeay what an apparant contradidion there is between thy beart and thy pen , ſith 
fainedly ende«vinring to make me believe thou loveſt my kiſſes and embraces above all the Crowns and 
Scepters inthe world, I yet am truly enforced to ſee that thou loveſt T arxy far better than Italy, and 
art well contented that Palmerius ſhould love me better thaz thy ſelf, for elſe thou wouliſt never per- 
mit, that my fathers tyranny tox;e ſhould (in thy abſence } give a law tomy « fletion to him, or Con- 
ſent that Palmerius ſculd be the Diamena, and thy ſelf prove only the foil of my heart and love : 
And if this ingratitude of thine be not a crime, T kuow a%t what a crime is, nor how ar in what 
terms to define or determine thereof. Judge therefore with thy ſelf (at leaſt if thou art not as wholly 
exempt of judgement as of love ) what a poor half, yea, what a ſmall part I am of thee, when by 
thy volunt ary abſence thou wilt wholly reſign me up to another, and that Palrerius muſt be my Huſ= 
band, when my heart and ſoul; yea, wl en Gol and his Angels well know, I deſire nothing under Hea- 
wen ſomuch, as to live and diethyIWite; or elſe thou wenldſt not have been ſo unkind , to confine thy 
willer io biund thy obſt inacy to no lefſe than a whole years ſequeſtration aud abſence from me, which if 
thy heart were eqaal, or but the leaſt ſhadow of nine, thi wouldeit deem to contain as many moneths as 
hours, and as many ages as moneths, But God ſorbid this diſcourteſie of thine ſhould prove ſo great a 
cruelty to me, or befcre I know what belongs to fortunacy, T ſpou!ld be conſtrained to feet and ſuffer ſo 
much injelicity. Come away there{cre, my dear Moxoltni, and my ſighs, tears, and prayers ſhall im- 
plore the I tnds and Seas to prove propitious to thy ſpeedy returaz and blame not me, but thy ſelf , if 

thy abſence and my fathers objtinacy bereave me of wy ſweet Morolini, and thee of thy Dear. 


IMPERIA 


- Moroſini could not refrain from bluſhing at the reading of this his Miſtreſs Imperis's Letter, 
as aſhamed co ice what an exceeding advantage her cuurtelie had got of his unkindneſs. He 
oitentimes Kiſleth this her Letter and Braceler,2s the two ſweet pledges of her ſweeteſt love and 
affetion to him, the which he vows to require, and ſhortly to make his return, redeem and 
ranſom th: ingraticude of his long ſtay from her. He fhews this Letter of hers to his rwo old 
Comrades, Aſtenicus and Donato, for their friend{hip and familiarity is fill ſo great, as they 
cannot,:hry will not forſake each ocke:) who intinicely tax kis unkindneſs, and condenan his 
Inconitancy, in fequeſtring himſelf ſo long from fo ſweet and fair a Miſtreſs as Imperia. Now 
forthe ſpace of ſom? ten days or: ſini fealteth his friend Mercarto in Alcpp», wherein he forgets 
not continually to folemn'ze his Impriz's health in thebett and richeſt Greek wines ; at the end 
whereo! ( very buuntifully rewarding his love 2nd pains, for ſo often crolling thoſe dangerous 
Seas In his dehal* )he chargeth bim with hys Lecrer in anſwer of his,and in r«quital of her brace- 
Jer of {parks of Diamonds, he retarys and ſends her a fair chain of Gold, and a rich Diamond 
Ring taline | to the en.i che-evf, with a pair of Turkih (ilver embroydered bracelets, and fo 
commits him to the mercy of the Winds and S:2s ; who in bx weeks aftcr arrives ſafely to A#- 
conr, and the next morning poſs away to Lorceto, where repairing ſecretly ro Bondins's houſe,hd 
finds out hi: daughter Imperia alor e,ſolirarily walking at the farther end of the Garden among 
ranks of Sycamour aud Ot ive trees : Who no ſooner efpies Mercario, Þut all her blood fathing 


into her face for joy, theſpecdily trips away towards him, who (fter ſalutes) bidding him 2 


thouſand ctim's welcom home, and'he giving her Morrſeni's Lerter & Token),ſhe claps che laft in 


her pocker,and haftily kiſſing and breaking up theſeals of the fir ſteps aſide 2 pace or two, and 
therein finds and reads theſe lines. | 
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MOR OSINI to IMPERIA, 


Hy ſweet beauty, and rich affettion and conitancy ſhall not only command my reſolution but my ſelf, 
and it 1s impoſſible either for my profie or reputation to give but to receive a Law thereof; for tby 
requeſts being to me commands, and conſequently thy felicity and miſery equally mine , I will therefore 
ſporten and baſien the time of my ſtay, and ſo convert a whole yeer into a few muneths : For if Imperia 
b, Palmerius bis Wife, Morotini cen then never be either bimſelf or bis own friend, and to write 
thee the life of my heart, as thou baſt now the beart of tby ſoul, It 71 not the ambition of a Conſulary dig- 
nity, nor all the treaſure of Turky, or the Indies, which ſhall keep me from en joying of my fair and 
ſweet lmperiazin whoſe divine cheeks andeyes my beart bath imparadited all my m:ft ſover aign earthly 
felicity : So that I not only deny bus defie that Palmerius, or any other of the world, is capable to love ber 
the thouſand part, or ſo tenderly or dearly as ny ſelf ; to whoſe Jake and ſervice 1 mill ſtill be found ready 
to lay d:wn my beſt blood, and to proftitute and ſacrifice my deereſt 13f:. O then, my fair and ſweet Im- 
peria, live therefore my dzar Wife, and Moroil..i will aſſuredly die thy loving and conſtant Huband, 
and thou (halt briefly fee 1h1t I will bate ingratitude as mwcb as thy inconſiderate F ather loves and in- 
tends cruelty toward: thee, an4 m ke thee as Joyful in my priſence, a thow,write ft me thou art afflicted and 
ſorrowful in my abſence. I c:me my ſweer [mpcria, aud if I want 7::.d5 or Seas to bring me to thy bleſ- 
ſed preſence, my ſighs ſhall increaſe the one, and my tears ſupply ard 2ugment the other 19 offe@ it. Pre- 
are theref.re thy beart and eyes to ſce and ſalute meas 1 dy mine arms and lips to embrace and kiſs thee, 
and 1 both bope andreſi confident, that my prayers and conftancy ſeconded by thins, will make thy Fu- 
thers obſtinacy vain, and prove Palmerius his attempts and bopes ridiculous, in thinking to have thee 
1 bis Wife, rho art already mine by choiſe and promiſe, 


MOROSINTLE 


This Letter of Meoreſeri affords no ſmall muſick to the heart, or melody to the miinde of cur 
Imperia,for ſhe ſweetly and caretully creaſureth it up in her breſt and memo: y, and now in hope 
of his ſhort return, ſhe leaves noChurch nor Chappel in or about Lorerro unfrequented to pray 
for ic 3 yea, (be is (o religious and vertuous, as ſhe gives her ſelf wholly to prayer, the ſooner 
to obtain ir ; whiles (in the mean time) her cruel Father Bondino (contrary to her expeCati- 
on end defires) cuts her out new work , in reſuming his old reſolution to marry her to her 
old Lover Palmerizs who ſtill loves her fo tenderly that for her ſake, he will not forſake Lo- 
retto to live in Ancona, lo that here the Reader is prayed to underſtand and know, that Bor?dino 
finally, (and once for all) to caſt his daughter Imperiz and her affe&ion from Morofini to Pal- 
merizes, ſeeing that all other means will not prevail, he infinicely debars her of her liberty,takes 
away from her, her chieteſt apparel and jewels (che delight and glory of young Ladies and 
Gentlewomen) as alſo her beit viands and diet, 2nd in a word intre tech her ſo rigoroully, as 
(upon the matter) he makes her more his priſoner then his daughter, Iaperiz who was never 
herccofore acquaintcd with ſuch ſharp ſeverity and courle enteriainment bites her lip and hangs 
her head herear. But the more ſhe prays her Father to reſerve hec for Moroſini, the more tyran- 
nouſly he commands her ſpeedily ro mart y Palmerizs,fo that all her {ighs and tears to the con- 
trary do rather cxaſperate then appeaſe his indignition againſt her,and now (ke finds the long 
ſtay of Ador-ſtni from her, not only to exceed her ficlt cxpeRacion, but alſo his lait promiſes to 
her in his Letter, and is inforced to ſee, that her Father is as cruel as Palmerizs is obſtinate and 
reſolute in his ſuit to her. She hath nothing to comfort her buc the memory and letters of 
Myoſin, and yet nothing doth ſo much confound her hopes and patience,as her Fathers cruelty 
in croſling this her affeRion. Burt at laſt defpairing of Moreſtni's return, and vanquiſhed by her 
Fathers tyrannic, ſh +(with an unwilling willingneſs) is into: ced co ſuffer her ſelf to be over- 
come by him, as alſo to permit the walls of hcr affeQion, and the bulwarks and fortifications 
of her conſtancy to be battered and razed down, by the incefſſanc (ollicications, gifts, and pray- 
ers of Palmeriws ; So that forgetting her promile, and herlſelt, and putting a rape on her for- 
mer reſolution, ſhe is at laſt corerafted and married to him, or rather co the calamities and 
miſeries which we fhall ſhortly fee will enſue thereot. 

Here now then this 01d dotard Palmerizs is married to faic Imperia, who eſteems himfelt as 
happy as ſhe finds her {elf unfortunate in this match. His Age is too old for her Youth, and 
ber Youth far coo young for his Age; Diſparity of ycars ſeldom (or never)breeds any crue con- 
tent or felicity in Marriage. He cannot ſufficiently e{timate, much Jefs deſerve or requite the 
dainties of her youth,fo thac truth mutt here needs implore this diſpenſation for me of modeſty, 
to atirm that his chiefeſt power was delire; and his beſt performance but luſt towards 


ber ; for whilecs every night, 2s ſoon as ke comes ro bed to her, he falls ro his : 


{leep3 
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{l:cp 3 ſo pour yeurg, Gentiewoman (be turns to her 1 eperitar ce, iſting, (110m her very heert $® 


{out} that her Husbands bed were trer gravz, and that her Nuptials had bean her Funeral, A 
thouſand times cvery day and night ſh: accuſeth her Fathers cruclty and (wich bitter fighs 
and teare ) as viten condemn:th her own levity and inconRtancy tor conſenting, thereunto, She 
can nochcr honour er love hzr husband, orrather not love him, becauſe ſh: ſo tenderly Joyes 
ths prong and honuureth the memory of Moreſnz. Thus vhiles Palmerius retaincth and en 
joyeth our Laperts in his b:d, no leſs doth ſhe her Moroſiz7 in her heart, fo that the firſt hath 
only her body, bur the ſecond wholly her minde and affection , the ſorrowtull conlideration 
and remembrance whereof, doth ſo torment her heart and perplex her mind, that ſhe protefteth 
puvl:ch!y to her (cf, and privately to all the world, that there is no calamity cquall to hers, 
nor no nifery comparable to that of a diſcontented bed. Thus being as much a maid as a wife, 
2nd y<t more a Nun than a maid, ſh: makes ſpiritual Books her cxerciſc,ſolitarineſs her paſtime, 
tir camber r chapp=1.and her Cloſet her Oratory to pray to God to forgive her Fathers cru» - 
ety, and hor Hasbands inditcretion cowards her, as alſo her own inconftancy and treachery to- 
waids Moronigwbich foul ingratitude and crime of hers ſhe cannot remember but with cxtream 
rick, nor once think of, bur with infinite ſhame, ſorrow, and repentance. Although this 
ber 0:4 tubend Palnerivs, be ſo amorous and kind to her,and fo tender of this his fair young 
wile, ht lic !crves no col anbeftowed on her, aſwell in rich apparel, as Chains and Jewels, 
wheooin the id ics and Gendewomen of Italy chictly pride themſelves. But this was not the 
c.mmnr and tciicicy which our Iperia d:{fired becauſe deſerved ; becauſe her freſh youth, and 
hor 4 xbantsiceble and free Ages caſt her heart on other ox polite CONCEus, and her mind on 
other diff. cent contemplations, 
Wales his Bonding and Paterins as much rejoyce as Tmperia mourns and grieves at this her 
uncq al and di:contented Match, and 24.r:ſini confidently relying on the firme afte&tion and 
couttuncy of hi: [yperia made his ttay in Aleppo, ſome ten mon:ths longer than his promiſe to 
h:r, H-: arlatt led by the ftarof her beauty and his ownaff.Rion to her, leaves Turky, and(in 
company of his conſtant old Friends Ajtonicus and Donato) ſets ſail tor Italy, and purpoſely 
puts in with their ſhip into Ancona, where they and hc are no ſooner azrived,burt Mercario find» 
ing him our, entertains him with the welcom of this ſorrowful news, that his Miſtris Imperia is 
now in this City of Ancona, and Married to old Seignior Palmerius, whereat Mor ofin? infinite- 
ly grieve8 and Aſionicus and Donato much wonder. He is ftricken at the heart ar this {orrowfull 
news, and (tootoo ſoon for him) believes it with as much aftlition as admiration. By this 
time likewiſe is I»peria advertized of his and their arrival, whereat ſhe ſeems ro drown her 
{z1f 4n a whole deluge of tears 3 yet not for ſorrow, but for joy of his arrival. He imploys 
Mrearioto her to grant him a private vifit, the which moſt joyfully the next night (ie doth 
in h:r o:vn houſe, her old Husband being in bed, and ſnoring faſt aſlcep. At Morofe;z?'s ct 
tight and entrance into her chamber (where ſhe all alone privately ftays for him) 1: chrows 
h.r {elf on her knees at his fect, and with ſighs, tears, and bluſhes begs his pardon for her un- 
conſtancy in marrying Palnerins, the which ſhe no way attributes to his long ſtay, tur rather 
to her Fachers cruzlcy and her own misfo:tune. Moroſeni is as joyfull of her ſight as ſorrows 
18!l of this her error, and fo will not permit her to knee),becauſc he ſees and knows, 21d 2}o 
atlureh her, char ſhe is til] the Goddels of his heart and affeRtion. He takes her up in hls 
arim3 , and there embraceth and freely pardons her, and fo they reciprocally ſpeak cach to 
other in the ſowcer Language of Jove, | mean of kiffes, ſighs, and tears, with the laſt whertof, 
they again and again, bed:w and walh each others cheeks, as if love had made them tar more 
capable to {igh then ſpeak, and to weep than ſigh : Here their old affc&ions revive, an flame 
forth a new with more violence and impetuohty. She hath no power to deny him any thing, 
no not her {elf. For as he ſwears to live her ſervant, ſo fhe conſtantly vows to live and die his 
handmaid.and that his will ſ1all ever be her Law,and his requeſts in all :};ings her commands 
Here his heart beats for love, and her breſt pants for Joy» For as he promiſeth her, chat ſhe 
ſhall be his ſole and only love; ſo ſhe willingly) forgets her ſelf fo tar, as ſolemnly to pro- 
reſt ro him, thar he ſhall bemore her husband than Palmeriz;, when with many embraces and 
kiſſes, they for that night part. 

The next morning Moroſini and his two Conſorts Aﬀtonicus and Donato (by the feigned way 
of a rejoycing complement) do vilit his young Mittris Imperia, and her od Hy:0in Palme 
ris, who (more out of his own goodnefs then their deſerts) bids them all moft k:no'y an 
cou: terufly welcome They congratulate with him for this his happy match with Imopertd, 
tor which, old Palmerizs reſpeCtively thanks them, but he knows not what devgerons 1113668 


Iu: k under the green leaves of this their pretended fair courtelte. Aa. H-IEE wu” 
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thc is ſo reſerved in her comportment , and fo coy in her carriage towards them, that (accor- 
ding to the cuftome of Itzly ) her Husband can hardly perſwade or cauſe her to ſce and fallute 
them, the which art laſt ſhe faintly and fainedly performs , rather with an eyc of diſdain then 
of reſpe&t. They all ſee the young Wife with love and pitty, but look on her old Husband with 
contempt and envy 3 yet Morofini then and there in Realth ſees Imperia's heart in her eyes,when 
in counterchange, ſhc knowes his heart by his cnamoured lookes and countenance : So Pal- 
merius (being as innocent as aged) having diſcouſed with them about their voyage,and abour 
Turkge and Conſtantinopleyand courtcouſly prayed them to be no ftrangers to him and his houſe, 
whilcs the contrary winds kept them here in Ancona , which they readily and thankfully pro» 
miſe him, they for this time take leave cach of other, Aſtonicue and Donato highly applauding 
the beauty of Imperiay and Moroſini infinitely condemning and contemning the ſimplicity and 
age of her old Husband Palmerius. 

- But this is not all, for that very aftcr-noon Moroſin; (out of the intemperate heat and paſſion 
of his love) by a confident Meſſenger ſends to pray Imperia to meet him at three of the clock in 
hcr Garden, which was a pretty way diftant from her houſe, the which ſhe joytully grants him; 
and here it is where they mect, and where I am enforced to ſay, that in the Pavillionor Ban- 
queting»=houſe of this Garden, thefe our two yourhfull lovers (after a thouſand ſweet kiffes 
and embraces) firſt received cach of other thoſe amourous delights and pleaſures, which mo- 
deſty will nor, and chaſtity avd honefty cannot permit meto mention, as alſo for that theſe 
pils of (agar are moſt commonly candid in bitter wormwood and gall, and but too frequemly 
prove hogey to the palate, but poyſon to the heart and ſoul. : 

And here in this her Garden ( Ifay again ) was the very firft time and place where our fair 
Imperia, who was ſo famous in Lorettoand Axcona for her Picty and Chaſtity , forgetting 
the firſt, made ſhipwrack of the Iaft,8 where of a Gentlewoman of honour,ſhe loft her honor by 
committingthis her beaftly fin of ſenſuality & Adultery.When the winds, which were contary to 
Morofinies voyage proved fo favourable and propitious to his luftfulldefires, that he thinks of 
noching lefſe than of his return to Venice, nor of any thing ſo much as of his ſtay here in £4 
cone, with his fair and ſweet love Imperia 3 who likewiſc finds lefic contens and pleaſure in 
the compauy of her husband Palmerius than ſhe hoped for, and now far more in her dear friend 
Woreſini than ſhe cither dreamt or expeRted : In which triviall regard, and finfull confideration 
ſhe (in a manner ) abandons the firft , and gives her ſelf wholly over to the will and pleafurc of 
the ſecond, and ſo turning the cuſtome of theſe their laſcivious daliances into a habit, and that 
into a ſecond nature , both in her Garden, and her own houſe,ſhe very often (both by day and 
night) commits this bitter-ſweet ſin of Adultery with Aorofini , whereof a ſubtile young Ne» 
phew of Palmerius, of ſome cighteen years old, who wat his Siſters Son,and tearmed Richards, 
ukes cxa&t and curious notice, and once among the reſt he peepes inat the key-hole of his 
Aunts Chamber door, and there ſecs her and Seignior Aoroſin: on the bed together, andin no 
ſe familiarity then was requefite or could be expe&ted betwixt his Unkle her Husband Pal- 
merius and her {elf ; whercupon ſecretly envying and hating her, becauſe he was afraid ſhe 
ſhould beare away all, or at leaft the greateſt part of his ſaid Unkles Eftatc and Wealth from 
him (who for want of Children, hopcd that he therefore ſhould be his adopted Heirc) he 
therefore malicioufly beares the remembrance of this objc& and accident in his mind, wich an 
intent that when occafion ſhould hereafter preſent the report and knowledge thereoftto his ſaid 
Unkle, he might juſtly cauſe him wholly to heave and raze her out of his good opinionand 
affcAion. ; 

As for Moeroſini and Imperia they (notwithſtanding all this) do Rtill firongly cndea- 
vour to blear the cyc3 of her Husband Palmerius,, who ( thinking his Wife to be as chaft as 
fair, and rather a Diana than a Lais) out of his good nature doth ſometimes in his houſe 
feaſt Morofizz and his two Conſorts &Foricus and Donato : But they will prove pernicious and 
atall gueſts to him, for cre long we ſhall ſee them require this hoſpitality and courtcfic of his 
with a prodigious and treacherous ingratitude. In which mean time all Axcone rclounds 
ofthe great expence and profuſe prodigality of Morofini, and hisewo Aﬀeociats, for they 
tere Revell ic outin the beſt Tavernes and Companies of the City , and not only excced 0+ 
thers, but alſo themſclves, in the richneſs and bravery of their Apparcll, but moſt eſpecially, 
Morofini, whoſe Apparcil is every way fitter for an Italian Nobleman, than a Venctian Mer- 
chant. Our Luftfall and Laſfcivious Imperia is never well contented or pleaſed bur in 
big preſence , and her Hisbands abſence; and hereto relate the truth of her heart, Moreſixi 
more her Husband than Palmerius z or rather Palmerius is but the ſhadow, and 
Morofini the effentiall ſubſtance of her Huzband,, and thercfore'(1 defire the FOOnne bO 
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kno » and rcmmbcer) cad li cat icgard and Conndcration | nave purpolcly enticed this Hi- 
ſtory not cobe of Palmerius and Imperic, but of Moroſini and Tmperia- Ge 
_ Mmrofivly Aſtonicut, and Donato (in their Lodging and Chambers) have many times many 
ptivate ſpegthes and conferences, what pitty is it-that ſo ſweet and faire.a young Genlewo- 
man a3 AndvFe2, ſhould (by rhe conſtraint of her unkind and crucli Father) thus be clogged 
and chained .in Marriageto ſo old a Dotard as Palmcrius, (fora more favourable Epithiete 
cheir Vanity.and Folly could not-afford to give him) and Moroſint (in the dumb eloquence 
and Logick.of Imperia's fighes and teares) apparantly bcleeves ,that (in her Heart and Soul ) 
the infinitly d:firech and wiſheth cthac Polmerizs were in Heaven,and himfelf now her Husband 
here. on earth in his place; He reads as much in her lookcs and Countenance, and is 
therefore, confident. that her heart and ambicion aſpire to no ſweeter earthly felicity. Hg 
hath not loſt his Wir in his Aﬀe&ion , nor wholly drowned his Jugement, «either in the 
freſh Rofes and Lillies of her Beauty, or in the reſplendant luſtie ot thoſe ſparkling Dia- 
monds and S:arres, her Eyes. Heknowes that his Eſtate is far inferiour to his Birth and ex+ 
cra&ion, and yet that his prodigalities and expences (both in Twrkey and Traly) are far ſupe. 
riour and. above his Eftate : He would fainc ( therefore ) find out che msanes ro bear up his 
port , and.conſequently to peeſerve his Reputation wich the whole world, the which he e- 
ſteemes <quall co his lite , ifnot abovcit. He knowes that, Iwperis is already more his Wife 
than her. Husbands , and is very confident that he can make her ape for; any impreſſion, and 
capable of any delign 3 which may advance his own fortiines, and confirm both their contents, 
whereunto conjoyning the [weeneſle of her Beauty, and the exccllency of her Feature, and 
the excceding great Wealth of her old Huzband, he adding all theſe confiderations together, 
they kcre-weigh kim down w H:1! and Satan, by terminating his thoughts & fixing bis hears 
upon this Hellifh Reſolution, to feud him ſpeedily go Heaven in a bloody winding ſheet; 
and no other charitable chought, or Chriſtian cenfideration can divert him from this inhu- 
mane and bloody projeQ, neicher can he poflibly reap any truce of his.thoughts, or peace of 
his Heart, before he have attempted and finiſhed it, | 5. | 
Towhichicnd , the very next Night that he lay and wantontzed in Bed. with his Impiris, 
( for God knowes her old Husband lay but ſeldome with her) and finding her extraordinarily 
co.figh, the layes hold of this advantage, and opertunity, .and very earneſtly demands of hen 
what aylcs her, whereat her tongue'then flcd to her hcart,becauſe her heart was then flying from 
God to thc;Devill, ſo fhe continues her fighing,: but-is ſtill mate and returns him no anſwer, 
Till at laſt. #1or»ſznz ſuſpeRing that in her which his hopes defired, and his deſires hoped for, 
chen'1.fay woat his demands could not obtain of her, his kifſes do, when ſwearing him to ſe+ 
creſic,ſhe (after many far fetch ſtghes) tells him ;. chat fhe loves him ſo.dearly and tenderly,as 
far'bis ſane (ſhe-tither wiſhcth her ſclfe in her Grave , or her Husband Palmerivs in Heaven 5 
which is che ſweet Muſick and melody that Moroftas cxpeQs, and which to his unexpreſſabl 
joy henow r-c:ives from her, when paying her the principalland intereſt of this her-deareſt 
Love and aſl:&ijon towards him, with many kiſſes; he paſſionaly intreats her, that ſhe will 
imploy him'to finith this pleating Tragedy, bat ſhe is again mute hereat,and therefore he again 
more earn{ily intreates her to confer this favour on-him 4 Who-then taking Counſell of her 
Luft, and of Helf, the grants his firſt Requeſt herein with filence, but his fecond with' 
a free' and Checrfull Confeur, When ( as two Wrerched and Bloody Miſcreants) they 
reciproceily iweare ſccrelte herein each to other, as alſo that they will ſpeedily diſpatch himy 
and io 1n a very fnort time alcer Marry each other, - and no longer live in 4 NCON A bat 
in YFNICE, Bur whacafztall, whata Helliſh contra& was this? which they equally 
confirm as well wich Qaichs as Kiſſes, and how at one timedo/I pirty both their Youth and 
Follpand hate their obſcene dff: Rions each to'other ; and their foul crimes umto God herein! 
They catmorcontent rhemiclves wich Luſt but with Blood, for they are ſo reſolutly inhumabe 
and *tmpious, :8 they will needs adde Murther to Adultery, as if one of thoſe two fonle finnes 
were not enough ſutticient to make both of them wrethed in this Life,ifnot wiſerable'in that 
toxcbme; Bur the D-vill is ſo ftrong with them as they vow to advance.,and difdaine to retite 
iothe perpteratton of this deplorable buſinefſe; So from the-matter they proceed to the 
manner hereot.' - Moroſizi propoſecth Poyſon, but Imperia reje&s this his opinion, as being 
danperomdoth in the procuring and adminiftring. When ſhe propoundeth to have him nile 
by nigh int:is Bed, tothe which after two or three pauſes and confiderations, he will and. 
freely ennſ-ntech, So hereon they both do finally agree and reſolve. But becauſe Moroftni 
knowes'his Imperss to be atvile and weak Woman, and therefore fitter for counſell than cxe- 
cation , and hin folf alone paradventure not ftrong enough (with ſafety ) to perform ie 
wickour lone other mens alliltance, he therefore t:Ils her that he will likewiſe engage 
his 
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his faithtuil iricnds and companions A(tonicus 8nd Donato herein. But Imperia is extreamly 
againſt it, as grounding her apprebenſion and tear upon this Maxime. Thar as one is' more 
capable and proper to keep counſel then two, ſo conſrq 1ently are two than four. Bit when 
(in an{wer hercot Ye vows and ſwears to her that they are no lefs bis tai: htull friends and 
ſervants than he hers; then (with much alacrity and joy ſhe yeelds thereunto, fo they con» 
firming this their agrecment with wany Oatbs, and ſcaling it with a world of kiffes, he leaves 
this his fair ſweet-hearr in bed, and at break of day departs from hcr,and ſo hies him home to 
his own Lodging to his two companions Aſtonicus and Denaro, who( the premiſes conlidered) 
do: perleftly know, at what n;idnight Maſs he hath been, what ſhrine he hath viſited, and 
what Saint adorcd and prayed to. | 
Some three hours after they all call for their breaWaſts, the which as ſocn as they have ta- 
ken and endcd,( for (till as y-r the wind is contrary tor thtm to ſet ſail for Venice ) Morcſint 
praycs them forthwith to walk with him up ro the Domc(or Cathedrall Church)of that Ci- 
ty which ſtands over it on a high rocky hill,and there proudly looks up towards the Mountains 
of Loretto , and Recagnati, and down to the azur'd plains and'valleys of the Adriatique Sca 
(whereon Boreas rings his Northern peals, and Neptune dancerth his Southerne Lavolta's.) 
So here in this famous Church , (which was built tor offering vp religious prayers 
to God, and not for making upbloody conferences and contratts ro, and with the Devill ) 
Morofini firſt acquaints them with this bu/inc(s,and with his , and his DI»feriaes moſt carncit 
pravers, and aff fionate r:queſts for their afliftance therein ; Sith the life of her old doating 
Hu:band wasno lefs their effliftion and miſcry , than this his death would infallibly prove 
their proſperity, triumph and glory , becauſe (he was formerly contrafted ro himſelk, long be- 
fore is marricd her ; which ſhe .was enforced and conftraincd to do through the craclry and 
eyrannic of her Father, Now as their necds not gow god words and perfwafions to bafe 
hearts , and polluted and prophanc fouls,who of th:mſcives arc already diſpoſed ro wickedneſs. 
and prepared to finfull ations : So (becauſe of Moreſinz's old friendſhip and familiarity, of Im- 
perias bceuty, and her old Hasband Palmerins his exceeding great wealth and riches) theſe two 
graccleſs wretches Atonicus and Donato do cheerfully promiſe Aforofini , the very utmoſt of 
their p-fſible powers forthe accompliſ...rent hercof, whereon they all three doe there ſolemnly 
and in:<rchangeably give their hands and gaths, as alſo for cternall fſecrefie. Which done 
they return to their Lodging and at dinner (whten they had purpoſely ſent away their Ser= 
vants , 28 alſo thoſe of the houſe ) they in very great glafſcs of A/banie wine, do on their knees 
er, drink h«-ichs to the proſperity of this their intended great buſineſs : The which after dinner 
"Ir Moroſin ( with much joy ) fully relates to his Imperie, and ſhe (for her part ) underſtands and 
ſe= re-cives 1c from hira with no leſs delight and exhileration. When being ( as ſtrongly ſeduced 
ja a) provoked by their laſcivious defires, as they were mecrly propagated and engendred by. the 
nz D: -:i] who was the firſt and fole Author thereof ) impatient of all delayes they conclude to 
abl f ith his buſineſs the ſecond night after, (which(as I have been credibly informed in Ancona) 
reſt | was the very Eve of the purification of the blefſed Afar fo famous and famoufed in Loretto)and 
zl BY hcreon thi(e our two luftfull and lewd Lovers Morofini and Imperia do give and take cxa& and 
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ain Y curious direQions cach from other , both of the hour and che manner, thereby the beucer to 
her | diſpatch it, with Icfſc danger and more affurance and facility z And they are fo laſcivious in 
ith! } their wiſhes, ſo vain and prophane in their hopes, fo cruel] and inhomane in their defires, and 


hey | fotcirce and bloody in their refoſutions,at they think every hour an ape before they ſee it cf- 
im; | feftcd. All this while our innocent and harmelefs old Palmerins, albeit he have the will, but not 
bat | the power to pleaſe his young wife Imperia by night. yet by day (yea and almoſt every day) 
ally he hath both the power and will to beſtow ſome rich gifts and preſents on her, and to rain 
and | down ſhowers of Gold into her lap, as Fove did to his fair Danae, and as one way hc heldic 
int | vis fclicity to gaze and contemplate on the excellency of her pure beauty, ſo again he made it 
"abs his delight and glory to ſec her flant it out in rich and brave Apparrell, and alſo to provide 
mes her the moſt rareſt Viands and dainticſt dyct that Gold or Silver could procure. But pooer 
that £ ©<merius(all this colt and courtefic of thine to thy wife notwithſtanding )) Iam enforced ta 
write with equall pity to thee, and ſhame to her, little dofſt thou conceive or think , what a 
dang-rous Cockatrice or pcrnitious Viper thou harboureſt-in harbouring her in thy Houſe, 
thy Bcd, thy Boſome. | 
The diſmall night being now come, which theſe four ex:crable perſons have defigned and 
dcVined for the finiſhing of chis deplorable buſineſs. It is no ſooner twelve of the Clock by 
Morofinies watch, buthe with Aijtonicns and Donato (with their Rapicrs and Piſtols withone 
ay light Jiu: forth their lodging, and preſently trip to Palmerius houſe, where (according to 
Promilc ) they find the ſtreet door a little open and Imperia(as a fury of H:!1 there ready rs 


n receive 


Gods R evenge againft Murther. 
receive them, when although it were a time and place far more fitter tor ch<m to tremble than 
kiſs 3 yet fo fervent is the fice of Moreſini and Imperias Jaſcivious and turious aff-Cion; as they 
cannot. yet refrain from giving cach other one, or two at leaſt, When leaving Don4to ( with 
his Rapier drawn) cloſe within the door, to guard and make it good againſt aj} oppoling ang 
intervening accidents, Morofini leads Imperia by her right arme, and Atonicys by ihe lefr, ara} 
ſo for the more ſecurity (purpoſely )leaving their ſhoes below with Doratey, and drawing on 
wollen pumps, they all chrce aſcend the ſtairs when ſh: ( with wondertull filence ) firft cone 
duQs them to her own Chamber({ which was ſome two diſtant from her(Hugbands) where the 
windows b:ing cloſe ſbur, and a (mall wax candl: burning on her Table, and her Frayer-book 
by it wherein(fill expcRing the hour of midnight)ſhe filently reads whiles the Devill held the 


given ſich order, that hec Husbands N2phew Richards, and all the fervants oi the houſe, were 
gone to b:d above three hours betore : Thus this treacherous fhz-devill Tperia(for | can ng 
more tearm her a woman, much leſs awitc, and leaft ofall a Chriſtian ) is tz tatall guid eo 
bloody Moroſini and Ajtoxicus, who brings then firſt to the door of h:r old Ry:band Palme. 
rius his Chamber, which ſhe had purpoſcly left a little open, and then to his bed, v0 is dcep- 
ly and ſoundly {leping in his innocency towards them, as they were butro9 tuo wide waking 
in thcir invetcrat malice againſt him, (ſh: keeping the door, and Merofini if>;;d ing by one fide 
of the b:d, and Ajtonicus by the other , they there (in regard of his impotencic and wearne(s) 
docallly ſtifle him to death, not fo much as ſ{uff:ring him eicher once to crie or ſc:e2ch 3 and 
then then tomake ſure workgthey ſpeedily and violently thruſt a {na]ll Orcnge into his moorh, 
thereby the better to cover and colou out this their villanic to the world , in making all 
men bc.lecv2, that it was Palmerins himfelt who had put that Orenge into his own 
mouth, thereby purpoſely to deftroy himſelf z when leaving his breathleſs body in his bedythe 
ſccrecly iſſue torch the Chamber, and ſhe draws faſt the door after ker, and fo deſcends with 
them down the ſtairs to the Street-door, where with much triumph, joy, and thanks between 
them all, Moroſin: giving his Imperia many kifles, and ſhe defiring them all three immcdiatly 
to repair to their Lodging, and not-to ſtir thence till chey hear from her, which ſhe promiſeth 
Morofini (hall be as toon as conveniently. and poſſibly ſhe can, they depart home : When the firſt 
foftly bolting the Street-door , and then her own Chamber- door, ſhe prefently(with much fe- 
curity , and no repentance ) betakes her ſelf to her bed, where (vilde wretch that ſhe is) ſhe ng 
more wakes fnr grict at the life, but now ſleeps for joy at the death of her old dozting Husband 
Palmerius, Burt we ſhall not go for, before we ſec God convert theſe her triumphs into tears, 
and this her falſe Joy into true miſeric and confufion for the ſame. 
| The manner thus. 

Whiles Moroſini, Atonicus, and Doxatodo in their Lodging , for joy of this their bloudic 
fa, carowſe the remainder of the night, and the next morning keep their beds till nine of the 
clock, without once thinking of God or Hzaven or of fearing cither Hell or Satan 3 Imperie 
patting an Angels face on her devilliſh heart, gocs(according to her accuftomed manner )about 
{ix ofthe cloek in the morning away with her waiting- maid, and ber Prayer-book and Beads 

| In hand, to hcar Maſs at Saint Fraxcis (which is the Gray Fryers?) Church near to the Jews 
Street , with an intent to ſtay there in her Ocaiſons till paſt cight. Bur Jer the reader judge, 
with what a prophane zealand prodigious and impious devotion fhe doth it ; as alſo farther 
know, that God who is the great Judge of Heaven and Earth(in his ſacred Juſtice) is now r& 
ſolved co bring this lamentable murthering of Palmerius to deteRion and light , and. to pro- 
claime and publiſh it to the {1ght and knowledge of the world by a way no leſs ſtrange than 
remarkable. | 

Wirhin leſs than half an hour that Tmperia went away to Mafs to Saint Francis Church, an 
Inn-keeper of Loretto, who dwelt there at the fign of the Crown, named Antonio Herbas , ar- 


ſpcaking with his Nephew K ic>2rds, he delivercth and ſendeth up the Leiter tro his Unckle, 
bes. ' Whothen opening the latch ot his Chamber door, he no ſooner entereth , but with his foot be 
"a ftumablcs at a pair of rich Glover, which taking up, and knowing them to belong to Seigyior 
"4H Morofini, becauſe ſome two or three daycs together he had ſeen him wear them, he with a tmile 
claps them into his pocket , and ſo giving his Unckle the good morrow , he advenceth up to 

his bed, to deliver him this Letter : When with drawing the Curtains , hee(contrary to his cx- 

| peRation) finds him dead, and well-near cold in his bed, with a whole ſmall Orenge in his 


brings up two fervants of the houſe , to enquire and know whae the cauſe thereof might 
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candle to h:r, (h2 there gives cach of them a pillow to work this damnadle fz&, having ſilently * 


rives there In Ancouato Palmerins houſe, with a Letter for him from his Father Boxdino; who 


mouth ; whereat hee makes ſo lameutable and forrowfull an out-crie that the noiſe thereof 
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Who being likewiſe \+d ſpe&ators of this their Maſters fudain and unfortunate death, they 
conczive and belceve , that he had voluntarily topped his own breath , and deſtroyed timiclt 
by putting this Or:nge in his mouth, and that his face being black and ſwollen, was only his 
own ſtrugling for life againſt deathz which opinion of theirs, in common fenſe and reaſon was 
probablc cnough, it God had not here reſolved to diſprove it, in verifying and making appa- 
rant the contrary. For Kichardo ( who was of a pregnant wit , and of a fharp and 
quick apprehenſion }) confidering that theſe were Moroſinz's Gloves which he found there 
in his Linckles Chambc:r; and his memorie now tclling his heart, what leſcivious daliances 
and{»bſcene embraces and familiarity his cycs had latcly ſeen and known bety cen him and his 
Aunt Impesia, as alſo that God. heretofore prompted and informed his ſoul , that they both 
had an cqua!l ſhare and hand in this lamentable murther of his Unckle, and that it was far der- 
ter for him jultly co reine her now, then ſhe unjuſtly ro begger him h:reafter ; Hee therefore 
(with tears in his eycs)prayes the ſervants to ſtay a liccle while in the Chamber with his dead 
Uncklec till his return ; and then (with thoſe Gloves in his pocker, and this Letter in his hand) 
he ſpecds away to the Podeftate (or criminall Judge) of this City , named Seignior Ludovicus - 
Ceranno, and in a paſſionate and ſorrowtull ſp:cch makes him know as much as himfelf knows 
of this lamcntable murther of his I 1ckic Palmerins, forthe which he ſtrongly chargeth Mo- 
rofini and his faid Aunt Imperia to be the Author and Ator, and ſo craves Juſtice on then borh 
for the ſame. This grave perſonage is very ſorrowfull at this lamentable accident , and like- 
wiſe at this rclation and accuſation of Richardo, as well for the manner thereof, as for the qua» 
lity of the perſons who he hcars and fears are intcreſted herein, when walking a turn or two, 
deeply contemplating hereon in his Chamber , he fits himſelf down in his Chair ; and then 
(bidding Richardo approach nearer to him Jhe ſcrioufly demands of him theſe four Queſtions. 
Firft, if he were affurcd that theſe were Moreſin?*s Gloves 3 to which Richardo anſwered, he per- 
{caly knew chem to be his, for that he had ſeen him wear them three or four ſeverall times. 
Secondly , where Moroſ14: was lodged in that City; whereat he replyed , that he and his two 
aſſociats, Aitonicus and Donato , lay at the ſign of the Ship upon the Key. Thirdly , where 
he thoughc his Aunt Imperia now was; whercat he tells himyſhe is now in Saint Francis Church 
in hcr devotions. And tourthly, what Letter that was which he hcld faft ſealed in his hand; 
when he alio informed him, that this was the very ſame Letter which he formerly told him 
of , the which Scignior Boxd:xo ( the Father to his Aunt Imperia)ſent to his LUlnckle this morn- 
ing from Loretto, by an Inn-keeper of that Town, nam:d Antonio Herbas, whom he ſaid he 
had brought along with him to affirm ſo much; the which being called up before the Podeftate 
he upon his corporall Oath did ſo : when the Podeſtate taking that Letter from Kichardi,and 
breaking up the Scals thereof, he finds it to fpeak this language. | 


BONDINO to PALMERIUS. 


T was a (enſible grief to we, when 1 fir(t heard of Moroſini's arrivall from Tarkic to Ancona 

but far the greater, when I ſince underjt «nd of his long and lingring ſtay there : and to write thee 
the truth of my heart, my thoughts by day , and my dreams by night, do ſtill prompt and afſure me, 
thas as it is likely he will attempt ſomething againſt the Chaſtity of thy Wife my Daughter, ſo it is wot 
zmpoſſtole for him likewiſe to plot ſomewhat againit thine own liſe; for by nature and inclination I © 
heare he is very malicious and revengefull. If he depart ſpeedily ts Venice, then burn this. Letter in 
Ancona (which I now ſend thee there by my neighbour Antonio Herbas ;) but if he farther protratt 


bis tay theres then ſpeedily bring thy ſel{ and thy Wife away to me here in Loretto; where my Houſe 


ſhall be a Santjuary for her, and a Caitle and Cittadel for thy ſelf : Slight not this my carefull and 


tender advice to thee, but rather reſolve with confi dence, that as God gave it firft to my heart,ſo from 
my beart I moſt affe&ionatly now ſend it to thee. 


BONDINO:. 
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The Podeſtate being aſcertained of all theſe Evidences, from the confteflion of Ricbards, the 
Gloves of Moroſini, the Letter of Bondino,and the acknowledgement of Herbas, although here. 
upon he verily believes that Paimerius was ſtifled in his bed by his Wife Imper:a and her lover 
Morofini, yer (asa wiſe Judge anda prudent Magiftrate) he will inform his knowledge of one 


Important point more, for the better difquiſiction and vindication of the truth of this deplo- | 


rable bufineſs : He will not ſend any ſubordinate Officer , bur a privat friend of his, to the 
Hoaſt of the Ship upon the Key, where MyroGni lodged, whoſe name he now knows to be Ste- 
phano Fandi, and that (in favour of a Cup ot Wine) he ſhould couricouſly allure him hometo 
his houſe and preſence, the which chat friend of his performs 3 where the Pod: {tate then told 
him, that he hath been informed by divers, tha: he is an honeſt man,and therefore in friendly 
ſort he prayes him to anſwer him the truth of three demands which he ſhali make tintohimg, 
Firſt, if Morofinz and his fricnds A/tonicus and Donato lay in his boulc all che laſt yight, or if 
not, when they went abroad, and at what hour returned, When Fundi ( performing his dutie 
and reverence to} the Padeſtate) tclls him, that they all three went torth of his houſe together 
the laft nighe wich their Rapicrs , without any lights, a licele after ewelive of the clock , and 
returned home again a little before two,as near as he ceuld gueſs. Secondly, the Podeftate 
fh:ws him the Glover, and azkes of him, if he thought theſe were Moroſini's ; to the which hg 


| anſwered, he did aſſure himſelf they were, for that he had many times ſeen him wear them, 


Thirdly, he enquires of him,if he knew wherc Moroſini, Atonicus,and Donato now werczwiicre« 
unto he m:de anfwer, that after they came home eo his houſe the laſt night, they merrily car- 
rowſed and drank in their Chamber till fix of the clock in the morning ; that they then went 
to their beds, and there as yet they all lay ſoundly ſleeping. The Podcſtace having thus happily 
clearcd all theſe rubs, hz makes no doubt they were the murtherers of Palmerins, and therefore 
reſolves ſpecdily to lay fare hold of them all. Burt he is fo ſolid and wiſe in his adminiftrarion 
of Juftice, as he will add ſubtilcic to his power,and diſcretion to his authority, Firkt therefore 
in fricndly manner he confines Fardi to a Chamber here in his 0:»n houſe, to prevenr that he 
ſhould nor return hometo tell tales to Morofixi and his affociates. Then he preſently ſends away 
two of his own Sons, who were gallans young Gentlemen, named Seignior Alexandro and Thi- 
*1aſo Ceranno ( who were ignorant of all this matter) with his Coach co Saint Francis Church, 
and when they there ſee the fair Gentlewoman Imperia to iffuc forth,then in courteous manner 


- nottofailrobring her away in Coach with them to his houfe,under pretext and colour , that 


the Lady Hororie their Mother doth defire to ſec and ſpeak with her, and tha: ſhe will pleaſe to 
paſs one hour with her in her Garden,with whom and where ſhe('by the way of viſits Jhad fore 
merly ſometimes been. Thefe two young Gentlemen ( in obedicnce to their Fachers com- 
mands ) drive away to that Church , and preſently cfpic Imperia on her knees ; who now riſcth 
and gocs forth ; they follow her , and in the ftreery with their Hats in their hands , do preſenc 
their Lady Mothers requeſt and errand to her, as we have formerly heard. Imperia knowing 
them to be the Podeftarcs ewo Sons , ſhe at firſt is ſo infinicely perplexed, grieved,, and amazed 
hercat, yca, (he is hereupon vexed and tormented in fo ſtrange a manner, that with much per- 
turbation of mind,ſhc now(through her foul and guilty conſcience) looks pale for ſorrow,and 


preſently red again for ſhame 3 ſo that in the turning of a hand, and ewinkling of an cyc, ſhe 


exchangerh the Lillics of her Checks into Roſes, and thoſe Roſcs as ſoon again into Li!lics, 
But then (fearing her danger leaft, when ſhe had all the reaſons of the world both to doh and 
fear it mott ) conlidering that the Podeftate and the Lady his Wife were her kind a1: © 

rable good fricnds ,and had now ſent their Coach for her, as alſo obſcrving the fair carriage 
and courteous language of theſe two her young Sons towards heryfſhe then (* being b' ini by 
the D:vill)doth ſo wholly forget both her crime and berdanger, ber judgemen! +41 (vr {ei 
that rcjeRting hcr fear y and compoſing her countenance to a modeſt chearfullnefs, ſhe witling- 
ly obeycs the Mothers commands, and accepts of the Sons courteſic, and ſo gocs alung home 
witch chem in their Coach, where being arrived, Theſe two young Gentlemen, do ther and 
condu@her up to the Gallery, where not the Lady their Morher , but the Podeſtar- :i-ir Fa- 
ther , (occompanied with two other grave Officers of juftice attended her comming. Their 


= 
Rte 


very firſt ſight is ſufficiently capable to daunt her courage with fear , and to tranſpierce her | 


hear: and ſoule with forrowz When the Podeftate calling her ro him, ,hee with a fterne 


. Countenance gives her this thundring pcale for her good morrow and breakiaft, That 


hee is ſorry to ſce that fo fair a Gentlewoman as her ſelf , ſhould harbour and enſhicine 
C> foule a heart, That her good 01d Husband Seignior Palmeriusis this morning found 
Gifled to death in his Bcd with an Orenge in his mouth , and that hee both thinks 


and aſſures himſelfc » it is done by her, and by hcr bloody Ruffian and Enamourato me 
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Morofini and [] mperia. 


for the which he ſaith he is conſtrained (in honour to Juſtice) to make her Priſoner to rhe 
Pope his Holincſs, his Soveraign Lord and Maſter , whereat this falſe hypocrite Iperis (with 
a world of ſighs and tears crics out and tels him, that ſhe lcit her old Huchand Palmerius in 
perfe& health in his bed this morning, that therefore ſhe hop<th and truſteth in God he is not 
murthered, or if he be, that it muft needs be done by his wretched Nephew Richardo, who 
impaticntly gaped and hoped for his great wealth and riches, or cle by ſome Devill in. his 
ſhape, of his ſeducing and hiring him thereunto. T hat Morifin; is not her Ruthan or Ena- 
mourato, but a brave Marchant by his profeſſion , and an honourable Gentleman of Venice by 
birth and cxtraftion, and that ſhe dares pawn her life for his, that they arc both of them as in- 
nocent of chis foul crime as the Infants who were born but the laſt night, end thac ſhe hath 
far more reaſon to weep for thedeath of her Husband, than any way to fear her own life, be- 
cauſe ſhe knows that God is the defendzr of Innocents, and the Prote@or of the righteous, with 
many orher paſſionate and forrowfull ſpeeches conduRing and Jooking that way but theſe her 
ſpeeches and tears cannot prevaile with the Podeftate,for both he and his two Colicgues do 
yct firmely beleeve that ſhe is guilty of this inhumane murther ; So he impriſoncth ker iv a 
Chamber of his own houſe for that day, and intends at night to ſend her to the common 
Goale of that C ity. Now as ſhe is led «long between two Llſher: (or Scrjeants through a Jow- 
er room , where all the Podeſtatcs Se: vants and ſome few others of the City were flocked thi- 
ther to ſce hes paſs by, ſhe infinitly more caring for her Morofini's life , and fearing his death 
than her own, it is her chance to cſpic Mercario (whom we have formerly underſtood ſhe ſent 
with her Letters to him to Conſtantinople and Aleppo , and knowing that the Serjeants would 
then difficulrly permit her to ſpeak with any of the company , ſhe amidſt her tears bethinks 
her {.1f of a pretty pollicie; 'ſor as ſhe paſt cloſe by Aercario ſhe purpoſely lets fall hee Gloves 
and wet Handkerchief for him to take up, the which he doth 3 and as he was ſtooping to ef- 
tet it, ſhe ſecretly and ſwiftly rounds him in his car thus. 1 pray go inſtarely upon the Kay 
to Moroſini's lodging, and tell him that Iam a Priſoner in the Podefſtates houſe , for the buſi- 
nefic he knows of , and therefore that he (and Aftonicrs and Donats) do ſpeedily provide for 
their ſafety, as alſo that if I had a thouſand lives I would willingly loſe and facrifice them all 
tor to preſerve his,and that T will live and dye his moſt loving fricnd and faithfull handmaid, 
the which as ſoon as ſhe had uttered , ſhe is impriſoned in a dzrk Chamber : where ſhe hath 
none bur her guilty conſcience, the bare walles, and the ewo Scrjeants for her miſerable com- ' 
foreers 3 and yer here(thinking to breath and draw ſome hope among all her diſpair and ſor- 
rows, [h: prayes one of the Scrjeants to report her kumble ſervice to the Lady Hoxoria the Po- 
dcftates Wife,and to pray her to oblige and honour her ſo much as to ſee and ſpeak a word 
wich her. Burt ſhe having been informed by the Judge her Husband that heabfolutcly held and 
belecved her to be the murtherer of her own Husband $S eignior Palmerius , (he was too honou- 
rablc to grant Imperia this courtcfic, and therefore (in detefſtation of her foul fa&)highly dif 
dained to afford her this charity and conſolationgand ſo flatly denies cither to ſee or ſpeak with 
her. And now do the Podeftate,and his two Collcaguecs fit and debate in Councell with them- 
ſclves , how and in what manner to ſurprize Moroſini, Aſtonicus , and Donato , for although 
they arc not ſure, yet by their abſence the laſt night from their lodging with Moroſini they 
think that they two arc acceſſarics with bim herein; Firſt, they are ot opinion to ſcize on their 
ſhip, which is at Anchor in the Road; termed the Realto of Venice (a name think derived and 
taken from the Merchants Exchange of that City tcarmed the Realto, or elſe from the Realto 
Bridge,which (for enc Arch )is doubtleſs the rareſt , faireſt, and richcf Bridge of the world) 
which ſhip was of ſomethree hundred Tuns, and bore ſome twenty pecces of Ordnance, and 
then preſently after to ſcize on themſelves in their lodging. Butupon more mature dclibera- 
tion, they reſolve to abandon this their opinion, and fo to ſeize on their perſons, but rot to ar- 
reſt or make ſtay of their ſhip; and although their zcal to juſtice,and haſt for their apprehen- 
lion be my great, yet Mercaris out of his reſpeGts to Imperia, and affeftion to Morofini trip- 
pe down through the by-ſtreets and neerct way to the Key ſo ſwiftly,ashe had already ſecretly 
related him and his two conſorts the ſorrowfull news which Imperis ſent them by him. Where 
at with fear in their hearts and courages, and amaz:ment in their looks and countenances,they 
all three leap from their beds to their Swords, diſcharge their Jane , pack up their Truncks and 
baggage,and reſolve with all poſſible ſpecd to flye to their ſhi p» andthen if not with, yeta- 
gainſt thy winds to put into Sea, and tor their ſafety to leave Ancona, and ſayl for Venice.But 
yet here Morofini's heart is perplex*d with a thouſand torments to underſtand .of his Imperia's 
eminent and apparcat danger, and with many Hels inſtead of one to ſee that he mult now thus 


luddenly leave her dear fight and company, which he cvcry way cſtcems no leſs than cither his 
earthly telicity, or bis Hcaven vpon Earth. 


Nn 3 But 


% 


Bat here again violently called away by the importunate  cryes of Ajtonicus and Donato, and 
yet far more by the conſidcration of his own proper fear and danger; Mercaris is no ſooner 
ftollen away from them, but they all three with their ſwords drawn ruſh down the ſtayrer wich 
equal intents and reſolution to exchange their Inne for their ſhip , and thereby to metamor. 
phoſe their danger into ſecurity 3 But they (hall ſee that theſe weak and reeling hopes of theirg 
wil! now deccive them. For they find all doors of their Inn Jockt within (ide, and furroun- 
ded aud belcagared withour, with many armed Serjeants, Souldiers , and Citizens for thei 
apprehenſion : And althongh Moroſin, Aſtonicus , and Donato, were ſo inflamed with their 
youthfull blood and courage, as they were once generouſly reſolved to fell their lives deerly, 
and with thcir Piftolls and Swords to prefer an honourable to an infamous death, yer being far 
overmaſtred with numbers and theretore enforced to rate a Law of the ſtronger; Whereunto 
they the ſooner hearken and conſent, in regard the Serjeants and Officers do politickly cry out 
to them, and pray them to yeeld, as afhrming that to their kuowledpe their reſolution and 
fear doth far exceed the danger of their off:nces. They make a vertue of neceſlity,an't unlock- 
ing the doors of their Inne and Chambers, do cheerfully yceld up their pertons , Piktols, and 
Swords to the Pop: Officers of Juſtice, who as ſoon conveigh them alli three to the common 
Priſon of that City, which was the ſame wherein our not {> forrowtull as unfortunar Tmperie 
was already cntred,and where to her unexpreſſible grief, and Morofin?”s unparalleiPd affli&ion 
and diſconſolation, fuch cxa& charge was given of the Podeſtate, and {uch curious heed ob» 
ſerved and taken of the Goaler, that he could nor poſſibly be permirred cicher ro ſee or ſpeak 
with ner, or ſhe with him , the which indced they conceived to be far more ſharp than their 
crime, and infinitely more bitter than the conſideration cither of their fear or danger. 

Now the news of theſe lamentable accidents being ſpeedily poſted from Ancona to Loreto, 
our Imperias crucll Father Boxdino no ſooner is aſccrtained thereof 3 But ſeeing his Son in law 
 Palmerius murthered in his bed, and his Wife and his own only Daughter Imperia ( with her 
Rufhan Moroſinz and his two conforts ):o be impriſoned as the authors , and aCtors thereof, he 
for the love he bore to her life and the tender pitty and ſorrow he felt of the infamy of her ap- 
proaching dearh,ſuddenly fals fick, anddicsz whereof his impriſoned Daughter Tmperia un- 
derftanding, ſh:(in regard of his former ſeverity towards her) is ſo much paſſionat, and ſo lictle 
compaſlionat, as ſhe rather reJoyceth than Jamentcthat it 3 Only ſhe prayes God to forgive 
his ſoul of that cruelty of his in enforcing her to marry Palmerius , which ſhe knows to be the 
originall cauſe, and fatall cloud from whence have proceeded all theſe diimall ftorms of af- 
flition, and tempefts ofuntimely death , which ſhe fears muſt very ſhortly befall both her ſelf, 
and her ſccond (elf Morefini. 

Whilcs thus A/tonicus and Donato grieveat their hard fortune and danger, and Aorofini and 
Imperia do reciprocally more Jament and ſorrow for their ſeperation than for their impriſon- 
ment, and that the Podeſtate and other Officers of Juftice of 4nc0n2 are refolved firſt to inform 
the Pop: , and th:n to cxpeft his holineſs pleaſure for the arraignment and puniſhment of 
chef: four Priſoners, it pleaſed God exceedingly to viſit the Town of Loretro, and cfpecially 
the City of Acorns with the Plague, whereof many thouſands in a ſew moneths were ſwept a- 


way , ſo by ſpeciall commiſſion and order from Rome, they (in company of divers other Priſo- | 


ners Jare couy :yed to the City of Polegnio, two ſmall daycs journey from Anceng, and thereto 
bz arraigned and tryed upon their lives and deaths; at which time as they paſt by the old, lictle 
City of Tolentino where I chen(in my intended travels towards Romwe)lay upon my recovery ofa 
burning Feaver; When, 1 ſay, the nature of their crimes, and the quality of their perſons made 
my curiolity ſo ambitious , as to ſee and obſcrve them in-their ſeverall Chambers of the lance 
where they that night lay, which was at the fign of the Popes Armes, as for Ajts- 
nicus and Donate Ifound 'them to be rather ſad then merry 3 Adorofini to be far more merry 
- than wiſe, and Imperia tohe infinitly more fair than fortunate, and all of them to be lcfle 
ſorrowfull forchcir affliftion and danger, than for the cauſe rhereof. 

Within threc hours of their arrivall to Folignio they are all four conventcd before the rwo 


criminall Judges , who are purpoſcly ſent from Rome thither, and are there, and then feve- 


rally charged with this foul murther of ſtifling co death the old Seigyior Palmerius in his bed, 
which all and every one of them apart do ftiff-ly deny: Notwithſtanding that Furdi the Hoaſt, 
and Rictardo the Nephew , give in evidence of ſtrong preſumprion againſt them, and alſo not- 
wichftanding of Meroſ;ui's Gloves and Boxdines Letter written to his Son in law Palmerins and 


dclivercd by Herbas as we have formerly nnderſtood. Bur-theſe two grave and prudent Jud- | 


gen » yet ſtrongly ſuſp. fing the contrary, they will not be deluded with the airy words, and 

agred ſpeeches and proteftarions of their pretended innocency,but conſult berween themſelves 

what herc to reſolve on for the Vindication of this truth; fo at laſt they hold it cane 
| an 
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and reqihite ficft to expe Ajtonicus to the torments of the Rack , the which (he being a! firong 
and robuſtyous man )he cndureth, with a firme reſolution and conftancy every way aboyc 
himſclf, and almoſt beyond belict, and Rill confefleth nothing bur his innocency ws igno- 
rancec of this deplorable fat, whercot the Judges reftingnot yert ſatisfied , they within an hour 
after adjudge Donato to the tortures oÞ the Scarpincs, who being alittle timbred man, Of a pale 
complexion and weak conſtitution of body, his right foot no ſooner feels the unſufferable fy» 
ry of the fire, and his tormentors then confidently promiſing him all defired favour from his 
Judges if he will confeſs the truth, but after ſome ſorrowtull ecars, and picifull crics hee fully 
and amply doth, and inthe fame manner and form, as in all its circumftances we have formerly 
underſtood. The which when the Judges hear of , they cannot refrain , firſt from admiri 
and wondring chercat , and then from lamenting that perſonages of their rank and quality 
ſhould be the aurhors and aCtors of ſo foul and lamentable a murther, eſpecially of this faire 
Gentlewoman I»peris to her own good old Husband Palmerius, Now by this time alſo are 
Morofin', Imperiazand Ajtonicus acquainted wirh this fatall confeſſion and accuſation of Donato 


againſt them for this murther , whereat they do infinitly lament and grieve , becauſe they are 


thereby perte&ly afſiir:d that it hath infallibly made them all three liable, and obnoxious to 
dcath, as alſo for that th:ir ſ1ppoſed firm friend Doxato proved himſelf fo falſe a man, and fo 
trac a coward to bs the caule thereof, wherein they fo much forget themſelves, as they do not 
once think ; and they will not therefore remember, that the dete&ion of this their foul mur- 
ther proceeded immediatly from Heaven, and originally from the providence and juſtice of 
thc Lord of Huſts, 

The very ſame afternoon, th: Judges ſent for Morofini, Imperia , and Ajtonicus to appear 
beforcchem in their publick eribunall of Juſtice,where they firſt acquaint and charge them with 
Datos confcſtion and accuſation againſt them for murthering of Pelmerius,whereat they are ſo 
far frombcing any way diſmayed or dantcd, as they all do deny, and refcll his accuſation, and 
ſo in high termes do ſtand upon their innocency, and juſtification; But when they ſce Donats 
brought into the Courtin a Chair, (for his fiery torments of the Scarpines ', had ſo cruclly 
ſcorched, and pittifully burnt away the fleſh of the ſolc of his right foot, almoſt to the bone that 
he was wholly unable cither to go or ſtand) and that they were to be confronted face to face 
with him, as alſo they being alſo hotly terrificd and threatncd by the Judges with the torments 
of the Rack and Scarpines, then God was ſo graciousto their hearts and ſo mercifull co their 
ſoules, thit they looking mournfully each at other, ſh: weeping , and they ſighing , and all of 
them d-ſpairing of life, and too perfe&ly affurcd of death, they all confefſe the whol truth of 
this foule faCt of theirs, and ſo confirm as much as Donato had formerly affirmed of this their 
bloody crime of murthering Palmerius in his bed; when one of theſe two reverend and grave 
Judges immediatly thereupon do condemn them all four to b: hanged the next morning at the 
common place of executian of that Cicy; although Donato becauſe of his confeſſion hereof ( in 
vainc) flattered himſelf that he ſhould receive a pardon for his life 5 $0 they are all ſent back 
to their Priſon from whence they came, where all the courtefie which the importunate requeſts 
of Moreſini, and the inceſſant fighs and tears of Imperie can obtaine of their Judges is , thas 
they grant them an hour of time to ſee, converſc,and ſpeak one with the other tftat night in pri- 
ſon,in preſence of their Goalers, and ſome other perſons beforethey dye. When Morofin: be- 
ing guidcd towards her Chamber , ſuch is the weaknefle of his Religion rowards God, and the 
fervency ( or rather the cxorbitancy _) of his aftcCtion towards her , that as he paſſeth from 
Chamber to Chamber, he is ſo far from once thinking, much lefle fearing of death, as he abſo- 
lately believes he is going to a yiftory, and a triumph, here Moroſini with a world of fighs 
throwes himſelf into his Imperia's neck ang breft ; and here Imper:a with a whole deluge of 
tears imbraccth and encloyftereth her Morofinz: in her armes, when aftcr a thouſand kiſſes, 
they beg pardon one of another , for being the cfſentiall and aftuall cauſe cach of others 
death , and do cnterchangeably both kiffc and ſpeak, ſometimes privatly , and moſt times pub- 
lickly before the fpcAators , that if thoſe reports be true which I firſt heard thereof in Tolen- 
tio, next in Folignioy and laftly in Rome, I ſay to depaine and repreſent it at life in all its cir- 
cumftances , I ſhould then begin a fecond Hiftory , when 1 am now on the very point and 
period to cnd the firſt, neither in my conceit is1t a task either proper for me to undertake or 
pertinent for my pen to perform, becauſe {to ſpeak freely and 3r z:nuoufly ) 1 hold the gran. 
and permlſſion of this their amorous viſit and interview in p. n before they dye, to b{every 
way more worthy of the pity than of the gravity or piety of their Judges. 

If therfore I do not content and pleaſe the curiofity; I yer hope | hall endcavor my ſelf to 
ſatisfic the Judgement of my Chriftian Reader, here bricfly to ſignific this their limited hoy 

18 no ſooner paſt,but the to ſharp afflitionof Moroſini,the bitter anxicty of Imperia, they by 
thcir 


- 
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their Goalers arc ſcparated and confined to their (cverall Chambers, where (by the charicy of 
thcir. Judges )they End two Fricrsand two Nuns attending them to prepare, their ſouls for 
Heaven, and ina lefſe vain, and a more (crious and religious conference to entertain both 
their time, and themſelves , from an carthly to the ſpeculation and contemplation of a divine 
and heavenly love, as alſo from them to Aſtonicus and Donato, But before 1 proceed farther, 
we muſt erties , that the two Fricrs have not been with Moreſini, and the two Nuns with 
Imperia aboy: an hour , but by the two Judges there is a chick ſubordina: Officer of theirs ſeng 
to priſon to tell Imperia, that her Uncle Sergnior Alexandros Bondino, a great Scnator and fa- 
mous Judge of Rome, hath obtained her pardon of this preſent Pope UV ban the cighth. Bat 
ſh: isno ſo glad of this news , as ſhe is then curiousto enquire if her Aforofiai be likewiſe par= 
doned, ſo the Officer tcls her no, and that hee abſolutely muſt ſoffer dearh, then ſhe weeps far 
faſter then ſh: rejoyceth,and affirms that ſhe will not live but dye. The Judges {:nd for her, 
and perſwade her to live, but ſh: begs them as importunatly to give Moreſinz his lifc,as they do 
her to accept and reccive her own. They tell her they have nor the power to grant herthe firſt, 
and ſhe replyes, that ſhe then bath not the will to embrace and entertain the ſecond. They ac- 
quaint Moriſini herewith, who by their order and by their ſelves do ſtrongly perfwade her here. 


unto, but her firſt anſwer and reſolution is her laft, that ſhe will accepr ot no life if he muſt 


dye, neith=r will he refuſe any death conditionally that ſhe may live to ſurvive him. The two 
Fricrs and two Nuns uſe their b:it art and oratory to perſwade her hereunto; but they meet with 
impoſſibility to make her aff:&ion to Moroſini, and her reſolution to her felf fl:xible hercunto., 
Her life is not half ſo pretious to her as is his, for it ſhe had many as ſhe hath bur once, fhe ig 
both ready and reſolute to loſe and ſacrifice them all for his ſake, and would cftcem ir hee teli- 
city that her death might redeem and ranſom his life. The Judges (out of their goodneis and 
charity) afford a whole day to invite and perſwade her herevinto , but ſh: is ſtil] deat co their 
requeſt, and ſtill one and the ſame woman, d-frous to live with him, or conftant and reſolute 
to dyc for him. Therefore when nothing can prevail with her; becauſe dye he muſt, fo dye ſhe 
will; to the which ſh: cheerfully prepar:s her (elf , withan cquall affcQion and reſolution, 
which I rather advice than commend in her. 

So the next morning they arc all four brought to the place of common execution to ſnffer 
death. Where Donato is firſt lifted up to the Ladder, who being fuller of pain than words ſaid 
liccle in cff:&, but that he wiſhed he had cither dyed in Conſtantinople or Aleppo, or elſe funk in 


the Sea beforc he came to Ancone, and not to have here ended hisd ayes in miſery and intamy. - 


The ncxt who was ordered to follow him was A{toxicus , who told the World boldly and 
plainly , that he cared lefle for his death than for the cauſe thereof, and that he loved Aorofini 
ſop ric&ly and dearly, that he rather rcjoyced than grieved to dye for him , only he repented 
himſelf for afſiting to murther Pal/merius,and from his heart and ſoul beſceched God to forgive 
it him, and ſo he was turned over. Then Morcſin: aſcends the Ladder clad in a hair colour Sa» 
tin ſuce,and a pair of Crimſon filk Srockings, with Garters and Roſes cdg:d with filver lace, 
b:iag ſo vain in his carriage, aftion, and ſpceches,as before he once thought of God,he(with 
a world of ſighs) takes a ſolemn leave of his ſweet heart Imperia , and withall the powers of 
his heart and ſoul praycs her to acceptof his life, and fo to ſurvive himz He raakes an exaCt and 


godly confclion ot hisfins to God and the World,8 yet neverthelcſs he is ſo vain in his aff: tion 


toward Imperia, as he takes both to witneſs, that had he a thouſand lives he would cheerfully 
loſc them all to fave and preſerve hers. As for Imperia, ſuch was her dear and render affeQion 
to him, as ſhe would fain look on him, as long as he lives, and yet ſhe equally detires and re- 
ſolves rather to dyethan to ſee himdye, and becauſe ſhe hath nor the power , theretore ſhe 
turns her facc and eyes from him, and will nor haveghe will to fee him dye ; when he having 


ſaid his prayers and ſo recommended his ſoul into the hands of his Redeemer, he is alſo turned - 


OVCTr. 


Now although our Imperia be here again and again ſolicited by the Judges, Friers , and 
Nuns , to accept of her life, yet fhe ſeeing her other ſelf Moroſini dezd , ſhe therefore diſdains 
to ſurvive him; ſhe hath ſo much love in her heart , as ſhe now hath licele life, and leſs joy in 
her looks and countenance. She aſcends the Ladder in a plain black Taffeta Gown , a plain 


thick ſet Ruff:, a white Lawn Quaife, and a long black Cypreſs vail over her head witha 


white pair of Gloves , and her Prayer book in her hands, When being far more capable t0 
weep than ſpeak, ſhe caſting a wonderfull &@d and ſorrowfull look on her dead lover Morojmnm, 
after many volleys of far fercht fighs ſhe delivers this ſhort ſpeech to that great concourſe © 
pcopl: who from City and Countrey flacked thither to ſec her and them dye. | 
Good people : I had lived more happy, and not dyed ſo miſerable , if my Father Bondino 
had not ſo cru-lly enforced me to marry Pa/nierivs whom | could not love, and to leave Mo- 
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fini > whom in heart and {oul I ever affettcd a thouſand times dearer than mine own life , and 
may all Fathers who now lee my death, or ſhall her-:after hear or read this my Hiftory be more 
pitifall and leffe crucll ro their Daughters by his example. 1 do here now ſuffer many deaths 
in one to ſec that my dear Adorofizi is dead for my ſake, for had he not loved me dearly and 1 
him tenderly , hc had never dyed for me, nor 1for him, with ſuch cheerfulneſs and alacrity as 
now we do. And herc to deal truly with God and the World, although 1 could never affc& or 
fancy my old Husband Pabmerius, yet now from my heart and ſoul 1 lament and repent that 
ever | was guilty of his innocent and untimely death, the which God forgive me, and I like« 
wiſe requeſt you all to pray unto Gad to forgive itme. And not to conceal or diflemble the 
erath of my heart, | grieve not to dye, but rather becauſe have no more lives to loſe for my 
Moreſini”s aff:&ion and ſake. I have and do deyoutly pray unto God for his ſou!,and fo I hear- 
tily requeſt and conjure you all todo for mine, Thus I commend you all to happy and proſ= 
pcrous lives, my ſelf to a pious and patient deathin carth, and a joyfull and a glorious rcſar- 
retion in Heaven, when ligning her ſelf often with the fign of the Croſs,ſhe puls her vail down 
over her facc, and ſo praying that ſhe might be buried in one and the ſame Grave with Mo- 
roſsinj, ſhe bad the Exccutioner perform his Office , who immediatly turns her over. 

And if reports be true. Never ehrec young ons or one fair young Gentlewoman dicd more 
Jamentcd and piticd than they. For Moreſini died with more reſolution than repentance, and 
Imperia with more repentance than reſolution, thus was their lives, and thus their deaths, May 
we excradt wiſdom out of their folly , and charity out of their cruclty, ſo ſhall we live as happy 
as they dyed miſerably , and finiſh our dayes and lives in an much content and tranquillicy as 
they ended theirs in ſhame, infamy, and confufion. | 
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. Father Juſtinian @ Prieſt , and Adrian an Inn-keeper poyſon De Laurier , who was lqdged inbis 
bouſe , and then bury bim in his Orchard ; where a moneth after a Wolf digs bim up, and devours 
a great part of bis body z” which Father Juſtinian xd Adrian underftanaig , they flye upon the 
ſame, but are afterwards both of them apprebended and hanged for it. + 


ore our hcarts are given to covetonſneſs ,' and cruelty, there is little ſign of grace, 
; and therefore Iefs hope of our proſperity cither in this life, or the next ; For thoſe are 
fins which ſo cclipſe our judgments , and obſcure and darfren our underſtandings, that we 
thercby run blindtolded, and keadlong to all miſcry and copfufion,and make our eftatcs ſo def- 
perate that we fhall not deſerve ro be piticd of others, becauſe we would neither pity nor com» 
paſſionat others , or which is worſe, our ſclves. A deplorable cximple whereof, this enſuing 


Hiftory will preſent to our knowledge ana confideration, in the perſons of two cxecrable wret- | 


ches which did wilfully caft away themſclves, and their lives upon foul and enormous mo- 


tives. May we religiouſly rcad it to the information of our Conſciences , the retortnation of 


our lives. 


ARich Goldſmith of Dij (the Capitall City of Burgundy) named Monh:ur De Lanwtier, | 
aged of ſome rhreeſcore years or upwards, having bcen at Franchford Mart, and there fold: 
many Jewels , Bracclets, and Chains of Pcar}, for the which he had here received { m2” 1700; 


Crowns; as hc rctu: ned honfewards with all chat great ſum of money, converted into double 
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P.Rols » which he carricd bchind himin his Cloak-bag;and ſome remaining Jcwelsz andin a 


privas leather girdle next to his body. It chanced thathe felI ſick on the way , whereof fin- 


ing himſelf il}-and weak , and therefore both unwAlling and unable totravell, he got into a 
r Countrey Tave;3 upon tac high way, ſome five leagues off from the Town of Salines, 
where he took up'his lodging for that night , and there three other Merchants who were in 
bis company (whereof one was of Ayxone, and the other two of Treyes in Champagye ) very 
unkindly forſook him , and left him alone to himſelf; His fickneſs that night increzfing 
(which gave him much pain and little reſt) he mor liking his lodging, and fearing himfcltnoe 
ſafe there, the next morning takes horſe, and very ſoftly rides towards Salynes, where he arrived 
about ſome two of the clock after dinner and went into the very firſt Innc which he met, at the 
extrearneſt end of the Town, at the ſign of S. Denis, whereof the Hoalt of the houſe was na» 
med Adrian, and his Wife Iſabella , they were both of them about ſcme forty years o1d , very 
ſhort of ſtature, and weak of conftitution of Body, he of a cole black countenance, but ſhe fair 
and of a palc whitc colour, as for him he was of a difſolute life and carriage, ecxtreamly given 
te Winc and Women, He was of poorparentage and born to no means at all, but (the was 
well deſcended, and brought him atleaft ewo thouſand Crowns to her portion in marriage, 
the which he had prodigally wafted,and debauchedly ſpent and ſquandrad away, in following 
of his vicious riots and obſcene pleaſures and prodigalitics : As for her, ſhe was of a modeſt care 
riage and of a vertnous diſpolition and i:c!ination, ſo that by Antithefts I may very well averr 
and affirme, that his baſe vices made her ſweet vertues the more apparant and conſpicuous,and 
her vertues his vices to all that knew them. She made chaſtity and piety to be the two ſweet 
ornaments, and Jumezall vercucs of her life, y:a to be the Elixar of her life, and the life of her 
ſou]. It was therefore an cxcream grict to her heart, and a matchleſs torment to her mind, to 
ſec the ſordid ations and humors of her Husband,as being every way more capable to pity than 
toremedy chem. She grieved to ſee how becauſe he would not ſerye God, the cauld not ſerve 
him , and therefore that he had vitiouſly ſpent ſo much, as now in a manner he had almoſt no= 
thing more I;ft roſp:nd, The fight and knowledge whereof drowns ail the plcaſures of her 
life, infomuch as (hz could facrifice ro nothing but to ſorrow agd repentance, and that which 
prieved her moſt and worſt of all, was to ſee that hee diſdained her advice and ccunſcH, and 
that he was fo far from reformation, as his vices grew and increaſed withhis years; and had 


- now not only taken up a habit, but a ſecond nature in the perverſity of his lewd aCtions and 


affetions. All the Lillies oſher joys and the Roſes of her content were turned into thorns of 
pcief , and bricrs and thiſtles of her vexation, inſonuuch as ſhe was far more able to figh than to 
ſpeak forth her Calamitics and miſeries. He loved not his houſe, and which was worſe hic 
bated her company, yea his eftate was ſo miſerable, ſo deplorable, as he never converſed with 
God in prayer, and very ſcldom frequznted his Church , the Service or wg gs , and to 
ſhew himſclf the more prophane, hee hated all Pricfts and Preachers of Gods holy word and 
Ordinances, and loved none ſo well as his riotous and roaring companions. the very bane of 
the heart, and the true poyſon and contagion of the ſoul, 

And into this houſe, and to this vitious Hoaſt Adrian, is our fack De Laurier centred, for the 
end of his fickneſs , and thex ecovery of his health; and I write rather with tcars than Ink, that 
it was impoſſible for him to have centred into a worfez but fuch was his fate, ſuch his misfor- 
tuncs He likes the carriage of Iſabella his Hoſteſs, farr better than the countenance or condi- 
tion of Adrian her Husband ; hut as his diſeaſe gives him no truce , fo conſequently hee can 
give no peace to his patience. He grieves to be fick in an unknown placc,and among Rrangers, 
but farc more to be ſo farr off from his own honſe, and from his only child and Son Leoxarde, 
whom hee loves farr dearer than himſelf. It is another affliction to him; that his mony and 
ſome Jewels are here, and not at his home, and if his judgement fail him not, he ſuggefterh 


to himſelf, that the fight and knowledge thereof may engender him far more danger than fe= 


curity ; but he conceals and difſcmbles that, far better than he can his fickneſs, for he purs his 


| little Casket wherein it is , under his head and Bolfter. He canſeth Adrian his Hoaſt to bring 


a Phyfitian , named Le Motte, who ſeeing his water and fecling his pulſe, tcls him he is ve- 

q danger oully fick of a burning Feaver, the which to prevent , he lets him blood two feverall 
ayes following, and then gives him far more hope than deſpair of his health : But all chis not- 
withſtanding,De Laurier finds himſelf very weakgand his fickneſs rather much to inckcaſe,than 
ay way to deminiſh. As for Tſabella, according to the laws of hoſpitality ( which ought eo 
de unviolable to all the world) ſhe tends him with much reſp:& and diligence , and ina 
word, performes the part and duty, both of a good Hofteſs , and of a good Woman 5 
ut for her Husband Adriax , his thoughts and reſolutions run another contrary courſe and 


Carcir; for he imagining De Laurier to be rich, doth therefore verily hope and pray "a 
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hemay \pecdily dyc in his houſe, or cIfc he hath alrcady iwapt a bargain with the D:vilt, co 
murther him, thereby to make up the breaches and ruin:s of his poor and tottering eſtare. He 
finds ic a work nor only of difficulty, bur of imp flibility, to know whac rich tuff be hach in. 
his Casket and Cloak-bag, becauſc he ftill keeps it nnder his pillow; ard yet paibering and 
wreſting from him, that he is a Goldſmith of Dijon, and that he came now trom Franck iord 
Mart, he therefore believes that he hath ſtore of Gold and Jewels about him. His poverty and 
his covetouſneſs gives the ſwitch to the Devill, and the Dcvill gives the Spur ro him, to raiſe 
his uncharitable contemplation into bloody afions, and his thoughts and reſolutions as fo 
many lines, run to terminate in this one only Ceatre, which is that of De Lauriers d.a1th, He 
ſers his wits and inventions on the Tenter hooks, todiscover this imagined Ind; +, bur be finds 
' himto be ascautious and ſecret in concealing , as he himſclt is curious to brwray it. He pur» 
poſcly keeps all company trom him, and will not fo much as permit his Phyti:ijau or Aporhe- 
cary to ſp:ak a word with him, but he will till be preſent ro hear and und-rftand it. He with 
oily words aud filken ſpeeches , preycs into his dcepeſt ſecrets , and purpofcly e,devourcth to 
infinuate and (cr:w him(clt into his familiarity. Bur De Laurzer dorh rather fear thaii love 
himand fo eſtzems the revealing of his Gold to be the accelerating of his danger, 1+ che which 
end, with many colo:nrable excuſes an1 cvaſtons ) he Furs bim off the know) Gp: thereof, Bur 
he is ſo miſerable to ſee his miſerics approach, becauſe the violence and impetuolity ot tits Fea, 
ver dothevery way advance, no way retire; and now it is that his hopes of the recovery of !:18 
heal: h do fade, not fl.,uriſh, and rather qiaile than proſper. He reſolves to be as rejigi ou ag 
he is lick, and theretore prayes his hoaſt Adrian to bring him a Pricft ro give him the Sacta- 
mentz Ad: ian performs his requeſt, but brings him a Pricſt n»med Father Fuftinien , of his 
own humour and complexion, and who loves Wheors and Wiric, bztter than he duth ci hee 
or God ; ſothis unfpiricual} Fai her gives bin the ©x'rel: m Ulittion, and p:iparcs him tor his 
journey and tranſmigration from Earth to Heaven. His cor invall vanities and prodigalices 
you likewiſe made him poor; ſo being equall with Adrian both in vice 8nd poverty, he is like» 
wilc cquall, and fympathizzth with him in hope and dcehire to repair his indigence, and to en- 
rich himſclt by the ſuppoſed treaſure ana death of De Laurier, Bu as this debauchcd Pricft is 
malitious in this his policy, fo he is alſo politick in this his malice : for imagining that Adri- 
an levels and aimcs with him at the fare Butt and Mark; he dares, bur yet will not acquaint 
him with his bloody purpoſe, to contract a helliſh Ieague and confederation with him, for the 
violent diſpatch, and inhumane and untimely diſpecding of him away from carth to Heaven. 
Whiles thus De Lam iers fickneſs and weakneſs encreaſcth,and hi: Pricft and Adrians covetuuſ- 
neſs begins wholly to weigh down their ſoules and reſolutions to haften his deplorable death; 
as the Prieft is ready to break his mind to Adrian, how and iu what manner th.y ſhould firiſh 
and compatls thig bloody buſineſs, Adrian contrarywilc, yea, and dirc&tly contragy to the rules 
of Niture, and Law: of Grace, breaks his mind hercot to his vertuons and R-ligious Wife 
T/abella, whom he ſteks to draw in as an aGtor in this mournjull, and as an agent in this cru- 
ell Tragedy. He is as gracclcſs as impudent in this foul and fatall ateempe of his g for he fe's 1 
on her with the ſweeteſt ſpecch, and ſmootheſt perſwaſions, that either art could ſugg i, or rhe 
malice of the Devill invent or difateto him, and therein cver and anon, leaves not to conveigh 
and diftill in her minde, yea, and to iniprint in her men:ory their torepaſt wealth , their pre- 
ſent poverty and miſery, and the undo. bted great riches of Gold and J-wels which De Laurier 
had with him, in that{as formerly we have obſ rvcd)) he very carefully day and night kept 
his Casket under his pillow, and in a helliſh cloquence repreſents unto her the facility of this 
ſag; cither by Poniard, or poyſon , adding withall , that the danger thereof would infallibly 
dye with him, with a thouſand other daminable alluring ſpeeches, conducing and looking that 
way, which | am far more inclinable to falence than expreſs : But wretched. villain , and cxe- 
crable miſcreang that he is, he ſpeaks not a word, no not a ſyllable of God, or his jufticc, of 
Heaven or Hcl), or of the foulncſs of that fad, or the juſt revenge and puniſhment incident and ; 
duc thercunto. 

His vertuous wife Tſcbella is amazed and aſtoniſhed at this bloody and inhumane propofirion 
of her Husband, and all tremblipg,;with f:ghs and tears, reccives it from him with ao leſs true 
affliion and ſorrow, than he dclivercd it her with cruelty and impicty. Her checks were 48 
red for ſhame , as his were pale with envy thereat 3 when God ;nfuting as much goodneſs into 
her heart and tongue, as Satan kad cruelty into his ſoul and reſolutions, ſhe fell on her knees 

to his fect, and with her eyes and hands erc&cd towards Heaven, delivered him this veriuous 
and rcligious ſpeech; That it was with infinite grief and amazement thar ſhe underſtood this - 
his bluody polition to her z which ſhe knew he could derive from none but H.H and _ 
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She repreſents to him (wich much grief and paſſion) that as puniſhment is ever the reward of 
lin, ſo that of all ſins murther was the foul:ſt, and* the moft pernicious ard diabolicall. She 
<-1s him farther, that covetouſneſs is the root of all miſchit, thatfor her part ſhe is as chank-.” 
fall to God, as he is diſpleaſed with himfelt tor their poverty, and that ſhe would ever chooſe 
rather to live in want y than to dye in miſery and ſhame, and which is worſt of all, either to 
live or dye in the horrours and terrours of a guiley and ulcerated conſcience. That it is pro- 
phanc and prodigious impicty to violate the laws of hoſpitality, but a fearfull, yea, horrible 
crime,to kil any one under our own xoof,and who(in the right of humanity and Chriſtianity) 
comes to us for ſheltcr and prote&ion. When riſing again from her knees {he takes him a- 
bout the neck and ( bedewing his cheeks with her tears) conjures and prayes him , by the rc- 
mcmbrance of her youth and beauty, which had formerl y been ſo deer and precious to him, 
by the memory of their ſixteen years ſweet cohabitation and converſation together in the ho- 
ly Eftatc of Wedlock, yea for his own fake, for his ſoules ſake, and for Gods ſake, that he 
would defic this Devill, which thus with his two bitter ſweet pils of Covetouſhe's 
and Murther mocked and ſought to betray him : and that therefore ( in the name and fear 
of God) he would henceforth reſume , and put on a ccnſtant and religious reſoJuticr, no 
more to ſeduce her, or to ſuffer himſelt ce: be ſeduced by the Devill in in'bruing thcir guilty 
hands in the innocent blood of this honeſt and karmelc{: Goldſmith De Lawricg, whom God 


hath now made their gueſt Jodgerz In doing whereof ( quoth ſhe ) the ſame our ſacred Lord 


and God(in his due time) will be gractouſly pleaſed to increaſe our ther: and means, and to 
bleſs our poverty with plenty. But hcr Husband Adrian ( a8 a moſt wretched villaine takes 
this godly refuſall and deniall of his Wife in ill part, and in requitall and coniideration there- 
of, hencetorth Jooks on her with a ſquit eze , I mean with an eye rather of contempt anden* 
vie than of aff &ion ; but at board, and brd, yea day and nighthe haunts her as a ghoſt, and 
never leaves purſuing of her with his prophane and importunate folicications to draw her 
conſent tothe aRing and perpetrating of this bloody bufineſs ; but God fo well affifted her 
wind and thoughts, with the grace of his holy Spirit, and fo divinely fortified her heart and 
ſoul with his ſacred fear; that her Husbands ſwect perſwafions could not gaine, nor his threats 
or mcnaces obcaine any thing of her,but ill ſhe anſwered this murtherous requeſt of his, ſome- 
times with religious refuſals, a2d then again with paſſionat and peremptory denials, and there- 
fore the more that ſhe ſees her Husband bent to maligne and hate De Lawrier; the morc de- 
voted and reſolute ſhejs to reſpec and tend him, till bearing a curious, a carefull,and a 
vigilant eye over him during all the time of his ſickneſs, to fee that no diſaſter whatſoever 
might befall him in her houſe. 


Adrian milling of this his purpoſe and defire in his Wife, he is yet ſo haſty and violcnt in 
this his bloody malicc towards De Levrier , that meaſuring of Father Iuſtin:9® the Prieſt , by - 


himk1t, and finding a conformity in their debauſhed vices and inclinations, he the ſooner 
hopes to find a ſympathy in thcir affc ions and reſolutions, and therefore although he be a 


Prieſt , yet knowing him to be extream po rhe therefore the more eahly beleeves , that the - 
hope of Gold and Silver will a& wonders with him, and make him a& wonders for the ob- - 


taining thereof, 
Upon theſe hopes, and this confidence, he delayes no rime, but on a Munday morning re- 
payres to his houſe, and after their morning cups, telling him he hath a fecrer of great 


importance to reveal him, he takes him into a little Grove of Walnnt trecs behind his houſe, |, 


and there (ſwearing him to ſecrefie ) reveals himthis his bloody bulincls, where this vitious 
Pricſt Inſtinian, in hope of De Lawriers wealth needed no great labour or induſtry tobe drawn 


tomake one in this deplorable Tragedy. For had not Adrien now opencd it to him, ſuch 
was his inſatiable thirſt and defire of Gold, though with blood, that the next day he was fully ' 


reſolved to do it to him , ſo ke freely conſents to him herein, and ſwears to aſſiſt and ſecond 


him in murthering of De Laurier, and the tye and condition of this their helliſh bargain is ' 


that what Gold, Silver, or Jewels they (ball find him cothave, they will inſtantly atter his 


death equally divide and ſhare between them; and hereunto like two bloody hel-hounds, they 


interchangeably give hand:, and ſolemnly ſwear each to other. Now from the matter of this 


their bloody defign and reſofution, they proceed to the manner and time thereof , but they | 


then are prevented therein. For Father Toſtinjavs little Boy,which was accuſtomed to anſwer 
him at Maſſ= comes thitherhaſtily and with his little wine pot on hisfinger tc'sh\m,that there 
were many perſons who ſtaycd for him before the Altar on their knees and carneſtly' enquired 


for him to ſay Maſſ:, whereupon they both reterr the concluſion hereot to the very next mor-. 


ning, and in che very ſame place and Grove , but at Jeaſt an hour ſooner; So away goes 


Oo Adrian _ 
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Adrian homie to his houſe, and away lis ewife trips Fatuer 7u/tinian with his Surpleſs under his 
Arme and his Breviary(o Matines Book) in his hand to the Church, where every one may 
1:nagin what a prophane ſacrifice, bs bloody hcart and hands offercth up to che Lord, 
Th:cy hi: nigh thinking of nothing bur of Gold and blood » inihe morning they (impa= 
ti:nt of all delayes) come ar the atoretaid time and place of th:ir rend.zvous where they pres 
ſ:n:ly fail co their former conſultation of the minner and time ot murihering De Laurer,firſt, 
thty propoſe to ſtab him in his.bcd vo death, bur this they reject, becauſe the blozd would ap. 
pear in the ſh.<ts , bed, and chamber z So they reſolve to poylo!; im and to this end Adrian 
buy-s the poyſon, and Father 7uſtinien will give and adminiſter jc to him ina Waſcror Agaus 
De:, th: which he is ſometimes accuſtomed to give him in his ſickneſs ; But here Father 7 u- 
finian ſuggeſterh another doubt; and propoſera another d:ften , which is, that Adriav muſt 
lik-wiſe draw in his wife Ijabella to make one in this bloody conſpiracy and murther , or elſe 
h: alledgeth that it can never be fat: tor them co attempt or cf: it 3 Adrian anſwereth him 
that he hath here: ofore with his beft power and arr fought to {-duce his Wite hereunto , but 
that he nds ie wholly impoilible co draw her to this conſent ; But Father Frſtinian will yee 
make another triail and cxpertment on her himi:tt; ſo he and her Husband Adrian ſet a freth 
on ber, to allure her to bring at Izat: hr conſent, it not her handro the murtherineg of De 
Laurier. But our ſweet and veriuvus Iſabels 1s fii)] one and theiame woman , for ſhe kears 
th:lc bloodpſreeches and perſwalivus of theirs with ivtinite diſcontent and d-rcftation. Shee 
is co0 miich a Chriitian to bz {o much a Devill to conſent to the mucther of this honeſt man z 
and cher: for: (with a world of tears and prayers )ſhe fecks to divert them from it, but elp:ci- 
ally her Huzvaiid, becaulc (quoth ſhe ) the ifſue therect will intallibly prove ruinous ro them 
both. They arc buth much griev:d at this her reſolute repuiſe and deniall, and yet to make 
a veriue of neceſlity , and to caſt the beit:r gloſs and varnilh on their villany , they now talfly 
ſ:cm to be diſwad<d from this murther, by the light of her tears and the conlid-ration of her 
requeſts and praycrs 3 whercfore(with a prophane and helliſh difſimulation) they tcll her, that 
God by her religicus fpecches and diſſwafions kath now made them wholly co abandon thax 
bloody attempt of theirs againſt De Laurier, as alſo the very thought thereof, and theretore 
they conjure her to keep and ſwear ſecrecy hereinfrom all the World, the which ſhe willing- 
ly doth. Burt yer her fear prompts her heart, that this humane converfion, and religious reſo< 
lution of theirs is only falſe and fcigned, as every way favouring more of diflimulation than 
truth. In which regard ſhe fears with ſuſpicion, and ſuſpeCfts wich doubr , that no Icfle than 
honc(t and innocent De Leuriers life, Iycs now at the ſtake of their bloody malice and envie, 
Hzre Fathzr Fu/tizian, and Adrian(to make ſmooth and clear work) do conclude and re- 
ſolve that I/abellz muſt be ſpeedily removed from Salines to ſome place in the Country with- 
out once ſceing or ſpeaking with De Laurier when a favourable occaſion ſeconds their dam- 
nable intents and defircs herein 5 for now there is unexpeCtedly brought them word , thather 
own old Father who dwelt ſome four leagues off from Salyzes is very ſick and not like co live; 
whereupon Adriay preſently diſpatcheth away his wife Iſabella to him, and with her their ſer- 
vant maid Graceta. But before her departure ſhe is d:ſtrous to ſee De Laurier, and to take 
her leave of him; but her Husband will by no mcans permit her ; fo ſhe gocs from her home, 
and from him into the Countrey, with a forrowfull and a trembling heart , asfar more fea- 
ring De Lauriers unnaturall death, then doubting of her Fathers naturall cauſe. For her heart 
framcs her ſo many apprekenſitons , fears, and terrours 3 that her Husband and Father Fuſt- 
#148 are fully reſolved'iro murther and make away De Laurier, as ſhe abſolutely and ſorrow- 


fully beleeves, that he ſhall never ſec her more nor ſhe him. Poor De Laurrer takes his Hoſtels 


Iſabellss ſudden and uncxpeRt:d departure from him very penfively and heavily , and far the 
more in that ſhe could not be permitted to ſee him before ſhe went. He holds it for a bad pre- 
ſage, and fatall Omen to him, in regard {he was as diligent as her Huſband diftraſtfull ro him, 
for that her care and carriage towards him, pleaſed him as much as his harſh looks and ſoure 
countenance diſcontented himzand now it is that God firſt imprints in his heart and thoughts, 
a fcarfull ſuſpition and a ſuſpicious fear,that his Hoaft Adrian, and Father Fuſtinian the Priclt, 
have affuredly ſome dangerous and cxccrable plot, both againſt his Gold and his life. For hee 
now ſees himſelf reduced, to this miſery and deſpair, that he can be permitted ro ſee no body» 
nor no body to fee him, except only they two. He prayes them both , that his Phyſician Ls 
M:te may come to him to confer with him about the ſtate of his ſickneſs, but they maliriouſly 
and wiltully deny it him, and cell him hee is gone into France; This refifing anſwer of theirs 
doth now very much appalc and daunt our fick and diſcontented De Laurer, fo that his feare 
encreaſcth with his fickneſt,and his fickneſs with his fear. Every day and night brings him more 
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cauſc of diſpair, than hop: of conſolation, and almoſt every moment he wiſhcth his Gold aud | 
himſelf in Dijon with his Son Du Pont, or he here in Salynes with him, to comfort bam with 
his ſight and preſence. H- ſtill conceals his Gold and Jewels frum this Piicft and his Hoaſt , 
with che greateſt art and care he can, and yet he thinks and fears that thcir jcalouſic thereof is 
not only the foundation, but will alſo prove the acceleration ct his danger, for he very often 
ſces them privatly whiſpering together . and ſtill he obſerves ſome bed hen a1.d fatall appari- 
tion in their looks and countcnances, which infallibly tc}3] him that all is not well. And al- 
though they yct give him ſome ſweet words and ſupred ſpeeches, yer he notwithſtanding the 
more belecves that they arc candid in wormwood and eonfteRed in Gall ; and that they are no 
other but falſe and flattering Sun ſhines, which portend ſome cnſying cigl ftormsand dif- 
mall tempefts cowards him. Once he vas minded to write and ſend to Dij:nforhis Son, but 
then he as ſoon reſolves the contrary, as finding it to reliſh more of danger then diſeretion,as 
well for the matter which is Letter might contain , as alſo for the party who ſhould carry ic 
thither to bim. But leaye we him a litcle to his weakneſs, 2rd fickneſs, to his doubts,and fears, 
and to his ſorrows , calamitics, and perplcxities , and come we again to fpeak of wretched 
Adrien his Hoaſt, and of prophane Father In/tinian the Pricf , te fee in what ſhapes they will 
came forth to a their bloody parts upon the ſtage of this Hiſtory. 

They arz both of them fo inhumanc #rd cruell in their refolution to murtker poor fick De 
Laurier, that neither the confideration of Hcaven nor Hell is capable to reclaim or divere 
them from this their bloody attempt. As for his helliſh Hoeſt Adrian, he is ſo wilfull and haſty 
in his malice, as he tels Father Fuſtinian, that they dclay too long from murthering De Lane 
rier, and that it is high time, yea more than time for them to diſpatch him. Bur for Father 
Iuftinian who was no leſs malicious in his ſubtilty, but yet farre more fubtfc in bis malice 
towards De Laurier ; H:,1 fay, maturcly conſid:ring that ic were both a folly and a madneſs 
for th:m to murther him before whey firſt knew he were rich , and that he had ſome ftore of 
Gold about him, he therefore in ſweet tearms and phraſes pathetically adviſcch him to write 
and fend tor his Son Dy Port to come over to viſit and comfort him 3 when likewiſe the better 
to guild over his ſpeeches with the more pleafing and palpable thew of 2ff &ion he proff-reth to 
ride to DiJ0z himſelf to deliver it him with his own kands. Our poor iick De Laurier raking 
this Pricfts kind advice to him in good part,thereupon firſt thanks him for this his courrchegbut 


. then again deeming and fearing that ir proceeded more from falſe treachery , than from any 


truc or recall aff:Mion to him, he begins to grew cold thercin, and ſo rather to reject, than im- 
brace and follow that reſolution; bur ar laft weighing and conſidcring bis ſicknefs by his dan- 
ger, and his Gold and Jewels by both, as alſo if he ſhould chance to dye or miſcarry there, 
that his Son were then conſequently ruined in the loffe thereof; he thereupon changeth his re- 
folution, and preſently reſolves to write and ſend over to Diion for tiys Son, and tothar cnd re- 
queftech Father Inſtinian to cxcuſe himyand fo praycs his Hoaft Adrian to undertake that jour 
ney and buſineſs , the which he willingly and cheerfully granteth. Now the reſt of that day, 
and the greateſt part of the next night De Laurier Iyes ruminating and mufing in his bed what 
he ſhould write to his Son,! and no lefle dorh Father Trſtinian and Adrian to think and know 
what he would write him 3 the nexc morning , fix of the clock having ftrucken , De Laurier 
takes his pen and paper, and with a weak and trembling hand writes his Letter to his Son : 
An hour after, Adrian comes into his Chamber booted and ſpurred to receive his commands, 
whom he bad ro take and ride his own horſe, then gives him four double Piſtols to defray his 
journey, and (© ſeals and gives him this enſuing Letter, and praycs him and his Son Du Pont to 


mak all poſſible ſpeed back from D#jon to him. 


DE LAURIER to DU PONT. 


_— ſeven weeks fince , comming from Franckford Mart , 1 fellſick at Salynes where T ftill lze 
very weakin body and much diſcontented im mind in the houſe of mine Hoaſt Adrian ( the bearer 
bereof ) whom I purpoſely ſend over to thee, to pray and command thee to come ride hither to me 
with all poſſible ſpeed: I have bere with me in Gold and Jewels tothe valew of one thouſand ſeven hun- 
ared Crowns, and ( for ſome privat reaſons )I fear that neither it nor my life is ſafe bere; Come away 
with av intent to fiud me dead or dying. Conceal this Letter from all the world, Love ths Meſſex- 
ger, but trujt him not; God proſper my health, and ever bleſs thy proſperity. | 


BE LAURIER- 
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| As ſoon as De Laurier had dclivercd his Hoaſt Adrian this Letter, and he rakam leave of 


kwd Villains do deccive his honeſt hopes, to perform their wn teacteroes intents and pure 
poles ; for they flye toa low parler, audthen lock 2nd Folt the dccrito them; where( as if 
the D:vill had thrown them on covetouſneſs, or coverc ufneſs on 1th Dcvill) it ey heſtily treak 
up the ſeals of De Lauriers Letter to his Son ( which we have already fern ard ir daficed 

wherein they glui and (urff-r their hopes with joy of this new dcfned treaſure 3rd difcguvired 
Ladics, and ſo they preſently ſacrifice it to the fire, and wretchedly refolve tro mike rthar ve 

lame inſuing night to be the very laſt of De Lauriers time and the fiift of his eternity, To which 
end Adrian huſhesh himſelf up privatly in his houſe fr Em the fight of all the world, and eſpc- 
cially from De Lauriers knowledge, and ſo here he ends his preterded, but not his entcrded 
journey to D1i.2, before he began it : Ard he having procured cxcecGing firopg poy ſon there- 


Dog iu a pcece of bread for a tryall , he therewith prefently tel] dezd to the grourd ; he Jike- 
Witc (cnds away Thomas his Oftler a dayes journey into the Countrey upen tome teigned bus 
fincls , to the end he ſhould be no witneſs of this foul ard crucll fa&t of theirs, zrd then all 
things being firft by the Devill, and then by theſe his two «xecrable agents prepered in a readi- 
nefs ; Father Fultinign goes up to De Lauriers Chamber, and treacherevily entertains him 
with the hope of his recovery of his health, the haſt of Adrians journey, ard conſequently with 
the ſpeedy return of his Son Du Pont to him from Dion. . Bur I write it With truth and gricf 
that De Lauriers heart and mind is precccupated with too many cbnoxious apprehentions, 
and ſears, and takenup with too much doubt and deſpair to the contrary 3 For as moſt fick- 
nefſcs and diſcaſes are moſt commonly devanced and preceded by their fymtoms, ſo all that 
day and all the cvcning he found a ſwimming in his head, and his fight obſcured and darkned, 
as if ſome black ſcarf, or fatall cloud had been drawn and «xtended before his eyes. His keart 
likewiſe pants, beats, and trembles within him, as if ic and his ſenſes were in a jaQicus mutiny 
each with other at this their direfull departure and farall ſequeſtration. For till his tcars and 
doubts inform him , and his apprehenfions and deſpair prompt him, that either Father Juſti- 
nian the Pricſt , or his Hoaſt Adrien , or both of them , had conſpired to murther him, the 
which he once thought to have revealed to Father 7u/tiz4a, but yer again he dares not, as 
holding it more folly than diſcretion , and that it might therefore preduce him) more danger 
than ſafcty ; he neither can nor will cat any thing that day , and his heart and niind is ſo in- 
ceflantly perplcxcd with fear, that he fears he ſhall not out-live the next enſuing night ; And 
now indeed comes that forrowfull and difmall night , whercin theſe two bloody ViIlaines 
haye fully reſolved to poyſon him, Aarien having in a lower room the poyſon ready, ar.d Fa 
ther Fuſtinian above, almoſt ready to call for it : Whiles thus the Candle in De Lawriers 
Chamber burnt dim and obſcure, or diſdzining to ſec, or be acceffary to fo cruell a murther; 
near about twelve of the clock of chat night he awakes out of his ſorrowfull diftrated Num- 
bers , and prayes Father Fuſtizian to give him a little ſpoonfull or two of warm wine,in a ſmall 
carthen pot wherein he was uſed to drink; when this monſtcr of men rcjoycing for this fit cp= 
portunity , he ſteps forth to his bloody companion Adrian, takes the poyloned wafer from him 
and pours ihe poyſon from it into this ſmall black pot of wine,and ſo warmes it a littlc by the 
fire in De Lauriers Chamber , and then gives it to him to drink , the which he is greedily as 
innocently doth, whereof, after many ſtrong convulſions and ftruglings, ke within one hour af- 
ter dicth, having ncither the means to utter one word, or the power to ſcritch or cry, and yet 
for fear and doubt hereof, like two furics, or D:vils incarnat of Hell, they with the bed-ftaves 
ram in a great Holland Towell into his mouth, that he may tell notales, when God knows that 
deadly ftrong poyſon had wrought its operation before , made a full conqueſt of his litc, and 
given up his ſoul into the hands of his Redeemer , of whom he had formerly received it. 
As ſoonas theſe two wretched miſcreants have diſpatched this lamentable bnfincls , then 
they tear off his ſecret Leather Girdle full of Gold from his waſt,and chen break open his Caf- 
ket which was under his pillow, wherein (before his breathlefſe body was half cold )they find 
this aforcſaid great ſum of Gold and Jewels, the which they preſcntly divide,and cqually ſhare 
between them, when having curiouſly ſearched his Purſe, Pockets, Dublet, Hoſe , they make 
a great fire , and immediatly burn it all, as alſo his Riding Coat, Casket, and Leather Girdle 
yea, and his Hat, Band and Cuffs, that no marks might remain either of it or him, and like, 
wiſc un bis Horte into che open ficld and high-wayes, to ſeck for the fortune of a new ; 
cr- 


him, Father Iuſtinian begs leave of De Laurier to ſee Adrianteke hore. But alis theſe two 


with that night to ſend De Laurier to Heaven whereot givirg a lie to his pre td maſſtive: 
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fter;z ſowile (as they thought) were they in their villany, and fo induſtrious and cautious 
in this their develiſh cruclty and inhumanity. By this time, as the murthered corps ef De 
L aurier grows cold , theſe two FaCtors of hell likewiſe begin to provide for his buriall ; fo a 
licrle after two of the clock, they dig a pit in Adrians Orchard, next adjoyning to his houſe, 
and fo giving him no other winding ſhect or Coffin but his ſhirt, they ſecretly and filently carry 
down his body between them , and there bury him, and to make all things ſure , rhey cover 
over the pit , or 00%. <7 with grecn turfes, that no mortall cye might take ſuſpition or notice 
thereof, This bloody buſineſs being thus afted and perpetrated by theſe two cxecrable wret- 
xhes, Father 7uſtinian and Adrian, who now ſurfer in Gold , and wallowin Jewels, they 
preſently dight themſelves into new apparcll, and coſtly ſures, and then day and night haunt 
and frequent the Taverns and Stews , as if they wilfully meant to drown themſelves in all forts 
of ungodly riots, prodigalitics and voluptuouſneſs, whereof their Neighbours, yea, all $4- 
lywes take exat obſervation and knowledge, as wondring at the manner , bur far more at the 
cauſe hereof, or from whence it ſhould proceed. - 

Some three weeks being paſt over, Adrian now holds it fit to ſend home for his Wife 1/a- 
bella to Salynes, the which he doth , who much wondring at her Husbands unaccuſtomed bra- 
very, ſhe preſcntly cnquires of him for M-aſienr De Laurier, as if ſhe had far more cauſe to 
and fear of his danger, than any way to aſſure her ſclf of his ſafty and welfare : When, hee 
patting 09.6 brazen face, and ſtecling and tempering his tongue with <quall falſchood and im- 
picty, tels her that he departed thence: ſafe and well ſome ten dayes fince; that he gave him fifty 
Crowns for the charges of his entertainment and lodging, and fora token of his love , had 
likewiſe Jeft her aud Father Fuftinian, to cach of them twenty other Crowns in Gold : Bur 
his wife Iſabellz Jove of her goodneſs and piety )deemiog theſe ſpreches of her Husbands to 
þ2 as falſe as fatall, and verily ſuſpeRXing and fearing, that he ( with the affiſiance of Father 
Fuſtinian) had ſent that harm:leſs good old man to an untimcly{death and Grave z ſhce burſts 
forth into immoderate ſighs and tears, as fuſpe&ing all was not well, yea fearing nothing more, 
and belceving nothing leffe , than that which he affirmed to her herein. He proffers her the 
twenty Crowes iu Gold, but (good vertuous woman) ſh: fearing it ro be the hire and price 
of innocent bloud, her tender conſcience is too prevalent, and her harmelefſe heart and (cule 
too powerfull with God to accept thereof, and therefore fh: refuſeth it with as much diſdaine 
and diſcontent , as he cndeavourcth to give it her with \affc&ion and defire. And that the 
Reader may the more fully be informed of her integrity and charity herein, I mcan to the 
preſent memory and well wiſhes of abſent De Laurier, whom ſhe filently fears is for |ever ab« 
ſenr, both from this life and this world; ſhee never goes into the Chamber where he lay fick, 
but ſhe ſacrificeth ſome fighs to ſorrow in his behalf, and her imaginary apprehenfion of his 
death , makes her mournfully conceive, that either ſhe till ſees his living piRure, or his dead 
ghoſt and repreſentation, ſuch was her charitable care of him, ſuch her Chriſtian fcar for him. 

We have ſeen this deplorable and cruell nurther commicted onthe harmcleſs perſon of old 
De Laurier, by theſe two members of Satan, Adrian,and Father Fuſtinian the Pricft and if the 
trath deccive not my hopes , we thall not proceed much farther in this their Hiſtory , but we 
(hall ſce Gods juſt Judgements miraculouſly to reſplend and ſhine forth in his pnniſhments on 

* them for the ſame: Forl may properly tearm murther and puniſhaerit to be individuals and 
companions, in regard the one tollows hz other, as the ſhadow doth the body, as the firſt 
derives it originall from S:can , ſo doth the ſecond from God, to whom ( in a language of 
blood) ir ſtill cries for re{tauration and ſarisfation. But nevertheleſs God is a fecret and fa- 
cred in diſpoſing of the manner and time thereof, and in ordaiming by whom, when and 
how hc will aflift and cx2cucz it : It is no falſe axiom in Philoſophy, but a truc tenent and 
 maxime in Divinty; Jhat G4 who made all things , [ces avd governs all things , and that no- 
thing can be Concealed from the eyes of vis ſacred Power and divine Providence. All the four Ele- 
ments are the Miniftcrs of his juſtice, yea, Men and Angels, the Sun , Moon, and Stars, the 
Fowls of the ayre, and the beafts of the field prove many times the Agents of his revenge; of 
which laſt ſort and nature, the Reader(to Gods glory,and his owne information and admira- 
tion)may here obſerve a lively example,and receive a moſt powerfull preſident 3 bur wherher 
more ſtrange for thetruth, or rare for the ſtrangeneſs thereof I know not , and therefore will 
nct define. For the ſame day moneth ncxt after , that Adrian and. Fuftinian had buried: th= 
| deadbody of De Laurier, behold a huge andravening Wolf (being lately arrouſedfrom che 
adjacent vait woods) ſecking up and down for his prey, came into Adrians Orchard next ad- 
Joyning to his houte (purpoſcly ſent thither by God as a Miniſter of his ſacred juftice and re- 
reng?) who feniing ſome dead carrion (which indeed was the dead Corps of De Laurier,chat 
| Ooz wat 
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was buc ſhallowly buricd there in the ground) he tiercely with his pawes and noſe tears up the 
Farth , and at Iaft puls and draggs it up, and there till an hour aftcr the break of day remain 
devouring and eating up of the fleſh of his Acmcs, Leggs, Thighs, and butcocks. But (us Gad 
would have it) he never touched any part of his face, bur leaves it fully undisfigured ; When 
inſtantly Tome Gentlemen hunters of Sa/ynes, and the Neighbour Pariſhes , being aſcertained 
by ſome Peaſants in the fi-lds , that the Wolf was paſt that way, they cloſely follow him with 
their Dogs and Horns, and ſo at laſt find him in Adrians Orchard, cating as they think , of 
ſome living bcaſt or dead carrion 3 But th: Wolt being terrified with the noiſe of the ban- 
rers Joud {houts and crycs, as alſo of their Dogs ficrc2 yawling and bawling, preſently forſakes 
his prey , and faves his life by his flight, although the Dogs and many Pe1rſants do» eagerly 
purſue him ; Whiles all che Gentlemen (as if led by the immediat finger of God ) with their 
ſavclins and Borefpears in their hands, ruſh into the Crchard to ſce and find out whereon the 
Wolt had preyed, when loe (contrary totheir expeCtations ) their amazed eyes are enforced 
to bchold the pirif.i]] ſpetacle, and lamentable objcAt of a mangled dead mans body , miſe- 
rably devoured and eaten be that ſavage Wolte, and the which they ſaw he had. digpged and 
torn up z as they fully beleived from his untim-l7 Grave : They therefore at firſt tand aftoniſh- 
ed with griet, and amoz*d for ſorrow at this prodigious and deplorable fight, and yet ſuch 
was thcir living compunction to this dead Corps, and conſequently their zeal tro Gods olory 
and juſtice, as confidently believing that he was proditorioufly murthered by ſome inhumanc 
p:rſon or p:rſons ; that the odious ſtinch of this long buried body, could nor hinder them 
trom approaching to ſurvey and behold it ; They find the greateft part of the fl-ſh of his bod 
devuurcd by the Wolf, but(as before) his face whole and untouched, when they ſee (and cx- 
treamly grieve and ſorrow to ſec) that it was a grave old man with a Tong white beard , bur 
{> beſncared with carth and duſt as they could not refrain from fighs and tears to behold ir. 
H-re they ceaſt to purſve the Wolf, and becauſe neither of them knew this poor and miſcrablc 
dead carxaſe, they therefore ſtep to the other end of the Orchard, and their conſult whart is fir 
to b: donc in this lamentable bnſine(s and accident, Bur their opinions as ſo many lincs con- 
curre and terminate in this centree, that abſolutely this dead body was cruelly murthered, and 
there by che murtherers privatly and ſilently buried. They farther vehemently ſuſpett and be- 
Iceve, tha: becauſe ic was buried in Adriaxs Orchard, that therefore it was apparantly pro- 
bable, it was hee with his Wife and Servants who had merthered and buricd him there where- 
fore to k:ep shele ſuſpefted bloody Birds in their Cages, they (as wiſe and judicious'Genle- 
m-n ) plac: a ftrong Guard of their Servants and Pcafants to watch the doors and windows of 
Adrians houſe , that none ifſuc forth thence , and they themſelves go preſently to the Criminall 
J1dges of the Town, and acquaint them wich this lamentable obje& and accident. 
In ihe rean or harmleſs and vertuons T/abella, hearing theſe loud ſhouts and cutcrics at 
h:r doors ſo ſoon in th: morning, ſh: in the abſence of her Husband ; ( who Jay forth of his 
houſe that night d:boſhing and revelling with his cups and Queans )) fearing that all was noz 
well, and th:re:forc h:r amaz:d and forrowfull heart, not willing to know that whereof ſhe was 
ioft 1idly d. firous to be Ignorant, ſhe lay ftill bitterly fighing and weeping in her bed , becauſe 
her thoughts and mind, her ſuſpicions and fears told her , rhat this unſcaſonable alarum and 
noiſe 12h: deſcend and refl:& from ſome fatall news which had betyded De Lewrier. & if this 
form and tempeſt f-11 not on her, yet alas ſhe exrrcamly fears and doubts it would fall on 4- 
drian hr Hu:band, whom ſhe vehemently thought and feared had imbrued and imbarhed his 
hands in th- innocent blocd of this honzft man As for Thomas her Oftler, and Graceta her Maid, 
alchough this unaccuftamed uoiſe made them ſuddenly forfake their Bees and apparel] rhem- 
{clves to reccive their Miſtris commands how they ſhould bear themſelves in this hurly burly, 
yet becauſe they were white with innocency, yea, ſo innocent as they knew no hurt or thou ghe 
of danger , they only deemied, that ic was eicher ſome unlawtull afſcmbly of Peaſants, or clſe 
ſ,me caft and disbanded Souldiers from Flanders, whocame to rob their Maſters honſe or 
Poultry in his abfence, wherefore mere fcar hereof, kept them from either opening the doors, 
or looking out at Windows, By this time the Gent]emen hunters bring the criminall Judges 
on the place to view this dead body , and with them come a great number of the Neighbours 


and Inhabitants of Slyzes to dothe like, and amongſt the reft, the Phyfitian La Motte ( of- 


whom this Hiſtory hath alrcady mad: mention,and heof all the reft knows the dead body,and 

therefore with much paſſi »n and ſorrow.crics out; that it was a Goldſmith of Dijon named 

Menfieur De L1urier, who lay Jong ſick in A4rians hauſe, and that he had formerly given him 

Paytick there, and fo he ſaid and affirm:d that he perf: Aly knew him to be the ſame , and ", 
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rily imagined that he was brought to ſome untim:ly end,and fo buried there, buc by vihum he 
knew nor. 
Fhe Judges therefore b:1ceving the report of this honeſt Phyfitian La Mottez they cauſe 
the remainders of the fle{h of this dead body to be ſcarched-and viſited, the which they find 
without any wounds. And yet nevertheleſs deeming both Adrian, his Wife Tſabe!lr, and their 
Servants , to be the miuttherers of this honeſt man , they break open the doors, and mifling A- 
drian they (ciz2 on his Wife Tſabella, as alſo on her Oltler Thomas, ar] his Maid Graceta, and 
chen bring them co the fight of this dead body with whoſe murther they flaly charge them g 
and enquirc what is become of Adrian himfclf. At this unexp:&ed forrowfull news 2nd obj. &, 
I'abella is all in tcars, yea (h: is fo extreamly perplexzd and afflifted, as wanting all other afhi- 
ſtance and comfort ſh:e implores that of God, She tels them chat her Huszband Adrian lay 
not at bome with her the laſt night, and freely and plainly athrms tothem 3 that that dead bady 
was Monſieur de Laurier a Goldimith of D:jou, who laylong ſick in her houſe as he came from 
Franchford Mart, but how he came to his end or by whom, th= takes Heaven and Exrth to wit- 
neſs ſh: knows not, and with this her depoſition do her Oftler and Maid concurr and agree in 
all proofs and circumſtazces. The Judges likewiſe caufing a curious ſcarch ro be made in Sa- 
lynes tor Adrian, it was found out that that night he lay in Father 7 uffinians houſe the Prieft, 
and two whores in their company drinking and revelling all night, and upon the very firſt rc- 
port they heard of De Leyriers unburiall by a Wolt, they both ( galled with guilty conſcien- 
cics )b=rake them(clves to th-ir heels, and left bosh their two Strumpets to their repentance. 
Their flight proclaims their guiltineſs of this murther to all the wor!ld,eſpecially to the Judges. 
Whoapon knowledg: thercot to find out the truth of this deplorable difafter,they adjudge Iſa» 
bella, Thomas, ahd Gracetatothe Rack : as for Thomas and Graceta , their innoc:ncy mzkes 
them brook their torm:nts with admirable paticnec and conftancy,for they can never be drawn 
to revale that of which they are ignorant , wor to accuſe theraſelyes of that whereof they arc 
not guilty. But tor Iſabella, the inceffant prayers and importunate requeſts and folicitations 
of many of her honeſt N:ighbours, doth ingrave ſuch deep impreflions of her vercues and pi- 
ety, and of her ſweer inclination and difpolition in the hearts of the Judges , as they chang 
thcir reſolutions againſt her and fo diſpence with her for that torture : when ſending cvery 
way abroad to purſue Adrian and Father 7uſtiaias , they content themſelves to keep the Mie 
{tcis, the Man,and the Maid clofe Priſoners. They are fo adviſed in their judgements , and 
ſo judicious in their adviſe, as they ſpeedily ſend away Poſt to Dijon to acquaint Du Pernt the 
Son, With this diſaſterous accidens which had betided his Father De Laurier here in Svlynes, 
who 2t th: firſt alarum of this ſad uncxpeRted news, ſeems now ro drown himſelf in his tears 
th:rear, and fo thereapon rather to flye then poaſt away from Dijon to Salynes where he con- 
fers with the criminall Judges of that Town, who report to him the flight of Father Fuſtinian 
and Adrian, as a!fo of their impriſoning of his Wite Iſabella , of her Maid Graceta, and her 
Oltler Thomas, in whoſe houſe his Father lay fick- So Du Poxt viſits the dzad ſtinking man- 
pled body, and finds it to be that of his Father , whcreat nature and duty preſcribe him fo 
powerfull a law , as at the (ight thereof, he burſts forth into many bitter tears and lamentable 
crycs and paſſions. When giving him a decent and folemnburiall in the n:x: Church, he in- 
forms the Judges, that to his knowledge, his Father had good ſtore of Gold and Jcwels about 
him, ſo h: entreats them, chat Arian & Father 7uſtinians houſe may be curiouſly ſearched for 
the ſame , which is performed, but finding no part thercof,and both of them fi:6, he is confi- 
dent in his heart, that cheic flight proclaime, them guilty. of his Fathers murcher , and con- 
{.quently thar Tſavell.z, ber Qitler , and Maid, infallibly were accef{iries thereunto. Wherce 
upon he repairs again to thz Judges , and with many importanities praycs them that all three 
of them way be pt ro the Rack tor the ſame, thereby to bolt and find out the truth of this 
lamcncable accident, rhe Judges approve of Du Ponts living aff: ion and z:al to his dead Fa- 
ther, but (as impartiall Ocacles and Gfhicers of Juſtice ) they cell him that they have alrcady 
cauſed Thomas and Craceta to be racked, and that they both have ſtrongly juftifi-d their inno- 
cency of his Fathers murther, by ſuffcring their torments with increedible fortitude and pati- 
ence. And as for their Miltirs Iſabella, they tell him they are fally rcfolved and afftred, that 
the was abſolutely innocent, as well for that ſhe was many dayes abſent with her Father in the 
Countrey , when by all likelyhood and circumſtance ,his Father was marthered,as alſo becauſe 
the generall votes and;voices'of all her Neighbours reported her to be a very vertuous and reli 


glous woman, and thattherefore in thir hearts and conſciences, they mult needs excmpr and 
tree her from thoſe torments. 


But 
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Bur Tcy rold him farther, that in honour to juſtice, and to ſee what God and time might 
producc, they would detaine them all three in Priſon for the ſpace of threc or four moneths, in 
which mean time concurring witk; him in opinion that Father Tuſtinian and Adrian undoubte 
cdly wcre the murcherers of his Father De Laurier , they therefore perſwade him with all poſ- 
{ible ſpeed and diligence to purſue them up and down the Countrey , untill he had detefted, 
apprehended, and brought chem to juſtice 3 the which Du Pont deth, but with ſuch cxtraor- 
dinary z:al and haſt, that he forgat a ſingular circumſtance, of no mean impartance, the omiſ- 
ſion whereof might very well have made his reſcarch of them vain. For hee forgat at Salynes 
take with him their Pictures and Efhigies whereby to find them outin the Country , with 
far th: more caſe and facility, whercof hee afterwards much repented himſclf, 

As for our two cxecrable wretches , Father Tuſtinian and Adrian, their guilty thoughts and 
conſciencer/ like ſo many Ghoſts and blood- hounds Jfo incefiantly purſued them and ſtupilicd 
their judgements, thatreſolving to flye and ſave themſelves, from the free County, into Swit- 
Z -rland, they buſh themſclvcs up the day for ſhelter in ſome thick Grove or Wood, and traycl- 
ling all night from Salynes, they notwithſtanding, the next morning{(to their unſpeakable feare 
and v x2110n ) ſaw themſelves again within a little Teague thereof, and in thismanner they for 
ſome cighr nighes followinzgtravelled a foot through unknown wayes & Woods, and yer here 

Jet the R:.:d:r b:hold and obferve the wonderful juſtice of God towards them; for at the end 
ther:ot, they are noe as yet fully gone ſeven leagues off from Saynes , and they could not af- 
cend the leaſt hill or hillock, bur they looking back behind them, the Towers, and Tutrets of 
S.lynes were il] apparent and confpicnous to them, as if they purſued and followed them, 
the which indecd fuck extragam fear to their guilty hearts, and infinite terrour and amazemenc 

to thr foul and trembling conſciences. Bur this circumftance of Gods wrath and revenge to= 
wards them, is forthwith {cconded and followed by another , whercin his divine providence 
and inftice micaculoully appzars and ſhines forth (with infinite luſtre and glory ) toall thoſe 
who ſhall rcad, or hcar this Hiſtory. For the tenth evenig after their flight fron; Salyzes, they 
b-ing cxtreamly wearied and{tired ywith their foot travels { for horfes they darcd noe buy 
any ) and within a mile off cntring into a great Wood, they in a fair plain, ſeeing no body pre- 
ſ:nt, they at laſt eſpicd an erring horſe, without Rider, Saddle, or Bridle : which reſolving 
to ſciz2 on thereby to recreat their wearied limbs and bodies, they approachand ſurprize him. 
And then Adrizy knowing him well tobe De Lauriers horſe, which (we havcheard they had 
formerly turned off in Salynes the ſam? night wherein they murthered his Mafter, they ex- 
treamly joyfull of this unlooked for good fortune, make a halter of their Girdles arftl Garters, 
and ſo calting their Cloaks undcr themthey both ride way on him,and night drawing,o they 
hope to recover the Town of Pontarlin before break of day z But God is here ſtrongly bent a- 
gainſt them, ſo that this horſe which they rook for the cauſe of their joy ,* will very ſhortly 
prove th2 matter of their miſery, and that which they thought would be the matter of their 
ſafety will fall out to produce their incvitable danger and confufions For God Cin his reven- 
ging juſtice) carrying their horſe , and he them a ftraying and masking that night through con- 
trary wayes and lanes, they the next morning at break of day to their unſpeakable grief,do ſec 
themſelves three great Leagues off from Poxtarlin, when their foul fats and conſciences make 
them ſtill ſo trembling fearfull, that every bulh they beheld, every bird they hear, and every 
leaf they found wagging , they think are ſo many Serjeants come to arrcſt them, as al/© cvery 
tree they ſaw, they contidently beJeeve are fo many Judges come to ſentence and condemn item 
to death for this their cruell murtacring of De Laurer, ſuch w2:s their prodigious dcſpaire, 
ſich was their ominous and fatall fear for the ſame. 

But here their horſe (orecharged with this foul and monſtrous burthen)begins to fail them 
ſo the morc he leficneth his pace, the 1aore it increafeth their apprehenfiou and fear : And 
here they conſult what to do , whether to ratire with theis Horſe into the next Wood till night, 
or clſe to advance towards Poytarlix. But their Bread and Meat failing them, and they ſeeing 
the coaſt cleer, they therefore reſolve to ride thither, and far the ſooner do they afſume 


and imbrace this reſolution; becauſe as yet they knew ic was timely in the morning, and . 


conſequently tew or no people ftirring, Now to diſpatch their Journey the ſooner, Adrianis 
content to walk on foot, and Father fuſtinian to ride, and both of them are cqually reſolved 
to put cheerfull faces on their perplexed and trembling hearts, And here as I will not 
ſ:y it wa* their bad, brt their juſt forrnne , which conduCtted them within lefle 
than one Leaogueof PONTARELEITN, without bcing eſpyed or ſeen of any : 
So it was likewi'c the providence nnd Jultice of God , at that very hour and place firſt to 
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bring Du Pont in tight of them , who in two daycs was parted from Salynes , and in all that | 
time bad lefr no Hamlet, Village, or Town, unſought to find out and apprehend theſe mur- 
therers of his Father 3 Now as hee draws neer them , his cyes tcll him, that the horſe whereon 
one of theſe two men ride, was of the very ſame hair and ſhape as was that of his Fathere, 
which {truck ſome ſuſpition and apprehenſion in his heart, that ſure theſc were Father Iuſtini- 
an and Arian, and tar the more becauſe by his babit he knew that he who rid was a Prieſt. 
The better therefore to be fully aſſured hereof, he reſolves to outride them, thereby the more 
narrowly to obſerve both the horſe and them, the which he doth. He paſſeth by them and 
vicws them wich his countenance purpoſely compoſed more of negl:& than of obſervation to- 
ward: them. When perfc&ly knowing the horſe(by his two white feet, and white Star in his 
forchcad) to be his Fathers , and therefore they by all conſequence and appearance to be his 
murtherers,then I ſay nature and grace infuſed a ſecret reluftation into his heart and ſoul, whe- 
ther he ſhould more grieve or rejoyce to ſee them; Now as he is loth to leave them behind him, 
ſo he bethinks himſelf of a pretty policy. For riding ſome hundred paces befors them, he 
deſcends from his horſe, tics him up to the branch ofa tree, caſt down his Sword and riding 
Coat in the high way, untrufſcth his points, and ſteps within the hedge, as if he purpoſely 
- meant to caſe himſelf; bug indeed it was to have them paſſe before him, that ſo he might in- 

compaſlſe them as two murthering W 1+:s in a Toyle ; At his deſcent from his horſ: (as guilty 
conictences are till affraid of all things) Father In/{inian and Adrianfirſt begin to fear this 
S:ranger, as bcing ſent to apprehend them, and fo reſolve to truſt to their heels and the wocds 
tor their lafety , but when they ſee his Sword and Coat inthe way , and himſelf within the 
bedge with his hoſe down, then they again take courage and heart at grace, and ſo proceed 
on the way towards the Town, but till they look back on him as if the foulneſs of their fat 
continually made their fears and dangers the more eminent. This js carefully and curiouſly ob= 
ſerved of Du Pont, ho(now comes after them a ſoft trot) conrenting himſelf to ſec them a 
flight ſhot betore him 3 as well knowing that his horſe was far nimbler and ſwifter than theirs, 
and that theretore he might ferch them up at his plcaſure, By this time they two arrive at 
Fontarlin, which they enter 5 where (being hungry and fearfull , and their horſe weary and 
hungry) they take up one of the next Inns, which is at the fign of the Tygre where thinking 
themleives free of him who followed them, they recommend their Horſe to the Oftler , and 
calling for ſome Mutton, Bread, and Wine, they there privatly huſh themſelves up in their 
Chamber, Burt the vigilant cyc and care of Di Pont ſees where they are entered , ſo he puts up 
bis horſe to another Inn cloſe by, and preſently with much filence and celcrity , trips away to 
the Tygre Inn where they arc, and knowing them to be above the ftairs in their Chamber to 
break faſt, he cals for the Hoaſt thereof , takes him into a cloſe low room next the door 3 tels 
him char the Pricſt and the other man which centred his houſe right now, had cruelly murthe- 
red his Father in Salyzes, and therefore moſt curtcouſly and earneſtly prayes him, to ſtep pre- 
ſently and fetch the Criminall Officers of that Town to apprehend them tor the ſame, and cill 
his and (heir return, thathe will give him two of his Servants to guard the doors that they c(- 
cape not awayz The Hoaſt of this heuſe in deteſtation of this foul fatt of theirs, and to the 
honour and reputation of himſelf and his houſe, ſpeeds away to the Officers who preſently ar- 
rive with him , to whom Du Poxt ſorrowfully ads i paſſionatly relates, that this Pricſt named 
Iuſtinian, and this Adrian who was an Inn- keeper of Salynes and now above , had very latcly 
in his own houſe , murchered his Father De Laurier , who was a Goldſmith of Dijen , ſtript 
and robbcd him of much Gold and Jewels, and then buried him in his Occhard, and therefore 
(with tears in his cycs_)covjurcs them to do him juſtice by ſpeedily apprehending them for the 
ſame , the which they as ſoon grant kim. So they all aſcend to their Chamber where they 
hnd thery deeply tipling in their Cups, aſmuch devoid and inſcnlible' of danger as of grace. 
fre Du Pont(with equall paſſion and forrow )trongly chargeth them both with the murther 
of bis Father De Laurier, as alſo for robbing of his Gold and Jewels, and forburying of himin 
the O:chard. But theſe two bloody faftors of Hcll, with a world of ſtout looks, impious 
oaths and fearfull afſcverations , vow and ſwear the contrary, So the Officers take them alide 
ans examin them ſeverally hercon. But they can reccive nothing from chem but peremptory 
denials and prophanc exccrations. 


 Thewhich Du Pont hearing and underſtanding he ( with much affe&ion to his Father, and 
{crction to himſelf ) tovindicate and: know the truch hereof with the more facility and 
the kf: time » cnireats the Officers to ſearch them both narrowly for his Fathers |. 


Gold 


nE—_— 

4.30 "0" ads revenge againit Murther Book VI 
Gold and Jewels , which by Gods dirc&ion they do, th: one after the other , whea they finds 
quilted up to their doublets and hoſe, ftore of Gold, and fome rich Jewels and Rings, and t 
yet theſe rwo bloody Villains deny this murther of their with much audacity and impudency, c 
ſwcaring that they found this treaſure in a Carket in the high way a little League beyond t 
Salynes. But this lye of theirs is as falſe, as thcir murther and robbcry of honeſt old De Lau- a 
rier was too true, which God (in his mercy and juſtice) will bricfl» bring to light and puniſh» 

ment far ſooner than theſe bloody miſcreants either think or fear of. 

Du Pont(all this notwithſtanding) conftantly affures theſe Officers , that all this Gold and 
Jewels, and much and many more were his Fathers, and therctorc are now his both by right and 
propriety,as bcing his only Son and child, and ſo demands pul: flion thereof, Bur theſc Offi- 
cers mildely d:ny this requeſt of his,tell him they miſt cake them by an Inventory, and ſo to- 
gether with the two Priſoners to ſend them to the Judges of Salyzes under whole juriſdiftion 
they affirmed they were So for that night they commit Father 1:/t:z1a4 and Adrian to rwo 
ſevcrall Priſons , where they ſhall find leafure thourh nor enough to repent :Þis fou) and la» 
mentable faCt of theirs. Which was no ſooner done, but Du Port (having thanked theſe Offi- 
cers of Poxtarlin) ſends away a Poaft to Salynes to acquaint the Judpes thereof , of his appre- . 
hcnding of theſe the two Maurtherers of hisFather z, whom he cern:ſily befouzhr ro h.ften | 
their ex:cutions; ſo according to his requeſt at the end of two day-s thiſe two Priſoners are | 
ſent for, and brought from Poxntarlinto Salynes, and there impriſoned. n 

[ 
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The very next morning the criminall Judges fend for them ro one cf their houſes , an«! firſt 
ſeverally private, and then publickly by confrontation, examine them on this crucll murther 
and robbery, bu he Devill is Rill fo ſtrong with them, that with ruch corraye ard vehen:cncy 
they continue and ſtand firm in their negative reſolution and deniall ; but De Laurier being ; 
now found and known to have laycn ſome ſeven weeks fick in A tans houſe, as well by the . 
conftcflion of Iſabella his Wife, of Gracete her Maid , and ot Thomas their Oitt:r, as +'fo of 
thi: Apmhkecary La Motte, then his body tound buri-d in rhe Orcha &, 3nd Ad: ian and Ft ather 
Tuſtintan their iudden flight upon the fame,and now laſtly, his hor! , Goid, and J:. wes found 
upon them in Pontarliz by the Offi-ers of that Town, and his Son Du Poxt , were evidences as ' 
b:ight and apparant as the Sun that (in honour to Jultice and in glory ro God frum whom all | 
grue juſtice is derived) theſe wiſe and grave Judges of Sal, nes, do rcje< theſe denials of Adrian 
and Father Fuſtinian, as falſe, prophanc, and impious, and therefore that very inſtant adj dg: | 
them both to the Rack, at the h-aring of which ſentznce they ſeem 80 be appalled and daune | 
ted, but they bzing advertiſed thar Tſabe!lz his Wife was ikewil: impriſoned for this taQt, ſhe 
for her part, by ſome friends of hers makes (te to the J:1dgrs , that ſhe may be permitted to | 
ſpcak wich her Husband , and ſo doth Father Iz/tiyian that be likewiſe may fſpcak with her, | 
Bur the Judges hold both of theſe their req Hts to be vain and impertinent,and therefore flaily 
contradict and deny them. | 

So Aarian is fickt brought to the Rack, who though he be weak of conſtitution yet he is ftill | 
ſo ſtrong in his villany, as ke will not be perfſwad:d or drawn to confefs it , Lut with much 
courage of body, and animoſity of mind, fuff:rs himfclt ro be fattncd thererogihireot the Jud- 

ges bcing advertiſed, they in their diſcretion hold it exp<dicnt to d:liy his rorments for 
a ttme, and fo firft to make eriall of Father I'#in:ax , to ſer if thef: his tormerits will 
make him lefs ſtout, and more fl: xible in the contclſion thereof. Wherein(l write tt with joy) 
their judgements nothing deccive them , for at the very fi:it wrench of the Rack, Godis fo 
mercifull to his ſou), and fo propitious to his new converſion and repentance, ibar he then and 
there confclſcth this lamentable murther, in all its branches arxi circumſtances ( as we have for- 
merly und-rſtood ) affirms only himſelt and Adria# to be the Authors and Aﬀors thereof 
ſwcars that Iſabella, Graceta, and Thomas were cvery way innocent thereof, and had no hand 
or knowledge therein whatſocver, Whercupon the Judges fend again for Adrian, and cauſe 
him ancw to be broughr ro the Rack, but firſt they hold it fir to confront him with his bloody 
companion Father Tuſtinian, who boldly affirming , and conſtantly confirming all his former 
depoſition to him in his face tobe fincere and true. Adrian is amaz:d and daunted thercat, as 
alſo at the fight of the Rack which was again preparcd and brought for him, when the Devill 
flying from him, and he caſting his heart and ſoul at rhe ſacred teer of Gods mercy, he there ve- 
ry ſorrowfully confirmed all Father Tyſtinians confeflion to be true, and then falling on his 
knees, he (with many bitter fighs and tears) faid again and again aloud; that his Wife, his Mn, 
and his Maid were as truly innocent, as Father Iu7inian and himſclf were alone truly guilty of 
this foul and crucll murther and robbery of De Laurier. 
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When their Judges, aſmuch rejoycing at che deteftion and confellion of theſe their crimes,as 
they lamented and dctefted their perpetrations thereot 3. They condemn them burh to be hang- 
ed the next morning and becauf- Father Futinian had violated bis facred Order, and Adrian 
the humane and Chriſtian Lacs of Hoſpicality, their bcdics aticr ro be burnt to 
aſhes. 

So as ſoon as Father Fuftinian was degraded of kis Sacerdorali Order, 2vd habit, and com- 
mitced co ths {eeular powers, he together with Harian were for tat night rcrurned to their 
Priſon and r<p:ntance, where two Prickis, and one Fryer of the order of the 7 acebines pre= 
pare their ſfoulcs fur Heaven again the next morning. © was a g1ict ro 1/atellag heart , to hear 
that he was guilty of this toul and lamentable murcher, bur a far grearer corment and hell to 
her miad to underſtand that he mutt (uff:r death for the {:me,and that ſhe ſhuu!d neither fee 
nor ſ»yeak with him any more either in this life, or this wor!d, Again, locking irom him to 
her feit, as ſhe could not hope tor his life , ſo ſhe thought ſhe had fume fmall czuſe, or at Jaaft 
ſcruple to doubr and fear hee own, in regard it lay at the curtelic or cruclty of her Husband 
and Facher 7#{iz4ian, for rhat{as we have formerly underſtood) they acquainted her with rheir 
intents and defires to mu:ther De Laurierzand (h= reveaicd it nor. But yer (neverthelefs) in the 
pority of her heart, and the candid innocericy of her ſoul zſhe commirs the fucceſs both of her 
life,and death to Go. and nor being able to tl:cp away any part of that night tor ſorrow, the as 
a rcligious wonangand a moſt vertuots wite } peſieth out rhe whole ebfcurity thercot, inthe 
brig .atocis of heavenly ejaculations and praycrs, which from the protundity of her heart , ſhe 
pretcretiniup ro Heaven both for her Husband and her ſelf, 

V:ry carly the next mornin”, belore Fujii7ian end Adrian went to their exccution; Du Pont, 
and (at his requeft)he Judges r:pair to the Priſon is then zwhere he and they enquire of him, 
to what valew of Gold and Jewcl: chcy had taken from his dead Father, who tcl! him, that in a 
Letter which his Father had written to him to D4jon , and the which they bad ſuppreſſed and 
burnt, he thercin mcntionzd the valew of one thouſand ſeven kundred © rown*. And being a» / 
gain demanded by him, what and where was become of ail that great ſamm in Gold and Jew= 
cls, they freely and ingcniouſly tell him, that one third part thereof was taken tromihem , by 
him and the Ofhc:rs of Juſtic: in Poxtarlin, and another third hec ſhould find hidden in ſuch 
and fuch fecret places of their houſes,and tor the other third part, they bluthed not to con- 
fels and averre, that they had fince paid ſome old debts and bought ſome new apparell , and 
ſpent the reſt thereot upon theie whores, and other of their voluptuouſneſs and prodigalitics. 
$5 the Judyes and Du Pont ſpeed away to Adrian and Father Tuſtinians houſes, where they 
find che Gold and Jewels according to their confeſſions , the which rogerher with the other 
former part taken tromthem at Poxtarliu(both which moungy to ſorne 11 or 1200 Crowns) 
theſe wiſe and honeſt Judyes deliver up unto Du Port, whoy receives it from them with joy 


and thanktulneſs , bur as a good Son rejoyceth farr more at the now approaching deſerved 
1 deaths, of theſe two bloody and cxecrable wretches, Father Tyſtinian and Adrian, the murs 
: therers of his good old Father De Laurier,of whom ſome twenty and five years before, he had 
G the happineſs to reccive his life. 

1 Some two hours after, which was about.tcn of the clock in the morning theſe our two con- 
) demned malcfaCtors are brought to the place of Execution, where a great concourſe of people 
4 of Selyzes, and the Countrey thereabouts attend ro ſee them finiſh the laſt Scene and Caraftro- 


d phe of their lives. The firft who aſcends the Ladder is Adrian , who ſpeaks liulez Only he 

takes it to his death , that hig deer wife Iſabella, his Servant Maid Gracetz , and his Oftler Tho. 

mas, arc as abſoluecly innocent of this murther of De Laurier , as he himſelf here again cog- 

d f:fſech he is guilty thereof, He prayes God to forgive him this foul faft, and beſeccheth all 

c that are preſcnt to pray to God for him, and for his wretched and miſerable foill, the which . 
If- = ry 

he knoweth hath great nced and want of their prayers , when caſting his Handkerchict over his 


s face, and privatly ending ſome few prayers to himſelf he is turned over. Inſtantly after him Fa- 
ay ther Intin1ay mounts the Ladder, who (in his looks and conntenance) ſeems to be very re- 


11 pentant and penitent for this his foul and hainous fat, the which he prayes God to abſolve and 
forgive him, he here again cleers Iſabella, Graceta , and Thomas of this murther. Hee much 


A lamentech that he hath (© kighly ſcandaliz:d the ſacred order of Prieſthood in his crime and 
% perſon 3 and therefore beſcecheth all Pricſts and Churchmen etther preſent or abſent to for- 


of | Eve it bim; when repeating ſome Ave Maries, and often making the lign of the Croſs, he was 
likewiſe turned over. 


And 


x "4 . 
4c 


432 "Gods Revenge again Murther. Book VI 
And thus was the miſcrable life and death of rhis impious Pricft , and wicked and bloody | 
Hoaſt, and in this ſharp manner did God juſtly revenge himſclf and punifh then with ſhame 
and confufton for this crnell and lamentable murther. Immediatly aiter which «x:cution of 
chcirs , the Judges ſet our vertuou and inmocent Tſabe!la,and her maid,% Oltcr tr-e trom their 
erved indurance and troublcs, whereat all the ſpeQators , do as nvich praif: Ged forthe 
liberty of the three laſt, as they deteſt the foul crime , and rejoyce at the juſt punifknens of 
.therwo firſt : If we make good uſe of the knowledg of this forrowtuli Hiftur., 
the profit and conſolation thereof will be ours, andthe glory 
Gods, which God of his beft favour and 
mercy grant us. Amen. 


Hit XXVHI. 


— * 
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executed and 


D eniſa drowns her babe a grome Deni/, 


Domini co a8 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Bx? 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XXVIIL. 


 Hippolito murrhereth Garcia ix the ſtreet by night, for the which he is banged. Dominica and 

her Chamber-maid Denill poyſoneth ber Husband Roderigo ;z Deniſa afterward; ftirexgleth hey 
own new-born Babe, and throws it into « Poud, for the which ſhe is hanged : On the Ladder ſhe 
confeſſed that ſhe was acceſſary, with her Lady Dominica, in the poyſoning of ber Husband Rq- 
derigoz for the which Dominica is epprebended, and likewiſe hanged. 


HY cafily doth malice and revenge enter into our hearts 3 and how difficultly do we ex- 
pcll and baniſh it thenee;z and what doth this promiſe, or rathey threaten unto us, buy 
that it is a wretched fign and teftimony , thai the Pevill hath more power with us than God, 
that we more dearly aff:& Nature than Grace , and Earth then Heaven ? In many fins there is 
ſome pretence or ſhadow of pleaſure, butin murther there is none,cxceps we defire that it ſhould 
bring grief and repentanceto our hearts, horror and terror to our conſciences, and miſery and 
confufionto our ſoulcs : which indeed, deſpight of our earthly policie and prophanc preven- 
tion, it will infallibly both ſh:w and bring us; But (to ſkew our wickedneſs in our weakneſs) 
through the ſlye ſabtiltie and trechery of Satan, we think we a&t and perpetrate it ſo ſecretly 
that it carinotbe found © out of meu nor detefted or puniſhed of God. Whercin, what ſoriſh 
fools and fooliſh wadmen are we, thus to deecive and berrey our ſelycs with faiſe hopes and 
erroneous ſuggeſtions ? for although men may be deluded, and nor fee it , yet can God be 
mocked, or will he bc blinded and deceived ? On no, his decrees and reſolutions are fecret and 
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ſacred, and thongh_ invilible co our eyes,_ yer our deftynes and aft:ons are traniparent to his: 


Forhe Cinhigalt-(:-ing providence) reſerves to himic!fchemanncy nd time,,how-angd, where m 
to ptinilh ic. As read wethts approa ching Hiſorle, and ic will confirwe as much , in the lives B 
and deathz of Come Houdie and inhumane perionages, who were bort: to honour, and cons þ 
$.q\eritly to have liv-d more happic, and dicd leffe ignominionfly:; nc 
: Alnhe cich and pypnlons Cicie of Granade( which Ferdinand and 1{bellr, King and Queen m 
of Spain, Anzio 1 492. 10 tamoully and fortunatly. conquered trom the Mores ) there ( within yc 
theſe few years ) dwelt an ancient Lady, naned Dona Alicia Cervaitells, wie was deſcended m 


ofnobl=parentage, and by ber late Hi:baud, Don Pedro de Cardinas ( dying a chief Com- ſc 
manderin thc Welt Ludies) (he hfd two children, a Son and a Davghtecr 3 be named Den Garcia Sc 


atid'the Doru Dominica 3 he of ſome twentie years of age, and [he of tome cightcen 5 he tall d: 
of fhtur?, but fomewhat hard- favoured, and the ſhort, but exceeding fair and beautifull. Their Vc 
Mothzt : CervantellaÞþcing not left rich by her deceafed Husband , did yet bring. up hel hee fo 
two Childien very.hSnourably and verinouſly, .and maintained them ececding gallant in he 
th:ie apparel!, thoigh:the 4 herſelf theworſe for it, for their ſakes. She obſerves her Son: D 
Dca Ritiuro be of a mild diſpofition , and very wittie and judicious ; Eur for ber Daughter ſu 
Domirtet , th: (es w'th fear, and fears with gricf, that her wit will come ſhortot her beautyy wy 
and ber chalticy of her wic : in which regard and contideration, {h: Joves him better than her, de 
andyerbra.s ſo vigiiantancys over hecections, what as yet ſhe keeps ker within thelifts of mo- fa 
defty5 a9. the bounds of odedicnce, 43 holding ir far truce difcretion to make her more: he- fc 
Jovel "than feared of her or rarer that frar and Jove by turnes might 2Ct their ſeverall parts L 
| vpon the Theatre of her youtb{ul hezre and refolutions, There is an od rich Gentleman of ſc 
| that City nobly deſcended, tearmed Den Flippolito Sevino, commonly known and named only he 
D-# Hippolite, agedot ſome threefcore and ten years , and much fubjc& io the Gout, a diſeaſe, M 
better known than cured, and woalct !OVcs1icl men as much as pcor men hat 1: : Anduhis olds th 
Hippolito, in the froft and wince of his ag? , falls in love with our faic yourg Lady Dominicu,.. M 


and fo by th: Lady the Mother (ecks ber Daughter in Marriage, As for th: Mother, the loves ei 
Hippsli:o's Goldbetter than her Daughcer doth his age, and aff.&5 his Lazds as much as ſhee _ 
hacs his perſonage. Burt Doz Garcia, at rhe often requelts of his Siſter, being ar laft vangquiſh- b 


| 
ed by her importunity, ſoon changeth his Mothers opinion and good<ltcem of Hippolito , and b 
} ſo they all three give him the repulſe and deniall. Bur his aft:Ction to this delicate freſh young S 
beanty makeshim more perverſe and obfiinate than his age, ſo he will take no anſwer for an an- ſc 
l.. ſwer, nor a refuſall for a refuſe from them, but will or nil frequent their cowpanie daily , and G 
| theic houſe almoſt hourly 3 they arg all three tyred with his {otifh incivility, and doting im- " 
portunacic, eſpecially Deminicz,. who mcaſuring hiz age by her youth, and knowing him to Wy 
| be far- ficter for his Grave than a Witz, fhe therctore ſcorns him as much as he loves her : but b 
[ yet ſay ſh: what ſh: will, or do ber Mother and B:other what they can, yet they cannot free t 
| their houſe or ſhift their hands of him ; although they many times make him Took upon bare 
walls, content himfclf to converſe with the mcaneſt of their ſervant? and fo to return, with- || 
outſceing either of Mother, Son, or Daughter. hy 6 af 
"But Dominica holding her beauty and yearsnow to be worthie of a Husband, ſhe is fo incivill d; 
and incon:irent, as fhiz praycs tice Morher co procure and provide her one : For ( to uſe her a 
own words) ths faith, /be is weary to lze alone, and live ſingle, aud jully reſolved no longer either 5 
to trifle away her time, or t6ca't away her youth and beauty, Her Lady Mother ( in molt vertuous N 
tearms) checks her impudencie blames her impudicity and concludes, that if ſhe forſake thoſe 
immodst hamoars and inclinations , and fo ferve and tcar God rcligioully , then there is A 
| no doubt bur in good time he(of his propitious favcur and goodneſs towards her )will provide I 
'A her one 5 when turning from ber Daughter, the very cars of ſorrow fall abundantly from her Fy 
q old eyes, to ſee her thas immodeth; thus irregular and wanton, as doubting and fearing that (c 
| in the er:d it wi'l prove ominous and fatall to h:r. 
| + But her laſciviois Danghter Dominica is not contented with this generall anſwer of her Mo- h 


her Brother Don Garcia «ff. ually and ſpeedily to (olicitc her Mother to provide her a Huf- 

band 3 whereat he richer laughs, than gives carc. But when again he ruminates and confiders 

wich himſelf this her fooliſh levitic and wantonne(s, fearing the worſt , and to the end (hee 
might not hercafter prove a diſgrace to her ſelf, a ſcandall to their houſe, and a diſhonour to 

their bhoud, he (taking time at advantage) breaks and treats wich his Mother hereon : who 
concurring in opinion with him, returns him rather her conſent than her denyall ; che which 
he-r-oorts to his in m2deit Siſter Domnica ,who is thereat as joyfull as before the was _ ' 
icnted, ll | 


ther; for {h: is yet ſo vainly imprudent, and fo vitioully impudenr, as ſh: importunatly prayes th 
in 
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Not long after it fell out, that Dominice with her Mother going on a great Holy-day in the 
morning to the Church of the BenediGine Monks, and being behind her on her knees at her 
Bcads and Oraiſons, her devotion was fo cold and her zeal fo frozen towards God, as ſecing 
a very proper young Gentleman (richly apparelled) likewiſe there on his knees at his prayers 
notfar from her; ſhzas a poor (I may fay as a grophane ) Chriſtian, beckons her Mothers 
man to come to her, and whiſpers him in the eare, that he diſcreetly go and enquire what that 
young Cavalicr is, whom ſhe deſcribes to him by his Apparcll, and eſp:ccially by a rich Dic« 
mond Ring which he wears on his finger : Her Mothers man demanding of the Gentlemans 
ſcrvants, returns ſpecdily to his young Lady , and tells her in her care, that it is Don Roderige , 
Son and Heir to Don Emanuel de Cortez , whereat her laſtfull affe&ion makes her hears Iceap and 
dance with in her for joy ; for ſo uncivilly unchaſt is ſhe In her defires and wiſhes , that at his 
very firſt fight ſhe deſires him for her Husband , before avyy other man of the world, yca, be- 
fore any other carthly fekicity. Whercupon ſhe vows, that her Mother ſhall have no truce,not 
her Brother any peace of her, before'they powerfully make this mction of marriage for herto 
Don Roderigo; who being often ſolicired and provoked by her importunate requeſts , they con- 
ſulc hercon, and both of them approve and delirc it as holding it a match equally honourable 
to them both. The Son will have his Mother firft to break the Ice of this motion to Don Ro- 
derigo, but the Mother will have her Son firſt 'to performe that office to him, and ſo to take a 
fair occalion to invite him home to her houſe to ſpeak with her ; the which Doz Garcia per- 
forms, anddcals herein ſo cffeQually with Doz Rederigo that home he comes with him. The 
Lady Cervantella (after many complements and ſpeeches ) preſcnrs this motion to him. He 
ſes the young Lady Dominica, her Daughter, and finding her to be exceeding fair and wittie 
he likes and loves her , and fo takes time to adviſe hereon with his Father , for dhe Lady his 
Mother was formerly gone to Heaven, Roderigo breaks this motionito Don Emanuel, his Fa 
ther z who not pleaſed therewith, ſecks to divert his Son from it, infregard he knows that beg 
Mother Dona Cervamella is very poor and of a weak eſtate, as being much incumbred with the 
great debts of her deceaſed Husband Roderigoalledgeth to his Father, his truc affc&ion to the 
true beauty and vertues of Domixica, and that her deſcent and bloud is no way inferiour to his, 
But his Father being of an excceding covetous diſpoſition , will have wealth to over ſway 
beauty, and not beauty wealth, and ſo is reſolute to hear no more of this motion 3 whereat his 
Son Roderigo bites his lip, and is much difcontented. Yet neverthelcfſc,he hath caft his aftefAion 
ſo deeply and firmely on the frefh end delicate beauty of Dominica, that holding it to be the 
Gold of Nature, and ſhe the Queen and Phoenix of Beauty, he cannotzhe will now refrain but 
very often frequents Doxa Grrvantellas haule, and her Daughters company : To whom ( not- 
withſtanding his Fathers diftaft of her ) he yet gives far more hope than defpaire , that he will 
be her Husband , which raviſhech her with delight , her Mother Dona Cerventellz aud her Bro- 
ther Don Garcia with content. | 
But the order of our Hiſtory invites us for a while to leave Don Roderigo , to feaſt his cycs 
and ſurfeit his thoughts and contemplations on the Roſes and Lillics of his Miftris beauty, and 
again tO return to ſpeak of our ofd Dotard Hippelitozwho now (led by his luſt and voluptuous 
dchires , as they are by the inftigation of the Devill ) comes to perform and aft a bloudy and 
deplorable parc on the ſtage of this Hiftory. He ſees with grief, and grieves to ſee that he is 
retuſed of the Lady Dominica , whom he loves far dearer and tenderer than his life; and under 
ſtanding that Do# Roderige de Cortez doth ſtill frequent her company , hath gaincd her affe- 
Qion,and ſhall ſhorely marry her, he thereupon turncs his reaſon into rage, converts kis judge» 
ment into revenge ,and ſorefolvycs to murther him by night, as ſoon as he finds him to. iflue 
forth ofthe Lady Cervantellas houſe ; the Devill making him ſtrong in the uanity of this be- 
lick and confidenc:, that he being once dead, undoubtedly the fair Dominica will fall for his 
ſhare and Wife.So he is reſolute in this his bloudy and damnablc defigngand conſults with him- 
ſclf, whether he ſhould do it by himſelf, or by ſome ſecond inſtrument ; but finding it danges= 
rous to cffcQ& it by another, becauſe he muſt then commit his life to his courteſie , and ſeei 
that his Gout had now forſaken him, he therefore reſolves to do it by himſelf. Bur firſt heo 
thinks it not improper, rather pertinent for him,to write Roderigo a Letter : the which he doth 
la theſe tearny , and ſends it him by one of his own confident ſervants. 


Pp2 HIPPOLIT@ 


ab. 


'  Geds Revenge againit Maurther. 
 _ HIPOLITO © RODERIGO. 


Err thou informes but of the hundreth part of my dear i«f.fion to the fair young Lady 
VV Doane: and reciprocally of kers to me, thou wouldiiCif not 6ut of honour, Jet out of ju 46- 
ment ) ſurceaſe thy ſute to her, and not make thy obtinacy ridiculous , by thinking to obtaine her to 
thy Wife : and although ſhe feed thee with the Sugar of many ſweet prote/tations andpromiſes tothe 
contrary, yet if I have any ezes in my head , «& gag py in thine, to diſcern the truth hereof, 
thou haſt far more reaſon 10 relye Hp0n the integrity of My age; than the vanity and Inconita ncee of ber 
youth : And wert thou not a Genteman whom I love for thine own, and honour for thy Fathers ſake, 
I had not ſo long permitted thee to frequent her company, nor ſo often to converſe with her to the pre» 
Judice of my content and thy diſcretion : And iſ this friendly Ambaſſadour of my heart , my Leiter, 
will not yet induce thee to leave her to me, whom Heaven and Earth, God and her Mother have gi- 
ven mez 1 will then, either by thy Father, or by the uſuall courſe of Tuſtice, take that order with thee 
therein, as ſhall redound as much to my honour and fame, as to thy infamie and diſreputation, 


HIPPOLITO. 


Roderigo having received and read this Letter of Hippolito, he cannot refrain from ſ{miling 
and laughing, to ſee his ſottiſh errour and ridiculous ignorance herein z for hee perfetly 
knowes, that both Dominica and the Lady Cervantella her Mother arc long fince reſolved to 
hear no more cither of him or of his ſute, and cherefore he holds it more worthy of his Jaugh- 
ter than of his obſervation , likewiſe to ſee, that this old Dotard , when Nature is ready to 
G&cd him to his Grave, that his luſt ſhould yet be ſo forward, to defire to marry ſo young and 
beautifull a Lady as Dominica : The which copfidering , once he thought to return him no 
other anſwer but ſilence 3 bur at laft, reſpeRing kis age and quality more than his indiſcreti- 
on or power , aftcr he had ſhewn his Letter to Cervantella, to Dominica, and her Brother Doy 
Garcia, who all concur in opinion with him, to make it the publike object, as both it aad 
himſelf were the private cauſe of their gencrall laughter £ he calls for Pen and Paper, and ( ra» 
ther with contempt than choler) by Hippoliito's own ſervant returns him this anſwer. 


R ODERIGO to HIPPLITO. 


Have as fſmallreaſon to doubt of thy affeion to the young Laiy Domfnica , as to bel:eve that 
Ii is reciprocally fo to thee, and therefore T ſee no ju't cauſe in honour or ſolid ground in Fudges 
ment to ſurceaſe my ſute towards her, much leſs to deem my cbtinacy ridiculous in hoping to obtaing 
ber to my Wiſe 5 And although it be in thy pleaſure, yet it 15 not in thy power to make me doubtful 
of her fair words, or to call in queſtion, or ſuſpition her ſweet promiſes and proteſtatic;1s to mee, ſith 
that were os = ogy the purity of my Zeal 40 her, and of her true and ſincere affeftion to mee, the 
whieh yet to do thee a curtefie, I will rather excuſe than condewn in thee, becauſe I am confident it exe 
ceeds thy knowledge, though not thy feare, and in this behalf and aſſurance, thine eyes Cannot ſomuch 
prevaile with my Fudgement, but that I will more rel; pon the integrity of her youth, than the vanity 
of thy age. As for #by love to me, or honour to my | ather , when I frad it ſo, I will acknowledge it 
to be as true, asnow I conceive it feigned : but ſor thy threats to mee in thinking thereby to make me 
for ſake the converſation and company, of that fair and vertuous young Lady Ido rather pitty than 

them, andevery way more contema than care for them, Aſſuring thee that I cannct offibly 
refrain from laughter , to ſee thee ſo devoid of common ſence , as tothink tobe able, ejther to ts me 
with the power of the Law, oy to daunt me with the prerogative and authority of my Father in making 
nee to forſahe ber whom #n life and death, T aeither can nor will forſake , reſolve there{are henceforth 
to prevent thy infamy and diſreputation, for I will be left to imy ſelf to effabliſh mine own content 
and honour, as I pleaſe. | 


R ODERIGO. 


Hippolito upon the receic and conſideration of this peremptory Letter of Don Rogerigo, is f0 
inflamed and incenſed againſt him to ſe that (perforce) he will make him wear a }/:!low Gar- 
land, as (without any more delayes or cxpoſtulations)Junderftanding him to be that very ſame 
night which he received his Letecr, with his Lady Dominica at her mothers houſe, the Devill 
cauſcth hin to gather all his malice, wits and ſtrength together about him thar nighe to mur- 


ther him as he iffucth forth co go home, which bloody ſtratagem of his to cff:& and _ _ | 
chargerh 
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ehargeth a piſtoll wich three Bullers and he waits his comming thence: but Don Garcia ac- 
cid:ntally ifluing forth all alone privatly ro go vibe a friend of his not tar off, His wretched 
old villain Hippolito taking him to be Roderigo lets flye at him , and all three Bullets pic: ce his 
bodv, fo hee tals down dead to the ground. The blow is h-ard, and the breathleſs t; ody of D.r 
Garcia is foutud cecking in his blood, wholſc moth:r , Sitter, and Dox Roderigo arc amaz'd and 
aſtoniſhed at this deplorable diſaſter, and ready © drown themſetives jn their tears for {orrow 
thereof, So Ryderrgo leaving ſome Neighbuurs ro comfort theirs he takes or der to find cur the 
murtherers, 2nd gocs bimfelf fpecdily throughout rhe itrect to that effeft; Wien th: good 


picafure and providenc: of God dirc&: ais courſe to find our this old ex:crable wretch Eeprg- 


lito going lirping and limping in the ſtreet, having thrown away bis Piſtol, and only folding 
his dark Lanthorn in hishand, which then (rhe berter to color our this dawmneble £26 o4 315 
he op:ned to light him, Roderigo mcaſuring things palt by the x r:{cnt , and finding Hitpo 
lito there in the fſirects all alone , at this undue and unfcaſonable hour of the night; God 

prompts his hcart with this ſuſpition, that hee in lixely-hood was the murtherer of Dez Gar- 

cia, and fo layes hold of him, and caufeth him ro be committed to the Priſon , notwithRan- 

ding all the entreatics, means and friends, which he conl3d then poſſible malte to the contrary. 

Tic next day all Grazads rings and refonnds of this murth-r , and of the fufpition and im- 
pr;iſonment of Don Hippolito tor the ſame , when the Lady Carvantells gous to the Criminall 

Judges of thc City and accuſcth himior the tamz, and with grict, ſorrow, and p2thon , fol- 

lows it cloſe againlt himz and although Hppelztoar his firft examinatian dcnics ic, yer being 

by his cleer-ſighted Judge adjudged to the Rack for the fame, hre at the very fiilt fipht thercot 
confelicth it, tor the which bloody and lamentable crime cf his, hee is ſentenced the next day 

co be hanged aithcugh he proflcred all his cftate and means to fave his life s Brit the za and 

1::cgrity of his Judges was ſuch to the facred name of Jultice, as they difdained to be cr ups 
ted herewith, 

She next Morning this old bloody wretch Hippolito is brought ro tke common place of 
ex-cution, where a very great concourſe of people repair from all parts of the City to fee him 
take his laſt farzwc!l of the world, moſt of them pitrying his age, bur all cond:mning rhe cnor-= 
micy of his his foul and bloody crimc. He was dcealt with by ſome Pricits and Fryers in 
Prifen , whoſe Charirty and Picry, cndceavourcd to fortific his heart apainkt che fear of death, 
and to prepare his f-ul for the life and joycs oi that to come. But the Devill was yer ſoftrong 
wich him, that he could nor be drawn to contrition nor would not be cither perſwaded or ea- 
f:r::d to repentance, or to ask God, or the world forgiveneſs of this his bloody faft, but as he 
lived prophancly, fo he would dyc wretchedly and defperatly , for on the Ladder he made a 
fooliſh ſpeech, the which becauſe it favoured more of b:aftly concupiſcence and luſt , than of 
Picty or Religion, I will therefore buric it in oblivion, apd filence , and fo he was turned 
over. 

Come we now to ſpeak of Don Emanuel! de Cortoz the Father, who und:cftanding of his 
Son Roderigo his continual frcquenting of Doxa Cervantella's houfe, and her Daughter Domz- 
aica's company, and now hearing ofthis murther at her Son to her door, his own Soh being 
then ther-in preſent 3 he is muchdifcontented therewith; and becauſe he will fequeſter him 
trom her 1gbt and provide him another Wife, he ſends him to Aſnalos , a manor houſe of his, 
{om: ten leagues off in the Countrey, with a ſtrong injunftion and charge , there to retide cill 
his farcher order to rcturn : Koderigo is wonderfull ſorrowtull ths to leave the fight of his fair 
and deer Miftirs Dominica, and (to the view of the world) no leffe is ſhe , fo be tranipoicerh 
only his body to Aſ/ralles, bur his hcart he leaves with her in Granado. But a moneth is ſcarce 
expired after his departure, but the Lady Cervantellz (by the death of her Son-Dox Garczay 
Wanting a man to conduCt and govern her affairs, eſpecially her law ſutes, wherewith (as we 
hav: formerly heard) ſhe is much incumbrcd, the thereupon: ( as alſo at the inftant requcit of 
ber Daughter) writes Rederigo this letter for his returne. 


CERVANTELLA to RODERIGO. 


S thou texdereſt the proſperity of my affairs , and the content and joy of my Daughter , I re- 

queſt thee ſpeedily to leave Aſnallos, and to return to reſide here in Granado, fur I wanting 

my Son Garcia, who was the joy of my life, and ſhe her Rodcrigo who art the liſe of ber 20y, thou mujt 
nt find it ſtrange , if my age, and her youth, and if my Law ſutes and her love affefions and de- 
frres aſſume this reſolution : Thy Father is a Noble man of reaſon , and his Son ſhall find this to be a 
requeſt both honourable and reaſonable, except thou wilt ſo far publiſh thy weakneſſe to the world, that 
thou dojt more fear thy Father than love my Daughter, for if thou ſhoulde/t once permit thy obedience 
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to him ſo far to give a Law to thy afjecion to her, thou wilt then mate thy ſelf as unworthy to be hex 
' Husband, as I deſire #t with zeal, and ſhe with paſſion. Shee is reſolved to ſecond this my Letter c 


with one of her own 10 thee, ro which I refer thee 3 Gid bleſſe thy toy, and haften thy return, p 
f 

CERVANTELLA p 

| 4 

Dominica reſolvingto makc good her promiſe to her mother, and that of hzr mother to |: 


Roderizo, ſhe withdraws her felt ro her Chamber to write, and knowing h:r mothers Mcfſen- 
ger ready to depart, chargeth him with the delivery of her Letter to h=-r Lover Roderigo, and 
to caſt the better Jaltce and varniſh over her affe&tion , the takes a Diamond Ring trom her 
finger, and likewitc ſendsit him tor a token of her love. 


DOMINICA to RODERIGO. 


S the death of my Brother Don Garcia made we extream forroyfu.ll, ſo thic cf thy abſence made 
mee i» finnely miſerable, for as that wipe my woyes and hipes in thei) bieſſums , lo this kul's them 
1 their riper age and maturity. Ih. al firit received thy love, and gave ard retiirs;ed thee nite int 
exchange, I had we'l ihought thou hadjt affefied me tou de ariy ſv ſoon to leave wr (Cabt, and to banith 
1-5 leif ir0:0 my Co pany but nuw I [ee with griefy and ſee! with ſorrow thet 622 lon ejt Thy F arter 
far beiter then me, and relighteſt to prefer bis content te /cremine, for elfe 1 | cd't mot made we 
zhus wretched by 1hy ahjexnce, who am as (it were )but entring into the hapyineſſe o! thy preſences It 
then canit fiiid in thy heart to obey bis commands,bejore thn grant my requeits 1463: Come not to Gra- 
nado , but [tay (jill in Aſnalios, but zf the contrary, thez leave Afnallos, and come to nem Grarade, 
where IT will chide thee for thy long (tay , and yet gave thee a world of thanks and kiſſes for thy ſo (on 
return, and as my heart and joul doth defire it , ſo the proſperity 0: my Mothers «fairs doth likewiſe 
want , and thereſore crave it. Fudge of the ſervency of my aff-dicm to thee, by thine towy ſelf 3 and 
then thou wilt ſpeedily reſolve to ſee thy Dominica, who eſu es nothing ſo much under Heaven as 19 
have the happineſſe of thy ſight , and the ſelicity and Honour of thy Company. 
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DOMINICA. 


* Rogerigo reccives theſe their ewoLetters z reputes that of th: mother to much reſpe&, and 
this of her Dzughter to infinite affcCtion, ſo as the very knowledge and contideration thereof | 
makes him rcjoyce in the firſt, and triumph in the ſecond,and therefore knowing himſelt co be 
a man, and paſt a child, and that as he is bound by nature and reaſon to abey his Father, ſo 
he is not tyed to be commanded by him beyond it, wherefore he reſolves to give content ro 
the Mother tor the Daughters ſake, and to the Daughter for his own ſake, and fo by their own 
Meſſ-ngerrcturnes them theſe anſwers 3 That to the Lady Cervantella ſpate thus. 


RODERIGO to CERVANTELLA. 


T Somuch tener the proſperity of thy affairs ana thy Duughters content and oy , that my reſoluti® 
ons ſhall ſo diſpoſe of my ſelf towards my Father 5 as very ſhortly I will ſee thee with reſpef aud ob» 
ſervance, and viſit her with affetion and zeal; for this deſire of hers and requeſt 0} thine, is ſo bonus 
rable, ſo reaſonable, as my Father (hould be guilty of unkindyeſſe , to deny the ove , and my ſelf 6 in- 
gratitude not to grant the other 3 Or if he will yet continue to croſſe our affeions , I will then make 
it apparant to the world , that T will not fear him the thouſand part ſo much as I will love ker, ans 
that I cannt receive @ greater ſelicity and honour , than to fee ber wy Wiſe, and my ſelf her Hu: 
band. T have givenan anſwer to her Letter, ena very ſ:o:1ly I will gave ker my ſelf every wiy aus 
ſwerabic to ker merits , to thy expetarion and my promiſe. 


RODERIGO. 
His Letter to Dominica was charged and fraughted with rhcFe lincs. 


RODERIGO to DOMINICA. 


0 deface thy ſorrows for thy Brothers death and thy miſeries for my abſence, and likewiſe to pre- "WW 

ſerve thy inves in their bloſſoms, and thy hopes in their riper age and maturity , T am fully re- FF 
| folved very ſhortly to.grant thy reque}t in leaving Aﬀnallor, to live ana die with thee 11 Graneny 
*8 and 
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and thou avejt offer a palpable wrong to thetruth, and an immerited diſparagement to the purity and 
candour of my affefion , to think that I any way prefer my obedience to my F ather, before my «ffeGtie 
on to thee, or conſequently his content to thine, Therefore prepare thy ſelf to kiſſe, vvt 10 chic e mee, 
for elſe I will reſol ve to chide and nt to ki ſe thee at my Yeu its My bes? endeavours ſhall wait 01 the 
proſperity of thy Mothers effairs , aad my beſt love and ſervice ſhall eternaily attend on her Daugh- 
rers pleaſure and comman1s , and judge thou if my zeal to thee, do not excead thine tomy ſelf, ſh 
Earth is not ſo deer to mee, as the Hononr of thy fight, wor Heaven. as the felicity of thy company, 


RODERIGO. 


He hath no ſooner diſpatchcd theſe two Lettersto his Miſtrisand her Mother, bit the very 
next day airer hz enters into a reſolution with himſclf z that he ſhall nor do well fo foon to 
diſoblige and diſobey his Father, by fo ſpeedily precipicatiag his r-turn from Aſaallys to 
Gra#ado, as urging this reaſon to his conſideration, and propoting this confidccation to his 
judgment, , that Dominica's aftcCtion and beauty can difficulcly makc him rich , but that his 
Fathers difcontent and difpleaſure towards him mayeafily make him poor : Whefeupon re- 
ſolving to ch:riſh his conſtancy to her , and yet to retain his ob:dience to him, he holds it no 
fin if a little Jonger he diſpence with his content, and promiſe to remporize for his diſcreticn 
and profit, as grounding his hope upon this confidence , and his confidence upon this pre- 
fuming intalliblilicy, that his Lady and Miftris Dominica is as chaſt as fair, and will prove as 
conſtant to him as ſhe is beautifall in her ſelf. But ſhe is a woman, and therefore ſh: may de- 
ccive bis hopes , and he isa man, and therefore it is poſſible that her beauty may berray his judg- 
meat, the which prediftion and prophelie (to his gricf and forrow, and to her ſhame and mi- 
{ry ) we [hill fhorcly fee mad: true and verified, the manner thug. 

Dominica( as we have formerly underſtood) being of a wanton diſpoſition and carriage,and 
very uncbaltly and laſciviouſly enclined, (he finding Roderigees ſtay in Aſrallos to exceed his 
promite and her expeQation, ſhe cannot live chaſt , (he will not remaine conſtant in his ab- 

tence, bur hath a friend or two, I mean two proper young Gentlemen of Granado, to whom 
ſh: many times privatly imparteth her amorous favours and aff:;&ion, the which 
ſhe afterh not ſo clotely, butthe Lady her Mother( being a Lincy-cyed , and curious obſerver 
of her aftionsJaath notice thereot, and thinking to reclaime her from this foule fin of for- 
nication and whordeme, which threats no lefs chan the ruines of her fortunes, and the Shi 
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wrack of her repation 3 (he firſt artempteth toperſwade her by fair mcans with tears and ws. 4 
ers 3 bur ſceing the could not thereby prevaile with her, then ſhe gives her many ſharp ſpeeches 
and bitter threats , and menaces, as wholly to deprive her of her Fathers portion, and cither to 
l make her ſp:nd her daics in a Nunnery, or end them in a Prifon. That ſhe is not worthicto 
: tread upon che tacc of carth, orlook up to Heaven becauſe this her foul crime of fornication, 
makes hcr odious to God, and an infinite ſhame and ſcandallto all her Parents and friends in - 
g:nerall, and co cycry one in particular, with many other reafons looking and conducing that 
way, the which tor breviticsſake, Ircſolve to omit and bury in filencc. 
L, * Brchislcture of the Mother prevailes not with the Daughter , bnt rather inflames than 
. quench:th che fire of her inordinate and laſcivious luſt ; the which ſhe perceiving, and to pre=- 
4 vent her owa fcandall in that of her Daughters, ſhee(as a carctull Mother and a wiſe Matron 
: mcweth her up in hee Chamber , where Dominica (tor meer gricf and coller ( to ſee her ſelte 
; thus d:bard of her plcaſhrs in the reſtraint of her liberty ) ſhee growes very ſick, looks exceeding 
j wan, pal: and rhin, and fo keeps her Bed', the which the Lady Cervantella takes for a fit oc» 
c calion and opporcunity again ctf-Aually to write to Roderigo to haſten his return xo Granado, 
F a doaD:ing Izatt her Diughtces Belly ſhouid chance to ſwell and grow big in his abſence. This 
her Lecter ro Rod2rigo, reported her mind; and repreſented her defires ro hira in theſe rermes, 
CERVANTELLA to RODER IGO. 
Dom doe(t thy ſelf uo right , but me and my Daughter infininit wrong , in ſiayng ſo long from 
Granado, in regard it rs contrary to thy promiſe , do my expectation, and to her deſerts and mes 
nits : For her affedion is ſoentire and fervent to thee, becauſe ſhe conceives . and hopes that thine(in 4 
e- JW Tequitall )is ſo ro hery that ſhe bath this many moneths languiſhed in expedation of thy return;whereof + by 
bb, 


eginning to deſpair , that deſpair hath ſtruck her into ſodangerous a Conſumption, that I jear it will 
y ſhortly prove fatall to her: for already the Lilttes have baniſhed the Roſes of her cheeks, yeayher cheeks - 
1d | 
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are grown thin; and.thoſe ſparkling jtars , her ezes,bawve boſt a great part of their wonted lnjtre and 
glory : (o if thy afſettion will not , yet pity ſhould mroe thee to haſten thy return, to ſee and Comfort 
ber , eſpecially firh thou wilt ſcarce know ker when thou {ect hir 5, in regard I may (alot) infily af- 
ferme : that fre is no 2170 er Dominica, but rather the living Anatomie of 6eat Dowminica. Hew thuy 


cant an{wer for this ber ſickneſſs to thine h nour (which is ocCuftenes? by thy ws: wnineſſe) T know wat ; 
brit ſure I ann if (he 70 to her Grave be(ore th:u come to her , thou Can't never ſufficienily «nſwer 2t to 
thy con(c ence, i:0r thy conſcience to God, Ir per f:ck ned, thin art ihe only Saintio whom (le offercth 
up her devotions 5 and therejore it will be a niſcracle tngratiine iathee, to perm't ber tg «y* thy 
Martyr. 


CERVANTELTLA-: 


Ar the receit and peruſfall of this Letter , Rogerigo is Intiniity forrowtull, eſpecially when he 
confidercth , that ic is only Dominicg's deer aticttion to him, aid hi; long ſay trom hers which 
hath occaſioned her ficknets : whereupon his love contalting with his honour, his honour 
with his conſcience, and his conſcience with God , he conjureth the M:f-nger co return tpce- 
dily to Gran.zdo, tothe Lady Cervante!la, and her Dwughter Dominica, from him, and co atfare 
th: m, that fIl buſineſs of the world ſet apart, hewill be there with them the a:x: day , and 
bring, thera the anſwer? of their Letters him{ielt; whereat, at the Mcflengers return, they both 
of them exceedingly rejoyce. Roderigonow (according to his promiſe ) com-swo Granado , 
\iiitc.th Corvantelliy, and fick Miſtris Dominic ; falutes the one with compleniznits,, the. other 
w' h kiſs Domizice intending to give him ter body, but not her hearty diff blech her at» 
tet on to him, and trowns on him excccdingly , as it her Tove to him, and his to her, were 
ce:rer to her then all the wor'd, and far more prz:cious than her lite. But contrariwiſe, Roderigo 
in 'nds as he ſpeaks & {peak?,az he intends 3 yea, he 15 fo fincere ard recall in his 2ff.&ion w hers 
23 (hz is countertcit and trechero!s to him, So £glorying in her beauty, and triuniphing in her 
yourh, h: with much difficulty obbains his Fathcrs conſent , and marrics her, their Nuptials 
being ſolemnizcd in Grazar wich itate and bravery, anſwerable to their diſcontents and qua- 
liti:s 3 but he will find a wanton Las for a conſtant Lucrece, and a laſciviceus Phyrae tor a cial 
Pene.ope, Never Husband bore himfclt more reſp:Qtully, loving and couricoutly to his Wite, 
than doth R:derig) to his Dominica for he thinks that her tare cannot be curious, nor her Ap- 
p rl coſtly enough tor her ; yea, fuch was his tender reſpect of her, and aff-Cticn to her , thac 
he willingly permitted her to go where ſhe would , and to come when ſhe pleaſed 3 contrary 
to the cultorac of Spain, and generally of moſt Spaniards , who hold it far more folly chan at- 
{ion to give this licentious freedome and libertie to their Wives , which we do in England 
and France; the which we ſhall fe verified in our young Bride Dominica : for the more her 
Hu«band Roderigo loves her, the more ſhe flights him; and the more he refpeRs her , the more 
ſhe negleAs and contemns him : whereat hegrieves , his Mother in Law Cervantella ftorms,and 
his own Father Don Emanuel de Cortez repines and murmurs. | But as it is labour in vaine to 
think to make an /£ hiopian white, ſo all of them cannot reclaime Dominica to love her Huſ- 
band, nor ſcarceto lyc with him, He-conrteives infinite grief hescat , which breeds bima ling- 
r:ng Conſumption in aarneſt, as his Wife Dominica was formerly poſſefſ:d of one in jealt;zwhere- 
at ſhe the more hates him, in regard the extremity of his fickneſs aud weakneſs will not Pcr- 
wit him to perform the cites and datics of a Hasband towards her : but ſhe need not care, much 
Icff grieve thereaty for the rakes her obſcene and laſcivious pleaſures abroad , whiles her dear 
fick Husband (for grict of bedy and mind) is ready to dyc at home. He bewayles his hard 
fortune in marrying ker 3 but yet loves her ſo tenderly and dcarly , as he will nor ſpeak il] of 
her binielf,nor ſuff-r ary other to do it cither in his preſence or herabſence. Yea, her love is 
{o frozen ro him, though his be ſtill conſtantly and fervently inflamed to her, as ſhe difficulcly 
ſces him once in three dayes, nor yet ſpeaks two words with when ſhe ſces him, and 
yct when he is ſo happy to obtain her tight and company, he Wexceedingly rejoyceth there- 
ar, thaticſeems to him, hispain for that time gives him peace, his ſo! r»ws truce his fickneſs 
e ſe, his hezrt comfort, and his thoughts conſolation. But Dominica hath not deferved the 
leaſt part of all this true aft:Qion and courtelie from him heretofore, much lefſe will the re- 
quite it to him hereafter: except in a moſt ingratefull and bloudy manner, which is thus _ 
The Devill refolves to trouble the harmonie and fercnitic of their marriage,or rather our 
Dominica hath helliſhly derivedand drawn this rcſolation from the Devill, topoyſon her Huſ- 
band; and the ſooner ſhe fix:th her mind Jpon this infernall ingredient , and ſettcth her bar- 


barous cruelty upon this deviliſh Drag, becauſe the violence of his Conſumption having alrcady | 
wade almoſt an Anatormie of his body, ſhe therefore flattereth her ſelf with this opinion , chat. 
no ſuſpicion at all can ſeize upon thebelecf of any, that he Is poyſoned, much Icfle E "= F 
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Father,or her Mother.Shc cannot procure poyſon her (elf.& therefore albeit ſhe be unwilling to 
acquaint or imploy any other herein, yet {h: is enforced thereunto, Ofall her acquaintance, 
(h: cainks (he may more ſafely entruſt and repoſe this great ſecret with her Chamber-maid Dez. * 
iſa z for having formerly made her acccf{ary to her fins of Fornication and Adultery, fhcs 
thinks the may with Icffe difficulty and more cafe now draw her to conceale and participate in 
this Murther with her : the which the better and ſooner to eff.&, ſhe gives her fiftie Duckatez 
and adding thereunto many ſweet perſw2ftons, and fugred promiſes , of her continuall care 
and aff.&ion for her preferment , this wretched miſerable Wench yeelds her couſent thereto, (0 
they give theic hands, and ſwear ſecrefie each to other, the Devill Jaughing at this their blou- 
dic compaQand capitulation. 

So (withour cither the grace or fear of God) they are reſolute in this their rage, rad outra» 

gious in this their barbarous cruelty , thinking «very minute a moneth, and every day a ycare, 
b:fore they have finiſhed & perpetrated this lamentable bulinefſe : So this Furic,this She-devill 
Dominicazbeing as impatient in herlaſcivions luſt to her ſclf,as in her deadly malice to her kind 
and honett Husband Roderigo, ſhe makes Deniſa ſecretly to proctre ſome {trong poyſon, from 
ſome remote unknown Apothecary , & noe only cauſeth but Ces her to pur itinto- ſome White» 
broth for him, which the Chamber-maid brings . and he Wifearid Mittrefſe gives to her Huſs 
band , in the morning , before he was out of his Bed, under pretence and colour of ſome come 
fyrtable Broth, and hut meat: whereof(Q grief to think 11!O pitrie to report it!Jbefore night he 
dyed thereot. And Don Emanuel de Certez, his Father, being at that time ridden tothe Cit) 
ot Sevil in the Province of Andouleſia, abour ſome important buſineſs of his, ſhe ( taking the 
opportunity and advantage of his abſence , thereby the better to over-veil this her foul and 
bloudy fa& ) doth ſpeedily cauſe this his breathl:fſz body to be encoffined, and fo buried ſome- 
what privatly, bur not inthat ſolemn manner as was requidite, either for his quality , or hee 
reputation, yea, contrary to the opinion of the Lady Cervanteila, her Mother who much gric= 
ved and fearcd at this ſudden death of her Son in law Roderigo, as doubting left her Daughter 
his Wife, had coo haſtily and untimely ſent him to Heaven in a bloudic winding ſheet. This 
mournfull Tragedic thus a&ed our wretched Dominica, of a diſcontented Wife, is now become 
a joyfull and trolike Widow : and now her cxorbitant luſt and laſcivious deſires break pale 
and range, both b:yond the bounds of chaſtity, and the limits of diſcretion : for ſhe will kear- 
| ken to no advice nor follow any counſel! from the Lady Cervanteila her Mother, bur forſakey 
h:r houſe and her fizhe the greateſt part of the day, and which is worſe , many whole nights, 
to keep company with thole vitious Gallants and deboſhed young Gentlemen , of her former 
acquaintance and familiarity, with whom ſhe delighteth ro lofe her honour , to caſt away her 
ctalticy, and to {hipwrack hcr reputation, if not her ſoule'; when neither thinking of God or 
her Conlcicnce, of Heaven or Heil, of hcr murthering ſelf, or murthered Husband, ſhe ſo in» 
ceſſantly ( wichou: any interiniſſion or rep:ntance ) abandons her ſelf ro her prophane and 
beaftly whoredoms , that in a very ſhort time ſh: nia"cs her ſelf the Taughter of the worſt, and 
the picie of the better and moſt vertuous fort of pcop!s of Granads; yea, her aCtions are fo de- 
void of Grac:s, and replcat of impictie, that her own Mother is aſhamed to ſpeak with hery 
and Dox Emanuel! de Cortez, her Father in law, to fee her. 

And here, Chriftian Reader, let me requeſt thy curiofity to obfcrve, and thy picty to re- 
mak; how(by degrecs) the indignation and juſtice of God falls upon this deboſhed young La» 
dy, for the toulneſs of theſe: her crimes, the very crie and ſent whereof hath pierced the wind 
dows of Hcayen,and arg now aſcended to the cars and noſtrils of the Lord of Hoſts, to draw 
down condign vengeancc on her for the ſam, yea, andat thoſe times win (h: leaſt dreams or 
thinks thzrcof, and when ſhe is in the very prime of her prophaneneſs, and the chick rutfe of 
her laſcivious jollity and voluptuous ſenſualiticz The manner whereof is thus. Ta” 

| Two moncths arz ſcarce expircd , fince ſhe ſent this her H:1band Redorigo thus untimely and 
craclly to his Grave, but having asit were drowned her Wits and Sz:nces, her Reafon ar 
Judgement , yea, her Heart and Soul in the Ocean of h:r beaſtly Jafts and luſtſull defices and 
pleaſures, (but to her own ſhame, to the grief ofher Mother, and the contempt and. anger of 
her Fzther in law de Cortez) ſhe marricth Don Lewes de Ar4rada one of her former Fayourits, 
*and Paramours, for her Lover I cannot, and therefore I will not tcarm him, a very proper 
Gentlemau of his perſonage, but every way as deboſh:d and virious as her fell; and therefore, a 
fit Husband for ſuch a Wife. That the was honeſt, he knew the contrary; but hoping that bgc 
wealth ſhould ſupply his wants , and repair rhe ruincs of his decayed fortuncs , was that which 
ſalely induced him to become her Husband. But at laftf; when ke ſaw her wealth to come ſhore | 
of his expe&ation, and her luſtfall defires to excecd it , then he thinks it high time co be wiſe , 
in cot imitating the example of his Predeceffgur Rodgrigo in his carriage and conduCtion w_ 
| | | war 
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wards this hislaſcivious Wife Dominica; ſo he holds a ftrict hand over her, and in a manner 
makes herno better than a Pciſoner to her Chamber, and a Scholar to her Book and Needle, in aB 
ſuch ſort, thas her ranging unchaſt thoughts are now bounded in her new Husbands jealouſic, arnc 
and pent & immured up in her own gricf & diſcontent: For thus he texfoncth with himſclfthat 
although formerly he here made his Curtizan, yet now he will not permit that ſhe make bim a nig 
Cuckold ; then he was her friend, now her Huzband 3 and then ſhe was anſwerable for her tO 


own life and aftions to God, but now he is both forhis own and for hers, But this her preſery the 
affliction and miſcrie is but the ſhadow and leaſt part of her fature : for Azdr:de her Hasband cc 
being as reſolute in reforming her, as ſhe was neither to digeſt or endure it , he the better to of 
curb her incontinencie, and to debar her from any more returning to her former lewd pranks, ter 


and deboſhed life and converſation, he keeps her very ſhort of Money, takes from her moſt of | 4i! 
herbeſt Apparell, and all her Rings, Chains , and Jewels, which the Ladies of Spain ( more thi 
than any others ofthe world) hold to be a great part of their cartbly felicitie. 


Dominica is amazed, yea all in tcars, to ſce this ſtrange alteration of her fortune, and diff-- th 
rence of her two Husbandy, and now (though too late ) ſhe ſees Roderigo's Iove'in Andrads'; th 
hardneſs towards her : ſhe ſpeaksto her Mother, to reconcile her to her Hutband : but having S 
ſhat up this her ſecond raatch without her knowledge or conſent, ſhe rejects and abandoneth pl 
her from her favour, to ſeek her own fortune, as holding her unworthy of the bloud which _ 
Nature, and the education which God and her ſelf had given her. Se was cruell to her firf 0] 
Husband, and therefore no marvell ifthe ſecond prove unkind to her; yct he doubting of her a 
ſecret malice towards him, he apprehends her revenge, as much as he condemns her lubricity. fl 


He will not add faith to her diſſcmbling promiſes, nor hazard belict to her cereacherous tears 
and kiffes, but keeps her Rill rather as a priſoner than a Wife, and more likea Criminall than 
a companion : and yet as cloſe and retired as he kept her in his houſe, his vigilancie and Jea- 
loufie was enforced to meet with this unknown misfortunc, that he was no ſooner abroad, but* 
ſhe had another friend or ruffian at home, with whom ſhe very often and very diſhoncſtly fa- 

« miliarizcd, inſfomuch , that the had infallibly raurthercd her ſecond Husband, as ſhe had for- 
merly done her firſt , if God (out of the incftimable treaſure of his mercy and goodnefle )had 
not prevented her rage,and diſappointed and diſſipated her bloudy deſign and revenge by ano- 
ther accident azmournfull as miraculous, and whercia the juſtice and providence of God doth 
equally reſplend and ſhine forth untout, for our inftrution, with a moſt divine power and 
Heavenly influence. 

For we muſt here know and underftand, that the fifty Duckats which Deniſe had oven 
her of her Lady Dominica, for conſenting to poyſon her Maſtcr Roderigo, gave her new appa- 
rell, and they likewiſe procured her a new Suitor or Sweet-heart , named Hugo, ( who made 
ſhew to nuarry her, but intend. d itnot_) with whom ſhe wantonized fo often,as in a ſhort time 
ſho became guilty ofa great Belly, the which ſhe concealed from all the world, except from 
Hugo, the Father oft her unborn child 5 whoupon notice thereof, cither for fear of preſent pu- 
niſhment, or of future danger , or that he ſhould be conſtrained to marry her, and fo to main- 
tain her and her child, when he had not means to maintain himſelf, he fled from Graxadoto + 
Muricia, without taking his leave of Deniſe, or any way acquainting her therewith; and now, 
when it is too late, this wretched wench exceedingly grieves thereat, when knowing his return 
uncertaine, his affeAion to her doubtfull , her ſelf poor, and her Lady and Miftris Dominica as : 
then not able to maintain her or her child,ſhe aſſumes another bloudy reſolution, which is,thac 
as ſhe was formerly acceſfary to the poyſoning of her Maſter, ſo ſhe now will be a principall 
Adﬀor in murthering and making away of her own child as foonas it ſhall be born, and neither 
conſcience nor her fear are able todivert her from this her bloody and damnablc purpoſe. For 
being provoked thereunto firſt by her ſhame, then by her neceſlity , but chicfcly and eſpecially 
by her fatall Counſ:llor and inftigator the Devill , ſhe being delivered (almoſt a moncth bes 
fore her time _) of a fair young Son, as ſoon as he hadcrycd once , to bewaile his own miſery 
and his inhumane mothers cruelty) ſhe as an cxecrablc fury of Hell ſtrangles it, giving him his * 
mournſnll end untimely dcath in that very ame hour and inſtant which God and her ſelf gave , 
it lif-, and the ver y ſame evening wraps it in a clean white linnen cloth , and with a Paokthred 
ties a great ſtone racreunto, aud (the Devill giving her ſtrength} the very ſame night carrics 
ic half a mile off roa Pond without the Eaſt gate of the Citic, where ſeeing no body preſent 
to ſceh-r, {h: (not as a mother , no not asa woman, bnt rather as a fury of Hell ) there 
chrows i: in , which before her departure thence preſently ſunk to theborom. 

And here !it. us b:hold and contemplate on the wonderfull mercie and judgement of God, 

« in ſo ſpcedily revealing this deplorable and cruell murther of this harmleſs and innocent little 

new-born ,babe, whom being ſo newly brought from the adulterate womb of his picrilefſc 


mother 


LLYOYO = oe edn aewn WET. ww a TS 2 = .o< 


a4 ———@C 


| 


& - © 


— — ———_ 


4 " — —— ——— 4 —————— — — 


Hiſt. XXV {l].  Roderigo and Dominica. 46 


——. 


—  — P——_ 


— 


DA w 
a 


44 


” © A —— S —_—CO— CS — 


WS + 
- ws 
a 
- a 
& 
= 
lr 
nA 
Q. 
oh 
Py 
-n 
5 
py 
=>, 
= 
on 
= 
5 
= 
ee 
Py 
ww 
£ 
= 
—— Li 
= 
Us} 
Py 
h” 
Q. 
Ie 
s 
A. 
< 
£3 
= 
A 
Py 
=y 
© 
oo 
4 
oy 
fo 
my 
I 
7 
Lol 
© 
23 
_ 
a 
h 
Py 
- 
Cs 
uy | 


ſecond, and the Lady Domizica to be hanged for poyſoning her Hutband , wbich news 6 

. tefounds and rattles through all the ſtreets and corners of Gra»ado, that almoft all the 

'} 'p:ople of that Citic flock the next morning to the place of ecx:cmion, to ſec this cruell 
Miltrefle and her blovuds7 Chamber-maid, take their laſt farewell of this World; for the 


Lady 
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" Lady Dominica , ult likewiſe dyc notwithſtanding hcr Mother Cervantelle's tears, and hep 


Husband Andradys jmporcyunat requeſts and paſſionate prayers to her Judges to the contrary, 
And firft Deniſ2 1s cauſed to aſcend the Ladder , (who was a tall and comely young wo 
nan) to whom God was fo mercifullxo her ſou}, that there with many bittcr ſighs and reary, 
ſh: was wonderfull frrowfull for theſe her ewo foul murthers, eſpecially for that of her Poor 
Ifant Babe , whom ſhe had almoft as ſoon diſpatched out , as (he bronghc ito the Worid: She 
carncitly beſought all her auditors and ſpeCtators to pray unto God to torgive her,and to be 
” mercifuil unto her foul;ſh: 2firmed that her Lady Dominicas enticements and Gold fick drey 
her to be accefſary to the poyfoning of her Maſter Roderigo, the which again nc again from 
her hcart arid foul ſhe prayed God to Bo her 3 when entreating all yonng prop! , cipzcþ 
ally all young women , to be more wiſe and religious, and leffe prophane ai bloody minded, 
by her example; and now recommending her ſoul into the hands of cur Saviour and Redes 
mer , ſheis turned over. When immediatly after this our wretched Lady Dominica is likes 
wiſe brought to her cxecution,whom the vanity of her heart , and th» irmpurity and prophangs 
nefſe of her ſoul had purpoſcly dighted in her beft drefs , and richeit Apparci 5 which wass 
urple wrought Vclver Gown and a curious great laced Ruff, with. all things ciſe ttable ro ig 
bur which is lamentable to ſec, and fearfull to confider, thee was as Careleſs of her ſoul , as 
curious of her body z for the Pricfts and Fryers in her Priſon could not abate cr bcat down 
her impiety, bur as there, ſo here on the Ladder, ſhe enters into many deep execrations and cur- 


ſes, as well ageinſt her ſecond Husband Audrada ,as againſt her Chamber-maid Dexiſa, who ſhe - þ 


Gaid was now rather gone to the Devill than to Godzbut no ſpark of grace, nor ſhew of ſorrow, 


nor fign of Repentance could appear in her looks, or be hcard in her ſpceches, for poyſening e . 
of her firſt Husband Roderigo, but with much choller and vchemency ,fhe there uttered many , 
other lewd and laſcivious {pceches, the which grieved her Chriftian Auditors to hear , and 


therefore 1 will not defile my Pen, or offend the Readers religious and chaft hearts with the 
knowledge thercof 3 ſo this miſcrable and wretched Lady was turned over the Ladder » Who 
made her death anſwerablero the foulnefle and enormity of her life, being not ſo happy in her 
death as her bloody Chamber- waid Deniſz, and 1 fear me as cXempt of grace and goodnefſeas 
the Devill could wiſh her. Burt God is the Lord af Juſtice and F athcr of mercy, to whoml 
leave her. . | 

The youth and beauty af this cruell and inbumane Lady Dominics , was pitied of many, bu 
her foul fa& abhorred and deteftcd of all who were preſent at het death 3 may we who re 
her Hiftory , cheriſh her vertues by the fight and knowledge of her vices , and fortific owe ſoul 
with Religion and Picty, as ſhe ruined hers by the negleR and wang thereoſs Amen, 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? 
ecrable Sinne of Murther, 
; 11S TORY XXIX. 


$anAtifiore (por promiſe of marriage) gets Urlina with child, end then afterwards very ingrate« 
fully and treacherouſly rejeBeth her , and marrieth-Bcrtranna. Vrlina being ſenfible of this ber 
diſgrace, diſguiſeth her ſelf ina Friers habit, and with a caſe of Piſtols kyls SanCtifiore as be is wel- 
king in the fields , for the which ſhe is hanged. 


« K IT: isa poor profit, a wretched pleaſure , for the fatisfaftion of choller and revenge, to 
"BY FJ imbruc our hands in the innocent blood of our neer kindred, fith in ſecking xo wound him, 
we more properly k::1 our feclves in ſoule and body ; firiking him ( who is the figurative 
Image of God") we preſumptuouſly ftab at the Majefty of God himſelf, by whom our fouls 
&* » without whom they can never be ſaved. Thercfore if we will nor knew as we are men, 
yet we ought firmely both to know and bclicve as we arc Chriftians , that Revenge and Mare» 
ther are the two prodigious twins of Sathan, the laſt being engendred and propagated of the 
firſt , and both from Hell : For Revenge is not half ſo ſweet in the beginnin 


as bitter inthe . 
end, nor murther by many degrees ſo pleaſing as it proves perr.icious to her 


| | Authors , avthis 57 
enſuing Hiſtory will verifie, and make apparant unto us. "Y 
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Lee your choughts be carried Ferghofe high hils of Europ, he Al; e- , and Appenine, to the 
noble ahd famour City oi N ples, the head and capitall of thar luurift ig kingdom (and from 
whence it receives ard derives its denomination) a City (xcecding rich, pcpolous , and faire, 
a nd grac:d and adorned with more Ncbility and Gentry of both Sexes, ther any other of Tta- 
1) whatſocver. Whzrein of very Jate years (when the Dike of Cſſuna was Viceroy thereof ) 
tf ere dwelt two rich and beautifull young Gentlewomen , the onc named Dona Vrfina Plateds, 

be only D.ughter and Child of 5:ignior Auguſtino Placedo, ard the other Deva Bertranna de 
Troes likewiſe the only child and daughterqot Se zgnior 7 homaſo de Trees, the (14it native of Fe. 
renZolo, iu Pulia, and the ſecond of Materana in Calabria, both of them bcing exceeding rich 
"and w<ll deſcended Geutlemen , who with their Wives and Davehter for the moſt part built 
' up their reſidence in Naples, but eſpecially all the winter time. Now becauſe theſe two young 
entlewom:n(whom h:nceforth we will tearm by their Chriſtian and not by their Surnames ) 
are two of the chicfcft Perſonages which give life to this Hiſtory , therefore 1 hold icnot im- 
-reinent for m2, ſuperficially to give the Reader their different charaGtcrs and delineationg 
Vrſine was paſt the twentieth year of her age, and vertrauna enffing into her eighteenth. Yr. 
fina was tall and {lender , Bertranna ſhort and ſomewhat crook-backed : Vrſine was the faj- 
rer of the two , but Bertranne by far the ſubtiller and wifer, Vrſina»was of a deep Amber 
hair, bt Bertranna of a coale black : and to conclude this point ,Vrſina was affible and curte= 
ous, but Bereraana coy,proudgand malitious. | 

The truth and ord:r of this Hiſtory muſt here inform us, that although theſ- two rich 
young GemtTewomen had divers brave Gallants , who were ſutorsro them tor marriage, yet 
none of them ſo dearly and paſſtonatly loved PYrſina, as the Baron of Saxdifiore of Capua, a ve- 
ry rich young Nobleman ; but far more proper than wiſe, and witha'l tar more la{civions than 
rich , nor didor could Bertranna in her heart and mind affcC& any other but the ſaid Baron : 


neither was it p«flible for her Father De Troes to perſwade or draw her to dcfjre any other 
Nobleman or Gentleman for her Husband then him.” Thus we ſec Santtifiore deeply to love 
Vrſina, and Bertranna him, but not he her; and we ſhall not go far till we likewiſe ſee what ug 
effe&s theſe their different aff:Qions will produce. & 
Whiles Fr(ine is affurcd of SanGifioros lovetoher , Bertranna contrariwiſe by her (clf and - 
her friends makes ic her chiefeſt care and ambirion to perſwade and draw him to forſake Vrſina, o 
and to love and marry her (elf, but ſhe will finde more oppoſition and difficulty therein then j , 
ſhe exp:&s. Tue its, that alchough the Baron of SaxG:ftore do continually frequent Place-y y 
does houſe, and his Daughter Bertraunas company , yet underſtanding and confidering with y 


himſelf, that Bertranna honoured him with her conftant Ilove and affeRtion, he therefore held 
himſclf in a manner bound ſometimes to ſee and vilic her, although indced it was cycry way 
more to content and pleaſe her, than himſelf, where albeit that her policy to her ſelf, and her 
aff -Aion to him, gives him many quips and jerks of his Miſtrzs Vrſina , yet his reputation and 
diſcretion makes him comport his aCtions and ſpeeches ſo equaily towards Bertraxna, that al* 
though he give her lictle cauſe to hope, yet he gives her none to deſpaire of his love and affe- 
Rion to her , in requitall of hers to him, and upon theſe and no other tearms ſtand $ anctifiore 
and Bertranna. But as for /Vrſine, her hopes and heart of Saxctifiores aff:Rion to her , ſailes 
on with a more p'caſing and joyfull gale of wind, for ſhe loving him as deeply as he doth her 
dearly , ſhe accounts her ſelf his, and he hers: as we may the more particularly and perfe&t- 
Iy perceive by tour Love-lerters of theirs, which ſ:cratly and interchangeably paſt between | 
them; the which for the Readers b:cecr fartsfaCtion I et ought good here to inlert and pub- 


liſh, whereot his firſt ro her ſpake thus. : 

SANCTIFORE to URSINA. h 

\He Sweetneſs of thy beauty, and the excellency of thy vertnes have ſo fully taken up my thoughts, 

and ſo firmely ſurpriſed and vanquiſhed my keart, that I am ſo much thine both conqueſt and WJ 
duty, as I know not whether 1 do more affe 9r honour, or more admire or adore thee; W, herefore if 
thou art as courteous as fair, and as lovingto me as I am faithfull to thy ſelf, then retarn wa thy. 
heart as I now give and ſend thee mine, and aſſure thy ſelf that my affeFion is ſo infinite and emitt 
t0 thee, that I love and deſire thee a, 1houfand times mere than mine own life , and will eſteem my 
death both ſweet and happy, if 1hou wilt henceforth live mine by purchaſe, as I am now thine by pro 
miſe, Thy will ſhall be my law, and as there is a God in Heaven, ſo Ulrlina hath not {od fervent a Lo« 

ver , or conſtant a ſervant on Earth as her. | 


> SANCTIFIORE, | 
rſs) 


Os wo I es, —kru— 
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Urſinas Anſwer hereunto was couched in theſe tcarms. 


URSINA tw SANCTIFIORE. _ 


LF thy heart be as full of affettion, as thy Letter is of flattery tome, T ſhould then have as iuft cay e 
thankfully to beleeve that, as now T have to ſuſpef and fear this z For the iniquity of our times 
and the miſery of many former examples do prompt and tell me » that moſt ney tove-more with their | 
tongues , than with their hearts , and that they all know far better how to profeſs than preſerve their | 
affeions and fidelity to their Miſtreſſess As for me 7 ulge with thy ſelf by Curteons an1 loving I | 
am to thee, for if T perfefily knew that thy Letter were the true Ambaſſadour Aand unſigned Eccho | 
of thy heart ; I would both ſay and promiſe thee, that I would love thee , and no but thee 1+Muh | 
ſelf thy wife, when and as ſoon as thou wilt pleaſe to be my Husband , for in life an eath This 
promiſe thee to be more thine then mine own: Reſolve me of this doubt, and free nf ſear, 
then manage this affetion and favour of mine with diſcretion , and requite it with fidelitygo thy 
\ 


uRsIN® B* 4 4 


The Baron of SanJifiores ſccond Letter to her contained this Language, 


SANCTIFIORE to URSINA. 


' A ST ant guilty , ſol am not anſwerable for other mens orimes of infidelity, but do as juitly de- B: 
A teſt and ſcorn , as you uniuſtly fear them in me. That my * affection is pure and ſacred , and ; 
ſhall be violable to thee, be God my Fudge, and my heart and conſcience my witneſſes : Therefore to 1 
reſolve thy doubt , and to free thy fear thereof, T vow by the pureneſſe of thy beauty , and by the dige 
nity of thy vertres , that both my former Letter ana alſo this, arethe true Ambaſſadours and Ecchoes | 
of my heart , and which is more, of my ſoule. Iwill ſhortly kiſs thee f, or thy love to me, then love thee | 
for thy kiſſes, and afeer embrace and thankthe for both, and when I fail of my affeftion and fidelity to | 
thee, may God then fail of his grace and mercy to my ſelfT will make my ſelf thy dear Husband, and 1 
the my ſweet Wife, what thou pleaſeſt to crown and honour me with that ſweet ion, and to raviſh my 
beart with this deſired felicity- 


SANCTIFIORE. 


Urſizas anſwer hereunto was traced in theſe germes. 


_— 
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URSINA to SANCTIFIORE 


R £2: on the purity of thy affeion, and the preſervation and performance of thy conſtancy to 
me, for the which thou haſt invoked God jor Fudge, and thy heart and conſcience as ws »] 
thereof, I new freely acknowledge my ſelf to be thy wife by purchaſe « and thou to be my Husband by 
Promiſe, and do therefore wholly take me from my ſelf, eternally to give my ſelf ts thee, I defire the 
enioy ance of thy company vnd proſence , with as much impatiency as thou longeſt for mine, and thou 
 fhaltfindgthat I will make it my chiefeſt care and ambition 01love thee,and my greateſt glory, to honour 
and obey thee, and let both of us beware of infidelity each to other,for God will aſſuredly puniſh it with 


a 


; Jaſtice, requite it with revenge, andrevenge it with miſery on tbe Delinquents and Offenders. 

; | | 

16 URSINA, tj 
4 . 

By the perufall and conſideration of theſe four precedent Letters, we may plainly perceive, 


what a firme promiſe, and ſecret contraft there was paſt between the Baron of Sanctfiore and 
the Lady Vrſina, and how fervently and ſweetly they had given themſclyes cach to other inthe | 
Qiq 2 promily 
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promiſe and affurance of macriage, ſo not contented to have gotten the Daughters good will, 
he in very honourable faſhion and tcarms likewiſe ſeeks her Father Seignzor Placedoes conſenc 
thercto, whom though for ſome few moneths he found to be averſe and oppoſitto his defireg 
thercin, yet upon Sanctifiores imporcunat intreaties and his Daughter Vrſinas frequent tears,hce 
at laſt conſentcth to this their marriage, only he delayed the conſummation thereof for ſome 
ſecret reaſon?, and conſiderations beſt known to himſelf, the which 1 cannot publiſh, becauſe | 
could never gather or underftand them. Whiles thas the Baron of Sanctifiore remaines in 
Naples, his long ftay , great train, prodigall cxpenſesthere, andthis abſence from Capua where 
his lands and means lay, made him be in ſome diſtrefſc and want of mony , and not knowin 
how to procure it there, thereby to ſupport his fame and reputation with his pretended Father 
in Law, and alſe with his intended Witec his Daughter , ic greatly perplexed and troubled himz 
but at laſt be ſaw himſelf reduced to this extremity, that he was enforced to borrow of one 
Nobleman and Gentleman of his fricnds to pay another ; a courſe which he well ſaw conid not 
long endure and ſubfift, without clamoroully calling his repucation in queſtion : The which 
revent, knowing Seignior Placedo to be a hidebound, and cloſe fiſted old Gentleman, who 
Joved his Gold far better than his God, and that if he offred go borrow any of him , he wold 
abſoltely refuſe and deny to lend it him, and that it was not impoſſible , but rather very pro- 
bable, that hereby the prodigality of the one , and the covetouſneſſe of the other might prove 
a great blot and hindrance to this his marriage, he therefore as a deboſhed and vicious young 
Nobleman; defpairing of the Fathers love, reſolves to make ſure work with the Daughters at- 
fe&tion, who with a thoſand amorous ſpeeches, and Iaſcivious lures, daliances and temprati- 
ons , he ſeeks to draw her to his luftfull deſires, and ſo by uſurping on her chaſtity(which is the 
honour of Ladics and the glory of Gentlewomen)to have carnally knowledge of her before he 
were marri*d to her. Vrſina(who loved her ſweet heart Saxctifrore far dearer than the whole 
world, and yet hex honour and chaſtity a thouſand rimes more deer and precious than her own 
lifke)infinicly grieves and wonders at this his intemperancy and obſccnicy zwhen (as a chaſt & 
vertuous GentIewoman )ſhe wirh ſighs and tears laycs before his eyes and confideration, and 
repreſents to his heart and ſoul , the lewdneffc ofhis defire , the impicty of his requeſt, the 
foulneſſe and odiouſhefle of this faft both to God and man, the Iofle of her reputation and ho- 
nour , both with her Father and with all the world, and chat in the end it would affuredly 
rove the break-neck oftheir marriage,and conſequently the ruine of both their contents and 
7 wie hc as alſo that ſhe is ready to be his Wife , but difſdaineth to prove his Strumper, with 
many other wiſe and godly reaſons tending that way , and therefore utterly refuſceth to blemiſh 
or fhipwcack her chaſtity , by participating with him in the ſhare of this laſcivious and impi- 
© fin of fornication, and indeed it had been Ws pos and glory, very worthy both of 
her (clf,and of her honourable old Father, it ſhe had lived in the purity 5 and continued in 
the piety of this chaſt and vertuous reſolution. | 
Bue this Iaſcivious Baron Sawctiftore ſccing his luſt ſo ftrongly oppoſed by her chaſtity, he is 
ſo far from grace and from God, as he redoubleth his violence and impetuoſity thereof , as al- 
ſo of His lures and prayers, of his art and policy, to enrich himſelf with her Iofſe of that inc- 
ftimablec and irr<coverable Jewell her Virginity ; ſo that day and night ſhe cannot befin quies 
for him, nor he without her 3 but till he follows her as her ghoſt and ſhadow, and with many 
falſe oaths and feigned fighs and tears doth bewitch or rather miuſtralize into her cars and 
hearc, that his deſire of this ſweet pleaſare which he requeſteth from her, proceeds wholly from 
his gender affefion to her, and ſo witha thouſand laſcivious words he makes ſo large and fo 
impious an Apology to her for this his obſcene requeſt, that becauſe modeſty cannot, diſcreti- 
on will not permit me to relate it 3 as well knowing that the cxpreſſion and publiſhing thereof, 
will cvery way prove unprofitable toghe Reader, and no way pleafing bur difpleaſing to God, 
when this weak and inconfiderate Gentlewoman, loving him tar dearer than her own;life, and 
confidently relying on his (worn aff-&ion and fidclity to her, which he ſo paſfionatly, and fo 
*often had reiterated to her, ſhe ſo raſhly and fooliſhly permitted her ſelf to be weighed down, 
overcome and vanquiſhed with the importunacy of his requeſts and oaths, that it was neither 
in her power or will to deny him any thing, no not her ſelf, but as ſhe formerly had given 


him thefull command of her heart, now ſhe likewiſe gives him the free uſe and poſſeſſion of |} 


her body. 
Thus Saxctifiore bereaves and unparadiſeth his Miftris Vrſme of the moſt precious Jewell 
which ever Lady Nature gave her, I mcan her chafticy and honour, bue both of them ſhall 
| ſhortly pay dear for theſe their bittter ſweet pleaſures (or rather fins ) of ſenſuality and forni- 


cation, and ſhall redeem and ranſome them with no lefſe than ſhame and repentance: The 
manner whercof is thus, = 
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After he had thus defloured and taken his ebſcene pleaſure of his young and beautifull Mi- 
ſtre$5,and layed an hour or two complementing with her, he then takes his leave of her, when 
rriumphing more in the conqueſt of her ſhame, and his folly, than in bisown repentance for 
occa{ioning the one and committing the other, he with in a week or two aficragaine makes 
her ſo flexible and tractable to his deſirer, as he three or four times morc familiarly wantoni- 
zzth with her in this laſcivious manner, and fhe with kim, as not contented to (tain and ble- 
mith , but wholly co defile ar d pollute themſclves in this their bcaftly fin of concupiſcence and 
fornication. But here now begins his infamy, and her grief and miſery : For (as a baſe Noble- 
man) he forgetting his Oaths and promiſes to her, and her extraordinary love and aff:&ion to 
him , and which is more , his honcur and himſelf, and his foul, and his God, he ( by degrees } 
now begins to frecz in his affeion to her, viliteth her ſeldome,and then but fiintly and coldly, 
and when {with <quall bluſhes and tears )) ſhe motieneth him to marry her, hz is cither deaf to 
her requeſts, or cl{c anſwereth her ſo impertinently and ambjguouſly , as (with much pertnr- 
bation of mind and afiiiction of heart ) ſhe begins to ſuſpect and doubt with her ſelf, that ſhe 
hath more reaſon to tear ,than cauſe to hope of his future affetion and fidelity towards her. 
Neichee is her fear vain , or her judgement and apprehenfion deceived of him herein : for as 


men love Noſegayes in the morn, and throw them away cre night , ſo this ignoble Noblcman 


Sanctifiore after he had ſurfetred and fatiated his defire of this his intended and contrafted 
Wife Vrſina, he in lefſe than three moneths aſter, is fo ingratefull and treacherous towards her 
a$ in a manner he abandoneth her Fathers houſe, and forſakes her fight and company , leaving 
h-r 1:--thing to comfort her, but her (igher, tears,and repentance , and which is worſe, a grow- 
ing great belly , as the tru: ſeal of ker preſent gricf and ſorrow, and the undoubted pledge 
and preſager of her future ſhame and miſery , which torments and terrifies her heart and ſoul, 
but how to remedy it ſhe knows not. And now (with as much ſpecd as vanity and infidclity) 
away goes Sanctifiore to his other ſecond ſweet heart Bertranna,' whonot for her beauty,bur 
for h:r Fathers great wealth, and his own preſſing wants , he now feems to affeCt and court a 
thouſand more familiarly and tenderly than before, whereot ſhe is infinitely glad and joyfull. 
For having a long time loved hint in her heart and mind , and therefore defiring nothing ſo 
much under H:aven, as to fee him her Husband here on carth , and having to that end her ſe- 
cret eyes and ſpics every where abroad upon his life and actions , ſhe is at Jaſt advertiſed , that 
there is ſome great diſtaſte and diff-rence fallen out between him and the Lady Vrſize , as alſo 
that being far from his hom? he wantceth monics to defray his Port and expences in Naples,ſhe 
beinz of a ſharp witand deep judgement, thinks that the laſt of his defeCts was the cauſe of the 
firſt ,and that peradventure Sanctiftore having attempted to borrow ſome mony of her Father 
Seignior Placedo, and reccived the repulſe, he therefore was fallen out, and become diſpleaſed 
and diſcontented with his Daughter : And although her conceit and judgement miſſed of the 
truch herein, yet the better to eftrange Sanctifiore from Vrſina, ' and conſequently the more 
poweriully and (trongly to unite and cyc him to her ſelf, ſh: well knowing that her own Fa- 
ther De Teres exccedingly loved him , and defired him for his Son in Law , as much as ſhe did 
for her Husband : ſhe therefore as much in love to him, as in diſdain and malice to Vrſine , 
doth under hand deal fo politickly, and yer fo fecretly with her Father to lend San@ifiore 
ſome monies, that he meeting himthe very next day in his houſe , he takes him aſide in his 
ftudy and told him, that in regard of his abſence from Capue, and his long ſtay and great ex- 
pences here in Naples , it was rather likely than impoſſible that he might want ſome monies, 
and therefore he frecly, lent, and then and thore layd him down 500 double Piſtols : adding 
withall, that it he nzcded more, he ſhould have what he plcaſcd, and repay ic him again when 
he plcaſed, and that if he would honour him ſo much as to marry kis Daughter, he would give 
him all th: Lands and wealth he had, 

This great courteſic of de Tores to the Baron of Sax@ifiorehe held was redoubled to himin 
the value, in that he lent it him fo freely and undemanded, as alſo for that it came fo oppor- 
tuncly and fitly to pay his debts , and fatisfie his wants , as after a long and reſpeGtive comple» 
mzut b<tween them, Sanctifiores neceſlity ſo eaſily prevailes with his modeſty , that he moſt 
thankfully takes this Gold of De Tores, and likewiſe gives him more hope than deſpair to 
his motion of Marrying his Daughter the Lady Bertranna 3 wherewith the one reſts well fa- 
tisfied,and the other exceeding well contented, This point of courtclie being thus performed 
between them, Sanctifiores Joy thereof was ſo great, I may ſay fo boundlefie, as he prefentl 
finds out his new Miſtris Bertranxa, and witha frolick countenance and cheerfull' voice, re- 
lates her, how much her Father had obliged him and from point to point what had paſt be- 
eween them, and immediatly after no Icffe doth her Father, the mufick of which news was fo 
pleafing to her mind,and ſo ſweet to her heart and thoughts , that ſhe hexevpon flatters her ſelf 
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with a confident hope that he will thorily marry her, and in this hope doth he (ill feed and cr. 
rertain her, being ſeidom or never from her, but ever and anon both tog:ther billing and 
kiſſing, drowning his j#dgement ſo wholly in her company, and his heart ranging and dieam- 
iog ſo fully on her youth and b:auty, and on her Fathers great wealth and eſtare, that he hath 
not the grace, nonor which is lefſe, the will cr goodnature, once to thiok of his poor deſolate 
and forſaken V/:ſina , of whom in her turn I come now to ſpeak. 

We have formerly underſtood with ſorrow,and our ſorrowſull and unfortunateV/rſina hath 
to her grief too too ſoon ſeen, how unkindely Sanctifiore hath uſed , 2nd how baſely and trea. 
checouſly abuſcd her in the points of her honour, and his infidelity 3 and yer all this notwith. 
ſtandinggher love and aff:Q&ion is fill fo dear and conſtant to him, and her hopes ſo c« nfidenr 
of him, -rbat all this diſcourteſic of his to her, is only butto try her patience, ard that conſide. 
ring what familiarity hath paſt between them, it is impoſſible for him to be ſo' crucll hearted 
towards her, as in the cnd not to marry her. She hath likewiſe acquainted him , chat ſhe is 
with child by him, and when all other reaſons and perſwaſions fail , the hopes this will pre. 
vail to reclaim his efi.Aion to her, and to induce him to take pitty of her , and compaſlion 
of his unborn babe within her. But to reſell and diflipate all rhefe her fAlattcriug and deceir- 
full hopes, and which is worſe,to make her loſe all hopes of this her deſired happineſs and good 
fortune from him, his new eontratzd and inceſſant familiarity between him and the Lad 
Bertranua, is not fo privatly carricd and huſhed up in filence between them, but ſhe hath ſecrer 
and forrowfull notice thereof; which ſo inflames her mind with hot jealouſic , and lik ewiſ: 
afflicts her heart with cold fear and appreheyſton , that ſhz hath fecuced and drawn his : fe. 
Qion from her to himſelf, as alſo thathe will utterly forſake her to marry Bertrazya, thot ſhe 


fully belecvcs that the wind of his diſcourteous abſence from her procceds from this poi of ,, 
the cowpaſs. Wherefore fearing that which ſhe alrcady knows, but far more that wi; (how? 


knows not of this their familiarity between them , all her hopes of SanGifiore arc alu: of » 4. 


niſh:d and baniſhed, and her heart is as it were whol!y depreſſed and weighed down with vit- © 


ter grief and ſorrow thereof, She dares acquaintno body with her diſgrace , much Icf tir 
Father, and her looking on her great belly doth bur infinitely augment her ſorrows ard ir:creiſe 
her aftlitions , in regard that that which ſhould have been the cauſe of her joy and glory , ſhe 
now knows will ſhortly prove the argument of her ſhame and miſerie. A thouſand times a day 
yea | taay truly (ſay as many times as hours, ſhe wiſhzth ſhe had been more chaſte and lefle fair,” 
and not fo calily to have hcarkned to Sandifiores ſugred Oaths and temptations, as to have loſt 
her honour and fortunes in ſeeking to preferve them in her affection to him, ſhe would fain 
draw comfort from all theſe her calamitics,or from any one of th:m,and yet ſhe knows not from 
whom «<x:ept from her SanGifiore, when preſcntly ſhe checks her tolly , and reproves her any 
bicion for tearming him hers, when ſhe belceves ſhe hath far more cauſe to fear than reaſon to 
doubt , that he already is, or ſhortly will be Bertranzas Husband. And yet again, becauſe the 
excefſe of her ſorrows hath more cclipſcd her joycs than her judgement, and more dalled 
and obſcurcd her heart than her underttanding, therefore judging it a Maſter picce of her policy 
it ſh: can (cq 1er andreclaim her Saxctifiore from Bertranuna,and fo retain him to her ſelf in mer- 
riage, (h: tothat end, that ve. y morning ſends for Sebaſtiano her Fathers Coachman (whom ſhe 
knew to be faithful ro her(and taking offa rich Diamond Ring from her finger which SanGi- 
fore well kn:w, (hz bade him find out the Baron of SanGifiore at his lodging, or elſe wherc,to 
cliver that Ring as a token of her Tove to him, and to tell him'that ſhe infinicly deſires him 
to honour her with his preſcnce at her Fathers houſe ſometimes in the forenoon. Scha(tiano ace 
cordingly finds out the Baron,and delivers him his young Miſtris Ring and mcflage , by whom 
he returns this anſwer; Commend me to the Lady YVrſna, and tell her I will be wich ber im- 
mediatly after dinner. Whiles thus our forrowfull Vrfina (betwixt hope and fear, griefand 
conſolation) prepares torcceive him, he arrives to her in his own Coach , and her Fathers ſer- 
vants attending tor him, conduCt him up to her Chamber, where compoling her countenance ro 
aff:Rion, and -yet to ſorrow, ſh: meets him at the door, and condudts him to the Window 
which anſwcreth and looks into the Garden, where he giving her only one flight kiffe , and ſhe 
abſcnting her Fathers ſervants, ſhe burſts forth into tears and fighs. 
She complains of the coldnefs of his afſt&ion, of his long abſence from her , of the violation 


of his Oathes and vowes to her, and of her great belly by him , which ſhe tcls him he may + 


better ſee than ſhe conceal , but eſpecially of his deep promiſe to marry her, praying him to ſct 
down th: time and place when he will perform and conſamate it, and that he would infallibly 
je c his ſhame and infamy, ifhe forgat himſelf, his honour, and conſcience, to forſake ker 
and marry the Lady Bertranaa, whom ſhe affirmss« to him with tears , that ſhe underfſtandvis the 
Miftris of his thoughts and hcart, and the Qneen Regent of his defires and aticfions. Wow 
Lly 
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+ this baſc Baron is ſo cruell hearted to her , as Cpreterring his tury to his aff;&ion, and his paſ 
fion to his compaſſion ) he replycsnot a word to all the former parts and branches of her ſpee- 
ches and complaints, but only to the ewo laſt he gives her this thundring and heart- killing an« 
ſwer : Know Yrſina that I have uſed all lawfull and poſſible mcancs with my Parents to draw 
their conſents that I might marry thee, but it is out of my power cver to obtain it of them,and 
without it I will never marry : as for Bertranna, ſhe is nor fo much thy inferiour in beauty, as 
ſhe is thy ſuperiour in vertues , therefore provide thou for oq fertuncs, and ſo willl for wine, 
when with a look (which ſavoured no way of love, but wholly of contempt and indignation) 
he haſtily throws her her Diamond Ring, and without once kifſingher ,or bidding her farc- 
well, ſiddcnly ruſheth forth her Chamber, wherein he care; her to her {elf and her muſes,and 
ſo tak:s Co:ch and away, vowing to himſelf as he went forth the doores, that he will not be 
Father to a Baltard, nor Husband to a Whore. | 

Here l:t all vertuous Ladics and Gentlewomen, and all true hearted and ecnerous Noblemen 
and Gentlemen judge, if this SanG/fiore did not ſhew himſelf a moſt bafe Nobleman and a cru- 
ell hearted tyrant towards this ſweet and unfortunate Gentlewoman, fith the conſideration of 
her youth and beauty in her ſclf, of her tender love and aff-Qtion to him,of his Oathes and pro» 
miſes to be her Husband, of the lofſe of her honour and fortunes, yea 'ſich the fight of her 
lcan and thin checks wherein the Roſes and Lilies of her former beauty were withered with 
her ſorrows and his infidelitics ,and the fight'and conſideration of her great belly which he 
had given her, together with her birth,ard quality , and the infiniteneſs of her lighs, prayers, 
ſobs, and tears, could draw no tnore reaſon or compaſſion from him towards her. 

And now it is, that at the fight and conſideration of this his barbarows cruclty towards her, 
her very heart and ſoul is wounded and picrced thorow with ſorrow ; and now it is that ſh: 
looks back on her former folly and crrour; and on her preſcnt affliftion and gricf, and on her 
fature ſhame and miſery, and now it is that deeming him loſt to her for ever, and on her ſclfe 
confequently rained without him 3 that her ſorrows and miſcrics are ſo great, fo infinitegthag 
{hz is ready to drown her ſelf in her tears, and moſt willingly deſirous to forlake this life and 
this world toflyc up to Heaven and to God upon the wings of her ſighs and prayers. But alas 
poor ſoul , thou art too unfortunate to be yet ſo happy , becauſe theſe thy afflictions and fore 
rows do asit were but now begin therefore thou muſt prepare and atm thy fclf co ſuff:r them 
with patience, and co end them in leffe paſſiou, and more repentance and piety. 

Alchough this ignoble Baron triumph in this his cruelty towards his former love Yr(n2, and 
ſo ſpecdily poaſt away and acquaint his new one Bertranna therewith; who as much rejoyceth, 
as the other bitterly weeps and laments thereat ; yet (according to order) I muſt again ſpeak 
of our forrowfull Vrſina, who hath other more mournfull parts, and lamentable paſſions to a& 
upon the ſtage of this her Hiſtory, Who having thus received the repulſe and refuſall from 
her treacherous lover San@ifiore, ſhe (within a moneth after )) with a ſorrowfull heart and 
courage, reſolves (as well as ſhe may) to diſpence fora time with her tears, and to provide for 
her reputation ſh: hath as yet acquainted none but Sanfifiore with her diſgrace of her great 
belly, for ncither her Kinsfolks, Friends, N:ighbours, Father, or his ſervants, do as yet know 
itz ſhe is of a weak body and feeble conſtitution, and therefore to conceal this ſcandall from 
her Father, as alſofrom all the world, and to provide for the lying down of her great belly, 
ſh: holds it requiſice to diſcover this great and important ſecret but only to oneand fo to crave 
the aid and alliftance of this confident boſom friend. To which cnd, ſhe thinks none fo fit for 
her purpoſe, and therefor: makes choice of no other , but of old Aunt of hers , who was her 
Mothers Siſter named!DoxaiMellefantagwho being a wiſe & rich Widdow woman,dwelt at Pyt= 
zeole Comzten ſmal miles diſtant from Napls,a place ſo famous for its ſubterranean Grots, Vaults 
and Water-works; when inventing an excuſe to her Father, which was as worthy of her art and 
policy asſh2 was every way unworthy of theſe her croſſes and afflitiong;ſhe tels him rhat it is not 
unknown to him how ſhe hath a long timebecn weak and fickly, that the aire of Naples is nei- 
ther wholeſome for her,nor pleaſing to her,and becauſe ſhe hath often dreamt ſhe ſhall in a little 
time recover her former health in Putzeole, ſhe humbly beſeecheth him that he will ſpeedil 
ſend her thither to live ſome ſmall time there with her Aunt Mellefanta, her Father Seignior 4 
Tores , whole age, contentment, and joy, lived chicfly.in the youth , proſp:rity and health 'of 
this his only child and Daughter, makes her will and defireherein to behis , when not know- 
ing any thing of the diſtaſte that hsd paſt berwecn his Daughter, and the Baron of Saxctifiore 


or of his aff: &ion to the Lady Bertranna, he demanded of her when you are at Putzeole what L 


ſhall become of the Baron of Sanctifiore,to whom(rather from her apronftrings than her heart} 
(h: returns this witty & ſpeedy anſwer,ifSanctifiore love mcghe will then leave Naf les & vitie meg, 
208 
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or it he donot, I wil: not love him; which reply of hers pleaſed her Father fo well that h« 
cauſeth her to fir up her Apparel] and baggage, and within three dayes atter, ( attended cn by 
a Chamber-maid, and a Man of his , ſends her away to Putzeole in his Coach tochis Sifter Mes. 
lifanta, where being arrived ſhe ſpeedily and privatly with this great \.cret cf hergreat belly, 
which ſo much imports her reputation, or diſgrace, and alſo with all rhe ciccumftances there. 
of, and ſo praycs her beſt love and afliltance to her herein, the which ſhe faithfully promileth 
her, adding withall, that becauſe ſhe is of her own blood, ſhe will regard and love her as her 
own Child , teling her that ſh: highly commended her policy , {or thus blinding, the cyes of 
her Father, and for leaving Naples, to come lay down her great belly with her in Pat zesl: - yet 
ſhe conld not chnſt bur blame her for the cauſe thereof in ſoff:ting her ſ(clf ro be thus abuſed 
and betrayed, by ſo baſe a Nobleman as the Baron of SazGifiore, but then againe ſhe excy- 
ſeth that crrour or this her Neece upon the freſhneſſe of her youth , and beauty , and bids her 
fear nothing , but to reſolve to be here cheerfull,couragious, and merry with her. 

Here we ſec our beautifull /rſina ſafe at Putzecle, under the wings and protection of her 
Aunt Melifanta, and far off from the eyes of the known or ſuſpefted rejoycing encmics of her 
diſgrace 3 lodged in a dainty houſe, a delicate ayre, having variety of curicus fweet garments , 
and dainty rancks and groves of Orenge and Lemon-trees to walk in, well attended on, and fa- 
ring moſt deliciouſly; and who therefore would belceve,that ſhe would not now quite abandon 
her former ſorrows and tears, and wholly rcjc& and calt off that baſe Baron of Sartifiore who 
ſo ingratefully had ruined, and ſo treacheronuſly had firſt forſaken and rejefted her; bur here in 
Patzeole we (hall ſee her perform nothiog Ieffe 3 for although the yer hold him to be intangled 
in the lurcs of Bertrannas beauty, and the temptations of b-r Father Je Tores wealth, yer judg- 
ing his hcart and aff:Ctions by her own, and meafuring him by her {It , ſhe ſtill loves him ſo 
dearly that ſhe gevcrthelefl: belceves he cannor hate her ſo dezdly,asto rcjeR and repudiate her 
to marry the ſaid Bertraxa, when the more to fortific her belecf and refolation thereof, ſhe 
very often again reads over his two former Letters which we have heard and ſeen , and therein 
finding , that by his conſcience and ſoul , and by Heaven and by God, he had bound himſelf 
to marry her, and to live and die her faithfall Hugband ; ſhe then belceves that no man, much= 
lefſ: a Nobleman, and leaſt ofall a Chriftian will be fo prophane and impious (* without any 
cauſe or rcaſon)to violate all theſe his great Oathes and promiſcs ſo dceply made, and fo 
religiouſly attcſt unto God, whercfore althoagh this Baron of Sanctifore were abſent from her, 
yet ſeeing him ſtill preſent in her eycs and heart, ſhe therefore (in cor{ideration of the premi- 
ſcs )doth yet continually ſo plead for him againſt her (elf, and tor his atfc&ion and fidelity to 
her againſt her ſuſpirion and difftidence of him, that ſhe yet flatters her ſelf with a conceir that 
in the cnd his conſcience will fo call home his thoughts, and God his conſcience, that he will 
marry her ſclf , and none but her ſelf. Again, conſidering him to be the Father of her unborn 
. Babe, ſhe thinks herſelf a very unkind and unnatural! mother , if ſhe ſbould not love him for 
her Childs ſake as wel as for his own, and that God would neither blefſe her nor her burthen, 
ifſhc ſhould any way ncglc& or omit him ; upon the foundations of which reaſons (truly and 
courtcouſly laid by her , but fo falſely and treacherouſly by him )ſhe chinks ira good way,and 
an exc:Ilent, expedient, for her , to ſeek to reclaim him to her by a Letter, the proof whereof 
ſince his d:fe&ion from her, ſhe had not as yer praftifed or experienced, but as ſh- began to fall 
on this reſolution, her hope and deſpair of Saxctifiore and yet herlove and aff:&ion to him, 
make her m:ct and fall on a donbtfull ſcruple, whether ſhe ſhould write kindly or cholerickly 
to him, bur atlaft her affc&ion co him , declining and exculing his infidelity to her, and her 
love and courtefic giving a favourable conſtruction to his cruelty towards her, ſhe holds it rore 
behovefull for her dz:firc, and his return, to write to him paſſhionatly and cffeEtually , bur nor 
harſhly or ſeverely,and fo to take the ſweet and fair way which ſhe defired , but not the ſharp 
and bitter which he deſerved : when flying to her Cloſet ſhe ( full of grief and tears ) writes 
him chls cnſaing Letter,the which without the knowledge of her Aunt Mellifanta (he ſends hi 
to Naples, by her trulty mc flenger Sebaſt;auo her Bathers Coachman. | 


VRSINA to SANCTIFIORE. 


0 preſerve thine own honour, and prevent mine own diſgrace and ſhane, Thave left Naples to 
ſoiourn here for a time in Putzcole with the Lady Mellitanta mine Aunt , where thy preſence 
will make me as truly joyfull bad bappy, as T feel and know my ſelf infinitly miſerable without it; For 
although of late(but for what cauſe,or reaſon,God ktows,l know not it hath plgaſed thee to _—_ ſe my 
jo 
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. affection and patienee in thy diſcontent; yet in regard I am thy Wife by purchaſe . (t 

Husband by promiſe, whereof the coppies of thy 7. ub ro rhage pL jc few - indy, 
thou madeſt God the Fuage, and thy ſoul and conſcience the witneſſes, I cannst beleeve that th _ art 
ſo irreligious, or that thou beareſt me ſo little Iove , or Jo much malice, to make thy ſelf guilty of ſuch 
foul infidelity to me, and impiety towards God, and 1 appeal to them all i f my tender and untainted 
affection to thee have not every way d. ſerved the contrary at thy hands. Again, as in hoping to mar 
thee' gavethee my heart, ſo in aſſurauce and confidence thercof,thou diſt likewiſe bereave me of "i 
honour , and therefore if the counterpane of that contra} do any way fade or dye in thy memory G 
re't confi dent that the Originall lives ſtill in Heaven, as the pledge and ſeal thereof doh now hy 
unhappy womb here on earth ; miſtake me not my dear SanRifiore, for I write not this out 0 f any mas» 
lice , bnt out of true affetion to thee, to the end that thou mayeſt thereby ſeriouſly conſider, and reli= 
ligiouſly remember with thy felf, what I amtotbee, thou to my ſelf, and what that unfortunate in- 
nocuut unborn babe in my belly is to us both. Aud although I am thy wife before Gd, yet I will now in 
all bumility make my ſelf thy handmatd, and with a world of ſighs and tears throw my ſelf at thy feet 
(and lower if I could )to conjure and beg thee; By my poore beauty which once thou did(t ſo much ads 
mire and adore, by the memory of my loſt virginity , which thou wreſtedi# from me with ſo many ame- 
rous ſighs and tears, by all thy deep oaths , vows and promiſes which thou ſo religiouſly gaveſt me to 
remaine ſtill loving to me , by thine honour which ſhould be dearer to thee than thy life by thy conſcience 
and ſoul which ought tobe far more precious to thee than all the lives and honours of the world, yea fer 
. thy poor infants ſake,and laſtly for Gods ſake, abandon thy unjuſt diſpleaſure and immerited diſcon= 
rent concetved againſt me, and my deer SanQtifiore come away tome to Putzeole, and there make me 
thy Wife in the (ight of his Church and People, as I am already inthat of Heaven and his Angels, 1 
ſay again, come away to me my ſweet Sanftifiore, for thy ſrp bt will delight my heart, and thy preſen 
and company raviſh my ſoul with joy. Tt is impoſſible for Bertranna , either to love or honour the 
the thouſand part ſo dearly as thy Urſfina doth, and tall death rcſolve todo; I will freely forget all 
thy former eſcapes and diſcourteſies towards me 4 and do attribute them more to ber fooliſh va= 
nity , than any way to thy unkiud diſpoſition er inclination, yea T will nt knit my browes when thou 
commeſt to me, but will cheerefully and ioyfully prepare my ſel/e to feaſt thee with ſmiles, and to fſurfeit 
theewith kiſſes : But if contrariwiſe- thou wilt not hearken unto me, or this my Letter , or regard 
theſe my iujt requefts and ſorrows , ner obey and follow God and thy conſcience herein, in ſpeedily re- 
pairing to me to make me thy ioyfull IVife, then what ſhall I do or ſay , but according as I am bound 
in affettion and duty to thee , I will notwithſtanding ſtil! reſolve ts love thee dearly , though thou 
hate me deadly, and to pray for thee though thou curſe me 3 yea I will then leave theeto God, and re- 
ligtouſly beſeech his divine Maieſty , to be a iuſt Fudge between both of us, of my firme affection and 
conſtancy 10 thee,and of thy cruell ingratitude and treachery to me.Live thou as happy,asthy conftand 
Urtina knows that without thee, ſhe ſhell aſſuredly live ſorrowſully and die miſerably, 


URSINA, 


Her Mcſſenger Sabaſtiano arives privatly at Naples and finds out the Baron of Sanctifiore in 
his Chamber by the fire , to whom he gives and delivers this Lettcr , who at firſt (knowing 
from whom it came ) ſtood a pretty whiles muſing and conſulting with himſelf, whether he 
ſhould read or burn it, but at laftbe breaks up the ſeals thereof, and with much adoe affords 
himſclfthe cime and paticnce to peruſe it, which having done, although he no way merited to 
receive ſo ſweet and lovinga letter from Vrſina , ye not bluſhing for ſhame, but lookiug pale 
with cnvy and malice thercat , he darting forth a diſdainfull frown, and tearing the lerter in 
pecces ., throws it into the fire, when turning himſelf haſtily towards Sebaſtiano who ſtood ncer 
kim and ſaw all all that he had done, he in great choler ſpake to.him thus. Tell that 
proud and fooliſh gigglet /rſmne that 1 diſdain her as mach as ſhe writes (he loves me, and that 
as now, ſo cver hercatrer I will return no other anſwer to her and her letters, but contem 
and filence, when to expreſſe his greazer fury, Sebaſtiano was no ſooner forth his Chamber, 
but he very haftily throws faſt the doar after him, and in this furious and cholerick manner 
doth this baſe Sandifiore receive the love and entertain the letter of our ſweet and ſorrowfull 
Frſina. 

NT eheftlens as much grieving as admiring atthe incivill cholcrand rage of SaxJifiore, pre- 
ſcntly leaves Naples , and carries home this poor news and cold comfort tohis young Miſtris 
the Lady Vrſina at Putzeole, the which he faithfully and panCtually delivers ro her , who ex- 


peftcd nothing lefſe but direRly the contrary thereof. She is amazed to underftand this bis 


difdainfull, barbarous, and cruell anſwer, and infinitly perplexed in mind , that he ſhould 


firſt xear then bugn her Letter , and for converting his pen into Sebaſtiances tongue ar his 
PET Nt TORN aniwer 
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anſwer thcreot 3 But above all that word of his giggler kild her very heart with ſortow, to 
think that for all her former conrtefies ſhewed him, he ſhould now at laſt repay her with this 
foule ingrati:ude and ſcandalous aſperſtong at the ſorrowfull thought and conjideration where« 
of, refolving co make her piety exceed his cruelty ſhe could not refrain frora bedewing her ro- 
ſcat cheeks with many pearled tears, nor from evapourating this heavenly cjaculation' from 
the profundity of her heart, and the Centre of her ſoul ; God forgive rhe Baron of Santiifiore, 
and be mercifull to me/rſinaa great and wretched ſinner, had ſhe continued inthis godly 
mind and reſoſution ſhe had done well , but alas (notwithſtanding the wholſome comfort and 
councell of her Aunt Mellefarta) we (hall ſhortly fec her run a contrary courſe and caricre. 

It is a common phraſe and Proverb that misfortune ſ:1dome comes alone , which we ſhall 
now ſee our forrowfull Vrſi22 will verifie by her deep ſighs, and confirme by her bitter tears 
for this diſecurtifiz of SanrGiftore towards her , for ſhe hath ſo deeply nailed is in her mind, 
and riviced it in her heart, that it begins to impaire her kealth and itrength, and conſequenly 
to pervert and alter the conſtitution of her body, ſo that whereas her poor unborn babe had 
lived but one fall moneth within her, ſhe now finds ſo many ſuddain throws, and unacuſtorned 
convulſions , that ſhe is ſpeedily conftrained to betake her ſelf to bed , when calling upon her 
Aunt Melle/anta, and withall poflible haſt fending away for the Midwite, ſhe atter many ſharp 
torments, and bitter cryes and groans(to the great perill and iminent danger of her life ) is de» 
livered of a very pretty little fon, which God ſends into the world dead born : now although « 
\h: want no curious care, comfort and attendance from her Aunt, in this her ſickneſs and cx- 
rremity, yet {h2 weeps bitterly , and pittifully for the abortive birth and untimely death of her 
pcor innocent babe, and infant, and becauſe her Aunt ſees , that this laſt affliction aud ſorrow 
of her Nzecc doth infinitly encreaſe and revive her former, and that ſhe alſo conceives a won- 
derfull fear in her heart, and ſcruple in her conſcience that it is only her -immoderare priefe 
and ſorrow which hath killed her Child, therefore as a diſcreet Matron and wiſe Lady, (to 
. remove this Article out of her Necces belief and memory)tels her plainly and freely , that ſhe 
is extremely deceived in that point and doubt of fear, and that it is nor her ſorrow , but the 
baſe irgraticude and treachery of her falſe Lover Sax@ifiore to her fele which kild her child 
within herzA tart and yet a true ſpcech,which Yr(2 neither will ſo ſoon, nor can ſo cafily for- 
yget;as her Aunt Mellefanta hath ſpoken it, but ſhall I here tearm this to be affeRtion in Vrſina 
towards SanGfirre , or ancedleſl: vanity or ſuperfluous ceremony in her ſelf : For ſhe deſires 
to kifſe her breathlef: innocent babe for his ſake, which ſhe doth, when giving ica thouſand 
kiſſzs,th:n waſhing his face with her tears,and lamenting and gricving that ſhe could not breath 
lif: into it with her fighs, ſhe recommends it again to her Aunt , and ſhe the ſame nightto its 
ſecret and decent buriall, 

Whiles thus Vrſin2 remaines very weak and ſick in her bed, yet ſtill her heart and affeQion 
looks coultantly on Sandifiore as the needle of the compaſie doth to the North , notwithftan= 
all his baſe ingraticude, and cruelty from time to time ſhewed towards her, and becauſc it is a | 
thouſand griets and pittes that ever he ſcts his cyes on her,or ſhe on himgzand as many ſhames for 
hinyfielt to ſeduce and then to betray her, therefore who would any way commend her, for | 
continuing of her love to him , or rather eſpecially who would not infinitciy blime her of | 
folly , and condemn her for want of wit , and judgement, cver any more cithcr to hope or | 
hearken after him: And yet this filly yong Lady is ſo bewitched to him as in the veryJmiddeſt of | 
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her ſickneſs and ſorrows, and contrary to all ſence and reaſon her2 breaks forth a ſparkle and 
flaſh of her policy in her ſelf,and of her affe&ion towards him ; She ncither can , nordaretruſt 
any other but Sc2a/ti2n0 her Coachman, with this great ſecret which ſo much imports her ho- 
nor or difgracc,or with this her meſſags with SaxGifiore from whom (though in vaine ) ſheex« 
pets ſome hcps and content,when cxempting all from her Chamber ſhe cals him to her Beds 
lide, and ſweariag him to fſecrefie,for want of Rrength to write chargeth him preſently to ride 
Poaſt to Naples again to find out the Bzron of Sant: fiore and to tell him from her, tat ſhe her 
ſcIf is excream jick, and not like to liveythat ſhe is delivered ofhis-and her Son who is dead born Y 
and therefore rhat ſh: begs him, that for Gods ſake he will ſpeedily comeover to her , becaufe 
for bis good, and her content , ſhe infinitly delſireth to diſcharge her mind and conſcience to 

him betore ſhego to Heaven 3 So Sehaſt;ano (in difcharge of his duty, and his Ladics command 

ſcems rather to fly than poaſt to Naples, where ariving to Sandifiores holiſe , and finding him 

within; he ſcnds him his name by one of his men, as alſo that he moſt carneftly defires to ſpeak 

a word with his Lordſhip :: but Saxctfiore knowing who it was, and therefore imagining from 
whom he came, bids his man carry Scha(tzano back this anſwer that he will neither ſpeak with 
him , nor ſec him. Sebaftiano is perplexed with this his ſhort and ſharp reply , but becauſe 
his Meſſage is of great importance, asalſo for that he cxcecdingly reſpe&cth and honourth 
his young Lady and Miſtris, he reſolves not to returne to heras afool ; to which cnd, 
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at the footof the (airs he enquires of another of his fervants when he thinks his Lord will go 
forth , who tels him he will take Coach within half gn hour , whercof Sebaitians being cx- 
ceediug glad ,he thinks it beſt to ſtay for him in the ſtreets , where ( with much vigilancy ard 
impatiency ) he attends his comming , fo at Jaſt he ſees him ifſue forth bis gate ; when preſenely 
Sebatiano placeth himſelt berwix: him and his Coach , and'with his hatin his hand , very re- 
ſolucely and orderly delivercth him his miſftris her Meſſage at full , the which Sax@ifiore un« 
derſtanding, he at firſt ſmiles thercat, but then preſently again cntring into Choler, he rounds 
$-baftiano this anſwer in his erre, te]I that {trumpet thy miſtris Vrſina from m2, that 1 wiſh ſhe 
were burycd with her baſtard , aud that they were both with the D:villy and ſo without ſpea- 
king any one word more, in a mighty fume of anger and diſdain he throws himſelf away trom 
Scbaſtiano into his Coach, and ſpeedily hurrics away to bis ſweet heart Bertrauna, from whom 
he is ſeldome or never abſent, to whom he revealcd all that bad paſt in this pafſage, endca- 
youring as much as in him lies to make it to be as well her laughter as his own contewpt and 
ſcorn. 

Now here ere I proceed fariher, I know there is no Chriſtian whatſocver, but that his very 
heart and foulc, will yearn within him, at the reading of theſe cracll , barbarcus and hellifh 
ſpccches of this baſe hearted Nobleman, agaisſt our ſorrowfull and unfortunat. Vrſina, and 
ber poor harmleſs deceaſcd babe, and no lefſe doth Sebaſtian in hearivg and my ſelf in penning 
and relating them : dol tearm him Nobleman ? O It me (\ with refpet and repentance) re- 
yoke thatnoblec title from Santiifiore , and to give him his due, let me tearm him as he is a 
monſtcr of mn, oc if he will, a noble deboſhed vilzin, or whether he will or no, a mcer Tyrant, 
or cle aD.vill in the ſhape of a man, to uſe ſuch ingr: tztull crucltics, and he'lifh ations and 
ſpeeches againſt theſe ewo innocent perſons , who contrariwiſe in the higheſt degree, deſerved 
from him all manner of aff_fion, reſp: R, charity, piety and compaſſion; but let him look to 
himſclt 2s well as he can, yer (God bing as juſt as mercifull  itis not impoſſible for him in 
the cnd to pay dear for theſe his foul infidelicies and crue)rics. 

Return we now to Scha(tiaxo who(by this time) is returned to Putzeole whereof he prefent- 
ly ſcnds up notice to his young Lady and Miſtris /r(;na who (till keeps her bed through diſcon- 
e:nt and fickne(s, but at the news of his arrivall, or rather hoping that he had brought her 
ſome good news from her Sandifiore;ſhe without any regard to her weaknefſe and ficknes ) 
riſcth from her bed by thefire , and calls her Chamber-maid for her night Gown , which ha- 
ving drawn on; ſhe bids her for a while toabſent her ſelf, and to ſend up her Coach-man Se- 
bajtiano to her, and although in his Corrowtfull looks and countenance ſhe may already tacitly 
read a Jarge IcCture of the bad news he brings her from Sanifrore, yet {he cals him to her , and 
bids him ſpcak on 3 but alas he ſpeaketh too ſoon for her, tor (with a faltring and erembling 
voice) he tels her the harſh entertainmant , which Saxdifiore gave to him and his meſlage in 
Naples, and the inhumane and crucll anſwer which he bad him return ro her in Putzeole, withe 
out any way adding or diminiſhing a word thercof ; the which 2s ſoon as ſhe underftood, ſhe 
for the cxtremity of her gricf and ſorrow hangs down her head, and croſling her armes attereth 
this paſſionate ſp:ech : good God is ic poſſible that Santificre will thus abuſe me, or is this 
the favour which 1 mutt expe& of him in requitall of thoſe extraordinary courteſies he trath 
reecived from me 3 when walking up and down her Chamber , ſhe thanks Sebaſtiano, and gi- 
ving him ſome Gold for his pains, bids him to leave her, and to ſend up her Aunt Mallefan- 
te, and her Chamber-maid to bring her to bed 3 who thereupon running up haſtily to hergher 
Aunt chidcs hcr for the little care ſhe had of her own health,bur more ſor her fooliſh tears, and 
in diſcreet ſorrows: Now afrer they had laid herin her bed , and that Vrſina had purpoſly 
ſcat awcy her raaid, ſhe praycs her Aunt to ſhut her Chamber door , and then to fit down by 
her beds {idc for that ſhe had ſome ſecrets of irnportance to reveal unto her; when with a thou- 
and fighs and tcars, bedewing the Roſes and Lillics of her freſh and lovely checks , ſhe ac- 
quaints her from point to point, what had now again paſt between Saxtiificre and her ſelf , in 
this ſecond journey of Sebaſtiano to him at Naples, Her Aunt Mellefanria laughs as much ag 
this folly of her Necce Vrſina, as ſhe her ſelf weeps at her own ſorrows and affliction; and having 
as much wit as the other had weakneſs, ſhe makes bold to call her fot , and fool, ro care for 
him who contemncd and (corned her, and for ſetting that to her heart which he did at the 
heel, yea ſhe advanced furthee in this her paſſionat choler to her and ſaidgfic, fic Neece, ſell yore 
ſorrows to buy more courage and wit,and ſo becauſe that baſe Baron Sandifiore detefts and de- 
fies you, pay him in his own coyn,and do the like to him, a ſharp and bitter ſpcech which Yr- 
(na(amid(i her ſorrows) now conveys to her heart, and it may be we ſhall hereafter ſee her to 
* remember it, when her Aunt Mellefarta hath forgotten it : for poor Soul, ſhe being as ic were 


depreſſcd and weighed downe , with the multicude of Saentiifiores affronts and difgraccs 2 » 
a} - = 
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and of his treacherics and cruclcics to her, ſhe hath wept ſo much as ſhe yet weeps becaufe ſhe 
can weep no more th:rcat ; as ifthe difference of their conſtellations and horoſcopes were ſach, 
that as Saniirfiore was born to hate cr, {o was ſhc notwithſtanding, (as yr) toaffe& and Joy 
him. 
Alas V+(ſina; It is true indeed , that the leaſt of theſs tieicherics , and cruelties of 
$enfifiore to thee, are cauſes enough of all thy tears and forcows ; but yet the confide- 
ration and comparing, of thoſe with theſe , condutts and Jeads me to this dilemma 3 that 
I know not whether he be more to be blamed for commirting the ficlt, or thou for permitr- 
ting the ſ:cond,in regard they are every way more worthy of thy ſcorn than of thy carc,and of 
thy contempt than of thy affliction. His ingratitude, 2n4 crimes to thee I know are many in 
quantity,and very baſe and odious in quality, yea their number is ſo great and their nature ſo 
foul, that their recapitulation cannot be drawn within a ſmaller, nor their repetition contra- 
Red in a lefſcror narrower volume than this 3 he hath betraid his love, violarcd his faith, and 
falfifi:d his Oaths and promiſes to thee, he hath bereaved thee of thy, Virginity, torn and burnt 
thy Letters, diſdaincd to (ce thee , called the giglet and whore 3 thy innocent Babe baftard, and 
which is worſt of all, he hath wiltfully and cholerickly wiſhed both of you to the D:vill ; fo 
judge with thy ſelf /rſina, if all theſe benot fair motives for thee ſtil to love Sanfiifrore, or ra- 
ther if they be not Juſt reaſons and provocations ſor thee now at laſt to hate him, or if thou 
think they be not cnough to work and eſtabliſh this metamorpholis in thee, have bur a lict]: 
patience, and it is not impoſſible for thee to find more to affc& and hniſh ir z for now whiles 
her Aunt Malefants is rating and ratling her for not caſting off her heart and hopes from Sax- 
Gifiore, and Vrſina (in counter-exchange ) chiding her Aune becauſe ſhe cannot cndure that 
ſhe ſhould eternally love him, here falls ouran unexpected accident ( within a moneth after ſhe 
had pretily recovercd her kealch and firength) which we ſhall preſently ſce will work and 
produce ſtrange cff:&s both in her heart and mind as alſo in her affeQions and reſolutions to= 
- wards her SanTifiore , for as yet (privatly co her ſelf ) ſhe many times ſo tearms and Riile 
him. | 
Oa a fair afternoon, when the Sun (that glorious lamp of Heaven ) had in his firry gliftring 
Chariot taken lcave of the South, and was poafting towards the Weſt, to view the Atlantick 
Scas, asthe Lady Mallefanta carried her Neece Vrina forth in hee Coach to take the ayre,and 
to recreate her ſozrowfull ſpirits , in a great walk of Orenge tres, orderly and pleaſntly grow= 
ing upon the bancks of a fine Chriltall brook about a mile from Patzeolc, they afar off{hn the 
Boot of the Coach) cſpied to Horſemen gallopping dircAly towards them , when Vrſina flat- 
tering her ſelfe with hope, and therefore bluſhing for joy , that it was her S aniifiore , who 
was purpoſly comefrom Naples towards Putzcole to ſee her, ſhe thergfore crics out to her 
Coachman Sabaftiano to ſtay the Coach and to attend and expe them z when preſently ſhee 
ſres ker hopes dectived , and her joycs ended as ſoon as began, for the one wasa ſervant of 
Mellefantas who from Putz:ole condutted thither to Vrſine a ſervant of her Father Placeds's 
who came from Naples with a letter from him to her, whereupon the Aunt much "I 
and the Neece far more what this ſuddain buſinefſe might be, they both deſcend the Coach, 
and Vrſina taking, her Fathers Letter from his man, ſhe fteps a little afade from her Aunt Male» 
fanta, and breaking up the ſeal thereof ; (direftly contrary to her cxpcCtation and defires) 


finds theſe liacs therein. 


PLACEDO to URSINA 


Oping that by this time the ſweet ayre of Putzeole hath recovered thy health , my will and order 
there tore to thee now is , that thou ſpeedily returne home to me to Naples (' inthy Coach) by the 
bearer hereof , whom T bave purpoſely ſent to condud thee thither. I beleeve that thy Country abe 
ſence hath loft thee a good fortune here in the Citty » for yeſterday morning the barron of SenEifiore 
wes (in the Auguſtines Church) marryed to Dona Bertranna,Paughter to Scignior de Tores, with 
great ftate and ſolemnity, whom T had well hoped ſhould have been thy H usband, I remember my beſt 
reſpt&s to my Siſter , thy Aunt Mallefanta , ad my beſt prayers to God for thy vertmes and profpri« 


ty, as being thy loving Father 


PLACEDO. 
Vrfine 
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Vrſina hath no ſoon-r read this Letter , but every member of her body trembles for gricf 
and vexation thereat , yea her ſorrows are ſo great, as ſh: cannot ſpeak a word, when being 
ready to fall ro the ground 4 her Aunt Mellefanta Reps to her affiſtance and ſodo the two men, 
but they have all of th:m much ado to ſupport her up , when at laſt wringing her hand, and 
looking up ſtedfaftly ro Heaven, ſhe throwing her Letter to her Aunt to read,utters forth this 
bicter exclamation againſt Sax;fiore; and hath this baſe Nobleman at laſt requited all my love, 
with this monſtrous ingratitade and treachery ! O why do 1 live to ſuffer it? and O where- 
fore ſhould he live for offering it to me ? her Aunt rcads her Letter and indeteftation of Szn- 
aifiores baſene(s , ſhe ads fucll to the flame of her Neeccs choler againſt him, but ſhe needs nor; 
for chis very laſt aCt of his marriage with Bertranna, ſets her all in fire and revenge againſt him; 
yea her heart is abſolutly diverted, and taken away from him, as heretofore the never loved 
him ſo much as now ſz hates him 3 ſhe ſwears to her ſelf, that ſhe will make bim pay dear 
for this his ingratitude and treachery towards her, and limits her revenge with no lefſe than 
hisdearh for fo baſely abuling and decciving her , (hz but now threw away his Letter for ſor- 
row, but now (hz again takes it up for joy, becauſe it calls her home to Naples, where as ſoon 
as (hz arrives, (h: again and again reſolves and vows with h:r (elf thatſhe will marther him 
hzr (cIf, or caufe him to be murchered by ſome others : her Aunt Meliefanta by all ſweet means 
and perſwaſions ſeeks to pacific her diſcontent and fury, and ſo to appeaſe and cool the ragin 
t:mp:ſts of her heart, but ſhe ſpeaks to a deaf woman, who is not capable, cither of counſel], 
con{olation or reaſon, for her malice and revenge againſt Sanctifiore haye ſo fally taken up hee 
h:act and ſoul, and ſo abſolutely farpriſed her thoughts and poſi:fſed her reſolations , that the 
neich2r reſolves nor thinks of any thing elſe, but how and in what manner ſhe may murth=r 

him 3 to which nd ſhe takes Coach for Putzeole,there packs up her baggage, conceals her bloo- 
dy intents and reſolutions towards Sandifiore from her Aunt Mellefanta, thanks her moſt lo- 
vinely ard courtcouſly for all her care of her,and aff:&ion toher, the remembrance whereof 
ſhe affirms ſhe will bear to her Grave, and from thence to Heaven , and ſo within three dayes 
rakes leave ofher, and returns to Naples to her Farher, who receives her with much content 
and joy, andis very glad of the recovery of her health,and yet perceives ſome ſecret diſcon- 
tent lic lurking in the furrows of her brows 3 bur ſhe difſcmblerh it both to him and the world, 
and (o bears her (clf fairly , modeſtly,and temperatly towards him in her ſpeeches and a&ions, 
who all this while is every way ignorant of her diſgracefull great belly, as alfo of the birth and 
buctall of her infant child. She is no ſooner come to Naples, but her deadly malice 'and re- 
venge to Sznuctifiore will give no truce to her thoughts, nor peace to her reſolutions , for her 
heart having conſpired with the Devill, and both of them againſt God co difpatch him to Hea- 
ven; ſo now from che matter ſhe fals tothe manner,and from her conſultation to the praftiſe 


ther:of, She firſt chinks it beſt go get him poiſoned , to which end within 'ten dayes 


after her arrivall ro Naples ſhe ſends for her own Apothecary named eAntouio Romancy , and 
having ſworn himto ſecrecy,profers him two hundred Dackatons to poyſon her mortall enemy 
the Baron of Sanctiftore,but Romancy is too honeſt a man and too religious a Chriſtian to uns 
dertake ity and fo utterly rcfuſcth her, and rejefteth her profer 3 and then and there wich many 


Godly reaſons and pious ſpeeches, endeavoureth to difiwade her from this fowl and bloody 


fat, but he ſpeaks cirher to the wind or toadeaf woman, for ſh2 is reſolute not to retire bar 


to advance in this her cruell and inhu mane defign, only ſhe here again ſtrongly conjures this 


honeſt Apothecary to ſecrecy, the which he ſolemnly promiſeth. 
Vrſina is ſtill implacable in her malice and revenge againſt Sanctiftore, the which revives 


ith more violence, and flames forth with the greater impetuoſiti, when ſhe(by her ſecret ſpies} 
is given to uuderſtand that he triumpheth in her affliftion and ſcandal}, and reputes it bis chief- 


ct content and felicity to have creftcd rhe trophecs of his joy upon the ruins of her honour 


and the demolitions of hcr reputation and fame,gs alſo that ſh: and this her difgrace is now 


becomethe publike laughter and private ſcorn,and glory ofhis proud and ambitious wife Ber- 
tranna ; fo the cannot endure the thought , muchlefſ:digeſt the remembrance and Coafidera- 
| ton hereof, and therefore ſhe ſpeedily reſolves to reduce her malitious contemplation into 
- bloody aftion towards him, and to tric another experiment and concluſion thereof. She in a 


pleaſant morning Comewhat ſooner than accuſtomed,walks alone with her waiting maid in her 


Fathers curious and dainty Gardea but not to pleaſe ber cycs with the delicious fight 


and fragrant ſmell of the great variety, of rare and fair flowers, wherewith it was richly 
adorned and diapredz or to recreat and dclight her ears with che meliflaous dittics and 
—_—_—_ of thoſe ſweet quiriſters of the Air, the Nightingals , Thrufhes , and” Lennors, ' 
who fat chanting of ſome ſweet diviſion in ſome trees of this Garden , and on ſome - 
Ke” | branches 
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branches of theſe trees z or topreſerve her ſclffrom the intemperate hear of the ſcorching San 
- beams; and thercforc cither to paſſe her time either in ſome ſhaddowed walks and Arbours, 


or to fit her ſelf down by ſome curious Chriſtall fountain, with all which delights and raricics 
this her Fathers Garden was delicjouſly inriched and embelliſhed 3 O no, nothing lefſe, for 
ſhe. was reſolute to make her ſelf more miſerable, and not fo happy , becauſe her thoughts were 
wholly bent on blood, and her refolutions ,on the murther of Saudifiore at what price or rate 
ſoever. Having therefore formerly mift of her Apothecary Romancy to poyſon him, ſhe elſe 
knows not any fo fit or proper to diſpatch him as her trufty Coachmen Sebaſtian? who ( as we 
have formerly underſtood ) was both an eye and an car witneſs of this his baſe and ignoble 
cruelty towards her, whercfore ſhe by her waiting maid, ſends for hira into the Garden to her, 
and wi:h many ruthfull looks, aud forrowfull fighs, having firft commended and applauded 
his fidelity rp her, and then ſworn him to ſecrelie to what ſhe ſhould now relate and deliver 
unto him, (he tcls him , that ſhe cannot live except that baſe Lord Saxdifiore dycyand therefore 


ſhe prof:recth him an hundred Spaniſh double Piſtols of Gold, it he will either murther him by 
night in the ſtreets with his Rapier, or Piſtoll him to death abroad in the ficlds , ar his firtt ſee- © 


ing and meeting of him , ro the which ſhe very carneftly praies and requeſts him, Sebaſtiauo 
as amazed at this bloody propoſition and cntreaty of his young Lady /rjine , whom he ever 
held to be more charitable,and not fo cruell hearted to any one of the world, and although he 
be'poor , yet he is ſo honeit, vertuous and religious, as he highly refuſcth to diftain his heart, 
or, dip his hands ja innocent blood for any ſilver or gold whatſocver. So in humble (and yer 
in abſolute ) tcarms , he gives her the denial}, and (with tears in his eycs ) praics her to deliſt 
from this her cruell purpoſe , becauſe he affirms to her, that the end of murther proves moſt 
commonly but the beginning of ſhame, repentance, miſery, and confuſion to. their authors ; fo 
ſhe biccs her lip, and hangs her hcad for ſorrow at this his repulſe and refuſall; and yer is fo 


cautious and wary in her aCtipns, as ſhe makes him again ſwear ſecrecy to her in all things , 


which now doth , or her after may concern this buſineſs, the which he faichfully promiſeth her 
ovided, that her command and his ſervice be every way exempt of the effuſion of innocent 
blood, and che perpctration of murther, to the which he conftantly vowes to her, ic is impoſ- 
fible for him ever to be ſeduced or drawngand (o be takes leave of her and Icaves her ſolitary 
alone in the Garden to her muſes 3 but yet as he was ifſuing forth ſh: again calls him to her,and 
ſtritly charge bim fieft carefully and curiouſly to inform himſelf, and then he her, of San- 
Hiftores moſt frequent haunts, and walks without the City , the which he likewiſe promiſeth 
her to perform. 
Oar malicious and revengfull Yrþzq is not contented to receive the deniall from her Apc« 
thecary Rowancy, and the repulfc from her Coachman Sebaftiano, about rhe finiſhing of this 
deplorablc buſineſſe, but, wichout making any;goed uſe of their honeſt and religious difſwaſi- 


ons of her from it , or without, once looking up 1o God, or thinking of Heaven or H:1l, (hc as * 


afatall member, and prodigious agent of Sathax, is tilt reſolute to proce:d therein ; for he is 
ill ſo ſtrong with ker heart, becauſe her faich and ſoul arc fo weak with God, that ſhe ſees not 
hes ſelf fo often. in her looking Glaſs with delight, as ſhe both ſces , and finds Saxtirfivre in her 
hearg and wind with dcteſtation 3 for hear malice to him hath quite expelled all reafon, and ba» 
- niſbed all eharity and piety in her ſelf , and conſequently now made her memorative and 
capgabee of nothing but of revenge and blood towards him ; which takes up every part , and 
uferps evcry point both of hee time,and of her ſel, and works ſo ſtrange ( 1 may rather truly 
ſay, ſo miſcradle ) a. metamorphoſis in her, as if ſhe were now wholly compoſed of one, or both 
of theſc two impious and diabolicall vices, ſo that every moment ſeems a year , and cvery day 
29g to her, before ſhe hath diſpatched him for Heaven + ſhe now ſees that ſhe cannot (with 

tcry Jemploy any other herein but her ſelf, and therefore day by day calling upon Sebaftians 
toknow of him, where SanGifiores uſuall haugts and walks were out the City , he at laſt ccls 
her that hc is fully aſſured,that moſt mornings and evenings he takes his Coach and ſometimes 


his page, but many tim:s alone, and ſo goes a mile out of the City beyond the Gate which 


looks towards Saint Germgines, and there in a dainty Grove of Olives and Orenge trees (neera 
ſmall River ſide Jhe wich. his book in.his hand , and his Spanicl Dog at his hcels paſſcth an 
houror two alone in his privat contemplation , his Coach being ſometimes out of his fight 
from bim,and ſometimes returns to the City, and ſo comes and fetcheth him back again; which 
report is no ſooner heard and underſtood of Vrfina from her Coachman , but ſhe recciv®h it 
wich much joy , andentertaincs it with infinit content and deleation; ſhe is therefore focru- 
cllio her thonghts , and ſo determinate and bloody in seſolutions, as ſhe will protraft no time 
bue ſhe ſpeedily bethinks her (elf of a helliſh Rratagem. and policy (nolefle ſtrange than crucll) 
which the Dcvill himfclf ſuggeſted, and found out for her , to wreak her inyetcrat malice and 
anfcrnall revenge in mucthering of SanGificre,the manner whereof is thus © She 
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She very ſecretly provides her ſelf of a Frizrs compleat weed,as a ſad rufſer Gown and coule, 
with a Girdlc of a knotty rope, and woodden fandalls, proper to the order of the Bonnes ho- 
mes( which is the reformed one of that of Saint Francis) with a falſe n:gligent old beard, and 
hair for his head ſutable to the ſame, and in one of the pockets of this Frock, ſhe pur a ſmall 
ing box, ſuch as thoſe Friers uſe to carry in City and Country when they crave the cha- 
ritable almes and devotion of well diſpoſed p:ople 3 as alſo anew breviary ( or ſmall Maſs 
book) of the laft edition and form of Rome, bound up in blew Turkic Leather richly guilt, 
bat in the other pocket thereof ſhe puts a couple of ſmall ſhort Piftols which ſhe had ſecretly 
loined out ot her Father P/acede's Armory, and had charged cach of them with a brace of 
Bullets, faſt rammed down,with priming powder in the pane, and all theſe fatall crinckets,ſhe 
(with cquall filence and treachery) packs and tyes up cloſe in the Gown , expeRing the time 
and hour to work this her crucll and lamentable feat on innocent Saziifiore,who little thinks 
or dreams whata bloody Banquet his old love, and now his new cnemy Vrſi1a is preparing 
for him. . | 
- And here I write with grief that;it was the Tuc(day after Palm Sunday, (a eime and weck 
which the blefſcd paſſion of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, makes ſacred and famons , and which all 
cruc Chriſtians in his commemoration ought to keep holy, and not to polute or defile it with 
barbarous and bloody ſacrifices ) when our maſculine monſter, rather our femall fury Vrſina 
being affured by Sebaſtiano that the Baron of Saudifiore was that day about three of the clock 
after dinner gone out alone in his Coach to his aforcſaid uſuall place of walking a mile off the 
City in the fields 3 ſh: infinite glad of this defired occaſion and Jonged for opportunity, bids 


Sebaftiano make ready his Coach, and filently to Icave him withour the Pottera Gate of her + 


Fathers Gzrden , and ſo preſently to come up to her-Chamber to her , the which he as ſoon 
performs; to whom ſhe now (prophanely and treacherouſly fayes) Sebaſtiano, ( by the favor 
and mercy of God ) I have now cxchanged my cruelty into courtche towards the Baron of 
$andifirr:, and do therefore preſently reſolve to give him a merry mecting in the Fields, where- 
at before our departure and return , I know thou wilt rejoyce and laugh heartily at the fight 
hereof ; the which indeed was very welcome and plealing news to Sebaſtiano, to whom the 
then gives this lietlEfardell, and ſo purpoſely leaving her waiting-maid behind her, ſhe cheer- 
fully and ſpecdily follows him to the Coach, whercin bcing ſeatcd and the little fardell like- 
wiſc. within by her, ſhe bids him drive away withall ſpeed to find out Sanctifiore, the which 
(armed with his innocency ) he joyfully doth. Now as they are come within two flight fhots 
of him, Vrſina bids Sebaſtiaxo not to proceed farther, but to drive in the Coach into ſome 
cloſe ſhadowed place ont of the high way, where they might ſee Sanctifiore,butnot (as yet) to 
be cither ſcen or cfpicd of him 3 which —_—y he doth , where. ſhe deſcends her Coach, 
draws off her own apparcll,and fo puts on her falſc Fricrs apparcll, as alſo the hair and beard, 


| having made and prepared all things fit and ready before , and here likewiſe ſhe foldeth up 


the trefſes and tramels of her own hair under it,and hath purpoſely ſhaved away the hair of a 
lictle part of the crown of herhcad, and all this whiles her Coach man Sebaſtiano turns her 
Chamber maid here in the ficlds to make her ready, where he cannor refrain from excceding- 
ly ſmiling and laughing ro ſee what a ſtrange metamorphoſis this now is, that his young Lady 
Vrſiag is here become an old Frier , but fill ſhe hides and conceals her two Piſtols carclully in 
her pocket from him, as alſo her bloody defigns and intents towards Sanctifiore, and whereof 
he was every way as innocent, as ſhe her ſelf and only her (clfis guilty thercof, Now being 
all in a nets ſhe out of her other pocket takes her alms box and holds it in oneof her 
hands, and her howrs (or breviary) in her other, and ſotaking Icave of her Coach-man, and 
(withſa difſembly checrfull countenance )charging him to pray for her good fortune , and ſpce- 
dily eo bring up her Coach to her,as ſoon as ſhe ſees her wave her white Handkircher towards 
himz ſo, as a jolly old Fricr,away this ſhe Devill ſoftly trips toward Sexctifiore, having piety 
In her looks, but prophaneſs and barbarous cruelty in ker heart and intentions, and all the way 


as ſhe goes , Sebaſtiano cannot refrain from laughing to ſec this great change, and alteration in 


his young Lady and miſtris, but direQly belceving that fhe in meriment went a Maying or 
Masking,fuch was bis ignorance that he leaſt thought,or dreamer chat ſhe wem to commit mur« 
ther,or what D:vill was here vailed and ſhrouded under this Friers weed. 


,, So. (with more affurance than fear , and with far more impiety than grace _) ſhe goes on tO 


wards Sanctifiore viho was there alone walking and reading, to whom approaching,and giving- 


tim a du>k or two , ſhe holding up her begging box , and counterfciting] an old Friers voice 


prayes him forthe bleſſed Virgin Mares ſake, and alſo for holy Saint Francis fake to beftow 
* bmcthing on him for their ſociety and order 3which Saxctifiore ( being alone, as having 
 Ent(back his Coach to the Ciry ( reſolving to do, he ſeeing thas fair new breviary. 


I 2 Ie 
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in the Friers hands, nc taitly takes it trom him, and carctal'y viewerh and peruſeth it, which 
being thar which Vrſwma aimed and looked tor, (he for manners fake C bur indeed purpoſely” 
and malicioully) Reps betindhin» , and very ſoftly drawing out one ct her Piſtols out of hep 
Pocket which was alrcady bent z he levels it at the very reins ot bis tack , and ſolcts flye ac 
him, whereot he preſcrily was falling to the ground + when ( the Devill making her nimble 
and d:x-ercas in hcr auulice )) inthe turning of a hand , ſh: whips out the other Piſtoll oat of 
her Pocket, and to niake ſure work with him lixcwiſc diichargeth it in his brett, and to make 
her inveterate malice and revenge to him the more con{picuous and apparant to all the Warld, 
as ncer as ſh: cou'd guefle to his very heart , of which mortall wounds made by her fout bul- 
lets Sanfiifrore fe] immediatly dead to the ground, having neither the power , grace, or hap« 
pinefs co {peak a word; end ſh: pulling off her falle Bzard » diſcovered her fclf ro him as he 
was dying , and ſpurning him moſt diſdainfully and malicicully with her foot gave him this 
cru:11 farwel!, fuch dcaths ſuch villains deſerve, who triumph and glory to betray harmleſs and 
innocent Ladies 3 which having aCtcd and faid, (he waving her hand-kercher tro h:r Coach» 
man, he comes up i© her with her Coach as ſwitt as the wind, who is all amaz=d and in tears 
to bebold this wofull accident and lamentable ſp:Ctacle; for deſcending ſpeedily from his 
Coach, he finds the Baron of Sax@ifiore dead, and his ſoul already fled and aſcended from 
Earth to Hcaven, to whom his Lady Vr(na in a gracelcſs inſulting bravery) ſayes, rejoyce with 
me Sebaftiano,:hat I have now fo bravely and fortunatly revenged my ſclt on this baſe and trea- 
cherou: Baron Saxctifiorez but honelt Sebaſtian, ( being as full of tru: grict, as ſhe was of falſe 
joy) replyesand tcl: h:r, Oh Madam ! whas have you done ? for this js no cauſe, and there- 
fore no time to rejoyce but rather to lament and mourn for this lamentable fa& and crime of 
yours , and not to dif] mb>lc you che truth, as much as you (ln this fatall Friers frock) did me 

your bloody intentions , I have far more reaſon to icar than cauſe to doubt , that your mur- I, 
thering ofthe Baron of $axct:fiore, will prove; the ruine and confuſion of your ſelf, exc pt 
 Godbe graciouſly pleaſed to be niore mercifull ro you, thanyou have been to him ; therefors h 
look trom his danger and r:isfortune ſp:edily to provide for your own ſafety 3 which as ſoon as 
he had (aid, he (in the Friers weeds) ſpeedily takes her np in the Coach, and then drives as q 
way a full gallopto the ſhadowed thicker from whence the came , where the caſts of her Friers tl 
Apparell, Beard, Hair, Box and Book, as alfo the two Piſtols, the which they two wrap up all 
m "7 Gown, and throw it into a deep Ditch or precipice, and fo hc helps her to put on all 
her own A el and attire and then with more haſt than good ſpeed drives —_ amain 
roward Naples 4 and it was adiſpatabic queſtion , whethcr our bloody and execrab wreech 
Vrſiua more rejoyced, or her honcſt Coachman Sebaſftiano lamented and grieved at thitgur 
turiat2 and deplorable fat. I: 

. We have ſeen with what a malicious conrage, and a deſperate and prophancreſoJution, this 
ctuell hearted Gentlewoman Vrſine hath in che habit of a Frier ) murthered this unfortunate 
Baron Sa#ctifiore, and the Reader ſhall not go much farther in this Hiſtory before (if not in the 
ſame moment, yer in the ſame hour) he fee the ſacred Juſtice of God will ſupriſe and bring her 
to condign punifiment for the ſame, as if the laſt (as indecdit is) where co-ingdent and heres 
di-atory co the firft, or as if it were wholy impoſlible for her to rcioyce fo much here on catth 
for that , as God and his Angels do both triumph and glory in Heaven for this. LEN 

Gods Judgements arc as juſt as ſacred; and as miraculous as juſt : ſo that all people ſhould 
rather admire it wich awfull rev:rence, than any way negle& ic with a prophane prefurmp- 
tion. But our wretched V7 fina will not make her ſelt fo happy to be of the firſt, but rarhes 
fo miſcrable to be of this ſecond ranck z forſhe wholly defpiſeth Gods Juſtice , and ſo-abſo- 
lately forgets God himfclf, asſhe neicher. thinks of whar ſhe hath now done, what ſhe now is, 
or whicts is worſt of all what hereafter ſhe may be 3 bur rather (as an inconfiderare an _17rets 
ched Jiphc)laughs in her flzevefor joy , to have thus happily bercaved: Saxctifiore of hislife, 
who fo lately and ſo treachcroufly had bereaved her of her honor and chaſtity. Whiles thes 
forrowſull Sebaſtiano is hurryingaway his joyfull murtherous yorg Miftriffe the Lady Viſine 
in her Coach towards her Father Seignior Placedo's houſe in 5 x86 as thinking to make his 
way the ſhorter and ſecurer) he draye his Coach on a garrow path by the fide of a hill, irf6 
pleaſed Gol(in his ſacred providence ) as of his two Coach horſes, that of the out fide fell ſhear 
over the path, and drew his fellow horſe, the Coach , the Lady Vrfna, and her Coach man 
Sebaſftiano down the hill after him; with which ſuddain terrible fall the Coach was ſhattered 
and torn in pecces;, ſhe brake her right arm (wherewith ſhe had diſcharged theſe two Piſtols) 
and he his left leg, {o that ſh: had the power but not the will, and he the will but nor the 
to ſtep to her pfliltance, only ſhe leaps from the Coach-box to the ground on his right leg,and 
with his Knife cats of the ſtaics and crappings of his horſes , that they in their amgz:d fury 
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might not draw the Coach and themſelves after them; and yer fſach is her impenitency and his 


aff i&tion, as ſhe here was not half ſo much terrified, as he perplex:d and aſtoniſhed at this their 
misfortunat diſaſter ; the which though ſhe ſlcighted, as only ſooking down to her ſelf, yet he 


' deemed and conceived it to be no Iefſe than a blow trom Heaven , as looking up to God, and 


therefore that it was a fatall Omen, portending ſome diſmall calamitics and aftl; tions which 
were immediatly to ſurpriſe and betide them. 

As thus diftrefſ:d Vrſinz , and her lame and forrowfull Coachman Sehaſtiano, fate down 
on the bare ground, rather able to behold, than to know how to help one the other; and they 
both grieving to fac their Coach lye torn on the-ſca {ide and ſhore of the hill , and their two 
Coach- horſes (without hurt or fear )licentiouſly playing their frisks and figarics below in the 
vallics, ncither he nor ſh? knew what courſe to take for their prefent conſolation and ſafety, 
and ſo to prevent the imminency of their danger , but at laſt ſhe taking ſome ten double Piſtols 
of Spaniſh Gold out of her pocket, and giving it him, ſhc again makes him ſwear ſecrecy, ne- 
ver to reveal what he had ſeen her perform to Sandifiore, the which ( with more rcluQtancy 
than willingnefſe ) he doth. Then as it was agreed between them, he by ſome loud crycs and 
holla's ſhould call in ſome contadines ( or Country labourers )) to their aſſiftance, whom 
they ſaw a good diſtance off very bufily working in the vince, the which as he was about to 
do, tb God (in his ſacred providence )fo ordained, that the Baron of SarGifiores Conch came 
ratling above them, where they two fate comfortleſs & ſorrowfull upon the ground; and in the 
Coach was his Page Hieronimo, who therewith was going tofetch home the Baron his Maſter, 
who perſe&ly ſecing and knowing the Lady Vrſine, and her Coachman Sehafiiano, and ſeeing 
her Coach Iyc by her all reverſed, and ſhattered and torn to peeces, grieving at this her diſa- 
ſter, hc for the reſpe he bore her for the Baron his Maſters ſake ,( whom ke knew formerly 
loved her Jakes his Coachman with him, and ſo deſcends down to her afliftance, where being 
mor: fully acquainted,of the breaking of her armc,and her Coachman Sehaſtiano's leg , he very 
humancly and courtcouſly proffers her his Lords Coach, and his beft ſervice to condudt and 
carry them both home to her Father Seignior Placego's houſe in the City, little thinking or 
dreaming”, that ſhe came from ſo cruclly murthering his kind Lord and Maſter Saxctifiore, or 
that his brearhleſſ: body lay now expoſed as a prey to the fowls of the ayre in the fi:1d. 

Sebaſtian» is mach perplexed and grieved, but his Lady Vrſina infinitly more at this unex.- 
p:Ad encounter , and ominous - meeting of Sanctiftore's Page z Coach and Coachman which 
threatn:d her no lefl: than fear, arid this fear no lefle than imminent danger and confuſion , e&C- 
p<cially to her (elf, if not to him, when looking wiftly and ſorrowfully cach on other, they 


know not how to bear themſelves in the unfortunacy of this accident , neither dare ſhe accept, " 


or well kaows how to refuſe this proffered courteſic of the Page Hieronymo. But at Iaſt (de- 
ſpight of her (elf) ſhe isenforced to imbrace this opportunity , when making a vertue of neceſſj- 
ty ſhe (chough much againk her will) is conſtrained , very thankfully to accept , and make uſe 
of chis kindnetle of Hieronymo, who leading the Lady Vrſina by herleft arme , and his Coach- 
man, hers by his right, they ſoftly bring them up the Hill to the Baron their Maſters Coach,and 
ſo convey her home to her Father Seigaior Placedo's houſe in the City , who was then gone 
forth to ſup with the Prince of Saleruo, ( who by the Mothers fide, was his Colcn Germane ) 
where V-rſina (ſetting a good face upon her bad heart )) gives the Page many hearty thanks, 
and the Coachman three D.ckatons for this their courtefic, ſo they take leave of her, and ſpee- 
dily return with their Coach into the fields to fetch home the Baron their Maſter, ro whom 
they reſolve at fall torelate this accident; when Vr{nas fears far exceeding her hopes , and 
knowing upon what ticklih tearms and dangerous points both her ſelf and her lic now ſtood, 
ſhe (inthe abſence of her Father ) ſpecdily reſolves to provide her a ſwift Coach and fo to fly 
from 1N4j/-« to her Aunt Mellefantas houſe in Putzeole, where ſhe promiſcth her ſclt far more 
fafery and Iefſ: danger than here athome with her Father; but contrariwiſe, we ſhall ſce that 
God is now reſolved to deceive both her hopes, and her ſelf herein, to her utter ſhame and con- 
fuſion. 

The Page Hieronymo being ſorrowfull for his Lady Urſina's misfortune,8 yet exceeding glad 
that he had the happinefſz and good fortune to perform her this faire office, and friendly courte- 
fie to her, henow bids his Coachman drive away o'rethe fields to that pl:afant grove tofind 
their Lord and Maſter San&ifiore where being arrived he deſcends his Coach, and with his 
vigilent cyc lookes about cvery where for him , when alaſs hc hath ſcarce gon forty paces 
off, bur (dire&ly contrary to his expeRation) he finds him there dead on the ground, and 
moſtlamcntably all gorcd , and cngrancd in his own ts at the fight whereof he variety | 
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into many bitter rears and out-Crycs, yea he throws away his hat, and tears his hair tor orief 
and ſorrow hereof, and no leſs doth his Coachman. They arc here both of them ſo amazed 
with gricf and aſtoniſhment with ſorrow at this lamentable ſpcCtacle and accident, as they 


(for a quarter of an hours time |) know not what to think or fay hereof, as whether this * 


their Lord and Maſter had here killed himſelf, or were murtiercd and robbed by Thieves, but 


at laſt this ſorrowful Page Hieronymo, will ſtay alone weeping by the breathleſs body of his - 


Lord and Maſter, and ſo ſcad away the Coachman in his Coach ſpcedily to Naples,to acquaint 
thcir Lady Dona Bertranna , and her Father Sezgnior de Tores with this ſad and ſorrowful 
news, whereat ſhe almoſt drowns herſelt in tcars, and he very bitterly laments and forrow- 
eth for it ; ſo (being incapable of any hope, comfort or confolation) they do both of them 
take coach and drive away into the field, where ſhe almoſt murthereth her cyes wich her tears, 
to ſce her dear Lord and Husband lic thus murihered in his blood. They here fre none in 
fi ght of him, neither do they know any body but themſelves that hath feen him 5 fo by 
whom, or how he is killed they cannot as yet either conceive or imagine, when the father 
leaving his daughter towaſh and bedew hcr dead husbands cheeks with her tears, he him- 
ſclf gallops away in his coach to Naples, and brings thence along with him the criminal 
Officers of Juſtice, firft to know and then to be eye-witncfl.s ot this fad and dep'orablc ac- 
cident; at the hearing and et? whereof (in nature and juſtice) they cannot. refrain from 
equally wondering and grieving at it, when (to aCt the part and duty of themſelves) they 
cauſe the Coachman to ſpread higcloak on the ground, then to remove the dead corps from 
his blood, andto lay him thereon, and ſo they: makea Chyrurgion (whom they had pur- 
poſcly brought with them) to unapparrel and ſearch his body tor wounds, who findes and 
ſhews them, that he was ſhot with two pittol bullets in his back, and other wo in his breſt 
Cwhen miſſing likewiſe of his purſe, they all of themdo confidently believe, that undoubted- 
ly he was murthered and robbed by Thieves. The which the berter to diſcover, the Judges 
{end their Szrgeants and Servants, and De Tores likewiſe ſends the Page and his Coachman 
ſcarching and ſcouring albover the adjacent ficlds, to apprehend and bring before them all 
thoſe whom they finde there 3 who arc fo far from mcering of many perſons, as they all of 
them bring in but one poor ragged Boy (of ſome twelve or fourtecn yecrs old) who fome 
two hundred paces off, kept a few Cows (which yiclded mjylk to the City) and him they 
finde fitting within a hedge in a ditch, whom they bring along with them torhe!Judges, where 
he fces this dead body lying on the ground before them, whereat poor filly Boy he ſhakes and 
tremblcs for fear. 


The Judges demand his name of him, who tells them hes called Bartholomeo Spondy, thEy = 


farther enquire of him whet his father is, and where he dwells : who replies, that his father 
is a poor Butcher, named Pedro Spoxdy, and dwellsat Naples in Saint Tobx's Suburb, (which 
the Judges afterwards finde true) then theſe grave Judges perceiving the poor Boy to be baſh- 
fal and timorous, they therefore bid him be of good cheer, and to fear nothing, for the which 
he thanks th-m both with cap and knee. Then they eaquire of him if he ſaw any one to come 
neer and kill the Gentleman, to whom in plain and ruſtick tearms he anfwered them, that from 
the hedge within which he kept his Fathes Cows, he ſaw this Gentleman walk alone by him- 
ſelf at leaſt an hour with a book in his hand reading, and that then he ſaw an old Frier come to 
him, who as he thought begged ſome alms of him,whom he ſaw did ſhoot off two piftols to him, 
and therewith killed him, tor he then, and thereupon preſently ſaw the Gentleman fall to the 
ground : they again demand of him what afterwards became of this Frierz who tells the Judges, 
th.ct a Coach came up inſtantly to him and carried him;away,but wherehe knows nar. T hey ask 
of him why hc had not crycd out againſt the Frier, when he ſaw he had killed this Gentlemanzto 
whom he makes anſwer, that he dared not do it, for fear Icaft he would then likewiſe have killed 
him with his piſtols. The Judges farther demand of him, whether{this were a white, a blackor 
a gray Frier, to whom he anſwers that he was ncither of them, but that he wore a minime,or ſad 


ruſſct gown and hood. Thereupon they thought it fit again to demand of him how many horſes - 


this Coach had, and of what colour they were : to whom he affirms that they were two black 
c >ach horſes: when the Judges to conclude this quere and his cxaminationgthey demand of him 


. what coloured cloak this Coachman wore, who tcls them he wore a red cloak,and as hc thought 


ſome white laces upon it, the which this pregnant poor little Boy Bartholoweo had no ſooner 
pronounced and ſpoken, but SanGifiores Page Hieromymocryes out and relates to the Judges, to 
his Lady Bertranna, and her father Seignior de Tores, wheregjand in what maner and accident he 


ſome two hours fince found the Lady UVrſina,and her Coachman Sebaſtiano, whom he ſeriouſly - 
athrmcd wore a red cloack with white laces, and that her two coach horſes, which they ſaw | 
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placing them in two ſeveral chambers, to the end they ſhould not prattle or tell tales cachto 
other ; where they ſhall finde more leiſure then time, both to remember what they have done, 
and likewiſe to know what hereafter they muſt do; 

Whiles thus all N iples generally reſound and talk of this mournful fa&t, and d: plorable AC» 
cident, and Seignior Placedoparticularly grieves at theſe his daughters unexpected croflcs and 
calamitics, asalſo of rhoſe ot his Cozchman Sebaſtiauo, the which he fears, he can far Mu 
lament then remedy 3 our forrowtul widow Bertrauna (with the aſſiſtance of her father De 
Tores) gives her husband the Baron of Szxdifrore.a folemn and RRatcly burial in the Fucillantes 
Church of Naples, correſpondent to his noble degree and quality, And then within wo days 
after, at her - acncft and paſſionate fol'cication to the Judges, Vrſina and her Coachman Sebaſti- 
ann, arc ſeverally convented betore them, in their chicf Forum (or Tribunal ) of Juſtice, and 
there ſtrongly accuſed by her, and charged to be the authors and aRors of this cruel murther, 
commicted on the perion of Sauftiftore her husband, the which both of them do ftoutly deny 
with much vechemency and cor:-fidence, and when the little Boy Bartholomeo, is face to face cal> 
Icd into the Court, to give in evidence againſt them, he there maintains to the Judges, wat 
he had f rinerly depoſed to th:m in the fields, bur ſays he thinks not that this Lady was thas 
Frycr, nor can he truly fay that this was the Coachman who carricd him, although when his 
cloak was ſhewed him, he could not deny but it was very like it, but Bertranna having now 
ſecretly intimated and made known to the Judgee,all the paſſages that had formerly paſt between 
V/rſina and her husband Sanf:forezas his getting ofher with child,and then(contrary to his pres 
miſc) refuſing to marry her,they do therefore morczthen half believe, that itwasher difcontent * 
which drew her to this choler, her choler co this revenge, and herirevenge to this murther- 
ing of him, as alfo (that in favour of ſome gold) ſhe hai likewiſe ſeduced and drawn her 
Coachman Sebaſtiano to be conſenting and accefſary herein with her: Whereupon the 
n:xt day they will begin with him, and ſo they adjudge him to the Wrack, the torments 
whcrcot he endures with a wonderful fortitude and paricnce, fo that (remembring his oath of 
ſecrefie to his Lady V1fina) he cannot ithereby be drawn to confeſs any thing, but denies all, 
whereof (he having ſecret notice, dothnot a little rejoyce andinſult thereat, now the very next 
enſ1ing morning, Vrſens her ſelf, is likewiſe adjudged and cxpoſed to the wrack, the wrenches 
and rorments whereof, as ſoon as ſhe ſenſibly feels, God proves then fo propitious and merciful 
to her ſou), that her dainty body, and tender limbs cannot poflibly endure or ſuffer it, but 
then and there ſh: to her Judges and Tormentors, confcfierh her fc1t ro be the fole} an- 

,thor and aQ&or of piltolling to death, the Baron of Saudifiore , in the ſame manner and 
forme, as we have alrcady underſtood in all its circumft:nces, but in her heart and foul 
ſh: ſtrongly atfirms to them, that her Coachman Sebaſtiano was not acceflary with her 
herein, upon which apparent and palpable confeſſion of hers , her Judges ( in honour to 
ſacred Juſtice, and for cxpiation of this hee foul crime ) do; pronounce ſcntence- 
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2 ot dcath againlt her, that (hee ſhall the next morning be hanged at the place ut common + 
Execution, notwithſtanding all the power and tears of herFather, and Kinsfolks to the 

contrary. i 

So the is retarned to her Priſon , where her Father ( not being permitted to fee her that 
night) ſends her,two Nuns, and two Friers, to prepare and direQ hcr ſoul for Heaven,whom 
in a little time, through Gods great mercy, and their own pious perſwalſtone, they found to 
be wonderfull kumble, repentant and forrowfull. She privatly ſends word to her Coachman 
Sebaſtiano, that ſhe is thankful! ro him for his reſpeQ and fidelity to her on the Rack, and wills 
him to be aſſured and confident , that ſhe being todyeto morrow, her ſpeech at her death, 
ſhall no way prejudice , but firongly confirm the fatety and preſervation of his life, Thus 
grieving far more at the foulneſs of her crime, than at the infamy and levcrity of her puniih- 
ment, fe ſpends moſt part of the night, and the firſt part of the morning in Godly prayers 
and religious Meditations , and ejaculations , when , although her forrowfu!l old Father 
Seignior Placedo , by his noble Kinſman the Prince of Salerno, made offer to the Viceroy, the | 
Dake of Ofſioza, the free gift of all his Lands to ſave this his Daughters liic, yet the Rirong fo- | 
licitation of the firſt, and the great proffer of the laſt proved vain, and fruitle(?, forthey found | 
it wholly impoflible to obtain it. n 

So about ten of the clock in t orning, our ſorrowfull /:ſina , is ( betwern two Nans ) 
brought to her Execution place ; clad in a black wrought Velvet Gown, a prezn Sattin Per- 
ticoat, a great laced Ruff, her head dreſſed up with Tuffs and Roſes of green Ribbon , with 
ſome artificiall Flowers , all covered over with a white Ciffces Vai', and a pair of plain white 
Gloves on her hands: when aſcending the Ladder, ſhe, to the great confluence of people who 
came thither to ſee her take her laſt farwell of this life, and this world, ( with a mournfull 
countenance, and low voice) delivered them this forrowfull and religious ſpeech. 

Good peoplc, I want words to expreſs the grief of my heart, and the anxi.ty and forrow 
ofy foul, tor ering my hands in the innocent blood and death of the Baron of $axGifi- 
ore, although not to diflemble, but to confeſs the pure truth, he betrayed his promiſe to me of 
Marriage, and me of my honcur and chaſtity without it, whereof I befeech Almighty God, 
that all men (of what degree or quality foever_)may hereafter be warncd by his exzmple,and 
all Ladies and Gentlewomen deterred and terrified by mine. Idolikcwiſe here confeſs to 
Heaven and Erth , to God and his Angels, and to you all who are here preſent , that I alone 
was both the Author and ARar of this toul Murther, and that my Coachman Seba/tiano,is no 
way conſenting or acceflary with me herein 3 and that albeit Ionce promiſed and proffered 
him a hundred double Piſtols of Spaniſh Gold to perform it, yet he honeſtly and religiouſly 
refaſed both rae and it, and ſtrongly and pathetically difſwaded me from ie, whoſe good and 

”=— wholſom Counſel, 1 now wiſh to God (from the depth and cent:rof my foul,) I had then fol« 
lowed , for then | had lived as happy, as now I dye miſerable. And becauſe it is now no 
time, butbootleſs for me either to palliate the truth, or to fiatter with God, or man, 
the worſt of his crime , Ibeing his Miſtreſs , which ( after with wy own hands I had 
committed tha: deplorable fait) was to bring me home from. the fields ro my Fathers 
heuſe, and for allitting mee to caſt the Friers Frock , the falſe Beard and Hair, the 

{ms box , Breviary, and two Piſtols, into the next deep Pit,or precepice thereunto adjoyn- 
ing , were (as yer ) they (till lye; for this my haynous off-nce, (the very remembrance 
whereot is now grievous and odious unto mee) I ak pardon firſt of God, then of my own 
dear Father, and next of the Lady Bertrenna, andif the words and prayers cf a poor dying 
Genlewoman have any power with the living , then I beſeech you all in generall, and every 
one of you in particular, to pray unto God, that he will now forgive my ins in his favour, 
and hereafter fave my {cul in his mercy, the which as ſoon as ſhe had faid , and uttered ſome 
few ſhort prayers to her {elf ,the Coften making the ſign ofthe Croſs) takes leave of all the 
World , when pulling down her Vail, in comly fort, over her eyes and face, and ere&ing her 
hands towards Heaven, ſhe was turned overs Now, as ſome of her ſpe&ators rejoyced at the 
death of ſo cruel! and bloody a female Monſter , fo thegreateſt part of them , in favour of her 
birth , youth and beauty, did with a world of tears , exceedingly lament and pitty her, but 
all of them do highly deteſt and execrate the baſe ingratitude, infidelity and treachery of this 
i2nodte Baron of Sanctifiore towards her, which no doubt was the prime cauſe, and chiefeſt 
motive waich drew her to theſe deplorable and bloody reſolutions. 
As forker honeft Coachman Sebaſftiano , although his own torments on the Rack, and 

now this ſolemn Confellion of his Lady Vrſina at her death had ſufficiently A 
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and vindicated his innocency in this nurcher ot Sanctifivre 3 yer ſuch was his Widdow Bertran« 
nas living aff &ion to her dead Hiusband, and herggadly malice co living Sebaſtian, for think= 
ing bin ow bz-puily, and accefſiry hereunto withhis Lids Vr6xa, that her power and ma» 
lice fo tar prevailed with che integrity of che Judger, for the further diſquiſition of this truth, 
as they now agatn ({-ntence him go the double torments ofthe rack, the which he again likes 
wife endureth with a moſt unparalleld paticnceand conſtancy , without confeſling any, thing, 
the which his Judges wondring to fee, and admiring to.underftand, and having no Calftancian 
pro 6is , or icall aud valable evidences againſt him, they riow' fully abfolve and acquir him of 
this his fiſpcE&cd crime, when being moved in Charity, Jaftice, and conſcience to 'yeeld him 
ſome reward, and fatisfa&ion, for thus infeebling his; body, and impairing of his health by 
theſe his ihirp and bitter torments they therefore adjudge the Plaintiff Widdow Bertranna to 
give him three hundred Dackatons, whereof ſhe cannot poſſibly exempt or excuſe her ſelf. : 
And thus lived and dycd our unkind Baron Saxctifiore, and our crucil hearted young Lady 
V:ſina,and in this manner did the ſacred juſtice of God require the one, and condignly revenge 
and punith the oth:r. Now by reading this their Hiſtory, may GodCof| his beſt favour and mer- 
cy ):cach u$-all , from our heats to hate this Barons lcvity , and from our” ſouls to abhor and 
d-telt this Ladyes. cruelty and impicty. Amen- WR 1 
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' - | Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


De Mora treacherouſly k;Ueth Palura in @ duel with two Piſtols. His Lady Bellinda/ with the aid 
of her Gentleman ſer Ferallo, poy ſoneth ber Husband De Moray and afterward ſhee marrieth , 
aud then murthereth her ſaid Hasb; Ferallo inbis bed , | ſo ſhe is burmt | alive for this ber leff 


murther, and her aſhes thrown into the air for the firſt, 


| the generall depravation of this age, it is no wonder, that many finfull ſouls; 
ported by $=than and their own out-ragious paſſions , to imbrue their guilt 
inn da of their Chriſtian brethren z and it were a great ra 5 ar and fe 


Countrics and Kingdoms of Europ, if they were not ſometimes infected with the contag 
this bloody and crying fin, which with a prefumptuous band ſeems to ftrike at the Mxjeſty of 
. God himſelf, in killing man his creaturc,but becauſe wiſhes availc lictle, and forthat examples 
'are more powerfull and prevalent, and prove the beſt precepts to the living z thercforeT here 
zmanca condition, that by the knowledge and confiderati- 


prodace a lamentable one of fo inks al 
on thercof , we may -know how to deteſt the like,” and to avoid the temptations in one 


ſclves. - | 
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In the famays Kingdom of Portugal! , and'wireman a very little league of Stremes, one ofthe 
ſwecteſt and ireſt Citics thereof, , 3k ( withinthefe few years Mpelc a Noble Gentleman 
of ſome fifty fix years old, named DonfAlonſo De Mora , If/ſucd and deſcended from one of the 
beſt and famoys hoaſes of that Kingdom, as being Nephew to that great and wiſe Dez Chriſto- 
pher de More, of whom the Hiftorics of Spain and Portugal! make fo often, and ſo honourable 
mention : andalthough he were by his Anceſtors and Parents, left very rich in Lands and poſ- 
ſeſſions, yet his ambicion and generoſity carried himto ferve his King, Philip third of $ ain, 
in his wars of Africa and Flanders, wherein he ipent the greateſt part ofhis time, and of 
ſelf, won many renowned Laurels, and Marſhall Tropheecs of honour, and as an excellent Cas 
valier Icfc bchind him many approved marks and teſtimonies of his true valour and m nas 
nimity. Bat (as all men are naturally conſtant in unconſtancy, and ſubje& ghd co-incident to 
mutations, and that the world ſtill delights to pleaſe us with changes, andtofecd our fancics 
and affc&ions with different enterpriſes and remomsr of ore De mora at laſt, calshome his 
thoughts and himſelfe from warr to peace, and now reſolves to ſpend the remainder of his age, 
in as much eaſc and pleaſure as formerly he had done the heart and ſtrength of his youth in tu» 
miults and combuſtions, he now ſces that there is no life nor pleaſure comparable to that of the 
Country, for here the ſweetnefle of the imbalmed air, the delicacy of the perfumed and ena- 
melcd fields , the unparaleld paſtime of hawking and hunting, and the free and uninterrupted 
accefſ= which we have to arts in our ſtudy, and to God in religious prayers and meditations; 
makes it to beno lefle , then cither an earthly Paradiſe, or a Heaven upon Earth. For the ca 
(deſpite of Commanders) abounds with al Kinds of inſolencics, and impietics, the City(de-. 
ſpit: of Magiſtrates)with all ſorts of Vice, Deceit, Covetoufneſs and pride, and the Court 
(deſpitc of good Kings and. Princes 3 too often with varicty of hypocriſie, . perfidiouſnefl: and 
vanity. To his own great manner houſe neer Stremos, therefore is our De Afora retired, with 
a reſolution for ever, there to ere& and build up his refadence, making it his greateſt dclight to 
have Kis hounds and Gray=hounds at his heels, and fce his Hawk on his fiſt. Now the Alarums 
of War no longer take up his thoughtsand time , neither do the Drums and Frum ts, and 
the ratling peals of thunder of Muskets and Canonz, diſtratt his dayes pleaſires,or cut his nights © 
ſurcet {1:eps3 and flumbers in pieces. He is not addiCted to women, but bates them as much as 
they love men he ſpurns at love, and (ina diſdainfull contempt thereof)tearms Vexns Whore, 
and her ſon Cupid a boy, and which is worſe a Baftard: ina word , he profeffſeth himſelf eo be 
as great , and as mortall an enemy to beauty, as beauty is many times to chaſticy, and never 
thinks himſelf happy, but when either he is ont of womens Company , or they not in' his. He 


' is Co far from aff:&ing any marriage, as he pittieth itin others, for ever abjures and de» 


teſts ic in himfelf, ke compares ſingle life to Roſes and Lillyce, and wedlock to bryars and thy= 
ſtlcs , and therefore in the higheſt and fublimeſt degree , ſcorns.to have any wife or Miftris in 
his houſe, to over maſter him. * : 

Bat it is nor for men to preſume to point out their own deſtinics : fith we are but the ſlaves 
of time; as the ſervant of God,and therefore(in this regard) our ations are ſubject to Heav 
not to carth, and to Gods & : ur pag » rather than to our purpoſes z or to preſuppoſe an 
think the contrary, is a preſumption , every way unworthy of a man, but far more of a Chri- 
ſian ſith nature is fubjce to grace, and our earthly paſſions and reſolutions muſt ill ſtoop 
to a ſacred power, and ever ſubmit and proftrate themſelves to a divize providence , and fu« 
p:zrnaturall predominancy , it is therefore folly, not wiſedom and fimplicity nor diſcretion in 
De Mora generally to proclaim hate to women, for that he is the Son of a woman, or to ma« . 
lign and diſdain marriage, in regard he is the fruit and offfpring of- marriage, for thus to vio» 
late and pull down the temples and altars of Love, is obſtinatly to oppoſe nature, and prophanly 
to ſubvert &jaſticucion of God himfelf in Paradiſe, but he ſhall not continue long in the 
clouds ofthis &tror. | 6 ws | 
Fand fivect morning ( as foon as Aurora lept from the watry bed of Thetis and 


is gliſtring beams began to ſalute and guild the /' of the higheft Woods and Mountains) De 


j 4frz attended by half a dozen of his domeſtique ſervants, goes into the ficlds to Hawk and 


hunt , where having killed one hare,and ſet up another, all his ſervants left him alone, and with 


| the hounds purſuc the hare, who tripping through the Jauncs and thickets , the hils and val- 


 leyes, at laſt leads them ſuch a dance, that in Iefſe than an hour, his Servants and his Dogs were 
_ Falitle kagu: outof his fight , whereat being cxcecdingly offended and a 
| more, for that he was left all alane, he not knowing how to paſſe or delude away thetedioul- 
F nefle of the time, (ate himſelf downupon the fide of a fair bill, at the foot of a pleaſant grove - 


ngry , and far the 
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his hounds, and his Hawk, and that this three hcurs he? agthere left alone, and had no news 
<5 of 


—— 


Hi. RNX; De Mora, Ferallo, and Bellinaa. 469 7 


of them , they together make many walks, rarnts and returnes. When De Mora, Iced by 
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_ twixt his declining age, and hee fagranc and flouriſhing youth 3 nor what an unequal dit- 


che luſtre of B-{lindas lovely attraQive, and roNing eye, he ever and anon proffercth to lead 
and condut her by the arm, the which Cxrſoro modeſtly; and reſpe&fully excuſeth, as hoJd- 
ing it too great an honour for De Mora to give, and his daughter to receive : here ('rſoro 
profereth De Mora to lend him his coach to car y him home to his houſe, but De Mera free- 
Iy and chankfully refuſerh ir, and in counterexchange of this courtelie , proffereth Curſo! s 
and his daughter ro accompany and condu@t them to their cod.h, the which undeſerved 
kindneſe, Curſoro modellly refuſerh of him. Thus (in point of honour and courteſie) they 
along time ſtand ſtriving and complementing, cill at laſt De Mora hearing the cry of his 
hounds, his importunity vanquiſheth Cyrſoro's modeſty, and fo, will or nill, he conduQs 
him co his coach , and likewite Icads his daughter Bellind.: by the arm and hand, and by 
the way doth ar leaſt uſurp, and fieal many amorous kifſes from the cherries of. her ſweer 


lips, and damask Rofcs ot her pure and delicate cheeks, whereat ſhe is more admigcd then . 


pleaſed. As they are thus goihg towards Curſoro's coach; De M.re's hounds and ſervants 
arive all ſweating and blowing, who (in redemption and requitall of theic long Ray) do 
preſent theic Lord and Maſter with a brace of hares, and a wilde white fawn which they had 
519, whereof he being exceeding glad, he very joyfully beſtows the hares on Curſoro, and 
the white fawn on his fair daughter Bellinda, who from thenceforth, he ſwears (l.all be his 
miſtreſe, and his love; Curſoro is too modeſt, and his daughrer too baſhfull to accept herevf, 
ſo they a long time retule thele his preſents, with many d:latrory and complementall 
excales. | 


But at Jaſt De Mora findes ont a means and medium to reconcile this d:fference,according to 
his own will and deire; for he percrptorily ſwears to Curſoro, and his daughter Bellindd; 
that they ſhall receive theſe poor preſents from him, and that in requiral hereof, he will to 
morrow com: over to his houſe, and eat his part of them to dinner with them ; upon which 
condition and termes, Cr/oro thankfully receives the hares , aud likewiſe canſeth his daugh- 
ter Be!linda to do the lame by the fawn, the which (with a very low and obſervant courtelie) 
ſhe doth : ſo he conduQs them on to their coach, and by the way wrings her by the lilly white 
hand, plaics with the looſe trc([es of her ſweet hair, het bluſhing cheekr,dimpled chin, downy 
paps, and Alabaſter neck, when taking leave of Curſors, and a ſolemn conge of his daugh- 
rer Bellinda, which he again ſeals and confirmes with many new kiſſes, they 


take coach and away, and De Mora with his ſervants and honnds returacs home-to his 
houſe. Fleas 


Thus in alittle time we fee an extraordinary alteration, yea a wonderful change and meta- 
morphoks in De Afora , but whether more ſtrange or ſudden I know nor, for in the morning 
he went forth a free-man, and now before night, comes home a {lave, and a captive, Hereto- 


forc he fpurned art love, and difdained beauty, and now the very firſt ſight of our fair Bellin- | 


da ſets tirc to his blood,and flames to his heart: fo that his old blood is p.ſfionately and amo- 
rouſly inflamed with this new beauty, formerly he (in deriſfton) termed Cxpid a little boy, 
now he holds bim to be a great God; then he called Yexirs a Whore, but now he-recants 
that Atheiſm, and repents himſelf of chatblaſphewy, vomited forth againſt her diety ;'and 
texrmes her a celeſtial and facred Goddeſs ; yea now in his heart and thoughts , he erefts al- 
cars to the ficſt, and confecrates all his yows to the ſecond, The ſmal and firait waſte of his 
honour-d Bellindz, together with her ſparkling cycs, and ſweer cheeks and blaſhes, do 
ameze his mind, at wonders in his heart, and cafls his thoughts into & confuſion of mary 
amorous raptures and extaſies, yea the con{ideration of her ſwecr youth , and, the remem- 
brance of her freſh and delicate beauty, do (in bis conceit ) ſeem to make his age young, atid 
to give the ze to thoſe infinite number of white hairs, which time had ſnowed on his head, 
and ſhowred on his beard. He a thouſand times repents himſelf of his ſormtrirror atd 
crime in living ſo Tong lingle, and is now affured and confident, that there is 'ho earthly 
pleafu'e, or keavenly delighe , comparable to the hearr-raviſhing kiſſes and embraces of his 
ſweet Bellinds : he is ready tolay down all his lands, and life at the feet of her commands 
and ſervice, and eſteems both of them roo poor, for the purchaling of ſo ineſtimable a jewel ; 
whom (in his dcterminations and reſolucions) he hath already adopted the Queen, of his 
heart, and confirmed and crowned the Soveraign Empreſs of his ſoul, and the tacred God- 
deſs of his deſires and aff:Qions, . He thinks not of the great diſparity and Antichelis be- 
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| ferences and diſproportion there is be bis fifty and fix, and her ewenty years, ' He will fe 
not conſider what a poor Sympathy and palpable Antipathy there is between ſuch a 7 annary rl 
and ſuch a May, but diſdains to center into confideration with himſelf, that he is every wa . 
- fitter for his grave, than for her bed, and for death, than marriage; yea heflatters himſelf . 
(o far in his affeftion to her, as he hopes he ſhall be the joyfull Father of many pretty Chil- 
dren by her , fo that he is ſo deeply cxamoured with the ſweet youth of our f| 
Bellinda , and his heart ſo faft chained and entangled in the trefſes of her hair, and the | 
lures of her alluring beauty, that he upon his firſt ſight of her , inceſſantly thinks of her J 
by day, dreanis of her by night, and neither thinks nor dreams of any think but of her, and | © 
of his love to her : ſo now he advanceth and raifeth the ſtandards of Venus and Cypid, as high G 
as ever he formerly dcejeftcd them, and delights in nothing more, yea I may truly ſay, in no+ Þ | 
thing elſe, bur in feaſting his cyecs, and ſurfciting his heart upon the heavenly Idea of her An» 


clical face and feature, he thinks ſo much of love, as if he were now wiolly compoſed of m 
fove, and therefore purpoſely made to love Bellinda , and none but her. His hawkcs and 


hounds arc now as far out of his mind, 28 he is out of himſelf, and no other delight or recrea- . 
my "We 187" | " 
tion whatſocyecr can take up any place in his heart or — » becauſe love bath alrcady ; 
tancupall. He revokes ro mind how Macareus was transformed into a Bird , for ſpeaking *h 
againſt Venus, and that it is not his caſe alone to be ſo dceply plunged and tormented in 
love. bur that the. greateſt Captains, Philoſophers, and Kings ot the world, (and as Poets F 
affirm, the Gods themſelves have becn ſubje&t;d, and vanquiſhed with this paſlion , p 
and fo conltraincd them to make it their chiefeſt delight and glory to adorn the iem- F 
ples and alcars of Cupid, with the oblations of their lighes, and the ſacrifices of their . 
rears. ; 
Thus our De Mora being (at the firſt wholly enflamed- with love towards his fair and 


beautifull intended Miſtriſs Belliada, he to ſeem farre younger than he is, he is ſo vain in his 
 aff:&ion, as (contrary to his cuſtom ) he ſhaves his beard, dclighrs himſelf in an aſh colour 
ſatin fuic and cloak, wich a whitc Beaver hat, and a harband of Diamonds, a rich plain cur- 
work band, anda pair of green filk ftockings, with garters and roſes lac:d with filver, ſurable 
thereunto , and ſoco garment his promiſe to Carſoro, takes coach the next morning, and rides 
over tohim, but not ſo much” as taſte of his good cheer, as to feaft his cnamoured cycs on 
the delicious rarities and daintics of his daughter Bellinda*s beauty, where he finds his cnter- 
rainment and good cheer, at lcaft to equalize, if not to exceed his birth, rank, and expeRaci - 
on 3 bur this is not the end, and obje& of his viſit, nor the ſum and period of his deſires 
dinner being ended , he acquaints Curſors with his affcQion to his daughtcr Bellinda, and his 
ſuit to ſeck and obtain her fo his wife. Curſoro wonders that ſo great a Lord ſhould deſcend - 
ſo low from himſelt ro ſeck ſo mean a young Gentlewomrn as his daughter in marriage. But 
finding De ora to be in earneſt, and not in jeft, and underftanding that his age was deeply 
and paſſionately cnamourcd of her youth and beauty, he therefore thanks him for that unde- ; 
ſcrved honour of his, promiſeth him his beſt aſſiſtance towards his daughter, and gives him | 
no deſpair, butall hope and affurance, that he (hall ſhortly obtain and enjoy her for his wife. 
De Mora having thus won the affcQion and confent of the Father, he now fecks that of the | 
daughter , he takes her apart in his parlour, where, of an old man, he playes the young ora- | 
tour and lover, and in ſweet tearms, and ſugercd phraſes and ſpeeches ſecks to gain her for 
his wife, but Bel:»ds more conſidering De Mora his age , than the greatnefſc of his Nobility | 
or ckate, (he bices the lip, and hangs'the head at this his motion, yea, and ſcems to be as averſc, | 
as he was forward in this his reſcarch, and purſuit. Her father layes his commands on her to 
embrace this match and no other, he conjures her now to confirm, and not to caft away her 
yup fortuncs in marrying this great Nobleman, and vows that he will for ever renounce he 
or his daughter, if ſh: difobey him herein , fo he condufts her into the arbour of his 
gar den, and there freely and courceouſly again gives D: More the opportunity and he- 
nefic to ſpeak wich her, and the defired happineſs co kiſs her , but Bellinde is as mych 
zrplexcd in mind, as they arc obſtinate in their motion towards her , when (com 
ot her countenance , rather to ſorrow than joy, and to mourning than micth) ſhe 
makes a modeſt excuſe to her father, gives no abſolute or peremptory deniall ro De 
More, but fairely and diſcreetly craves of both of them a moneths time of reſpite to 
reſolve on this great buſineſs, which ſhe faith » ſo much imports her happineſs or her 
miſery, her content or her afflitien, which anſwer and requeſt of her, both her father 
and De Mvre finding fo full of diſcretion and reaſon, they ſeverally grant, and joynt- 
ly conſent to give her, but in all this interim, ſuch was De Mora's dcar and tender. at- 
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fe&ion to Bellinda, thar he viſits her many times in perſon, and very often with his rich gifts 
and preſents, as holdingir no irregular way, but a pertinent and prevalent courſe, firſt to 
make a breachin a young Ladics mind and aff:&ion, and then to enter and take poſſ:fion, 
both of her body and of her {:1f. 
Bar beforc I proceed further in the narration and progreſs of this biſtory, I muſt here vnlock 
and reveal a ſecret myſteric to the Reader of no ſmall conſequence and importance for he 
malt underſtand, that our Bellixdz is not fo chaſte as fair, nor ſo honeſt az her education, 
youth and v2:auty prcſuppoſe and promiſe her to be, for her mother being dead, and her {a- 
cher giving her roo much liberty, and too little vertnous counſcll ard exhorration 5 ſhe for 
two whole years hath been in love with a poor , yet with a very proper and reſolute young 
Gentleman, of ſome ewenty five years of age, being *a neighbour of her fathers, named Do»: 
Fernando Palura, who being deeply enamoured of her, had lain fo cloſe, fo conſtant and £6 
ſtrong a li:ge to her chaſtity, as (not to conceal the truth ) firſt unknown to her father, then to 
De Mora, andnext to all the world, hehad unparadifcd her oi her thaifen head, and under 
colour and hope of marriage, had very often tane his Iuftful uſe and pleaſure of her body 
but his means being very (mall, and her belly not growing great , ſh: waz not yer fully reſol- 
ved, bat therefor. (till delayed to murry him; truc it is, that her father Curſoro was former- 
ly acquainted wich Palure's aft.Ction and delice to marry his daughter, bit as heretof ve his 
pOVye:t mad» him reject him tor his fon in law, fo now the conſideration of De Mora's great. 
wealth-and nob:Hry, makes bim fully to diſdain hira, and commands his daughterlikewiſe to 
do th: fame. But (hz not conhidering the premiſes, and loving Paluya's youth, as:much as 
ite hated De Mra's age, (he was neverthelcfſe ſo inconftant by nature, and ſo proud and am- 
bigious by {x as ſh: could tind in her heart and reſolution, rather to be a rich i.ady, than a 
poor G:mlcwoman, and fo to leave Palarg to eſpouſe, and marry De More : but firft her 
crim2 and her coaicience makes her ſend for Palura, and ſcriouſly ro confider and debate 
hercon with him, which they do, fo Palura perceiving by Bellindas looks, and obſerving by 
her ſp:ccacs that De Mora's wealth was far more powerful with her, than his poverty ; and 
that (hz norwichftanding (till aimed G keep him for her husband, and himſelf fot her fricnd, 
he ac laſt teis her, chat he will conſent and content himſelf that fhz ſhall marry Don Alonſo de 
Mora, conditionally that (hz will firſt faithfully promiſe him, to grant and p:rtorm him thrce 
rcqietts, and articie?, $6 {hz bids him propot: them to her, the which he doth to this cf- 
f:& Firſt, thac be ial fill have the uſe and pleaſure of her body, as heretofore, and as often 
as he picaicih: S:condly, that from time to time ſh: ſhall beftow ſome competency 
of De 44ra*s wealth on him, to ſupport his weak eſtate and poverty ; and thirdly, 
tharit De Mora dye before him, that wichin three moneths after his death, ſh: ſhall then 
marry hi:n- | 
Which three unjuſt demands, and ungodlyconditions of Palura's, his Cweet-heart Bellin- 
da (birwixt ighs and ſmiles) immecdiatcly grants him, yea, ſh: ſeals chem with many oaths, 
and confirms with a world ot kiffes, and to adde the more picty (1 may truly ſay, the more pro- 
phannefs) to this their contra and attornment, they fall ro the: ground on their knees, and 
19v0King God and his Angels for witneſſes hereof, they with their hands and kifſ:s, again ra- 
tific and confirm it : but poor finfull fouls, how doth Satan abuſe you, and your intemperate 
and {aſcivious lutts betray you? for God will not be mocxcd, and his holy Angels 
cannot be dclud-d by thifſe your blaſphemics and impicties, for you ſhall in the cnd 
{ce with grief, and fecle with repentance, that this viſcious Icague, * and ob- 
fc 12 contraft of yours,will prod ice you nothing bur ſhim:,miſcry,and confulton of all fides. 
By this time is Bellind,z”s moncch expired, which the gave her Father and De Mors for her 
reſolution of marriage ; and now do they both of them repair to her, ro underſtand and re- 
ccive it, when her pride and ambirion, having far more prepared and difpoſed her tongue, 
than her aff Aion, ſh: (as if ſhe were a pure Virgin, yea, a Diaxa for chaſtity) making a low 
reverenceto h:r Father, and a great reſpe&ful courtelic to De Mora, delivers her reſolution to 
them in theſc terms : that in humblz obedience ro her Father, and true affection and zeal to 
Dn Alonſo de Mora,God hath now fo diſpoſed her heart and mind, that ſh2 is refolved to waic 
on his commands, and to bz: his hand maid and wife, whenſoever he ſhall pleaſe ro make him- 
ſelf her Lord and hu:band, This anſwer of Belinda is ſo pleating to her Father, and fo fweer 
and delicious ro De Mira, that in acceptation of her love, and rcquizall of her conſent, hegives 
hee many kiſſes, and then elaps a great chain of pearl, enterlaced with ſparks of Di- 
amonds, about her neck, and an excecding rich Diamond ring on her finger, andi'fo 
moſt ſolemaly. contrats himſelf ro her, and within cight daycs after, in great pompe, 
fate and bravery marries her, whz:rcat his kinsfo)ks and friznds, and all che N x 
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and Gentry of cheſe parts do very much admire and wondc: y, ome condemning his folly, 
in marrying ſo poor and young a Gentlewoman, others praiſing and applauding her good 
fortune, in matching with ſo great and rich a Noble-man. 

Here we ſee the mariage of De More and Bellinda, but we ſhall not go far before we ſee what 
ſharp and bitter ſweet fruits it producethz for here truth gives a law to my will, and ſo com. 
mands me to relate and diſcover, that he is too old for her youth, and fhe too young for his 
age, yea here I muſt crave excuſe of modeſty to affirm, that ſhe is fo immodcft, asſhe finds him 
not to b: ſo bold, and brave a Cavalier as ſhe expeQed, in regard his beft performance to her, 


conſiſts only in defire. Thus being in bed together, whiles he turns to his reſt, fo doth ſhe to 


her repentance, but ſhe knows how torepair and remedy this her misfortunc, for whiles her 
husband De More only kifſ:th. her, ſhe in her licart and mind, kifſcth and cmbraceth her young 
and ſweet Palura, who many times comes over in ſhew to viſit her husband, but incff& to ſee 
her, and as formerly, ſonow he laſcivioully diſports and wantonizeth with her, and (in a 
word) very often performs and aQts that part of love to her, which her old husband cannot. 
Now within lets than two moncths of their marriage, De Mora ſecing that he is not capable to 
deſcrve, much lefs to requite thedaintics of ' his wives youth and beauty, and obſerving alſo, 
that by degrees (he begins co difreſpeEt and icight him, and yet ſhe is very pleaſing, and plca- 
ſant to all Gentlemen who abrood and frequent his houſe, as firſt he doted on her, now he 
grows jcalous of her, and ſo far forgets his diſcretion and himſelf,that he curſerh all choſe who 
(inright of the laws of hoſpitality, civility and honour) comes to kiſs her, but more eſpecial- 
ly Palura, who he ces is ſo often at his houſe, and fo frequently converſing with his young La- 
dy, as atlaſt his ſuſpition makes kirm jealous, and his jcaloufte confident, that, with too much 
liberty and diſhonefty, he uſurps upon his free-hold, and diſhonourcth him in diſhonouring 
his bed, and d:filing his wifc, the which to diſcover,he beg.usto reſtrain her of her liberty, fo 
that ſhe ſecs, and grieves to ſee her (c]tto be in a manner as much her husbands prifoner, as his 
wife, yca he ſcts many cycs over her, as (o many ſentinels to watch her and her ations, and 
for him(clf, his jcalouftc gives him more cyes, than ever Argxs had, to cſpy out what familia« 
rity paſtbewwycen her and her ſweetheart Palura. Bellinda takes this diſcourteſie and hard 
meaſure of her husband in very ill part at his hands, yea {he bites che lip thercar, and though 
outwardly ſhe ſcem to grieve and ſorrow, yet inwardly fhe vows to requite and revenge it 3 he 


+38 ſo jealouz of her, and fo fearful that ſhe playes falſe play with him, that as ſoon as ever Palurz 


comes to his houſe, he carrics his cye and earcycry where, to fee if he can eſpy and hearken 
out, his, and his wives love-tricks together, yea hc is ſo curious in this queſt, and fo vigilane 
and turbulent in this his reſearch and diſputation, as if he delighted to know that, whereof it 
were his happincſsto be ignorant, or as it he had an itching defice to make his glory prove his 
ſhame, and his content his afflition and miſery. But as milde and ſweet perſwaſion is ever- 
more capable and powerful to prevail with women than conftraint, fo our fair Bellizda is ſo 
diftaſt:d with the Lunacy, and with the phrenzy and madneſs of this her husbands jcaloufic, 
that ſhe no ſooner ſees her Palurs arive In her fight and preſence, but (deſpight of his ſuſpition 
and fcar)ſhe is ſo obſcene in her luſt, and ſo laſcivious in her affc&ion towards him, that ſke 
takes plcaſureto ſeek pleaſure, and extremely delighteth to ſeek and find delight with him , 
whic h (a-cording to her former lewd promiſe, and ungodly contra) ſhe often doth. Now 
this fooliſh young couple (being the obliged ſcholars of Cupid, and the devoted votaries of 
Venss) think to be as wiſc as they are laſcivions in theſe their amorous pleaſures, for knowing 
that diſcretion makes lovers happy, and that ſecrecy is the trac touchftone, yea the very lite 
and foul of loye, they therefore citcem and keep the ſecrets thereof as if they were ſacred, and 
that no mortal eyes but their own can ſec or knowit ; Bax yet notwithſtanding all this, De 
Moras jcalous fears in the deteQion, arcftill as great as their care in the prevention thereof, 
for the very nexc night after Paluras departcd from his hpg(c, he purpoſely abſenteth and cx - 
cludeth his wife from his bed, and the next morning catFfag her into the Garden after him, 
and cauſing the door to be ſhut, he then and there, (with lightning in his Jooks and thunder 


in his ſpeeches) chargeth her of adultery with Palura. But this young ſtrumper his wife Bel-. 


linda, ac the very firſt hearing of this ſad and ancx9p:f&cd news, difſcmbles fo artificially with 
her. husband, aud ſo prophancly with God, as ſeeming to diflolve and melr into tears, ſhe pur- 
geth her ſelf hereof, with many ftrong vows, and cleareth Palura with many decp afſeverati- 
ons» But this ſanatick Tyrant, and frantick Monſter jealoufic, (which for the mioft part, we 
can fcldomor never kill, before ir kill us) had wrought ſuch ftrange impreſſions in the brains, 
and ingraven ſuch cxtrayagant chimcoera's in the heart and belict of old De Mora, that (not- 
withſtanding his wives oaths and tears to the contrary) yet he till vows to himſclf, and her, 
that ſhe is guilty of adultery withPalura,and therefore chargeth her that henceforth ſhe dare nor 
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ſee him, or receive him into hzr houſe or company. Bellinda hereat (to give her husband 
ſome content in her own diſcontent) makesa great ſhew of ſorrow, and an cxireme appariti- 
on and exterior apparance of grief : ſh: ſends for her father Curſoro, acquaines him with the 
unjuſt wrong and indignity which her Lord and Husband hath offered her, and praycs him to 
inerpoſc his Authority and judgement with: him for their reconciliation ; who ſeeing him- 
{clffolicized and ſought $2 by his own bload,and by his daugheers hypocriſt:, believes her to be 
as innocent as her husband DeMMerathinks her guilty of this foul crime of adulcery with Palura, 
and ſo undertakes to ſolicit and deal with his fon in law De Mora to that cff=&, which he doth, 
but wich no dcfircd (ticceſs, fo that finding it to be a knotty and difficule bufineſs, and upon 
the wholc no lefs than a Herculean labour, becauſe of De Moras wilfull obftinacy, and per- 
verſe credulity : he theretore prayes for both of them, and thus leaves them and their diffe- 
rence to time and to God: and upon theſe unfortunate terms doth old De Mora, his young 
wife Bel:inda, and their marriage now ſtand. 

In the mean time Bellinda, (who ſuff:rs doubly both in her pleaſure and her reputation).is 
not yet ſodcyoid of ſenſe, or ex:mprt. of judgement, bur ſhe will ſpeedily provide for the 
one, and ſccure the other. To which effc& (ſeeming ſorrowfully obedicnt ther Husband ) 
ſh: thinks it not fic that her Palura thould for a ſeaſon approach her houſe or her ſelf; where- 
forc by a confid:nt meſl-nger ſh: ſen is bim this Letter. 


BELLINDAGQPALURA, 


1 Husbanl hath diſcovered our «ffefions, and is confident that I love thee far better than 

IV I »iſelf, wherein as be is nothing deceived, ſo I conjure thee by the preſervation of thy fidelity 
aud hmour, 10 forbear my houſe and ſight for ſome two moneths, in which interimlI will u fe my chiefeſt 
art, ant the utmoſt of my p:ſible power to calm the ſtorms and tempeſis that Jealoufie hath raiſed in 
bim.S2,be thou but as patient as I will be conſtant, and I hope a little time ſhall end cur langutſhing, 
and again werk,our c-nients and deſires; for though thou art abſent from me, yet I am ſtill preſent with 
thee,and albeit my Husband D. Mora have my body, yet Palura,zand none but Palura bath my heart, 
as knoweib God, to wboſe beſt favour and mercy, I affedionately and xealor ſly recommend thee, 
BELLINDSA 

Palura receives this Letter, and alchough he fetch many deep fighs at the reading thereof, yer 
ke givcs it many ſweet kiſſes for her ſweet ſake who writ and ſent it him , he knows not whe- 
ther hc hath more reaſun to condemn De Mora's jealoufi:, or to commend kis Lady Bellinda *s 
aff:Qicn and conſtancy himſclf, and becauſe he reſolves to prefer her content and honour cqual- 
ly with his own life, eh-refore he will diſpenſe with his Iuftful, and laſcivious pleaſures for a 
time, purpoſely to give her beauty and merits their due forever, fo inrequiral of her affcQio- 

nate Leiccr, he (by her own meffenger) ceturns her this kind and curtcous anſwer. 


PALURA to BELLINDA. 


Am as forrew{ull that thy husband De Mora hath diſcovered onr affeions, as truly joyful that 
| Fo loveſt me far better than himſelf, wherefore to prevent his jealouſie and equally to preſerve my 


fidelity with thy honour, and thy honour with my life, know ſweet and dear Bellinda that thy requeſts 
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are my Commands, an4 thy will ſhall eternally be my law, in which regard I will refrain thy houſe all 


thy long prefixed time, and ſo forbear to ſee thee, but never to love thee, becauſe thy ſweet and divine 


beauty , is ſo deeply ingraven iu my thoughts and imprinted in my ſoul, that the farther I tranſport 
my body from thee, the neeror my affection brings my heart to thee. I will adde my chiefest wiſhes to tby 
beſt art, and my bejt prayers 10 thy chiefeſt power, that a little time may work our content and defires:; 


but becauſe there is uo torment nor death to lauguiſhing, nor no laugniſhing to that of love, therefors 


I ſhali think every moment a montth, and every hour a year beſees we again kiſs, and imbrace : 


conceal this Letter of mine from alithe world with as much care and ſecreſie, as I ſend it thee with 


PALURA. 


fervent zeal,and tender « ffeitons 


The pernfal of this L:ttzr and the aff.&ion of Palura demonſtrated in this his refolution, 


makes Bellind a as glad, as the jealoulic of her Lord and Husband De Mora ſorrowſful & now fcc 
ing hiz rage fo rcafonleſs,and his malice and obſtinacy ſo implacable towards ber, ſhe abandon- 
eth her ſighs & tcars,refolves ro make trial of a contrary experiment,8 ſo under a female fac: af- 
ſuming a maſculine courag: & reſolucion,ſhe flights him & his jcalouſtz,as much as he d th her 
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and her levity, and bears her {c!t more highly and imperioully cowards him than cver {h- did 
h:retofore, bur this animoſity of Betinds produceth not that good «ff.& which he expelts 
from her Husband De Mora, for he attributing this pride of hers to procced from ſome bad 
counſell given her by m1inion Palura, It doth the more inflame his j-alouſic, and cxaſp:ratc and 
ſct fire to his indignation, both towards her and him. 

Whilcs Bellin1a ftands u pon theſe terms with her Husband De fora, bis brains (as ſo many 
wh:cls and ſphears )arc inc: {any rolling and whecling about the Orb ot jcaloutic, to find og 
the marrow and myſtcri: of this laſcivious league between his Wite and Palura, in the agita- 
tion and conduXion whereof, hc is as fecrec, as {he {imple and inconfiderarte, his Policy is to 
find out any letter or letters of Palura to hcr, and her Cloſer and Cacket are the only places ag 
Fe ſuppoſeth for her to hide and conceal them in. So on a Monday morning, as his Lad 
Bellindz is gone tothe Pariſh Church to hear Maſs, he purpoſeiy fſtay:s at home to «ff:& this 
his C:cret intent and purpoſe, and then very privately enters her Chamber, and his jcaloufie 
make him fo induſirious ot lock -ſmiths hooks, and inſtruments ro open any lock. So he firtt 
reſolvcsto try and open that of her Cloſet, which when he was on the very point todo, calt« 
ivg afide his cyz,he ſecs the Tawny DamazkGown which his Wife wore the day before, where= 
fore he flics to it to fearch and rifle the pockets thereof for her keyes. Now Bellin- 
das haft and devotion to the Church was ſo great, as both ſhe and her waiting Gentlewotnan, 
had forgotten the keyes ofher Cloſer and Cabinet, and left. them in one of the pockets of her 
ſaid Gown, where her Husband De Mora finds them, wherear being exceeding joyful, he claps 
up his hooks and inſtruments, and (with cquall jealouſte and haſt ) opens fi:lt her cloſer, then 
her cabiner, wherein Icaving nothing untearched, he at laſt finds the very ſame Letter of P e!:- 
rato his Wife Bellinda, which we have formerly ſcen and underſtood, the which Cas the rich- 
elt xelique of her hcart and the moſt precious jewel of her content and aff:Qton, (he: had fecrer» 
ly enſhrined and treafuced up in a (nal! crimſon ſatin purſe embroydered with goid. Hz reads 
ic over again and again, bur for that which ſaid, I ſhall think every mom:nt a moncih, and 
every hour a year before we again kits and embrace; this line, I ſay, his cx:reme jealoulie 
makzs him to reade over at leaſt as often as it hath ſyllables, for this Letter and this branc': of 
this L-ter confirmes his jealouſte, and now makes him fully aſſured and confident, that hig 
Wife and Palura have defiled his honour, and his bed, by committing adultery together; when + 
vowing a ſharp and ſpeedy reveng: hereof, he (with a panting heart, and trembling han4) 
liyes the v<lvct purſe again in th: Cabinet, then locks ir, as alſo her cloſer and chamber door, 
baving firſt left the keyes again in the pocket of his Ladics gown, and ſo comes down into the 
Hall, among his ſervants, as if he were happy to know that, which it is his miſcry, becauſe he 
cannot be ignorant thereof. 

By this time his Wife the Lady Bellinda is returned from Churchz he dines with her, and 
yet he cannot difſ:mble his diſcontent and malice againſt her fo artificially, bur that ſhe ob- 
ſerves ſome diſtember in his looks, and extravagancy in his ſpeeches, bat ſuch is her pride, as 
ſhe is no way cither curious or carefull thereof, nor as much as once ſurmiſcth of what he had 
now p:rform:d and ated. Dinner being ended, as ſoon as ſhz betakcs her (elf to walk in the 
allics, and arbours of her delicate garden, her Husband De Mora, and his jeilous ard bloody 
refolutions are walking a contrary way; he is ſonetled with jealouſte, arditung to the heart 
with malice and revenge ; as he aſcends to his armoury, takes down an cxceilent ſword and 
b:lt, a caſe of packet Piſtols, each whereof he chargeth with ewo bullets, cals for Emanuel de 
Ferallo his Ladies Gentleman-uſher, who was a very proper young man, both of his perſon and 
hands , bids him to cauſe two of his beft great ſaddle horſes ſpeedily to bs made ready, and 
wils him to accompany him to the Town of Arraiallos. Ferallo performs this order of his 
Lord, and then tcls him that he will go into the Garden, and acquaint his Lady and Mifſtrits 
with his abſence, and to receive her commands before his departure, but his Lord commands 
him to the contrary, and neither to ſee or fpcak with her ; ſo they take horſe and away. Now 
within halfan hour aiter, the Lady Fellinds returns from the Garden, and underftanding of 
their departure, who (in regard of the fuddennefs and unexpettation thereof) knows not what 
to ſay or think chereof, or whither, or about what buſineſs they are gon ; but ſhe neither once 
dreains nor conceives ſo much as a thought, that her hasband De Mora had found her ſweet « 
heart Palura's Letter, much lefs that he had any malicious or deſperate attempt, ſo ſuddenly 
ro put in execution againſt him for her regard and cauſc, as to ride to Arraial'oss to him, to 
fight with him. | 

Tae youth and beauty of his young Wife and Lady Bellinda, arming him with jcalouſie, 
and this jealouſte with irreconcileable malice and revenge againſt Palura, he cruelly reſolvin 
to make his body and life pay dear for it, rides away towards his houſe neer Arraialtos , - 


and 
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and ftaying ſome halt a quartcr of a Leapu: from ir in a fair grecn meadow, ſends his man 
Ferallo to him, and prayes him ſpeedily to take his horſc, and come ſpeak with him chere, 


about a buſineſs which mach imports his good-Feralls (knowing leaſt of this quarrel, whereot = 


his Lord and Maſter De Mora thought moſt) finds out Don Palura at his houſe, and in reſpects 
fall cerms delivereth him his meſſage, which Palure underſtanding, his guilty conſcience 
makes him exceedingly ro doubt, and wonder of De Msra's intention and reſolution herein 3 
bur his luftful hearc and aff. ions, Iooking more on the young Lady Bellinda: his wife, than 
the old Lord De Mora her husband, he ſpeedily (without any fervant of his) takes horſe and 
rides away wich Ferallo to him in the meadow, where De Mora (on horſe-back ) impatiently 
attended his coming. Salutations being here endcd between them, which Palura obſerves 
in De More to be more ſhort than cerimonious, and more abrupt than reſpe&full ) De Mor « 


calls his Man Ferallo to him, and privately commands him to ride a meadow or two off, and 


not to dare offer cither to ſtir or draw, whatſoever he ſee paſs betwixt him and Palera, the 
which his Man Feralls obeyes,but with much wonder and admiration what this bufincſs mighe 
mean or produce between them. Here De Mora very paſſionatcly arid cholerickly, chargeth 
Palura ſor abufing and diſhonouring of him, by committing adultery with his wife Bellindaz 
the which Palura rctorts to him as a foul ſcandal, and falſe aſperſion, and (as ann honourable 
Gentleman) in his ſpeeches and anſwer,to De More, makes his own innoccncy, and his wife 
the Lady Bell:mdas chaſticy very apparent and probable : but theſe feigned excuſes and falfe 
oaths and fſpecches of Paizra do no way fatisfie, but rather the m:re incenſe the jealoufic and 
inflame the malice and revenge of De Mora againſt him z whercupon he ſhews him his own 
Letter, and with much bitternefſ: and vehemency demands Him it that his own hand-writing 
do not palpably convince him of adultery with his Lady. Palura is amazed at the fight of 
this his Letter, ſo thar bluſhing for ſhame, he cannot here yer refrain from looking pale with 
grief and anger thereat, nevertheleſs he will not be ſo ingrateful to the beauty and aff-&ion of 
Belliada to think that ſhe hath berrayed&im,by dclivering up this his Letter to her Fi band,but 
rather (giving a good interpretation and conftrution to the purity of her intents and affeRi- 
ons towards him ) he believes with confidence, that he had finifterly and ſurreptitiouſly berray»= 
cd her thereof, whereapon to fortihs her reputation, and to vindicate and cleer his own inno« 
cency , h: (with high words and loud cracks) protcfteth his Letter to be falſe, ſuborned,none 
of his, and that it was written by ſome Witch or Devil, and ſent by ſome treacherous enem 

of his, purpoſely to affront him, and to difgrace his vertuons, chaft, and innocent Lady Bel- 
linda ; but theſe feigned palliating excuſes of his, cannot paſs currant with the jealoufic and 
revenge of De Mora , who now (to reduce conterrp!ation into ation)tels Patara that nothing 
but his death can cxpiate and-ſatisfic this bis crime, and therefore (on horſe-back as he was) 
draws his ſword, and bids Palura do the like. The which Palura hearing and ſceing , he 
cqually for the preſervation of Be!lindas honour, and his own life (as a brave and generous 
Gentleman) likewiſe draws as highly diſdaining to kave his youth and courage outbraved by 
this old Cavalicr ; but here b:fore they begin to fight, Palura with many ſtrong reaſons, and 
pathetical perſwaſtons, again and again prayes De Mora to defift from the combat, and to reft 
ſatisfied with the truth of his Lady Bell;n4as honour, and his own innocency in this their fup< 


poſed and pretended crime of adultery : but he ſpeaks co the wind, for De More returns him 
blows for words. 


The event and fortune of this their combat on horſe back is, that in two ſeveral meetings 


and incounters, Palzra hath reccived no wound, but given De Ara two, the one in his neck, 
and the other in hislefc arm, whereof he bleeds fo excecdingly as he b:gins to diſpair of the 
victory, and with bis Piſtols ro provide for his own ſafety and life ; they by a mutual conſent 
divide themſelves a litsle diftance off to breath. When Palurs rcining his horſe a litde tos 
ſtrait, and his horſe being hot and furious, and by mcer ſtrength and force turning round, De 
Afra with his watchful and vigilant eye raking the advantage of this favourable accident, 
(when Palure never once dreams or thinks of Piſtols ) ſpecdily puls his ewo Piſtols forth hig 
packet, and moſt baſely and tceacherouſly, with the fir ſhoots him thorow the head , and 
wich the ſecond into the reins of his back, of which mortal wounds he preſently fell off from 
his horſe dcad tothe ground, having neither the power to repent his ſins, nor the grace or hap- 
pt to.pray unto God for the ſalvation of his own ſoul, and thug was the untimely cnd, and 
amentable death of this valiant young Cavalier Palure. 

De Mora ſecirig Palura dead, and having more reaſon outwardly to rejoyce in this his vi&to- 
ry,than inwardly in the cauſc and manner thereof, he waves his hankerchief to his Man Ferallo 
to came to him (who was an cyc witn:(s and ſpe&ator and Co-mate) which he preſently 


dothto whom he ſpeaks thus, firſt acquaint Palures ſervants in hithouſe , that I have flain 


their 
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their Matter in a ducl, then ride home and tell my Wite the Lady Bellyda, that | have (ene 
her Ruffian and adulterer Pa/ure to Hzaven,and within fix dayes afcer come away to me to Li;- 
baue, whither ] am now poaſting, when throwing bim ſome gold to for his journey he takes 
leave of him and away, andat the verry next Town Ccreficth his wounds which prove hop:< 
full and not dangerous. 

Now doth Ferallo (according to his Lords commiſſion and order) inform Palur”s fer- 
vants of his death, and of his ſaid Lord and Maſters victory, but (tor his honouc ard reputa- 
tions ſake) conceals that h= baſcly and treacherouſly kild him with his Piſtols : they arc ex- 
tremely forrowful for chis his misfortunate end : fo whiles they fetch home his hreathle(s 
body, and prepare for his decent burial ; Ferallo returns home and truly and punGtually re- 
Latcs to his Lady Bellinda the ifſuc of this combat; as alſoof his Load De Mora's ſpeeches 
which he commanded him to tell her, whom poor Lady is all in teares for the death of hee 
lover Palura, and well (he might in regard (he loved him a thouſand times dearer than her 
own lite, fo upon the reccit of this forrowfal news, ſhe ſhuts her fclf up in her chamber, and 
for many dayes together, her grict and Jamentations for his death are fo inlinite, as ſhe will 
admir ot no company, coun(el , or conſolation whatſoever, ſh: confidereth how deeply the 
misfortune of this diſaſter will ſcandaloufly refl.C&t on her honour, end fall on her reputati- 
on, and therefore vows to requite Paluras death ſeverely, and to revenge it ſharply on the life 
of her Hasband De M.ra who was his murtherer, at lcaft when ſh: ſhall be ſo happy, or ra- 
ther ſo miſcrabl: to ſec him return to her from Lz5bonce. She exceedingly wondreth at his ſecree 
malice, and ſudden indignation and reſolution towards Palxra, but more at the canfe there - 
ot, and from what point of the compaſs, or part of hell this furious wind fhould procced, 
when at laſt having nothing elſe capable tocomfor her, or to give truce to her tears, bur the 
fight of Paluras aforeſaid Letter ſent to her, the which in tender affcEtion to him , ſhe for his 
ſake had ſo ofcenp-ruſed and kiſſed ; ſhe therefore paſſionately and penlively flics co her cloſer 
and with aff:&ion and ſorrow to her cabinertto feaſt her eycs with the fight, and to delight 
and comfort her heart with the peruſal thereof, when (conrrary to her expectation) ſhe finds 
the letter taken away , herother papers diſplaced, and her jewe's reverſed in her cabinet, 
and then ſh: knows for certain, *hat it is her husband De Mora, who had thus riflcd her ca» 
binet, and who had bereaved robbed her of this ſweet Letter , which (ncxt to Paluras 
ſight and preſerc:) was the chickelt joy of her heart, and the ſweeteſt felicity and content of her 
mind, the which conſidering, ſh: therefore abſolutely believes, that the dete&ion and Pcr= 
uſal of this Letter, was the ſole cauſe of her Lord and Husbands jecaloufic, as that was of her 
ſweet Paltras d:ath, wherein indecd ſhe is nothing deceived, for fome fix weeks after, bere- 
turns home to her from Lisbove, where (in favour of his Noble birth and d:ſcent, of his 
many great friends,and of a huge ſum of mony Yic(in abſence of the Viceroy Jhad obtaincd his 
pardon, from the Chamber of that City, and the very firſt falurations that he gave his Lady 
Bellinda, (the which, Iknow not whether he delivered to her with more conterrp, or cho- 
I-r) was thus. 

irc (quo hhc) how many prayers and orayſons haſt thou ſaid for the ſoul of thy Ruf- 
fa1an | adulccrer Paiura? when ſhe being exceedingly galledto the heart with theſe his ſcan< 
dalous ſpeeches, ſhes yet to ;uſtifie her own honour and innocency, dificmbles her gricf for Pa- 
luras death, as much as her jealous Husband triumphs and inſifts thereat, and fo frames him 
this ſhort reply, that Palera was not her adultercr, but a G-ntleman of honour, and therefore 
ſhe beſought God to forgive him his own heynous fin and cxecrable crime for ſo foully and 
baſcly rrurthecing of him. De Mora nctled with this his Ladies apology and juſtification, 
which he knew to be as falſe as her, and Paluras crime of adultery was rac, he prodaceth 
this letter to her, then reads it her, and in a great rage and fury immediately tcars and burns 
it before her face 3 now althnugh the ſight and knowledge of this Tetrer, as alſo her busbands 
burting thereof doth exceedingly vex and pcrplex our Lady Bellinda, yet fhe was herewith 
no way daunted, but again very boldly tels him ; that ſhe cannot prevent any Gentleman to 
writc and {:nd her aLetier. and although in the conchifion of this his Letter to hee had fim- 
ply and liniſterly nrentioned kiſſes aad embracer, yet ſhe peremptorily vowed and ſwore to 
him, the firſt had nor exceeded the bounds of civility, nor the laſt violated the laws and rules 
of honour, ſo wiſc and politick was ſhe in her anſwers,and ſo falſe and hypocrital in her jufſti- 
fication towards her husband. 

The which he well obſerving, and underſtanding, as alſo with what a plcafing grace ſhe 
ſpake it, his own Juſtfull age, yer (till doting on the freſhneſs of the yourh awd beauty of this 
his young witc, ſeeing that Palura {who was the cauſe and obje& of his jcalculic) wasnow 
removed and dead, he therefore for the preſervation of his own honour and repatation in that 


of 
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of his Ladies, doth content himſelf fo far as to bury the greateſt part of his diſcontent and jca- 
loufic againſt her, im the duſt of oblivion, or in that of Palure*s grave, and to that cnd he af- 
fords her his table fill, and his bed ſometimes, as if that obligation of courtefic, would reclaim 
her laſcivious thoughts, and again call home her wanton defircs to chaſtity and honour, ne- 
vertheleſs the better to effeCt and compaſs it, he much reſtrains her of her former liberty, aud 
dcbars her the company and fight of all Gentlemen whatſocycr that come to his houſe. A 
pecviſh cuſtome, which the husbands of Spain, hone: and Italy, tyrannically uſe towards 
their Ladies, whereas contrariwiſe the Ladyes and Gentlewomen of England and France, 
arc far more happy, becauſe more chaſte and honourable towards their Husbands in ufing, and 
not abufing this their liberty and freedom. 

Bellinds with a watchfal cye, and a wanton heart obſcrves theſe paſſages and comportments 
of her husband De Afora towards hers and in obſerving laughs ax them; but becauſe her 1a- 
ſcious minde inceflantly tels her, that there is no hell to that of a diſcontented bed, therefore 
hating his age as much-as he loves her youth, her Palure being dead, ſhe forthwith reſolves to 
make joice of another lover, and at what rate ſocvernot to trifle away her time, and her 
youth idely, but to paſs ic away inthe amorous delights of carnal voluptuouſncſs and ſenſuali- 
ty. To which cffc& milling of oth:r Gentlemen (and therefore enforced to make a ver- 
tue of neceſlity) ſhe forgetting her (clf and her honour makes choice of Ferallo her own Gen< 
clcman-uſher, a man every way as proper as ſhe is fair, and as well timbred as ſhe is beauriful,; 
and neer of her own years, which as yet had not exceeded one and twenty : to Feralls there» 
tore ſhe freely imparts her affeMions and favours, who as freely receives and as joyfully and 
amorouſly entertains both her and them, fo that, co write the beſt of truth ind modeſty, 1 
mult here affirm, that as ke was formerly his Ladics Uſher, now he makes himſelf his Lords 
followerz and (unknown to him) very often tics her ſhooc-ftrings, and takes up her mazk aud 
gloves for her, and many times when the old Nobleman is aſleep, then this ignoble couple of 
unchaſte lovers arc waking to their obſcene pleafures, and ſecretly ſacrificing up their laſcivi- 
ous deſires to wanton Cupid the Son, and to Juftful Venus the Mother, but they ſhall finde 
worm-wood intermixcd in this honey, and gall in this ſagar. 

For three moneths together our Bellinda the Miſtriſs, and Ferallo the Man, drown them- 
ſclvcs in the impicty of theſe their carnal delights and pleaſures, as if they made it their felici- 
ty and glory co continue the practiſe and profeſſion therof,but at the end and cxpiration of this 
time, as cloſcas they bear this their adulterous familiarity from De Mora, it comes to his 
knowledge by an unexpected accident and means, for the Reader muft underſtand, that Fe- 
rallo was herctofore diſhoneſtly famitiar, with his Bellindas waiting Gentlewoman named 
Herodia, who (under pretcxt and colour of marriage) hc had many times uſed, athis laſci- 
vious pleaſure, ſo that Herodia ſeeing that Fera/les affections were now wholly tranſported 
from her ſclf to her Lady Bellindea, and rhat he (lighted and diſdained her, ro embrace and 
adore the other, ſhe is ſo inraged with jealoufic at the knowledge and confideration thereof, 
as ſhe cals a counſel ig her heart and thoughts, what to do herein , how to prevent it,' and 
again how to reclaint, and regain Ferallo and his affc&ion, from her Lady to her ſelf, and ſhe 
is ſo inflamed with jealoulic towards them, as ſhe can reap no peace by day of her mind, nor 
reſt by night of her heart before ſhe have effecd it 5 to which end, having ran over a whole 
world dhe and expedients;ſhe at laſt reſolves on thiszto acquaint her Lord and MafterDe 
More with this unchaſte and obſcene familiarity, between his Lady Bellinde and ber lover Fe- 


rallo, and her rage is ſo outragious as with infinite malice and ky ſhe performs it." At 


which uncxpeRed and unwelcomed news , our old Lord De Aorahath now his hears-a new 
ſer on fire wich jealouſie and malice both towards his Lady, and her uſher Feralls, ſo that he as 
ſoon bclicycs as underſtands this their adultery without ever making a ſtand either to conſider 
the truth, or to cxamine the circumſtances thereof, whereupon to make ſhort work, and to 
provide a ſpeedy remedy for this unfortunate diſaftcr, and diſeaſe 3 he without ſpeaking word 
of it, cither to his Lady Bellinda, or to Ferallo, ſuddenly caſhiereth him from his houſe and 
ſervice, and in ſuch diſgraccful manner, as he will not ſo much as permit him to know: the 
reaſon hereof, or to ſee, or take Ieave of his Lady and Miftriſs, and from thencefore De More 


looks on her with infinite contempt and jealoufic, For it gals him to the heart, firſt to remeni- . 
ber hcr diſhonour, and diſhoneſty with Palura, and now far more to know that ſhe is doubly ©: | 


gulity thereof with hex own domeſtick Scrvant and Gentleman-uſher Ferallo; wherefore he 
again rcſtrains her of her liberty, and his jcalouſie ſo far exceeds the bounds of judgement, 
and the limits of reaſon, as he will difficultly permit her to ſce any man, or any man to ſec 
her, but as Rivers ſtopped do ſtill degorge with more violence, and overflow with more im- 
petuoſity, (o Bellinds takes this new jealoufic of her old huzband, and this fudden exile and ba- 


niſhment 
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; niſhment of Feralls hee lover and Gentheman-uſher in excreme ill part, and (afcer ſhec hath 

wept and ſighed her fill therear, ſhe then bclieves the prime and original cauſe thereof, to 
proceede from the malice and jealouſic of her waiting Gintlewoman Heredia : wherefore be. 
ing infiaitely deſpigated and incenſed againſt her; ſhe (in her dear loveand affettion to Fe. 
rallo) to requite her husbands courcetie, very diſcou: tevully rurns her away, and for ever ba- 
niihed her, her. houſe and ſervice , and to write the truth, Zerallolikewile in hatred and ma- 
lice to Herodia, willfrom thencetorth neither ſce nor ſpeak with hermore, But to verifie the 
Engliſh Proverb, that love will eceep where it cannot go, although De Myra banitherh Ferg!- 
13 trom his houſe , and reſtraineth his Lady Be!l;da ot her liberty in his houſe , yer fome- 
times by day and many times by night, they (by che alliitance of fome ſecret Agents or Am. 
baſſadours of love) do in the acbours of the Gardens, and ia ſome other cut rooms of the 
houle very amorouſly meer, and moit Jaſciviouſly kils and embrece together. They hold ma- 
ny private conferences on their unlawtul afteQions, and many fecret conſultations upon their 
unjuit diſcontents : ſo at laſt both of them joyning in one wicked heart and mindc, and (as 
marter$are Rill be{t diſtinguiſhed by their concracies) finding each others company fiveet, and 
their ſequeſtration and ſeparation bitter, they ſo much torget their ſelves and their ſouls, and 
ſo much flie from Keaven and God, to follow Saten and Hell, as both of them believe and re- 
ſolve, they can have no true or perfe& content on Earth before De Mora bo firit ſeat co Hea- 
ven 3 now upon this bloody delign they agree, and, upon this hclliſh plot they fully reſolve, 
only rhe gordian knot which muſt combine and linke faſt this foul buſineſs is, that De Mera 
being dead, Bellizdz mult ſhortly after marry her Gentleman-uſher Ferailo, whercynro with 
as much joy as vanity ſhe cheerfully conſenteth, when they are fo prophane as they ſeal chis 
their ungodly contract with many oathe, and ratife and conficne ic with a world of kifles, 
and then of all violent deaths, they reſolve on that drug of the. Devil, poyſon, fo withouc 
either the fear or grace of God, they of Chriſtians metamorphoſe and mike themſelves D:- 
vile, and Ferallo buying .the poylon, Be/lmda very ſecretly and ſubtly in diet drink and 
broath adminiltrech it unto her Lord and Husband De Mora, which being of a languiſhing 
vertuc and operation, he within Icfs than four moneths dies chereof; when with much cot 
and a wonderful exteriour ſhew ofgrietand ſorrow, ſhe gives him a {tately tuneral, very an- 
{werable to the lultce of his name, and the quality of his dignity and honour, buy God in 
his due time will pull off the mask of this her monſtrous hypocrifie, and infernal prophan=- 
neſs, Ourjealous old Lord De More being thus layed and raked up in the duit of his uncimes 
ly grave, his joyt{ull ſorrowtul widow the Lady Bellza4z, according to her promiſe, to the 
grict of her Father Gurſero, to the wonder ot Siremos, and the admiration of all Porturat, 
marcies with this her Gencleman- uſher Ferallo ; bur ſuch luſtful and bloody mar: iizes, mott 
commonly meet with miſerable end 

For fix monetht together, Fera!l> day and nigas keeps good correſpondency in the perfor- 
mance of his affeQions to his old Lady and Mittciis, and now his new wite Bellindz, and al - 
though they ae unequal in birth and rank, yer marriage having now made them equal, they 
mutually kiſs and imvrace with as much content as delire; but at che end of this ſmall parcel 
of time ; ſatiety of his uxorious delights and pleaſures makes him negle&'a), and which is 
worle contemptible thereof; (a baſe ingraticude, but too ofren ſabje& co men of his uifeciour 
rank and quality, and which the indiſcretion of Ladies of honour, very often payes dear tor, 
as buying it many times wich infamy, bur (till wich repencance) ſo that for ten nights, and 
fom:times for fifteen together he never kifſed or imoraced her 3 which unkinde ingratitude of 
his, and reſpeRlefs unvaluation of her youth aad deauty, as alfo of her rank and means makes 
the Lady Bell;da his wite to be as hot in choler towards him, as he is cold in affe&ion and 
love towards her. Bur to aſcend to the head-fpring of this his diſcourtetie cowards her, and 
ſo torfetch and derive it from its own proper original,we muſt know that Feral'o was fo vici- 
ou?, inconftant, and baſe, as now he js deeply in love with a new waitins Gentlewoman of 
his Ladies named Chriſtalina, a ſweet young Maiden, of ſome eighteen years of ag*, tall of tta- 
ture and {lender of body, and whoſe beauty was every way as clear and pure as her name, 2nd 
yet whoſe maiden-hcad (with a few rich preſents and many poor flattering oaths and falie 
promiſes) he had ſecretly purchaſed and gotren from her; yea his aff:Qion was ſo fervent to 
her,that parc of the day could not content his luful deſires, but he forgets himſelf fo far, as 
b-fore his Ladies noſe, and almoſt in her fight, he muſt lye with her whole nights, and which 
is worſe, almoſt every night without ſo much as once thinking of his own wite the Lady Be!-+ 
lin4a, or either loving what (lie cared for, or caring for what ſhe loved. | 

Bar Bellinda eſteems her ſelf roo good a Gentlewoman, and too great a Lady to be thus 
out-braved and diſgraced by a Taylors Son (tor ſo was Ferallo) and therefore confequently 


her 
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Hit. XXX... De Mora, 
her heart 18 roo well lodged, and too high fixed and ſeatcd in the degree of her high diſccne 
chus to receive and (uffcran affront, by a man of ſo low a beginning and ſo ignoble a quality 
and extraction as he was, and whom ſh: had raiſed from nothing, and conferred and honett- 
rcd him with her affe&tion, and bed, and of her fervant made him her husband,. when for the 
ſpace of {1x moncths together having continually uſed the beſt of her art, and the chicfeſt of 
her power, her ſweetelt perſwafions, and her moſt ſurged prayers and ſolicitations to make 
him abandon her Maid Chriſtalina, and fo againto reclaim him and his aff:&ion from ber to 
her ſclf, bur ſceing all her care vain, and her prayers andintreatics towards him to prove fri- 
volous, (h: at Jaft (conſulting with Satan, and not with God )begins to afſume bad thoughts 
and rcycngetul malice againſt him, for this his foul diſloyalty, and baſe ingratitude and infide- 
lity cowards hec ; butficit before ſhe actemprs ir, her turbulent and reſile(s jealoufi:, makes her 
relolve to try another concluſion, which is to put off this her waiting Gentlewoman Chriſta- 
lina from her ſervice and attendance,, in hope that Ferello her husband would then thereby 
likewiſc put off aimſclf and his aff:&ions from her, but this projet and reſolution of hers 
reaps no (ucceſsful iflue according to her defires, but reccives end, as ſoon as beginning. For 
h< is ſtill ſo deeply cnamonred, and ſo conftantly cffefted ro Chriftalina, as he will neither per- 


mir nor ſuft:r it, but in difpite of his Lady Bellinda, and of all her fighs, tears, and prayers to 


the contrary , he kiſſcth her in her, fight,. and (cuſtome: now making him licentiouſly bold 
and impudent) he in this his ſortiſh f 


amiliarity with her, ſets her at cable with himſclt and his 
witz, aud in her preſence, and before her face, termes her his dear, his love, and his ſweet- 


heart : adiſgrace of ſo unkind a nature, and diſcourteous a quality, as ſhe highly difdains 
long to ſutfer or digeſt it at his hands. So that ſceing no hope of amendment, and therefore 
deſpairiny or any reformatipn thereof in him, ſhe reſumes her tormer bad and bloody thoughts 
againſt him, and ſo percrptorily and definitively reſolves to murther him. Her jcalouſic makes 
her ebus malicious, her malice thus revengcfull, and her revenge thus bloody hearted and 
handcd cowards him. She cannot becontent to pace, bur ſhe will ride poaſt ro her confuſi« 
on, by heaping crime upon crime, and murther to murther, ſhe hath formerly poyſoned her 
ficſt husband D: Mora, and now ſh: refolvcs to ponyard to death Feralloher ſecond, as if one of 
theſe rwo bloody fins and crimes were not enough capable, ro make her as truly miſerable, as 
ſh: fal{ly chinks her (clfhappy, in the performance and cxccution thereof. But theſe are the 
bitter traits of jaaloufic,and the ſharpe cffcQs and choler, malice, and revenge which moſt com» 
monly ſtream and procecd from it, | | 

Whilcs thus her quondam Gentleman-uſher, and now her unkind and diſloyal husband 
Feralls ( without fear or carc) is wallowing in his beaſily pleaſures and ſenſuality with his 
ftcumpcr Chriſtalina, this his ungodly wifc, and revengeful Lady Bellinda (with as much ſc- 
Creſ1: as treachery) is in requital thereof preparing ot him a bloody bandquet 3 yea fo haſty is 
ſhe in hcr rage, and ſo outragious in this her revenge towards him, as ſhe will no longer be abu- 
ſed or defrauded by him, but thinks every hour an age, before ſhe have diſpatched him for 
heaven. She will no more be controuled and over-maſtcred by him who was formerly her fer- 
vant, and who ficft reputed it his greateſt happineſs co kiſs her hand, before ſhe vouchſafed him 
the honour to kifs her lips, or which is more, the fclicity to imbrace her in her bed. She now 
ſees with grict, that lie hath betraycd her in betraying, and conveying his aff-&ion from her 
to her Maid Chri{lalina , and therefore although ſhe hath caft away her favours on bim, tyct of 
the two, {he vows rather to caſt away him than her ſclf, No grace, no religion, not her con« 
ſcience, not her ſou], nor the confideration of heaven or hell Tan diflwade or keep her from 
this her bloody purpoſe, or divert her from the perpetration of this inhumane and cruel mur- 
cher ; but the very firſt night that he leaves her maid Chriſtaline, and lics with her (lf, fhe (be- 
ing purp-ſcly provided of a very ſharp and keen razor, which ſhe put in one of her gloves, and 
clapt it under her pillow) ar break of day as he lay in bed ſoundly ſleeping and ſnoring by her, 
ſhe as adevil incarnate cuts his throat, and leaves him ſtruggling in the bed, and weltcrivg in 
his blood, withour once having the power to think, to ſpeak of God. 

Thus we have ſeen the bloody inalice, and infernal fury and revenge of this cxecrable you 
Lady Bellixda, in fo Iamentable and crucl murthering her firſt and old husband De More, an 
now her young Feralls, and becauſc the perpetration of theſe her inhumanc crimes and facts are 
ſo odious to God, that their knowledge hath alrcady pierced the clouds, and their fight aſcen- 
+ ded'tothe ſacred preſence and tribunal of God, therefore his all-ſecing, and all-potent glori- 

ous Majeſty , being as impartial in his judgements, as divine in his decrecs, hath already (harp- 
ned high ſword of juſtice, and made ready his arrows of revenge, ſpcedily to infliit and give 


_o condigne puniſhment for the ſame, yea and far ſooner than cither ſhe thinks or dreames 
thereof. 
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She avieg cus difpatchcd this bjoody buſineſs, and ſecing her busband Ferallo lics breath. 
1:{s-in the bed by. hery, ſhe rifcth up, aud the better to colour our, and overvaile this her jn- 
hinjane and monſtrous villany, ſhe cakes this ber dead husbands knife out of his pocker; and 
goring itall jo his blood, ſhe leaves it on his pillow by him thereby (with as much hypocci= 
14:.85 treachery) to inlinuate a belicf and confidence in the opinion of all men, that he had 
there murthered himſclf, and that infallibly be was the author and aCtor of this his own de- 
plorable d:ath, which having performed, 1h: takes on a fine clean holland ſmock, and puts 
off her cambrick one that ſhe wore, which as a fatal mark of her cruelty, and a prodigious 
bann:r of her inhumanity, was all tained and engrained over with her husbands blood, and 
wrappiug it up very cloſe together, ſhe thercin likewiſe cnvellops and enwraps her bloody ra- 
z2r, and alſo a two pound braſs weight, thereby the better ro make it (ink, for (12 reſolves 
+ that very morning to throw it into a pond : fo ſecret is (he in contriving, and fo policick in 
the concealing of this her cruel fat. The morn advancing to {ix of the clock, which was 
dark, cloudy and obſcure, as if (by the ſecret appointment, and ſacred providence of Ged) 
that the Sun ( with his gliſtcring beams)abhorred ro behold fo pictiful and lamentable a ſpeQa- 
cle. | Bellinda hath no ſooner apparelled her ſelf, but criumphing in this her falſe victory and 
blood conqueſt, ' and giving the murthered body of her husband a farewell, compoſed of ma« 
ny curſes and cx-crations, ſhe ſoftly ifſucth forth, clapping her bloody (mock and razer in 
her pocket, the which (ro make ſure work ) ſhe had tied fait with one ot her blew ilk pacters, 
th:n locks the chamber docr, and very ſecretly and furely conveys and throws in the key 
within fide, and then d:\ſcends to the garden, where calling Hellena (another of her wait - 
ing Gentlewoman to her) lhe bids her ferch her prayer book, and thus away ſhe goes towards 
thcic pariſh Church of St. Fulians on foot, which by computation was ſonic halt a ſmall Ieague 
off chcic houſe, and forbids any man ſervant to wair or attend on her thither. She is not a 
farlong off, but che more clof:ly to finiſh her deſign, ſhe there purpoſely fends awayher maid 
Heliena to the pariſh Church before her, with this invented and colourable errand, to ſeek one 
her own Pcicſt, father Sebaſtian 3 andto prepare him then ro ſay Maſs to her, the which He!- 
tena doth, Now the midway between her houſe and the Church is a greac deep pond, by 
the which ſhe isco paſs 3 but alittle before ſh: draws neer it, a poor old "maimed Souldicr, 
b:ing caſhiercd from che Gariſon of the Caſtle of Cafcayes (named Rocerigo) travelling to« 
wards his homiz, and (ceing this Lady all alone, and obſerving the ſweernts of her beauty, 
and the richneſs of her apparcl and attire, his poverty inforceth and incourageth kim to re- 
queſt and b:g ah alme3 ot her, the which with rauch humilicy he dota. But the Lady Bellix- 
des heart and thoughts, were ſo much ſurpriz:d and taken up with cruelty, as (he knew nor 
what belonged to charity, and therefore having other buſineſs and wind-miles in her head, ſhe 
is offended wich Roderigo's begging importunity, as flacly refuſing to give him any almze, ſhe 
f:rgecs her (c1ffo far, 28 inſtead thereof ,- (ſh: gives him many harſh words, and at laſt ſends 
him.away wich ſome unkind and foul ſpecches ; the which poor Roderige, took fo il] at her 
hands, that (in the fumzs of a Souldicr) he once thought to have requited ic cither on her 
p=r{on, or her apparel z but then again {by her port and bravery ) deeming ker to bz tome 
great reighbouring Lady, who that morning had parpoſely left her foll-wers to take the 
ſwz.trcls of che air, and therefore fearing his danger more than he loved his profic , he aban- 
. doneth that cholerick and inſolent reſolution of his, when raking his leave: of her, he. ſome 
two buts length from her, betakes him to ſir down at the foor of a great Pincapple Tree, 
whcre hes might ſee her, but not ſhe him 3 and there looking after her wich an eye of diſcon- 
tent and indignation, he bewailes his wants and bard fortunc, and alſo condemneth the obdu- 
ratcrieſs of this unknown Ladics uncharicable heart towards him, and inquiring afterwards of 
a tpilk maid which p:{ſ.d by what ſh: war, he is informed thar fhe is che Lady Bellinda, wi- 
dow tothe dead Lord Alonſo de Mora, and now wite to Don Emanuel de Ferallo, who hercac 
doth not a littl: both gricve and wonder, thar {o rich and great a Lady was gulley of ſo much 
uncharicablenc6. By this time ſhe being arived to the pond, looking about her, and believing 
that morcal eye had ſeen her, ſhe therein throws her oy {mock and razer {which as former- 
ly 1 have ſaid ſhe ty-d faſt rogether with one of her blew filk garters) and the ponderofity of 
the brafs weight made itinftanclyro fink'to the bottom, whereof ſhe being isfinicly joyfull, 
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E ries, and Pater noſters to her ſelf; burthe whole world in general, and the Reader in particular 
bt may imagine with what a foul conſcience, and ulcerated ſoul, ſhethen and there performes this 
her devotion. | 

Now alchcugh this cur wretched Lady Beilinda have: murthered this her ſecond husband 
Feralle, with wonderful ſecrefic, and buricd theſe bloody evidences thereof in the pond, with 


ſuch 
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away ſhe trips co the Pariſh Charch, and there hears Maſs, and mumbles out many. Ave Ma- . 
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De Mora, Ferallo, and Bellinda, 


' ſath admirable care and privacy, that ſhe thinks is wholly impollible tor all the 
earth to reveal ic; loe ifearth cannot, yet now heaven will. So here before I pro- 
ceed further, let mein the name and fear of God, requeſt the Chriſtian Reader 
here to admire aud wonder with me, at the mercy and goodneſs, and at the pro- 
vidence and pleaſure of God in his miraculous dete&ion, and condigne revenge 
and puniſhment thereot ; for he muſt know and underſtand, that it ſeems God had 
purpoſely brought, placed and ſeated this poor old weary maimed Souldier K 0- 
derig? at the foor of this Pine Tree, to be a happy inſtrument of his praiſe, and a 


tcue Sentinel, and diſcoverer both for his ſacred juſtice and divine honour : for 


here although Bellizdz carried away her heart and charity from him, yet (as if 
guid:dby ſome heavenly power and celeſtial influence)Roderigo could nor pollibly 
carry away his eye from her, but as cloſely as ſhe threw this bloody cloth into the 
pond, he eſpies jr, and which is more , very plainly and palpably diſcernes the 
whiteneſs and redneſs thereof; when conſidering and thinking with himſelf 
that chis gallant proud Lady Bellinds might be as unchaſte and laſcivious as ſhe 
was fair, and as vitious as ſhe was young 3 God (with his immediate finger )im- 
prin e4 in his thoughts, and ingraved in his heart and mind, that either her ſelf,or 
ſome one of her waiting Gentlewoman had had ſome baſtard,and that ſhe had mur- 
thered it, and now thrown it into the pond, and was ſo ſtrongly poſſefſed of this 
conceit and belief, that neither day or night, nor nothing under Heaven could 
pollibly beat him from it,but for a whiles he reſolves to conceal this conccit to 
himſelt, as referriog the truth thereof to time, and the ifſue to God. 

And her: the ord r of our Hiſtory cals us again from Rederigo to Bellinda, who 
as ſoon as Maſz is don:, (with her waiting Gentlewoman [ellena ) returns home 
to ker houſe, ard by that time they arive there it is nine of the clock, where (put- 
ting a pleaſant face upon her falſc heart; andia ſweet countenance upon her ſoyled 
and finful foul) ſh: preſemly inquires for her husband Doz Ferallo, her ſervants 
make anſw:r that th y have notſecn him to day,and that they think he is ſtill in bed, 
whereat (hz muling and wondering, in regard he was not accuftomed to ſleep at fo 
high an hour, ihe thercfore ſends ſome ot her ſervants ro his chamber to ſee it he be 
ſtirrinz,but finding his chamber door locked,% calling aloud to him they can get no 
anſwer trom him,the which thzy return & report to their Lady Bellinda, who ſcems 
ing cxccedingly to doubt and grieve thereat, ſhe Ns more perplexed in counte- 
nance than heart) aſcends with them _ to her hushands chamber, where they 
all call and knock aloud at the door to him, and ſhe far louder than them all, bur 
in vain, for ſtill they hcar no news cither of him or from him, whereat ſhe begins 
(outwardly) to tremble with apprehenſion and fear, and ſo commands them to 
torcc open the door of his chamber, which they inftantly do, where they ſec their 
Lord, and ſhe her husband Ferallo 60 lic breathleſs in his bed, all begored and 
recking in his hot and warm blood, with his throat cut, whercat his ſervants for 
true gricf, and his Lady Bellinda for falſe forrow, make a lamentable crie, and a 
pittitul out>cry in his chamber, which is over- heard in all the houſe , bur eſpccial+ 
ly the Lady Bellindz her ſelf, who fo artificially dificmbled her joy, and fo paſſionate- 
ly makcs demonſtration of extreme gricf and affliftion, for chis deplorable death of 

r Lord and husband, both to her ſervants and to God, that ſhe is all in tears, and 
cannot, becauſe ſh: will not bs.comforted thereat : they find the chamber door 
Jock:d, the key withir = fide, and his own bloody knife on his pillow, and therefore 
they cally reſolve and conclude that this their Lord and maſtcr Fere!lo hath wiltul- 
ly made himſelf away, and is undoubtedly the author of his own death 3 which opt- 
nion and reſolution of che ſervants, their Lady and miftrifs Bellizds (fecretly to 
her (elf) r<liſh:ch wich much applauſe, and approbation, and to make her affligi- 
ons and ſorrows the more apparant to thern,and in them conſequzgcly to the world, 
ſhe doth not refrain from cxceſlive weeping and fighing. They leave the dead 
corp3 untouched in the bed, to acquaint the criminall Corigidores of Stremos with 
this pittiſul accid:nt, who come, and being amazed at this bloody difafter and ac- 
I; \cidznt of Fera/ls, they viewing the infinity of his Ladies tears, andthe ſorrowful 
complaints and cxclamations of his ſervants,as alfo conſidering their ſerveral depo» 
itio18 and examinations, and ſecing they found his chamber door faft locked, the 
e; within-fide, and his own bloody knife by him on his pillow, they all concur 
with chem in opinion about the nianner and quality of his death, and do mY 
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x " believe andaffirm, that he hath deſperately made himſelf away, which opinion of 
cheirs is preſently received, voiced, and rumored in Strewos, and in all the adja- 
cent pariſhes and country : and yeet many curious wits (in regard of Bellinda's 
yonthfull affeQions, and wanton diſpoſicion) ſpeak very differcngyy bexeof. And 
now doth this our ſorrowful young widdow, (the better tg/ſupſ r fame and 
reputation tothe world) bury this her ſecond husband F#g!'o. witfall requiſite 
ceremeny, and —_ "I. 

Bat as the juſtice and judgements of God(condufted by hit Mvine pleafure, and 
inſcrutable providence)doth many times go on ſlowly,but till foundly and ſurely, 
ſo we muſt here again produce and bring forth our lame old Souldier Roderigo co 
a& another part on the ſtage and Theatre of this hiſtory,He is till the ſame man, 
and till retains his former ſame opinion, that undoubtedly it was ſome dead child, 
or baſtard which he ſaw the Lady Be/lizdz to throw iato the pond, and his heart 
inceſſantly prompted by his ſaſpicion, doth ftill confidently ſaggeit and aſſure 
him, that that bloody cloth of hcrs contained ſome ſecret, and invelloped ſome 
ſhameful myſterie towards her, which be thinks all the water of the pond could 
not deface or waſh away : fo that he now underſtanding of her husband Ferallo*s 
diſaftcrous bloody end, doth no way diminiſh,but rather every way augment this 
his ſuſpition and jealoufie hercof, We muſt further underltand, that Rederigo 
(the better to refreſh his body, to repleniſh his purſe, and to repair his apparel, 
Raies ſome three weeks in Stremos, and although he be a Souldicr, and have his 
ſword by his fide, yet being out of aftion and pay, he is not aſhamed to beg the 
almcs and courtelies of the Gentlemen, Ladies and Gentlewomen both in and 
neer about that City. Amongft the reſt underſtanding of thi wady Bellindg's 

reat w alth and dignity, he therefore hopes , that her new ſorrows and mourning 
Nos th: untimely death of her husband will now make her as compaſlionate to his 
poverty in her houſe, as lately ſhe was diſcourteons and uncharitable to him in the 
ticlds : whercupon he repaires thither to her, but for three daies together, he is 
not ſo happy to ſpeak with her, or to ſce her , bur being ſtill preſt by his poverty, 
and again emboldned by the conſideration of what he ſaw her caſt into the pond, 
he the fourth day finds her walking in the next meadow adjoyning to her houſe, 
attended by two of her men-ſervants, and two waiting Gentlewomen all clad in 
mourning apparel : when (with a boldneſs worthy of a poor diſtreſſed Souldier) 
he advanceth to the Lady Bellinda, where (interrupting her private walks, and 
diftraQing her ſecrec thoughts and meditations) he with much obſervance again 
begs ſome charity of her, whereat ſhe being offended, becauſe her hcart and mind 

:ither thought, nor carcd for an old Souldicr, but were wholly fixed on ſome 
dcfircd new Gallant young husband ,” ſhe very cholerickly diſdains him and hig 
requeſt, and with much paſſion and indignation (to uſe her own words) comman- 
deth her ſervants to ſee this bold beggerly Souldier depart and pack away, both 
from her and her houſe. Roderigo hearing theſe her harſh and diſcourteous 
ſpecchcs, and (ecing her ſervants unkindufage and enforcements towards him, he 
with much diſcontent and choler leaves her houſe, but in requical thereof) vows 
that his rev=nge ſhall not fo ſoon leave her : for this her ſecond affront to him puts 
him all in chokr and fire towards her, ſo that he vows to God, and ſwears to hime - 
{elf to uſe the beſt of his power , and to work the chicfeſt of his wits to perpetrate /; 
her difgracce. When ſecretly and effcRually informing himſclf from others, that ? 
Dou Gaſpar de Mora , who was nephew, and genera]l heir to her firſt Lord and 
husband Dor Alonſo de Mora, was at great variance, and bitter contention in ſuit of 
law with his Aunt Be/linde abont ſome lands, and much rich moveables and Uten= 
{its which ſhe unjuftly detained from him, and therefore thi t he would be exceed- 
ing glad to entertain any invention or propoſition whatſocver, whick might heave 
her out of the quiet enjoying and pofkflion thereof, and thereby procure her ut - 
ter diſgrace and rain. He repairs to him, and ſecretly (yet conſtantly) acquaints * 
him ; that ſome three weeks fince, and the very morning, that Don Ferallowas 
found murthered in his bed, he ſaw the Lady Bellindz his wife to throw a white; 
and bloody linnen cloth into the pond, which was fome half quater of a * 
league from her houſe : wherein God and his conſcience told him , ſh: 
h:d wrapt and drowned ſome baſtard-infant , cither of hers, or one of her . * 
walting Gcntlewomans, adding withall, that he conld not poſhbly have any price. 4 
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er Mora doth as much rejoyce as wonder at this unexpetcd news,and 
ni agg malice to his Aunt (in Law) Bellinde perſwades him rather to 
wc, ticrejate (as malice is till naturally ſwift and prone to revenge ) be- 
ing confident of che.cruth hereofghe leaves all other bufincſs, rides over to tremos, 
and acquaints the Torigidores herewith, and taking Roderigo likewiſe along wich 
him, he alſo fails not very reſolutely to afficm, and moſt conttantly to confirmit to 
themz which theſc wiſc and grave Judges underſtanding, they in honor to Gods 
ſervice and glory, and in true obedience to bis ſacred juſtice (without any delay 
or ptocraftination) take Don Gaſper de More, the old Souldicr Rodedigo, and ſome 
three or foyr expert Swimmer along with them, and with hafte and ſecrefie ſpecd 
away to the pond 3 wherein after thoſe Swimmers had been a quarter of an hour , 
and curiouſly busked and dived in moft places thereof to find out this cloath, at lafi 
(by the mercy and providence of God) one of them diving far better then the reſt, 
ſces and findes it, and ſwimming with his left hand, brings it aſhore in his right 
hand to the Corigidores, who much admiring and rcjoycing thercat, cauſc it pre= 
ſcntly to be opened, where (contrary to all their cxpeCtations) they findc no dead 
childe, but (as we have formerly underſtood) a cambrick ſmock, as yct all ſpotted 
and ſtained with blood, and tycd faſt with a blew filk garter, and in it a very ſharp 
and bloody razor, with a braſs weight tied in all this, purpoſcly to fink it in the 
pond. The Corigidores, Gaſper de More, and all the reft, arc amazed and afto= 
niſhed at the fight of theſe bloody evidences, when Roderigo again conftantly ſwear- 
ing to them, that he ſaw the Lady Bellinda (with her own hands) throw this lis - 
ele linnen fardcl into that pond,the very ſame morning that her husband Dor: Ferallo 
was found murthered in his bed; and the malicious curiofity of Geſper de More 
here finding the very two firſt and laſt ITetters of her name in the cambrick ſmock, 
the Corigidores then concur in one opinion (as ſo many lines which terminate in 
one Centre ) that yet infallibly it was ſhe and no other, who had ſo cruelly mur- 
thered hee husband Ferallo in his bed. Whereupon taking this bloody ſmockzrazor, 
and gartcr with them, they with much zcal and fpecd poſt away to the Lady Bel» 
linda's houſe, to apprehend her for this foul and lamentable murther, where crucl 
hearted and laſcivious Lady, (be is fo far from the conſideration of grace, or the 
thought and apprehenſion of any fear, as ſhe fears none, and which is work ef all, 
not the power and juſtice of God himſelf ; for ſhe is ſo immodeſ tn her hearryſo luſt 
ful in her converſation,as(notwithſtanding her black mourning attire and apparel) 
that her firſt hutband. was but lately dead, and now her ſecond nor as yet cold in his 
rave, yet (wimh great variety of mpfick_) ſhe is here now in her houſe finging, 
ancing, and reyelling with divers young Cavalicrs, and Gallants, both of the Ciry 
2nd Caurccreyy as if he had no other carc, thought or buſineſs, but how to-make 
choke of a third huzband, wha might amorouſly pleaſe her luſtful eyc and heart, 
ar of no leſs then a pair of Paramors and favorites who ſhould laſcivioufly con- 
et her wanton defires and affcQions, 

But theſe wanton vaniziez,and vain and laſcivious hopes of the Lady Belliude will 
now deceive her: for now the Lords appointcd due time is come, whercin for theſe 
her two horriblemurthers commicred on the perſons of her two husbands, his di- 
vige and ſacred Majeſtic is reſolved to pour down his puniſhments, and to thunder 
forth his judgements upon ker, to her utter ſhame and confuſion. The Corigidoes 
reſolutely cnter her houſe, and then and there cauſe the Sergeantsto apprehend her 


' | priſoner, whereat being ſuddenly amazed, and infinitely terrified, ſhe weeps, ſighs, 
' |, andcricscxtreamly. But thoſc Cavaliers (I mean thoſe her ſuppoſed lovers, and 
pretended favorites) who were there finging and dancing with her, neicher cag or 


dare cither aſlift, or reſcuc her. Now the plumes of her prideand jollity are ſ1d- 
denly dejeRted and fallen to the ground, yea her mufick is turned to mourning, ber 
to fighe, and her dancing triumphs to tears. The enormity of her crime 

uſc theſc Officers of juſtice, to ſec her conveyed to priſon, without any reſpe& of 

r beauty, or regard of her ſex and quality, where the hath more leiſure given hee 
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Gods Revenge againſi «£M urther 

The next morning (he is ſent for before her Judges, who roundly charx& ber 7 
ccuelly muirhecing hcr husband.Doz Ferallo in his bed, the which with maya Tears 
and oathes the ſtoutly denics : then they ſh:w her thoſe bloody evidenceFher came 
brick (mock, the razor, her blew gartzr,” and the brafs weight, andalfſo produceiand (v 


confront Roderigo with her 3 who as before he had affirmed. now he ſwears, he ſaw © at. 
her throw this bloody linnen fardel into the pond, the very morning that her hus- 
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band Doy Ferallo was found murthered in his bed : and although at the ſight and - 
knowledge hcreof,ſhe is at firſt wonderfully appalled and daunted therewith, yer her : 


courage is fo tour, asſhe again denics it with many prophane and feartul afſverati- 
. ons, and delighteth to hear her ſelf makea tedious juſtification, and a frivblous apo» a 
logy to her Jadges for her innocency. But thoſe grave and prudent Magificatcs of 


juſtice, who (in zeal to Gods glory ) have eycsnotin vain in their heads, will give bs 
no bclicf cithcr to the ſweetneſs of the Lady Pe!/znaa's youth, or to the fugar of her /7 
ſpceches and proteſtations, but for the vindication of this crime, and of ti; truth, f 
they adjudge her the very next morning to the wrack, where(ſuch is her female for- 3 
titude.) as ſhe permits and ſuffers her (elf co be faftned thereunto, with infiaite con- 1. 
ſtancy and paticnce, as diſdaining that the torments thereof,thould extort any trath 1% 
from her tongue, to the prejudice of her reputation, and to the ſhipwrack of her h 
ſafety and life, bur herein ſhe reckons too ſhort of God, and beyond her felt; for {he 

confidereth not that theſe torments are truly ſent her from God, and this ter cou- = 
rage fal{ly lent and given her from Satan; for at the very firlt wrench of the wrack, x 
and touch of the cord, finding it impoſſible that her tender body, and dainty limbs, +» 
can endure the cruclty of thoſe tortures, God puts this grace into her heart, rhar b 


with many fighs and tears, ſh: prays her Judges and tormentors to defitt,and {fo pub- 
likely confefſ:th that ic was ſhe, and onely ſhe, who had mucthered her hutband Fe- 
rallo, and cut his throat in his bed with chat very ſame razor. 

LIpon which confeſſion of hers ; her Judges (gloritying God for the der:Qion of 
3g this cruel murther)) threy (for cxpiation thereof do forthwith adjudge and ſenrer.ce 
% this wretched and bloody Lady Bellizda, to be the next morning burnc alive with- 
'S out the walls of Strewos, at the foot of the Caſtl:, which is the deſtined place of 
bY death for the like crimes and offendors, ſo ſh: being by them then again reriirned to 
® priſon, that night (in Chriſtian charity) they ſend her ſome Pricſts and Nuns, to 
x dire& and prepare her ſoul to heaven, for thisgher bloody and unnatural crime was 
ſo odious to men, and ſo cxecrable-to God, that ſhe could hope forno pardon of 

her life from her Judges, alchough her ſorrowtal old father Curſar- with a wortd 
of tears threw himſelf to their fecr, and offered them all his lands and means to his 
very ſhirt, to obtain it for her. | 
All Srremos and. the Countrey thereabouts reſound and talk of this crucl mur- 
thering of Ferallo, as alſo of his Lady Bellinda's condign condemration to death 
for the ſainc, and the next morning at eight of the clock, EH 46 rthe 
Caftle wall toſce this ex:crable and unfortunate Lady there in » bt a& 
the .laſtſcence and cataftrophy of her life ; ſhe is conducted thither by a S. Claes 
Nun on her right hand, and a S, Francis Frier on her left, who joyntly charge hr 
upon peril of damnation, to disburthen her conſcience and foul before ſhe dye, & 
iny other capital crime whereof ſhe knows her ſelfguilty, the which ſhe ſolemnly 
and'rcligioufly promiſeth them : about nine of the clock ſhe is brought to the ſtake, 
where ſhe ſces her ſelf empalled and ſurrounded firſt with many fagots, and then 
with a very great concourſe and confluence of people, here (he is fo irrcligjons in 
her vanity, that ſhe had caſt off her blacks and mourning,and purpoſely dighted her -; * 
- felfma rich ycllow Satin Gown, wrought with' flowers of filver, a large fer Ruff , 
about her neck, and her hcad covered with a pure white Tiffeney vail laced and 
wrought with rich cut-work, as ifſhe cared more for her body then her ſoul, as if 
her pride and bravery would carry her ſooner to heaven, then her prayers and re- 
tance : oras if the prodigal coſt and lafture thercof, were able'to diminiſh cirher] 
er crime, or her puniſhment in the cycs and opinions of her ſpetatorg, But cons 1 
WE >. _  rrariwiſe, the very firſt ſight of her fiveet youth, and pure freſh beauty, and then thay? 
#=-.* coriiderationofherfoul crim, for murthering her own husband, do operate irq" i 
+, workdifferently upon all their aff:&ions and paſſione, ſome pittying het for the,7 
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De Mora, Ferallo, and Bellinda. 4.85; + 


and Nun had tans their lattlcave of her, then ( after- ſhe had ſhed many es rs on 


carth, and ſent and evaporated many fighs to heaven) ſhe wringing her hands 
(whereon (hz had a pair of ſnow white gloves)and caſting up her cycs towards God, 
at laſt with a fakering, and fainting voice ſpake thus, 

Ic is my crime and yogg charity good people which hath condu@ted you hither to 


fee m2 a miſerable Gentlewoman here ro dye miſcrably. And becauſe ic is now no 


longer time for me, to difſemble cither with God or the world, therefore to ſave 


.my foul in heaven, though my body periſh here in carth, I {wich much grief, and 


pnfinire forrow) do truly and freely confeſs both to God and you, that I am noe 


only guilty of one murther, but of two : for as I now Jately cut my ſecond husband 


Ferallo's throat, fol was ſo vild and wretched heretofore, as to poyſon my firft 
Lord and husband.De Afora. At which report and confeſſion of this execrable La- 
dy Bellinda (in regard of the greatneſs of her Lord De Mor a's deſcent and Nobility ) 
all this huge concourſe of people {who are fencibly touched with grief and ſorrow ) 
make a wondertul noiſe and out-cry thereat, and .now in regard of this foul and 
double crime of hers, they look on her with far more contempt, and far leſs pitty 
than before. Bur ſhe being as patient as they are clamorous hereat, and ſeeing 
thcic crics, now again cried down, and well nigh drowned and huſhed upin fi- 
{ence, recolle&ting her thoughts, and again compoling her countenance, ſhe again 
very ſorrowtully continueth her fpecch to them thus. IT well know, and indeed I 
hcattily grieve to remember, that theſe two foul and cruel marthers of mince, make 
mcunworchy cither"to tread onthe face of the earth, ortglook.up tothav of hea- 
v22, and in the middeft of theſe my milſerieslkave this conſolation Izfg me, that 
in favour of my true confeſſion and religious repentance thereof to God, that God 
can be as indalgent and merciful to me, as I have been impious and finful to him 3 
the which that may obtain, I beſeech you all who arc here preſent, to joyn your 
prayers with me, and to God for me, ad this is thc laſt charity which 1 will begge 
and implore of you. Now becauſe example is powertull, and no cxample fo 
ſtrong and prevalcat , as the words of the dying to the living, therefore (to Gods 
glory,and mine own ſhame) give me leave to tell you that two things eſpecially 
brouzht and induced me to commit theſe foul murthers, as they have now juſtly 
brought me hither to ſuff:r death. for committing them z firſt my negle&tof prayer , 


J . and omiſlion to ſerve and fear God duly as I ought to have done. Secondly, the 


I; 
8 


' Bf Xing and following of my laſcivious and lultfull plcaſurce, which 1 ought nor 


tohive done. The neglcR ofthe firſt proved the bane of my ſoul, and the per- 


Formance and pratice of the laft, the contagion and poyſon of my life, and both 


theſe two fins conjoyned and linked together, enforce me now here to dye, with as 


RY 


mach miſcry and infamy, as without them 1 might have lived (and perchance li- / 


* 
c 


n 
/bip long) in carthly happineſs aid pſpcriy. O therEfore good people, beware 
*by my wocful example, let mycrimebe your integrity my fall your rifing, and ny 
{{hipwrack your ſafety.As I bear not hypocrifte in my tongue,ſo I willnor bear mal 
in my heart. Therefors from my heartI forgive Roderigo for telling Gaſper de 
The ſaw me caſt ſome bloody linnen in the pond. I alfo forgive Gaſper de Mor 
Informing the Corigidgres thereof, and they for ſo juſtfuly condemning ry 
death. I alfo pray my Acher and parents to forgive me theſe 'my foul criny 
' both to pardon and forget the diſhonour and ſcandal which the Pi 
ſeat may refle& and driv on them. And nd&w. Freconinfertdt.yos Ul 
RAvour and mercy, and my foul ro reccive ſalvation in his 0 
*. The Lady Bellizda baving finiſh:d this her ſpeech, the hearing and is 
on thereof engendred much pitty and compaſſion in the hearts, and ca 
of tears in the cycs of the beholders, and now ſhe prepares her ſelf for, 
ic takes off her rings from her fingers, and her p:arl bracelets from he 
(48a token of her love) gives them to her waiting Gentlewoman Hj 
preſent and not far from her, moſt bitterly ſobbing and weeping bg 
; Weep no more for the death of this her dear Lady and Miſtrits, whe 
} Any private prayers and Ava Maries to her ſelf, when taking a ſolemn 
ful farwcl of all the world ſhe puls down her yail over her fnow- whit 


hen often croſſing her ſelf with the ſign of the Croſs, and faying he 


* tuas, the ex:cutioner (with a flaming torch) ſets firs to the firaw and 


concurs of Fpcople an fre n vour- 
Fatry Js og they hat: & deteſt | 
| Te xoetent medic nmy 20d ys Ay 6c Araki far more ſorrow® 
Þy y givea great ſhout and out-gry+ the. judges of that City now. 
upon edpe of this Ladies firſt hocriblecrime of pogloningher firſt Lord ang 
- busgband Dox Alonſo De Mora, they in deteſtation not able to ade 1 
either worſer infamy,or morc exquiltte,and exemplary torments to her living bodygy” 
MT edey pups be revenged on her dead aſhes, do cauſe them curiouſly rs! 
and fo in the ſame place (by the common hang-man) before al -- 
du pip y - (4 nwckar and thrown in the air, whereat +hey rejoice and prailgy 
to ſee the world fo fairly rid of fo foul and bloody 4 female monſter. © » 
And thus was the untimely, * and yet. undeſerved) on of this laſcivious and"! 
cruel hearted Lady Bellinde ned inchls ſharp manner did the Lord of Hcaven and*” | 
earth triumph in is juſt revenge and puniſhments again her, for theſe ber two foul” | 
and inhumane crimes of murthering her ewo husbands. May God (of his beſt. 
and divineſt mercy) make this her hiſtory and example, to ſerve az a chryſtal mire 
core W men, and eſpecially for all women, (of what condition and quality 
0cver. | 
And now Chriftian Reader, by Gods moft gracious aſſiſtance and proy 
dence) here finifhcd this entire, == (volume of my fix books of tragical Hi 
Kories, if thou find that thou reap any or thy ſoul any fpirkual benefict 
che reading and peruſal chereof, then (in the name and fear of Gad) I beſeec 
thee to joyn thy prayers and picty with mine, that as in Chriftians religion ar 
duty we are bound, fo for the ſame, we may joyntly aſcribe unto God, all pofſib 
powcr, might, Majeſty, thankſgiving, dominion, and Glory both now and fc 


ever, Amen, Amen. 
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